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CH"A P 1
The INTRODUCTION.

Y2 F a celebrated Author had not al-
Y ready told us, that zhere is nothing
Y in nature fo much lo be wonder’d at
a5 THAT WE CAN WONDER
AT ArL; it muft appear to eve-
ry one, who has but a degree of
undcrﬂandmg above the idiot, a matter of the
greateft furprize, to obferve the univerfal prevalence
it prejudice and cuftom in the minds of the Men.
One might naturally expect to fee thofe lordly
creatures, as they modeftly ftile themfelves, every
where jealous of fupcnor]ty, and watchful to main-
tain
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tain it. Inftead of which, if we except the tyran-
nical ufurpation of authority they exert over us
Women, we fhall find them induftrious in nothing
but courting the meaneft fervitude. Weas their am..
bition laudable and juft ; it would be confiftent in
itfelf, and this confiftency would render them alike
imperious in every circumftance, where authority is
requifite and juftifiable. And if their brutal ftrength
of body entitled them to lord it over our nicer
frame; the fuperiority of reafon to paffion might
fuffice to make them afhamed of fubmitting that rea-
fon to paffion, prejudice, and groundlefs cuftom, If
this haughty fex would have us believe, they have a
natural right of fuperiority over us why don’t
they prove their charter from nature, by making
ufe of reafon to fubdue themfelves, We know we
have reafon, and are fenfible that it is the only pre-
rogative nature has beftow’d upon us, to lift us
above the fphere of fenfitive animals. And the fame
reafon, which points us out our fuperiority over
them, would light us to difcern the fuperiority of
Men over us 5 if we could difcover in them the leaft
degree of fenfe above what we ourfelves poflefs. But
it will be impoffible for us, without forfeiting that
reafon, ever to acknowledge ourfelves inferior to
creatures, who make no other ufe of the fenfe they
boaft of, than baftly to fubject it to the paffions
they have in common with Brutes, Were we to-
fee the Men every where, and at all times, mafters
of themfelves, and their animal appetites in a per-
fe& fubordination to their rational. faculties ; we
thould
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fhould have fome colour to think that nature de-
fign’d them for mafters to us, who cannot perhaps
always boaft of fo compleat a command over our-
felves. But how is it poffible for us to give into
fuch a notion ; while we fee thofe very men, whofe
ambition of afcendency over us nothing lefs than
abfolute dominion can fatiate, court the moft ab-
Ject flavery, by proftituting reafon to their groveling
paflions, fuffering fenfe to be led away captive by
prejudice, and facrificing juftice, truth and honour
to inconfiderate cuftom ?

How many things do thefe mighty wife creatures
hold for undoubted truths, without being able to
aflign a reafon for any one of their opinions! The
caufe of which is that they fuffer themfelves to be
hurried away by appearances. With them, what
feems true muft be fo; becaufe the light, in which
they eye things, ftands them in the ftead of convic-
tion. Where they want evidence in the principles,
fallacy helps them to fill up the vacancy with feem-
ings in their infetence. In a word, as they fup-
pofe without reafon, fo they difcourfe without
grounds ; and therefore would have as ftrongly
maintain’d the negative of what they affert, if
cuftom and the impreffion of the fenfes had deter-
min’d them to it after the fame manner.

But a few ages ago, the belief of the Antipodes
was a herefy in philofophy. Ignorance, {iigniﬁcd
with the prerogative of cuftom and fupported by
the feemings of reafon, juftify’d the contrary Opi-
nion; and the graveft Philofophers were, or af-
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fected to be, fo well convinced of it, that it was an
argument of the utmoft arrogance to attempt to fet
them right. ~ And yet the matter has been fince fo
unqueftionably proved, that nothing but the height
of madnefs, or the depth of ignorance can now
countenance a doubt of it,

The conftant revolution of days and years de-
termin’d the wifakers of old to affert, thatall the ce-
leftial orbs move round the carth: And cuftom,
ever prevailing cuftom, drags the major part of our
cotemporary book-worms to follow their opinion.
‘Whereas the very fame Phafes, if we maturely con-
fider, “may equally incline us to think, that the
earth itfelf is a planet and moves with the reft of
the planets round the fun. What mighty fuperio-
rity of reafon then have thefe over-grown boys over
leffer children ? Both argue alike from appearances :
The former fee, from the diverfified pofitions of
the carth and fun, that there is motion in one of
them; and, becaufe they feel not the agitation in
the carth they ftand upon, therefore precipitately
conclude that it is the fun maves round them, and
not they round the fun, The latter, infenfible of
the motion of a coach, fancy, when in one, that
the houfes pafs by them, and not they by the
houfes.  Are not both led in their judgments by
like principles 2 Yet with this difference ftill, that
thefe are lefs obftinate in error and more ready to
be fet right, than they.

In like manner the wild favages in the Indies,
(who, by the bye, are neverthelefs of the fame
{pecies




ol

fpecies with our domeftic ones at home) for want
of knowing the mechanifm of a clock, are apt to
attribute it’s movements to invifible fpirits within
it ; while your blind followers of Des Cartes blufh
not to take upon religious truft, from him, that
the whole animal creation are but different kinds
of Automata, or felf-moving clock-work ; notwith-
ftanding it’s being pretty well known, that their
mafter himfelf had too much fenfe to believe his
own fyftem, having invented it only to amufe and
impofe upon fools.

The Men, who have taken care to engrofs the
affairs of Religion, as well as others, to their own
management, are no more guided in that than in
any thing elfe by the diftates of reafon. The reli-
gion they were bred up in they blindly prefer to
all others, without being able to give any ftronger
proof of it’s being the beft, than that it was the
Faith of their fore-fathers. Upon the ftrength of
this prejudice, they adhere to it as the only true
one; and, without ever examining into it, or com-
paring it with others, they condemn all befide it
as erroneous. Is not this the cafe with moft of
the Men, our clergy not excepted ? No country
pleafes a man fo well as his own ; nay, fo far is he
apt to carry prejudice, that he can feldom be in-
duced to do juftice to any other nation, even where
truth is on it’s fide, if the honour and intereft of
his'own is at ftake: And this is a foible the very
beft Men are equally fubject to. Nay, fuch is the
imbecillity of #hat fex, as well as ours, that even

profeffions
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profeffions are a matter of prejudice. And a fool
of our own is often more acceptable in company
than a wife-man of another calling. The very
inequality of ftations, which conftraint and con-
fufion have introduced among Men, has deceived
multitudes of them into a notion that the fame ine-
quality is in Men themfelves,

If we allow ourfelves but time to trace this diver-
fity of vulgar errors up to the fountain-head ; fhall
we be able to find them any other fource than uze-
roft and cuffom 2 And yet fuch is the prevalence,
which cuftom, ever {o wrongly introduced, has over
the minds of the Men, that it requires much lefs
difficulty to wean them from fentiments, which
they themfelves have built on the moft convincing
evidences of reafon and trath, than to draw them
from the prejudices which caffom has inftill’d into
them.

I fhould never have done, was I to reckon up
the many abfurd notions the Men are led into by
euftom : ‘Tho’ there is none more abfurd than that
of the great difference they make between their own
fex and ours.  Yet it muft be own’d, that there is
not any vulgar error more antient or univerfal. For
the learned and illiterate alike are prepofleft with
the opinion, that Men are really fuperior to Women,
and that the dependence we now are in is the very
ftate which nature pointed out for us. So that to
advance the contrary doétrin, after fo long a pre-
pofieflion, muft appear as great a paradox as it did
fome years ago to affert, that on the nether fur-
fage
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face of the globe there were men who walk’d
with their heads downwards to us; and whether
the one be not as agreeable to truth as the other,
will beft be found on a fair trial. But what Jjudge
fhall we have recourfe to, or what evidence can be
admitted in an affair of fo delicate 2 nature as this,
on which depends the right of one half the creation,
which ever fide may prevail ?

All the witnefs we defire to be allow’d, is plain,
undifguifed truth 5 and if the Men have but gene-
rofity enough left to admit this evidence, we fhall
have no room to fear any they can bring. We are
willing, at leaft for charity’s fake to hope, that,
however they may be difpofed, they will at leaft
blufh to make any exceptions againft fo unquettion-
ably impartial a witnefs.

But who fhall the matter be tried by? We our-
felves are too nearly concern’d in the decifion, to
be admitted even as witneffes in the trial, much lefs
then as judges; and the fame confideration equally
excludes the Men from ating in it in either capaci-
ty. And yet fo far are we from having any thing
to apprehend from the defect of juftice in our caufe,
that if the Men were ever fo little more juft and lefs
corrupted in their judgments than they really are,
we would readily fubfcribe to their own fentence,
But as the cafe now ftands, we muft appeal to a
more impartial judge. -

Hitherto ‘the difference between the fexes has been
but very flightly touch’d upon. Neverthelefs, the
Men, bias'd by cuftom, prejudice, and intereft,

have
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have prefumed boldly to pronounce fentence in their
own favour, becaufe poffeflion empower’d them to
make violence take place of juftice. And the Men
of our time$, without trial or examination, have
taken the fame liberty from the report of other
Men. Whereas to judge foundly whether their
fex has received from nature any real fuper-eminence
beyond ours, they fhould entirely diveft themfelves
of all intereft and partiality, and fuffer no bare re-
ports to fill the place of argument, efpecially if the
Reporter be a party immediagely concern’d.

If a Man could thus diveft the partiality attach’d
to this felf, and put on for a minute a ftate of
neutrality 5 he would be able to fee, and forced to
acknowledge, that prejudice and precipitance are the
chief caufes of fetting lefs value upon #Zomen than
Men, and giving fo much greater excellence and no-
bility to the latter than to the former. In a word,
were the Men Philofophers in the ftri¢t fenfe of the
term, they would be able to fee that nature invin-
cibly proves a perfe@t equality in our fex with their
own,

But as there are extremely few among them ca-
pable of fuch an abftracted way of thinking, they
have no more right to at the judges in this matter
than ourfelves ; and therefore, we muft be obliged
to appeal to a more impartial judge, one incapable of
fiding with either fide, and confequently unfufpect-
ed on both. This I apprehend to be reftified
reafor, as it is a pure intellectual faculty elevated
above the confideration of any fex, and equally
concern’d




concern’d in the welfare of the whole rational fpe-
cies in general and in particular. To this Fudge
we leave our caufe ; by the decifion of this we are
prepared to ftand or fall; and if, upon the evi-
dence of truth, reafor thould declare us inferior to
Men, we will chearfully acquiefce to the fentence.
But what if we obtain a decree in our favour, ‘up-
on impartial examination? Why then all the au-
thority, which the Men have exerted over us hicher-
to, will appear an unjuft ufurpation on their fide ;
for which nothing can make a tolerable atonement,
but their reftoring us to the ftate of equality nature
firft placed us in. And till they do That, the fan-
cied wrongs they charge upon our whole fex, tho’
but applicable (if af all) to a very fmall number
among us, whom I don’t pretend to juftify, can
only be looked upon as very moderate reprifals up-
on theirs.

To fet this whole matter then in as clear a light
as poflible, it will be neceffary to clear our ideas
from all that is huddled and confufed, by feparating
the fictitious from the real, the obfcure from the
evident, the falfe from the true, fuppofition from
matter of fa&, feemings from entities, practice
from principle, belief from knowledge, doubt from
certainty,—and infere/t and prejudice from juftice and
Jound judgment. To this end therefore we.puft
examin, in order, what are the general notions
which the Men entertain of our fexs on”what
grounds they build their opinions; and what are
the effeéts to us and to themfelves of the treatment

C we
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we teceive from them, in confequence of their pre~
fent opinion. In the courfe of this little treatife,
1 fhall alfo occafionally examin, whether there be
any efential  difference between the fexes which
can authorize the fuperiority the Men claim over
the #omen ; and what are the caufes of, and who
are accountable for, the feeming difference which
makes the fum of their plea. And if, upon ma-
ture confideration, it appears that there is no other
difference between Men and Us than what their
tyrany has created ; it will then appear, how unjuft
they are in excluding us from that power and dig-
nity we have a right to fhare with them; how un-
generous in denying us the equality of efteem,
which is our due ; and, how little reafon they have
to triumph in the bafe poffeffion of an authority,
which unnatural violence and lawlefs ufarpation
put into their Hands. Then let them juftify, if
they can, the little meannefles, not to mention the
groffer barbarities, which they daily practife to-
wards that part of the creation, whofe happinefs is
fo infeparably link’d with their own.
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In what efteem the Women are beld by the
Men, and bow juftly.

WAS every individual Man to divulge his
thoughts of our fex; they would all be
found unanimous in thinking, that we are made
only for their ufe, that we are fit only to breed and
nurfe children in their tender years, to mind houfe-
hold affairs, and to obey, ferve and pleafe our
malters, themfelves forfooth. Al this is very fine,
and, amidft a feraglio of flaves, could not but
found mighty big from 2 muffulman’s mouth.
Yet I cannot help thinking it of a ftamp with all
thofe fantaftical expreffions which are more eafily
advanced than proved.

Men feem to conclude, that all other creatures
were made for them, becaufe they themfelves were
not created till all were in readinefs for them. How
far this reafoning will hold good, I will not take
upon me to fay. But if jt has any weight atall; I
am fure it muft rather prove, that the Men were
made for our ufe than we for thei’s. That the
province of breeding children belongs folely to us,
is as certain as that the office of getting them is
wholly their’s. And if the latter entitles them to
any degree of public efteem and refpeét, furely
the former entitles us to an equal fhare of both;

(30 fincg
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fince the immediate concurrence of both is fo effen-
tially neceffary for the propagation of human na-
ture, that either without the other would be en-
tirely ufelefs. Where then is the reafon for under-
rating us, or claiming a fuperiority over us, for an
office in life, in which they bear {o equal a propor-
tion with us? It is too well known to be dif-
fembled, that the office of nurfing children is held
by the Men in 2 defpicable light, as fomething low
and degrading. Whereas had they nature for their
guide ; they would not need to be told, that there
is no employment in a common-wealth which de-
ferves more honour, or greater thanks and rewards,
Let it but be confider’d, what are the advantages
accruing to mankind from it ; and it’s merit muft
ftand immediately confeft. Nay, I know not
whether it may not appear to render #Women deferv-
ing the firft places in civil fociety.

‘Why, or to what end, do the individuals of hu-
man fpecies affociate together, but for the better
prefervation of life and the peaceable enjoyment
of every thing conducive to that purpofe ? Do not
fuch then as contribute the moft to thefe public
advantages deferve the greateft fhare of public
efteem? And whoare thefe but the #omen, in the
generous difinterefted employ of nurfing the Men
in their infancy ?

It is from this principle that princes are confi-
der’d as the chief perfons in the ftate, and in quali-
ty of fuch receive the firft honours of it, becaufe
they arc at leaft fuppofed to have the greateft fhare
of
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of toil, care and forefight for the profperity of
the public weal : So in proportion we pay more or
lefs of that refpeét to fuch as are under him ata
lefler or greater diftance from him, becaufe the
neager or farther off they are from fharing with him
in the fatigues of ferving the public, the more or
lefs ufeful to fociety they muft be confider'd. For
the fame reafon, we are apt to prefer foldiers to
gownf-men ; becaufe they are fuppofed to ftand as
a bulwark between us and our enemies. And all
mankind give to perfons fuch a degree of refpe&
as they fuppofe them to merit by being ufeful.
And fince this is the cafe throughout life, are not
the Women, by the very fame rule, entitled to the
greateft fhare in public efteem, who are incompa-
rably the greateft contributors to the public good ?
Men can abfolutely difpenfe with princes, mer-
chants, foldiers, lawyers, &¢. as they did in the
beginning of time, and as favages do ftil. But
can they in their infancy do without nurfes? And
fince they themfelves are too aukward for that im-
portant office, are not #omen indifpenfably want-
ed? In a peaceful, orderly ftate, the major part of
Men are ufelefs in their office, with all their autho-
rity. But Women will never ceafe to be ufeful,
while there are Men, and thofe Men have chil-
dren. Of what other ufe are Judges, Magiftrates
and their dependent officers in the execution of
juftice, any more than to fecure their property to
perfons, who, if they were not forbidden, woud
perhaps be able to do themfelves juftice in a more

exalt
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exact and expeditious manner ? But #7omen, more
truly ufeful, are employ’d in preferving their lives
fo enjoy that property. Soldiers are efteem’d and
rewarded becaufe engaged in defending full-grown
Men, who are equally and often more capable of
defending themfelves. How much more then is
our fex worthy their efteem and gratitude, who la-
bour in their defence, when as yet they know not
what they are, are unable to diftinguifh between
fiiends and foes, and are naked of every defence
but that of tears! If princes and ftatefmen fome-
times exert themfelves in the fervice of the public;
ambition is their motive, and power, riches, or
fplendor, the point in view. But our more ge-
nerous fouls are bias’d enly by the good we do to
the children we breed and nurfe: daily experience
reminding us, that all the gratification we can hope
for from the unnatural creatures, for the almoft in-
finite pains, anxieties, care and afliduities to which
we fubjeét ourfelves on their account, and which
cannot be matched in any other ftate of civil fociety,
is ungrateful treatment of our perfons, and the bafeft
contempt of our fex in general. Such the generous
offices we do them : fuch the ungenerous returns
they make us.

Surely then nothing but a corrupt imagination
can make Men look upon an office of fuch high
impertance to them as mean and contemptible, or
as lefs valuable than it really is. How largely are
they rewarded who fucceed in taming a tyger, an
clephant, or fuch like animals; and thall #omen
Be
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be negleted for fpending years in the taming that
Siercer amimal M a n? If the fource of this unjuft
partiality be examin’d into 5 we fhall find, that the
only true caufe, why thefe important fervices done
by our fex have fo little value fet upon them, is
their being; {o frequent and ufual,

However, as the pleafure, which the generofity of
our fex makes us take in that office, is fufficient to
make us difcharge ourfelves of it with the utmoft
tendernefs, without any view of reward; I do not
here mean ‘to complain of our receiving none. I
wou’d only beg leave to fay, that our being fo
much more capable than the male kind to execute
that office well, no ways proves us unqualified to
execute any other. Indeed, the Men themfeclves
feem tacitly agreed to acknowledge as much: but
then, according to their wonted difintereftednefs,
they are ftill for confining all our other talents to
the pleafant limits of obeying, ferving and pleafing
our mafters. That they are our mafters, they take -
for granted ; but by what title they are fo, not one
of them is able to make out. And yet fo univer-
fally received is this notion among them, that it
every where prevails, from the prince to the pea-
fant. Nay, I myfelf was accidentally witnefs to the
diverting fcene of a journeyman taylor’s beating his
wife about the ears with a neck of mutton, to make
her know, as he faid, her fovercign lord and mafter.
And yet this, perhaps, is as ftrong an argument-as
the beft of their fex is able to produce, tho’ con-
vey’d in a greafy light.

But
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But be this as it may, whether nature defign’d
them for our mafters or not, if their injunctions
were the fober diftates of found reafon, we fhow’d
find the yoke of obedience an agreeable weight 3
fince obeying them we fhou’d but fubmit our will
to reafon, and act like thofe intelligent beings we
know ourfelves to be. And that, generally fpeak-
ing, the #omen are more inclined fo to do than the
Men, where every circumftance is parallel, is too
well known to admit of a doubt. But then it
wouwd be putting ourfelves upon the level with
brutes, to defcend to a compliance with the gene-
rality of their commands; fince That alone wou’d
fuffice to degrade us, and render us as defpicable as
the upright unfeather’d animals who lay them up-
on us.

Mafters then, or not mafters, they have but one
of thefe two means to chufe in exerting their pre-
tended authority : Either let them, as ufual, fuit
their commands to their paffions, in oppofition to
reafon 5 and then none but #omen, as irrational as
themfelves, will obey them, a pre-eminence which
no oman of fenfe will envy them: Or let reafon
fpeak in their orders, and all ZWomen of fenfe will
liften to it; tho’ the Mez fhowd tickle themfelves
with the notion, that our obedience is paid to
them,

Were the Men to make choice of the latter, we
wouwd indulge them the innocent liberty of fancy-
ing themfelves mafters, while we, pleafed with
feeing all the authority placed in reafon, where it

1 fhow’d
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fhould be, muft know that cach fex wou’d have the
privilege of conveying it’s influences to the other
in their turns : And if Man had fteadinefs enough to
conform all his injanétions to Woman to the dic-
tates of reafon ; the fame fteadinefs wow'd induce
Him to yield to thofe diGtates when W oman was the
means of conveying them. No matter by what
mouth reafon fpeaks : If Men were ftrictly ateach’d
to it ; whether we or themfelves were the vehicles
of it’s influence, we fhou’d on both fides be equally
determin’d by it. But the caf¢ is at prefent quite
otherwife, The Men, who cannot deny us to be
rational creatures, wou’d have us juftify their irra-
tional opinion and treatment of us, by our defcending
to a mean compliance with their irrational expeéta-
tions. But I hope, while ZZomen have any fpirit
Teft, they will exert it all, in fhewing how worthy
they are of better ufage, by not fubmitting tamely
to fuch mifplaced arrogance.

To ftoop to fome regard for the ftrutting things
is not enough; to humour them more than we
cow’d children, with any tolerable decency, is too
little ; they muft be ferved forfooth. Pretty crea-
tures indeed! How worthy do they appear of this
boafted pre-eminence: To exaét a fervitude they
want the courage themfelves to fubmit to, from
thofé whom their vanity ftigmatizes with the cha-
ra&er of weaker veflels ; and to require’ Us to be
their drudges, whom' they are forced to court and
decoy into their power by the moft pitiful cringes!
Upon what title do they build their claim to out

D fervices,
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fervices, greater than we can fhew to theirs ? Have
they half fo plaufible a plea over Us, as over thofe
haplefs Savages, whofe unfufpeting innocence has
robb’d them of the power of guarding againft un-
natural violence and injuftice ? Are not the gene-
rality of our fex, when weak enough to yield
ourfelves, in pity to their fawning, affeted defpair,
a prey to their diffimulation, made the dupes of
our credulous good-nature and innocence ? Where
is there a Homan, who having generoufly trufted
her liberty with a hufband, does not immediately
find the /paniel metamorphofed into a #yger, or has
not reafon to envy the lefler mifery of a bond-flave
to a mercilefs tyrant ?

If brutal ftrength, in which we acknowledge
their pre-eminence, is a fufficiene plea, for their
erampling upon Us 5 the lion has a much better
title over the whole creation. But that is a more
generous kind of brute than thofe we are fpeaking
of, though not quite fo fierce and ungovernables
and therefore fcorns to exert it’s ftrength, where
it finds too great a difproportion in even an
adverfary.

I allow indeed, we ought to make it part of our
bufinefs to pleafe the poor things, if the attempt
were likely to fucceed. It would be quite barbarous
to let a child cry, if a rattle would keep it quiet.
But the misfortune is, that it is a ftudy for life to
find out a means of pleafing thefe greater, more
ftubborn brats. I have heard, it isa vulgar pro-
verb, that the Devil is §ood-bumanr’d when be is

3 phafed,
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pleafed, and if this proverb, like others, be founded
on experience, it is a proof, the Devil can be
pleafed fometimes. 1 wifh as good an argument
cou’d be brought to prove that the Men can ever be
fo. But fuch is the fantaftical compofition of
their nature, that the more pains is taken in endea-
wouring to pleafe them, the lefs, generally fpeaking,
is the labour like to prove fuccefsful ; or if ever it
does, the reward never pays the expence. And
furely the Women were created by Heaven for
fome better end than to labour in vain their whole
life long.

1 forefee it may be urged, that we cannot be faid
to fpend our lives in vain, while we are anfwering
the end of our creation: And as we were created
for no other end than for the Men’s ufe, our only
bufinefs is to be fubjet to, and pleafe them: Nei-
ther fhall we be anfwerable for neglecting every
thing elfe, becaufe God has not given us a capacity
for more. But this muft appear, from what Thave
already faid and fhall hereafter more fully fhew, beg-
ging the queftion ; and fuppofing what fhow’d, but
cannot be proved.

There are fome however more condefcending,
and gracious enough to confefs, that many Women
have wit and conduét ; but yet they are of opinion,
that even fuch of us as are moft remarkable for ei-
ther or both, ftill betray fomething which fpeaks
the imbecillity of our fex. Stale, thread-bare’ no-
tions, which long fince funk with their own
weight ; and the extreme weaknefs of which feem’d
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condemn to perpetual oblivion; till an ingenious
writer, for want of fomething better to employ his
pen about, was pleafed lately to revive them in one
of the weekly * papers, left this age fhoyld be ig-
norant what fools there have been among his fex in
former ones.

To give us a fample then of the wifdom of his
fex, he tells us, that it was always the opinion of
the wifeft among them, that #omen are never to
be indulged the fiveets of liberty ; but ought to pafs
their whole lives in a ftate of fubordination to the
Men, and in an abfolute dependance upon them.
And the reafon aflign’d for fo extravagant an affer-
tion, is our not having a fufficient eapacity to go-
vern ourfelves, It muft be obferved, that fo bold
a tenet ought to have better proofs to fupport it
than the bare word of the perfons who advance it 5
as their being parties fo immediately concern’d,
muft render all they fay of this kind highly fufpeét.
However, fince we are as fufpet on that account as
they are, it muft be to as little purpofe for us ro de-
ny .it; unlefs it be to put them upon the proof.
And doubtlefs, creatures of fuch profound wifdom
as thefe Men are, if we take their own word, wouw’d
never attempt to affert any thing fo pofitively, with-
out being able to back it with the beft of proofs.
Let us fee then upon what grounds they build thefe
extravagant notions of our fex, and how far they
will ftand the teft of #rush and reafin 5 that we may
give into their opinion or reject it.

* Common-Senfe. September 1, 1739,
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CHAP 11

Whether Women are inferior to Men in their
intelletual capacity, or not.

N the firft place then, according to them, ¢ the
« greateft part of our fex have but fhort,
lucid intervals ; but fudden flathes of reafon
which vanith in a minute ; —— we have a re-
¢ femblance of that planet, which is dark of itfelf
< and only thines by borrowd lights our
wit has but a falfe luftre, more fit to furprize
admiration than deferve it ; —— we are enemies
to refle@ion ;~— the majority of us only reafon at
¢ hazard, think by fallies, and difcourfe by rote.”
A heavy charge this, to be laid againft the majori-
ty of Women. But granting it, for argument’s
fake, to be literally true, is it not as undeniably
true, that the very fame charge may be equally re-
torted on the majority of Men ? And yet would
they not triumphantly alledge it as a proof of our
weak fenfe, were we wifely to conclude, in their
way, that therefore all the Men ought to be per-
petually under guardianthip to Us ? A little expe-
rience is fufficient to demonftrate how much fitter
we are to be guardians over them, than they are to
be fuch over us. = Every young maiden is qualified
to be the miftrefs and manager of a family, at an
age when the Men are fearce fufceptible of the
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precepts of a mafter.  And the only fure expedient
to rechim a young fellow from his excefles and
render him ufeful to fociety, is to give him for
guardian a Wife, who may reform him by her ex-
ample, moderate his paffions by her prudence, and
win him from his debaucheries by her engaging
behaviour.

So far then are the Men from proving their prin-
ciple by practice, where their intereft is concern’d,
that, when their own profound wifdom is too weak
to curb the more unruly among them, they have no
other recourfe than to thelter them under our tute-
lage: Thus contradicting in fa&, what they ad-
vance in words. But is it not the fear of making us
too proud of ourfelves, which makes them contend,
that we have neither folidity nor conftancy, much
lefs that depth of judgment which they very hum-
bly aferibe to themfelves? Wherefore elfe do they
fo wifely conclude, that it muft abfolutely have
been a joint effect of divine providence and their
own fovereign fenfe, which debarr’d us of Jeiences,
government, and public offices 2

‘Whether there be any folidity in this, will beft
appear upon an unprejudiced examination. To
know then, whether the Women are lefs capable of
the fciences than the Men or not, we muft confider
what is the principle by which feiences are attain’d 3
and if That be wanting in Women, or lefs perfect,
there will be no more required to demonftrate that
the Men are in the right. But if that principle
thould appear to be as perfect in the one as it is in
the
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the other, then there will be great reafon to fufpect
the Men of jealoufy 5 and it cannot be rath to fay,
that their only reafon for locking up from us all the
avenues to knowledge, is the fear of our excelling
them in it.

It is 2 known truth, that the difference of fexes
regards only the body, and That merely as it re-
lates to the propagation of human nature. But the
foul, concurring to it only by confent, aftuates all
after the fame manner ; fo that in #bis there is no
Jex at all.  There is no more difference to be dif-
cern’d between the fouls of a dunce, and a man of
wit, or of an illiterate perfon and an experienced
one, than between a boy of four and a man of forty
years of age. And fince there is not at ‘moft any
greater difference between the fouls of #7omen and
Men, there can be no real diverfity. contracted from
the body : All the diverfity then muft come from
education, exercife and the impreffions of thofe exter-
nal objefts which furround us in different Cir-
cumftances.

The fame Creator, by the fame laws, unites the
fouls of #Wumen and Men to their refpective bodies.
The fame fentiments, paffions and propenfions,
cement that union in both. And the foul, operating
in the fame manner in the one and the other, is ca-
pable of the very fame functions in both.

To render this ftill more evident, we need only
confider the texture of the head, the feat of the
fiences and the part where the foul exerts itfelf
moft.  All the refearches of Anatomy, have not

yet
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yet been able to fhew us the leaft difference in this
part between Men and Women.  Our brain is per-
fectly like theirs; we receive the impreffions of
fenfe as they do ; we martial and preferve ideas for
imagination and memory as they do, and we have
all the organs they have and apply them to the
fame purpofes as they do. We hear with ears,
fee with eyes and tafte with a tongue as well as
they. Nor can there be any difference pointed out
between any of our organs and theirs, but that ours
are more delicate and confequently fitter to anfiwer
the ends they were made for, than theirs.

Even among the Men it is univerfally obferv’d,
that the more grofs and lumpith are commonly
ftupid ; and the more delicate, are on the other
hand, ever the moft fprightly. The reafon is plain:
The foul, while confined to the body, is depen-
dent on it’s organs in all it’s operations ; and there-
fore the more free or clogg’d thofe organs are, the
more or lefs muft the foul be at liberty to exert jc-
felf. Now it is too well known to nced any fup-
port, that the organs in our fex are of a much
finer and more delicate temperature than in theirs;
and therefore, had we the fame advantages of ftudy
allow’d us which the Men have, there is no room
to doubt but we fhould at leaft keep pace with them
in the feiences and every ufeful knowledge.

It can only then be a mean daftardly jealoufy in
them to cxclude us from thofe advantages, in
which we have fo natural a right to emulate them.
Their pretext for fo doing, that ftudy and learning
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wou’d make omen proud and vicious, is pitiful,
capricious, and of a piece with their practice, No:
falfe knowledge, and fuperficial learning only can
produce fo bad an effect. For true knowledge, and
{olid learning muft, cannot but, make Women, as
well as Men, both more humble and more vir-
tuous. And it muft be own’d, that if a litcle fuper-
ficial knowledge has render’d fome of our fex vain 3
it equally renders many of theirs infupportable.
But that is no reafon, why folid learning fhould be
denied, or not inftill’d into, either ; rather ought
the greater pains to be taken to improve, in both,
every difpofition to the fciences, into a true relifh
for, and a deep knowledge of, them ; according to
the advice of one of their brighteft writers, as ap-
plicable to any fcience as to poetry :

A little learning is a dangerous thing 5
Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian fpring :
There fhallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely fobers us again.

It is a common received notion that mankind
need not be knowing to be virtuous: Which pro-
ceeds from this, thatwe fee many perfons, who are
reputed men of fenfe, of very immoral characters :
And therefore is it falfely concluded, that know-
ledge is not only unprofitable in itfelf to virtue, but
even frequently deftructive to it: Whereas it wot'd
“be no arduous tafk to prove, that the knowledge of
ourfelves and many other things is highly requifite
E to
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to corroborate our perfuafion of our moral obliga-
tions. Since the chief reafon which is to be af-
fign’d for fo many perfons falling into vice and fol-
ly fo precipitately, or practifing virtue fo faintly, is
their being ignorant of themfelves, and the objeéts
which ftrike them: And how fhall they remove
this ignorance but by fiience and fiudy 2

If then there have been fome of our fex fo affect-
ed with their learning as to become affuming ; their
fault carries it’s excufe with it. FEither they have
been fuch as had not drank deep enough to learn to
be humble: Or the uncommonnefs of this advan-
tage in our fex, and the difficulties they muft have
furmounted who have attain’d to it, will apologize
for the little vanity they may have fhewn. As a
perfon of low rank, whofe merit and induftry have
raifed him to an unufual eminence, may be excufed,
if, feeing himfelf advanc’d above the fphere of his
equals, he fhowd be feized with fome degree of
giddinefs. Befides that, if it be a fault, as it’s
wanting an apology proves it to be, it is a faule
which the Men themfelves daily fall into. And yet
neither in the Men nor in the Women ought it to
be imputed, as a blemifh, to the Jeiences they may
poffefs.  The real caufe of it is, that they who are
verfed in any fcience look upon themfelves as pof~
feft of fomething, which is a myftery to the gene-
rality of the World. But let the matter- be how
it will, it is more than probable, that, fince the
vanity of the learned Men greatly furpaffes that of
he learned of our fex, as appears from the frothy
titles
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titles the former arrogate to themfelves: If #omen
were admitted to an equal fhare of the fciences, and
the advantages leading to, and flowing from, them ;
they wowd be much lefs fubject to the vanity, they
are apt to occafion.

It is a very great abfurdity, to argue that learn-
ing is ufelefs to Women, becaufe forfooth they have
not a fhare in public offices, which is the end for
which Men apply themfelves to it. ¥irtue and Fe-
licity are equally requifite in a private, as well as in
a public ftation, and Jearning is a neccffary means to
both. It is by that we acquire an exactnefs of
thought, a propriety of fpeech, and a juftnefs of
altions: Without that we can never have a right
knowledge of ourfelves : It is that which enables us
to diftinguith between right and wrong, true and
falfe: And finally, that alone can give us {kill to
regulate our paffions, by teaching us, that true hap-
pinefs and virtue confift not fo much in enlarging
our poffeffions as in contracting our defires.

Befides let it be obferved, what a wretched circle
this poor way of reafoning among the Men draws
them infenfibly into. Why is Jearning ufelefs to us ?
Becaufe we have no fhare in public offices, And
why have we no fhare in public offices ? Becaufe we
have no learning. ‘They are fenfible of the injuftice
they do us, and are reduced to the mean fhift
of cloaking it at the expence of their own rea-
fon, But let truth fpeak for once: Why are
they fo induftrious to debar us that learning, we
have an equal right to with themfelves, but for
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fear of our fharing with, and outthining them in,
thofe public offices they fill fo miferably ? The fame
fordid felfifhnefs which urged them to engrofs all
power and dignity to themfelves, prompted them to
fhut up from us that knowledge which wowd have
made us their competitors.

As nature feems to have defign’d the Men for
our drudges, I cowd eafily forgive them the ufur-
pation by which they firft took the trouble of public
employments off our hands, if their injuftice were
content with ftopping there. But as one abyfs calls
on another, and vices feldom go fingle, they are
not fatisfied with engroffing all authority into their
own hands, but are confident enough to affert that
they poffefs it by right. Their reafon for this affer-
tion is what I have already hinted, becaufe we
were form’d by nature to be under perpetual fub~
Jection to them, for want of Abilities to fhare with
them in government and public offices. 'To confute
this mannifh extravagance, it will be neceflary to
fap it from the foundation on which it s builr,
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CHAP 1Y

Whether the Men are better qualified to govern
than Women, or not.

IF you are doting enough to hold upon truft
what the Men themfelves fay, you are to take it
for granted, that //omen arc fach fenfelefs mortals
by nature, as to be abfolutely incapable of taking
the leaft care of themfelves. ¢ It is therefore, fay
< they, a cruel tendernefs, a falfe comphifance, to
< zbandon the fair-fex to their own condu&. The
< more they are made to pleafe and charm, the
<« more it imports them to fly from thofe dangers,
¢ to which they are expofed by being fo.” A
plain proof of their fpeaking from their hearts is
their imagining us weak enough to be wheedled out
of our liberty and property, by fuch jingling empty
ftuff, But where have they proved that we are not
as capable of guarding ourfelves from dangers, as
they are of guarding us; had we the fame power
and advantages allow’d us, which they have? Again,
are we fafer under their condut than our own? Is
it not manifeftly launching from Sey/a to Charybdis,
to fly to their protection from danger? There is
fearce an inftance in a million among Women, of
one Woman of a middling capacity, who does not,
or would not, govern herfelf better than.moft Men

in
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in parallel circumftances, if the circumvention, trea-
chery, and bafenefs of that fex did not interfere,
Whereas for one Woman who is better’d in under-

ftanding or morality under their tuition, many -

millions are betray’d into inevitable ruin, As this
is undeniable matter of fa&, it needs no proofs to
fupport it.  Neither will it bear retorting upon us.
For granting fome few Men to have fuffer’d by
petticoat-government, the number is extremely
{mall in proportion.  And were it equal ; the Wo-
#men’s conduct in this cafe is to be charged wholly
to the Mew’s account, who robb’d them of thofe
advantages of education, which wou’d have enabled
them to att better; which they were fufceptible
of ; and which they had a natural right to. The
fame apology cannot be made for the Men’s mif-
conduct in governing us: They have all the ad-
vantages requifite to qualify them ; and, if, fpite
of all, we are worfe under their government than
under our own ; the confequence fpeaks itfelf, thar
cither they have a natural want of capacity, or want
of honefty. They are at liberty to chufe which
imputation pleafes them beft : Tho? without Jjudg-
ing rafhly, I might venture to fay, they have a right
to both. If they imagin they can elude the force
of this truth, by faying that the Men, whom this
accufation regards, have not made ufe of the ad-
vantages which their fex in general has, and there-
fore might as well have been without them ; that
no ways leflens the truth of what I have advanced 3
that: moft #omen are ruin’d, inftead of being im.
proved
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proved in heart or mind under the conduct of the
Men. And therefore, fince we are at moft in no
greater fafety under their government than our own,
there can be no folid reafon affign’d why we fhou’d
be fubject to it.

But it feems we are already condemn’d to it by
ajudge of their own erecting, a blubbering dotard,
too conceited of his own fenfe, to be improved by
that of his wife ; Cato, the wife Cato, who grown
obitinate in wrong by age and humour’d prejudice,
chofe rather to die a fool of his own making, than
live a man of fenfe by a wife’s advice: This Cato
has pronounced fentence againft us. And {o difin-
terefted a judge, we cannot furely except againft.
Let us hear then what this oracle fays.

« et us treat Women as our equals, ( fays be)
<« and they will immediately want to become our
¢ miftreffes.” *Tis Cato faysit; and therefore, it
feems, there needs no proof. Befides, to oblige men
to prove all they advance by reafon, wou’d be impo-
fing filence upon them ; agrievance to which they are
perhaps full as unequal as they pretend we are. But
granting Cafo to be infallible in his affertions, what
then ? Have not Women as much right to be mi-
ftrefles, as the Men have to be mafters? No, fays
Cato. But why ? Becaufe they have not. Such con-
vincing arguments muft make us fond of hearing him
farther. < If we make the #/omen our equals, (adds
¢ he) they will demand that to-morrow as a tribute,
.« which they receive to-day as a grace.” But
where is the grace in granting us a fhare in what

we
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we have an equal right to? Have not the Women
an equal claim to power and dignity with the Mex 2
If we have ; the wife Cato nods : if we have not;
Cato wou’d have been wife indeed, to convince us of
it. But fuppofing it to be a favour, a grace, what
he pleafes to call it; wou'd not the Men reap the
chief benefit of it? The referve peculiar to our fex
proves, that knowing how to curb ourfelves, we are
qualified to govern them; and the meeknefs and
tendernefs, which make part of our characeriftic, are
fufficient to perfuade them that our yoke wou’d not
be heavy. But no, fays Cato,  we may thank
“ ourfelves for that {weetnefs and referve which
< they fhew in our prefence. This fhadow of
< virtue is owing to the neceflity we impofe upon
<¢ them of diflembling.” Then Cato is forced at
Iaft to own that the fubjection we are kept under, by
that arrogant fex, is the effe of violence and im-
pofition ? This he does to compliment his own fek
with attributing all our merit to them. A forry
‘compliment, confidering the ungrateful truth it ex-
torts from him. And yet how againt the grain
does he own any merit in us! No, we have but
the fhadow of virtue, and all their impofitions and
violence can only induce us to diffemble. Is not
this calling all his own fex fools 2 For furely no-
thing can be a greater proof of folly in the Men
than to ufe violence and impofition, and to take
perpetual pains to fupport both, only to make us
act with affeCtation ; when much lefs labour wou’d
make us fhew ourfelves in a more natural light:
Efpecially
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Efpecially fince it is impoffible ever to govern fub-
jecs rightly, without knowing as well what they
really are as what they only feem ; which the Men
can never be fuppofed to do, while they labour to
force Women to live in conftant mafquerade. So
that either all the Men are downright changelings,
by Cate’s own confeflion, or this mighty oracle
himfelf is a driveler, and to be heeded by nene but
fuch.

I thow’d not myfelf have thought him worth fo
much notice as I have here taken of him, but that
the Men are weak enough in general, to fuffer their
fenfe to be led away captive by fuch half-thinking
retailers of fentences, Among whom, This in par-
ticular, was he worth the pains, might be eafily
proved to have been often grofly in the wrong in
other matters as well as in the prefent cafe 5 and there-
fore, when he happens to be in the right, the merit of
it is more to be imputed to blind chance than to his
wifdom: Since the greateft fools, when adive,
may blunder into the right fometimes : And great
talkers, among many abfurdities, muft here and there
drop a good faying, when they leaft defign it. Of
this ftamp, are the generality of evidence brought
againft us. Men averfed to the labour of think-
ing; who find reafon a drudgery, and therefore,
rather chufe to proftitute than wed its who have
gain’d all their reputation by a pretty gimnefs of
expreffions, which wou’d no more bear exal {
than their heads, their hearts, or their faces's
who (to mimic this fage) wowd rather fce com
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Jenfe in confufion, than @ word mifplaced in one of
their fentences.  Yet thefe are fages among the Men,
and their fentences are fo many divine oracles ;
whereas perhaps, had we lived in their own times,
to have heard the many more foolith things they
faid than fenfible ones, we fhou’d have found them
as oaffith as the dupes who revere them. And
tho’ perhaps we might have been more furprized to
hear fuch dotards talk fometimes rationally, than
we now are, to read their fayings ; we fhou’d have
had reafon ftill to think them more fit to extort
our admiration than deferve it. Care has been
taken to hand down to us the beft of their fenten-
ces, many of which are flill weak enough: But had
the fame care been taken to regifter all their abfir-
dities ; how great a fhare of their prefent applaufe
wou'd they haveloft " As the infidel obferved to the
prieft of Neptune, when proving the god’s divinity
from the trophics'in his temple.

*Tis true their piflures who efeaped you keep,
But where are they who perifl’d in the deep 2
GARTH.
But we have a more formidable fet of enemies
than thefe laconic gentlemen 5 Men who pretend to
build their affertions upon very good grounds, and
who wowd feorn, Jfzy they, to exclude us from
power, dignity and public offices, if they cou’d
not fhew us the beft of reafons. It will be proper
therefore to hear their reafons, before we undertake
to fay they are in the wrong,
CHAP,
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CHAP Y

Whether the Woman are fit for public Offices,
or Hot.

T is enough for the Men to find a thing efta:

blith’d to make them believe it well grounded.
In all countries we are feen in fubjetion and abfo-
lute dependence on the Men, without being admit-
ted to the advantages of fciences, or the opportu-
nity of exerting our capacity in a public ftation.
Hence the Men, according to their ufual talent of
arguing from feemings, conclude that we ought to
be fo. But fuppofing it to be true, that #omen
had ever been excluded from publick offices, is it
therefore neceffarily true that they ought to be fo?
God has always been more or lefs refitted by un-
grateful man, a fine conclufion it wou’d be then to
infer that therefore he ought to be fo.

But why do the Men perfuade themfelves that we
are lefs fit for public employments than they are ?
Can they give any better reafon than cuftom and
prejudice form’d in them by external appearances,
for want of a clofer examination ? If they did but
give themfelves the leifure to trace things back to
thefr fountain-head, and judge of the fentimentsand
practices of Men in former ages from what they
difcover in their own times, they wow'd not be fQ
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open as they are to errors and abfurdities inall their
opinions. And particularly with regard to W omen,
they wou’d be able to fee that, if we have been fub-
jected to their authority, it has been by no other
Jaw than that of the ftronger: And that we have
not been excluded from a fhare in the power and
privileges which lift their fex above ours, for want
of natural capacity, or merit, but for want of an
equal {pirit of violence, fhamelefs injuftice, and
lawlefs oppreffion, with theirs.

Neverthelefs,” fo weak are their intellectuals, and
{o untuned are their organs to the voice of reafon,
that cuftom makes more abfolute flaves of their
fenfes than they can make of us. They are fo ac-
cuftom’d to fee things as they now are, that they
cannot reprefent to themfelves how they can be
otherwife, It wou'd be extremely odd they think
to fee a Woman at the head of an army giving bat-
tle, or at the helm of a nation giving laws ; plead-
ing caufes in quality of counfel ; adminiftring ju-
ftice in a court of judicature ; preceded in the ftreeg
with fword, mace, and other enfigns of authority,
as magifirates s or teaching rhetoric, medicine,
philofophy, and divinity, in quality of univerfity
profefiors.

If by oddity they underftand fomething in it’s
nature oppofite to the genuin unbias’d rules of
good-fenfe 5 I belicve the Men will find ir a difficult
tafk, to prove any oddity in fuch a fight, or any
real inconfiftence in it with re#ified reafon. For if
#Vomen are but confider’d as rational creatures, abs,
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ftracted from the difadvantages impofed upon them
by the unjuft ufurpation and tyranny of the Men,
they will be found, to the full, as capable as the
Men, of filling thefe offices.

I muft own indeed in this age, to fee a #Woman,
however well qualified, exert herfelf in any of thefe
employments, cow’d not but as greatly furprize us
as to fee a man or woman dreft in the garbin
vogue at the time of Queen Befs. And yet our
wonder in either cafe wow’d be the fole effect of
novelty, or of the revival of an obfolete cuftom
new to us. If from immemorable time the Men
had been fo little envious and fo very impartial as
to do juftice to our talents, by admitting us to our
right of fharing with them in public action 5 they
wou'd have been as accuftom’d to fee us filling
public offices, as weare to fee them difgrace them 5
and to fee a lady ata bar, oron a bench, wou'd
have been no more ftrange than it is now, to feea
grave judge whimpering at his maid’s knees ; or,
2 lord embroidering his wife’s petticoat: A Schur-
man, with a thefis in her hand, difplaying nature in
it’s moft innocent ufeful lights, wou'd have been as
familiar a fight, as a Phyfician in his chariot, con-
ning Ovid’s Art of Love: And an Amazon, with
a helmet on her head, animating her embattled
troops, wou’d have been no more a matter of fur-
prize than a milliner behind a counter with a
thimble on her finger; or than a peer of Great-
Britain playing with his gaerter. Not reafon
then, but error and ignorance cafed in cuftom,

makes




[38]
makes thefe fuperficial creatures think it an unnatural
fight.

‘There are few nations, befide our own, which
think 77omen capable of holding the feepter ; but
England has learn’d by repeated experience, how
much happier a kingdom is, when under the pro-
tection and rule of @ #oman, than ic can hope to
be under the government of a Man. Matter of
faét then plainly points out the abfurdity of the con-
trary prejudic. How many ladies have there
been, and ftill are, who deferve place among the
learned ; and who are more capable of teaching the
Jfeiences than thofe who now fill moft of the univerfity
¢hairs ? The age we live in has produced as many,
asany one heretofore 5 tho’ their modefty prevents
their making any public thew ofit. And as our
fex, when it applies to learning, may be faid at
leaft to keep pace with the Men, fo are they more
to be eftem’d for their learning than the latter:

- Since they are under a neceffity of furmounting

the fofinefs they were educated in ; of renouncing
the pleafure and indolence to which cruel cuftom
feem’d to condemn them ;3 to overcome the external
impediments in their way to ftudy ; and to conquer
the difadvantageous notions, which the vulgar of
both fexes entertain of learning in Zomen. And
whether it be that thefe difficulties add any keen+
nefs to a female underftanding, or that nature has
given to Woman a quicker more penetrating geni-
us than to Man 5 it is felf-evident that many of our
fex have far out-ftript the Men, Why then are
we




we not as fit to learn and teach the fciences, at
leaft to our own fex, as they fancy themfelves
to be ?

CH-A b VI

Whether the Women are naturally capable of
teaching Sciences, or not.

