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P.S. Feb.6th. I note you distinguish rathe 

sharply between ’castration’ and <Jedipus’ 

complexes. This is not stictly justifiable 

because of the^inter-dependence. Whether yo 

prefer to call early phases pre-Oedipus 

(Freud) or early Oedipus (Klein) the genita 

oedipus phase proper with its castration 

anxiety is the outcome of a long antecedent 

series of attitudes involving parents, each 

accompanied with appropriate anxiety.

Arguments that would-be 

women pr^^sts have castration complexes 

overlook the universality of such complexes 

’Normal’ is a purely relative tcEm implying 

that a solution of infantile conflicts and 

a mode of expression of instinctive drives 

has been attained that does not obviously 



interfere with, or that actively promotes, 

adaptation to present-day reality. Anyone 

who objects to a woman wishing to he a prie 

because this may gratify masculine wishws 

should logically object to mothers suckling

their children because this activity 

gratifies homosexual wishes.