F Rébetoric we muft be allowd to be by na-
ture defign’d miftrefles and models.  Els-
gquence is a talent {0 natural and peculiar to Woman,
that no one can difpute it her. #omen can perfuade
what they pleafe; and can diftate, defend, or di-
ftinguith between right and wrong, without the
help of laws, There are few judges, who have not
proved them the moft prevalent counfel ; and few
pleaders, who have not experienced them to be the
moft clear-headed equitable judges. When #o-
men fpeak on a fubje®, they handle it with fo de-
licate a touch, that the Men are forced to own they
feel what the former fay. All the oratory of the
{chools is not able to give the Men that eloquence
and eafe of fpeech, which cofts us nothing. And
that, which their mean envy call loquacity in us,
is only a readinefs of ideas, and an .eafe of delivery,
which they in vain labour, for years, to attain to.
With
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With what hefitation, confufion, and drudgery,
do not the Men labour to bring forth their thoughts 2
And when they do utter fomething tolerable ; with
what infipid geftures, diftortions, and grimaces,
do they not murder the few good things they fay?
Whereas, when a #7oman fpeaks 3 her air is gene-
rally noble and preventing, her gefture free and
full of dignity, her action is decent, her words
are eafy and infinuating, her flile is pathetic and
winning, and her voice melodious and tuned to her
fubject. She can foar to a level with the higheft
intelleét without bombaft, and, with a complacency
natural to the delicacy of her frame, defcend to the
meaneft capacity without meannefs. What is there
we are unfit to reafon upon, which does not offend
againft decency ? When we difcourfe of good or
evil, it is well known we are capable of winning
to the one and weaning from the other the moft
obftinate Men, if they have but minds fufceptible
of reafon and argument : And that characer of in-
tegrity, which is imprinted on our countenances
while we fpeak, renders our power of perfuafion
more prevalent. Sure then, if we are endow’d
with a more communicative cloquence than they
are, we muft be at leaft as well qualified as they to
teach the feiences 5 and if we are not feen in univer-
Jity chairs, it cannot be attributed to our want of
capacity to fill them, but to that violence with
which the Mex fupport their unjuft intrufion into
our places; or at leaft to our greater modefty
and lefs degree of ambition.
If
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If we were to apply to the low, we fhou’d fuc-
ceed in it at leaft as well as the Men, The natural
talent we have undifputed, of explaining and un-
raveling the moft knotty intricacies 3 of ftating our
own and other people’s pretenfions ; of difcovering
the grounds of a difpute, with the means to fet it
right ; and of fetting engines to work to do ourfelves
Juftice, is fufficient to prove that, were we to fill
the offices of counfel, judges, and magifirates, we
fhowd fhew a capacity in bufinefs which very few
Men can boaft of. But peace and juftice is our
ftudy, and our pride is to make up thofe breaches
which the corruption of that fex renders them in-
duftrious to make.

Our fex feems born to teach and practife phyfics
to reftore health to the fick ; and to preferve it to the
well. Neatnefs, handynefs, and compliance are
one half of a patient’s cure 3 and in this the Men
muft yield to us. Indeed in our turns we muft
yield to them in the art of inventing hard names 5
and puzzling a cure with the number, as well as
adding to a patient’s grievance with the coftlinefs,
of remedies: But we can invent, and have in-
vented, without the help of Galen, or Hippocrates,
an infinity of reliefs for the fick, which they and
their blind adherents cow’d neither improve nor
difapprove. And an old woman’s receipt, as it is
term’d, has often been known to remove an inve-
terate diftemper which has baffled the refearches*of
a college of graduates. In a word, the obferva-
tions made by #omen in their practice, have been

G fo
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fo exa®, and built upon fuch folid reafon, as to
fhew more than once the ufelefs pedantry of the
major part of fchool fyftems,

I hardly believe our fex wow'd fpend fo many
years to o little purpofe as thofe Mer do, who call
themfelves philofophers 5 were we to apply to the
Judy of nature. But I believe we coun’d point out
a much fhorter road to the defired end.  We fhou’d
fearcely do like fome Men who wafte whole years
(not to mention many of them who dwell for life)
on mere Entia Rationis, fiitious trifles, no where
to be found but in their own noddles. We fhow'd
find more ufeful employments for our inquiries,
than idly plodding to find out whether beyond the
utmofk circumference of the univerfe there be any
imaginary {pace, and whether that infant of our
own dream be infinite or finite : whether an atom
be fplittable into infinite parts, or how a column
of air upon a man’s head, reaching to the {ky,
fhall feel lefs heavy than a hob-nail,

Were we to exprefs our conceptions of God, it
wowd never enter into the head of one of us
to deferibe him as a venerable old man, No we
have a more noble idea of him, than to compare
him to any thing created. We conceive that there
muft be a God, becaufe we are fenfible that neither
we nor the objects which furround us can be the
works of chance, or of felf-production. And as
wedaily fee that the fuccefs, which attends our un-
dertakings, is farce ever the natural effect of the
means we made ufe of to attain to it, we are

convinced
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convinced that the conduc of our affairs is not
the confequence of our own prudence; and there-
fore conclude that it muft be the effect of a
fuperior, general, providence. We fhow’d never
take it into our heads to run divifions upon our
own chimerical Ayporbefes, -and to fill a volume to
anfwer an impofiible: as whether, if Man bad not
Jinw’d, the Son of God wouw’d have died : or whether by
Supernatural power a frone cou’d be lifted to the beatific
vifion. And yet we might without vanity afpire
to being as able philofophers or divines as the Men,
perhaps better: If I underftand rightly the fenfe
of thofe words. And furely philofophers and divines
according to the acceptation of the words, are fuch
as are perfe@tly verfed in the fecrets of nature and
myfteries of religion. If fo, as we know that the
chief fruit of all learning is a juft difcernment of
true from falfe, and of evidence from obfcurity,
we are equally capable of both. And were we to
aim at being both, we fhow’d make it our bufinefs
to form as juft ideas of the divinity and it’s revela-
tions as the weaknefs of human nature woud per-
mit, and to trace nature up to it’s true fource in
all it’s effets. And as we are fenfible that the
knowledge of ourfelves and the objects about us,
is abfolutely neceffary to render the aforemen-
tion’d knowledges ufeful; we fhowd, inftead of
lofing time in the trifles, which engrofs the ftudies
of the generality of male philofophers, apply our-
felves to the obfervation of ourfelves and the
different objects which environ us, . in order to

G 2 find
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find out in what they relate to or differ from
us; “and by what applications they may be bene-
ficial or obnoxious to us and to the end they
were given us for. Might we not then by this
means be both as learned philofophers and as able
divines as the Men 5 as capable of being taught,
and as fuccefsful in feaching, at leaft, as they
are ?

Practice fufficiently fpeaks us no lefs chriftian
than the Men: We reccive the gofpel with re-
verence and humility, and fubmit to it’s doctrines
and precepts in a more exemplary manner than
the generality of them. I own, fome of our fex
have carried their worfbip to fuper/titious lengths 5
but have not many of the Men done fo too?
And yet the /atter are the moft culpable : Since
the ignorance in which the former have been
bred reflets all the reproach on the Min them-
felves, for not giving them the means to avoid
Superftition. “Wherefore if their zeal has been in-
difcreet, their intention has been good : And we may
venture to affirm, from the eagernefs they fhew’d
in embracing religion and cleaving fo clofe to it
under all the difadvantages it appear’d to them
in, they wowd have as firmly adhered to true
piety had they obtain’d a clearer light of it.

What fhowd hinder us from regulating our
minds by the faith and difciplin of Chrift and his
church? If we lay’d the foundation of pbilofophy
and feholoftic divinity 5 fhow’d we not be as able
as the Men, in the progrefs of our ftudies, to
under-




,

[45]

underftand, compare and interpret the holy ferip-
tures, the writings of the fathers and the facred
canons ? Might we not qualify our minds and hearts
to compofe religious works, to preach, to confute
novelties, to regulate ourfelves and others, to re-
move their fcruples, and to refolve cafes of con-
fcience, as well as the moft learned cafuifts
living ?

Thus far I infift, there is no feience or public
office in a ftate, which #omen are not as much
qualified for by nature as the ableft of Aen.
With regard however to divinity, our natural
capacity has been reftrain’d by a pofitive law of
God; and therefore we know better than to lay

,claim to what we cow’d not pracife without
facrilegious intrufion. Though, by the bye, let

it be obferved that the bar which our Divine
Saviour has put to our exercifing any religious
funions, neither bars us from any other public
offices, nor proves us unworthy or naturally in
capable of exercifing even them. That he for-
bad us thofe functions proves us naturally apt
for them. But why he forbad wus, it would be
prefumptuous to enquire. However if it is law-
ful to reafon at all upon the divine precepts ; we
may affign a reafon, which carries it’sown pro-
bability with it and rather redounds to the
honour than difrepute of our fex. God undoubt-
edly knew the general tendency of the Men to
impiety and irreligion; and therefore why might
he not confine the functions of religion to that

fex,
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fex, to attrat fome of them at leaft to thofe
duties they have fuch a general apathy for ?
Efpecially fince the natural propenfity of our fex
to virine and weligion, made it unneceflary to add
any of thofe external helps to his divine grace,
in order 10 win us to what our hearts lead us
to.

If then we fet cuftom and prejudice  afide,
where wowld the oddity be to fee us dictating
Jeences from a wniverfity chair y fince to name
but one of a thoufand, that foreign young lady,
whofe extraordinary merit and capacity but a few
years ago forced a univerfity in dtaly to break
thtough the rules of partiality, cuftom, and prejudice,
in her favour, to confer on her a DocTor’s
Drceree, is a living proof that we are as capa-
ble, as any of the Men, of the higheft eminences
in the fphere of learning, if we had juftice done
us.

It is not fo much to do Jjuttice to my own
fex, that I quote this inftance, as to favour the
Men, by fhewing that it is not abfolutely im-
poflible for them to be fometimes juft, without
a miracle. Indeed it might require, in all pro-
bability, the labours of a wandring - Jew, to pro-
duce a few more inftances of the like equity to-
wards us in that jealous, ungenerous fex. But
to find many ladies nothing inferior in merit to
the laft mention’d, we need meither the pains of
runfing back to antiquity, nor the expence of a
voyage to foreign climes. Our own age and

country
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country may boaft of more than one Sappho,
numbers of Cornelias, and no fearcity of Schur-
mans and Daciers. If T chofe to unite the feveral
excellences of all thefe illuftrious names in one,
I might quote an Eliza not more to be envied
for the towering fuperiority of her genius and
Jjudgment, than honour’d far the ufé fhe makes of
them. Her early advances in ancient and modern
learning in general having raifed her above the
imitation of the Mew, as the many excellent virtues,
added to her extenfive knowledge, have fecured
her the eftcem of the #omen; it is no wonder
that, while the former are forced to admire her
in fpite of prejudice, we are at liberty to do
Juftice to her merit without fearing the fufpicion
of partiality towards her, However, as her own
excellence has extorted her juft praife from the
mouth of prejudice itfelf, I fhall forbear to
characterife her; content to fec the work al-
ready done to my hand, by that fex itfelf: and
therefore refer my readers for a farther account
of this true #oman to what the Reverend Mr Birch
fays of her in the Hiftory of the Works of the
Learned *: which is fo much the more to be
relied on as it come from a Man 5 one of that
fex which feems to pique itfelf with no other
degree of equity, than that of never praifing any
of ours beyond their defert, If the comparifony
this candid gentleman there makes between the

. talents

* For Fum, 1739.
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talents of our fex and his own, fhouw’d prove too
galling for their innate jealoufy ; let the men ex-
cufe him at leaft, and pacify themfelves with the
refletion on the thanks they all owe him for
giving us this frefh inftance, in his own perfon,
of the poflibility of finding a Man who can
throw off paffion and prejudice, for the fake of
truth and honetty,

We may eafily conclude then, that, if our fex,
as it hitherto appears, have all the talents requifite
to learn and teach thofe [eiences, which qualify
Men for power and dignity ; they are equally
capable of applying their knowledge to practice,
in exercifing that power and dignity. And fince,
as we have faid, this nation has feen many glo-
rious inftances of Women, feverally qualified to
have all public authority center’d in them: why
may they not be as qualified at leaft for the
fubordinate - offices of minifters of ftate, vice-
queens, governeffes, fecretaries, privy-counfellors,
and treafurers? Or why may they not, without
oddity, be even generals of armies, and admirals
of fleets? But this will be more proper to con-
fider feparately.
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G H A P. VIL

Whether Women are naturally qualified  for
military offices, or mot.

Muft confefs, I cannot find how the oddity wowd
be greater, to feca lady wirh a truncheon in her
hand, than with a crown on her head 5 or why it
fhowd create more furprife, to fee her prefide ina
council of war, than ina council of ftate. Why
may fhe not be as capable of heading an army as
a parliament 3 or of commanding at fea as of reign-
ing at land ? What fhow’d hinder her from hold-
ing the helm of a fleet with the fame fafety and
fteadinefs as that of a nation? And why may the
not exercife her foldiers, draw up her troops in
battle array, and divide her forces into battalions
at land, fquadrons at fea, €3¢, with the fame plea-
fure fhe wou'd have in feeing or ordering it to be
done ? The military art has no myftery in it be-
yond others, which 77omen cannot atrain to. A
Woman is as capable as a Man of making herfelf,
by means of a map, acquainted with the good and
bad ways, the dangerous and fafe paffes, or the
proper fituations for encampment. And what fhowd
hinder her from making herfelf miftrefs of all
the ftratagems of war, of charging, retre
furprifing, laying ambuthes, counterfeiting marches,
feigning flights, giving falfe attacks, fupporting
H real
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real ones, animating the foldiery, and adding ex-
ample to eloquence by being the firft to mount a
breach, Perfuafion, heat, and example are the
foul of vittory: And Women can thew as much
eloquence, warmth and intrepidity, where their ho-
nour is at ftake, as is requifite to attack or defend
a town.

There can be no real difference pointed out be-
tween the inward or outward conftitution of Men
and 7omen, excepting what merely tends to giving
birth to pofterity. And the differences thence
arifing are no ways fufficient to argue more natural
ftrength in the one than in the other, to qualify
them more for military labours. Are not the
Women of different degrees of ftrength, like the
Men 2 Aré there not ftrong and weak of both
fexes ? Men educated in floth and foftnefs are
weaker than Women ; and Women, become harden’d
by neceflity, are often more robuft than Men. We
need go no farther than Chelfea for a proof that
Woainan may be enured to all the hardfhips of a
campaign, and to meer all the terrors of it, as well
as the braveft of the oppofite fex.

What has greatly helpd to confirm the Mex in
the prejudiced notion of #Zumen’s narural weak-
nefs, is the common manner of expreflion which
this very vulgar error gave birth to. When they
mean to ftigmatife a Man with want of courage
they call him effeminate, and when they would
praife a #oman for her courage they call her manly.
But as thefe, and fuch like expreflions, are merely
arbitrary,
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arbitrary, and but a fulfome compliment which the
Men pafs on themfelves, they eftablifh no truth.
The real truth is, That humanity and integrity, the
charaéteriftics of our fex, make us abhor unjuft
flaughter, and prefer honourable peace to unjuft war,
And therefore to ufe thefe expreffions with pro-
priety, when a Man is poffeft of our virtues he
thow’d ‘be call’d effeminate by way of the higheft
praife of his good-nature and juftice; and a Woman
who departs from our fex by efpoufing the injuftice
and cruelty of the Men’s nature fhould be call’d a
Man : that is, one whom no facred ties can bind
to the obfervation of juft treaties, and whom no
blood-fhed can deter from the moft cruental violence
and rapin.

But be this as it may, certain it is, that bare
ftrength intitles the Men to no fuperiority above
us, as I have already remark’d. Otherwife brutes
wow’d deferve the pre-eminence of them. And
among themfelves, the ftrongeft man ought to be
the chief in power. . Whereas we plainly fee that,
generally fpeaking, the ftrongeft are only fit to
make drudges to the reft; and particularly in
armies, they who have moft of brutal vigour are
often ufeful only for fafcines to men much weaker
than themfelves to mount a breach. On the other
hand, men who have lefs ftrength have very often
the moft brains. The wifeft philofophers, the
ableft poers, and the greateft princes have not al-
ways had the beft conftitutions. Henry was na
match in flrength with Sir Fobn Falfaff. And
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a Marlborough perhaps might have routed an army
with more cafe than he cou’d have wreftled with
the meaneft of his foldiers.

It is quite idle then to infift fo much on bodily
itrength, asa neceflary qualification to military em-
ployments. And it is full as idle to imagin that
Waomen are not naturally as capable of courage and
refolution as the Men. We are indeed charged,
without any exception, with being timorous, and
incapable of defence ; frighted at our own fhadows 3
alarm’d at the cry of an infant, the bark of a dog,
the whiftling of the wind, ora tale of hob-goblins.
But is this univerfally true ? Are there not Men as
void of courage as the moft heartlefs of our fex?
And yet it is known that the moft timorous Homen
often makea virtue of neceflity, and facrifice their
own fears for the fafety of a hufband, a fon, or a
brother.  Fearful and weak as they are, they often
behave more courageoufly than the Men under
pains, ficknefs, want, and the terrors of death it-
felf.

Fear is almoft an infeparable attendant on

.vircue, The virtuous are ever timid more or lefs "

their own inoffenfive difpofition and the knowledge
they have how much vice abounds among Men,
are fufficient to incline them to fear on every ap-
pearance of danger. *Tis a paffion natural to
all: Princes fear the rebellion of their fubjects
generals the furprize of an enemy; and the very
man who draws his fword to refent an injury,

fears
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fears the fhame of it, fears his adverfary, and
fears the law.

Nay fear is even a virtue in thofe who know them-
felves incapable of refifting what they fear ; and is
only blameable in fuch as have the power to repel
the evil which threatens them. A lawyer, who has
fpent his whole life in poring over Coke upon Lit-
tleton, can no more, with reafon, be accufed of
want of courage for refufing a challenge from an
officer of the Army, than a foldier can be call’d 2
coward for refufing to ftake his fortune againft a
lady at guadrille. ‘The manner /7omen are bred in
gives them room to apprehend every thing. They
are admitted to no fhare of the exercifes which
wouwd qualify them to attack ordefend. They fee
themfelves helplefsly expofed to the outrages of a
fex enflaved to the moft brutal tranfports; and
find themfelves victims of contempt to wretches,
whofe prevalent ftrength is often exerted againft
them with more fury and cruelty than beafts prac-
tice towards one another. Can our fear then be
imputed to want of courage? Is it a defe&? Or
ought it not rather to be alledged as a proof of our
fenfe? Since it wouwd be rather fool-hardinefs than
courage to withftand brutes, wha want the fenfe
to be overcome by reafon, and whom we want
means to repel by force of arms ?

And yet it is far from being true thatall Zomen
want courage, ftrength, or conduét to lead an army
to triumph; any more than itis thatall Men are
gndow’d with them. There are many of our fex as

intrepid
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intrepid as the M ; and I myfelf cow’d, with mote
eafe and lefs repugnance, dare the frowns and fury
of an already victorious army which I had forces
to refift, than I cowd ftoop to court the finiles
of a corrupt minifter whom 1 had reafon to
defpife.

Need I bring Amazons from Seythia o prove the
courage of Women ? Need I run to ltaly for a Ca-
mills to fhew an inftance of warlike courage ?
Woud the wife of Pefus, who ftabb’d herfelf firft
to encourage her defponding hufband to do to the
like, have been afiaid to mount a breach ? Wouwd
not fhe, who cowd fhatch the knife from her bleed-
ing breaft and ferenely give it to Thrafeas with a—
Prike, Perus! it don't Jmart : Wowd not fhe,
I fay, have been equally capable of animating with
perfuafion and example an army in the defence her
country? Let France boat it’s maid of Orleans 5
and other nations glory in their numberlefs ftore of
warlike Women.  We need not go out of England
to feck heroines, while we have annals to preferve
their illuftrious names. To whom did Lingland
owe it’s deliverance from the tyrannic yoke of the
Danes? But to pafs over the many inftances of
warlike bravery in our fex, let it fuffice to name a
Boadicea, who made the moft glorious ftand againft
the Romans in the defence of her country, which
that great empire was ever a witnefs to, - And i
her endeavours did not meet with the fuccefs of an
Alexander, a Cefar, or a Charles of Sweden in his
fortunate days 5 her courage and conduét were fuch,
as
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as render’d her worthy to be confider’d equal, if
not fuperior to them all, in bravery and wifdom 3
not to mention the nicer juftice of her intentions,

‘Thus far T think it evidently appears, that there
is no fience, office, or dignity, which Women have
not an equal right to fhare in with the Mex : Since
there can be no fuperiority but that of brutal
ftrength thewn in the /atter, to entitle them to en-
grofs all power and prerogative to themfelves: nor
any incapacity proved in the former to difqualify
them of their right, but what is owing to the un-
jutt oppreflion of the Mex and might be eafily
removed. With regard however to warlike em-
ployments, it feems to be a difpofition of Proi-
dence that cuftom has exempted us from them, As
failors in a ftorm throw overboard their more ufe-
lefs lumber; fo it is bug fit that the Men alone
fhow’dbe expofed to the dangers and hardthips of
war, while we remain in fafety at home, They are,
generally fpeaking, good for little elfe but to be
our bulwarks: And our fmiles are the moft noble
rewards which the braveft of them all ought to
defire, or can deferve, for all the hazards they en-
counter, and for all the labours they go thro’ in
our defence during the moft tedious campaigps.
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H A T I have hitherto faid has not beert
with an intention to ftir up any of my
own fex to revolt againft the Men, or to invert the
prefent order of things with regard to government
and authority. No, let them ftand as they are:
1 only mean to fhew my fex that they are not fo
defpicable as the Men wou'd have them believe
themfelves, and that we are capable of as much
greatnefs of foul as the beft of that haughty fex.
And I am fully convinced, it wou’d be to the joint
intereft of both to think fo. |
This is plain from the ill confequences attend-
ing the oppofite error. The Men, by thinking us
incapable of improving our intellets, have entirely
thrown us out of all the advantages of educa-
tion; and thercby contributed as much as poffi-
ble to .make us the fenfelefs creatures they imagin
us. So that, for want of education, we are ren-
der’d fubje& to all the follies they diflike in
us, and are loaded with their iil treatment for
faults of their own creating in us, and which,
we are denied the helps neceffary to avoid. And
what is the confequence of this tyrannic treat-
ment of us? Why, it finally reverts on them-
felves:
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felves: The fame want of learning and education
which hurries Zomen into what difpleafes the
Men, debars them of the virtues requifit to
fupport them under the ill treatment they are
loaded with by the Men, in confequence of their
indifcretions: And for want of thofe virtues they
often run very unjuftifiable lengths to be re-
venged on their tyrants, Thus does it arrive
generally fpeaking that both Aen and Women
hold one-another in fovereign contempt, and
therefore vie with each-other, which fhall {hall treat
the other the worft. Whereas how happy might
they be, woud both fexes but refolve cach to
give the orber that juft efteem which is their
due!

However, if truth may be fpoken ; it is une
deniable that the blame lies chicfly and originally
in the Men. Since if they wowd but allow
Women the advantages of education and literature 5
the latter would learn to defpife thofe follies
and trifles, for which they are at prefent un-
juftly defpifed. Our fex wowd be enabled to give
the Men, a better opinion of our capacity of head
and difpofition of heart : And the Men, in propor~
tion to the encreafe of their efteem for us, wowd
lefien, and by degrees reform, their ill-treatment
of us. Women wowd make it their ftudy to
improve their parts, and with encreafe of know-
ledge they muft, grow good. Their pleafurs
and ftudy wowd be to entertain the Men with
fenfe, and to add folidity to their charms. By

1
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which means Zoth fexes wou’d be happy, and
neither have caufe to blame the otker. But while
they lock up from us all the avenues to know-
ledge, they cannot without reproach to them-
felves blame us for any mifconduét which igno-
rance may be mother of: And we cannot but
accufe them of the moft cruel injuftice in difefteem-
ing and ill-ufing us for faults they put out of our
power to correct.

It wowd be needlefs to fay any more on this
fubject, if it was not in anfwer to fome weak
people who are vainly perfuaded, that there is
a real difference between Us and the Men with
regard to wirtue : Whereas nothing can be
more abfurd. It is undoubtedly true, that there
have been, and are, many very good, and as many
very bad, people of both fexes. And if it fhowd
be fuppofed, tho’ it cannot be proved, that fome
Women have been more flagitious than any Men 5
that will no ways redound to the difhonour of our
fex in general.  The corruption of the beft is ever the
worft: And fhow’d we grant that in quality of vices
fome of our fex have exceeded the Men ; It muft
be own’d that their numbers wouw'd at leaft bal-
lance the account. I believe no one will deny
but that at leaft, upon the moft moderate com-
putation, there are a thoufand ad Men to one
bad Woman. But to know whether either Sex be
naturally more vicious than the other, we muft
obferve that there is nothing but the foul capable
of virtue, which confifts in a firm refolution of

doing
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doing what we judge the beft, according to
the diCtates of 7eafon and religion compared with
the different occurrences we meet with in life,
Now the mind is no lefs capable in #omen than
in Men of that firm refolution which makes up vir-
tue, nor of knowing the occafions of putting it in
practice.

Weak as the generality reckon us #omen, we
can regulate our paffions as well as the Men;
and are no more enclined to vice than to virtue.
‘We might even make the feale turn in our own
favour in this particular, without doing violence
to truth or juftice. - However, upon the whole, if
there be equal eccafion of finding fault in both
fexes ; That which accufes the other offends againft
natural equity, If there be more evil in the
Men than in us, and they are too ftupified to
fee it; they are guilty of rathnefs in finding
fault with our fex. And if they do fee and mali-
cioufly conceal their own greater faults; is it not
bafe in them to blame us who have lefs? If
there be more good in #umen than in Mens
ought not the Men to be accufed of ignorance
or envy in not acknowledging it? When a
Woman has more virtye than vice, fhow’d not
the one atone for the other? This is efpecially
true when our defe@ts are infurmountable, and
when we are deprived of means to rid ourfelves
of them; which=is generally the cafe with moft
of the faulty of our fex, and ought to merit
them compaffion rather than contempt. Laftly,

12 when
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when our failings are only feemingly fuch, or at
moft but trivial in themfelves, it is imprudent,
malicious, and pitiful to infift on them. And yet
it is eafy to prove, that fuch are the generality
of the faults we are charged with, which can
any way affect us all.

Thus then does it hitherto fully. appear, how
falfely we are deem’d, by the Men, wanting in that
folidity of fenfe which they fo vainly value them-
felves upon. Our right is the fame with theirs
to all public employments; we are endowd, by
nature, with geniufes at leaft as capable of filling
them as theirs can be : and our hearts are as fufcep-
tible of wirtue as our heads are of the fiences. We
neither want fpirit, firength, nor courage, to defend
a country, nor prudence to ruleit. Our fouls are
as perfef? as theirs, and the organs they depend
on are generally more refined.  However, if the
bodies be compared to decide the right of ex-
cellence in either fex; we need not contend : The
Men themfelves 1 prefume will give it up. They
cannot deny but that we have the advantage of
them in the internal mechanifm of our frames :
Since in us is produced the moft beautiful and
wonderful of all creatures: And how much have
we not the advantage of them in outfide ? What
beauty, comelinefs, and graces, has not heaven
attach’d to our fex above theirs? I fhowd blufh
with {corn to mention this, if I did not think it
an indication of our fouls being alfo in a flate
of greater delicacy ; For I cannot help thinking

that
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that the Wife Author of nature fuited our frames
to the fouls he gave us. And furely then the
acutenefs of our minds, with what paffes in
the infide of our heads, ought to render us at
leaft EquaLs to Men, fince the outfide feldom
fails to make us their abfolute miftreffes.

And yet I wouwd have none of my fex build
their authority barely on fo flight a founda-
tion. No: Good fenfe will out-laft a handfome
face: And the dominion gain'd over hearts by
reafon is lafting. I woud therefore exhort all
my fex to throw afide idle amufements, and to
betake themfelves to the improvement of their
minds, that we may be able to a& with that
becoming dignity our nature has fitted us tos
and, without claiming or valuing it, fhew our
{felves worthy fomething from them, as much
above their bare efteem, as they coneeit them-
felves above us. In a word, let us fhew them,
by what little we do without aid of education,
the much we might do if they did us juftices;
that we may force a blufth from them, if poffible,
and compel them to confefs their own bafenefs to
us, and that the worft of us deferve much better
treatment than the beft of us receive.

L N LS
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DEDICATION.

Jothe LADIES,
IF openly to attack fo fair and faveurite a Part of
buman Society as you are, fhould [eem a confident
Attempt 5 it will appear a much bolder one, to la
your Feet, for Approbation, the very Inftrument of 5o
Pain, fill warm and reeking from the Wound it bas
givenyou. Methinks I fee [ome pretty Lady pouti
with an Indignation fo amiable; that a Man would a
wmoft, for the [ake of bebolding, purpofely ffudy to pigue
ber. What! [ays the charming, peevifb Thing, is not
Jeriking at our Honour in every tender Part, an Injury
great enough, unlefs the Aggre(for infult us with the
wery Weaponwhich bas juft executed bis cruel P
Muft we not only feel the barbarous Edge of bis nngene-
yous Satire, but b taunted with a Dedication of i
And truly, T maft own, if we areto judge of T
by their firft Appearances, the angry Fair-one’s Tran/~
port is not quite unreafomable.  But ftill, Ladies, if
you allow yourfelves Leifure to refleét, you will not
only be far from confidering me as an injolent Eneryy
but will look upon it as your common Intereft to ac-
knowledge me a generous Friend. — Examine but the
Nature of the Operation I bave performed, and the
Difeafe which made it neceffary, and you will confider
me in the true Charatler I ait iny which is not that
of a mercilefs Affaffin, whofe End is Defiruttion, bus
1hat of an hogourable Surgean, who makes no fncifion,
but to let in a Cure where it is wanting. :
As I bave employed a good deal of Tuie in the Study
of your fair Beings, I could not belp difcovering, in
Jeveral of you, many vifible Tumours, in Mind gnd
Heart, which, like Pimples on your Faces, were inju-,
rious to your real Charms, and obffruttive of the ra-
tional Delight you were born ta receive and beftow. Ne-
verthelefs,
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erthelefs, the fame tender Refpect, which made me
anxious in wifbing you an effettual Riddance of them,
reftrained me from attempting to-remove them myfelf 5
I faw no probable Means of fucceeding to my Wifb, but
by [uch an Operation as muft. give exquifite Smart to
Jome, bowever beneficial it was likely to prove to all.
But when I faw a rafbh * Hand from among your fair
Selves indifereetly bufied in clogging your Evils, already
oo dangerous, with the more dangerous Poultice of
Pride and Ambition, I thought it bigh time to:fpare
ou. the threatening Gangrene, ot the Expence of fome
Anguifb, by applying, where necefJary, theLancet of Sa=
tire, tolet out thofe Tmpoftbumes, which the presty, uns
defigning Traitref[s was labouring torender incurable.

1 would beg fair Sophia’s Pardon for giving ber
the Title of ‘Traitrefs, if I did not think the Epithet
undefigning fufficient to compenfate for Apologies. 1
am for from imagining, [be bad the leaft Jinifter View
in the Work fbe has publifbed : On the contrary, Fam
snwardly convinced, her Intentions were excellent. For
though I have not the Honour or Happinefs to know the
¢charming Creature, however I wifb for both; the hoble
Sentiments and. virtuous Difpofitions fbe difeovers in
that ingenious Effay, oblige me to confider ber as an-
other Angelica, at once ber Sex’s nobleft Qrnament,
end livelielt Reproach, as well as the moft illufrious
Example their virtuous Ambition can afpire to copy af-
zer. If all Women were like ber, we fhould bave little
Danger. to apprrehend. from coming into ber Ladyfbip’s
Notions  and I might bave Jpaved the Pains of ade-
Jperate Remedy to try to make them fuch.  But as the
Calfe is quite otherwife, and their dangerous Evils call
Jor a dongerous Cure ;. I flatter myfelf, lovely Crea-
tures, that fhe, and-all fuch of you as are like her,
will approve me for attempting one. - How muchmore
concerned I am. for your Happine(s than my own Safety,
muft appear fram my entering the Lifks againft & Lady
Jo formidable as Sophia muft be, if the Charms of ber
Lerfon are equal to thofe of her Soul,

* Sephia’s Treatife, entisled, Weman not inferior'to Man.
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If 1y Zeal for your Felicity and Safety bas rendered
me eager 10 refcue you from imminent Mifery; it bas
equally tempered that Eagernefs with a Regard for your
natural Delicacy in the Manner of doing it So that
wherever I found Amputation neceffary, without fpare-
ing proud Flefb, 1 bave been [paring of the Quick,. Bus
ify meverthelefs,. I bave not been able to purfue the
honeft End. of my Wifbes without giving Pain to fome
of you, let your Refentment be levelled, not at the In-
ftrument of your Cure, but at the Evils which called
for it 5, not at the Hand which dirested it, but at that
which proveked it. * Infiead then of frowning on me
as an Enemy who bas a Defign on your Honour and
Happinefs, if you bave either at Heart, you will ex-
ert all your Induftry, to fbew bow far you are from
being incurable in your Evils, by reaping - the Benefit
of a Cure offered you, and bow little you are averfe
10 that Cure, by receiving into your Graces the Perfon
wha bas generoyfly endeavoured to perform it at the
Rifk of difpleafing you.

Or otherwife, lovely Creatures, if you are infenfible
of being, or unwilling to own yourfelves, in Need of o
Cure, let. that natural Love of Change whick is fo
bewitching in you, juftify my prefenting to you this little
Love-giftinadifferent Shape, by changing the Allegory.
The Tranfition, bowever unconneéted, is no Impropriety
in aw Addrefs-to fuch pretty variable Things as you,
Fangy then thatit is a ufeful Pocket-mirrour I prefent
You with: It is at leaft capable of anfwering the beft
Ends of one, if confulted with the fame Attention as
the Glaffes on your Toilets.  Indeed you. will find it
lefs flattering than moft of thofe ares but perbaps it
may. prove the more ufeful for being fo 5 and thete-
fore ought to be, at leaft, equally agreeable to you,
By fbewing you ta yourfelves in a true Light, it will,
I bope, enable you to improve the real. Excellencies,
and. to remove out of Sightall the Blemifbes you may
difcover in yourfelves, - And as Patches and Paint
will be ufelefs to bide the Defets which this will
point: you out, it may poffitly [fet you on finding os

better




viii D E DI CATT 0N

better Eafcdiwt: to prevent the ill Effects of them,
than the daubing Difguife of Affedlation.

Accept then this listle Token of my Regard to you
in the Light I propofe it in, and I am confident you
cannot be out of Temper with the Donor. For, fbould
any of you chance to fee yourfelves in a Salacia, an
Uberia, @ Pavonia, or fome ather as little pleafivg
Figure, it is not the Truth of the Reprefentation, but
yourfelves, you muft fall out with, for being folike what
o are [o un 10 be thought like.  And fuch of
you as may applaud yourfelves in the Merit of an An-
gelica, can baveno Reafon to be angry with me, for
Placing you in Company which can only ferve to fet your
Charms in a more confpicuous Light.

If I bave not veprefented all. W oren in that ami-

able Charaéler, ‘it is not my Foult, byt theirs, who
efufe or neglet to affume it : For, if you are ot all
‘Angelica’s, yet smany of you have the Power to.be
Such. . Adnd therefore, ify notwithftanding all I have
Jfaid, you are ftill refolved to confider me as an Enemy,
for ex;wfmg the Deformity of Jome of you, you have o
fair Opportunity of taking an honourable Revenge, by
:m/nulwztm offuming Angelica’s Charatier.
s you will condemnn me to the Tnfamy
s Libeller, and makeall I have advanced,
of your Sex in general, be branded by
b the ignominions Title of impudent
Falthood.  And fhould this Undertaking be happy
enaugh to provoke you to fuch a noble Refentment, T
Joall think my Labour amply rewarded by the Fruit
it produces : For fuch is the ardent Zeal 1 bave for
our veal Felicity, that I would gladly fall a Sacri-
Jice 1o the wor$t Effeéts of your Indignation, to have
the Merit of contributing towards making you the
molt perfe, as you are the most lovely Beings in
the Univerfe,

Iam,
LADIES,

Your moft humble Servant,
* % % %
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INTRODUCTION.

HE very great Tendernefs 1 have
always exprefled and really felt for
the -Fair Sex, would by no means
fuffer me now to exert my Pen againft
> that delicate Part ‘of the Creation
which has hitherfo engrofled my beft Withes, if
Juftice to my own Sex, a difinterefted Zeal for the
Profperity of the other, and an invincible Love of
‘Truth; did not oblige me to render them a Service
by oppofing them. ~Nature, ever reminding me
that I was born of a Woman, bids me refpect that
endearing Name ; yet Honour, not allowing me
to forget by whom'I was begotten, forbids me ta
derogate from the Dignity of Maz. However Ge~
nerofity then may incline me to favour the Womer;
by overlooking their real Imperfections; and put-
ing an advantageous Glofs on their little Merits 5
yet it is an A¢t of Juftice I owe to my own Sex, to
defend its Prerogatives; ‘when openly attacked by
the too daring Ambition of the other.

From the Beginning of the World till now; oz
Sex has enjoyed an undifputed Sovercignty over the
ether; and their joint Confent in all Ages fufficient-
ly proves our Poffeffion not ufurped. Hitherto
the #omen,; confcious of their own Inabilities; have
chearfully acknowledged the Authority which Wif~
dom gives the Mex over them ; content with the fofe
Dominion which Leve fecures to them over our
Sex. In a Word, the little Glimmering of Ii_em

; 2 on;
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fon, which Heaven beftowed on them out of Com-
paffion to us, that they might be in fome_Dtgrec
a fort of rational Amufement to us, was fufficient
to convince them of the Juftnefs of their Subjec-
tion. And fo far from accufing Nature of Partia-
lity in making them Vaffals to us, they were fen-
{ible that fhe had been but too bountiful in beftow=
ing on them the Privilege of reigning in the Hearts
of their Lords: A Privilege which we have hi-
therto been too generous to grudge them ; having
no Danger to apprehend from leaving our Hearts
in the Keeping of #omen, while the Heads of 'the
Fair Keepers themfelves were in due Subjeétion to
our own.

But the Cafe muft neeeffarily alter from the Mi-
nute that Sex forgets its Allegiance to us. If once
the Women prefume to call in Queftion the great
Duty of Vaffalage to us, it muft be Time to with=
draw our Hearts from their Power. They can no
longer be fafe in the Cuftody of fuch Women as re
fufe to fubmit themfelves to our Authority.

The joint Induftry of the Fair at all Times, in
labouring to make themfelves agreeable to vs, is a
ftanding Proof, that that is the great Bufinefs they
were created for, 1 that the Acquiring our Zove
and Efteem is the higheft End their Ambition ought
to foar to; as the Pofleffion of oth is the great and
fole Happinefs they are capable of enjoying in this
Life. But how can they hope ever to reach either,
without perfevering in"the Ufe of thofe Methods
which alone can render them worthy to obtain what
they aim at? How fhail they appear any longer
agreeable in our Eyes, if once they throw off that
Modefty and Subje@tion which alone give even
their native Charms the Force to us ? What
“Fitle will they have left to our Favour and Indul-
gence, from the Moment they begin to difpute
our Power and Prerogative qver them? In a
Word,
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Word, If, inftead of making ufe of the little
Complaifances we have for their Weaknefs, to re-
double their Obedience and Fidelity to us, they
afpire to become our Equals; ought we not, in
Juftice to ourfelves, and for Inftruction to them,
to thew them, that it has been owing to our own
Generofity, more than to any Right they can
claim, that we have not hitherto treated them only
as our lefs ufeful Slaves?
However, one fhould be apt to imagine, that
Woemen had their own Intereft more at Heart than
to reduce us to this Extremity, Who could con-
ceive, that any one of that Sex would be fo much
an Enemy to herfelf and the reft, as to rifk the
Forfeiture of that Liberty which the Men have fo
gracioufly raifed them to, merely for the fake of
grafping at a Power which they are fure of
never attaining ? And yet, inconceivable as it is,
our own Times can fhew a very recent Inftance of
it in a Lady, who, perhaps for the Sake of becom-
ing an Author, has taken abundanec of Pains to
convince us, that there is no Excefs of Extrava-
gance which that Sex cannot attempt, and no Pre-
fumption in them which. merits our Surprize.
Every one will be able to guefs that I am fpeak-
ing of Soenra, that enlightened Lady, who has
furprifingly found out, that Man is not fuperior to
Woman n any thing but what fhe pleafes to call
brutal Strength! Sa extravagant an Affertion can-
not but be attended with very fatal Confequences to
both Sexes, if liftened to by the Women: And
what will not #oman liften to, which flatters her
Vanity, Ambition, Curiofity, or Love of Change? |

For, Women bave fantaftic Conftitutions,
Tnconftant as their Wifbes, ever wav’'ring,
And never fix’d, Ven. Pref,
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Safe in the Paradife of our protecting Love, they
are fure of Happinefs, while, conftious of the Blef
fing, they perfift in deferving it by their Fidelity
and Obedience! But if once they give ear to this
fair fallen Angel, like true Daughters of their firft
fickle Parent Ewve, the flattering Bait of Power,
Dignity, and Knowledge, will cheat them of that
Happinefs ; and, by exciting them to difobey, will
banith them the Sanétuary of our Hearts, their only
Afylum from Scorn and Wretchedn: So (if we
may compare great Things with litcle, the Sacred
with the Vain) the darkeft Angels once were hap-

y 5 till Lacifer, the nobleft, brighteft of them all,
not content to be the Almighty’s favourite Crea-
ture, and next in Glory to the Deity, vainly afpired
to be the eternal Sovereign’s Equal, rebelled againft
his Lord, and drew whole Legions into the Revole,
But what was the Confequence of their Prefump-
tion? They juftly incurred their Maker’s Indigna-
tion, were banithed Heaven, and fell the unpitied
Vi@tims of their rath Ambition. Infinite as the
Diftance is between Gad and Man, it is eafy to fee
the Analogy between the Revolt of thefe ambitioug
Spirits againft their heavenly Sovereign, and the
Rebellion to which §gphbia’s’ Doctrine may excite
the reft of her Sex againft the natural Lords, to
whom God made them fubjeét here on Earth.
But let the fair Copies of thofe fickle Beings, cau-
tioned by their Fall, avoid the leaft Appearance
of their Fault; left, afpiring to be our Equals,
they fhould lofe our Affection, which alone entitles
thetn to the little Condefcendences we have for
them, and fall irrevocably to the low Condition
into which our Difregard is capable of finking
them,

To fhew them how much I am theit Friend, and
how fincerely I with to preferve them in that De-
gree which the Generofity of the Men has lifted
= them
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them to, I fhall here render them all the Service
their tender Capacitics will permit me to do, by
endeavouring to open their Eyes to the Difcovery
of the gay Illufions of this afpiring Lady; that
they may not become the Dupes of her friendly but
miftaken Zeal for them, which might otherwife do
them more Mifchief, than their greateft Enemies
could with done, or than their native Charms could
poffibly repair.

This dextrous Female, to give us a Sample of
the Expertnefs of her Sex at Invention, has artfully
enough thrown in a Caveat againft any Man's being
Judge of the Eguality or Inferiority of Merit in
Women, as compared with Men ; becaufe truly the
‘Men are to be confidered as Parties concerned, and
therefore muft all be partial in their Judgment.
However, I muft beg ] .eave to obferve, that though
it is true, that the Generality of both Sexes are
wweak enough to give Prejudice and Intereft the Pre-
ference to ‘1'ruth and Juftice; yet even Sophia her-
felf cannot be fo rafhly cenforious as to imagine that
all are unjuft alike. ~And therefore the muft own
that fome few Men may be found among us, who,
fuppofing their Intereft to be ever fo nearly con-
cerned, would neverthelefs be honeft enough to
acknowledge the 77omen for their Equals, if there
was the leaft Appearance of Reafon in their Fa-
wour; and to make them every Conceffion they
had a Right to demand,

For my own part at leaft, I have fo indefeafible
a Right to be ranked in the Number of thofe few,
that the moft jealous of their Sex cannot difpute
my Title. For, on one fide, Icanhave no Intereft;
to biafs me; having nothing to hope or fear from
my own Sex, and expecting as little from the oppo-
fite: and on the other, if T have received any Par-
tiality from Inclination, it is all for the Zomen. 1
dlo not fay this out of any Ambition of being Judge
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in {o unthankful an Affair, in which it will be im<
poflible to do Juftice to one Party without giving
the other Offence.  And I, of all Men, have the
lealt Reafon to court the Occafion of difpleafing
thofe amiable Creatures, who cannot myfelf give
them the flighteft Pain without fharing with them
i at.

Inftead therefore of taking upon me the Office
of deciding on the Merit of the Fair Sex, and the
Degree they ought to ftand in comparatively with
the Mez; 1 thall leave it to themfelves to be Judges
in their own Caufe, after I have fai ly ftated what
is worthy Obfervation on both Sides of the Debate,
For I can by no means apprehend any thing from
their Partiality, or Prejudice, when I confider how
much it s to their own Advantage to be juft to the

Zeit, and how feldom they are guiity of difregard-
ing their own private Interefts.

The more judicious Part of our Sex may perhaps
think it dangerous to truft the #umen as Judges
©f any thing where Reafon is concerned, on account
of the Weaknefs of their Intellets, which feldom
can reach higher than a Head drefs. But to re-
move all Objections of this Kind, I fhall endea-
vour to make the Matter plain to them, by treating
it in the moft familiar Manner 3 not only to pre-
vent their weakening the little Underftanding they
baye, by keeping it too much upaon the Stretch,
but to fave them from expofing their light-pinioned
Fancy to the refiftlefs Beams of Scrutiny, by foar-
ing above their Capacity: I fhall do my utmoft tg
ma Reafon ftoop to their Comprehenfion, by
confining myfelf intirely to their Sphere. In do-
ing tins, I know it will be expeéted that I fhould
take notice of whatever ‘may feem worthy of azy
in the pretty whim(ical Treatife with which Sophia
s thought fit.to divert the Public : 'And theres
I fhall follow the Method fhe has pointed out
tQ
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to me. However, I muft beg to be excufed from
being acceffary to her lofing herfelf and her Parti-
fins in the Maze of Theory 3 a Ground too holy for
Female Fect to tread with Impunity. No; Prac<
tice is the Boundary of their Province 5 and there=
fore I fhall wholly confine myfelf, in this little
Treatife, to practical Reafoning ; except where:' I
am obliged to ftep afide to recover my bewildered
fair Antagonift frem the Danger of ftraying out of
her Latitude.

It will be a needlefs Repetition, to fay, that my
only Motive in oppofing this Lady is, the Defirc
of {econding her good Intention, by doing effectual
Service to her SLX, as my only View. in laying:
open their Foibles is, the Hope I conceive of ren-
dering them lefs pernicious to themfelves. How-
ever, tcndtr as I defign to be in handling the Faults
of thefe delicate Creatures, I am fcnﬁble that an
Operation of this Kind cannot but give them fome
Smart. Neverthelefs, refolved, like an ho
geon, to conquer the little Relucta
dliuokd to Compaffion, I fhall rather choofe to
give them a little momentary Pain, than fuffer
thLm out of falfe-Tendernefs, to rifk a more fatal
Mortification. Fhe little: Uneafinefs, which the
Prcbmg of their Blemifhes may occafion, will be
amply attoned for by the (nmmmc it will prevent s
efpecially fince natural Propenfity tow,
will incline me to uic them as gently a
Not that I expect my Fair Patients to be reconcile d
to the Cure, while they are under the Operation,
any more than I can think of fecing a ddmmu
Man fond of the Hand which trepans “him. 1 onl Iy
flatter my{elf, that when once they have rec
Benefit cnough to be fenfible of Ne
of it, they “will thank me for my Labou
Labour in which neither Paffion nor £ nJudxu, and
such lefs Intereft,” could have any-Share, with one
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whofe Age and State of Life raife him from being
biafled by the Smiles of their Sex, or the Frowns
of his own. So that even thofe pretty Incurablesy
whom nothing will be fufficient to prevail with to
confider me in any other Light than that of an
Enemy, cannot, without Injuftice, deny me to be
a generous one : Though how far I am from being
one at all, will beft appear in the Conclufion of
this little Piece. And therefore; relying on the
Uprightnefs of my own Intentions; and the Man-+
ner of executing them; I fhall confidently proceed
to the Subject in Queftion. But, before we defcend
to Particulars, it will not be improper to make the
following general Examination.




M--& N

SuUPERIOR TO

W ) cmiVdiRan R

GOl AP

Whether the Superiority of the Men over the
Women s not founded on fomething moré
Solid than Caftom and Prejudice.

3] T cannot be denied that the ingenious
Lady, whom T have to contend with,
is, for a Woman, no defpical
Adverfas The Caufe indeed f
has unde nd is none of
the beft. t is; fhe has
been cautious enough to make ufe of all the M
practicable to render her Arguments, in the Su
port of it; unanfwerable. e could not, with
a Degree of Blindnefs; poffibly overlook the irve-
ragable Authority of a Practice founded upon a
iption  as ancient as human Nature, She
knew that the Superiority of Man over Woman
B 3 Was




sas no Novelty to cither Sex ever fince Adam’s
Time; and therefore imagined, as well the might,
that 1t could be no eafy Matter to invert this Dif
bofition of ‘Things, fo venerable from the fingle
Confider ition of 1ts Antiquity, without removing
b ich Cuftom put in her Way, bv
ms, the Regard which the moft Confiderate are
inclined to pay to it. This fhe has endeavoured to
do, but how ? Wh i g
Inftances, in which Mankind of both Sexes have
been led into Esror by a blind Prejudice in Favour
of habitual Ignof ce, and not of | practical pofitive
it And thofe too Inftances of a particular
, and in which all Mex were not concerned,
'{lh clict of the 4 the fuppofed
. tnl.(iLd Machinery

P to convince us that
never to be regarded, fhe fhould have
| fome one Cuftom as. 1.;11\'«{1\1 \';th Re-
an d 15 ime f

1.\, and Lmnmy to her Defign
Au-

ch Cu vuth fo much Ir
sured to undermine.  For it cinnot w l[hol‘[l\..ﬂ]—
doubted, but that Mankind being rational
€ nd t] \u!um not only dln(’:‘ud, but even

of themfclves inclined, to do nothing without Rea-
they muft have confulted Reafon for the Intro~
on of fuch Practices as have been univerfally
received, by both Sexes ‘in all Places, and at all
Times. Infomuch that it is im /o‘l.w(_ for any in
Senfes to conceive that rigl 1t Reafon and Pru-

e had no Hand in eftablifhing the Cuitoms,
which both oblige us to conform to, and which we
cannot
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cannot deviate from, without breaking in upon.

Order and Decency.
fthis Nature 1s tl

to call' it fo, which direét

4

tom, if Sophia chom s
s the Women to be fubject
nd fubmifiive to the Heaven-derived Authority of
their natural Sove A Cuftom, which,
whether right or wrong, * muft fo mmly coricern
cvery Individual of human Nature, that neither
could be fuppofed fo indifferent to their lhppm\ s,
as not to confult Reafon before they eftabl
rejected it. And therefore, - fince both Sex
the Creation unanimoufly eftablithed this Practice,
and handed it down thro’ all Ages to our own, it
1s the Height of Temerity to impute the Power of
the Men over the #Women to inconfider
to any Caufe inferior to Rezfor and P
Have not the #umen cver been,
at this prefent Time, in every (,m
Subjection to the M 1 wi
them in all Thi
in whi {
felves, as equal w
quote upon me the Vir:
let it be confider'd, that it can b
the Women ﬂmuld not be fubj
tion wholly made up of fuch 77 as the
ble of our Sex ‘at that Time fcorned to
ovrx No, let any one n.’.vn. 13kl 4
mit, that the #omen were ever treated in ar
Nation made up of both S upon
Footing than 1 1rr* or Subje fic at beft only to
be the h pper
This is the Light in which they have
viewed here in Englar )l 1ce
where the Fair Sex 1
haps deferves moft to be
how much worfe they are looked upor
Countries, where they are efteeméd abfolute Slav
Bio In

m; i
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In China they are confined to fee no one but . theig
Hufbands and Children; and have their Feet l\q €
{mall on purpofe to prevent their gadding. In
Turkey they are pamper’d Prifoners at beft: Als
moft throughout #fia, 4 and dmerica Wives
are but Houfe-maids {or Life: In moft Parts of
E/Mpt indeed they are treated a little more gently s
tho’ the Difference is but little in l'M/_y, and f(.dl(.\.
difcernible in Sp Ina Word, they are every
where employed in nothing but what is low and fer-
vile. Their higheft Dignitics are limited to Houfe-
wifery, and th on Ufe is to be kept for
Breeders. In England alone it is, that they are raifed
to the Office (:1 Diffipators ul our more intenfe
Thoughts, amufing Lullers of our Care and Ap-
plication, ind of Under- Lompamons o us,
when Reafon is difpofed to relax, Nor is it

comprehend how it is pofiible to them higher,
with any Shew of Reafon, confidering their natu-

ng
ral Incapacity for every thing above the bphq

tl ) \uu“Hy move in. So th.\l, however the Men
o /

d a

t be difpofed, and whatever “nuuvour they
mig ;h make vm of, to alter the prefent Difpofition
of Matters egard to the Fair-Sex, it is abfo=

}\zm’) impofi edin i
It is doubtlefs for this Reafon that the wifeft of
Law-givers, in founding their Common- Wealths,
have never lithed any \mng in Favour of
uality bLtw en both Sexes. Their Laws, onthe
> have tended o..l) to confirm the Women
itire Subjection to the Men. The Generality
of the Learned of all Ages mve advanced many
Things to the Difac lv‘m ge Woman : But not
one has ever thought of mtdix the leaft Privilege
we' have in genera ced to allow them,

¥, the Wife of all Times and Places are fo una-
nous in the Eftablithment of the Men’s Soves
that one fhould be apt to

to fuc
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! imagine they had' confpired togethers but for the
evideny Impoffibility, that fo many Perfons of diffes
rent Ages, diftant Climes, and oppofite, Interefts,
nnknown to each other, fhould be able to combine
with one another.  Whence it is plain to a Demon-
ftration, that the State of Subordination, which
Woman is in to Man,  muft have been dictated to
both Sexes, by Nature, and eftablifh’d by Reafon
and Pradence.

"This alone might fuffice to fhew how greatly the
Lady my Antagoniit is overfeen in imputing the
Power of our Sex over her own, to blind Cuftom
and inconfiderate Prejudice. But what will confirm
it fill mare, is the univerfal I with which the
Women of all Ages have fupported this their Con~
dition.  The general Content with which they fub-
mit, is a plain Proof, that they look upon Submif-
fion as a'natural Duty they owe to us; and that,
confcious of the Legalnefs of our Authority, they

afs the fame Judgment on their Dependency as
every Man does. Infomuch that both Sexes appear
convinced that their Souls are as different as their
Bodies, and that there ought to be as great Diftinc-
tion between the two Sexes+in all the Funétions of
Life, as there is in that of inftrumentally producing
it. All which confider’d, no #oman in her Senfes
can doubt of the Subjection of that Sex to ours, being
founded on the Laws of Nature and Reafon.

But as Sophia feems not to have any Difregard
for Religion, it will not be a difficult Matter, I pre-
fume, to convince her, that the divine Providence
had a fpecial pofitive Hand in fixing /#omen in their
prefent State of SubjeCtion, Let her but ook into
the third Chapter of Genefis, and fhe will there
find that Man has his Charter of Superiority from
God’s own Mouth. For, fpeaking to Eve, he tells
her, Thy Defire fball be to thy Hufband, and ke fball
vule over thee. St. Paul, in many Places, confirms
this Charter to Mei inthe repeated Precepts he gives

10
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to J/omen to be fubje to them 5 but particularly in
the fifth Chapter to the Epbefians he fays, Wives
Submit yourfelves unto your own Hufbands as unto the
Lord sy for the Hufband is the Head of the Wife.
And to fhew the Juftice of this Law, in another
Place he gives a fubftantial Reafon for it, #o wit,
that rhe MaN is not of the Woman, but the Wo-
MaN of the Man. In which laft Words he plainly
alludes to the Manner and Occafion of their Crea-
tion ; which, if rightly confider’d, will indifputably
prove, how much the »#ox is inferior to the
Man from the very Source of their Being. Al-
mighty God, we are told, created Man, a good,
noble, and intelligent Creature, to lord it over this
vaft wverfe ; and therefore created him laft, that
nothing might be wanting to his Withes from the
Minute of his Production. But having form'd him
of the Duft of the Earth, that he might have fome-
thing in common with the Creatures he was made
to command, the Lord found that Alloy too ftrong
for the Perfection he defign’d to give him: And
hercfore extrated from the reft of his Body what-
ever he found of mean, imperfet, and favouring too
much of the Animal, and confined it to a fingle Rib 5
which had undoubtedly been annihilated but for
the Wifdom of this all-powerful Contriver, which
1s capable of affig a Ufe to the moft ufelefs
Things in themfelves. ~ The Creator then, loth to
deftroy any thing, however defpicable in itfe i

ich had any Relation to this his favourite Creas
ture, and knowing that Max was as yet unprovided
of a proper Vehicle to convey his Being to
Pofterity, took from him his Rib, this Sink of his
Defects, and fhaped it into Woman, little con-
ibout any Perfectionsin the Soil, but fuch as
nmediately tend to the Produétion of that noble
Fruit for which it was faved from Reprobation, It
deed, to invite Mankind to make the Ufe

of
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of this pretty Expletive of Nature, for which it wag
defign’d; he made it fair; bur then like all other
beautiful Veflels he left it frail, and full of Foibles,
as-he firft found it when he ridded 4dam’s noble
Compofition of it. Such then is /#oman traced up
to her Origin :

Her All is bat a Show,
Ratber than folid Virtue 5 all but a Rib,
Crooked by Nature. Ob! why did God,

Creator wife, that peopled bigheft Heaver

With Spirits mafculine, create at laft

This Novelty on Earth ! this fair Defe?

Of Nature! and not fill the World at once

With Men, as.Angels, without Feminine,

Or find fome other Way to generate Mankind.
MiLToN,

But here we are loft, and have no other Refuge
from the Doubts of human Inibecillity than the
unfearchable Wifdom of him who had it in his
Power of the fame Lump tomake one Ve[el to Honour,
and_ the other unto Difbonour. G d his Rea-
fons, tho’ to us incomprehenfi His Wifdom
Lnew it right to do'the Thing he did, and there-
fore not to tempt Man to withftand his Will, he
confulted him not : No, _

Heav’n took him fleeping when be Woman made,
Had Man beer waking be had ne’er confented.
Drypen.

But 'l dwell no longer on an Argument which
has too much Truth in it, notto give fome Pain to
the moft infenfible among thofe fair Mifchiefs,
which furnifh the Matter of it. L.t it fuffice that

And now I fhall proceed to di
litele farther with Sopbia.

ufs the Matter a

CHAPR,




In what Efieem the Women are kbeld by #hé
Men, and bow juftly.

Y Fair Adverfary is undoubtedly right in
faying  that < the Men are unanimous
in thinking Aer Sex made only for their Ufe,
<¢ fitonly to breed, and nurfe Children in their ten-
¢ der Years, to mind houthold Affairs, and to
< obey, ferve, and pleafc the Mafters appointed
< them by Heaven.”” And would not all Wamen be
as right in. thinking the fame with Men 2 Can it
be doubted by the Chriftian Sophia, that her Sex was
made for our Ufe, after St. Paul has told her in
his Epiftle to the Corinthians that the Man was not
made for the Womax, but the Woman for the
Man? A Text fufficient of itfelf to prove that all
other Creatures were made for him, if Woman may
be allowed to be fuperior to allsbut him. To which
if we add the Circumftances of God’s bringing 74~
h the reft of the Animals and inanimate
Creatures, to him to rective 2 Name, and after-
wards fubjecting them to his Authority 3 it is im-
poffible to doubt of their being created purpofely
tor him.

So that tho’ the Confideration of Man’s not being
created till all Creatures were in Readinefs for himy
be no contemptible Argument of their being created
for his Ufe, yet it is far from being the only one
on which he builds his Authority. It is the only
one, indeed, which Sopbia thought to her Purpofe to
alledge ; tho’ had fhe allow’d herfelf Time to re-
flect, Woman as fhe is, fhe might have been able
¢ fuits the Purpofe fhe has applied
is certainly miftaken in faying, that,

e ]
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¢« if this Argument has any Weight at all; it muff
< equally prove that the Men were made for the
< 1Wuman’s Ufe rather than fhe for theirs.””  And
her Miftake, it is plain; arifes from the vulgar Er-
ror of imagining that #eman was created at all :
‘Whereas, any Underftanding; even inferior to that
of Woman, if fuch a Being could exift, would be
capable of difcerning, that the Production of that
weak Sex was no diftiné Creation from that of
Man but only a mere Refinement of his noble
Compofition, by purifying and feparating it from
its Drofs. So that tho’ ##eman be, with Regard to
Man, a Sort of after-produced Being, Man is ftill
the laft compleat Creature whicht iffued from the
Hands of God. And therefore, tho’ the Autho-
sity of Man over the reft.of Creatures may be de-
duced from the Circumftance of hjs being created
laft, this Circumftance can by no Means be wire-
drawn to countenance any Superiority over, or even
Equality to us, in the #omen, who can be at beft
but mere half-Creatures. ILet not Sophia then not
any of her Sex glory any more in their Difgrace :
Tet them not be vain of the Title of Creatures,
with which our Sex is fo generous as to compliment
them ; rather ought they to rejeét it as Flattery,
fince they cannot themfelves but be convinced, that
we can look upon the moft perfect of their Sex in
no better a Light, than as a Kind of amphibious

Thing, between a Creature and no Creature at all.
After what 1 have juft now faid, Good-breeding
obliges me to add, 'that whenever I let the Word
Creature drop in the Courfe of this little Treatife,
it neither is nor will be my Meaning to offend, or call
them Names; but a Defire of complying with FEafbions
a Goddefs ever facred in their tender Eyes:. How-
ever, to thew more fully my Averfion to abufing
them, whenever I may chance t6 give them the
“Fitle of Creatures, I fhall take the Precaution of
G i adding
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adding. the foftening Epithets, prefty; cbarming;
mer/ul &ec. which, unlefs I am more unfortu-
nate than' others before me,  would, I know, be
looked upon by the Generality: of them as'a fffici-
ent Atonement for the groffeft Invectives.

Tho’ I muft allow the #omen to deferve that
1e Care fhould bé taken of them, in Confideration
of the Part they have in the Propagation of human
Nature, as a Field does'on Account of the Vegeta~
bles it produces ; yet I cannot fee the Reafon why
they are lered on a Level with the Mezn
they bring forth, arfy more than that the Mouldin a
Garden' is to be equally valued with the Fruits i€
protuces ; unlefs the Eadies place a Meritin the fupe-
rior Propenfity they have above Men to this Office

f Life. But however they may value themfelves
upon this Score, T am apt to belicve that they, who
have the moft of this Sort of Merit, are fo unfor-
tunate as to attraét the leaft of our Efteem.

‘T'o name but one Inftance of the many which
this one Town affords, Salacia is undeniably richi
in this Kind of Worth,, and too much fo to obtain

the Efteem of the more moderate-even of her own
It is true fhe is fair, moft qumﬁtLly fair 5
but not more fair than wanton. The Charms of
her Perfon can be excel’d by nothing but the
Brightnefs of her Wit ; which bears fo near a Re~
(l‘mblmcc to S fe, that any Man would bc liable to

Se

'xicénons of hcr Scx, in fo high a De~
gree, we could not but acknowledge her wor~
thy of fomething very like our Efteem, if all thefe
feminine Accomplifhments were not eclipfed by one
more, which abforbs all the reft: She is fenfible
that the chief End the was made for is to bréed 3
and
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and. therefore is unweariedly follicitous to anfiver
that End. The good Man fhe pitched on for a
Hufband, as the moft likely to fecond her pro-
creative Zeal, is indeed every Way qualified to
anfwer the Expecations of any, Woman lefs public-
{pirited than herfelf 5 and is rather induftrious than
indolent in the Duty fhe requires. But the Mif-
fortune is, that his Induftry to forward the Lady’s
good Intentions ferves only to point out his Inabi-
lity, and to convince her, that all Mankind are
{carce a fufficient: Match for one Woian, whofe
Zeal nothing lefs could gratify than being the im-
mediate Mother of all Men. ~ If fhe herfelf is not
{o, it is more to be afcribed to the Obitinacy of
Fate than any Slacknefs in her capacious Difpofi-
tion, which takes in the whole Creation of the Spe-
cies, And if fhe is not inceffantly imploy’din this
important Office, it is for Wantof a perpetual Suc-
ceffion of Help-mates : Tho’ to give her her Due,
Nature itfelf is not more active in multiplying,
than fhe in procuring them. As fhe is never tired
with labouring towards the Prefervation of the
Kind, no Afiiftant comes amifs to her:
“Tafte is as little nice, as her Appetite is fa
being fated or fatiable.  In the Act of gratifying it,
like a true Woman,

No bungry Churl feeds coarfer at a Fegfts
E'zl\er_y rank Fool goes down : Otway.

Ana in the few fhort Intervals of bodily Inacti-
vity, her.Mind is ever bufied in preparing for Ac-
tion. Awake fhe is ever conceiving in Body or
Soul ; "and her very Slumbers are fo many rough
Draughts of future Embryos. If neverthelefs none
of them are brought to” Maturity, it is not for
‘Want of manuring the Soil which fhould produce
them : In this fo far from being {paring fhe is pro-

€2 ufe 3
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fufe; for, as the polite Lord Lanfdown fays of an»
ether Heroine of the fame Clafs, I may fay,

She’s mine, or thine, and, firolling up and down,
Sucks in more Filth than any Sink in Town,

Tt is true, indeed, that all this extravagant Merit
in Salacia, intitles her or no Degree of Efteem from
our to her own. Her too eager Defire of being
ferviceable to human Species renders her ufelefs,
W nay deftrutive to it. What Colonies might not
the motley Nation of Feetuffes wichin her have peo-
pled, if properly difperfed ! Which are now too
i bufy, in ftruggling for Room, to aim at Maturity 5

and too much taken up in their inteftine War,
with deftroying each other, to add one perfect In-
T dividual to the decaying Numbers of Mankind.
A In 2 Word, what Efteem can we have for a #Woman
made barren by Excefs of Fertility, and lavith of
the choiceft Fruits of the Creation by an infatiable
Luft of monopolizing them ?
via, it muft be own’d, has been more cau-
tho’ not lefs criminal. Difpofed from her
e to become a common Recervoir of human
| Natuyre, took Care not to launch out into
wholefale ‘Lechery, till fhe furnifhed the World
with a Breeder in her Stead. Indeed, fhe makes
ample Amends in her old Age for the little
Time fhe loft in her Prime, by converting her
Houfe into a publick Stew, and making herfelf the
Sewer of it.  All Men are welcome there, from
the tall Apotheeary to the lufty-limb’d Porter.
"Tho’ neithicr the purchafed Rofes on her Cheeks,
not the borrow’d#Ivory in her Gums would
have any Power over the moft rampant, even of
her powdered, pamper’d, parti-coloured Stallions
in Keepirg, if the yellow Charms of all enchanting
Gold, which the God of Wafte has lavifh’d upon her,
did

Ta
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did not fill the deep-indented Furrows of Seven-
ty. *Tis by this fheis impowered, in the laft Stage of
Life, to vie with her Sex in the favourite Commerce
of their Youth, and to convince the World, that tho
there are fome #omen, whom the whole Collection
of Mankind would be an equal Match for, there
are others again of more extenfive Inclinations,
who, but for the fhort Date of their Exiftence, could
indefatigably weary a new Creation of Mex in the
Bufinefs of Enjoyment. Not that the herfelf is ca-
pable of reaping any thing from Fruition but the
Guilt of it: Too old and batter’d to produce
even a Monfter, and too inanimate for any Senfa-
tion, fhe has nothing to enjoy but Sin: And this
her eager Soul has fuch a Talent for, that, like the
Dzaemon who infpires her, fhe can take in an Eter-
nity of Luft into one fingle Minute : And multi-
ply one libidinous A, into an Infinity. Such are
the pretty Creatures we are to efteem for the Ta-
lent of Breeding.

This general Character however will admit of
fome Exceptions : And Sprucilla in one. Form’d by
Heaven a perfect Vehicle of human Nature, fhe
has every Qualification requifite to reap the Fruits
of Fruition, and no Diflike to the Pleafure of it.
The Graces have combined to enrich her with every
Endearment capable of charming the Man fhe is
married to, and making him to forget himfelf, to
ftoop to the low but neceffary Office of rendering
her really ufeful. But Pride, predominant Pride,
is fo prevalent in her, as to make her prefer the
empty Praife of a fine Shape to that.of being a
Mother of Children. And if, in complying with
her Hufband’s Wantonnefs to gratify her own, fhe
is at any Time made a Mother before fhe is aware,
{o carelefs is fhe of the only Good fhe is fit for, as
ather to rifk the Lofs of an Heir to his Eftate,

3 than
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than to mifs an Opportunity of gaining new Ad-
mirers at a Ball or a Play.

Among the unmarried #omen, what numberlefs
Tribes of ufelefs Things arethere not, whofe Pride,
Avarice, Ficklenefs, or icy. Conftitutions, rob hu-
man Natuge of' the Individuals they were intended
%o bear ;. and by not anfwering the’ Ufe they were
given to him for, ' become .a dead Weight- upon
Man? Indeed, if there are fome among them lefs
{queamith than the reft, who atone out of Wedlock
for their Slownefs to engage in.it, how few of them
is human Nature yet the better for ? : How many of
them ftifle the Fruit of their Pleafure before it -is
ripe ! not to fpeak of * thofe Difgraces: to- the foft
Shape they wear, - who only delay Deftruétion to
make it more cruel.

Nor can:it be deem’d a fufficient Amends to the
Creation, for the many Particles of human Nature
wafted and deftroy’d in theirPaffages through thefe
quick-fanded baneful Channels, ;that there: are- a
few married Women, fertile enough to forward the
Propagation of | Man, and modeft enough to forward
their pregnative Zeal, - Efpecially, if we confider,
how dearly their Whims, their Vanity,  their Ex-
travagance, and fantaftical Humors, make us pur-
chafe the Service they do us. - Uberia has bleft her
Hufband with a numerous Offspring, all his own,
But the wou’d fearce be a Waoman, - if the did not
take Pains to make him fenfible how expenfive and
troublefome a Thing -is- a fruitful, - faichful Wife.
Every Lying-in cofts him more than would make a
handfome Provifion for the Infant 5 befides an E-
fate fpent in the Time of her Breeding., Indeed,
fhe has (Economy enough to lofe him no: Time
between her bringing forth one Child and preparing
him another. ‘T'he Reafon is, that there are two
Conditions in which her Ladyfhip can bear no Con-
tradiction, thatis, before Delivery and after: And
therefore, fhe is in the perpetual Pofieflion of her
own
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y owin "Will,« becaufe ever with Child-or in the Straw,

However, the happy, Father. might. be. very well

) content-to fell her a Wood for every Longing, to
. mortgage a:Manor for every. Lying-in, and to felk

i

another for every Chriftening, nay, to make her
over, by Deed of: Gift,- the everlafting Property of
her own-Will, upon the bare Condition of her leav-
ing. him the undifturb’d- Poffeflion of his. Bug

¢ nothing lefs. can reward ' the prolific Merit of thig

Lady than her Hufband’s Peace. He muft not fa

. muchas look civilly on- any other Female: And

fuch a, Mifer is-the of his Manhood,, that while the
takes Care to hoard up the Principal to herfelf, the
isas follicitous to fecure even the Intereft. He mufk
net have even the Ufe of a'fingle Smile at his own
Difpofal. His Company muft be fuch only as her.
Ladyfhip approves of 3;and them he muft converfe
with no longer  than. his pretty fond Thing of a
Wife can fpare him from her Embraces. At
Home, it is true, he never wants Amufement: Sure
in the Day Time to- be entertain’d with feeing his
Children cither humour’d into Impertinencies, or
chaflifed into Faults, and render’d incorrigible by
the Folly, Paffion, and Caprice of their fond,
fickle, foolifh Mother; to contradi¢t whom, would
coft nothing lefs than the Price of another Child.
‘Then that he may not grow tired with fuch Enter-
tainments by daily Repetition, they are ever fuc-
ceeded by an Evening Interlude of Vapours, Rata~
fee, and Tears, till Bed inyites him to Repofe 5
where; aférhe has glutted thekind Creature’s fonder
Fits, he is generally lull’d to Sleep, and awaken’d
from it, by the Melody of a Curtain-Serenade.
Now, can it be denied, afterall, that Uberia’s Huf-
band is a happy Man; and that all Men have Rea-
{on to efteem the #omen for their prolific Merit?
But that they fhould be entitled to any Part of
our Efteem, for nurfing the Children they bring
forth
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forth for their Pleafure, I fee nething init. What
is it they do for Infants, which would not be much
better done by the Men, if they were not call’d
away from that meaner Tafk, to provide for the
Safety and Suftenanceof them and their Mothers ¥
Indecd, they may fave the Expence of Milk, which
we cannot : But how much more cheaply might
this Defect be fupplied from a Cow, a Goat, or an
Afs, than from them? And how few Women of any
Condition of Life have QEconemy enough to fave
s this fuperfluous Expence! Too delicate them-
felves, to beftow on the Fruits of their own Bowels
the Nutriment which Heaven and Nature defign
them, don’t they force us to hire a mercenary Wretch
to ftarve her own Babe that She may give Suck to
ours? Pretty Nurfes indeed! Happy for Man that
the Life of an Infant does not intirely depend on the
Liberality of #oman in this Particular! Arid how
rauch happier would it not be for all Infants, werée
they fhatched from the Arms of the /7omen, -in the
Inftant they are born ! How much more healthy,
wife, and comely would they grow! For tis no-
torious, that the longer a Child fucks; the more
weakly and ftupid it turns out’s and that thofe which
fucl at all are hever fo wife, {o ftrong, or well form’d,
as thofe which are brought up by Hand. The Rea~
fon is plain: ‘With the Milk they fack in, they ge-
nerally imbibe a Tin&ure of the Follies, Paffions,
and Imbecillitis of that Sex, befides having their
various Diftempers entail’d upon them, -
However, as this is a Means of Hmiliation
pointed out to us by Nature, we are not to condemn
it, but to apply to 1t, when not to be avoided with-
out Danger-to the Infant. - The greater Mifchief
1s that which comes from the Weaknefs of 7 omert
in their Manner of educating us. With what innu<
merable Follies; Vices, and Impertinencies do they
not £l Childrens Heads, by their Example and
Preceptsy
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Precepts, during the Time of their nurfing them
To what fecret Crimes do «they often make them.
privy ; and to what fhamcful Inconfiftencies do
they not publicly expofe and encourage them !
- 1 can forgive a Mother for putting a Dol intothe
Hands of her Daugliters as foon as they are able to
bold it. ~ As the great End of their Semi-Creation
is the getting Children, it may not be abfolutely
improper to follow their natural Propenfity to that
Duty, while they are but Children themfelves. But
for this Diligence in an induftrious Parent, here and
there one of them might be fo aukwardly innocent
as not to know the effential Difference of her own
Sex from the oppolfite, till the Period of her paffing
from a Maid to a Mother. 'Whereas, by this and
other Helps they are generally fupplied with, they
often are as well verfed, as the mott fkilful Matren,
in the Theory, if not in the practical Knowledge of
Propagation, long before they are ripe for the
Fruits of it. A very ufeful Science to fome young
Ladies, who have been able to inftruct an ignorant
Booby of a Hufband in the facred and fecret Rites
of Wedlock, in a much more familiar Manner than
the modeft Albertus could pretend to. 3
But I can by no Means be reconciled to their train-
ing up our Boys, as they do, from their earlicft In-
fancy, to Folly, Foppery, Effeminacy, and Vice,
If little Mafter muft be humour’d into Pride, Idle-
nefs, or Mifchief; why fhould he be taught to lye,
cajole, diffemble to all above him, and domineer
over all beneath him ? If it is thought fo neceffary
to acquaint him with the Greatnefs of his Birth and
Fortune, with the Handfomnefs of his Perfon, or
the Acutenefs of his Underftanding, orany Advan-
tages he pofieffes above others, defign’d by Nature
{or his Equals ; why muft he be taught to make no
better Ufe of them, than to difregard the Authority
of thofe above him, to envy his Equals, to defpile
» ‘ his
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his Inferiors, and render himfelf the Contempt of
all who know him, by an unlimited Gratification of
his lawlefs Paflions? Liet his fond foolifh Mother
think it wonderfully pretty to initiate the young Ur+
chin in the Myftery of . intriguing with the little
Mifles his Companions ¢ But let her not expofe him
to the Danger of pradtifing thofe Intrigues. in her
Abfence, by abandoning him to the corrupt Com-
pany of the wanton Wenches her Servants. And
yet how many of our Youth, by fuch fhocking Edu-
cation, have been utterly debauch’d, at an Age when
we fhould fearee think it poffible for them to have
parted with Innocence ! Have we notthen the great-
eft Reafon to efteem and revere that Sex on Ac-~
count of the Obligations we have to them for our
early Advances in the Knowledge of Good and
Evil? Muft not we be loft to all Reafon, if weare
not pleafed with thefe eminent Services which the
pretty Creatures are o induftrious to do us 2 Or if
not ; muft not Sepbia be loft to all Shame, fhould fhe
again repeat, without a Blufh, what fhe has o in-
confiderately advanced, ¢¢ that their Office of nurfing
<< our Children, intitles them to the firff Places in
¢ civil Society2* If I had a Mind to be fevere, T
could tell them, that it is owing to our own Gene-
rofity that we give them any Place atall ; and that
nothing, but the Want of Power to annihilate them,
or to create a lower Degree for them, can excufe
our leaving them in Poffeflion,. even of the loweft
Place in Society. But I choofe to drop a Subje&
{o much the more difagreeable as we are daily made
fenfible of the Truth of it. T fhall therefore imme-
diately pafs to another Confideration,

CHAP.
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Wbetber Women are equal to Men in their
Intellettual Capacity, or not.

IF the Bufinefs of the Mind were nothing more
than to contrive a Drefs ; to invent a new Fa-
fhion 3 tofer off a bad Face; to heighten the
Charms of a good one; to underftand the CEco-
nomy of a Tea-table ; to manage an Intrigne ; to
conduét a Game at Quadrille ; and to lay out new
Plans of Pleafure, Pride, and Luxury: the #omen
muft be owned to have a Capacity not only ez Z,
but even fuperior tous, But, as the Underftar
of Man'has infinitely higher Objeéts to employ its
Speculations on, Objcéts beyond the very of
the ableft of omen 5 their intelleGtual Facu are
{o evidently inferior to his, that I fhould think it an
Impertinence in me totake up any Time to prove
it, if my fair Adverfary was not #oman enough to
call fo palpable a Truth in Queftion.

Need we look any farther than their foft, fim-
pering, filly Faces, to fathom the perceptible
Depth of their Underftandings ? View the whole
Sex round :

Eternal Smiles their Emptinefs betrny,

As fballow Streams run dimpling all the W ay. Pope,

A thoughtlefs Stare, a wild Vivacity, a fleepy Pert-
nefs, guldy Gravity, or fome fuch other Sei
fying Look, betray, in a//, the narrow S;
tween the Surfacc and the Centre of their mimic
-Wit, How well the mnfh’rly Limner knew them,
who fiatched from them the Graces he {o fkilfully
beftowed on Sperus, that Copy of themfelves, in-
D2 {pired
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fpired too by them, as they by Sazen! As nothing
can fhew the finithed Maftery of that excellent Piece
in a fairer Light, than giving back to its pretty Ori-
ginals whatever is borrowed from them, it cannot
be amifs to do it, confidering it requires but little
Alteration s A Prefumption, I dare fay, that inge-
nious Author will excufe.

Whesher in florid Impotence they fpeak,

And, as the Prempter breathes, the Puppets [quesk 5

Or, Eve’s true Spawn, and Tools of th’ancient

vad,

Hoalf Froth, 'half Venom, [pit themfelves abroad s
In Puns, or Politics, or Tales, or Lyes,

Or Spite, or Smut, cr Rhymes, or Blafphemies :
Their Wit all See-faw, between that and this 5
Now bigh, now low; now forward, now remifs ;
And each herfelf one dull Autithefis.

Amphibious Things ! that, atting cither Part,
Te trifiing Head, or the corrupted Heart,
Bullies at Cards, and Flitts when az the * Board,
Now like Dames, now {wear like any Lord.
Their Tempter thus the Rabbins have expreft;

A Cherub’s Face, a Reptile all the ref :

Beauty that fhocks you; Parts that none will truft
Wit that muft creepy and Pride that licks the Duft,

In fact, what is all their Difcourfe but Froth ?
“What infpires it but Venom ? In what does their
Sprightline(s appear, but in empty Puns, Conun-
drums, Rebufes, trifling Politics, or mifchievous
Lyes? They, who fhine moft amongft them, are
fuch as have nothing to entertain you with but Scan-
dal, Indecency, Hypecrify, or Impiety. What is
their Wit, buta mere See-faw from one Inconfi-
ftency to another? Their Converfation is ever fkrew-
ed up to Bombaft, when it fhould be familiar ; or
funk into Meanncfs, when the Subject they prefume

ta

* The Tea board, not. the Council-board, which Sephia cons
tends for
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to meddle with is fublime. Where they fhould be
filent, theyare as forward to prate, as they are re-
mifs in {peaking on proper Occafions, In fhort,
their Talk, like their Perfons, 1is one continued in-
fipid Antithefis.  Amphibious Things indeed! whofe
impotent Eagernefs to be  like Man ferves only to
fhew, that they are but mere mechanic' Rote-re-

caters of his Words, and unfuccefsful Mimics of
gi; Senfe. How unlike are they at their Tea-tables
to the fenfible Things they would be thought ; and
at the Card-table how fhort of the Spirit of the noble
Creatures they would be ! There 1s nothing of a
Piece in them, but the Corruption of their Hearts,
and the low Cunning of their teads. If ever they
fucceed in aping us, it is in what is a Difgrace  to
Underftanding. Whenever thiey attempt 1t, they
can fwear as well as the greateit Libertine among
us 3 though ftill without excelling the Parrot in any
thing but the Guile. Thus ever actuated by Per-
verfity, they are never truly like #s; and are never
themfelves, but when they jilt us: ‘Lhough in that,
Thanks to their native Talents, they fcldom fail to
beirue Women. How ill-beftowed then on thefe
fantaftic Things is the Beauty we admire in them §
And if it was beftowed on them by Nature, to de-
coy us into a Commerce with them, for the Benefit
of Propagation ; muft it not ftill fhock our Reafon,
when we confider it accompanied enly with Parts
which we can reap no Benefit from, nor place any
Confidence in? And whit Affiftance can we hope
from their falfe Wit, as groveling as the Pride it
infpires them with?

But Sophia, it feems, would fain make a Handle of
the Beauty of her Sex to impof¢ upon us an Opinion
of their Senie; and becaufe ¢ the Organs of the
¢¢ Body are more delicate in them, therefore they
#¢ muft be fitter to anfwer the Ends they were made
¢ for,”’ ‘L'rue, in one Senfe, the Qrgans of #omen

were
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were defigned for finical Amuferfents ; and therefore
were made more delicate than ours, in that Senfe of
the Word. But if by delicate the means more per-
fectly or exaétly formed 5 I muft infift, that Expe-
rience in the Ufe proves ours to be more folidly
and exactly formed than thofe of the #omen: And
it is fit they thould be fo, confidering the more noble
Ules they were defigned for, and are employed in,
But, granting for a Minute, that the Organs of Senfe
are as perfect in-omen as in Men, and yet more
delicate 5 what can Sophia infer, but that they are
more liable to be thrown into Diforder; and there-
fore the lefs to be depended upon? As the Mecha~
nifm of a Watch, the more minute, gim, and deli-
cate it is, the more is it fubject to Inconftancy. A
Confideration which I willingly mention, to apolo-
gize, as much as the Nature of the Thing will
bear, for that otherwife unaccountable Inconftancy
in which alone the Fair Sex are ever conftant.

Not that I intirely come into my foft Antago-~
nift’s Opinion, that the Organs in #omen are any
more adapted to the natural Funétiens of the Mind
than in Men; perhaps they are lefs fo: For the ex-
ternal Slecknels of their pretty, Forms is no Proof
of the internal Perfetion of their Organization,
And to imagine a #/oman muft have Senfe becaufe
the is handfome, would be as abfurd as to think,
that a Houfe muft needs be finely furnifhed within,
becaufe the Outfide is beautiful 3 An Error to be
excufed in none but a Woman.

‘What Angel can Imagination paint more beautis
ful than Pavenia! What Reptile more infenfate t
“To reafon by Sophia’s Rule, our Eyes would cheat
us into a Belief, . that fhe furpafles all the Sages
Time has yet produced. = And yet hear her but
{peak, ‘you will almoft doubt if Heaven had any
Hand in making a Thing at once fo fair and foolith,
though fo like a:Man. Never guilty of Defign, the
never
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never looks likeit. Her Smiles and Frowns, alike Ef-
fects of Accident, want Power to pleafe or difpleafe.
Her Words, mere liquid Sounds of half-articu-
lated Nonfenfe, ‘gufh from her pretty coral-fpouted
Mouth with fuch unmeaning Energy, or drip with
fuch deliberate Drawl, that even Ridicule is robbed
of all its Zeft. Frequent in Blunders, fhe excites
no Laugh in others ; but often laughs herfelf, when
fhe fhould be moft ferious. Her Mifbehaviour
moves no Anger 3 'and her Favours lay no Obliga-
tions but upon fuch as are little wifer ‘than herfelf.
Every Motion, every Air, betrays the Fool ; whom
they who have Senfe can fcarce ftoop to pity, and
they who have none fcarce condefcend to envy. /In
a Word, gazed at by all, fhe is admired and con-
verfed with by none but Idcots and /#7omen 3 amidft
whom, while fhe alternately reigns the Idol of Flat-
tery, and flavifhly finks the Dupe of Deceit, fhe
is {till looked down upon, by all Mex of Senfe, with
the fame Contempt as the comely Peacock : Though
worthy greater Scorn in this; that the more beau-
teous Bird bears all his Blemith in his Feet, while
her Difgrace is feated in her Head : his Deformity
abates his Pride, while hers but ferves to male her
more incorrigibly vaint Muft it not be owned
then, that Beauty is 2 convincing Proof of Senfe in
its fair Pofleffors! But Sophie perhaps will anfwer,
that one black Feather makes no Crow. Let us
then fee how much wifer the reft of her Sex are

than pretty fimple Povonia. :
It is a common Rule, and liable to very few Mif-
takes, to guefs at People’s Genius.by their Com-
pany. ‘To know then the Capacity of the Fair Sex,
let us but furvey their favourite Companions : Eye
them, and you will find them the very Dregs of
_our Sex; Fops, whofe whole Merit is made up of
Drefs and Drivel, Shew and Emptine(s 5 mere Jack~
daws and Parrots ; nay, rather, gawdy Screcch-owdls
mads
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made fine with plundered Plumes ; laced Waift=
coats, {mart Toupees, light Heels, and lighter
Heads, are all they have to recommend them to the
Ladies ; yet they are fure to pleafe, becaufe emi-
nently qualified to difcufs the weighticft Argument
on Country-dances, to decide the Fate of Fafhions,
fquare the Round of a #/sman’s Petticoat, and take
the Latitude of a Nightcap from the Equinox of
her Noddle, or the Longitude of two Lappets by
the Meridian of. her Whims. Not that I the leaft
blame the lovely female Triflers who are pleafed
with them: It is but natural for Birds of a Feather
to afloci and fince Likenefs ever begets Liking,
why fhould they not be fondeft of thofe AZen whofe
Follies are n t to their own? But then I would
not have them boaft of an Fguality of Senfe with
thofe Men, whofe fuperior Underftanding is all they
have to find fault with.

It will be to little Purpofe for Sopbia, to quote me
the illuftrious Names of many of the greateft Wits
of all Ages who have admired, and been admired
by, the #/omen. Has not the Succefs they have met
with been more owing to their being Aden, than
to their having Senfe? dnacrean, the polite, the
witty Anacreon, with all hi§'fine Parts, reaped no-
thing from his Purfuit of thofe unfettled Things,
but the Contempt of his Agednefs: And Zheocritus
himfelf makes no Secret of the little Encourage-
ment he met with. The lefler Poets indeed, as
well as Ovid and Herace, received fome Marks of
their Favour ; but what were thefe mighty Favours,
if you will believe their own Boafts, but the fhare-
ing the Lewdnefs of their Miftrefies with half the
Town? If I leave the Claffics, it will be an end-
lefs Toil to enumerate the many Inftances that
thought-abhorring Sex have, at all Times, and on
all Occafions, furnifhed, of the Preference they give
to Fools. before Meu of Parts.  But where is the

Necef-
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Necefiity of recurting to other Times and Coun-
for what our owii can pr oduce? Of all our fine
es, induftrious in adorning the Brows of their
Hufbands, where is ‘there one who does it with 2
Man of true Wit ? Of all our pretty Widows, ruin’d
by fecond. Adventures, where is there one who does
it with a Man of any Merit? Search but the Regi-
fters of the Fleet, and you fhall find Numbets of
our faireft; brighteft Héirefes, charm’d dway from
their (nlurmms by Lacqueys, Valet-de-chambres;
and powdered empty Coxcombs § but fearce one
ftoln Match with a really Vftioral Creatute. T
fhort; who are the Perfons who can boaft of the
Favours of all ‘cur finet Women, but Wretches too
Jow for the Jeft of our Sex, and too much like
theirs to differ from them in any thing but oné
fingle Circumftance.  Let the amorous Billets they
fcubbk be produced ; and for every one that is d(—
reéted to a Man of c7 T will allow them aC
of Underftanding more than they are ir
But furely any arc not all voxd of Underft Ie
No ; but to t\thom the Depth of their Underftand-
ings, remark only the' Objects which employ them.
Frequent their Drawing Rooms; and liften to their
Converfation { What is that'ﬁ lled up with but cloy=
ing chc ons of ftale Impertinencics to every new
Vifiter? One Part of the We k the Day is wafted
in vifiting and  contriving Vi
hope not. to find at Hom
receiving. Vifits from X’erom th
be almoft blind than have the Sight ¢
other Part, their Mornings, arc Jaidout
rupting fome Tradefman whom they
bufy, and lulling the ir own Time
dering his, in rummaging his Shop for Go
feither want nor pi ok to buy 5 and their |

ing

are eked out with Tea, Slander, Oper:
end Quadrille,  when- the Intrigues-on' their Hand

arg
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are not interfered with. Ina Word, upon Examin-
ing them thoroughly, it muft be owned, that not
all the Bloom on their Cheeks, nor.the Wathes
they owe it'to, can make any tolerable Amends,
in the Efteem of a wife Man, for the Folly, Va-
nity, Affectation, Mwlice, Deceit, and Imperti-
nence, which appear in all they fay, and infpire all
they'do.

And yet it muft be granted, there are #omen,
who employ their Underftandings on higher Ob-
Jjeéts 3y who can try to reafon ; and almoft {ucceed
init. Nay there are fome can write, can even
fpell 5 and, what is more, can turn a Sophiftry to
look not altogether unlike an Argument. And
therefore it would be quite ungenerous not to allow
a Brilliancy of Wit (however falfe) in fome of them.
Efpecially fince my pretty fmooth Antagonift has
given fo late a Proof of it'in herfelf. ~And yet
even the

Had [be been bleft with only half ber Senfe,
None could admire too much ber Excellence.
But fince fhe can make Error fhine [o bright,
She thinks it v 1o defend the rigbL
With U 1g Jhe is quite o’er-run
And, by too great /twwp//bmwr,, undone.
With Skill fbe vibrates ber unwearied Tongue,
For ever moft divinely in the Wrong. Young.

So dangerous is a little Underftanding to that
tender Sex! How happy is it then, (hd[ Learn-
ing but feldom molefts them ! What ftrange Di-
ftraction would it not create in their poor tender
Heads! Is not Sophia’s Self a living Demonftration,
that to them

A little Learning is a dangerous Thing ?

And they, alas! poor pretty Creatures, have neither
Breath nor Brains to drink of Knowledge deeply,
Good
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Good Senfe and Tea they are forced to fip alike:
Their Headsand Stomachs, of equal Delicacy, can
beft digeft the fhalloweft Draughts of all but Mum
and Mifchief. Let thus much then fuffice to thew
Sophia how little Room fhe has to complain of Want
of Learning in her Sex ; and how much lefs, ior
any Parallel between her Sex and ours in Point of
Underftanding ; when her own Effay plainly proves,
how fhort the brighteft of them fall of Man’s fupe-
rior Wifdom, Is there nothing lefs will ferve the
Women's Turn than having an equal Share with us
in Government and public Offices? Let us then
weigh their beft Pretenfions. to o extraordinary a
Privilege,

Calen P, V.

Whether the Women are equally qualified with
Men, for Government, and publick Offices.

UR female Champion is in a very great
Paffion with Cato, for excluding her Sex from

all Government; and, I muft own, not without
fome Appearance of Reafon. For it is certainly
true, that Cazo was pot the moft well-bred Man who
ever fpoke of them. He had toolittle of the Cour-
tier in him to flatter ; and fpoke too plain Truth
not to fet a pretty Lady, who wants to wear the
Breeches, an pouting. But Sophia would have much
more Reafon to be angry with him, if he had been
the only one of Opinion that ##omen are to be ever
kept in Subje@ion. Whereas, unluckily for them,
all the greateft Sages of Antiquity, as well as the
wifeft Legiflators of all Ages, have been. of the
fame Mind. The greateft Poets, the moft eminent
Divines, the brighteft Qrators, the ablelt Hiftorians,
4 7 S E2 the
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the: moft fkilful Phyficians, and the profoun: cft
Philofophers, na Word, all who have been famous
for Lxcdhng in Learning, Wifdom, and Parts,
have condemi’d the Wowen to perpetual Subjection,
as lefs noble, lefs perfect, and comfequently inferior
to Men,  The Laws of all Common- wealths are
{o many Confirmations of -the Subjection they have
ever been in.  Neither can tlw Men free them from
this Subjection, without revol ting wmnk the DL<
cree of Heaven, which appotnted
1 have already fhewn,
peat,  There are not wantir
tan m confirm this Matter:

Lr, Lh. vn.
the Men to give Woman any
linds 5 and the Prophet Micab

be Doors of thy Mouth

me r over their M
i 7 fays to them, Keep
ba Lieth in thy B

Agrecable to this are th
eminent Divines and Fathers of the CI
< man,

the moft
chy, ¢ Wo-
can neither teach nor
qualified to give Evidence
ln w much \cfs then is fhe fit ta
And elfewhere i

2

Reafon why they m"“nr to lx nm r*ct to the ;\U[

'S

rity of the Men :
“«

mon; thic FWomen thould
¢ ferve Children  their Parents 3
}m'z.cu'h manding, that the /¢ffer fhould ferve the
& gr pf £ Ainbr of¢ carrics Keafon yet farther, to

g:\.m ce of the Authority which Men ex=
$¢ Adam was deceived by Eve,
Adam ; the WWoman inticed him fo
ore is it but juft that fhe receive him
whom fhe made to beher Accom-
the may no more be liable to fall thro®
feminine I .m.".ty. Among the primitive Chri~
15 it was cufto &y for the Women to be miar-
vied in Veils 5 and 'St. Jfdore gives us the Rsaton

s plice, tha

«
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for it, ° that they might remember always to be
&6 fzd;ﬂyjf:’i and bumble to their Hufbands.

How cxa@ly of a Mind are the Divines and the
Poets ! Euripides tells us, that of all Animals, efpe-
cially inf ellectual ones, #omar is the pooreft Thing.
Therefore, fays Pittacus, ¢ keep Womankind fub-
¢ je&t.”  Tipullus fays, ¢ they arca cruel Genera-
< ‘tion, void of all Faith.”” * Menander faysalmoft
the fame ; and adds, that ¢ when a #oman fpeaks
¢ with moft Affability, it is then fhe is moft to be
dreaded.” . And, if'we believe Plautus, ¢ When
once a Woman has any Mifchief in her Head,
Sicknefs, nay, what is worfe, old Age, is lefs
<< infupportable to her, than being thwarted in the
¢ Purfuit of it: Either let her complextc it, or you
make her completely miferable. But if by Chance
or Whim fhe attempts any thing that is good,
« Hoy foon is fhe tired and fick of it! Whatever
you do, if fhe begins any thing tolerable, never
be afraid of her hurting herfelf 5 fhe will be fure
ta do little enough: For ##omen have a natural
¢ Genius for exceeding in Mifchief, but are never
< guilty of Excefs in what is right.

"The greateft Orators arc not the moft favourable
to them ; and the beft Charater Cicero, one of the
ableft, had to give them, was, that they are a co-
vetous Race, fovereignly ruled by the inordinate
Love of Lucre.  Nor are the Phyficians a Jot more
in their Intereft: We are affured by Philo, that the
Homen, according to the common received Opi-
nion of the Faculty, ¢ are buta kind of imperfe&
< Men; that their Underftandings are naturally
weaker than ours; and that they are incapable
of comprehending any thing but what immedi-
¢ ately falls under the Jurifdiction of their Senfa-
$¢ glon.

1f we credit Hifforians, whofe Opinions are the
lefs to be fufpected, as being founded on the irre-
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fragable Lvidence of Experience, we fhall find
them every where aweak and inconfiftentGeneration,
everirrefiftably led away by fome"predominant Paf-
fion, which enflaves and engroffes them. ¢ The
“¢ Fair Sex (fays Zacitus) is not only weak and un-
< equal to Toil, but, if Truth may be fpoken,
< cruel, ambitious, and greedy after Power.”?
Valerius Maximus goces yet farther, and affures us,
thdt the Practice of Poifon had ftill been unknown,
if the cruel Artifice of that Sex had not made it ne-
Laws ag: i
only wife Man who thought
the #omen unfit to govern. The Sacred Writers

ians, and Hiftorians agree, that they
illy, poor, fickle, cruel, ambitious
ings, cver forward in Mifchicf, ever Sluggards
in Good. Pretty Qualifications truly to intitle them
to Government and public Offices !

But let us fufpend our Judgment till we hear
what the Philofophers think.” Ariftotle tells us, that
<< a City muft needs be wretchedly governed which
< is governed by Women” And well may he
think fo, who tells us, that ¢ the Judgment of
¢ Boys is only imperfect, but that of Women i
s¢ abfolutely impotent.

‘Towhich if we add their natural Itch of Tattling,
their invincible Curiofity, and their innate Averfion
to Secrecy, it can no longer be doubted that they
are abfolutely unfit for public Government, and
e connected with it.  Nothing is more
n one who is intrufted with Government,

linefs which no Curiofity can make
giddy; and nothing is more powertul, to make
a Woman give up 'the moft important Interefts of
her own or others, than Curiofity. ~ Secrecy is the
oul of public Adminiftration: Which to re-

quire from that tongue-punithed Race, would be
3 downright

every .(). i
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downright Batbarity. The wife Romans were tho-
roughly convinced of the natural Incapacity of #s-
men for keeping a Secret ; and therefore were kind
enough to them, never to intrufk any of them with
one. Every one knows the Stratagem young, Pa-
pirius was forced to make ufe of to fatisty his Mo-
ther’s Curiofity, without betraying the Secrets of
the Senate. Being one Day extremely folicited by
her to reveal the Subjeét of that Morning’s Debate,
to rid himfelf of her Importunities, he was reduced
to the Neceflity of feigning, that a Law was pro-
pofed to allow the Mex a Plurality of Wives. There
needed no more to alarm the whole Sex, Pgpi-
rius’s Mother, fpite of her folemn Engagements,
divulges it to all the Women the knew, and they
to as many more; till the whole Tribe of Wives,
acquainted with it, formed themfelyes intoa League,
and began to make open Oppofition to a Law fo
odious to them. How fafe would the young Sena-
tor have been, had he been ind et enough to
truft his tattling Mother with a real Secret as he did

with a Fiction.
Plutarch tells us of gnother Senator, who, teazed
by his Wife, on the fike Score, beyond all Power
of Toleration, and unwilling to mortify her, told
her, that a Lark being feen to fly over the Senate-
houfe with a_ golden Helmet on his Head, and a
Spear in his Claws, the Augurs had been confulted,
to know what it could portend. To make it ap-
pear the more like a real Secret, he had had the
Precaution to exact from her the moft folemn Vows
of Privacy ; afluring her, that nothing lefs than his
Life could attone for his divulging it to her, fhopld
it be known he had done fo. But what Force could
the Fear of a Hufband’s Death have to make a
Woman keep a Secret, who muft herfelf burft, or
vent it? No fooner had her Huiband taken Lieave
of her, to return again to the Sgnate, than fhe
eafed
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éafed herfelf of the intolerable Burthen ; atid the
Tale fiew fo fwiftly about the Luy, that, before he
got to his Journey’s End, he had it whifpered in his
Kar, as a profound Secret, hy one Wl‘o fuppofed
him to Have ‘been abfent At his
Return home he charges h1Q Wife with having un-
done hi But the, wnm fidence chulm to
that “Sex; " flatly denies h»! g divulged what
he intrufted he 3 and to filence him at once,
Of three hundred Senators in the Houfe, why fhould’
the Secret be fuppofed to come from: you:alone ?
fays fhe. ¢ had carried her Boldnefs yet farther;
but for his ing her Mouth, by telling her, that
it was a n of his own mzll\irﬂ

Fulvius was far from comi f fowell ; but he
muft blame himfelf for l(nouv.ng Imm{zﬂl»md no
better. We are obliged to Plutarch for the Ac-
count. Auguftus difpleafed with Fulvius, for dif-
inheriting his own Nephews in Favour of Livia's
Children, blamed him for it; and he, like a filly
Dotard, was weak enough to tell his Wife + She
immediately tells the Emprefs of it 3 and the Em-
prefs upbraided the Emperogiwith it ;- fo that the
next time Fulvius went to Court, he received a fe-
vere Reprimand from Auguftus, and had the Plea-
{ure to find himfelf ruin’d. © And what did he get
by returning home to tell his Wife what fhe had
done, and that he was refolved to ftab himfelf ?
‘Why, no other Satisfaction than to be anfwered,
that he was a Fool, and deferved no better Fate, for
living with her fo lcng without finding out that fhe

was a true oman, and could not keep'a Secret.

‘What fhall we fay after t Shall we agree
with Sophia, that the Women are fit for Govern-
ment and public Offices? ‘or, fhall we not rather
conclude them abfolutely unqualified for them ; and
that the'Ancients were undoubtedly right in faying,
that Women are no more ‘4o be tru/hd than' their
Womps %
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‘Womns: Thefe being not more liable to mifcarry
of théir Fruits; than they of the Trufts we depofité
in them?

If Englandhas been fo wife as to admit thefe Evils
to reign over us, when neceflary to avoid greater
Evils; is that any Proof that they are qualified for
it? No; ’twas not their Capacity, but our Pru-
dence placed them on the Throne, to remove Oc-
¢afions of Blood-fhed, and otherill Effects of civil
Diffention: And tho’ it muft be confefs’d that
during the Reign of fome of our omen, this Na-
tion has been in its moft flourithing Condition ; yet
to which fhould we attribute it; the Capacity
of the foft Cyphers placed over us, or the Wifdom
of the Miniftry which made them of fome Account.
Mere Adjeétives of Nature 5 what Ufe could they
have been of but for the fubftantial Support of their
Counfel and Parliament ? Into which none, even
of themfelves; ever thought it worth while to in-
troduce a W oman.

*However, I am apt to think, that the pretty fawn-
ing Faces of thefe fair Creatures would go a great
Wy, towards wheedling us into the Folly of ad-
mitting them to a Share in publick Offices, if we
could but difcern in them the leatt Talent for go-
verning their own Families. ~Whereas, without
much Study; we need but ftep into the next Houfe
we can think of; where the Gray Mare is the better
Horfe, to find a Babylon of Anarchy and Confufion.

Beluina’s is the firt in my Mind ; lec us then
pay her a Vifit. To do her Juftice, nothing can be
more decent than her Apartments 3 her wholeHoufe;
from the Cellars to the Stairs; from the Kitchen to
the Clofet, are fo many varied Scenes of finithed
Neatnefs 5 not the meaneft Piece of Furniture owes
its Situation to the Hand of Chance ; every Table
has its proper Poft; every Piéture its Fellow 5
there’s not a Chair a Hairs Breadth'from its Place

not
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not a Carpet but what is mathematically fpread g
nay, woe to Mrs. Betty, if the very China is not as
regularly difpofed as the Features in her Ladyfhip’s
Face. From fuch an orderly (Economy in Trifles,
who wou’d not expeét to find a little ' Common-
wealth; where Peace and Decorum have taken up
their Refidence ?. But a Moments, Patience, and the
all-divulging Tea-Table will fet you right. Anin-
fufferable Troop of ill-trained Brats are called in to
expofe their Want of Manners, and put yours to
the Trial.  Pretty Mifs muft throw your Hat
about, Mafter Facky muft put his Fingers in your
Eyes, Charly in your Difth, and if Tommy, her
Favourite, for never doing what his Father bids
him, fhould offer to wipe his grealy Fingers on
your Coat, you muft fuffer him to do fo, or be
as much in her Difgraee as 7ohi, who had his Head
broke but an Hour ago, for hattily fetting Veny
upon the bare Ground, to fave my Lord from fal-
ling down Stairs. - Happily for 7obu he is in her
Ladyfhip’s good Graces, or he had fared no better
than Fanny the Houfe-maid, who had Warning
given her, for letting a Tea-cup fall to hinder the
Houfe from taking ki But this lucky Fellow,
who is too much ufed to his Lady to be often guilty
of fuch Miftakes, has abfolutely rooted himfelf
into his Poft, by once leaving a Butt of Wine to run
about the Cellar, rather than let the Parrot ¢all him
twice.  So defpoticis Belluina in her Family ! Her
Children, fure never to be correéted but when they
behave well, are inceffantly rude and unruly 3 and
her Servants, never fure that .adythip will think
what they do right, are always doing wrong, with
as fedate a Confufion as the Workmen of Babel.
If you call for a Tea-fpoon, a Saucer is brought
you ;. and if you have a Mind for Sugar, you muft
call for the Milk-pot. But it’s Time to leave
arderly Lady, Mifs’s Cap you fee is the tenth Par
of
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of an Inch awry; the Lightning in her Mother’s
Tiooks are portentous of aStorm, and once it breaks
out, the Houfe will be too hot for every one in it.
Fer Ladyfhip'can bear any thig but Diforder in
Trifles; but that, like a trueWoman, fheis fo averfe
to, that fhe’ll father throw’ herfelf, her Family,
and even her Country into Confufion, than fuffer the
Symmetry of "a Curlor'a Cap_to be broken with
Impunity. Whence it appears, that all this excel-
lent Lady's Qualifications for Government, are
owing to her happy Want of ‘Senfe to fet others
right, and of Témper to curbherfelf when wrong.
Litterinds has' a great deal more Temper, but
much lefs Senfe thanBel/uina. She can with incredible
Galmhefs fee her Houfe a perpetual Dunghill, - for
swifit of Brains to refleét how ill it becomes the For-
tunie the has, and the Figuge fhe affects. ~ She has
a Number of Servants, evg'y one of which is too
bufy, in helping their Miftrefs to litter the Rooms,
evt to be clean themfelves :* Neither is it fit they
fhould difgrace their Superiors by being lefs dirty
than they are. ' About feven Months ago, before
the was a Widow, I went, for the firft and laft
Timeé, to breakfaft with her and her gouty Huf-
band and Family. The dirty Diforder of the Room
1was introduced to, offended me lefs, than the Rank-
néfs of my Company poifon’d me. It is true, Iwas
forced to ftand for fome Time, every Chair in the
Place being taken up With fome greafy Heap; one
with foul Plates, another with the Lady’s Stays,
and the reft with mifcellaneous Dirt. At length
however T'was help’d to a Chair, anda Difh of ex-
cellent Coffée from a Silver Tea-board, placed on
a large Table near my old gouty Friend, and jum-
bled together with a mangled Piece of Beef, a
Woman's ditty Night-cap, a Comb-brufh, ‘an old
Stocking, ' and a Urinal. The Converfation I was
entertain’d with, was of a Picce with the Perfons
Ba : who
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Whoheld it: *T'wasan Argument betweer the Lady
and her Hufband, who wou'd fain have perfuaded
her that one clean Shift a Week could not prejudice
her Health.  But with all her Mecknefs fhe had
been puit out of Temper, if Mamma’s own Daugh-
ter had not taken up the Argument, and infiffed
that the Trouble was needlefs, when a Pair of Sleeves
wou’d do as well. It muft be thought I cou’d not
be fond of ftaying in fuch a diforderly Jakes : Ac-
cordingly I tookLicave, never to return thither again,
y old Friend follow’d my Example not long
after : He died in about two Months, and was fent
to rot in a decent Tomb, after having lived many
Years buried in a diforderly Sink of Sluttery. How-
ever, T have been lately inform’d,. that this Lady
has put her Children in a terrible Fright, by turnifig
cleanly at laft, They are under dreadful Appre-
henfions of her mnrryif'xg again ;- and not without
fome Reafon : For fhe has wathed her Hands and
Face twice fince my Friend’s Death, has the Dining-
room fwept once 2 Week, and has fhifted her no
lefs than three Times in one Fortnight, - Whatever
might be {aid of Litterinda the W ife, it cannot be
difown'd that the Widow difcovers a tolerable Dif+
pofition for Government, and publick Offices, For
if outward Cleanlinefs is any Proof of inward
Neatnefs, and if an ordinary QOutfide is an Indi-
cation ‘of no Confufion within, why may not the
be at leaft advanced to the Dignity of Miftrefs of
monies to the Court ?
lla is akin to neither of the former: Not
nice, nor carelefly fluttith. She. loves
Neatnefs, and knows when fhe fees it, but has been
too genteelly bred to be able to give any Directions
towards it, For the very (Economy of her Table,
the is forced to depend upon the Difcretion of her
Servants: And if her Houfekecpcr thowd defert
her, fhe wou’d be as much Puzzled to order a Din-
ner,
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mer; as a blind Man could be to- find his Way
without a Guide. ; This was a Secret to her Huf-
band, till an unlucky Accident brought him ac-
quainted with it.-One Day, when he was without a
Houfckeeper, “he came Home, and defired hisWife
to add another Difh to the Table, becaufe he thou’d
have an.Acquaintance or two at Dinner with him.
She did as he order’d her,” and the Gentlemen,
when they fat down, had the folid Satisfaction of
two Legs of Mutton and Turnips to feed oh at the
firft, Courfe.

In Juftice to that Sex, I muftnot put an End to
this Subject, without taking Notice of Prudentia,
She is one of your notable #7omen, a tip-top Houfe-
wife I affure you, There’s not a Secret in domeftic
Mapagement. unknown to her. She can metamor~

@»Leg of Mutton to a Haunch of  Venifon,
make the Lark tranfmigrate to an Orsolon, and
transform Englifh Hogs Fleth, into as good /e~
phalia Ham as ever was imported. into, Great-Bri-
tain,  She is perfedtly acquainted with the Myftery
of making Butter and, Cheefe, Jellies, Conferyes,
Sweet-meats, Cordials, and. what not, Gardening
the is quite learned in,; and at the Needle fhe is per-
fect Miftrefs. | Nay, the is a good Accomptant too.
In fhort, nothing which relates to Economy comes
amifs to her. And yet fhe is not vain of all thefe
Accomplithments ; for tho’ fhe often plagues us
with her Differtations upon thefe Subjeéts, ’tis ever
with the commendable View of learning what the
knows ‘not, or fhewingus how much fhe does
know. So farlis the from being proud, that fhe has
ftoop’d to theiumble Office of -boiling an Eggs
and, to thew “how fit fhe was to'govern, fhe fub-
mitted once, inther:Hufbands Lite Time, to boil
him a Pig, purfuant’to his,own Requeft. But, fuch
is the Fatality of that poor Sex, fhe has forfeited,
fince a Widow, all her Reputation of Wifdom, in

s ) B : the
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the Management of her Children ; tho® fhe has bug
£wo to manage. - Poflefs’d of a thoufand Pounds a
Year, at‘hcr own Difpofal, 'fhe’ has withftood the
‘Temptation of a fecond Match, 'to lay up all for
them ; and has made no better Ufe of it than to
ruinone by Excefs of Extravagance, and the otherby
extremeNiggardlinefs. By giving herDaughteraPro-
fufion of Méney and Liberty, fhe has afforded her
the Means to gain the Title of Mother independent
of Wedlock ; and to make Amends for that Error,
in the Care of her Son, has kept him fo'fhort of
Money, ‘that to get rid of < ‘@ T'welve-penny Dun,
he has married -a Fritter Woman, = Strange as this
Circumftance is, ’tis not nore ftrange ‘than ‘true,
Neverthelefs Prudentia’ cannot be charged with
want of Love, All the Defect lies in that Walit of
“Falent for Government, which is fo evident iﬁ‘mt
tender Sex. - It can no longer then be doubted that
thofe poor pretty Creatures muft make a very {orry
Figurein Government and publick Offices, who ap-
pear founiverfally unqualified for the A dmihiftration
of private’ (Economy.  But'T fear I have proved
this Matter too plainly to them; and therefore, not
to give them the Pain of more ungrateful Truths
on this Head, T fhall follow whither Sophiz leads
mey that is to confider,

CHAP,



CH AR V. :
What Capacity the Women have for Sciences,

Cannot help being of the fame Mind with the

Duke of Britany, quoted by Montagne in his
Effays; and every one in their right Senfes muft
think with us, that a Woman is learned enough in
Confcience, if the candiftinguith between her Huf-
band’s Shirt and hisBreeches. A feverer Imprecation
cou’d fearce be utter’d againft the lovely Sex, than
to with them Science-mad. *Tis their pretty Flu-
ency in Nonfenfe, and their bewitching Confidence
in Tgnorance, which give their Charms the Power
of pleafing us in the foft Moments, when, unbend-
ing the Mind from Study, we feck in their native
Folly a Refpite from Senfe and Speculation. But
why fhou’d we put them to the Pains of Learning,
to entertain us with that Nonfenfe and Ignorance in
feveral Languages? Why fhould they be fuffer’d
to diftract their poor tender Brains with hard Words
and technical Terms: Is it not enough that they cam
clip and carve their own Mother Tongue info 3
Variety of Dialeéts, without obliging them to con-
found others into a Kind of mix’d Jargon, as un-
intelligible as the Converfation of Negroes?

I don’t, however, pretend to difpute their natural
Genius for Words. It is undoubtedly to them we
owe the Prefervation of that ancient and venerable
Langubge, call’d Gibberifp, which had long fince
been utterly loft, but for their Care and Affiduity in
cultivating it. It wou’d thercfore be highly ungrate-

> ul,




(40)
ful, ‘ot to give them the Praife due to their excellenf
Talents in this.Branch of Learning, efpecially fince
we reap fuch important Advantages from their Ex-
cellence in it. Without the Inftruétions of théfe
pretty jabbering Creatures, we fhou’d be at a Lofs
to converfe with our own Infants. Our Ignorance
wou’d run us into the Dilemma of either frighting
them with plain Ewgli/, or reducing them to the
Neceflity of learning 1t much fooner than the ufuial
Time, and even before they had gone through the
politer Language of the Nurfery. How vulga
wou’d it be to hear an Infant fay, Pray Mother give
your liftle Boy & Plumb! 15 it not infinitely more
clegant to fay, pay Mamma div ccky Boy ‘a Pum.
And how fhou’d a Child ever be able to learn the
latter preferably to the former, if the #lomen were
not more induftriousin teaching them than we are ?
Befides, we are fuch natural Dunces when put out of
the Road of Senfe, that we fhou’d never fucceed in
making Children reach the eloquent Unintelligible
fo foon as they do under their prefent Teachers.
For my own Part, I have been often in a Nurfery
of young Children, and, tho’ ever fo attentive to
their Converfation with one another, cou’d under-
ftand no more of their Meaning, than if they had
been fo many Hottentots : ‘Tho every Woman who
came in, I found, was perfeétly verfed in  their
Language. Wellfor me and them that they were fo,
or I'am afraid I fhou'd often have done Mifchief;
but particularly once : Being where twa or three
Children were at play, on a fudden I heard one of
them cry, and more good natured than wife was
offering to pacify it with thefe barbarous Words,
pretty Thing, what do you ¢ry for 2 But the Chil-
dren were terribly frighten’d, and for aught I know
had all fallen into Fits, at the Cannibal Sound, if a
learned Woman in the Room had not interpreted
my Meaning in familiar Gibberifh, which it fecrms
runs
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runs thus : Peety Sing | did um ky, did um vess ity
Jall um beat paw paw Man, div me a Bow den,
dare, doe paw Man doe. Thefe mellifluous Sounds
quite tranquilhzed' the little peevith Gentry, and
quite convinced me of how great Importance it is
to Mankind, that this feminine Science fhould be
kept up.

So far then from thinking the Ladies incapable
of teaching, at leaft this Branch of Knowledge, I
am for moving the Legillature for the Eftablifament
of a Female Univerfity for that Purpofe : And if I
were not-afraid of offending my fair Antagonift’s
grear Modefty, 1 would, with all due Submiffion
1o higher Powers, propofe her for Chancellor. One
of the Profeffors I have already in my Eye; ’tisa
Lady who keeps a Female Academy in Black-
Fryars. 1 was agreeably furprized, fome Time
ago, to find her excellent Talents, for fuch a Pur-
pofe, difplay’d on the very Board over her Deor ;
where was written in golden Capitals thefe elegant
Words, ¥omg Ladis taut to [pill and imbrawther.
‘Which by the niceft Critics is tranflated thus, Young
Ladies taught to fpell and embroider. But 1 have
fince had the Satistaction to hear, that this Piece of
antique Learning has brought her fuch a Number
of Scholars, that'fhe thinks it now beneath her to
keep out 2 Board, convinced of the old Proverb,
that good Wine needs no Bufb.

Neverthelefs, 1 would not have G ibberifh the fole
Affair of this Univerfity. No, I would havefome
taught to lp a litcle Englifb, and write it, however
afkew and unintelligibly. If I am not mifinform’d,
there 18 a Lady now at work upon a new Englify
Grammar, for the Ufe of the Fair-Sex 5 which in
all Probability will take very much, as her chief
View has been to fave unneceffary Trouble,” by re-
ducing the Work to a very concife Compafs. Still
fhe has fpared no Pains t((: make ic_of unt veral Ufe

0
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€0 the W omen, and by the Strength of her Genius,
and continued Application, fhe has abridg’d the
whole Art of Grammar to' four Parts of Speech,
Lifpingy -Mifpellings Noife, and Nowfenfe. If my
Scheme fhould: take Bffect, what 2 confiderable
Figure, would 'this ‘Lady ‘make in'an Univerfity-
Chair; !

I can by no Means however confert to the o-
men’s lofing any ‘Time in the Study of the Law.
To complete a Man a Knave, it is abfolutely necef-
fary to make a Lawyer of him. But every Wo-
sman from her Cradle’is by Nature a Lawyer in this
Senfe.. They have all fuch fnifhed Talents for
lying, diffembling, cajoling, undermining,  equi-
vocating, and barefacedly cheating, that there is no
Law, profane or facred, which they cannot argue
away or brazen out. *Tis rather then a woful Shame,
theit Knowledge of this Kind has no Bridle put to
it, ‘than any Ways likely they fhould improve us
or themfelves by further Advarices,

What a Difgrace to her Sex, and what a Bane
to ours, is Lola, with all hcr]urifpmdcncc. There
is no tricking Atorney fhe has not out-trick ’d, no
tharping Counfellor fhe has not bit, and no both-
fided Serjeant fhe has not outwitted. There’s not
a Court i England but the is verfed in the Practice
ofit, and not a Quirk in it but fhe has made Ufe of,
She has cozen’d a J ~——ge into open Perverfion of
the Law, and bilk’d him after all of the Premium
of his Iniquity.  She has forged away an eminent
Knave’s Ears without rifking her own, and married
away the te of an honeft Dupe of Rank from
his lawful Iffue, to fquander it away upon her own
Tawlefs Mongicl Offspring. . Her greateft Praife
is the having utterly ruined many, and greatly in-

Jured all the ever had to do with : The never have
ing built upon one honeft Plea, the numberlefs Suits
the has had upon her Hands, and the having
gain’d
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gain'd many Caufes without ufing any  hoeft -
Means ; tho’ the never loft.a fingle one for' want
of any knavifth Astifice in her Power: To fum up
the litigious Merit of this Machiavelian Lady in few
‘Words ; without ever poring over Littleton'or Coke,
there is no Law fo plain which could any Ways
concern” her, but what fhe has bafled by the
Sanétion of the Laws themfelves. © So idle and
needlefs is it for that Sex to ftudy. the Chicanerics of
the Law, fo eafyis it for them without Study to
be perfect in the Practice, and fo pernicious is this
Perfetion in them to all who have any Concerns
with them I T would therefore, for Zofia’s Sake,
have all Matters of Law banifhed the Fem alePro..
vince under Pain of Death,

Indeed they may, if they think proper, erécta
Faculty of their own, to give a Grace to the IVifL
chief they do with their Noftrums. To qualify them
for Phyficians, there is nothing wanting but 3 So-
lemnity of Phiz, the Ufe of Spectacles; and a Pro-
fufenefs of unintelligible Jargon ; tho’ for the 7
Thanks to their propitious Stars, their matural -
nefs of Tongue, and Fondnefs for hard" W ords,
give them an admirable: Difpofition.

For Hifiery 1 think they have an uncommon
Capacity : At leaft one of the moft noted Prodric.
tions in that Kind, is thought to be the Work of
a Female Genius. For though a Reverend Bift
in Compliance with the Modefty of i
was fo kind to lend his Name to
Hiftory of his own Times, it is bel
that his Chaplain’s old Grandmot!
Hand in it.  In Politics and
remarkable for excelling: Their P y
triguing qualifies them for the latter, and the former
they are affifted in, by Curiofity  and the Gift of
Tatde.

G2 : Nevil'a
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Novilia is an_excellent News-Paper, which nei=
ther tires your Eyes, nor founds your Purfe: Your
Tars are at all the Expence of ‘your Information.
There is not a Thing happens or can happen but
fhe knows or invents, unlefs there be too much
Probability init, She can fectle the Affairs of all
Europe with as great Facility as the Grounds in her
Coffee-Pot; can carry on War with equal Refo-
Jution ; and has actually taken more Ships from
France and Spain fince the Rupture, than our Ad-
Imirals and Privateers had Time tos take, nay than
thofe Nations had to lofe. She has often commu-
nicated to me the important Conferences a certain
Monarch had in Bed with his Wife. And if fhe is
not always right in her Accounts, it is owing to the
impolitic Proceedings of the Minifters of State.
For to give her her due, in telling you what is
done, fhe only means to acquaint you with what the
thi ks ought to be done. 1 would by all Means
thercfore have a Chair,erected in the Female Uni-
verfity, for the Tnftrultion of  fuch Women as dif-
cover a Gerius for Politics: But that they may be
of fome Ufe to the Public, 1 would humbly propofe
to the Government, to take off the Duty from all
5 ws-Papers, and lay it upon thefe living

Chair, for the Education of fuch as have
¢ Talent for "Novels, 1:would have the
* the learned Authors Mirs. Bebn and Mrs.
read, as the Standard of that Science; and as
mpicty and Smut are confiderable Branches of ity
1 would have thofe Paflages, which are the moft
remarkable for either, p: articularly inforced to the
fair Students. T know no one happier for a com-
municative Faculty, in that Part of Literature,
and therefore none likely to make a more able Pro-
feffor of it, than the witty Sephira; that furprifing
Genius, the firft Bffay of whofe incomparable Pen
was
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svas clofed in the fprightly Parenthefes of Bawdy
and Blafphemy. The Lady, you muft know, isa
Freethinker by Profetfion; but moft firmly believes
chere 4 2'God, becaufe Folks will have it there is
none : Fho’ -an with a becoming Eafe talk of
him in as car a Manner as fhe does of ‘the Devil,
syhom fhe looks upon as:a mere Fiction, and withes
{he had nothing to trouble her more than the Fears
of Hell: * For fhe is very fure God is too good to
ke fuch 2 troublefome Being, or fuch a difmal
Place, As fhe has, befides thefe Accomplithments,
atolerable Tafte for Poctry, fhe may give her pretty
Scholars a litcle Tincture of it, by reading to them
Mrs. Barber's FamiLy Poems, unlefs fhe fhould
think it mo ructive to paraphrafe Mrs, Bebn’s
Piece upon Snjoyment.

If 1 miftake not, Sophia difclaims, in the Name
of her whole Sex, the Privilege of interfering in
Matters of Divinity: Tho’ fhe ftill contends hard
for their natural Aptnefs for it. ‘What Commiffion
fhe may have fr her pretty Clients, t©0 give up fo
confiderable a Claim I know not. However, Tam
abfolutely of Opinion, that it becomes them full as
well to hold forth on the Subject of Religion in a
Church as in their Drawing-Rooms, in a Pulpit as
at a Tea-Board ; and both are as graceful in them
as riding aftride would be, What Schifm ever
rended the Church, which they have not had a prin-
cipal Hand in? What Error ever crept in among
Chriftians which they have not been induftrious to
forward ? What Point fo abftrufe in Religion which
they are not for deciding? If they muft be Cham-
ber-Divines, why do they not even go farther, and
feize the Church and Pulpit to? ‘Why do they not
copy after that fernale Pattern of Confiftency, Dro-
mania? This flefhly Tabernacle of the Spirit hath
wifely thrown off all idle Forms, to p h the
outward Man into the Arms of the inward one.
Convinced of the Light within her, fhe hath not

i buried
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buried it under 2 Buthel, at her Levee, but hath
placed it on a Candleftick in the Houfe of the Lord,
that it may give Lightunto all that are in it. And
the Lord in Return hath fo replenifhed her with the
Light of his Knowledge, " ‘that fhe expoundeth the
Seriptures without ceafing, and burfteth not, albeit
fhe knoweth not how to read them. * Fehath made
her a Picklock of Wifdom, “and given unto her o
Key to open the greatelt Myfteries of the Revela-
tions, and fhew that there is no Myftery in them ,
to unfold the Prophets as fhe unfoldeth her Apron ;
and to expofe the Evangelifts as fhe expofeth her-
felf.  Nay, he hath given her atwo-edged Tongye
for a Snare, two rolling Eyes for a Baig 5 he hath
added Claws unto her Fingers, and behold fhe goeth
forth like unto a Fifher of Men, and fpreads her
fnowy Armslikeunto a Net. But the Spirit bloweth
where it lifteth ;" and the Sons of the Flefl will not
bite at the Bait, nor be caught in the Net.

However unfuccefsful the Induftry of this Female
Divineis, I think fhe js aliving Proof of the Abj-
lity of that Sex for the Study of Theology.  And
therefore I am not againtt thejr ereting a Chair to
teach, and appointing her the Profeffor.

But I can by no Means give into their puzzling
their little delicate Heads, with the more intricarc
Study of Philofophy of any Sort, Every Branch of
that is built upon Reafon, and Reafon they have
nothing to do ¥ith, However a5 they have fome
faint G]immerings of it, I don’t pretend to fay there
will be any Harm in their gaining a litcle fuperficia]
Smatch of fome Trifles dependent on Philofophy »
Such as a few myfterious Terms, a fmall Number
of detach’d Sentences, and here and there 5 trite
I‘)xp“:mun‘t. Thefe will fuffice to make any 77,-
man as learned as fhe need be, and thefe any HWomap
may pick up without much Coft, :

T was
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T was lately entertain’d by one of your ve
learned Ladies in het Study, ‘where T had the Op-
portunity, during 4 thort Space: fhe léff me ajone
there, to take a Survey of her Libraty, and the
choice Colle€tion which had contributed to make
her fuch a Scholar,  As I found it very curious, I
was at the Pains of writing a Catalogue, which I
thall here tranfcribe for the Benefit of all the Fair
Lovers of polite Learning: So far am I from envy-
ing them any Opportunity of improving  their
“Talents.

Her Books then ftood in the following Order,

The Atalantis 5 a Comman-pra_yenbank—}au—
chefter’s Poems Preparation Jor: Communionm.
Love’s loft Shift s Meditations on Death—4 Patch-
Box—Paradife loff 5 the Art of being eafy ar all
Times—Behn’s Novels Whitefield’s  Sermons —.
Ovid’s drt of Love; Advice of @ Motber to ber Soz
and Daughier—Petronius in Englifh; a Biblem—
A Paper of Pins — AThee-and-Thoy Almanack
the Moral Philofopher 5. the Pilgrim’s Progrefs—
Geography of Children the Tatlers — A “pocker
Looking-glafs---Dacier’s  Homer, Englifb s Perfian
Tales s the Merry Fofter fJay on Midwifry ——.
In a Vacancy lay Swift’s Dreffing-Room, with 2

+ Houfewife upon it ftuff’d with Sitks, and a Paper
with 8panifh Wool---The Plain Dealer 5 Law’s Se-
rious Call to a devout L) e-~=Tale of a Tub Dyche’s
Spelling-Book— The 1 bole Duty of Mans the Ars
of getting beautiful Children—m-v-

After having given an Account of her Library,
it is fic 1 fhould give fome Idea of its fair Owner.
She has' read a great Deal, and has a very gooa
BY% y 3 can talk incohcrently in five feveral
ges s has tranflated and eyen compofed; is
a Critic in Profe and an Author iif Verfe, But with

all
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all this deal of Learning and Memory, fhe feithef
knowshow to fet her Cap ftraight, nor can remember
to buckle her Shoes ; and is io blinded with poring
over Books, as not to be capable of difcerning the
Difference of Shades, between adirty Smock-{leeve
and a clean Apron. Infhort, fhe is too much taken
up with the Dead, to mind any Decorums to the
Living; and, but for the Sake of informing the
latter, would fcorn to converfe with them. ~While
I was with her, a fudden Itching inher Head put
her in Mind that her Hair wanted combing. = She
fubmits to the greafy Tafk: But no fooner had fhe
drawn the Comb half a dozen Times through her
Hair, than a learned Flight feized hold of her
Senfes ; fhe tucks up her Locks with irregular
Hafte ; and, taking Leave of me, hurries along
the Street, without fo much as taking Notice of
the Surprize and Ridicule of the People fhe pafs’d
by, till fhe came to her Bookfeller’s, who could
not have feen fhe had been dreffing her Head, but
for the Nightrail fhe had ftill on her Shoulders. It
muft be owned, that if this ‘Lady is a Scholar the
is a very fluttith one ; and:the much fhe reads s to
wvery little Purpofe, fince it can make nothing better
of her than a bookifp Slattern. It is happy tor her,
and much more for our Sex, that the is unmarried.
A Man of ‘Senfe muft undoubtedly prefer to fuch a
learned Negligence, an ignorant ‘Wife who can con-
defcend to be cleanly, and ftoop to be a little well-
bred. For my Part, after feeing fuch an Inftance
of the ill Confequence of Literature in Women, I
cannot but be of Fuvenal's Mind, as Mr. Dryden
tranflates him,

That of all Plagues, the greateftis untold
The Book-learn’d Wife, in Greek and Latin Dold.
The Critic-Dame, who at ber Table fits,
Homer and Virgil guotes, andweighs their Wits 5
And pities Dido’s agonizing Fits.

She
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She bas fo far th’ Afeendant of the Board,
The prating Pedant puts not in one Word:
The Man-of Law is nonplufs’d in bis Suit ;
Nay, ev’ry.other female Tongue is mule.
Hammers and beating Anvils, you would fwear,
And Nulcan with his whole Miliiia’s, there:
Tabors and Trumpeis ceafe s for fbe alone
Is able to redeem the lab’ring Moon.
Ev'n Wit’s a Burden, where if talks ¥0o long :
But fbe who bas no Continence of Tor
Sh walk in Breeches, and [hould
And mix among the philofop :
O what a midnight Curfe e, whofe Side
Is pefter’d with a Mood and Figure Bridel
Let mine, ye Gods! (if fuch m
No Logic lear, nor Hiftory tra
But rather be a quiet, bumble Fool :
1 bate a Wife to whom I g0 to School,
Who climbs ihe Gram; 7
Where Nouny and Verb, and Pa
Correéls ber 1y Neighbour 5 ard
For breaking Prifcian’s, breaks ber Hufber

"

Neither Fuvenal for T deny that 77omen may ac=
quire fome fuperficial Learning : All we contend
for s, that it is ever il beftowed upon them, iuaf=
much as it renders them ufelefs :
and a Nuifance to ours; of which the Lady
Portraiture [ have juft given is a figral Pro
Sophia thould bring me a few luftances outs
common Rule, what will the gct by
that Greece has fhewn its Sappbo, Rom
lia, France has produced a Dacier,
brought forth a Sch
more bleft than all, Eugland now
and a Sophia: What then? Are feventy [
though feventy times feven times doubled,
wards of five thoufand and feven Years, fuf

b 6
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prove a general Capacity in Women for Knowledge
and Learning? Would my fair Antagonift think
Horfes a fit Party for her at Quadrille, if 1 fhould
inftance fome of that Species which have been Dabs
at Pur? Or, would fhe like to be confined to the
Converfation of Parrots, becaufe many of them can
talk a great deal? No: Neither can we deem the
Women fit Affociates for us in the Study of Sciences,
becaufe a few have had a tolerable Smattering of
them.  But let us proceed to view them in another
Ligh in the following Queftion.

;

CoHuAsiPi bV R

Whether Women are naturally qualified for
Military Offices, or not?

DLE as I think this Queftion, it is neceffary to
take it into a Minute’s Confideration, in Com-
e to my fair Adverfary, who is difpofed to
think it of Importance. Indeed, in one Senfe,
I am of her mind: for I cannot help withing,: for
the Good of my own Sex, that the Wemen, how-
¢ver unqualified for military Exploits, were obliged
to engage in all the Wars, Civil Diffentions, Fa-
mily Feuds, and hloody Broils, they are the origi-
nal Authors of 5 fince, in all Probability, their na-
tural Averfion to Danger would have made them
lefs forward to expofe us to it, Iwould have every
Jilting Coquet, who prides herfelf in meafuring the
Love of her Dupes by the Length of their Swords,
be compelled to act the Part of a Second in the Fray.
And as for thofe Ladies who have Pride and Pret-
tinefs_enough to fet. their Families on cutting one

another’s
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another’s Throats, to involve their Country in Civil
Difcord, or to fet Nations at a bloody Strife ; I
would have them fingled out, like fo many Curatie
and Horalie, to decide the Difpute with their own
Blood, and fpare unneceffary Slaughter. Thus,
knowing themfelves doomed to heal at their own
Coft the Mifchicfs of their own making, * they
would be lefs fond of Difcord, or we thould be lefs
the Victimsof it. But to expeét them to expofe their
pretty Carcafes to Perils or Hardthips for the Safcty
of their Country, the Good of the Public, or the
Defence of Virtue,would be requiring Impofiibilities
from them. Magnanimity, asan illuftrious Author
obferves, was never expected from that pufillanimous
Sex. . Each Sex, indeed, has its Perfections 5 but
Greathefs of Soul was never numbered among fe-
minine Accomplifhments. Nature from the Begin-
ning fixed an efiential Difference between Man and
Woman, not more in Strength of Body than of
Mind ; and, though the gave them both fome Vir-
tues not unlike in Appearance, yet fhe diftributed
thofe Virtues between n in very unequal Shares.
‘What is the utmoft ength of Woman, but the
Struggle of Imbecillity? W hat her greateft Bravery,
but Cowardice made defperate ?

And yet I will not pretend to fay, that every o~
man is a Coward 5 or that any of them are always
fuch: No; Women can be fometimes fearlefs ; but
that is only when Vice infpires their Valour, And
then what is it they cannot do or dare? For, as
Mr. Dryden fays after Fuvenal,”

Each Inconvenience makes their Virtue cold :
But Womankind in is are ever bold,

Tremulais as tender a Lady, and as eafily feareds
as any I know of her wholé Sex: Too pretty to
tread the Ground in a vulgar Manner, fhe cannot

H 2 o {tand,
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fland, t)ourrh it fhould be to fave her Hufband
{ ch lefs can the walk the enormous
Loogth of a Koom, unlefs the has a Man to lean
i, Or thu 1 pm efs to forger herfelf.  Mufic,
ulous Effect on the harmonious
-2 dtcan fal date her too fupple Sinews, and
Foice to foot it, without umtmg, for four
nty kHours together; though her Joints are
natucilly lo very weak, tlmt fhe can feldom fuc-
take two Steps and a half without tripping.
1 ¢ have known her laid up with a Cold for
the \vuum Wi inter, by rathly venturing crofs a
b cd to her Coach, before the Maid could
f:’ 1 the Carpet, for all hﬂx Hufband had warmed
her Ch 3 1d at this very Innc
i he, which fhe g6t by
ng one Ni ht to the A‘lay with-
at m“ s the Danger greater
The Sight of a Lancet
\" { throw er into a Swoon 3 and her Fi its are
nough, without fecking Occafions to make
hem more 0. She is always in a Panic at beft
For, confcious to herfelf of being fomething very
precious, fhe never thinks herfelf thoroughiy fafe.
}T% Buz of a Gnat will awake her from the pro-
foundeft 1,xw1n of Tr inquillity 3 the Ruftling of
her own Silks has often fet her on tre nbling ; u.nd
in another Perfor’s Houfe, the has fainted away at
the Sight of her own 1w<ct Self in a Glafs, before
the Imd Time to recolleét the dear Idol’s Features.
f ige Toools the”has an utter Dread of; twa
ciofs Knives fufficient Matter at any time to
metamorphofe the fearful Thing into an afpin Lea
Her H u'band’s Sword, tho\mh as harmlefs as Har-
dequin’s Sabre; fhe can tolerate no where but at his
Side ; and one Day finding him, as the came into
his Clofee, with a Razor in his Hand, fhe fairly
fell back lI.tQ the Arms of the Footman ; and what
would

Tooth
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would have been the Confcquence T cannot fay, if
Richard had not unlaced her, while his Mafter
went after the Foufekeeper for her Lady’s Drops.
So delicate and fearful is pretty Tremula: And
yet, averfe as I am to Hazards, I would venture
an even Wager of a fmall Matter, that if Richard
had the Senfe to feel her Pulfe, and guefs at her
Conftitution, he might enable her to walk three or
four Miles to an Atlignation of Mifchief, in the
darkeft Night, without Fear of mecting in the
Way a Bear, ora Bug-aboe ; if 1 may be allowed
this female Elegance.

And why not? Vi
cate to Appearance 2

ina is as flender and deli-
erfelf ; and yet fhe can do
that and more. g and ftout as the talleft Of-
ficers in our Standing Army, Horfe or Foot, fhe
can leap a five-barr’d Gate, keep at the Hecls of 2
Fox, and feta Buck at Bay, with the beit of them.
She can turn her Horfe adrift, take her Dog and
her Gun on a Winter’s Day, and, without Fear of
Colds or Catarrhs, ramble Miles in the Dirt, to a
folitary Coppice, in Purfuit of her Game. No
‘Weather can k her at home, and no Dangers
can fright her from venturing abroad. In the Coun-
try fhe can frolea whole Day, from Cover to Co-
ver, after a Brace of Woodcocks 5 and, Moon or
no Moon, can trapes all Night through thick and
thin, from Village to Village, after a fingle Fidler.
In Town fhe is as undaunted ; can fwagger at a
Card-table, riot ata Tavern, and ramble through
the Streets from Bagnio to Bagnio, with as much
Security in a Hack as in her own Coach; and that
at Hours when the honefter Part of Watchmen are
{carce fafe. Neverthelefs, it cannot be faid, that
this Lady is vigorous and undaunted alike in every
thing : No; in every thing that is good and ce
mendable, fhe is all’ Impotence and Panic ; and
would be full as feeble and fearful as Tremula her-

v felf,
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felf, even in thefe her favourite Amufements, if
the Toil and Danger of them fhould once affume.
the Face of Virtue, It is Mifchief then, dear, dear
Mifchicf, which infpires Viragina to be {o vigorous,
and act fo valiantly. ~ Vice and Mifchicf alone are
capable of making that Sex fummon all its latene
Strength, and forget all it Fears,  Infligated by
Evil, what will they not hazard ? Vice fhall make
a Thaleftris equal to the Labour of rambling after
an Alexander 5 make Sheba’s Queen overlook the
Dangers of a long and unknown Road 5 and hum-
ble an Emprefs, Meflalina, & Roman Emprefs, to

k the Strects. Every Woma, is a Hippia, preft
the Lifts of Virtue ; flow, impotent, and heart-
lefs, fcared by an Atom, fainting at a Rofe, But
place the Goal of Vice, or Standard of Iniquity,
within their Rcach, all Volunteers of Sin and Luft,
they will hurry to it with the utmoft Eagernefs 5
forfake their Hufl inds, the tendereft of Hufbands,
forget their Chidren, Parents, Blood and Friends,
dare foaming Seas, fnuff Pitch and Tar, feed on
Carrion with a Guft, lie hard, work harder, and
go through all fufferable Woes, to gain the Point
n View.

Can it then be denied, that fome Women have
Strength and Courage enough to qualify them for
military Offices? And yet what Pajchal fays, in his
Political Maxims, is ftill true, < Nothing is more
ain, than that the Fair Sex is not only weak
¢ and unequal to Toil, but even, if Truth is no
Treafon, as impotent as they are cruel-minded,
ambitious, and greedy of Power 5 which they
are to fuch an Exce 5, that they know no Mode-
ration in their Diforders, when, thamelefs enough
to herd with Warriors, they expofe themfelves
to public View at the Head of Armics, - range
Troops, march with a Regiment at their Tail,
and value themfelves upon their own Dexterity
b Ty

in
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% in all military Exercifes : Though, when I fee
< any fuch forward %oman, 1 cannot help think-
« ing I fee a Monkey aping the Actions of a
¢ Man,” * And, in reality, what ¢an be more ri-
diculous'or indecent ? ' Is ‘it not full as unfeemly a
Sight, to behold a Woman giving  the Word' of
Command to her Troops, leading them up
Combat in Battle Aray, and giving them the Signal
of Onfet, as to fee 2 Man knotting, knitting, hand-
lind a. Diftaff, or cmbroidermg his Wife’s Petti-
coat? The Reafon is, that every thing unnatural
and out of Charalter is offenfive, and therefore
wrong. And what appears and is, in a valiant
Man, Gallantry, Bravery, and Sturdinefs, is, ina
forward WWoman, Madnefs, Arrogance, and Cruelty;
as, on the contrary, what makes a ¥oman elegant,
makes a Man deformed ; as the Drefs and Orna-
ments which add Grace and Dignity to her Beauty,
but ferve to make him a finical, pragmatic, ener-
vate Coxcomb. It is no Praife then, but rather a
Difgrace, to any of that foft Sex to be qualified for
military Offices. For, as the fame learned Weriter
obferves, the more their natural Weaknefs is a Curb
to their violent Sallies of Imagination and Whim,
{o, when they give a Loofe to Libertinifm, the
greater Lengths are they fure to run, and with the
, more Difficulty are they brought back to their for-
mer Modefty, if ever they are.  And fuch of them
as are fomething more robuft and dauntlefs than the
Generality, are but the more dangerous Evils for
being fo 5 inafimuch as their Impetuofity of Teim-
per is ever more furious, So that when once a
Woman, impatient of her Sex, throws off the foft
Charaéter which is properly hers, the will never fail
to carry her Infolence beyond the Bounds which

even Men of any Senfe fix to their Boldnefs.
And yet I do not believe it abfolutely impofiible
for a Womar to have a true Cotrage, animated by
real
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real Virtue ; but I look upon fuch a #Woman as a
Miracle, out of the common Coutfe of Nature.
As fuch I confider the immortal Boadicea 5 and as
fuch I profoundly revere the more immortal Sopbia,
when fhe tells us, that the cowld, with more Eafe,
and lefs Repugnance, dare the Frowns and Fury of
an already vikiorious Army, which fbe had Forces to
ofifts than foe could [foop to court the Smiles of a
Minifter whom fhe bad Reafon to defpife.
Sentuments fo like my own (umpd me to believe
her, though a Woman ; and I admire (I had al-
moft faid adore) her for them. Words are but Words
at beft, and hers are no more : But the Spirit they
are uttered with is a Proof to me of their being the
Qverflowings of a Heart capable of the Execution.
Bue will Sophia pre tend to fay, there are many #o-
men lile her in this particular 5 or that the Bulk of
Womankind are not pufillanimous Things ? If the
Sun halted once at the valiant “///}zm's Word of
Command, mult its Courle be interrupted for every
mp Hnu!t Jm]]v’ Avd if’ virtuous Courage has
1 7’s Breaft, fhall all the
on lay a Claim to the Extra- privi-
les allowed for, Timidity, like
all other Defeéts of Men, is an ornamental Perfec-
tion in #omen, and infeparable, infome Degree or
other, even from thofe Zirogo Dasmes who launch |
out of Nature into Affectation.

I will agree witl \ my fair Antagonift fo far, that
The Virtuous are s timid L\.t can draw no
Conclufion thence in Favour of her Sex, till fhe
makes it appear, - that the Timid are always virtuous.
The cantr -h 1 bave already fo plainly in-
franced in thofe little heartlefs pretty Mifchiefs, that
tional
L3 re, that the men ar little qualified for
military Employments of Honour, Truft, or Im-
portance, as they are for every other Office in Life;
except

need add not ung more toconvince a r:
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ecept that for which they were given us, that is,
the:Propagation of human Nature.

CONCLUSIOWN.

¥R OM what T have hithertofsid it muft appears
to all who have the leaft Degree of Under-
ftanding, that if the Merit of #omen be weighed
by the End of their Production, and the Circum-
farices attending it, by their natural Capacity, and
the Prattice they have applied it to in all Ages,
by ithe living Variety of Inftances of their Folly,
Inconfiftency, Impotence in Good, and Propenfity
to Evil, they are not only wide of the Perfetion
«of Man, but even almoft infinitely beneath him. So
that far from having any juft Title, or even plau-~
fible Pretence, to claim an Equality of Power, Dig-
nity, and Efteem with him; the very Privileges
they enjoy, can only be looked upon as fo many

Inftances of his/Generofity to them.
If we trace their Condué through every Age,
and confider it in all Lights, we fhall find them
every where, even in their feemihg Differences, the
{ame 3 .emptily vain, foolifhly conceited, and am-
‘bitioufly groveling ; at once covetous and extrava-
gant, to Kxtremes ; reftlefs even to Indolence;and
fal(e in their very Fits of Fondnefs 5 in their Hatred
cruel, in their Love lafcivious ; and then moft
‘treacherous, when moft induftrious to fhew Since-
rity.  What elfe do we find in 7omen but the Bane
of Friendfhip, an inevitable Pain, a native Temp-
tation, a defirable Calamity, a domeftic Snare, a
flattering Mifchicf, the very Effence of Evil, un-
der.the Semblance of Good 2" If then there isa
heinous Crime in difmiffing them when ours, it
1 muft
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muft furely be own’d as heavy a Grievance ‘to be
forced to retain them, though uncertain of their
being only ours. And yet fuch the haplefs Dilemma
Man is reduced to, when tied to that frail Toy a
Woman : In danger of becoming an Adulterer if
he difmifles her; or of harbouring an Adultrefs if he
keeps her.

Neverthelefs, it muft be owaed, that Worman,
though effentially an Evil, is a neceflary one; but
then fo much the more burdenfome is the for being
10 ; fince what is moft endearing in her, makes our.
Danger the more imminent, and our only Security
is in what muft render her intolerable, T he Man
who weds a beautiful Waoman, meafures a Mark
for every Libertine's Lechery; but he who mar-
ries a plain one, marries Lechery itfelf: The for-
mer will find it an arduous Tafk to preferve invio-
lated his private Property in the Object of public
Luft 5 and how wretched muft be the Fate of the
latter, to be confined to the Society of one, whom
none elfe wou’d condefcend to couple with! How-
ever, upon the whole, there may be, perhaps, much
lefs Mifery annex’d to the Pofieflion of a homely
‘Wife, than to the Difﬁculty of keeping a hand-
fome one chatte: But fll it is plainthere is a Mifery
in both,

Well then might Cato fay, that <but for WWoman
<< the World wouw’d be without Woe, and the ce-
< leftial Beings wou’d delight to mingle their Con-
¢ verfation with ours.” It is well remark’d by 3
learned Author, that Cato fpoke not by guefs, but
from his own fatal Experience.  And who better
qualified to give a proper Idea of the Artifices of
thofe common Mifchiefs, than one who was him-
felf the Dupe of them? Their Vices and Follies
alike are carried to fuch an Excefs, ' that nothing
cou’d ‘make them credible but Conviction 5 and
nothing but Experience cou’d Juttify the Belief of it.
Bu~
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But Cato had the Trial ; and, to his Sorrow, found
the fair delufive: Flower of Zenus like the foft,
filky, touch-enfnaring Rofe, beneath whofe beau-
teous baneful Bloffom lies many a pointed Thorn.

But I forget, Cato is no Oracle with Sophia : Nor

would he be fuch with me, was he particular in his
Opinion of the Fair Sex. But furely all can never
be miftaken : And do not all, who bear the Cha-
racter of wife, agree, that Women are the Shuttle-
cocks of Vice and Folly, Impotence and” Eager-
nefs ; the Dupes of others Paffions, and jilted by
their own? Do not all Writers, facred and pro-
fane, without comparing Notes, combine in paint-
ing them falfe as they are fair, and filly as they are
fweet 5 artful in modeft Guife, and impudent when
lewd ; treacherous, ambitious, Slaves to Avarice,
the Foes of Reafon, and never Friends to Thought,
but when they think on Mifchief. If Seneca may
be believed, 4 Woman never mufes by her[elf, but
Jhe is mufing on fome Wickednefs. And if we dif-
credit him, we muft difcredit all who have ever
ftooped to write about them : For all are of his
Mind, and all confider them at beft as flattering,
pleafing, defirable Evils. Democritus was {o con-
vinced of this, that, being queftioned, wby be, who
was bimfelf [o big, bad married a Wife [olittle 5 he
anfwered, Methinks, {ayshe, asitis, Ihave chofer
100 big a one, when all I bad to choofe. was Evil.
But Protagoras went farther ftill; no Evil, ac-
cording to him, exceeds that Evil, Z/oman. What
made him give his Daughter in Marriage to his
mortal Enemy? Afk him, and take his Reafon
from himfelf: I gave ber to him, fays he, becaufe
I could give bim nothing worfe.

1 thould never have done, were I to give a Lift
of all the' Sages in every Age who have thought
like them, But what Occafion have we for the Au-
thority of others to confirm a Truth our own Eyes

: T2 Vg are
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are daily Witnefles to? Let us look round ¢he Fe+
male World ; what fhall we find but Weaknefs of
Head, and Corruption of Heart, intolerable Tri-
fling, or deftructive Induftry ? A giddy Tribe of
ufelefs Things, made up of Noife and Nonfenfe,
Envy, Malice, Trpertinence, and Shew ; mere
Murderers of Time, -averfe to all that is good, and
prone to all that is naught 5 proud only of what
{erves to humble them, and never humble but
when it is bafe to be fo; and but a fairer Kind of
Fiends difguifed in Angels Dreffes; whofe Actions
are the beft Antidote to the Poifon of their Charms?
Here their infatiable Incontinence renders their Beau-
ty fhocking ; there their Modefty is meant a Covep
to their own Luft, and an Incentive to yours ; in
one Houfe, you fee a pretty, foolifh, lifelefs,
moving Statue, in anothet, a homely, bookifh,
pert, prating Doétrefs, a Retailer of Crifs-crofs
Sentences, whofe Brain is a mere Lottery-wheel of
Senfe and Nonfenfe, drawn alike by Charice, five
hundred Blanks to one Prize, of no Worth when
examined ; in a third; you meet with a houfewifely
Shrew, a fober Slut, an ignorant Cypher, a goffip-
ing Politician, or a learned Slattern 3 in 4 fourth, a
litigious Cheat, a Virago, Bully, or Phantom fright-
ed at the Crow of a Cock : And every where you
are fure to find an inconfiftent Set of fickle Crea-
tures, never for a Minute themfelves, but when
moft unlike us, and neareft being unlike themfelves,
and never fteady in any thing but Folly, Vice, and
Ficklenefs.

How unlike are thefe pretty Little-more-than-
nothings to that lordly Creature, whofe Superiority
of Merit, as well as Power and Prerogative, their
impotent Ambition to be like him might alone
fuffice to convince them of, had they but one De-
gree of Undcrﬁanding more than they have! Man,
created by Gop to rule this vaft Univerfe, was by

: his
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his Maker endowed with a Soul equal to the Tafk,
His Body is ftrong, his Mind vigorous, and his
Heart refolute; his Underftanding is fitted for the
moft fublime Speculations, and his Perfon for the
moft hardy and important Exercifes. He can dive
into the inmoft Secrets of Nature without lofing
himfelf ; and has Art enough to copy her nobleft
Works, and to improve the great Original.
He wants neither Fancy to invent, nor Genius to
contrive. With Quicknefs to apprehend, and Me-
mory to retain, he has Judgment to difcern ; and
can, by diftinguithing and comparing different
Ideas, form the greateft Defigns. Happy in a Ge-
nius for the moft glorious Enterprizes, he has both
Courage and Conduét fufficient to execute them.
For he is not only qualified by his intellectual Ca-
pacity to be greatly wife, but naturally prompted to
be truly good. In fhort, Virtue and Wifdom are
the Epitome of his Character, where //oman inter-
sferes not to corrupt it. If there are a few dege-
nerate Creatures, who anfwer not this Character,
they arc fuch only as by converfing with #oman-
kind, putting on their Foiblesy and, affeéting to be
like them, degrade themfelves of Manhood, com-
mence intelleétual Eunuchs, and deferve no more
to be reputed of the fame Sex with us. But ftill
the Bulk of Men were defigned by Nature to be
both greatly wife and eminently good. ~ And there
are as many Inftances to prove thefe Charaéteriftics
in the Men, as there are in Women to prove their

‘Want of them, ahd natural Incapacity for them.
How many Men might we not point out, whom
but to name would force that daring Sex to own
the little Claim they have to equal Merit with that
noble Creature, though all the female T'rain fhould
club their feveral Worths to match it. To know
‘what Man is capable of being, examine what he
really is when perfett: And to gain a true Idea ouf
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all Mens" real Merit, view any Man in whom alt
manly Virtues are blended.

Philantbropus isfuch ; admired, efteemed, be-
loved by all who know him, 'and loving all Man-
kind. Majeftic in his Perfon, of a lively Under-
ftanding, and of Manners gracious, affable, and fin-
cere, he is ever cheerful, never light; ever pre-
fent to his Company, never abfent to himfelf ; his
Voice all Harmony, his Words all Senfe 5 his Ac-
tions anfwer to his Mien, and what he looks he is 3
difcreetly daring, modeft with becoming Boldnefs,
{prightlily fedate, eafy without Levity, folid with-
out Solemnity, good by approved Principle, and
wife by Parts anticipating Experience ; his Virtue
ot ftiffened by Aufterity, nor his wifdom foiled
by any Fondnefs of fhewing it ; never elated by
Profperity, Adverfity cannot deprefs him ; always
ferene in every«Viciffitude of Life, not from In-

. fenfibility, but from Thought, Refolution, and

confcious Worth 3 grateful to his Maker, he hase
nothing fo much at Heart as the true Interefts of
Religion, which he is inceflantly ftudious to cul-
tivate in himfelf, ard frequently happy enough to
promote in others. His unblemifhed Conduét proves
him the Chriftian he profeffes to be : In him, Faith
free from Bigottry and Superftition, Zeal according
to Knowledge, Godlinefs without Oftentation or
Severity, and Devotion without Enthufiafm, give
Piety fuch an amiable Afpec, as makes the Prac-
tice of it inviting. Thus bleft, thus happy, thus
worthy to be fo, fo far is he from taking Pride in
any Advantages he poffeffes above others, that he
looks on them as the common Property of all.
Nor is he more anxious to communicate thofe Ad-
vantages to’others, than fure to fhare in their Mi-
feries, by a generous Fellow-feeling of their Mif-
fortunes. The Widow has a Protector in him, the
Oxphan a Father 3 the Wretched find him  their
Relief,
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Relief, and all whoare in Diftrefs, of under Op-
reffion, - their Advocate, Support, and Defence.
?{c never thinks himfelf fo rich, as when a poot
Man fhares with him his Fortune. His Endeavours
to furpafs others in Goodnefs, never hinder him
from labouring to make them even better than him-
felf ; and he never approves his own Wifdom, but
when it helps him to make others wife, or to dif-
cover fome Excellence in them. ‘The Good are
ever fure of his Efteem, the Sage of his Admira-
tion, and both of his Love and Praife: For no
Merit ‘efcapes his Acknowledgment which reaches
his Knowledge, as no Demerit incurs his Scorn or
Hatred, though it cannot elude his Penetration, To
the Gift of knowing how to applaud the Deferving,
without putting them out of Countenance, he joins
the Talent of reafoning or laughing others out of
their Follies and Foibles, without expofing or of-
fending them ; ever fure to gain a Friend by the
Worth he rewards, never in danger of making an
Enemy by the Vice he difcountenances. The Fool-
ifh he is induftrious to diret, and is indefatigable,
as well in informing the Ignorant as in reforming
the Wicked. Thofe whom he can better, he al-
ways encourages ; and thofe whom he cannot, he
pities, but never condemns; not more liberal of
juft Commendation, than fparing of deferved Cen-
fure. He is juft to the niceft Point of Honour, and
{ets no other Bounds to Benevolence than Prudence
prefixes. Glad of Advice, he is not forward to
give it, nor conceited enough to offer it unafked, but
where it is a Charity to do fo: And when he does
give it, his Counfels are honeft, open, and" per-
fuafive, ' the Torch of Reafon, and the Flame of
Friendfhip ; his Encomiums are pathetic, emula-
tive, and infinvating, the Spur of Virtue, though
the Curb of Pride ; and his Reproofs gentle, yet
piercing, calm, but refolute;” ferious, though
{oothing 2
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foothing ; candid, and yet fo piquing, that every
Haughtinefs muft ftoop, and Obftinacy itfelf fub-
mit to Rule. . Skilled in every Science, verfed in
many Languages, and Mafter of every Elegance,
his Learning fervies not to make him arrogant, nor
his Eloquence to make him talkative. Ina Word,
fuch Judgment, Propriety, Energy, Digpnity, and
Grace, combine to dictate all he fays, and infpire
all he does, that Envy itfelf confiders him as a fir
nithed Pattern of manly Perfection ; a good Chri-
dtian, a complete Gentleman, a ufeful Friend, a
prudent Perfon, and indulgent Hufband 3 good
even where Goodnefs feems fruitlefs, and wife even
in a Choice where Wifdom. has but the left Hand
of Chance, the Election of a Wife,

Angelica, the fair, the charming, lovely Ange-
Jica, s the bleffed Object of this happy Choice. In
her Perfonis all Beauty, Softnefs, Eafe, and Deli-
cacy.. Nature, ina Strife of Grandeur, fathioned
her, to thew how far the Charms of ocular Perfec-
fion (could be carried. And then, the is good be-
yond what Fancy ean conceit:of #aman, and wife
enough to ‘copy from her Fufband fuch Accom-
plifhiments as may:be molded into female Virtues:
¥ et ther Virtue neither renders her formal nor cen-
forious 5 and her Senfe but ferves to make her ea-
fily referved, and modeftly free.  Her only Pride
is, tosenrich her Mind with fuchwfeful Knowledge
as ay complete her a perfeét Mother, Wife, and
Friend. Without the Ambition to appear learned,
{he has gained a fufficient Tincture of ithe Sciences,
to ymake herfelf an jagreeable ‘Companion to her
Flufband and all who converfe with her: Though,
awherdever fhe treats of Learning, itis in a Manner
which thews rather a Defire of receiving Informa-
tion, 'than a Confcioufnefs of being able to afford
it.  The Books fhe reads:are fuch only as can affift
her Judgment, and refine her Morals, the Choice
of
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of which fhe ever depends upon her Hufband for 2
And them fhe never fuffers to break in upon the
effential Duties of her Station; for Study is only
the Occupation of her leifure Hours, not the Bufi-
nefs of her Life. Her chief Care is, to pleafe and be
ufeful to her Lord 5 to nurfe her Children, to edu-
cate them in Virtue, and to inftill into them, by
her. Precepts and Example, an early Averfion to
Vice, Folly, Idlenefs, and Trifling., And the next
to this is the CEconomy and Government of her
Family; in which, with fenfible Subordination to
her Hufband, fhe is abfolute Miftrefs, without be~
ing imperious, frugal without Meannefs, hofpi~
table without Prodigality, and neat without Affecr
tation. She can manage her domeftic Affairs with-
out neglecting the Service of her Friends, Ever
affiduous to oblige, fhe has the Art of doing it
without making an Obligation a Burden. The
Poor, the Sick, the Imprifoned, and Diftrefled,
all look upon her as a common Mother ; and that
truly Chriftian Piety, which gives Life to all fhe
does or thinks, infpires her with Means to affift
them all, which fhe does without the leaft exterior
Oftentation or inward Vanity. Thus free from
every Vice, the is deficient in no one commendable
Quality her Sex can be capable of, but that of For-
giving Enemies ; which the cannot practife, for
want of Foes to forgive : For, refpettful to thofe
above her, courteous to her Equals, affable to her
Dependents, and beneficent to all, fhe reigns the
Objeét of juft Admiration, Refpeét, and Efteem,
in every Heart, and forces Envy itfelf to with for
her Friendfhip.

Such is Angelica, and fuch the Height of wo-
manifb Perfection, as near to that of Man, as Wo-
mens lovely Faces in a Glafs appear to zbem. All
that is wanting is the Life, the Truth, the Reality,
Still lifelefs and feeble as their Merit is, compared
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with manly Worth, how happy might' not Marn
efteem himfelf, if each Philantbropus among Man-
kind had an Augelica to match with! Bur fuch a
one is too delicate a Work for Nature to produce
A in every Century : It is like 2 Pheenix, the Prodigy
| of an Age ; and fuch a Miracle of Completenefs but
i ferves to make the reft of the.Sex more contemp- {
tible by Compatifon, as Michael, painted with the |
rebel Angels, fhews the Fiends more frightful,
Let 77omen then give up their Claim to an Equa-
lity with the M%n, and be content with the humble
Station which Heaven has allotted them, If their
! Souls are great enough to afpire to our Efteem, let
1 them learn from Augelica to be more deferving, and
lefs affuming, ~ And fince neither their Capacity of'
Head, nor their Difpofitions of Heart, can’ life
them to emulate, - Tt them apply their little Talents
at leaft to imitateus s that, pleafed with the pretty
& Mimics of ‘ourfelves, we may venture to place them
| in our' Bofoms, without Fear of cherithing a Viper
there. - Let them remember, - that Man holds his
Superiority over them by a Charter from Nature in
his very Produétion s a Charter confirmed by Hea-
vens to annul which a bare Equality of Perfection
{ with him would not fuffice, could they prove it,
And nothing can juftify their calling that Charter
in Quettion, till they are ablé'to prove even a Supes
tiority over him.

:
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W O M A N

Superior Excellence over

M A N

HEN firft I began to examin into the
/ real talents of my fex in general, it
was purely froma defire of improving
them in myfelf, to the full extent of the
i S capacity 1 might poflibly find myfelf
gifted with by heaven. And tho’ the prejudice
T had imbibed from vulgar error falfly convinced
me, that I fhould find the {phere which Women are
capable of ating in extremely narrow ; I thought
it, neverthelefs, a duty inus all to make ourfelves
perfectly acquainted with all our obligations, by a
full difcovery of the province of our abilities. In
reality I don’c yet fee how any Woman (or Man
either) can-anfwer the end of their creation in the
faithful difcharge of all they ought to do, without
firft being perfeétly apprifed of all they can do.
Upon thefe principles I began my enquiry ; and as
1 can with utmoft veracity aver, that I enter’d into
it without the leaft pride, or partialicy to my c}wn
A X

eXy




[2]
fex, fo I can with equal fafety fay, that all the pre-
judice I fet out with was in favour of the Men: Tho®
the honefty of my intentions foon help’d to unde-
ceive me. I was not long in my purfuit before I
difcover’d a much wider fairer field of female glory
to expatiate in than I expected ; and upon the niceft,
moft unpaffionate comparifon of my own fex with
the oppofit, to my great aftonithment, I found
Woman by nature form’d no lefs capable of all that
is good and great than Aan.

Once I got the better of pre-pofieffion, I was
thoroughly fenfible of the prodigious advantage
which education gives that arrogant fex over us,
and cou’d not help being provoked to fcorn and in-
dignation at the little mean artifices which moft of
them pratice to deprive us of the fame benefi :
But what incenfed me the moft was to confider the
immenfe fund of knowledge, and ufeful difcoveries,
which their groveling jealoufy has by fuch means
rob’d the world of. If two heads are better than
one; two thoufand enquiries muft in courfe be bet-
ter than one thoufand, and in all probability make
at leaft double the difcoveries. So that, if it be but
allow’d that the omen are equal in numbers to the
Men 5 we may very modeftly conclude that, at the
loweft computation, one half the profitable know-
ledge which human fpecies might by this time
have been pofleft of is irreparably loft, through the
indolence of fome Women in not exerting their
talents, and the mean tyranny of moft Men,, in put-
ting it out of their power to improve thofe talents.

The impoffibility of concealing with any honour,
fuch reflections as thefe, which fo nearly concern the}
whole human fpecies, and more particularly my own
injured fex, was the grand motive which fet me on
writing the little piece I lately communicated to the
public, under the title of WomaN ot inferior to
Man,
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Man. When T had finifh’d, examin’d and meafured
it by all the rules of unbias’d truth and retified rea-
fon, I refolved to publifh it; not from any ambition
of commencing an author, as the writer of Man fu-
perior io Woman wou’d ungeneroufly infinuate ; but
from a difinterefted defire of contributing to the
benefit of others, at the fame time that I was feek-
ing information myfelf in an affair, in which I was
not vain enough to think it impoffible for me to be
miftaken. I was not infenfible that fuch an under-
taking muft meet with fome oppofition, this how-
ever I was fully perfuaded of, that whether what I
advanced was right or wrong, I had but two forts
of adverfaries to apprehend, #ife Men and Fools:
The approbation of the Latter wow’d be an infamy
to pofiefs ; and the Former, to act like fuch, muft
either at leaft tacitly give me their approbation, or
confute me with fuch inftructive arguments as wou'd
largely over-ballance to me the mortification of
having expofed my own ignorance.

But it feems I have been grofly miftaken, and in
confequence of my miftake find myfelf unawares
attack’d from a quarter I the leaft expected oppofi-
tion from: It is one of your amphibious things
between both, which I think they calla WrT.
Every one will guefs from thefe outlines, that Iam
fpeaking of the anonymous author of the above-
mention’d T'reatife, entitled M aN fuperior to W o=
mAaN, who has taken abundance of pains to give
us under his hand that he is none of your rigid
fticklers for truth and fenfe call’d /#7ifemen, and yet,
to do him all the juftice he deferves, fufficiently
appears to be no Fool.

It muft be own’d indeed that this gentleman
wou’d have been a very formidable adverfary, had
his ftrength been equal to his courage. For my
own part, I no fooner faw his firft folemn ftrut to-
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wards the lifts than I dreaded all for my felf and Sex,
apprehended nothing lefs than deftruétion to all our
pretenfions, and was upon the point of furrender-
ing at difcretion, with a fubmiflive addrefs s you
are big be merciful. But how great was my furprife,
when T beheld at his approach the giant dwindle to
a dwarf, the Achilles to a Hettor, nay, the Heftor
to a Therfites! He has omitted nothing to fhew
himfelf a zealous champion of his own fex, and
as implacable an adverfary to ours; but then his
attacks are as void of generofity as his Zeal is wich-
out Knowledge. 'What thanks his good-will to ferve
them may deferve from the Men, 1 fhall leave to
them to determin; but I am very fure they owe
him none for the manner of exprefling it: And for
my own fex I dare anfwer, that, however incenfed
thofe few may be whom he has painted in fo odious
(and perhaps native) colours, much the major part
of us muft be indebted to him for the eminent fervice
he has effectually, tho’ undefignedly, done us in
his impotent endeavours to wound us. Had he,
like the reft of his fex, remain’d filent, all the harm
he could have done them, and all the fervice he could
have render’d us, would have been merely negative,
and amounted to no more than a tacit confirma-
tion of all 1 advanced, according to the common
received notion that Silence is a plea of confent. And
the vainer part of the Mex might have ftill triumph’d
in the trivial bravado, that their filence was the
effeét of their contempt for their adverfary. Where-
as by attempting to fupport their pretenfions, withe
out proper materials, he could not fail of corrobo-
rating ours, fince a weak defence is ever the fureft
way to make a bad caufe worfe. How exceflively
weak is the anfwer he has endeavourd ro make to
my former piece I fhall find no difficulty to make
appear ; and every one who but reads that anfwer
will
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will be able to fee that if he has not been able to
make a better, it was not for want of inclination
or genius, it muft then be for want of materials.
But where is the honefty, or generofity, inendea-
vouring to crufh innacence and equity to palliate
palpable fraud and falthood ? As where is the wit
in Jabouring to ftifle truch with fallacious witticifm,
merely to countenance bare-faced oppreffion and
tyranny ? Does he imagin all the M to be fo per-
verfe as not to be reafon’d into juftice and gene-
rofity, while they may make ufe of the mean me-
thods of fallacy and evafion? Or does he take all
the #Women for fuch eafy ideots that they are to be
coax’d out of their natural right by every fawning
fycophant, fneer’d out of it by every word-retailing
witling, or braved out of it by every wife-beating
bully? No, I hope, he is miftaken; at leaft L
would believe there are fome among that corrupted
fex capable of foaring above prejudice and paffion,
to difcern truth and honefty from fiction and fraud,
and to give juftice and reafon the right hand of
ufurpation and fallacy. And for my own part I am
refolved to fhew my adverfary, and all his fex, that
there isat leaft one #/oman capable of preferring
truth to flattery, fenfe to found, and who dares
affert her right in the face of ufurpation, tho’
harden’d by cuftom into tyranny : And if oneis fo,
why may not all, or at leaft as many of them as of
the Men, be fo too? They have underftandings
capable of proving that right which the generality
of Men want the heart to acknowledge; and they
have hearts capable of refolution enough to affert
that right againt fuch of the oppofit fex as want
the fenfe to do them juftice.

But thefe are truths I have already made fuffi-
ciently appear in my firft Effay upon this fubject s
and experience has made them fo trite that 1 ﬂ:ﬁul{{]i
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blufh to repeat them, was it not to anfwer the
much triter refletions on our fex, which my adver.
fary blufhes not to make ufe of : Tho’ frequent re-
petition has made thofe reflections fo rank, and
reafon has render’d them fo obfolete, that the little
modefty which ftill fublifts among the more fenfible
part of his fex has fhamed them out of fuch ftale
meannefies.

However the gentleman I have to oppofe is
not fo eafily put out of countenance, I find }
refolved to omit nothing which cou’d poffibly
anfwer his purpofe of decrying the Women, he
has ranfack’d all the rubbifh of antiquity, and
plunder’d all the Men of note, who have in any
ages diftinguifh’d themfelves by their mannifh fpleen
againtt us, of all the ribaldry they have fo liberally
beftow’d upon us.  But of what ufe can all this be
to raife the merit of his fex, or deprefs that of ours,
unlefs he can produce better reafons to Juftify the
repetition of their fCurrilities than they cow’d bring
to vindicate their advancing them ? To make them
of any weight, he thould have fhewn the reafon-
ablenefs of them ; for till he does, they can have
no other weight than that of voluntary affertions.
And with me, nay with every one who will be at
the pains of thinking juftly, every man, whether
ancient or modern is a Cato, and every Cato a fool,
as often as he advances more than he can prove, or
believes more than he has fufficient grounds for be-
lieving. And no affertions unback’d with reafon
can be fofficient motives of credibility to any one
in poffeflion of common-fenfe. Now I wou’d fain
afk any one of my impartial readers who has pe-
rufed the anfwer of my antagonift, what one folid
reafon, which  can juttify ‘belief, has he given
throughout that piece, for all the voluntary affer-
tions of his own, or any of the authors he has
quoted ?
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quoted? And left I thowd feem upon the catchs T
will even entreat them to perufe it a fecond time
and till they can fatisfy me, all I defire is that they
fufpend their belief of any thing they find there
merely afferted.

However the better to guard the candid part of
my judges from every furprife of fallacy, let me
beg leave to attend them in the perufal of that extra-
vagant piece, a favour which no polite man can
with any decency refufe a young lady when afk’d.

The firft method then which our author makeg
ufe of to prove the fuperiority of his fex over ours,
is to overthrow what I have fo fully proved in the
introduétion to my former Treatife, that ali their
Pretended [uperiority is only the blind effect of prejudice
built on inconfiderate cuffom.  And how does he go
about this? Why truly, to prove that cuftom not
to be groundlefs, he is reduced to the humble fhift
of pleading it’s antiquity ; as if any thing was more
ancient than prejudice and error : But it feems thac
prejudice can have no thare in this cuftom, accord-
ing to my adverfary, becaufe, forfooth, it is univer-
fal, and I am challeng’d to name any one cuftom
as univerfal, as to place and time, in which man-
kind have confefledly found themfelves in an error :
As if too Man muft needs be fo befotted an animal
that he cannot be grofly miftaken in one confider-
able point without being fo in others. And yet
upon fecond thoughts we fhall find him but too
much fo; and without attempting impoffibles may,
oblige our adverfary with many inftances in which
mankind have been univerfally in the wrong. If
we except Noab and his family, not one of all man-
kind cowd be brought to believe the poffibility,
much lefs the future fac of an univerfal deluge, till
they felt the fatal effects of their univerfal error :
Which error if it was not as univerfal in point of

2 time




84
time as that of Man’s tyranny over Woman, it was
owing to the early extirpation of the whole race of
Men who were enflaved by it. For had the divine
providence been pleafed to fufpend the threaten’d
deluge till this age, or the next; it is more than
probable that mankind wou’d have continued in
their prejudices till this very time, and wou’d now
have been as little difpofed to give into the belief of
it, asthe Antediluvians were, who were confeffedly
in the wrong. Tho’ this miftake then happen’d to
be removed by the deftruétion of all who gave into
it, it was equally univerfal while it lafted with that
by which the #7omen are rob’d of their natural right 5
and wou’d in all probability have been full as uni-
verfal in point of time, had the deluge been placed
as far forward as the general conflagration is.

‘With regard to this laft period, the errors and
prejudices of mankind are full as univerfal, as to
place and time, as that of the deluge had been if
put off to the like period ; or as the pretended fu-
periority of the Menover us. From the beginning of
the world mankind have placed  the confummation
of things at a prodigious diftance off, at this time
it is eyed from very far; and the very day before
it will happen the furviving part of human fpecies
will continue in the fame error we are in. Indeed
if we confider only the real duration of things hi-
therto 3 we cannot fay that as matters have happen’d,
the ancients err’d in thinking the end of the world
to be far off. But if we refle® that they had no
more foundation in reafon for their opinion than we
have for ours; we fhall be forced to own that the
principles they reafon’d uwpon were as much the
effeéts of vulgar error and univerfal prejudice as
ours are, or as theirs will be who fhall be living at
the time when the conflagration fhall take place.
And if there have been a few infpired perfons free
from
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from this univerfal error 3 it muft be own’d that
upon a fair average the exceptions are not more
numerous in proportion in this than in the cafe
of the Ante-diluvians, or of the tyrants who plead
univerfal prefcription to fubject us. Neverthelefs
it will be, I prefume, but a very barren com-
fort for thofe unhappy mortals who fhali live
to fee themfelves as grofly in an efror as we
perhaps may be in the very fame particular: It
will be, 1 fay, but a folitary confolation to
think on the univerfal prevalence which this pre-
judice has had over the minds of almoft all man-
kind, and in every age. When they fee them-
felves confeffedly in the wrong, and upon the
point of being abforb’d in the deftruction they
were inconfiderately accuftom’d to confider as
fomething at a greac diftance off 5 the antiquity
of their error will appear to them a very {orry
excufe for not having lived in perpetual preg
ration for it’s approach, as they, as we, and as
all mankind from the beginning of the creation
ought to havedone: C snfidering that none knew
the day or hour, much lefs the age, which the
eternal Father has kept in bis own power. And
is it not as forry an excufe which my adverfary
brings for the injuftice of his fex, in ufurping
an auchority over 7/omen which they can affign
no reafon for, to fay that it i wenerable - from
the fingle confideration of i’s antiquity ?

Indeed for want of more fubftantial arguments
to render the antiquity of this unjuft p
venerable, we are told, that it has been follow’d
by the wifeft Law-givers, and approved of by
the wife-men of all ages. Bul what is this to
the purpofe 2 Where is, or was the Man, or
Body of Men attuated by mere human wifdom,

who cowd fhew fuch a uniformity in wifdom
B as
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as not to have parted from it in many confi-
derable matters? And to prove that all the pre-
tended wife-men and law-givers whom this gen-
tleman lays fuch a mighty ftrefs upon, acted like
wife-men_in their concurring to keep Woman-kind
fubject, it will not fuffice to fay that they enter’d
into no deliberate confederacy. For in the firft
place, if they did not confult each-other; then
it is ftrongly to be prefumed that all their fteps to
that end were taken without fufficiently debating,
upon or weighing the juftice and prudence of
fuch a procedure. “And next, if they did not in
perfon combine with one-another, they may tru-
ly be faid by their example and books to have
combined with one-another in that ufurpation
which their concurring paffions agreed to pro-
mote at all times, and in all places. Befides let
it be remember’d that their law-givers and wife-
men, fo unwifely introduced to fupport a bad
caufe, were themfelves Men, and confequently
interefted in the ufurpation they are quoted to
afcertain,  What weight then can their evidence
have ‘againft the rights and liberties of Women,
which they had a prior intereft in violating ?
Showd a receiver of ftolen goods bring the evi-
dence of the felons he had them from, to prove
them his property ; fhow’d we have reafon to ad-
mit of his claim ?

T'he cafe is clear, and therefore needs nothing
moreto illuftrate it : However, for the fake of fuch
as are apt to be prejudiced in favour of the An-
cients, I fhall hereafter more fully examin what
weight cheir authority can have in the prefent
fubject, to counterpoile the reafons which Jjuttice
truth and common-fenfe eftablith to the contra-
7y, by confidering in what light their writings
againft
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againft us ought to be taken. At prefent. let
us follow my adverfary.

The pacific difpofition of #/oman-kind and the
univerfal eafe with which they fupport their fub-
jec condition he brings as a plea to authorize
the Men’s unjuft ufurpation of fuperiority over
them, and to prove that fuperiority to be the
di@ate of nature and reafon. So ungenerous is
that affuming fex! And fo dangerous is it for us
to ftoop to their weaknefs in any thing! Our
complaifance but ferves to make them more arro-
gant; our tendernefs more favage ; and every
favour we beftow upon them adds frefh fuel to
their ingratitude.

To vindicate their engroffing the advantages of
education and learning to themfelves, they muft
be able to prove that monopoly grounded on
reafon; and to warrant them to fay it is fo,
they muft be in a condition to prove that they
have never communicated among themfelves thofe
advantages but to fuch as were fufceptible of
them ; never admitted any to ftady but fuch as
had talents for them ; and never raifed to a pub-
lick charge but fuch as had a capacity for it.
in a word, they muft never have fet any one
upon any thing to which his genius, as well as
inclination, did not render him equal: Whereas
we fee nothing more common than the contrary
pradice, chance, neceffity, or avarice, engaging
the major part of the Men in the different ftates of
civil fociety. Children are put to the trades which
pleafe their friends the moft, tho’ they fuic them-
{elves leaft 5 one is hurry’d into the gown, and his
merit ftrangled with a fcarf, who wou'd have made
an incomparable becf-caters another is dubb’d a
phyfician, who might have excell’d in a Clare-mar-
ket flaughter-houfe or Oratory; 2 third is buried
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in. contempe beneath the charader of a flatef-
man, whofe native genius for making breeches for
the public [ufficiently appears from his unwearied
affiduity in pulling up his own; and had not a
fourth been made a politician what credit might he
have acquired in making ragouts, who has but
a forry hand at cooking Conventions,

Wherefore do the Men fancy that we Women
are lefs fic for fuch employs than they themfelves
are? Surely it is not nature, but mannifb injuttice,
which debars us from playing our parts. I do
not pretend to fay that all’ #omen are capable of
all employments ; neither can the Men, forward

ve the confidence to make any
tenfion.  No, all I intended in my firft
was to thew that, confidering both fexes in a
fair light, it muft be own’d that we have an
equal aptitude to fenfe and virtue with the Men,
and confequently an equal right to dignity, power
and efteem with any ‘of them. Bur fince the
Men are fo ungenerous, as to difallow us this
modeft pretenfion, and the gentleman, my an-
tagonift, is fo weak as to difpute our equality
with the Men, till we can thew a fuperiority
over them ; T think it bat a juttice due to my in-
jured fex to accept of his challenge, and to
prove, what is matter of fact, that Woman-kind
are not only by nature equal, but far fuperior to
the Men; which I fhall not only make appear
from rational theory, but even, to ftoop to my
adverfary’s method of arguing, confider in a
practical light.

Our adverfary feems to triumph mightily in
the feripeural texts he has produced to authorize
his tyrannic ufurpation of authority over us. But
furely he did not fufficiently weigh them, or he
wow'd have found how little they are to his purpofe.
Unable
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Unable to juftify their fubjecting us from any
Jaws of nature, he has recourfe to divine laws;
but happily for us thefe are as little favourable
to his purpofe as the others, which we fhall fee up-
on a fair examination. The firt law he pre-
tends to quote againft us is from the words which
GOD fpoke to Eve, in Gen. iii. Thy defire fball
be 1o thy bufband, and be [ball rule over thee, as
our Englifh tranflators have render’d this paflage 5
tho’ I think the Latin is Ef ipfe dominabitur tui,
which may be equally -tranflated, and be fhall
domincer over thee. But let the text be tranflated
which way beft pleafes my antagonift : Who does
not fee plainly from the whole chapter, that thefe
words were not utter’d by Gop in form of pre-
cept, any more than thofe to Adam, In the fweat
of thy face fbalt thou eat bread iill thou return to
the ground.  And if this had been a precept it
muft bind all Men to eat bread at the fweat of
their brows, whether rich or poor, noble or ig-
noble. - All then thefe paffages can import is the
curfe which the ArmicuTY declared our firft
parents to have entail’d on themfelves and their
pofterity, in confequence of their joint difobedience:
‘Which curfe to the Men was perpetual drudgery,
and to us Women that we fhou’d ftoop our caly
tempers to the favages our husbands, till we
raught thofe ungenerous creatures to take advan-
tage from our meeknefs to enflave domineer
and play the hectors over us.

Our adverfary feems confcious himfelf how
little this text is likely to anfwer his purpofe,
and therefore endeavours to fupport it with ano-
ther from St Paul to the Ephefians,  chap. v.
where he fays, Wives fubmit yourfelves unto your bij-
bands, as toour Lord: for the bufband is the bead of
thewife. ~ But the gentleman took care not to quo}ie

the
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the preceding verfe, wherein the fame St Pax/ di-
rects both Man and Woman to fubmit to each other
reciprocally, fubmitting yourfelves one to another
in the fear of God. Whence his meaning plainly
appears to be nothing more than that the Woman is
bound to obey the AZan, whenever his requelts are
the dictates of Reafon, or the fear of God: Which
who can be impious enough to queftion? As who
can doubt but the Man 1s equally bound to com-
ply with thofe of his wife, when flowing from
the fame facred fources ? But what fuperiority is
given here to the Men over the Women, which
the latter have not an equal right to over the
Men? If St Paul tells us in this Epiftle that
the Maw is the bead of bis wife 5 he tells us in
. Corintbians, chap. xi." that fhe is his glory, and
therefore ought the Woman to have power upon
ber Heap. Neither can what this Apofte fays,
that the M a N is uot of the Woman, but the
Woman of the Man, “without wretched trifling
be wrefted to prove any authority in the Men
over #s, mote than we have over them. For
in the very fame chapter whence thefe words
are quoted he adds, wmeither the M an without
the WoM AN, nor the Woman without the
Mav, in our Lord, For as the Woman is of
the MAN, foalfo the M an by the Woman:
but all things in Gop. So that according to
this divine writer, all the dependence which is
in the one and the other fex is mutual on both
fides, as both are equally fubje& to Gono.
And yer what I have here faid to overthrow
the pretended fuperiority of Man and Woman,
will by no means difprove the fuperiority which

we have a right to claim over them. For tho®

we neither have, nor pretend to have any fanction
from the laws of God, or nature, to found that
fuperiority
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fuperiority upon, yet as no laws of either can be
produced which difqualify us for any fuperiority
our perfonal merit can raife us to; and as ex.
perience has demonftrated that, whenever we are
poflelt of the advantages we havean equal right
to with them, we generally make a much bercer
ufe of them than they do it cannot be denied
that our perfonal difpofitions to what is good
and great are much fuperior to any they make
appear, and confequently ought to entitle us to
a much fuperior degree of dignity power and
efteem than they have any right to.

The pretty whimfical “flight of imagination,
with which ‘our adverfay diverts himfelf, con-
cerning the creation of hoth fexes, may for ought
I know fupply the place of demonftration
with the witlings of his own fex, who feldom
think ‘any thing fo convincing an argument as
prophanity. If I had lefs compaffion than I have
for the gentleman’s weaknefs; I coud laugh a-
long with him: Or if I cou’d think it lawful
to be merry with feripture fubjets; I woud
make bold to retort his joke upon himfelf, I
cou’d eafily fhew him how very forced is the
jeft he labours to divert us with,” and how much
more natural it is to conjecture that Man being
form’d a mere rough draught of that finifh’d
creature Woman, Gop fnatch’d from the lumpith
thing the few graces and perfections he found in
it, to add them to the many he defign’d to en-
rich her with. And if he did entail upon her
a rib of that ftupified mortal, it was out of pure
pity to him, that Woman bias'd by the fympa-
thetic tye might with lefs repugnance ftoop her
exalted foul to fome regard for him. I will not,
however, carry the Jjeft fo far as my adverfary
thinks proper to do.” I am not fo weak to thirllak

the
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the Creator, in order to make oman the com-
pleat being fhe is, had any need to produce that
rude fketch of her, Man: Neither do I trouble
my head whether the production of him can be
juitly deem’d a compleat creation in the ftriét
fenfe of the word or not. This [ know, there
need but five fenfes to compare them together,

to perceive that Man among the works of nature

is as much beneath the perfection of #Woman as
thofe rude half-fhapen blocks, which the firft
Egyptians ere€ted into deities, were fhort of the
beauties of thofe mafterpieces of art which the
ableft ftatuaries have fince produced. And why
heaven has been pleafed to place fo wide a dif-
ference between creatures of the fame fpecies, I
can beft anfwer by retorting the text quoted by
this gentleman, and recurring to that unfearch-
able wifdom of him who had it in his power
of the Jame lump to make one veffel to honour, and
the other to difbonour.

It is a very poor fhift then our adverfary is
reduced to, to overthrow the proof taken from
her after-production, of M a’s being rather crea-
ted for Woman’s ufe than fhe for his, What
tho’ St Paul feems to fay the direét oppofit 3
yet it is plain from his own words a very little
lower, that he was too divinely infpired to think,
Man as he was himfelf, that #oman was in any
other fenfe made for Man than to be his glory,
if he copied after her, as fhe is his thame while
he does not. It is fill true then, that the only
argument Man has for his being created fuperior
to the reft of his brother brutes, and their be-
ing created for his ufe, is that of his not being
created till they were all in readinefs for him :
And it is as true what I obferved in my former
Effay, that if this argument has any weight [l_tt
mul
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muft equally prove that the Man was made for
the Woman’s ufe and not fbe for bis. This ap-
pears fufficiently from the miferable come-off which
that gentleman is reduced to of denying the /7o-
men to be created; tho' without being able to
give any better proof than that of horfe-jeft: An
argument which, did I not fcorn to retortit, might
fufficiently fhew what wretched poor creatures they
muft be, who are glad to lay hold on any eva-
fion capable of fcreening them from the truths
their injuftice dare not face.

Our adverfary, however, is honeft enough to
own ¢ that the Women deferve fome regards from
< the public, in confideration of the part they
< have in the propagation of human nature.” But
then left thofe very generous creatures the Men
fhow’d exceed in their regards for us, he adds,
<< that there is no reafon why we fhou’d be«on-
¢ fider’d on a level with thofe of his own fex
< .whom we bring forth.” Nay, we arc all to
be vilified, and ill-treated, becaufe fome few a-
mong us are fo litcle like Women as to forfeit
their native modefty and continence. But iRl
may afk a fair queftion; upon a juft and unbias’d
computation, which of the two fexes is the moft
notorious for lewdnefs and libertinage? If there
are among our fex, as it cannot be denied but
there are, fome few wretches (tho’ too many by
all) who are as infamous as this gentleman paints
them ; are they not more the abomination
of the generality of us, than they are of the Aen 2
Are not we ourfelves the firft to condemn and
give them up? On the contrary, how few among
the Men preferibe any bounds to their luft and
brutality ! Do they not openly glory in their ini-
quity ? Where is there one among them who, if

he is not himfelf a profligate letcher, feruples to
C keep
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keep company with another Man who is fo? _Nay,
fo little arc they athamed of the vice they {o unjuftly
and bafely afcribe to us, that the Wrtrch.wh‘o
either wants fpiric, money, or parts to gratify his
libidinous appetites to their utmoft extent, is forced
to add to his real vicious practices the borrow’d
guilt of feign'd adventures, merely to recommend
himfelf to the reft of hig fex as a polite Man.
Whereas the moft notorious rakes are fo con.
vinced of the natural love which our fex in general
have to modefty and continence, that, {pite of
all the vehemence of their corrupt inclinations,
they are forced to put on the referve of decency,
to recommend themfelves to our efteem and to
fave themfelves from being fhamefully banifh’d
from our prefence. What horror, foulnefs, and
confufion, muft not the world be over-run with 3
were'not #omen in general infinitely more chafte
than the Men are !

Obferve but Fiddius, the noble, the exalted Fid-
dius: What a rampant wretch he is! What has
his youth been wafted in but an uninterruped feries
of fhame-daring purfuits? As if bofn to Ppeople
a new world with vice, and ftrip the old one of
all the virtue remaining in it, he has let no
modeft Woman he cow’d come at, efcape with her
chaltity untried; and has fufferd no proftituteyo
repent whom he could make an accomplice in
leudnefs. His own fex have 0o other way to be
admitted into his graces than that of becoming
panders to him: And no one of our’s can hope
for juftice or charity from him, without purchafing
It at the enormous price of Her honour.  Above
the of human laws he has often trampled
under foot the divine: And fpite of all the drub-
bings he has been forced to fubmit to, fo little is
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he tamed that his fafcinating looks dart a rape
on every innocent virgin he fees, no young widow
can pafs him unviolated by his wifhes, and no
wife who has a tooth in her head can be fecure
from his adulterous attempts. In a word, all the
merit of this pretty creature is fumm’d up in the
rapes, fornications, and adulteries he has commit-
ted, which if they ae fiot in reality infinite, areas
much fo in his wifhes as his puny foul can make
them. And yet fo little are the moft profticute of
harlots obliged to his luftful inclinations, that it is
neither their perfons nor qualities, but their caps
and their aprons which provoke his brutal appe-
tite s and wowd have the fame effect if tied upon
a baboon or a monkey. Nor is his luft more uni-
verfal than his induftry in it. That he may lofe
no time or opportunity which can fecond his flagi-
tious inclinations, like the unclean dzmon who
a&uates him, he has a band of under-fiends ever
out upon the fcout, and prying about in fearch of
innocent victims for him to devour.

Captain Bluff is at the head of this virtue-hunting
tribe. And none more fit for fuch an office than
fuch a wretch, whofe very features look the foul of
fin ; whofe pamper’d carcafs, fatted with mangled
innocence, riots in foul obfcenity and breathes de-
fruction to the friends of modefly. Virgins in
cradles fhrink at his approach, the baleful founds
of his uncleanly tongue make infants tremble for
their fafety, and one leud glance of his can ftare
the chaftity of fucking babes into convulfions. No
place fo facred but he dares prophane with bafe at~
tempts againft unguarded purity : No flew fo
common which he has not ranfack’d to fate the luft-
ful cormorant he ferves; and no vile method has
he left unpraticed to gratify his beaftly paflions,
which villainy could dictate or impudence fucceed
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in. Such are the wretches Fiddius loads with fa-
vours, fuch the objeéts of his inglorious profufe-
nefs; while thofe unhappy victims his leudnefs has
devoted to ruin, are left by him a prey to want
and infamy :  Witnefs the haplefs ftill pitied Glo-
71ana, who too unpra@ic’d in the bafenefs of his
fex facrificed her perfon, peace, and honour to
his unwearied artifice, And what was her fate at
lat? Why, if for a while he loaded her with all
her vanity could wifh or his fantaftic prodigality
could purchafe, how dearly did he make her pay for
itintheend! After her providing him with feveral
lovely children, afier her having fix’d her affections
and happinefs wholly in him, after her having given
up the juft pretenfions of her high extraction for
his fake, did he not, when fated with her, abandon
her helplefs and friendlefs to fhame and penury ;
and by a negle@, fo much more keen as his extra-
agance of pretended paffion had made her lefs ex.
peét it, hurry her defpairing foul to feck by hafty
fteps, an azylum from prefent mifery, in death ?

‘What horror then, I fay, what foulnefs and
confufion, muft not the world be over-run with 5
were there many Women vicious enough to match
this illuftrious leccher and his pander !

I do not pretend to palliate or protec the viciouf.
nefs of thofe fcandaloys creatures who depart from
that modefty and Ipotlefs virtue, which make an
avow’d part of the chara&eriftic of our fex, and
ought to be the ornament of both fexes.

meanto infift, that it is a5 barbaroy

averfe to their guilt and have them in deteftation,
And much Jefs ought their irregular condu to rob
the fpotlefs majority of Woman. kind of the refpeét
which s confcfredly their due, on account of the

virtuous
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virtuous and painful part they have in the com-
tinuating human pofterity.
1f among thefe there are fome few odd tempers,
are there not as many among the Men? If there
are jealous wives; are there not many;more jealous
hufbands, with much lefs appearance of reafon?
‘Are there not more profule Men than Women 2
‘And where there is one 7/oman makes her huf-
band juftly uncafy, or fpoils her children by her
management of them ; are there not hundreds of
hufbands who are induftrious in making the for-
mer wretched, and the latter ufelefs to {ociety ?
1 myfelf know feveral inftances of this kind.
Hectorinus is one: The, only wife action he ever
was guilty of in his life was that of marrying an
agreeable, virtuous, careful and fenfible wifes
which, however, he atones for every day of his life
by a thoufand means he has to make her wretched.
For the firft years of their wedlock he was as in-
duftrious to be troublefome to her, by an extrava-
gance of ill-expreft fondnefles, as he has fince
taken pains to load her with every ill ufage. The
whole ftudy of her life is to pleafe him, and the
whole pleafure of his to torment her. If he is in
a good humour ; his manner of expreffing it is by
calmly finding faule with every thing fhe does,
or her fervants have done, tho’ by his orders:
And if he is in an ill ones plates, cups, knives,
or whatever things come firft to hand, are the ve-
hicles by which he conveys his ideas to her. It is
crue indeed he will allow her a belly-full if her
back and her heart pay for it: For he forces her to
keep a tolerable table, tho’ he neither affords her
money for the purpofe nor the liberty to go upon
eruft. It is not that Hetorinus is really poor, but
the tyrant’s dear felf is fo exorbitantly expenfive to
him,  that he can illy fpare his wife money to fend
o




[22]

to market, much lefs cloaths to appear in. And
yet he can be generous at times: For notwithftand-
ing the late expence which a new fuit of black, a
mourning {word, and other grief-trappings which
the death of her father has Put him to, to ornament
his fweet perfon with, he gave his wife Cother night
in a fit of fondnefs three whole fhillings to buy her
a pair of new fhoes; and has promifed her that
when the laft gown of all fhe brought with her
from home when fhe married him is worn off her
back, he’ll buy her a frefh one of fome handfome
ftuff.  For this tranfienc fun-fhine the lady may
thank a lucky accident which jult happend to
humble him. * For fuch is the daftardly fpirit of
this narrow-foul’d wretch, that humiliation alone
can render him as meanly tracable as he is haugh-
ty, infolent, and over-bearing, wherever the leaft
fuccefs lights a link before him. In fhort genero-
fity and affection have fo Jitle Power over him,
that nothing can make him agt as becomes a Man
of goodnefs or fenfe, but what will make him afraid :
Thus he who makes fuch an infufferable tyrant to
a kind wife, wou’d make an excellent flave toa
mercilefs mafter.

Unmbrofus is not of this fort of tyrants ; this gen-
tleman loves his wife to excefs, and I dare fay is
ftrictly faithful to her, But well he may be o:
For her perfon is a mafter-piece of beauty, and
her foulis made up of virtue, fenfe, and foftnefs,
And yet if we fhou’d reafon by Ariftotle’s rule, thae
Livery one judges of others as by Seels bimfelf affetied s
we muft believe Unmbrofus to be a very Fiddius. No
men can approach this lovely creature, {peak to
her, or look at her, but he thinks her virtue totter-
ing. A kind of perpetual itching in his forehead
malkes him ever fearfu] of horns when awake: And
00 Turk or Spaniard dreams more of antlers [hﬁn
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he does. If his lady welcomes to the houfe a friend
of his own bringing; fhe has an intrigue in her
head : If the curt’fies to him at departing ; °tis an
appointment. If fhe is filent in company, there is
myftery in her filence ; if fhe talks, every word is a
double-entendre. When' by themfelves, if the fmiles 3
he fancies fhe is contriving to make a fool of him «
And if fhe looks grave, it is for want of love for him,
Her very fervants fhe fcarce dares be commonly
civil to: And fuch is the fantatic delicacy of this
extravagant admirer of his wife, that he once fell
fick of a fit of jealoufy he conceived againft a -
gure in his own tapeftry; becaufe forfooth his
wife’s admiring the beauty of the work, made him
apprehend, that if that figure had been a real man,
Jhe would have liked it preferably to bim,

Now I would fain know, if one inftance of
like extravagance was ever feen among Women.
That there are fome Women, and valuable ones
too, who are jealous of their hufbands, cannot be
denied : But then that, generally fpeaking, their jea-
loufies are too well grounded, is as much beyond
difpute. I don’c take upon me to fay that there are
no_mothers who contribute to the fpoiling their
children, by falfe tendernefs and a foolifh manner
in bringing them up: And indeed if we confider
the induftry which the Men in general take to confine
all our fex to a narrow way of thinking, it muft
appear a kind of miracle that all #omen are not
guilty of the fame fault. Yet if the AMen dared
be honeft they would find themfelves under a ne-
ceflity of confefling that, where there is one young
perfon prejudiced in mind or heart by the tender-
nefs of a mother, there are many hundreds abfo-
lutely devoted to ruin by the rafhnefs, whims,
bratality, and ill example of a hafty, fantaftical,
furly, vicious fool of a father.

Molybiitis
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Mbolybditis is one of your happy Men whofe fathers
were born before them ; a Kind of filver froth ex-
tratted from the quinteflence of city-lead; and of
the number of thofe wife creatures who think edu-
cation ufelefs to Zomen. Wherefore fortunately for
his daughters he has left them wholly to the care of
his wife, and took upon himfelf the education of
the boobies his fons, But what has been the iffue ?
‘Why the young ladies, without ever firring from
home, by the example as well as precepts of their
mother, and other ufeful helps fhe has procured
them of books and proper teachers, are become
compleat ornaments of civil fociety. Their minds
are as enrich’d with ufeful knowledge as their per-
{fons are with charms. Their hearts are as fortified
with virtue and noble fentiments, as their native
beauty is heighten’d by modefty, eafe and every
winning grace. As if the world had pafs’d in re-
view before them, they are perfect miftreffes of
whatever is worthy obfervation in other countries,
and no ftrangers to any thing proper for ladies to
know of their own. Toa rtafte for the fciences
they join fuch a happinefs in the ufe of them, whe-
ther converfing or acting, as is fufficient to excite
others to the ftudy of them.  All they do hasin it a
dignity which feems to fpeak a finifh’d education 5
tho’ accompanied with fuch a facility as if it flow’d
alone from unconftrain’d nature: And all they fay
is utter’d with fuch aneafy eloquence as violating no
rules feems above all. How unlike to thefe ladies
are the coxcombs their brothers! Their father has
{pared no expence in the bringing them up; but
has rather been profufely lavith of the money he
bas mifapplied in their education, if it can be call’d
fuch. Indeed he took care to fend them betimes
to the Univerfity, and kept them there even longer
than was neceffary for their improvement: But at

" the
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the fame time was more follicitous about the figure
they fhou’d make in their garb and equipage than
in their ftudies. And yet even in this his prodi-
gality was without judgment. Extravagant to a
height in every thing elfe he was niggardly to an
excefs in the choice of tutors for them: And while
he grudged not to wafte hundreds of pounds yearly
to promote in them the fpirit of luxury, he had not
the foul to part with one annual hundred to a gen-
tleman capable of training them up in fentiments
fuited to the external grandeur they fet out with.
Tinfel the elder, without feeing any thing of his
own country was fent on his travels into foreign
ones. A gentleman of undoubted probity and
verfed in the knowledge of men and books might
neverthelefs, by attending him abroad, have greatly
improved him 3 might have made ufeful remarks
to him, and, laying hold of every incident, taught
him to make fuch wife obfervations himfelf as
wou’d have ferved to bring him home a finifh’d gen-~
tleman. But then fuch a tutor would have required,
in gratuity for his labour, lofs of time, and the
greac truft repofed in him, fuch a falary as fhould
place him in a virtuous independence, above the
neceflity of acting meanly, and doing pitiful things
unworthy the character he appear’d in or capable
of injuring the morals of his pupil. herefore our
wifeaker very fagacioufly pitch’d upon a mean-fpi-
rited hireling to attend on Mafter for forcy pounds 2
year. This fellow without genius or experience,
accompany’d him abroad: And as he had neither
virtue nor fenfe to govern himfelf, it is not ftrange
that he fhowd want art to keep the awe over his
pupil, which is neceffary to guard young people
from the vices and follies juvenil warmth is apt
to hurry them into. It was not to be expected
that a young fellow fhou’d be under any reftraint
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to a man whom he faw giving an unbounded loofe
to his own paffions. In fa&, he ran into every
excefs of debauchery and extravagance: And the
mercenaty wretch of a governor, whofe falary
was too narrow to anfwer the extent of his liber~
tinous appetites, had no other way to render himfelf
ufeful to his pupil, than to become an accomplice
with, and a pander to, him that he might have a
fhare ar free=coft in his criminal pleafures. Balls,
plays, drinking, gaming and debauchery were all
their purfuits in every town they pafs’d” through :
Players, fots, fharpers and harlots were all their
company ; and Zinfel is at length return’d home,
with a journal of moft ignominious intrigues, to
fhew what fuccefsful apes our Englifh fools'can be,
when they undertake to copy the fopperies and
vices of foreign nations.  Screw’d up'ina pair of
Paris-ftays and an a-la-mode coat, ftrangled in a
Jolitaire, and daub’d over with point and paint,
he ftrues the very monkey in Gay’s fable, He can
lifp a litle leud Fremch, {wear in bad Ttalian 5
knows by rote who are the beft ators on the feve.
ral ftages, has a lift of the moft noted courtezans
in Eyrope, and can give you one of all 'the inns
where the beft wine and eating is to be had be-
tween this and Rome. Such are the glorious fruits
of this young fellows travels! Without this expen-
five progrefs, by the 'help and induftry of fuch
another tutor, his brothers are return’d home from
the Univerfity as compleat debauchees as himfelf,
The education their wile father has lavifh’d fo much
money to give them has anfwer’d no one end, bt to
forward them in wickednefs ; they are as ignorant
almoft as when they firft fet out, in every thing
commendable ; and much greater fops ‘than ever.
If they had any breeding or fenfe ; the former they
have loft by what lictle ftudies they apply’d to, and
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the latter they have forfeited by the ufe they have
put itto, In fhort all goes againft them, and
they againft all things: So that one would be apt
to imagin they had fpent their whole youth, the
one abroad, the reft in England, in a fociety of
favages. All they have learn’d is the mere acqui-
fition of fmugglers, which they either cannot or
dare not vend: And before they can venture into
the world, with any honour or fafety, they muft
be forced to go to fchool to their fifters for all the
qualifications requific to make them fine gentle=
men,

If we confider this; where is the mighty wifdom
thefe Men have to boaft of in the education of their
children ; and what room have they to find fault
with #omen for their manner of bringing them up
when left to their care? Inftead of undervaluing
our fex for fpoiling youth, they ought to efteem
us for the many we fave from ruin. Inftead
of contemning us for want of learning, they ought
rather to admire fuch of our fex as are poffeft of
it, or atleaft think thofe happy who are without
it. Since, on one hand, if they are thence render’d
deRicute of means to fet off their parts; on the
other hand, they are lefs in the occafions of de-
praving them, and notwithftanding that defect,
make quicker advances in virtue, wit, and grace-
ful behaviour, than any of the oppofit fex.

It is true indeed, that all our fex are not brought
up with the fame happy care: But why isit? Be-
caufe, generally fpeaking, few mothers are left at
liberty to educate even their daughters as they
pleafe. I am as much againft putting a doll into
a girl’s hands as I am for fubfticuting books in
the place of it. And, I believe, were all Women
miftrefles of their own will in this particular, they
wou'd be of my mind. But the malice of the
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Men who firft invented this pitiful artifice to con-
fine us to trifles, and now meanly turn it to
the bafett reflections on us, are too abfolute in their
ufurp’d dominion to leave a wife fo much as the
choice of the toys to divert her daughters with,
much lefs the means for their inftruétion. And
for the boys, they are fo much out of their mo-
ther’s jurifdiction from their infancy that it is much
if they are not taught to fhew her contempt inftead
of refpect, as foon as they are capable of exprefling,
either. Before little matter is well breech'd, he
is taught to lord it over his fiters; before he
can well know what an eftate is, he is made fen-
fible of being heir to one; and all the relation he
is taught to confider his fifters in, is, that he is to
have the payment of their fortunes at his own mer-
¢y, if his parents thould die before they are of
age. Nay, it is a hundred to one ‘i he is not in-
form'd too, that when his father dies, his very
mother will be in fome meafure dependent upon
his honefty and good-nature for the punétual pay-
ment of her jointure, What great power then can
the example or precepts of a mother have over a fon
thus tutor’d ; even when fhe is allow’d the liberty of
reproving ? ‘Tho’ how much oftner is fhe fnub’d be-
fore his face for finding fault with his unluckineffes ?
Let the Men therefore blame themfelves for all the
cxtravagancies which the minds of their children
are fill’'d with from their earlieft infancy:  Since
the cafe wou'd be quite different was their educa-
tion left to Women. For it cannot be doubted
but that thofe mothers to whom it coft fo much an-~
guith to bring them into the world, and fo much
care and fatigue to preferve them in it, wou’d be
in general as anxious for the good of their minds
as they are tender of their perfons, and as follici-
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fous to fupply them with virtuous fentiments, as to'
nourifh them with their milk.

But what honeft conceflion have we reafon to hope
for from that ungenerous fex, when their barba-
rity can, contrary to all evidence, difpute our good=
will even in this? If there are fome #Zomen {o ex-
tremely weaken’d by their child-bed pains as to
require a refpit from fuckling cheir infants 5 is not
the fuffering they endure exquific enough to de-
ferve the pity rather than infults of our adverfary,
if he had a grain of humanity in him? And even
where this is the cafe, is it not with utmotft re-
lu@ance they fubmit to it, and often merely to
comply with the refiftlefs inftances of a hufband 2
Where then is the crime for a healthy young crea-
ture, who has milk enough for two children, to
take another to her breaft, for the fake of gaining
neceffaries to fupport an innocent babe which the
fotcifh brute of a father would fuffer to go naked ?
Nothing furely but an extremity of favage heartlefs-
nefs could induce this gentleman to argue as he
does.  But it is no wonder he fhould rail fo un-
mercifully at us, when he dares accufe nature it-
(eIf of a crime. For furely nature muft be to
blame o furnith #Zomen with milk merely to fuckle
their infants, if that milk ferved only to render
them ftupid and fickly. If thofe children who are
brought up by hand are wifer ftronger and bet-
ter form’d than thofe who fuck at all; then na-
ture has been bountiful in vain, nay mifchevous
in her bounty. And if all the Men who fuck im-
bibed a tincture of the follies, paflions, and imbe-~
cilities of the #omen who fuckle them, how muft
the Men come by the ftrength they make fuch a
buftle with? Fave not the ftrongeft of them all been
fuckled by their nurfes, excepting here and there
an accidental cafe? Or will they rather chufe to
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pafs for puny poor things and fools than not have
the pitiful fatisfaction to lay their follies and imbe.
cilities upon us? et our adverfary then be ag
fevere as he can, till he and his fex are able to
prove what they want not the courage to affert,
nothing can reduce them lower than the place they
at prefent deferve in our love and eftectn but an-
nihilation : Which the fcorn, they will, I hope, be
henceforth treated with by all unmarried 77s.
7e¢n, - may make them the more eagerly covet, the
longer purfuing vengeance preferves them to be
their own worft punithment, ¢ But I chufe, in
<< the gentlemar’s own terms, to drop a fubject
“ fo much the more difagreeable, as we are daily
<¢ made fenfible of the truth of it ;” ‘and proceed
to examin how our antagonift difproves our inte-

leflual capacity to be equal with that of the Men.
Our author, indeed, fets out with acknowledg-
ing that ¢ we fhew a fuperior genius to the Men’s,
<¢ in the bufinefs of drefs; in the ceconomy of a
¢ tea-table ; in the management of intrigues ; in
< the conduét of a game at RQuadrille, and in
“ plans of pleafure, pride, and luxury.” Indeed,
with regard to drefs, the Women have fufficiently
thewn their prudence and tkill, in laying hold of
‘this little advantage in their favour, For obferving
the ficklenefs of the male creatures they had to
deal with, and finding that external ornaments
added to their native charms, and render’d their
condition more fupportable by making them ap-
pear more lovely and dear to the Men, they have
neglected nothing which cou’d furnifh them with
new beauty and graces of body in the eyes of
thofe headlefs heartlefs wretches, who want the
fenfe to fet a juft value on their inward worth,
But this inftead of being mention’d as a reproach
0 Women ought to be confider’d as a matter of
panegyric.
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panegyric. And our adverfary inftead of reviling
and under-rating us for fo doing, ought to ac-
knowledge it as a proof of our fuperior fenfe,
Since if we are capable of improving to fo furpri-
fing a degree every the leaft advantage they have
the honefty 'to allow us; how infinitly thow’d we
not furpafsithem, had we the free accefs to all the
advantages we have a right to in common with
them? ;

And furely if the Men are fo ftupid asnot to
have genius enough to manage the trivial affair of
a tea-board with a dexterity equal to oxrs, can their
parts be equal to ours in any thing? Nothing but
a fpirit of cruelty can make the gentleman give us
any preference in the management of intrigues, if
by intrigues he means the contrivance ‘of lawlefs
purfuits 5 in this there are very few Women who
take either pride or pleafure: And the few who
do are no lefs our averfion in general than they are
made a reproach to us all. It is too glaringly
known to need any proofs, which of the two fexes
is the moft faithful to the marriage-vow, and by
fhewing the moft conftancy in bearing with oppo-
fit treatment, make appear the greater fhare of
wifdom and virtue, But perhaps this writer means
by intrigues, - the art and induftry the #/omen often
exert in extricating their witlefs daftardly hufbands
from many difficulties their folly and vice involve
them in, and to free themfelves from which they
are forced to have recourfe to that #emanly capa-
city they fo much affe& to defpife. And is he fo
blind as not to perceive that, by acknowledging
the Men to be'inferior in judgment to us, with re-
gard to private life, he fufficiently thews how
much fuperior our talents are to theirs for the ma-
nagement of public affairs? The fuperiority of
genius he allows us at Quadrille is no lefs to the
2 difadvantage
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difadvantage of his fex. There are many fciences
which require lefs time and pains to become per-
feétly acquainted with than that, and fome other
games at cards. How much more then may not the
Women furpafs the Men in thofe, when they avow-
edly tranfcend them in thefe? I will forbear, in
pity to my adverfary, ungenerous as he is, to
make any obfervations on the afcendent he gives
us over his own fex in the plans of pleafure, pride,
and luxury. Since if the Men are fuch intelerable
dunces in their favourite purfuits, as to allow them-
{elves inferior to fuch of our fex as tread the fame
paths in complaifance to them; how little right
mutft they not have even to an equal capacity with
us in all that is great and good, which is as much
againt the grain to them as it is natural to us!

Our witty gentleman feems mightily pleafed with
the invectives he heaps upon the malkin of his own
{ex, he has fo miferably metamorphofed into a 775~
man, by fpoiling the excellent original piece of one
of the beft authors his fex has to boaft of. But let
him refleét that his calling it a #oman, and cover-
ing it with a coif, will not hide the impudent empty
phiz of it’s true owner. Indeed the great pains
he has taken to ornament this picture thew his
genius for making fools-caps: Wherefore I have
too much kindnefs for the en not to advife them
to beware how they try any one of them on, for
fear it thou’d fit.

If my adverfary has fuch a paper-fkull that he
cannot diftinguifh between thinnefs and fubtility,
minutenefs and delicacy, let me inform him that
true delicacy confifts in polifh’d folidity join’d
with accurate proportion 5 in which as the organs
of Woman have the undoubted advantage over
thofe of Men, it cannot without a mixture of
weaknefs and obftinacy be denied that our organs
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are’ more adapted to the fun@ions of the mind,
and our intelleéts confequently more elevated and
lafting than theirs. My antagonift, indeed, doubts
of their being equally,. and fays, ¢ perhaps they
<< are lefs fo.” But till he fupports his perhaps
by fome appearance of reafon, none but perfons
as weak and prejudiced as himfelf can be bias’d by
what he fays. For to argue in his own way, fec
him anfwer me one civil queftion. “What induces
him to think the Men endow’d with more folid
lafting fenfe than the Women ? Becaufe their bodies
are more hardy robuft and bulky than ours are ?
Idle reafoning | The clumfy ftrength of their awk-
ward outfides is rather an argument of inward grof-
fierty, and a proof of no other perfection in their
organization than that of weight, which we do not
difpute them. But to imagin that a Man’s {kull
muft needs be fill’'d with lafting fenfe, becaufe it is
ftrong, wou’d be as abfurd as to have thought that
the mountains of ice which were lately upon the
Thames mult needs be durable becaufe they were
thick: When ler but truth and fun-fhine break
forth, either error will appear to grofs for any,
but a Man, to give into.

What beaft of burthen can vie with Morio for
mufcular ftrength? What infeét has a more trifling
head or puny heart? To reafon by our adverfary’s
rule, we muft believe him poflefs’d of refolution
enough to conquer a world, and wifdom enough
to rule one, while at the fame time every word he
fays betrays the fot, and every thing he does points
out the coward. He has nothing in common with
Men of any wic or fenfe but their misfortune, the
defe@ of memory, which providence mark’d him
with, to guard us from his lying tongue. His
gravity and mirth are both in extremes, and never
adapted to time or place. The one renders him
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either filently fulky or foarlingly wafpith: And
the other makes him noify, impertinent, abufive,
or immodeft. His itch of appearing fprightly in
fpite of his ftars ‘makes him exceflively talkarive’s
tho’ che beft of his converfation is but a dull
repetition of other people’s wit, which, however
genuine in itfelf, comes from him like ftale fecond
hand coffee, without relifh or fpirit. In cracking ever
fo witty a joke he is always fure to drop the kernel ;
and whenever he attempts to repeat a_humorous
Jeft, he puts me in mind of a ftupid fellow of a
water-man I once faw, who, after taking abun-
dance of pains to draw his boat to fhore that he
might get into it, leap’d over it into the Thames,
fn drefs, asin converfation, he is entirely directed
by the rules of abfurdity in every particular but one,
that is, if T may be indulged a mannifh piece of wit,
the covering his enormous noddle with a Tete-de-
mouton. * The wifeft action he ever did, was that of
fubfcribing himfelf a minor for life, afrer having
ipent in lefs than two years an immenfe fum of
ready money he was worth when at age, befides
encumbring his eftate, which is of fome thoufands
per annum. The next to this was his being able
to account for the going of fo much money, all

but the trifling fum of about thirty thoufand
pounds : Which was no very foolifh thing in him,
confidering that players, panders, fidlers, and
gamefters, who had the greateft benefit from his
profufenefs, feldom keep a cafh-book, However,

if you cannot admire his wifdom, you may, at
Ieaft, his fortitude. He has given ten guineas ag

a time (o a ftouter Man than himfelf, to ftand a

horfe-whipping from him ; and has nobly gone a-

begging ‘to his own gate, in the guife of a ftrol-

it ler,

* Sheep’s head. A name given to the little perukes wom by
fome ladies, who are forced to cut off their own hair,
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ler, with fucha generousanxiety to be horfe-whipt
himfelf, that any fervants, who were abfent enough
to know him for their mafter, were as fure to lofe
their place, as they were fure to be the moft amply
rewarded who abufed him the moft, and fhew’d the
leaft difpofition to miftake him for a gentleman.
Such is his induftry to laugh, and be laugh’d at.
And yet fo ftrange a fool is he in every circum-
ftance, that nothing he fays or does can provoke us
to be merry or fad.  His words and actions are as
much beneath the digity of a jeft, as his perfon is
below that of loveor hatred. So that tall and lufty
as Morio is, all his bulk and ftrength are good for,
is, to fhew the folly and malice of fortune, in
loading him with exorbitant riches, merely to rob
the town of a notable porter.

But, as my adverfary juftly obferves, one black
feather makes no crow s and the chara&er of Mo-
rio would be no reproach to his fex in general, if
the generality of them were not guilty of as great
follies. And if his rule will always hold good,
that peoples genius is to be guefs’d at by their
company ; what a motley fet of changlings will
not the major part of Men appear? what are their
favourite companies made up of, but pipers, altors,
jockies, fox-hunters, and gamefters, at beft, and
often of proftitutes, fots, and debauchees ? What
are their places of rendezvous but bear-gardens,
cock-pits, gaming-tables, taverns; and ftews 2
And what arc their darling topics of converfation
but racing, {porting, gaming, drinking, and riot ?
How often are qur ears ftun’d by them with this
kind of impertinencies ! Not the averfion they
know we have for fuch empty nonfenfe can hin-
der them from perpetually entertaining us with it.

Will all the contempt we fhew for mifs Prela=
tino make him lefs bufy to buzz his empty non-

B2 fenfe
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fnfe in our unattentive ears? I we are filent ; he’ll
alk us impertinent queftions : If we return no an-
iwer, he will coin one for us; and with a fimper-
ing filly face quote us for the authors of the gof-
fip’s tale he whifpers to the next lady he vifits.
He can extract her ladyfhip’s meaning from the
drefs fhe has on; can guefs who and who are to
be married, by the necklace of one, and the golden-
headed cane of another ; and can tell who and who
are at odds, by the quantity of fnuff mifs Such-g-
one took laft nighe at the play, the number of
flirts her grace gave her fan, in the drawing-room,
and the many times lady Betty and mifs Fanny
rodded their heads, whifper’d together, and look’d,
the lord knows how, upon the honourable Mrs
Somebody, No undertaker has earlier informations
of deaths, no milliner has fpeedier intelligence of
the birth of a new mode, and no wholefale haber-
dather of fmall news has quicker accounts of town-
chac, than he has, nor is half fo induftrious in
vending his ftock.  How then fhall we avoid this
inundation of froth, which is ever at our heels ?
To affront him we are too well bred 5 to laugh at
him we have too much pity ; and to look grave,
as Mr. Pope happily exprefles it, exceeds all power
of face. As therefore it is paft his fkill to be filent,
and paft our’sto be attentive, what have we to do
with fucha filly creature, bu either in complaifance
to him, to laugh, look filly with him, and let
him runon; or, in compaffion to ourfelves, to
wedge him to a Quadrille-table, where we may, at
lefs coft to our patience, lofe our money to him
ad pay it, or win his and not take it ? But muft
we therefore be accountable for his follies, or be
thought fools ourfelves, becaufe he is a fop we
can get rid of ? 1If he will prim up his mouth
to mimic us; if he will put on our fofter manners ;

if
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if he will drefs as much like a lady as parliament’
will permit him; have we any legiflative power to
check him? No, all we can do 1s to contemn and
divert ourfelves with him, and all fuch fools as
want the manhood to keep up to the dignity of
their own fex, and grace to copy the better quali-
ties of ours: Their incapacity of reaching which
is plain to be feen in that vanity which makes
them fo affiduous in pilfering, however unfuccefs-
fully, our moft trivial talents.

So if lord Thimble prefers our company to the
Mens, let them blame themfelves for it, but not
fall out with vs. It is neither likenefs nor fympa-
thy makes him take refuge among us. He has no
more of the Woman in him than he has of the
Man : Buta kind of fpecies in himfelf of no one
fex, he has juft fenfe enough to diftinguifh which
of the two fexes have the moft temper and maf~
tery over their paffions to bear with him. And
would it not be quite barbarous, as well as unpo-
lite, not to bear with a poor good-natured inoffen-
five thing, and a lord too? Efpecially fince he is
not without his ufes, But for him, we fhould per=
haps never have thought of the advantages of a
working affembly. Befides how convenient s it,
as well as pretty, to have a nobleman, who under-
ftands the bufinefs of a tea-board, to take that
trouble off our hands, while we mind our knitting!
If we read a play to him, he knots a petticoat for
us: And if we fhew him fome degree of conde-
feendence, he pays us no lefsa degree of gratitude.
Belides the perfection to which heis ftudying to
bring the fcience of needle-work, for our improve-
ment, he is drawing up a bill to bring into the houfe,
to oblige all the ficting members to knot for their
wives, while the reft are {peaking : ‘Which, if it
fhould pafs, will contribute no lefs to the eafe of
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our fingers than the ornament of our toilets. How-
ever, little as he is obliged to the Men, to render
this extraordinary genius as bencficial to that fex
as to our own, as foon as ever he has finifh’d the
weighty bufinefs he is about, 1 defign, as I am a
fort of favorite with him, to fit him upon writing
a_Treatife on the Agrr of Fencine with a
NEEDLE.  As he is quite mafter of the fubje@ 5
I make no doubt but tie piece will meet with uni-
verfal approbation, and fave a great,deal of harm-
lefs blood, fhou’d our war with the Spaniards be
purfied for any time with the fame warmth it is
now carried on with, So induftrious are Women
to extract public benefit from the otherwife moft
ufelefs fops they are forced to admit into their
company. Inftead then of being reproach’d with
their follies, we are rather entitled to the thanks
of the public in general : Efpecially fince it is not
from any pleafure we take in the converfation of
fuch empty creatures, bur from the neceflity which
the general infipidnefs of the Men reduces us to,
of converfing with coxcombs, fots, or knaves, if
we converfe with any of the fex,

Our adverfary then had litcle room to triumph
over us, for keeping fools company, or to attri-
bute to any liking of ours what is the mere effect
of our good-nature and pity. However, if he
will have it that none but birds of a feather affo-
ciate, and that we are fools, becaufe we keep com-
pany with fuch, what will he make of the generali-
ty of Men, among whom almoft all of any worth
or note have been fignal for their courting our con-
verfation? He is pleafd to warn us, thar < jg
¢ will be to little purpofe for me to quote him
¢ the illuftrious names of the wits of all ages, who
¢ have admired the Waomen,” and been done juftice
by them. Bue furely it will not be to as little pur-
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pofe to quote them to all other Men, wunlefs all
are as void of candour and folidity as himfeif :
Which I am far from believing. My adverfary
is certainly out, in faying ‘¢ the polite, the witty
¢ Anacreon met with nothing but contempt from
¢ our fex”” On the contrary, he was honour’d
with the regards of the greateft ladies at Samos,
and all he complains of is the univerfal virtue he
found among them, which obftructed his vicious
gallantry. The charges of Theocritus are of the
fame kind 5 and if Ovid and Horace have rail’d ac
fome Women for their infidelity to them, their own
writings prove them to have fet the example; both
admire the good, as much as they befpatter the
bad; and the latter allows excellencies in ma-
ny, and fings Palinodia to one whom he had wrong-
fully afperfed. And why may he not as well be
believed, when he does juftice to injured merit
and innocence, as when he abufes fome for their
being as wanton as himfelf, and infults others for
being too old for his debauch’d tafte to be faichful
to any longer? Or rather why fhould he be be-
lieved in what he fays againft any of our fex, who
has fubfcribed himfelf, . upon record, the bafe ca-
lumniator of one virtuous #oman ? Can it be fup-
pofed that Horace, who had fuch a luft of fame,
would have fubferib’d to a lye, to record himfelf
to pofterity an infamous forger of flander ?

Our adverfary might have fpared himfelf the
great pains he has taken to invent a diftribution of”
time for us; which is too fenfelefs to fill the life
of many Women. ‘That modefty, which keeps us
from prying into the indecencies of the Men, fuf-
fers me not to oblige him with a return. But
wou'd this prying gentleman look into the purfuits
which fill up their days and wecks, what a circleF
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of vice and folly might he not difcover! And what
abundance of mif-placed invectives might he not
excufe himfef from !

Thofe inve&ives, indeed, have as' little real
force to diminith the fuperior merit of my fex,
as his compliment to myfelf have power to af-
fe& me with vanity. Mean as the notion he en-
tertains of Women is, I am Woman enough to pre-
fer his falfe cenfure to his infidious praife.

The whole artill’ry of the terms of war,

And (all thofe plagues in one) the bawling bar =
Thefe I cow’d bear 5 but not a Thing fo civil,
Whofe tongue will complement you to the devil,

With royal favourites in flatt’ry vie.

And Oldmixon and Burnet both out-lie.

He [pies meout: But tell me, gracious God!
What fin of mine cou’d merit fuch a nod?
That all the fhot of dulnefs now muft be
From this bis blunderbufs difcharged on me?

Porr’s Dr Donne.

Let our adverfary and his fex then referve
their compliments for fuch unhappy creatures as
are reduced to the infamous neceffity of wanting
them ; and be affured, that if all Women are of my
mind, all their flactery to us will meet with a due
feorn, till they fhew fome honefty in reftoring us
to the power dignity and efteem, we have a natural,
equal, nay, fuperior right to. In the mean time
let us fee what arguments our author ufes in
his attempts to difprove that right.

What I have before faid will fuffice to thew
how little fuccour our antagonift can expeét from
any of the texts of feripture hitherto quoted by
him: Anda very few words more will {erve to con=
vince the honeft part of his fex, how lictle realbnhhc
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has to expect favour from any part of it. The
whole facred feriptures are full of encomiums on
our fex : and afford many inftances of #Women go-
verning nations, and greatly governing them, Da-
wid, a Man according to G op’s own heart, is well
known to have been a conftant admirer of the /#o-
men to his death: Nor can it be faid his ftudy of
them was not fufficiently extenfive to know them
thoroughly. Solomon his fon, wife as he was with
infpired knowledge, thought it no ftooping of his
wildom to have the greateft regard tor Women.
And even Ecclefiafticus, whorn my adverfary has
the courage to quote, is full of fublime praifes of
Woman-kind. Nay, in the very paflage this gen-
tleman hints at, he fays, Haft thou a wife after thy
mind ? Forfake her not = but give not thyfelf over 10 @
light woman. Al then which this writer fays a-
gainft bad Women hinders him not from doing
Juftice to the good, or owning that there are good
Women s nay, and wife ones too. For in the very fame
chapter he pofitively fays, Forego not & WisE and
COOD WOMAN, for ber graceis above gold. "W hat
then could infatuate this enemy to our fex to fend
us to a paffage fo much in our favour? The texc
of Micab is level’d no more at Women than Men 5
but at the general corruption of the Fews of his
time, which was fuch, that the father was not fafe
with his fon, the mother with her daughter, nor
the friend with his friend 5 and the prophet fub-
joins that a Man’s eneries are the MEN of bis own
houfe. But how does this affect #oman more than
Man? Or what advantage can our adverfary hope
to draw from feripture, till he finds fomething
more to the purpofe ?

The Men lay a mighty ftrefs on the laws concern~
ing Women 5 and becaufe, hood-wink’d by cuftom,
they blindly conceit that they are infallible decrees
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which fecure to every one their right, they as
foolifhly conclude that nature had 2 hand in the
framing thofe laws which exclude us from power
dignities and public offices. But how ftrangely
fhould I puzzle them was1 to prefs them hard upon
this article, and oblige them to explain, in 2 man-
ner to be underftood, what they mean by nature
in this cafe, and how it impower’d the Mer to
make fuch laws without confulting the Women !
The law-givers were Men themfelves 5 and there-
fore no wonder they fhould favour their own fex.
Had the Women been in their place, they might
poflibly have done the fame: Tho® their natural
propenfity to juftice and gencrofity renders it high-
ly improbable. But does the advantage the Men
have laid hold of juftify their ufurpation? No:
They themfelves acknowledge dependence and
fervitude to be contrary to the defign of nature,
which made all Mankind equal. Dependence in
itfelf is a mere civil reftraine introduced by chance
force or cuftom, and ought rationally to affect
none but children, and that only till an age when
they are capable of governing themfelves, ~And if
they lay afide for a minute the laws of their own
making, they’ll find it a difficult tafk to prove why
a Woman fhowd obey her bufband any more than
ke bis wife. The Woman has, generally fpeaking,
at leaft as much and often more wit and difcretion
than the Man; and if fhe ought to obey him when
what he fpeaks is reafonable ; there js no folid rea-
fon can be aflign’d why he fhould not obey her
when what fhe fays is fo: Unlefs my adverfary
pleafes to recur to the old plea, the law of the
ftronger,

Next to the authors of Lioly Writ, 1 have the
profoundeft veneration for thofe pious Divines and
Lathersy who have taken fo much pains to illuftrate
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it with their learned comments. Yet I do not
think miyfelf obliged to believe all they fay with
the fame implicit faith as I do the fcriptures, efpe-
cially where I fee them carried away by popular
prejudice to favour a caufe themfelves are parties
in, and without being able to affign a reafon for
what they advance. It no ways concerns Chriftian
faith, whether Wosmen are qualified to govern or
not: And therefore it wou'd be no great wonder
that any of thofe reverend writers thouwd err in
their opinion concerning it : Since all their infpira-
tion related only to matters of faith. And yet the paf-
fages which our adverfary has been at the drudgery
to quote upon us, out of their works, are far from
being fo difadvantageous to us, as he would have
his readers believe; of which he himfelf feems
confcious, by his having recourfe to the mean arti-
fice of unfairly tranflating them.

St Auguftin does not fo much as infinuate in the
text quoted by our author, that the Women are un-
fit to govern, to teach, or to teftify : But only
argues from the laws in force againtt their teaching
or giving evidence, that much more may they be
fuppofed to be forbidden by thofe to exercife any
government: His exprels words are, 4 Woman
cannot exercife the office of teaching, appear as an
evidence, nor even declare ber opinion, bow much lefs
then can fbe give laws to an empire. *Tis one thing
to fay that #Women are difqualified from power and
public offices by laws, another to fay they are na.
turally unfit for them. Now this Father does not
fo much as hint the latter ; and tho’ he does tell us
what the Women are reduced to by the laws of
ufurpation, he does not take upon him to juftify
thofe laws. Indeed in the fecond paffage he feems
to infinuate fomething like it. But when he fays,
that ¢ natural order among mankind requires that
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‘¢ the Women thould ferve the Men,” upon what
does he build his affertion but the vulgar prejudice
then in vogue, that the Men were the greater of
the two fexes, which, without troubling himfelf
to examin into it, he leaves as he found it: It not
being fo much his office as a divine to new mould
the laws of the ftate, as to exhort Chriftians to
conform to their duty, according to the circum-
ftances which thofe laws fubjeted them to while
unrepeal’d. What St Ambrofe fays, in the place
quoted by my adverfary, is undoubtedly fufficient
to juftify the divine equity in punithing #Zoman for
her difobedience, by fuffering her to become fub-
jeét to the unjult vfurpation of Man, whom fhe
had made an accomplice in her crime: And this is
all that Father propofes. For he neither proves,
nor attempts to prove that ufurpation lawful in the
Man. And if one Woman muft be own’d, in the
fingle circumftance juft mention’d, to have great-
ly injured the whole rational fpecies, let it be alfo
remember’d that another Woman has as greatly re-
pair’d the injury done, by bringing a Saviour to
the world, "

All the invectives he has pick’d out from the
Poets and Orators, will have as little weight with
any, even of his own fex, who are dii’po[fd to be
rational.  The great end of thefe kinds of writers
is to pleafe and perfuade; and every one knows
that with the generality of Men probability and
zppearance of truth ferve the fame turns as well as
truth itfelf could. No wonder therefore that
fuch gentlemen fhould have recourfe chiefly to exag-
gerations and hyperboles, as they are moft likely
to metamorphofe good into evil, and evil into
good, at their pleafure.  One common trick with
them is to attribute the properties of 2 part to the
whole, a weaknefs not difcernible to the fuperficiat
parg
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“part of readers for the ornaments of eloquence it
is dreft in. Thus is it fofficient for them to have
known fome few #omen guilty of any one fault to
attribute it to the whole fex: And as there are
no Women, any more than Men, but what have
fome few defects, and there are no defects but
what fome few Women are tainted with; hence
they very artfully, tho’ bafely, charge all Women
with all defefts. And the pretty {mooth jingle
of words they wrap their accufations in contribute
not a little to.gain them credic with the vulgar.
Whereas let but their picces be fiript of the gaudy
trappings of rhetoric which furround it, let the
metaphors, quaint fayings, defcriptions, fimilies,
antithefes, and other flowers of eloquence, be fifted
from them 3 in a word, let them be divefted of all
thofe glittering embellithments of fpeech, which
are apt to dazzle the feeble eyes of the unfkilful
many, and how exceflively empty of truth and
argument will they not appear! How full of falfe
reafoning and paffion! And how ftufi’d with pre-
judice and calumpy !

How weak then is our adverfary, to infift fo
much upon the opinion' of Poess and Orators! 1If
Euripides, by the fnarling invectives he loads us with
in his writings, gain’d the character of a Woman-
bater 5 his life and conduét were fufficient to clear
him of that imputation: The fame may be
faid of poor Pittacus, and for Tibullus we know
that if he was faid to be jilted by his miftrefs, he
gave o little credit himfelf to the report, that he
himfelf begs it may be fifled. However let them
laugh who win : If virtuous #omen have had the
pleafure of triumphing over the deceitful attempts
of thefe peevith wits, thefe wits ought at leaft to
be indulged the liberty of railing. Indeed Menander
deferyes a better treatment, for if he has been
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fevere againft fome bad Women, it was no more
than they deferv’d, as appears from the readinefs
he fhews to do juftice to the vircuous many, in
the encomiums he beftows on them, He calls a
virtuous WoMAN the flay of Man’s life, and
fo far is he from confidering her as unequal to the
hufband, that he feruples not to fay fbe is the belm
(or PivLor) of ber family, 1t is beautiful, cries
MEeNaNDER, #0 obferve the beauty which appears
in the condui? of Woman, Nay, in another place,
he fticks not to add that Woman is the faireft
plant in life, So litle is Menander of the opinion
of my adverfary, who quotes him againft us with
as little reafon as he does Plantys, For tho’ this
Poct is pleafed, in the paflage quoted, to be a little
witty at our expence, to humour the prejudice of
of his fex; yet he elfewhere fhews himfelf of a
very different fentiment, by putting into the mouth
of one of his perfonages the following words ;

¢¢ Introth the laws are cruel with regard to Woman,
¢ *Tis bafe in them to make her life a mifery :
¢ And much more bafe to make ber’s fo than Man’s,

Again to fhew how much our fex has the ftart of
Men in virtue and conjugal fidelity, he makes a
contraft between the married of both fexes,

¢¢ The wife thinks only on her own good man,
¢ But every hufband €VEry woman craves,

And laftly to ftop his own fex’s mouths entirely,
he brings them a kind of argumentum ad bominem.
< More widows, /ays be, " are to be found than
¢ widowers.” If this was true in Plautus’s days,
how much more fo is it in ours! For one Waoman
who ventures her happinefs in a fecond marriage :
How
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How many Men think it no hazard at all to en«
gage in wedlock a fecond, nay a third time! And
how fhould this be true, if it were not true that
the Men find greater choice of virtuous and good
qualities among the /Vomen, than thefe do among
the Men?

If my adverfary will excufe me for leaving him
awhile, I will bring an inftance or two to confirm
the obfervation of Plautus. Pulchrina and Cornclia
were both left widows in the prime of life. And
yet neicher the one nor the other have, in twenty
years time, found one of all the oppofit fex worthy
their acceptance: Tho’ it has not been for
want of a number of fuitors ; nor for want of as
much artifice and courage in the latter, as
there appear’d virtue, fenfe, and beauty in the
~ former. But Pulchrina’s firft luck was too bad not
to deter her from trufting her children’s happinefs
and- her own peace to the mercy of a fecond ty-
rant. And tho’ Cornelia had one of the higheft
tickets in the marriage lottery, it is plain the
thought that more than her fhare, by her never
venturing again to put into a bubble where there
are fo many blanks to one prize; nay, where the
beft chance is but a kind of blank. For as the
polite lord Lan/downe fays of his fex, and what a
Man fays muft be true,

The beft moft perfeli
Are [o alloy'd, the good fo mix’d with bad,
Like counterfeited coin of mingled metal,
The noble part’s not current for the bafe.

Not fo the #Women, they are a kind of genuin
fpecies, with little or no alloy, but what ferves to
make their virtues more truly and generally fer-

viceable,
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viceable. Elfe why thow’d the Men be fo covetous
of them as they for the moft part fhew theri-
felves?

Did not Hoar-frofi’s experience of two wives en-
courage him, even in his old age, to marry a
third? If he had not been practically convinced
that there is a felicity in life which none but #Zomen
can give, and no Man can mifs, who is once bleft
with a Woman s if his knowledge of Woman-kind
had not been enough to fecure happinefs to him
in any Waman he could pitch upon; would he
have fubjected a child he loved, and who was
capable of being miftrefs of his family, to the
novercal authority of het dirty maid? Buc the
graces which glared through the flime on her face,
and the extravagant merit of her homely attire,
appear’d a fufficient argument to the widower that
any wife is better than none. No wonder there-
fore that he fhou’d be in a hurry to make a third
match for himfelf before he made one for his
daughter ; fince probably he might never have
lived to enjoy the blefling of another wife, fhould
he have refolved to wait till he could match his
daughter with a Man who really deferves her.

It is the fame way of thinking that makes Redi-
wivo put on, at the decline of life, all the fopperies
of a young fellow. It is now, indeed, upwards
of three months he has burried an excellent wife,
and he is ftill a widower. But if he did not try to
mend his hand in a fecond, even before the was
laid in the ground ; it muft not be imputed to
any diflike he entertain’d of our fex, For tho’
during her life time no Man was more fatirically
arch upon fecond adventurers than himfelf, his
conduct fince her death fufficiently fhews his
archnefs to have been only a copy of his counte-
nance. The beauty, wit, and difcretion of a dutiful
daughter
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dadghteit would fuffice to put him off all defigng of
marrying again, and even render the very thoughe
horrible to him 3 if the meric he finds in the gene-
talicy of our fex did not incline him to think that
there is no true happinefs for Man in this world
without a wife, and no unhappinefs with one. For
this reafon from a very floven he is turn’d quite a
prig; froma mifer, profufe; and from a home=
fpun Stoic, a downright Epicurean. - He can fim-
per like a Soupe mitonnée, can gibe like a country
juftice, “and affects nothing but gallantry, gaiety
and palitenefs; tho” his gallantry is as aukard as
an Oxomian’s, his mirth as fiff as a Spaniard’s, and
his breeding as formal and out of date as that of an
old-fathion’d courtier. - However his good-will is
the fame, and the difadvantages he labours under
from the deep-rooted habits of irrevocable years
he endeavours to repair, or at leaft hide, 'with the
fervor of his youthful inclinations, which make
him an abfolutely humble fervant to the #Women in
general, from the polite lady to the girl in the
Ritchen. In reality he has tried his forcune with
them in all ftations3 and has now, for fome rime,
laid clofe fiege to Fandicia, for this fingle merit
that, of all the Women and Wenches he has purr’d
about fince a widower;  fhe is the firft who has re-
turn’d him a fmile. And yet, did he but know
himfelf, he muft fee that the fame caufe makes her
pleafant which put the others out of temper. They
fhrunk with hortor at the unnatural fight of a wan-
ton letcher of fifty, and fhe cannot help tictering at
the exceflive extravagance of manifb pretenfions to
wifdom, while fhe fees one of that fex, after having
at a very cafy rate acquired the character of a wife-
man in his younger days, take pains, for the fake of
gratifying a fit of luft, to appear a fool in his old age.
Still Fandicia thinks to have him She has nothing
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to truft to for a fupport but his wantonnefs or her
own labour 5 and deems it more advifeable to play
upon an old fool, than run the rifk of working all
her life time for a young knave. And therefore
fhe defigns to fell him a very great bargain, in
her own perfon, on the firft day of next dpril. As
my maid is privy to this love affair, Redivivo has
defired her to think of a pofie for the ring, and by
my advice fhe has given him the following one,
HO HO!

It is pretty plain then, to return to my adver-
fary and his company, that the Men find not fuch
a dearth of fenfe and ‘virtue among us as we do a-
mong them, any more in our days than in thofe of
Plautus.  If Tully accufes the Women of Avarice,
he is very far from laying his charge fo ftrongly as
my antagonift makes him: Tho® Cicero, of all men,
had the leaft reafon to find fault with us. It is well
known he was never fufpected of the oppofit vir-
tue, nor indeed deferved to be fo. However his
failings would be no excufe for ours, as his bare ac-
cufation can be no fufficient proof to convit us of
any. The Orator bur copied from others, as this
gentleman does from him: For

Mankind each-other’s ftories ftil] repeat,
And Man to Man is a Jucceeding cheat,
Howarp,

T.am not infenfible that many gentlemen of the
faculty, have been very long-winded on the dif-
ferent temperament of Sexes, to the difadvantage
of our’s. But it was no new thing, evenin Philo’s
days, for thofe gentlemen to affect a great deal of
wifdom, at the expence of fenfe and truth, But
let their reafons be examin’d into, and what will
they appear but light conjectures, form’d in the
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fhallow heads of Men, guided by prejudice and
fimple appearances? If a Man of fenfe and a Phy-
Jfician were either fynonymous or analogous terms, [
fhould be cautious how I diffented from their
opinion,  But as the antipathy is notorious; which
reigns between reafon and the generality, of that
unintelligible race, no Man of fenfe, without ha-
zarding the reputation of one, can copy any thing
they advance. The Ratcliffs, the Freinds, the
Meads, are as extraordinary Phenomena in the fa-
culty fphere, as an Atterbury on the bench, or a
Murray at the bar : Comets of a happy age which
¢ake many centuries in their revolution, To quote
then the herd of graduates for judges of fenfe is as
abfurd as to appeal to the honeft gentlemen of the
law in a cafe of confcience,

How is it poffible to look at Pollyphleme and think
of fenfe! How much lefs is it poffible to depend
on his opinion of it! If what an illuftrious author
fays be true, that folemnity is the cover of a fot 3
his folemn phiz betrays one. A pompous ftrut,
the fmiles of felf-approving confidence, and fome-
thing of a tolerable perfon, fet off with a look of
confequence, ftand him in flead of genius, And
for learning, — a loll of ftate with eyes up-lifted and
a leg ftretch’d out, the head leant carelefs on this
upright arm, while fome important motion waves
the other, big words, and faithful lungs ftand
proxy. St Pauls at noon ftrikes not with more
deliberation than he fpeaks, tho’ it gives over
fooner.  For not even bells can ring fo long as he
can talk., Yet ever inhumed in native want of
thought, in vain he ftruggles to bring meaning
forth. Self, big felf, the conftant burthen of the
fong, ever at odds with fenfe, forbids it elbow-
room, and while he fpeaks fo fwells each puny
tale, that like fome huge unwieldy mount in laboulr,
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the loud, flow, grave, mile-meafured words his
drawling tongue groans out, portend fome mighty
birth ; till when the lengthen’d, irkfome, tedious
period ends, out pops the filly moufe, great I, and
only makes you {mile. 'With him every phyfician
is a fool but one : And that muft be Z. - Grear Iis
ftatefman, poet, critic and divie. No wonder
then if Pope and Swift thould fooner ceafe to write
than he to rail. Not but his doctorfhip could write
as much as they, with the fame eafe he can out-
puffa Henley. He'll tell you to a minute the crifis
of a patient’s death, without telling the dofe with
which he defigns to difpatch him; can affeét an
intimacy with great Men, he neither knows nor is
known by ;. and after walking a mile to fave fix-
pence, can coach it from Cheapfide to Batfor’s
to fave appearances. Now muft it not be own’d
that the doctor has all the qualifications requifit to,
make a figure in Warwick-lane ; and yet where
but at Gotham would Men of this ftamp be fet up
for arbiters of fenfe?

But the Hiftorians it feems are lefs to be objected
againft, as being Men of experience. I would
fain atk my adverfary whether all Men of ex-
perience are Men of fenfe, or judges of fenfe?
And tho’ it muft be granted that a Man oughe to
be a perfon of excellent fenfe, who undertakes to
write hiftory, yet experience itfelf has thewn how
lietle fenfe the major part of Hifforians have been
pofieft of. Not that I want to wave the authority
quoted againft me. Tacitus is one of my favourites
among this clafs of writers; which he would nog
be, if I did not confider him asa Man of fenfe.
But ftill he was a Man, and like the reft of Men
prejudiced in favour of his fex. And therefore I
muft beg leave to reject his authority, till fome reafon
be alledged from him to fupport what he fays. If

he
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he gives fome inftances of cruelty and ambition in
the degenerate part of our fex; he has given many
more inftances of tendernefs, humanity, difin-
tereftednefs and other virtues. And tho’ hiftory in
general can only be confider’d as a kind of tradi-
tion of vulgar prejudices, it is very notorious to all,
who are in the leaft converfant in that kind of read-
ing, how much better a figure the Women in gene-
ral make in it than the generality of Men. All
hiftory, prophane as well as facred, bears witnefs
1o the native greatnefs and goodnefs of Women, as
it does to the infamy of the Men.

If here and there a furly philofopher (who by
the bye are no les Men than my adverfary and the
seft of his company) is pleafed to fnap at us ina
peevifh fic; the froth of his fpleen will never be
able to tarnifh our real glory, in the eyes of fuch
Men as have any fenfe left. And yet Ariftotle
himfelf, tho> quoted in this number, fays in his
8th book of Animals that, ¢ Woman has more
¢ piety, and is of a nobler compofition than Man."
When this philofopher fays then that Women are
unfic and want judgment to govern, to be con-
fiftent with himfelf he muft mean it only of Women,
confider’d in their then and now prefent circum-
gance of ineducation. For he himfelf, while ma-
Rer of Alexander, thought it not beneath him to
fubmit to the government of his miftrefs: Nay,
attributes his doing fo to the dictates of philofophy,
not of love, and even goes fo far, as to infift upon
his wife-man’s engaging in love before he meddles
with ruling the ftate. Why fo, but that he may
Jearn of his miftrefs the art of ruling well ? For the
truth of this I appeal to Diogenes Laértius. Neither
was this great Man the only philofopher who ad-
mired our fex. ~Socrates was the uglieft, as well ag
the wifeft- Mgn of his time. I fay not this in

contempt
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contempt to his perfon; for if a Man is but one
degree above the devil he is handfome enough in
confcience. T only mention it to thew that he thought
it no breach of wifdom to aim at love in fpite of
nawre. And Plato, the divine Plato, was not
more afliduous in erecting ftates, than offering in-
cenfe to the Archeanaffas of his time; and what
had either to do with Women, had they not found
them capable of adding to their knowledge and
philofophy. As why had St Ferom, that wife phi-
lofopher as well as orator and father of the church,
fuch an efteem for Women, as to infcribe many of
his works to them? It had been idle if he had not
thought them competent judges, and by their
Judgment capable of adding in their names a luftre
to his works.

Let our adverfary’s anonymous author then fay
what he will, we’ll find another to match him on
our fide, with this addition, that our’s cannot only
fay but give reafons for what he fays, °Tis the
anonymous author of the Political Aphorifms. ¢ 7.
¢ men (fays he) in the greateft emergencies and
“¢ moft imminent perils are never at a lofs to find
¢ a remedy, or to hit on fure expedients. Nay,
<< their counfels are the beft refource in all fudden
€¢ cafes. For fuch is the natural genius of that fex,
€€ that in impendent dangers their very firft im-
¢ pulfes of fou] are greatly excellent and happy.””
‘Who then more £t to govern flates than they, "It
was this, doubtlefs, made Libanius in his Academics
fay, that ¢ Nothing more becomes a Man, who
¢¢ means to fhine in ftate-affairs, than to make it
<¢ his rule to go from his wife’s clofet to the Senate-
¢ houfe, and from the Senate to return again to
¢ toher. For fuch as follow this rule will be
¢¢ enabled by it to add Ipirit to their counfels, dif-
¢ cernment to their affairs, and reputation to
: ¢ their
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%¢ their adminiftration.” And how could this be;
if their counfels and conduét were not affifted and
improved by the advice of their wives? Well then
might Plutarch fay, that ¢ he who takes a wife
¢¢ becomes a perfect mafter of a family: But he
¢ who lofes his wife is not only an imperfe& but a
¢ maim’d one.” For in reality what is he more
than a half-headed ruler, who lofes at leaft one half
the underftanding which help’d to govern?

One would hardly after this imagin it poffible
for my adverfary to quote this very Plutarch’s au-
thority to prove us unqualified to govern; if we
had not already fuch flagrant proof of this gentle-
man’s fhamelefs courage, And what is it Plusarch
charges us with? Why, among many inftances of
the fpirit of tattle in his own fex, he mentions
fome few in our’s: Tho® he no where pretends to
fay that all Zomen are like them. Had my adver-
fary been a faithful quoter, he would have added
the oppofit inftance that author gives us of Leana
of Athens, who, being engaged in a confpiracy
againt Pififtratus, and tearing left the exquifit tor-
ture fhe was put to fhould extort any difcovery
from her, bit her tongue off. At leatt fince he
thoughe it neceffary to reflect on Fulvia for her
levity, it would have been but fair to do juftice to
that brave lady’s memory in adding the attonement
fhe made, by poniarding herfelf to encourage her
hufband by the like means to avoid the fatal effects
of their joint indifcretion, The very fame Plutarch
in another part of his works has recorded the
Women’s talent for fecrecy, in thofe of Melita, of
whom, tho’ all were in the confpiracy with their
hafbands, not one difclofed the fecret. And m
adverfary’s friend Tacitus has perpetuated the memo-
ry of Epicharis, whom all the cruelties of Nero
could not induce to betray any of the fecrets fhe

was
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as privy to in the confpiracy laid againft hirm
But where is the neceflity of recurring to foreign
climes and diftant ages for proofs which our own
country and almoft our own times can produce. The
Saxon Wouten were a counterpart to thofe of Melita:
And fuch as have been engaged in plots in this
kingdom have fhewn as much fidelity to the trufts
repofed in them, as any of the Grecian or Roman
ladies recorded by Plutarch, Zacitus, or any other
ancient hiftorians. Let any one but look back into
the State Tryals of fome former reigns, and they
will find what numbers of daftardly {queakers there
have been among the Men 3 while neither pillory,
whipping, nor hopes of life or fear of death could
ever extort a difcovery from the /#omen who were
concern’d with them. Was there not one expofed
to the outrage of the populace in one confpiracy #
‘Were there not three executed in another, and no
lefs than fificen excepted in a general amnefty 2
And what lights or helps was the government able to
get from any one of them, either by threats or pro«
mifes? I fay not this to commend them for their
treafon, or obftinacy in perfifting in it, but only to

“ thew my adverfary that #omen can keep a fecret,
tho’ it be to their greateft difadvantage fo to do. And
tho’ the being deteéted in a treafonable confpiracy is
no reafon why the perfon who is detected thould add
to his former guilt, by obftinately perfifting in it,
yet furely fuch miftaken #omen as continue ftrong-
ly pofieft with the lawfulnefs of the plot they have
(however unlawfully) engaged in, and therefore
rather chufe to die than betray their truft, are wor-
thy pity, if not applaufe. Whereas what pity do
thofe bafe wretches among the Men deferve, who
without any remorfe of confcience have facrificed to
their own fafety the lives of their accomplices, and
without any other forrow for their criminal attempt

than
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than regret for it’s having mifcartied, aggravate
their treafon againft their country with treachery
to their friends. It is pretty plain that fuch wretches
would have equally facrificed the moft honeft caufe
they could have been concern’d in.  As to the con-
trary it is very natural to believe that, if fuch #e-
men, as we have been fpeaking of, had been hap-
pily embark’d in the true interells of their country,
they would have as nobly facrificed all their private
hopes and fears to the faithful difcharge of any truft
pofed in them. If Homer commends Ulyfes and
Telemachus for their fteadinefs in keeping a fecret 3
he is no lefs eloguent in the praifes of Penelope and
Euricleay the wife and nurfe of Ulyffes, for the fame
virtue. Argerona was fo famous for it that the Ro-
mans worfhip’d her for the goddefs of Silence; And
while the myfteries of the Good Goddefs were wholly
in the Woman’s keeping, the fecrecy of them was
{o inviolably preferved, that the Men had no other
way to come at the knowledge of them than by
facrilegioufly intruding among them, diguifed in
Woman’s apparel.

It is quite childifh then in our adverfary, to ar=
gue us incapable of government for want of a fpi-
rit of fecrecy. It is notorious what goflips the an~
cients as well as moderns of the male fex have
been, the voluminous tattle of many of them isa
ftanding proof of it.  Simonides and Xenocrates, fo
mightily cried up for their referve of fpeech, were
as arrant tattlers as any ; and both allow that tho’
they had never any caufe to be difpleafed with ha-
ving held their peace, they had often found room
to regret their prating: A plain proof of their ha-
ving as little government of their tongues as fome
of our fex, not one of whom, however, could pre-
tend to vie with a Crefiphon, who valued himfelf
upon being able to chatter a whole day long, upon

b3 any
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any fubject that could be ftarted to him's as Erafs
anus tells us, who was not the leaft chatterer of his
time, tho’ perhaps one of the leaft tirefome ones,
1f the Latin editor of Pindar is not an idle prater,
the Men of Smyrna are all goflips. The tamous
Ariftotle was {o” egregious a one, that he confeffes
himfelf, that nothing feem’d to him Jefs praéticable
than keeping a fecret,  Indeed Pythagoras was fo
in love with filence, that he obliged all his fcholars
to keep a five years taciturnity.  But if we ma:
credit goflip Lacrtius, it was the filence of others
that pleafed him ; infomuch that the luft of hearing
himfelf prate made him ufe that ftratagem, not to
be interrupted by contradiction, The fame Laér-
4ius tells us, that Zeno thought it a wondrous piece
of news to fend Puolemy, that there was one old
fellow who had learn’d to hold his tongue.

It is furely therefore confcious guilt which makes
our antagonift unwilling to truft the fafety of his
caufe to this common. place ftuff, No wonder then
thatafter finding his ftock of ridicule out, he fhou’d
have recourfe to the mean expedient of arguing
from  particulars to the general, and, after the
drudgery of hunting out thtee or four filly Women
who know ot how to govern their families,
triumphantly conclude that all #omen are unfic for
public government, If we have here and there a
Belluina, a Muccabella, a Prifeilla, or a Prudentia,
our adverfary will not fure have the face to fay we
are all like them. At leaft he would think. me
very rath ta fay that every Man is a Hetlorinus, a
Molybditis, a Morio, a Hoarfroft, or Redivivo, or
to argue from their indifcretion in private life, that
all his fex are difqualified from public government,
Nay, I’ll 2o farther,

Evep Anarchus, for what I know, might make
an excellent ftatefman, the’ a wicked manager of

hig
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his private concerns. He is one of the moft in=
duftrious Men living in ordering the affairs of other
people, and that may be one reafon perhaps why
his own are fo vilely neglected. The money he
{quanders, in ftrolling about collections for others,
hinders him from affording a fufficient provifion
to his own family : And the liquor he guzzles, in
making up breaches among his acquaintances, occa-
fions his perpetually breaking peace at home.
Abroad he is ever lavithing his fubftance with
alacrity, on fuch of his fellow-brutes as deferve it
the leaft, and in his own houfe is as fparing of ne-
ceffaries to his wife, as heis heedlefs of the wafte in
his fervants : When he is up he is for ever abufing
her, and when a-bed frequently puking upon her.
Tho® civil to all befides the public contempt he
treats her with ftrips her of the authority requifit to
put a remedy in his abfence to the irregularities of
her diforderly dependants, which his exaniple when
prefent ferves to encourage them in. So that while
he, at fome tavern or ale-houfe, is drunk with
wine, and follicitude for every one but thofe he
owes it tos tfhe is ftruggling with a weight of
mifery, amidft a wreck of confufion at home, with
no other comfort to buoy her up than the folitary
folace of expe@ing a midnight vifit from her dear
monfter, when he fhall reel home to load her with
ill-ufage and filth.

Now tho’ this picture be fo very like the major
part of the Men, that few will believe Anarchus
was the only one who fat for it; yet I am far
from arguing from it that all Men are unfit for
public government. Nothing then but a creature
as weak as my adverfary, and fome of his fex, can
conclude from the weaknefs of fome Women, a
general incapacity in us all for government and
public offices. But enough has been faid of this

H 2 matter,
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matter, and therefore it is time to proceed to the
examination of what our adverfary has to object
againft our capacity for the fciences,

Our adverfary takes a great deal of unfaccefsful
pains to be witty in his common-place jokes upon
gibberith ; which, if the Men will but be honeft,
they muft fairly confefs are applicable to as many
of their own fex as of ours, and therefore I fhail
take no trouble to anfwer or defend it in either,
Neither can I be defirous to fee any of my fex
converfant with the matters of the Law ; tho’ T be-
lieve there are few who would not difcharge any
duty of it with much more honefty, clearnefs and
difpatch, than the moft irreproachable of thofe Men
whe make themfelves fo bufy with it. I am very
ready to give up flagitious Lokiz, and the univerfal
contempt fhe was treated with by all my fex,
thews fhe was more the deteftation of #omen than
fhe was of the Men. 1 agree with this gentleman
¢¢ that to complete a Man a knave, it is abfolutely
£¢ neceflary to make a lawyer of him.” And there-
fore perhaps is it, that the fureft way to advance-
ment among the Men is the ftudy of the Law. If
they did not in general look on the perfection of dif-
honefty as a favourite accomplithment, why thould
they make this the readieft road to promotion #
Or if a genius for tricking was not a title to efteem
with moft of them s why fhould they not fer -
bone at bay? Why fhould not their public refent-
ment fingle him out to ridicule and contempt, as
our’s Lolia ?

s no more a lawyer by profeffion than
Lolia was, and therefore has no more licence to
cozen than fhe could fhew. His trade is that of
a gamefter : And yet it is hard o fay whether he
has enrich’d himfelf moft by fharping at Mor-
daunt’s, or by tricking with letters of attorney the
perfons
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perfons he has coax’d them from. He is fo deeply
vead in thofe inftrutive books calld the Law-
Quibbles and the Englifb Rogue, that he can teach
a Man the art of becoming the latter without feem-
ing fuch, and could fet a Bailiff, a petty-fogging
Attorney, or a Fuftice of the Quorum, right in any
relating to the former. He has bought goods of a
tradefman and arrefted him for the money he paid
for them 3 he has paid a fellow eighteen pence for
mending his thoes, and then forced three fhillings
and four pence from him for writing a receipt for ir,
becaufe the wretch was too poor to contend
with him. And empower’d by a young lady to
manage her affairs, he has appropriated her money
without accounting to her, brought her in debtor
to him for articles he had the impudence to forge,
and the emptinefs not to forge well, turn’d her out
of doors in an abufive manner, for refufing to fign
away her all to him, without advice of her coun-
cil, ‘in confideration of his faithful difcharge of his
truft, and arrefted her when he had done for fome
hundreds he could fhew no juft right to. And
yet Albone is a religious Man enough, all things
confider’d : He no more miffes prayers once a day,
than he does the gaming-table once a night; a
Bible is as familiar with him as a pack of cards;
and he is as liberally impartial in diftributing his
devotions between the ladies and the church, as
he is in dividing his cur/es between the poor and
the clergy. However, the ladies defpife him,
the poor hate him, the clergy pity and pray for him
in vain, and the church cannot but be difgraced
by fuch a prophane out-law’s pretending to be a
member of it.

Now tho’ I am very wide of thinking that there
are many Men as bafe as Albones yet I cannot
think any of thole who affociate with him much

better
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better : And this I am pretty fure of, that were
the Women executors of the laws, they would think
it a juftice due to their own fex, and the few honeft
perfons of the other, to wed with an indiffoluble
knot him and Lolia together by the neck, was fhe
ftill living, that they might add no more reproach
to thofe laws, by ufing them as a fcreen to pervert
the ends they were made for,

What I have already faid, relating to phyfic, in
my former Treatife, is fufficient to fhew that we
are no lefs capable of fucceeding and thining in that
branch of ftudy than the beft of the oppofit fex :
Nor does it appear that our adverfary has any
thing folid to object againft this. And as for his
farcalm upon the middle-rated gentry of the fa-
culty, let Polyphleme, and fuch of them as it af-
fects, fight it out with him.

Unable to fay any thing folid againft the Women’s
capacity for Hiftory and Politics, the gentleman at-
tempts to be arch upon our fex, tho’ at the expence
of his own, by craftily calling a late celebrated
Hiftorian an Old-woman, As to this particular I
agree with my adverfary in his opinion, and if the
founder part of his fex are not all as arrant old WO~
men as the reverend author of the Hiftory of bis own
Times, we may add to the catalogue of fuch an
a Baker, a Rapin, and many others, ancient
as well as modern, If Women have not been
fo induftrious to fignalize their talents in this way,
it ought more to be attributed to their innate mo-
defty than to any want of ability in them, The
ancient policy was lefs refined than that of our
times, and the intereft of princes lefs inter-woven 1
So that it muft require infinitely lefs pains to un-
fold a Roman Hiftory than one of our Gazelleers.
Why then may we not be as complete miftreffes of
ancienh
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ancient Politics, as our antagonift feems to allow us
to be of the modern?

Indeed he does it by way of fneer : Tho® if I have
any reafon to depend on the veracity of the Men,
his own fex have lefs reafon to be pleafed with
his wit upon this fubject than we have. For one
Novella who pefters our drawing-rooms, their
coffec-houfes can produce hundreds of Ferbofos
as incorrigibly impertinent: Wretches who, with-
out organs for hearing, are perpetually talking of
things they know nothing of, will run you over
countries they never faw fo much as in a map,
and fettle all Europe with the fame facility they
confound your fenfes with.

Ercho is one of this fort of mongrels, a kind of
a half-pay fpy, who has juft impudence enough to
thruft himfelf into every one’s converfation, tho
not fenfe enough to gather the information necef-
fary to make him ufeful to his pay-mafter. He is
very intimate with my Attorney, to whom I am
obliged for his character. At the Ofd-boufe, this
extraordinary perfon was lately pointed out to me
among the heroes of the pit; and proved at laft
to be my old acquaintance. I have feveral times
been prefent when he has fignalized the ability of
his lungs at a cat-call 5 and, if Iam inform’d right,
he is as often bufied in faving the drooping nation as
in damning a new play. The creature has a good
broad phiz of his own, which an uncommon fhare
of felf-content has plump’d into arrogance, and the
rednefs of his coat, reflecting a fluth on the livid-
nefs of his empty looks, gives him a fettlednefs as
unalterable as bronze. By the help of thefe Corin-
thian talents, he fo happily clods into one folid
mafs, within his own dura mater, the feemingly
jarring qualities of wit and ftatefman, that he can
prefage the fate of a farce before it appears ox{lkthe
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War before it was declared. At Slaughter’s he
concludes a treaty with the Emperor, flogs Don
Carlos for wearing the old breeches of Broglio,
fails down the Mediterrenean, finks a fleet of French
in a dith of coffee, and takes the Havanna when
he has done; from thence proceeds to the Pine-
Apple, with equal expedition enters into an alliance
with the Czarina, gets a footing in Florida, and
with one and the fame knife hacks a beef. fake and
a body of Spaniards to pieces. Some time ago
hearing I had a pretty large acqaintance at this
end of the town, he found means, without any
perfonal knowledge of me, to follicit my intereft
at court for the poft of Engli/h courier from the
Prince of Saxe-Gatha to the author of the Farthing
Poft. But St Fames’s and St Martin's court hap-
pening to be divided in their politics, I had not
the pleafure of contributing to the promotion of
this ingenious gentleman. However as thaving
muftaches has nothing to do with party, if he
thould happen to underftand handling a razor as

well as ftate affairs, Tam in great hopes of getting

him a patent for barber to the Danifh troops, when
they thall be landed in England,

In the mean time let the Novellas and Ecchoes
couple together, if the number of the former be at
all proportion’d to that of the latter. Bue let nei-
ther Us nor the Men, if they with not to forfeit the
little fenfe they have among; them, pretend to con-
clude from fuch uncommon mortals a general in-
capacity on either fide, for the ftudy of Politics or
any other ufeful {ciences,

In like manner let not my adverfary expofe the
littlenefs of his genius, by concluding Us all unfic
for the ftudy of poetry, philofophy, or any other
profitable {cience, becaufe a Manly, a Bebn, ora
Saphira
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Saphira, have fhamefully mifapplied their talents:
For a few thamelefs omen who have proftituted their
wit to wanton fubjects, how many illuftrious ladies
have raifed the dignity of writing to the higheft
pitch of fublimity, delicacy, - morality, and picty !
‘Whereas among the ableft authors the Men have to
boaft of, how rare is it to find one who does not fhed
his vicious thoughts on the moft facred fubjects!

However great pains my adverfary has taken to
find out three or four filly /Vomen as induftrious to
expofe the levity of their heads or the corruption of
their hearts, as the flood of male fcriblers we are
daily overwhelm’d with, I fhall take no pains myfelf
to give him a lit of the many whofe excellence in
writing has forced their juft -praife from the mouth
of envy. I fhall fend no exprefs to Greece to fetch
thence the nine Maufes, nine Sybils, and nine lyric
poetefles, Let Poffius,. Midas, and Lilius Geraldus,
inform you of Megalofirate, and the daughters of
Stefichorus s of Eritrean Sappho, Demophila her
miftrefs, Erinna, and the three Theanos, one the
wife of Pythagoras, who improved his {chool after
his deceafe ; befides Cleobulina the poetefs, Praxilla
another, and Afpatia Milefia a poetefs and teacher
of rhetoric, if we may believe Plutarch. Let
Strabo do juftice to the talents of Heftica, and The/-
Jalian Antipater to the genius of Nyfis, while
Tatian labours for the immortality of Anytes. Athe-
#neus thought it an ornament to his works to quote
the poetefs Hedyle, and Diogenes Laértins deem’d it no
difgrace to Plato to give him for company his fair
difciples Lafthemia and Axiothea, befides the beau-
tiful Hipparchia, whofe life in particular he difdains
not to write 3 in which he celebrates her as a lady
equally excellent in dramatic poetry ethics and
philofophy. We need but recur to Disgenes Halicar-
naffeus and Longinus, two of the ableft critics of
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their times, to learn the merit of Sappho, whofe
odes, fpite of their mannifh prejudice, they prefer’d
to any of their own fex’s for a ftandard of wit and
accuracy. But what will my adverfary fay, fhould I
dare to mention two other Grecian ladies? The one
is Zalefilla, that famous Woman, who to an excel-
lent poetefs added the charater of a heroin, and
fignalized her courage by fpiriting up and heading
her country-women to victory over the Spartans,
who came to furprife them in the abfence of their
hufbands : The other is Corinna, who five feveral
times gain’d a compleat vi€tory of wit over Pindar,
the beft lyric poet of his fex, as Propertius relates the
ftory.

Was I but to name the illuftrious ladies who
have added luftre to the fphere of learning among
the Romans, 1 fhould never have done. Quintilian
has faid enough of Cornclia, Salluft of Sempronia s
and for Sulpicia, Cornificia, Polla Argentaria, and
Helpine, the wives of Lucan and Boétius, who had
no {mall fhare in the works of their hufbands, as
well as Proba Falconia and others, T fhall refer my
adverfary to Pgfius’s account of them. If this
gentleman had travel’d through Italy, Spain, France
and Germany, he might have heard of many. of
thofedearned names, which Facobus a S. Carolo has
been at the pains to regifter in his library of learned
Women. Had he ever read Poiture and Balzac he
would have found that there have been fome Men
of fenfe, who could both acknowledge and admire
learning and wit in a #oman. Or was he at all
converfant in the republic of literature he could
not be unacquainted with the merits of Aade-
moifelle Le Fevre, afterwards Madam Dacier, and
Madam Scuderic 5 to the former of whom we owe
many excellent tranflations, and valuable criticifms
on the Greek and Latin poetsy and to the latter
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feveral curious effays, befides the fhare fhe had in
thofe of her brother’s, I don’t fuppofe he has fo
much as heard of Signora Cornara, probably ftill
living, who before fhe atrain’d the age of thirty
was perfect miftrefs of feven different languages, and
all the branches of polite learning, befides having
gone through a_compleat courfe of every Science
dependent on Philofophy, wich fuch fuccefs as to at-
tra®t the admiration and efteem of the greatelt
Princes and Men in Europe. Neither can 1 think
he ever heard the leaft mention made of Madam
Gournay of France, who publifh’d a treatife on
the equality of the fexes, or of Signora Marinella
of Italy, who wrote another on the fuperior nobility
of the fair fex: And tho’ he has got by rote the
name of Madam Schurman, fure he_could not be ac-
quainted with either her writings or her talents:
Otherwife he might have fpared me the pains of
uoting the names of thefe illuftrious ladies, who
might themfelves have fpared the trouble of writing
in defence of the Women, as they themfelves were
the beft arguments of it’s fuperior capacity. Tho’
moft people who know any thing know it, left
our adverfary fhould not, I fhall beg leave to in-
form him that this laft mention’d lady was perfe&t-
ly verfed in the Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, Chaldaic,
Greek, Latin, Italian, German, Spanifh, Englifb,
French, Flemifb, and Dutch languages ; wasa pretty
poet in them all, was miftrefs of every branch
of Philofophy, and to her univerfal knowledge of
the feiences added a delicate tafte in the polite
amufements of Painting and Mufic, and all this be-
fore the was completely thirty years old.

1 might be expetted to pay fome compliment to
the eminent ladies of my own country : But I can-
not think it in the leaft neceffary. Let it fuffice
that Erafmus has given us the account of Sir
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Thomas More's daughters, wichout mentioning thofe
of Sir Nicholas Bacon, not behind hand with the
former for wit or learning, As for lady Pembroke,
SirPbilip Sidney has immortalized her genius;
and for the parts and extenfive knowledge of Mary .
queen of Scots, lady Winchelfea,, Mrs Philips, and
many other Engli/b geniufes and poetefles of our
fex, their beft panegyric is the modefty with which
they labour’d to conceal their abilities, Bur for
this obftacle they have put to their fame, the #/-
anen of Great Britain might fhine in equal numbers,
and with the fame luftre as thofe of Greece, Rome,
or any other country, as the lift of truly learned
WWomen in general might for ought I know far ex-
ceed that of the folidly learned of the oppofit fex.
At leaft were the bare familiar letters of both {exes
to be produced for a trial of wit between both, I
fancy the Men would be the firft to put in a
demur.

It is more than plain then, that whenever the
Women have been upon any degree of equal advan=
tage with the Men, they have always run at leaft
rallel with them in moft things, "and even out-
itript them in fome particulars s and that there
are almoft an infinity of our fex, who had they had
the like yantages would have made an equal
progrefs with them in ufeful knowledge,

And yer tho’ from the cradle the fofteft fex
gives the fairclt hopes, fuch is the unjult partiality
of the Men to the blockheads of thejr own, that
all the advantages of education are wholly referved
for them. The greateft care is taken to form and
improve their minds 5_and the poor Women are left
to loiter away life in indolence and ignorance, or
at befl are employ*d in fuch offices only as the Men
think the lowef} and moft fervile,

In
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In fa& nothing is omitted to give our fex a
degenerate way of thinking, and to reduce them
to as narrow a way of acting. All their fcience
is confined to the needle ; and the looking-glafs is
the great oracle they are taught to confult for their
deportment. The induftry with which the bufi-
nefs of drefs is inculcated to a young girl makes her
give up her favourite hours to it. The ogles, the
fighs, the love-tales, the encomiums on her beau-
ty, and the fulfome compliments fhe is eternally
pefter’d with, decoy her unawares into placing all
her happinefs in being admired, and contribute
to fill her mind with vanity and impertinence.
Dancing, reading, writing, and playing a foft
tune, are the fum of her compleateft education 5
the books her Father or Guardian ftocks her ftudy
with are at beft a treatife or two of devotion, a
few play-books, and a fec of romances; and all
her entertainments are limited to balls, operas and
fathions. Such of our fex as diftinguifh themfelves
by ufeful and inftruétive books they have feized
with utmoft difficulty, and often by ftealth, are
frequently forced to hide them from the eyes of the
Men, whofe envy is ever ready to fneer them out
of the true knowledge of themfelves and the world:
Nay, they-are forced to hide them even from
fuch of their own jealous companions as have ear-
lily loft a relifh for the like entertainments, thro’
the crafty practices of the Men they have been
ruled by.

So that there is no wonder, if #Zomen being bred
in this limited manner fhould fometimes be guilty
of overfights when they are engaged in a marriage
ftate ; which they are but too often inhumanly
forced into againft their inclinations, and even
without fo much as being confulted, like Negroes
bought and fold at a #¢ft-India fair, .
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And yet notwithtanding all the advantages which
the Men have engrofe'd to themfelves, and all
the difadvantages they have laid Women under,
there needs but a common degree of obfervation
to perceive that the cafe of the two fexes is like
that of two brothers of the fame parents 3 between
whom this is the only great difference, the elder
got the flart in coming into the world, and the
younger makes the beft figure in it. To be con..
vinced of this we need only compare them to-
gether, or converfe with them apart.  The Women
are ftately and graceful in their carriage, uniform
and prudent in their actions, referved and yet eafy
in their converfations, and their words are gene-
rally a flow of fenfe and fincerity, The Men on the
reverfe are for the moft part odd and antic in their
geftures 5 rath and unfettled in their conduét ; for~
ward, loofe, weak and vicious in their language.
When #Women exprefs their thoughts, their words
coft them nothing, order is eafe to them, and fan-
cy fupplies them with inexhauftible funds. If a
quettion is ftarted to them, they have the point at
once, they view it with one glance in all its lights 5
and, when they find it worth an anfwer, retarn
fuch a clear, fuccin@® and decifive one, as ren-
ders a reply often needlefs, They are neither fond
of contradiion nor addicted to difpute, and are
generally averfe to thofe technical hard and
fcientific terms, with which the generality of pre-
tenders to learning of the other fex ftuff cheir
works.  Wherever they are free enough to give
their own opinion, it is fo fquared with fenfe, fo
{uited to time and place, “and fo mix’d with
fweetnefs and decency that it feldom fails to in-
finuate into the minds of their company, like the
genial warmth of temperate fun-fhine into the
bowels of nature,  Whereas what the Men utter is
moftly
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. moftly dry, ruftic, barren, and obfcure. What is
. moft unintelligible firft accracts their attention, be~
. caufe the neareft to myftery. In a word, the
. generality of Men, whom the world calls learned,
are a fpecies of over-topt mortals who feem to
have ftuff’d their heads with ftudy only to confound
their underftanding. Nothing comes eafily from
them 3 and fuch is the labour they are at in dig=
ging for expreflion, that they either lofe the thought,
or throw it out, in a manner which makes them
appear but like drudges, employed by the nicer
artifts of our fex to cut diamonds from a rock :
The rough and fhapelefs things they hew out we
are forced to polifh and give luftre and play to.
Nay, fome of them have but juft enough vivacity
to diftinguifh them from rocks themfelves; and
whatever luftre and value they may intrinfically
poflefs are but fo many buried treafures till we take
them in hand.

Ouciput is one of thefe rough diamonds, a meer un-
polifh’d being, all brilliancy within, but fo outward-
ly befec with aukwardnefs that every fmooth cox-
comb, tho® of lefs value than a Briflol-flone, appears
with more luftre in public. With a lively penetrating
genius he pofiefies folidity of judgment, both which
the advantage of liberal ftudies has greatly im-
proved ; and thanks to his own induftry and good
tafte, ‘as well as to the affiftance of reading and
mafters, he has acquired an extenfive knowledge
in books and Men: A lawyer by profeffion, by
talent a poet; prodigious! He is the one without
difhonefty and the other without vanity, and yet
bids fair for raifing his fortune by his bufinefs, and
his reputation by his amufements. A modeft
candid and ingenious critic of other Men’s works,
he thews himfelf an accurate fprightly author in his
own. Who would not think it an advantage to fo
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much perfonal merit for the perfon to be fet in full
view? But! if perufing his productions you with
to converfe with the Man, when you view himfelf
you are ftrangely tempted to fancy him incapable
of converfing with you. With Coke and Horace
he is all alive; but take him from both and he
feldom appears half awake. In company he is ever
fneaking behind, as if afhamed of his companions,
or afraid they fhould be athamed of him: And
indeed, but for his head and his heart, his garb and
his gait would almoft juftify their being fo. His
cloaths, which generally look the refufe of Mon-
mouth-fireet, would fic any one better than him
and his wig made of the beard of old 4aron, which
innumerable fhowers have wafh’d all the oil off, and
fucceeding fun-beams have rectified into rufhes,
gives him fuch a felonious look, that without
knowing fomething of him no one could well be
mentally prefenc where he is, for confulting the
fafery of the pockets. Then, he never erects his
head but in making a bow and on other occafions
when an eafy bending of the neck is becoming ; he
walks as if he thought all joints ufelefs but in the
hips and fhoulders ; to guefs by their motion you
would take his legs for a pair of ftilts, and either arm
for the fwing of a pump. But when he ftands or fis,
his whole body is bent like the ftalk of a Poppy
under the weight of it’s flower, or rather like a
collier’s back under a bufhel of coals. If he is filent,
he looks as if he had nothing to fay 3 and when he
talks, feems afraid of what he fays. Tho’ what
ever he utters is good in itfelf and quite to the pur-
pofe, it comes from him like counterband tea, with
fuch confufion, falfe modefty, and fo feemingly by
ftealth, as makes one almoft cautious of dealing
with him. The truth is he confiders fatire as a
general excife upon wit, which, tho’ no one has lefs
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caufe to be uneafy about, a kind of intelletual
avarice makes him unwilling to fubmit to. Where-
fore, like a covetous trader, rather than pay the
ufual cuftom for the large creditable commerce of
a fair dealer, he chufes to confine himfef to the nar-
row fphere of a fmuggler in converfation. No
wonder then his conver ation is without fpirit, his
delivery without grace, and his carriage without
dignity : All which is owing to the want of that
modeft affurance which confCious worth ought to
give him. Defirous of fteering the mid-way be-
tween levity and dulnefs, the dread of falling into
one extreme joftles him into another. In running
at a break-neck rate from the ridicule of others, he
frumbles into lampooning himfelf; forfeits in trifles
the wifdom he purfues, and the fools he has the
head to defpife he has the weaknefs of heart to un-
der-act for fear of feeming like them. Now muft
it not be own’d that, if Occiput has parts and learn-
ing, he has them to very little purpofe ; fince they
ferve only to make him appear a flovenly, formal,
aukward Scholar ? And yet I will not, to mimic my
adverfary, fay, that it is happy this gentleman is
not married. I am rather difpofed to think it a
pity he fhould not be married before his outward
coat of oddities be too much harden’d into habi for
a wife to polifh away. If any of our fex was to
take him in hand, in all probability fhe might
gradually fmooth him into eafe, laugh off his for=
mal bafhfulnefs, and at the fmall expence of a gen-
teel fuic of cloaths, a new wig, alittle powder and
oil, and a few leflons from Glover, mould the ruftic
fcholar into a compleat gentleman, by finithing to
convince him that it is no ornament to a Man of
fenfe to make the figure of a fool ; nor any blemifh
to the merit of an honeft Aan to drefs like one.
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If there be any truth in that prevailing notion
that where both parents have fenfe, the children
feldom have much ; I would by no means propofe
a match between this gentleman and the learned
lady my adverfary’s acquaintance. For tho’ I give
litcle credit to the library which he has been pleafed
to provide her with, and which could not contribute
to make her what he confefles her to be ; yet from
the fketch he has given of her natural parts, it ap-
pears that her oddities and Occipus’s are owing to
the fame caufe, and a little matter would finifh
both the compleat perfons they are capable of be-
ing: And therefore I think it highly unfic they
thould be Man and wife, however like one ano-
thers left they fhould beget fuch another wit as
our adverfary.

However at his return to England, T think it
would be very proper to publifh the banns between
Campo-bianco and my adverfary’s Dromonia, For
if it be true that the wifeft children are the off-
{pring of a fool and a mad-man, why may it not be
as probable that a crofs breed of oafifh fanaticifm
and wild enthufiam fhould produce an orthodox
babe of grace. If Dromonia is filly to an extrava-
gance of bigotry, Campo-bianco is frantic to the ut-
moft fury of fenfelefs zeal. Commiffion’d by a folemn
fquine of devotion, the fwelling of felf-applaufe,
and the gnawings of envious want of merit, he can
preach anarchy up to the eminence of Chriftian
obedience, blow pride to the warmth of religious
ardour, and deal out damnation by wholefale at the
expence of the clergy. A zealous apoftle of Satan,
he can look the faint and put on the fimilitude of
an angel of light, to make the good rebel and the
wicked blafpheme through defpair, He can thin
Churches by Church authority, overthrow Scrip-
aure by its own words, eant virtue out of practice,
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and. religion into confufion. Fle has bilk’d the
poor of their induftry, the rich of their money 5
rob’d one half the people of their fenfes, the other
half of their confcience ; talk’d libertines out of all
hopes of repentance, the virtuous into diffidence of
their falvation, and deprived church and ftate of
the means to rectify this diforder by the contempt
he has rail’d them into. Nay, a meer ecclefiaftical
prig, by an odd kind of miracle, he has at once
render’d venerable and ridiculous the moft con-
temptible fopperies, by a formal coalition of jarring
ones in his own grotefque figure: Has ranted a
coxcomb’s toupee out of buckle in a fmartly frofted
bob, puff’d away the powder from on¢ young girl’s
locks without ruffling his own, and with his gold-
watch in his hand preach’d poverty to another fo
pathetically, that he had melted the golden pride
on her manteel into folid humility in his own purfe,
if he had not been unluckily defeated witha fmart
repartee by the ferpent of her wit.

However if this folid Divine fhould have too
high an opinion of his own country to entertain
any hopes of gulling it a third time, and Dromonia
too mean a one of Penfilvania to hazard a voyage
thither 5 let her not defpair of a hufband, while
Puzzle-Conftience is in being. This worthy per=
fonage without being a Divine has all the merit re-
quific to qualify him for a Mitre, as Mitres are
{ometimes beftow’d. He is one of your good fort
of M:n, whofe goodnefs, not unlike fome of our
Englifb country roads, is excellent at bottom 5 but (as
the peafants exprefs themfelves) there’s a woondy woy
10’. Bleft with an energic corpulence of flefh and
a happy broadnefs of vifage, where native dulnefs
ranges through every feature unhaunted by the tha-
dow of meaning, he looks a very bifhop for gravi-
ty. His brain the pafture-ground of folly, ignorance,
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and bigotry, like d heath of fern and firz, is 4
Kind of wacant plenitude, if 1 may call it fo, of
{eriptural Texts and common-place arguments fitted
for every religious topic; which by the help of an
all-infpiring pipe of Tobacco aid a pot of porter he
often applies with uncomimon fiiccefs. 'The fairnefs
of his wig, the fmugnefs of his drefs, which for
an old beau is fmart énough, and a fortunate fet.
tlednefs of phiz, add fuch force to his difcourfe, that
after fome hours talk he feldom fails to convifice
you that he is very earncit about fomicthing that is
defignedly good, “tho® you candot tell what, He
is fo eaten up with the zcal of the houfe of the Tord
as to retain but little for himfelf; and therefofe if
he is impertinently forward in rebuking his neigh-
bours for their condugt, they are the more obliged
to him as his charity renders him follicitous to make
others as good Chriftians as he thinks he is, If you
copy not after him, he will be friendly enough to
tell you of your miftake; and if you do, irisa
hundred to orie but he alters his praétice, convinced
that that cannot be lawful for him fo do which he
fees done by frail finners.  Nor is he more fparing,
in his pious reproofs to the clergy than to the laity
he has confulted a body of Divines about a lady’s
dropping afleep in Church, and the manner of
their own behaviour out of it s he once afk’d me,
pioully ftaring 'me out of countenance, whether T
ever faid my prayers with fincerity 5 and to fhew
his own fincerity anothier time a{k’d a feverend
Clergyman, with graceful ferioufnefs, whether he
ever committed fornication after he was in orders :
Nay, Iam told, he defigns, if ever the Convoca-
tion fhould fet again in his time,  to propofe for
their advancement in perfection that all Church-men
fhall go cloath’d in fack-cloth, and wear linen a
groata yard cheaper than winnow-iheets.

I muft
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1 muft confefs that fuch geniufes 4s thefe out-top
¢he abilicies of our féx for divinity, as moft of the
philofophic tribe of that fex diftanceus in trifling with
the feiences. But however we may be excluded from
the facred ftudies by the laws of God, for the reafons
1 have already hinted in my former Effay ; yer I de-
fy the Men to prove from any arguments divine ot
hutman, that we are by nature unqualified for Di-
vinity, ot by any laws of God or nature prohibited
or difencouraged every other commendable fciénce ;
or ‘even that we are lefs or not more capable of fuc-
ceeding in the ftudy of them than any of the Men.
~ Indeed as I have already obferved, we have no
fhare with them in the external advantages leading
to them ; but are we theréfore incapable of them,
To convince us of this the Men fhould prove that
the reafon why we ate not admitted to them is be-
caufe we are_effentially unable to reap any benefit
from them. But this they will find an impracticable
fafk. _Whereas it would be no difficult matter to
prove that the very reafon why they themfelves
acquire fo very little benefit from the fciences is
the confufed notion they have of them in general.

One grand vulgar etror which has crept into
Philofophy, thro’ the extravagance of mannifh learn-
ing, is the very great diftinction made among the
fciences. Infomuch that to follow their round-
ahout methods of teaching them it is impoffible to
find any coherence in them ; and hence perhaps it
is that human underftanding is confider’d in fo li-
mited a light, as to be thought incapable of excel-
ling in many fciences. If we hunt this chimera up
to it’s fource, we fhall find it to proceed from the
fame caufe with that which influences their weak
opinion of #oman-kind, to wit, Prejudice: Which,
confounding Cuftoms with Nature, takes the difpo-
fition of different perfons to different fciences fof;_ a&
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effect of natural temperament, when in reality. it
is more often the cafual effect of neceffity, chance,
or education, - So that would the Mez once make
a facrifice of prejudice to reafon, how plainly
might they not fec that there is in fa& but one
great {cience in the world, whence all the reft, like
{o many branches from their trunk, are natural
emanations 5 which is, the knowledge of ourfelves
and all external objects according to their manner of
affecting us.  The reft of all our knowledges are
dependent on- this, and this well underftood the
others propofed in order and method have no
greater difficulty, nor any thing in them which
the meaneft /Zomen are not as capable of reaching
as the greatelt Men.  The Ideas of natural objeéts
are abfolutely neceffary, and thefe are form’d in all
after the fame manner. A4dam and Eve had them,
as we have: We firlt received them as children
now do, and they have no other way of entrance
into the minds of Mex than of Women, both acquire
them by the ufe of the fenfes.

There is nothing more wanting than fenfation
reflection and artention in obferving the different
appearances of nature, to difcourfe on their effes.
By the help of thefe any one will be capable of re-
marking that the luminous bodies in the heavens
are of an igneous nature, fince they both warm and
light us as our terreftrial fires do 3 and to judge of
their motion and courfes, there needs no more than
comparatively to confider their different and fuc-
ceflive appearances by the help of telefcopes. Now
whocver are able to contain great defigns in the
mind, and fer the fprings of them in agitation,
may with equal eafe and exaétnefs turn there the
whole machine of the world, if they are but care-
ful to remark it’s different appearances. The mind
is always in a&tion, and fhe who has once obferved
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main fprings of nature, and knows how it proceeds
in one thing, may without much drudgery difcover
i’s manner of operating in another : There are but
different degrees between the impreflion made by
the Sun, and by a fpark of Fire; nor is there any
other difference than that of more or lefs, effential
or participative, in all the analogies of nature. So
that to become perfectly verfed in them all there is
neither required exceflive ftrefs upon the mind, nor
violent exercife of the body.

In works of fancy there is much more induftry
and genius wanting, as they are arbitrary, and not
to be perfected fo much by rule as by ftrength of
judgment and delicacy of tafte; which is the rea-
fon perhaps why few AMen fucceed in them fo well
as the #omen. This is evident in the works of the .
needle, the tent, and the loom: Where very great
ikill judgment and dexterity are required to diftric
bute the threads, to mingle the colours, to diverfify
the fhades, to obferve the proportions on a canvas,
and fo place the figures as neither to join them too
clofe nor place them too much afunder; to link
the threads together and render the knots imper-
ceptible ; in a word to place no more in one rank
than in another, neither to croud the fcene nor
leave it too bare, and fo to play with art as to
conceal it’s amﬂance, and make the whole look
with the eafy air of one of nature’s frolics. To ar-
rive to any perfection in this there is need of inven-
tion ; whereas to become miftrefs of the fciences,
a Woman has nothing more to do than to infpedt
with order works already done, compleat in their
kind, and ever uniform, And fuch #omen, as fail
of fucce(s in the ftudy of them, mifs their aim
more from the want of fkill and method in their
mafters, than from the obfcurity of the objetts
themfelves or their own incapacity, For if we
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ferioufly confider'we fhall be obliged to own that
every one of the rational fciences requires much
lefs genius and time than is neceffary to reach to
any excellence in tapeftry, point, or embroidery,
in which the.#/omen undeniably far excel the Men.
The caufe then of the Men’s thinking that fo
much trouble is neceflary to acquire a few know-
ledges, is the tautology with which they croud their
methods of attaining to them. To make their pupils
reach one neceflary truth, they often lead them a
wild-goofe chafe through many unprofitable ones.
All their knowledge generally confifts in a confufed
hiftory of other Men’s fentiments who have gone
before them ; hence moft Men repofing on cuftom
and the credit they give to their mafters, few have
the good fortune to gain a clear conception of
things for want of a natural and concife method in
ftudying them. And therefore perhaps one reafon
why Women, when they apply to the fciences,
make fo much greater proficiency in lefs time and
with lefs labour than the Men, is their having a
greater brilliancy of parts and folidity of judgment
to enable them to fteer the fhorter way to truth.
The two great ends for which we apply our-
felves to ftudy are undoubtedly to attain to a true
knowledge of things, and by that knowledge to
foar to virtue. Now if one truth will not choak
the Men, they muft own that the major part of our
fex are in poffeffion of virtue, which they could
not be, without fufficient knowledge to acquire and
retain it. Wherefore fince knowledge is the hand-
maid to virtue, and the Z7smen in pofieffion of this,
it is the peculiar praife of moft of them to have
gain’d the principal advantage of all {ciences with-
out the opportunity of ftudying them, while all
the ftudy of the Men feems ufeful only to widen
them from the great end they were defign’d fo;.
&
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Tt cannot then be doubted that the Women, who
make fuch excellent ufe of the little knowledge
they are allow’d, would infinitely furpafs the Men,
had they an equal fhare wich them in the advantages
of education : Since itis very vifible that they have
much more natural capacity and difpofition for
improving it. Bur as it is, granting an equal ca-
pacity in both fexes, ’tis a greater wonder that
there ever fhould have been one learned #oman,
than it would have been had all the Mexn been fo,
if we do but confider the inequality ot education
given to the two fexes.

It is commonly believed that Turks, Barbarians,
and Moors, are not fo capable of learning as
Europeans. And yet fhould we once fee half a
dozen Zthiopian Dotors at Oxford or Cambridge,
eminent in the fciences they profefs’d, we fhould
entertain a better notion of them. And furely #o-
men deferve at leaft as much juftice from the Men
as Savages do, and may claim as much right to
their altering their opinion. Shou’d a Man, on
account of the ignorance which at prefent prevails
in Greece, tell a Grecian that all his countrymen
are naturally incapable of ftudying the fciences 5
muft he not blufh if he had any grace left, to hear
the Grecian quote him the illufirious names of a
Plato an Ariftotle, and many other ancients of
equal parts and learning? And what would he
have to reply, if the Grecian fhould add, that if
bis country is not as famous for learning now as it
was formerly, it is for want of the [ame advana
tages? Let our adverfary then fay — may not the
Women in general make ufe of the fame reafoning 2
There have been many #omen illuftrious for parts
and learning ; and if there are not (which I very
much queftion if the veil of modefty was thrown
.afide) as many now as there have been in former
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ages, itis becaufe they have not the fame advan-
tages they then had. ‘But does their not having
thofe advantages annul their right to them ?

It has been deem’d neceffary for the fecurity of
contra@s and the peace of families, that fuch as
with a good confcience have been ina long and
immemorable poffeflion of the goods of fortune
thould not be liable to the difturbance of after-
claims. But it never was heard of that a perfon,
who, by ignorance, negle&, or the furprife of
others, has fallen from his juft right, may, not try
all lawful means to recover his property s and his
incapacity of poffeflion was never confider’d: as
natural but only civil.

As the fame goods of Fortune can not at once
be pofleft by different perfons, it is reafonable to
maintain the actual pofleffors of them with a good
confcience in poffeffion of them to the prejudice
of very ancient proprietors. But it fares not thus
with the goods of the mind : Againft them there
can be no prefeription ; but however long we have
been excluded from them, our right of Replevin
continues inalienable, Every rational being has
a right to good fenef, and all that is intelli-
gible. Reafon is abfolutely unlimited in her jurif-
diction over mankind 5 we are all born to judge
of what concerns and affects us, and if fome cannot
ufe the objetts of fenfe with the fame facility as
others, all bave an equal right to them. Truth
and knowledge, like light and air, are not to be
diminifhi’d by communication. On the con-
trary the more they are participated the more ufeful
and pleafing they are. The greater the number
of perfons employ’d in the fearch of them is, the
fooner their enquiries will meet with fuccefs, and
the more ample they muft be; and therefore had
both fexes been equally bufied in them, how much
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ampler would not their difcoveries now have been
than they really are! Knowledge and truth then
are goods exempted from any prefcription, and
confequently fo are the feiences by which they are
to be attain’d ' So that fuch of our fex as have been
deprived of them hitherto have a right of re-entry
without any injury to thofe Men who are in pof-
feffion of them. And they only, whofe intereft it
is to rule weak minds by opinion and fhew, have
any reafon to apprehend our re-cftablithment in
our right; for fear the fciences becoming as fami=
liar to us as to them we fhould eclipfe all their
glory, and fhew che littlenefs of their geniufes by
the greatnefs of our own.

Their cowardice then in excluding us from the
fciences is nothing inferior to their infolence in
upbraiding us with the want of them. They firft
make laws and cuftoms to deprive us of learning
and then blame us for ignorance. They keep us
from the converfation of Men of fenfe, and then
ate angry for our converfing with fools, tho’ not
from choice but necefiity. Nay pretend to prove
us fools ourfelves, becaufe we have none of their
fex to entertain us but fools. Iagree with my ad-
verfary that it is no bad rule to judge of people
by the company they are fond of 5 but furely our
judgment muft be wrong, when we pretend to
judge of their merit by the company which is fond
of them. I have heard of a Taylor’s being in
love with queen Befs, but am not therefore con-
vinced that fhe was fo with the Taylor. Nay,
once I was told of a Footman’s being immoderate-
ly vain of having been treated very familiarly by
the late king of Sardinia, when the whole familiarity
amounted only to the king’s having given him a
Kick witha Sirrab get out of my way. And were the
fops and coxcombs, who intrude themfelves among
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us, capable of doing juftice to us or themfelves 3
they would have little better favours to boaft of from
us. But granting fome to be fond of their company,
it is quite ftupid to argue that all our fex are filly
creatures, becaufe thofe few are fo. Let but a fajr
comparifon be made and the oppofic truth will
appear.

What a prodigious deal of time and money is
generally fpent to make the Men fit for fomething 3
{even years of {chool, as much at college, and
often half as much in travels: Which after all
{erve only to compleat them clowns, fops, dunces
or pedants ;5 while the #omen, without any of thefe
expenfive aids, make appear a fine underftanding
well improved, at an age when the others but be-
gin to learn the neceflity of hiding their folly and
ignorance. Whatever then our adverfary may be
difpofed to fay or think, experience thews that the
generality of Women learn under all difadvantages
to make a better ufe of fenfe than the Men do:
And if there are fome incorrigible fools among us,
1 am fure they are fools at much lefs coft and pains
than thofe of the other fex.

To prove the fuperior genius of Womankind it is
almoft fofficient to behold them : Their look and
air is more fenfible, ttately, and happy than the
Men's. In Women the forehead is generally lofty
and large, the eyes lively and quick, and the
whole vifage full of vivacity, which are ufual
marks with Phyfiognomifts of wit and Jjudgment.
And their brain being generally temper’d with
heat and moifture, which renders the mind quick
and piercing, they have moftly an excellent ima-
gination, a ready invention, and an eafy difcern-
ment. . Their memory is for the moft part happy
and their fancy fprightly ; they reprefent things
with a pleafingnefs that is quite infinuating, they
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are confeffedly fortunate in their expreffion, and
much readier than the Men in finding out turns and
expedients the minute they are wanted.  The
natural wit of Women, with a lictle application,
will fuffice to acquire them a folidity of judgment :
And many of them have fhewn it with as much
delicacy as the muft learned of the oppofit fex.
This is fo true that the ableft authors have gene-
rally thewn more apprehenfion for their works,
from the criticifm of the ladies, than of any of their
own fex. For my own part, I muft confefs I am
much lefs concern’d about the judgment the Men
will pafs on this little Treatife and my former one,
than I am about the fate they will meet with from
judges of my own fex. Iam fenfible that the ma-
ny defects which may be found in both cannot
efcape their penetration. The ftile is not equal nor
the expreflions proportion’d to the dignity of the
fubject. I have omitted, even purpofely, many
weighty obfervations, which might have greatly
illuftrated fome points which I have touch’d upon
but flightly, and many fubjects I have totally
neglected, which had been of themfelves worthy
confideration, But let ‘the charalter 1 write in
plead my excufe. Had it been poffible for me to
change fex and yet retain the honeft impartiality
which infpires me at prefent 5 I might have fpoken
much bolder truths. Butas I happen to bea Womarn,
many noble things I might fay to their praife, tho®
1 have not the leaft thare in them, would be look’d
upon as fulfom compliments paid myfelf, if I
{poke them ; as they are generally taken for the
excrefcencies of gallantry in thofe Men who are
honeft enough to #Zomen to do them juftice.
Neither am T ignorant that fome ladies will be
angry with me for what I have faid, however con-
feious they are of the truths I have advanced. That
5 modeity
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modefty which leads them into the miftake of cons
cealing their own fuperior merit, and the fear they
are in of incenfing the irrational tyrants of the other
fex to redouble their ferocity will make them
look upon this as a rafh attempt, which inftead of
healing their wounds will only be a pretext for
their Butchers to gall them with frefh ones. But
Tet them refleét that if the Men of fenfe and fpirit
can but be reafon’d out of following the example of
the fools and cowards they have to deal withs
thefe will eafily be thimed and feared intojufing #o-
men better, to cloke that bafenefs which actuates
them. For it is very remakable that nothing is
more fubject to fear and fhame than that bullying
race who ill-treat their wives; as nothing could
Ipirit a Man to lord it over a Woman, but that
heartlefs cowardice which makes him fond of in-
fulting the only creature he has a power over,
from the fingle confideration of his having more
brutal ftrength, and a legal authority to exert it.
Befides let fuch of my fair readers, as may be dif-
pofed to think I'have carried fome things too far,
reflect that T have no where gone beyond the
ftricteft rules of truth 5 and if I have too ftrongly
proved our right to an equal fhare of power, dig-
nity and efteem with the Men, and our natural
capacity of furpaffing them, I have notwithftand-
ing never aim’d at wrefting the power they are
in pofleflion of out of their hands,” On the con-
trary, let all I have advanced be candidly con-
fider’d, it will be found that I have declared open-
ly againft it. I have indeed in my-former treatife,
and again in this, endeavour’d to fpirit my fex to
have that jult efteem for themfelves which is re-
quifit to force the Mex to pay them thar efteem
which is theit due. If any blame me for this let
them refleét on the advice of Pytbgoras: Above all
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things be Jure to bave a due refpefd for. yourfelf.
If we think meanly of ourfelves; how can we be
furprifed if that ungenerous fex fhould lay hold
of it to load us with the contempt we feem con-
fcious of deferving. No, the only way to force
thofe unjuft creatures to do us juftice is to be juft
to ourfelves, by the improvement of our minds,
the enrichment of our hearts, and fuch a conduct
as may convince them that if we are content to be
fubject to them it is not for want of talents to
command them. Iam for fiewing them that our
fubmitting to aét in a more confined {phere is only
owing to the fuperiority of our virtue, and the
want of that avarice, arrogance, and ambition
which are the great infpirers of the beft actions of
moft of them.

The only indulgence then I have’to crave from
my fair partners in oppreffion is, that fuch of
them as modefty, humility, or contrated timidity,
may have induced to be difpleafed with fome
ftrokes of mine, would favour the whole of what
1 have written with a fecond perufal ; in order to
qualify themfelves for judging juftly and unpreju-
dicediy. If they do this, whatever faults they may
find with the method or expreffion, for being fo
fhort of the delicacy of their own talent and tafte,
1 am confident they cannot difapprove of the rea-
foning and defign.” I have no where been for the
Women’s depatting from their character : But have
aim’d wholly at giving it i’s true luftre, by
fhewing that the modefty, meeknefs, humility and
referve, which are fo infeparably blended with it,
are no arguments of their wanting fenfe, courage,
condué, and fpirit, to aé in a much fuperior
fphere than they chufe to do. If I have not
treated this fubje&t in fo compleat a manner as
fome of my fex now in being are capable of
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doing, I frankly own it to be more owing to wané
of genius than of matter. I was confeious indeed
from my firft fecting out, that among the infinite
arguments [ could produce of the fuperior talents of
Woman the vitible littlenefs of my own would ap-
pear a perplexing argument againft me.  Still an
irrefiftible love of truth, fpite of all difadvantages,
made me refolve to do the reft of my fex all the
jultice I was capable of, however I might fuffer
by ‘having it done to myfelf. If there be any
rathnefs in this, I am content that fuch of my fex
as are capable of excelling me in fuch an under-
taking fhould blame my forwardnefs, provided
they will give me leave to blame them in turn for
their remifinefs, in not exerting their abilities in fo
Jjutt a caufe. For the reft I fhall regret no freedoms
which any ladies may think proper to take with
my flender productions, if they will but indulge
me the innocent liberty of exhorting them to apply
themfelves to the fciences, without regarding the
little reafons of the Men, whofe jealoufy is fo in-
duftrious to divert them from the improvement
they might thence gather. ~ Truth and knowledge
are the only objects worthy their being follicitous
after; and thefe they have a mind capable of
reaching in the moft perfect manner, It is there-
fore an indifpenfable duty in them to put them-
felves in a condition to avoid that reproach, which
the flifling truth and knowledge in ignorance and
indolence would juftly bring upon them. Neither
have they any other way to guard themfelves
from the error and furprife to which they are
perpetually expofed, whofe knowledge is but a
kind of colletion of oral traditions, for the truth of
which they have little better chan Gazesteer authority.
In a word they have no other certain means to
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fecure happinefs to themfelves throughi life by a
fteady purfuit of virtuc and prudence.

What advantages and delight may they not reap
from a ferious application to ufeful ftudies, as well
when they are in company as in private. The fa-
tisfaction they tafte in hearing others difcourfing
on elevated fubjedts may fuffice to give them
fome idea of the exquifit pleafure they may reap
by being enabled to treat upon them themfelves.
They might by fuch means render the moft trivial
topics of converfation fovereignly profitable and
pleafant, by treating them in a more elegant man-
ner than the vulgar do. And by joining to that
delicacy of manners, which is their undifputed pro-
perty, 2 fund of ufeful knowledges with a folidity
of reafoning, they muft affect their hearers with
pleafure, improvement and admiration. What
entertainment, delight and reputation then would
not their drawing:rooms afford them, if changed
into academies! And with what folid peace and
recreation would not their very retirement be at-
tended! Never lefs alone than when alone, how
many folitary hours would they be able to fill with
advantageous amufements! How many melancholy
thoughts would be diffipated by the pleafing pen-
fivenefs of mind-engroffing ftudy ! How many
griefs expell’d by the folace of philofophy ! How
many foul-dilating comforts might they inhale
from the leGure of well-written books! How ma-
ny diverting voyages and journies might they take
over a globe! How widely might they range the
world, penetrate to the very center of the earth and
feas, or foar to the higheft heavens on the wings
of fancy, without danger, expence, or the pains of
firring from their clofets! How little time would
they then find occafion for means to affaffinate !
Or rather how follicitous would they then be to
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multiply their minutes to hours, their days to
months, and their years to ages! The thirft of
learning which the bare tafte of truth is capable of
giving would make them live an eternity by anti-
cipation, and grafp an infinity of knowledge in
imagination and with.

Such of my fex as have been earlily o far infected
by the artifice of the Men as to have only an ambi-
tion to pleafe may by the help of ftudy gratify even
that weaknefs, and render it both ufeful to others
and unhurtful to themfelves. The beauty of the
mind, which is to be attain’d only by a proper
application to ftudy, cannot but add a double luftre
to their native charms, #omen of very ordinary per=
fons, who are but witty and provided with ufeful
knowledge, are generally cfteemed by both fexess
and however homely they may appear, their ad-
vantages of mind cultivated by ftudy fo amply fup-
Ply the fcantinefs of natural graces and fortune, that
we often fee them talk themfelves handfome and
agreeable in the eyes of the niceft critics of beauty.
What power of charming then may not thofe
ladies without vanity hope for, who to all the
endearments which nature and fortune could lavith
on their perfons add the fuperior graces of a mind
and heart enrich’d with ufeful learning and virtue §
By the authority of thefe, both the one and the other
fort muft attract the admiration and efteem of all
Men, they will be admitted into the moft refined
entertainments of the learned of the oppofit fex,
and reign in their hearts on a double account, The
Men will find it their intereft to confult them
in every affair of importance ; and tho® the love
of power may hinder thofe from admitting them
fo any fhare in government, they will at leaft treat
them with deference, as they become fenfible of
wanting their advice and afiftance to execute with
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fafety and honour the affairs they are charged with,
There is then no one reafon to be aflign’d why
the #omen fhould not apply themfelves to the
ftudy of the fciences; buc there are many and
weighty ones too why they fhould: The leaft of
which is that properly methodifed ftudies can be
no injury to any of them, however little progrefs
they fhould be able to make ; and muft be of emi-
nent fervice to them and to all Mankind in general.
Since if they take care, as they will when proper-
ly inftruéted, not to let their ftudies break in upon
the immediate duties of their ftation, they cannot
fail to turn ouc better children, better parents,
better fervants, miftrefles, or wives, and better
fubjecs to the ftate, than indolencejand ignorance
is capable of making them.

From what I faid in my former treatife con-
cerning the natural ability of #omen for military
offices, no one could well be fo weak as to imagin
I wanted my fex to be admitted to any fhare in
them. The contrary muft appear very plain from
what I there faid. "I neither meant nor could
mean any thing more than on one hand to expofe the
exceflive fillinefs of the Men who force them-
felves to believe from the #omen’s being excluded
from warlike exercifes, that they are naturally
cowards and therefore unfit for them; and on the
other hand, to thew that the heart of #oman is no
lefs capable by nature of that fteady refolution
which makes up virtuous courage, than her head
is of that fenfe and difcretion which is requifit to
diftinguith the proper occafions for exerting it
And I think T havealready fo fully proved that the
Men have no more title to cither than the #omen,
that it is needlefs to add much more on that fubject.
If the Men are more hardy than we are ; that ad~
vantage, as I have already obferved, ought greatly
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to be attributed to their difference of education, Were
both fexes equally exercifed the one might poffibly
acquire as much vigour as the other. Nay, we
have feen it verified in fa@ in many common-
wealths, where wreftling and other execifes were
common to both fexes; and if the accounts of our
mariners be right, the fame is fill true among a
fore of Amazonian race in the fouth parts of Ame-
rica; not to mention that virago breed among the
Dutch, who are ftronger and hardier than the
ftouteft Men among them. If many Women are
fhy and timorous even out of the neighbourhood
of danger, they may thank the Men for the excef-
five induftry made ufe of to inure them from their
infancy to fear, A girl is tayght not to think her-
felf in fecurity under the eye of her governefs, nor
under the wings of her ‘mother ; is perpetually
frighted with ftories of Hob-goblins in all the cor-
ners of the houfe, and ever provided with matter
of fear againft the is alone. In the ftreets, in the
town, in the country, or wherever fhe is there is
fomething to apprehend for her fafety : And not
even the church is to exempt her from perils if
without her guards, 'What waonder then the great-
eft natural courage fhould be loft in fear, or that
this thould grow up with children thus educated 2
And yet it is undeniable matter of fagt that Women
can and often have furmounted all thefe fears, and
dared the greateft real dangers on laudable occa-
fions. If there are a few fuch inconfiftent creatures
as my adverfary’s friends Tremula and Viragina,
as I never intended to efpoufe the caufe of fuch, or
any of the fools or bad #/omen he has been pleafed
to expofe, I think it but little concerns me to
plead any excufe for them; and therefore fhall
leave them to juftify themfelves as well as they can.
Neither do I think it at all reflets any difgrace gn
our
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. our fex, that there a few 7/omen of bad or weak
. characers; confidering how few they comparative-
1y are, and how much the far greater part of #%o-
aen out-Thine the Men in fenfe, and virtue, while
the worft characters of a few particulars among
them are very fhort of the wickednefs and folly
of many general charatters among thefe. The
bringing a character or two of a few cowardly
Waomen, bred up in the fchool of fear, can have but
little force to prove that all #omen are cowards by
nature; while hiftory perpetuates the memory of
many who have facrificed their lives for a good
caufe. The few inftances I have produced in my
former Treatife may exempt me from quoting the
warlike bravery of Deborab, Thaleftris, Penthefilea,
Camilla, and many others, who have gallantly fought
in the caufe of their country, I might add a lift of
innumerable female martyrs, who have braved the
acuteft torments mannifh brutality could invent,
baffled the barbarous invention of the crueleft ty-
rants, and fmiled on death for the fake of Chrift.
1 might bring up the rear with a warlike maid of
France, who freed her Prince and country from
over-powering oppreffion, fnatch’d conqueft from
a victorious enemy, and died as bravely amidft the
flames, as fhe had fought intrepidly her way to
glory through the fwords of innumerable hofts. But
what need is there for fo many inftances to prove
an undeniable truth, that #omen in general never
want a heart to defpife death, whenever it ftands
in competition with their honour or their con-
{cience ? Let the memory of the brave and virtuous
Mallonia never be forgotten, whom all the pro-
mifes and affiduities of Tiberius could never induce
to fuffer the leaft ftain on her chaflity ; and yet
when in confequence of his brutal revenge fhe was
facrificed t the violence of his domeftics, as bravxs
e
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fhe was chafte, fo far was fhe from fetting any value
on life, or having any dread of death or pain, that
fhe nobly wafh’d off her difgrace with her generous
blood, by lodging a dagger in her breaft. The
daughter of Sextus Marius, immortal Rubellia, a-
voided the like difgrace by timely difpatching her-
felf. And Eufebia, the beautiful Eufebia, died on
the fame glorious account by her own undaunted
hand, to efcape the favage violence of the Em-
peror Maxentius, Nor was the death of Zenuna
a lefs glorious inftance of the intrepidity of our fex
where our honour is concern’d. This lady for her
extraordinary beauty was promifed to the Grand
Signior Selvin by his general Mahomet, who was
befieging Nicoffia in which fhe then was. But her
valour and virtue difappointed them both. She
was inform’d of the defign againft her, and there-
fore as foon as ever the town was taken fhe threw
herfelf into that part of it which was in flames, to
preferve her chafticy uofullied.  Adrockia and Ai-
¢idda, the daughters of Antipenus Prince of Thebes,
to reftore peace and fafety to their country, to
which their exquifit beauty ‘and extraordinary me-
rit were like to be the innocent means of ruin and
utmoft defolation, generoufly kill’d themfelves.
But was I to rebearfe a thoufandth part of the
glorious deeds of this kind done by #omen I thould
never have done.

I do not pretend however, from any thing I
have faid concerning the valour of thefe illuftrious
ladies, to juftify fuicide. Even in them nothing
but the ignorance and fuperftition of the barbarous
ages they lived in could excufe felf-deftruction,
But thofe were times when the extravagance of
mannifh wickednefs was fuch, as laid.them under a
neceflity of deifying the moft horrid vices, as they
Jbad not yer the fecrer of our modern heroes of

iniquity
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iniquity to kee}: vice in countenance, by dethroning
the powers of Heaven and treading re¥gion into
contempt. No wonder then that the #7omen of thofe
times,who could have no other lights of religion to
act by than they received from the Men, fhould
refcue themfelves from vice and corruption, by fuch
means as they were taught to look upon as the moft
heroi¢ of virtues, And however the action be cri-
minal in itfelf, it was undoubtedly noble in them
under fuch circumftances ; and is fufficient to prove
that 77omen have as much true courage as the Men,
when their own virtae and honour or the public
good calls upon them to exert it. Tho® indepen-
dently of all thefe inftances, there needs no greater
argument of their courage and fpiric than that they
dare be virtuous, notwithftanding the little chance
they have of being as all upon any equal footing
with the Men while they perfevere to be fo.

The conduét of Women, whatever kind of life
they embrace, is generally fpeaking remarkably
virtuous 3 they who chufe to keep their freedom,
feem born only for patterns and examples to others;
Chriftian modefty appears in their countenance and
drefs, and honour and goodnefs feem to make their
chief ornaments. In a word, their affiduity in works
of piety and religion is a fufficient proof thac
their chief reafon for not engaging in a matrimo-
nial ftate was to enjoy fuch a liberty of mind
and fuch a freedom of heart as might difpenfe
them from attending to any other objeés than hea-
venly ones. Humanity and Chriftian compaffion
are virtues fo peculiar to our fex that they feem
born with us, The miferies of our neighbours, our
enemies not excepted, feldom fail to affe€t us with
a concern little inferior to that with which we feel
ourown: And any fuffering of others need but
reach our eyes to penetrate to our fouls. Is it nIOt

the
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the Wimén who in public calamities ate the moft
Javifh in their charities > Which of the two fexes is
the readieft to melt into compaffion for the poor,
to vifit the fick, or to relieve the imprifon’d?
Tho’ I cannot think it a jot more abfurd to ridi-
cule and contemn fuch generous creatures as be-
neath the very miferable objets they voluntarily
fubmit to ferve, - than it is to fay or think that
Women are inferior to the Men, becaufe the former
have virtue and fortitude enough, for the fake of
peace and charity, to fubmit to the flavery of hu-
mouring the /atter, tho’ fo very much in general
below them in every confideration but that of bulk
and ftrength.

It would be endlefs to defcend to particulars :
Otherwife was I to relate the feveral virtues which
JWomen make appear in the different occurrences of
life, 1 might fay enough to ftrike envy itfelf dumb,
and force jealoufy to do them juftice. I could
fhew to what a length they carry their temperance
in eating, their fobriety in drinking, and their
moderation in every innocent pleafure of life. How
thining is their patience in trouble, their courage
in dangers, their fortitude in affliction, their con-
flancy under the fharpeft pangs! How frequent
their fatigues, their faftings, their watchings, for
the eafe of their hufbands and the good of their
children! What compliance do they not ufe thac
they may live peaceable with the former, fubmit-
ting to their caprice, doing nothing without
their confent, and laying a reftraint on themfelves
in the moft innocent freedoms, as well as depriving
themfelves of the moft harmlefs pleafures, merely
to free them from fantaftic fufpicions! But without
enlarging on thefe truths, for a confirmation of
them I need but remit my candid readers to their
own obfervation, What I omit, to fpare the

modefty
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modefty of my fair fifters, the honeft part of the
Men have continual opportunities of obferving in
public and private, at court as wellas in the clofet,
at public aflfemblies, or domeftic interviews, in the
poor as well as the rich, and in #omen of every
quality rank and degree.

To draw then to a conclufion let it fairly be con-
fider’d, what my adverfary has done for the de-
fence of his own fex, and the hamiliation of ours.
‘Why truly throughout his whole laborious drudge-
ry of wit he has been able to fum up no better ar-
guments than a few voluntary afiertions, mifapplied
witticifms, difagreeable charaters applicable only
to a very few particulars, a heap of abufive quota-
tions, and an idle collection of foul-mouth’d fcur-
rilities from the Ancients as void of rruth and ap-
pearance of reafon, as thofe of his own advancing.
But among all this congeries of impertinencies he
has not been able to contradict one fingle argument
I have advanced in my former Treatife ; and tho’
he has many times labour’d to do it, he has hob-
bled fo in the attempt as palpably to point out the
lamenefs of the caufe lie efpoufes. As to'the learn-
ed on whofe authority our adverfary lays fuch a
mighty ftrefs, there cannot need much difficulty to
rid us of them. Every one knows that as their
profeflion does not oblige them to the firicteft en-
quiries, probability and appearance to Poefs and
Orators, to Hiftorians the teftimony of antiquity
however falfe, and to Lawyers cuftom and practice
however fenfelefs are generally fufficient for pur-
fuading, which is the chief end they propofe to
themfelves. Indeed as to Philofopbers, one might
expect fomething more folid from them, as they
are apt to lay a claim to abundance of wifdom.
‘Tho? if we examin their writings, and compare the
many abfurdities they advance with the few tolerable *
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things they ftumble upon, and again compare the
beft of their reafonings with the common of their
actions 3 we fhall find them for the moft part a fet
of inconfiftent madmen, creatures poffeft of as little
jutt title to the name of Wifemen as our Bediam
penfioners, who probably might have acquired the
title of fages t0o, had they lived in thofe ignoranc
bigotted ages, when their rants would have been
taken for infpirations, and the rational things they
utcer in their lucid intervals for grave apothegms.
Neverthelefs I have plainly fhewn that thefe gen-
tlemen, whatever they might fay in their delirious
fits, have not fail’d to do the 7#omen juttice at their
returns of reafon, 'Tho’ had they never faid any
thing in our favour, what they have faid to our
difparagement can have little weight in the eyes of
the fenfible part of Mankind, fince they are not
only to be confider’d as Mex and confequently
parties concern’d, but likewife as fubject to the
fame humours, prejudices, paffions, peevifhnefs,
revenge, &', as the reft of that fex ; and therefore
as they have not ftrengthen’d their affertions with
any ftronger appearance of reafon than our adver=
fary has his, -all they fay or he fays can amount to
nothing in point of evidence.

The fame may be faid of thofe other claffic au-
thors my adverfary has been fo free with; if they
have faid any thing in fome parts of , their writings
to the difcredit of fome Women, they have faid
more to their advantage in general; and none of
them all have been half fo fevere on the fair fex as
they have been on their own, but particularly
Juvenal, whom our adverfary quotes with fo much
pomp.  For if in one of his furly fits he has fallen
foul on the #omen, and undiftinguithingly abufed
them in one fatire ; he found vices enough among
the Men to beftow all his other fifteen upor them,

However
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However for the fummary of all the accufations
laid againft us, it is faid by thefe gentlemen that
we are more malicious and wicked than the Men.
Now furely the Men cannot mean by this charge
that there are more bad Women than bad Men :
For that isa manifeft falthood, We have no fhare
in public employments, the abufe of which is the
caufe of all public calamities ; and in private life
our virtue is too exemplary to be difputed, and
the diforders of the other fex too notorious to call
them in queftion. All then which our accufers
either ancient or modern can mean by calling us
great evils, or wicked things, muft be that fuch
of our fex as do give their minds to evil do it in a
more refined manner, and drive it farther than the
Men are able to do however willing. Now grant-
ing this to be fo, what can our adverfary infer
from hence but what is rather to the credic than dif-
credit of our fex in general ? It is impoffible for a
Woman to be capable of doing much mifchief
without having good parts and a capacity to do
as much good. So that in this bad #omen com-
paratively eyed with Men are but like rich wicked
perfons, who are more wicked than the poor, be-
caufe more in a condition for hurting. If fuch
Women can do much harm they could alfo do
much good. As therefore it is owing to the igno~
rance the Men educate them in that they are worfe
than Men 5 knowledge on the contrary would
make them as much better. But as I cannot ima-
gin my adverfary will undertake to defend the
actions of all the felons, murderers, parricides,
tyrants and vile perfons of his fex, fo neither do
I think myfelf obliged to defend the few perfons of
ours, who have been guilty of manifeft crimes.
No, We are as ready to give them up to publie
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refentment as our adverfary, or any of his fex
can be for devoting them to it.

The queftion is not whether there have been and
are any ill #omen in the world, but whether there
have not been and are not actually many more good
ones. That there are is a truth fo manifeft that
our antagonift will find it no eafy tafk to dif~
prove it. At leaft to carry on the attempt with
fuccefs he muft come a little clofer to the point
than he has hitherto done.  For after all will the
boldly advancing things without making them out,
the cracking a joke, quoting a few fentences
from Men in a paffion or out of their fenfes,
railing with abufive fluency, fearching all hiftory
and ranging the whole nation for a few fingular
inftances of bad #omen, fuffice to juftify his fing-
ing victory as he does? Tho’ T am not difpofed to
difpute the truth of the characters he has given,
yet they are fo very odd and uncommon that,
however well each may fuit the Woman it was
drawn to refemble, they are fo very unlike the
generality of my fex, that few would be inclined
to think that any Woman is affected by them.
The fame cannot be faid of the portraits I have
here given of the Men. I made but one perfon in-
deed fet for each s and yet every one is a near re-
femblance of fo many, that moft people, I dare fay,
will be inclined to think them defign’d for the out-
lines of the Whole fex. So that like the famous
piece of Apelles, once they are expofed to public
view, I fhall not be furprifed to hear all the up-
tight unfeather’d animals in the town braying to
their likenefs in fome one or other of them. ~But
however loud and ungrateful a noife this confufion
of uncouth founds may produce, it will only ferve
to divert me, as it can affe@ no otherwife than

with
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with laughter any of that fex who have a juft title

to the character of Men of fenfe and virtue.
For I do not deny that there are fome nay many
who are fuch, though it muft ftill be own’d that
thofe many would dwindle to the appearance of a
very infignificant number, if compared with the
much greater number of Mez who can juttly lay
no pretence to being either virtuous or fenfible,
Still I am willing to be juft, which I could not be
was I to follow my adverfay’s method of involving
the innocent with the guilty. Tho’ it may be per-
fectly agreeable to his principles, from the over-
ftrain’d characters of a few particular bad and foolith
Women, as much fhun’d and defpifed by us as by
himfelf, to draw in his conclufion a general odium
upon our whole fex 3 I fhould think it both wicked
and abfurd in me to conclude that all the Men are
knaves or fools or both, becaufe much the major
part of them are fo. No, let the guilty of both
fexes bleed, if my adverfary will have it fo, till their
worthlefs lives ebb out: But let not the innocent
feel the edge of fatire’s weapon. Since the major
part of our fex are virtuous and difcreet, what dan-
ger have the Men to apprehend from acknowledg-
ing them fuch? And if there are a few Men of
fenfe and honour, exceptions from the general rule,
why fhould we be afhamed to do them juftice ? I
myfelf know fome of this character and refpeét
them as fuch 3 and tho’ many of my fex have but
100 bleeding reafon to be averfed to the whole of the
other for the little fenfe or virtue they have found
in any ; to fpeak impartially I may juftly fay that
1 have no perfonal reafon to be offended with fo
much as one. Thanks to propitious providence the
light of life it has placed me in has raifed me above
the reach of knaves, and bleft me with the liberty
of fhunning fools. The little acquaintances I have
¥ chofen
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chofen to cultivate with any of that fex has ever
been with Aen of fenfe, and thofe, for aught I
have reafon to believe, Men of virtue too, In-
deed I have never had and hope I never fhall have
occafion to put fo trial the honour and honefty of any
but two, as I have never encouraged an intimacy
with any but them, and their goodnefs is trial-
proof. One is Honorio my guardian, and Claudio
who was my writing-mafter is the other.

This gencleman has very good natural parts,
and without any regular education has treafur’d up
in his mind a great many very ufeful knowledges,
by the help of which, and the excellent reflections
which experience has taught him the art of making,
he is qualified to afford folid entertainment to per-
fons of the beft and moft improved underftanding.
It is difficult however to fay which in him is beft
the mind or the will: Since if from the one we
may guefs that properly applied he would have
been capable of fhining in any fphere he had been
placed in; the other difcovers a Ppropenfity to
every thing that is good. Not only a ftriét moral
Man but an exemplary Chriftian, he has an uni-
verfal benevolence for all Mankind. In fhort it
may truly be faid, that with regard to intential
good his head and his heart are never at odds,
And yet with all thefe virtuous and fenfible quali-
ties there are fome vifible defeéts in both. His de-
fire of feeing all Men a5 good as he labours to be
himfelf makes him_infupportably peevifh to thofe
who are not fo 3 and his love of truth, which makes
him often miftake good-breeding for infincerity,
and therefore hurries him into an offenfive affe@a.
tion of bluntnefs, puts it out of his power to
make them otherwife. With goodnefs to a fault
he is humble to inconfiftency. = For while he la-
bours to enhance and raife his virtues in the ﬁghi
03
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of God by his own mean opinion of thém, he de-
prefies and forfeits his fenfe in a thoufand childifh
ways to the eyes of the world by rating it too high.
Tho’ a very good writing-mafter what he chiefly
excells in is accompts.  He has happily hit upon a
new and eafier way of working fome few rules in
arithmetic, and the vanity with which this little
excellence is fwoln in his heart, too narrow for
every thing but naked piety, boils up to his very
brain and intoxicates the whole Man: Infomuch
that there is great danger, if I may be allow’d the
metaphor, of his drowninga world of folid meric
ina fea of froth. If you afk him a queftion on

»ever fo important or indifferent a fubject it is much

if he don’t anfwer you with a numerical problem.
His confcioufnefs of being a goPd figurift renders it
difficule to convince him thatis not as good a
Merchant, Lawyer, Phyfician, Soldier, Statefman,
Philofopher and even Divine ; when but for the
hopes I retain of his recovery from this profound

) dream, I fhould fear that he will foon ceafe to be

both a good companion and a good Mazn. And yet
notwithftanding all thefe excrefcencies I think no
Man at prefent more worthy the refpect efteem and
friendfhip of all who know him than Claadio, “if I
€except one. :

That one is Honorio, whofe extraordinary
worth the happy years I lived under his wing
afforded me frequent opportunities of becoming
thoroughly acquainted with. What is aftonithing,
for a nobleman, he has both excellent parts and 2
great deal of learning : And what is more aftonifh-
ing ftill, he is poffeft of the quintefience of honour
unborrow’d from titles. Not a great Man becaufe
a lord, the excellence of his underftanding and
probity led rather than raifed him to the peerage :
The firft of his illuftrious family rewarded with a

coronet,
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coronet, he is behind none of his anceftors in the
worth which deferves one ; and the glory to which
his great and good qualities have lifted his race
and name in his own perfon can receive no other
augmentation than that of additional ermin. And
yet not all this tide of fplendor can hurry him to
pride or meannefs: But fafely fteering from either
extreme along the mid-ftream of dignity, he can
ftoop with courtefy to the perfon the moft abject
who has virtue and fenfe, while with contempr he
overlooks folly or vice in the higheft eminence.
Humanity feems to have taken up her favaurite
feat in his bofom ; and all other virtues in concert
with wifdom {feem to have entrench’d themfelves
in his heart to reign fecure from the attacks or fur-
prifes of a vicious idiot world. It will feem an
hyperbole in a peer when T add that he is not only
a nice Chriftian in his own practice, but zealous in
the propagation of the Chriftian name both: at
home and abroad in the way he thinks right ; and.
with the art of frequenting a court untainted by it’s
vices, he has the happy fecret to make his own
manfion a chapel of eafe without the form of ane,
by the fancity of his manners, the purity of his
converfation, and the ftrength of his example. In
thort he almoft excels my adverfary’s ideal Phi-
lantbropus, and is very near as perfect a being as
human nature can afpire to: The beft of hufbands,
the beft of fathers, the beft of guardians, the beft
of fubjects, and to every one; who has the leaft
pretenfion to merit, the beft of friends. Still Ho-
aorio has his foibles: He is a little difpofed to carry
politics to party, and fuffers his religion to lean a
little to bigotry. An excefs of loyalty to the
prince he loves make him backward to oppofe the
meafures of a minifter he difapproves ; and preju-
dice for the fect he was educated in makes him
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Jabour rather to convince himfelf that the faith he
profefies is right, than to examin impartially whecher
it really is fo or not.  So that this excellenc Man,
with the moft generous zeal for the good of his
country and religion, trufts the one to fancy and
the other to chance.

What a pity is it, and at the fame time what a
deplorable fatality on that fex, that the moft amia-
ble and the moft glorious characters among them
thould be thus furrounded with oddities! But it is
even fo ; and inconfiftency is fo infeparably blend-
ed with their nature that they would ceafe to be
Men could they be all of a piece.

Where fhall we find among the Mez that uni-
form grandeur of foul which is fo univerfally ad-
mired in Clarilla. Ever the fame inflexibly good
and always difcreet, her wifdom and virtue know
no alteration but the improvement which every
day produces in her mind and heart. The beauty of
her external frame is fuch as Angels would make
choice of in an earthly embafly, to make themfelves
more welcome ; and then her foul feems forn’d of
the fame heavenly fubftance theirs are. Al fpiric
life and intuition, her very look is fenfe, her
words are emanations of intelligence, and all her
aétions thought. Miftrefs of every ufeful know-
ledge fcience can impart, and more the miftrefs of
herfelf, tho’ born to outfhine the brighteit geniufes
the letter’d world is lit by, like cloifter’d faints the
courts obfcurity behind the veil of modefty. Her
beauty, fenfe, and learning contribute no more to
make her forward or afluming than her referve
does to make her folemn, formal or affected. Buc
gay with a becoming gravity, affable with dignity,
and focial with decorum, whether filent or fpeak
ing fthe is ever affording inftru&ion while intent to
receive it. Such grace and meaning animate her
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fpeech and praice, that all fhe fays or does breathes
out the wifdom fhe is big with and looks the faint
the is. In her the very pantings of the heart are
virtues : For every virtue has a manfion there,
But till benevolence, Chriftian benevelence, like
the noon-day orb gives life and light to all the reft,
and like that too fheds it’s unbounded influence on
good and bad alike, For Clarilla is a Chriftian,
and an obfervant one too, not by chance, caprice,
or.prejudice, but infpiration and conviction ; and
fo clofe a copy of her Saviour that fhe is all to all
to - gain all, honouring the wife with efteem,
diftinguithing the good with her friendfhip, and
treating the bad with tendernefs, indulgence and
merey. It is enough to be poor, or afflicted to
obtain relief from her and more than enough to
be fick, in prifon, or diftrefs, to merit the bleffing
of her fight and affiftance, The widow the or-
Phan and oppreft find made up in her the lofs of a
hufband a father and a friend 5 and if all human
nature feel not the effets of her unlimited bounty,
’tis for want of her having a fortune to fupply all,
and hands to diftribute it.  And yet the fuffers not
the money and time fhe beftows on the neceflitous
to injure the circumftances of her family, or break
in upon her duties to it. She is as induftrious in
her ceconomy at home as fhe is liberal in her
¢harities abrcad. And the prudence with which
fhe diftributes her pity enables her to be fo. She
has a time for the embellithment of her mind, a
time for the affairs of her houfe, a time for'con-
verfation wich her domeftic friends and out-door
acquainiance, a time for the relief of her neighbour,
and a time for her innocent relaxation s and eho® the
purity of her intention makes all thefe but fo many
varied fcenes of prayer, fhe can ftill find a time
to allot more efpecially to private devotion. hBy

thefe
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thefe fagacious means fhe has gain’d a happy
facility of acting fucceflively the part of a wife,
virtuous, careful, tender wife to her hufband, a
difcreet and indulgent parent to her children, a
gracious miftrefs to her fervants, an inftrutive
entertaining companion to her friends and acquain-
tance, an univerfal benefactrefs to human nature,
a judicious friend to herfelf, and not only a ufeful
fubject to the ftate, buta faithful fervant to her God.
All which fhe is without the leaft vanity or often-
tation. Rather if fhe has any fault ic is that of
being too anxious to hide fo much exemplary
worth ; which envy dares not blaft nor fufpicion
call in doubt; which adverfity could never affect
but with forcitude, nor profperity but with hum-
blenefs: So very humble that tho’ learned and
wife to admiration none can labour lefs to appear
1o, and tho’ good to a petfection none can be lefs
difpofed to think fo. In fhort, the lowlinefs of
opinion fhe has of herfelf makes her conftrue the
jult praifes fhe receives from friends into inftructive
reproofs, as the univerfal generofity of her withes
to others makes her foften into accident or over-
fight the injuries fhe receives from her enemies.
For enemies fhe has, but they are fuch only as it
would be a difgrace not to be at variance with,
and fuch as Providence has provided her with on
purpofe to point out the excellence of her charity
in forgiving s which fhe does with as much chear-
fulnefs as if fhe ftood ever fo much in need of for-
givenefs 5 tho’ ac the fame fhe is perpetvally
ftudious to live {o free from faults and the want of
pardon herfelf, as if the was determin’d never to
grant it to others,

How many other illuftrious ladies now living
might I not name of no lefs fhining characters
than Clarilla.  But I content myfelf with this one

Qg v noble
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fioble inftance of Womanly worth, fufficient of it-
{elf to make the whole oppofit fex chafe with envy
for want of fouls capable of reaching fo much real
excellence. For real it is, however the narrownefs
of fome Men’s minds may difpofe them to look

vpon it as a fiction. Have not the Men then the

greateft reafon to be athamed of their unjuft ufur-

pation of fuperiority over us, who can fhew fo
little title to even an equality of merit in head or

in hearr? What tho’ by brutal ftrength of body
they have diftrain’d all the goods of it and appro-
priated all the power of them to themfelves 3 have
they thence fufficient grounds to believe them-
felves fole mafters or even poffeflors of the riches
of the foul? Are the Women therefore to be in-
cluded in the lawlefs ufurpation as creatures made
only for their ufe? I am very confident, if they
think fo, they would be much more firmly con-
vinced of the contrary were all authority lodged
in our- hands as it was amongft the Amazons.
Bur after all, if the Men are obftinately bent on
imagining that they are endow’d with a greater
capacity for wifdom, and a greater propenfity
to virtue than our fex is; be it fpoken to
“their never-ending fthame, that they omit no in-
duftry to ftifle their capacity, and give that pro-
penfity a contrary bias; while to their immortal
iglcry the generality of #omen improve their ta-
ents, whether great or little, to a much better ufe

than the beft of the other fex. And as for the few
Weomen who make an ill ufe of the favours be-
ftow’d on them by nature, let fuch of the Men as
are guiltlefs throw the firft ftone of vengeance at
them, But then as the Men have fo much the
power of revenge in their own hands, let them fer
down fatisfied with glutting their cruelty at the
of the few bad #omen who merit their
indignation,
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sindignation, without extending their undiftinguifh-
“ing fury to the wife and virtuous many who deferve
their profoundeft refpet. Tho’ let their provo-
cation be ever fo great, as I am aptto think that
the nobleft revenge o Woman. can load the Man
with who injures her is to expofe him to infamy
by fuch a greatnefs of behaviour as may attract
I her the admiration of the world; fo I am fatisfied
\ that the wifeft moft effectual vengeance a Men
could infli& on a Woman who wrong’d him would
be to force by his condut all the world to upbraid
her while he forbore to do it himfelf. Tho feverity
may fometimes feem abfolutely requifics it can
never be confiftent with either juftice or prudence
to apply i till mildnefs and good ufage have been
found by experience incfle€tual to reclaim her.
There are indeed fome injuries a Moan may and
now and then does receive from a wife which fcarce
any fatisfaCtion can atone for;  but then before
a Woman be charged with thofe let evidence appear
againft her; and let not dubious ‘ground or the
farmifes of jealoufy fupply the place of conviction.
If the vanity of fome and’ the malice of ‘others
is made the rule of judgment what virtue’can be
fafe ? Arioffo’s Bradarhante, ‘Gonfalds Auriftilla,
and Shakefpeare’s Othello are fufficiént to fliew how
prone jealoufy is to give appearance the upper
hand of truth, to the grievous and utter’ oppreffion
of the moft fpotlefs innocence.

Was it poffible for the Men to diveft themfelves
of jealoufy and malice ; they would find as little
room to complain of the virtue of #omen as they
have reafon to under-rate our capacity. But for
the prolixity of running thro’ che records of time, it
would be eafy to make appear, that Women have
never yielded to the Men in any thing that is good or
great, but have often furpafs’d them in both. ’Jl'm-y
¥ lave
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have on many occafions fhewn a greater excellence
of virtue and genius 5 and cheir wit as well as their
judgment has ever fhone with brighter luftre in
parallel circumftances. Many have glorioufly g0~
vern’d the greateft empires with a moderation dig=
nity and wifdom not to be exceeded ; and numbers
have adminifter’d juftice with an integrity equal
to that of an Athinian judge, and a {agacity no-
thing inferior to that of 2 Hebrerw monarch. How
many have, by the intrepidity of their conduct and
the ftrength of: their parts, refter’d honour and
fafety to their nation, tranquility 1 their people, and
a peaceful crown to their hufband | And how many
have raifed the glory of Arms by their valour in
the field, or with more than heroic bravery ren-
der’d the walls of a city impregnable, by the
courage with which their prefence and example has
animated the champions who are defending ic! I
could mentiop legions of ladies whofe immaculate
purity has been proof againft the moft dreadful
menaces and dazzling promifes of tyranny and
power 5 and who with attonithing greatnefs of foul
have triumph’d over vice and infidelity amidft the
moft excruciating tortures, I could name almoft an
infinity of others who have furpafs’d the Men in
their crudition and familiarity with every laudable
{cience, who have fathom’d the moft ufeful and
profound myfteries of bature, penetrated through
the abftrufeft fecrers of policy, refined morality to
it’s niceft purity, and raifed themfelves to the
higheft peak of Chriftian perfection,

In a word, if it was not for the narrow limits
this little Treatife confines me to, I could from
the fingle evidence of Hiftory, which is fo much
perverted to debafe us, throw fuch a dazzling glo-
Iy round my whole fex, as would fuffice to render
their honour, inacceffible by the moft prsthmptuo,us

an
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ond daring of the Men. However what I omit
at prefent I may poffibly make up hereafter, by
?iving a parallel Hiftory of the moft eminenc per-
ons of both fexes in paft ages, for virtue or vice.
In the mean time what I have here barely hinted
willse fuffice to convince the moft obftinace of that
fex who have any fenfe left, that if the Men have
by fraud and violence gain’d a fuperiority of power
over us ; we ftill retain our original fuperiority of
fenfe and virtue over them: And if they are not
afhamed of truth they muft own that the beft
qualiies they are mafters of give them no more ticle
to an equality with us in the perfections of foul,
than their homely aukward figures can Juttify
their ‘vyeing with us in the charm of perfonal
beauty and graces,
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A favourite NIE CE in her Sixteenth Year,

Drar Nikck,

QAL S I am now going to travel; and neithér know
what the Succefs of my Adventure 'may be, or
whether I fhall ever return or not, being deter~
) mined to ftay abroad fome Years; I leave you
this Letter of Advice as a Legacy until we meet

again,

In my Abfence perufe it often; and efteem it as a Token
of my tendereft Regard for you. It is a Copy of my Mind in
Reference to you, and ultimately defigned for your Improve-
ment ; whetefore I hope its coming from fo near a Friend
will not make you the more indifferent in the frequent read=
ing of it.

Enquire not whether he who left you thofe Leffons, ob~
ferved the Practice of them. *Tis fufficient for you to think
that he, who could give them, was capable of following
them ; and rather imagine they came from a Friend, whofe
Tendernefs endeavoured to make you perfect, than from the
Severity of his greateft Misfortunes.

If I have not a Place in your Efteem and AffeGion, T am
much deceiv’d : and you know yourfelf to be my Favourite,
and that I love you with all the Tendernefs of a Parent. I
therefore expect, when you are reading thofe imperfe@ In=
frufions, that you will beftow a few kind Withes and fhort
Petitions for the Safety and Suceefs of him that convey’d them
to you, Y
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1 give you my Advice in Writisig that, in what Place or
Station focver you are, it may be always with ‘you'; and
that when my Departure out of this Kingdom will deprive
you of me, you may have the Pleafure of being accompanied
with that which may be of greater Service to you than my
Prefence.

As for leaving m¥ nativé Country in hopes of becoming
wfeful to others, in Proportion to my fmall Abilities, and not
Toft to myfelf ; T fhall do it with all the Freedom and Uncon-
cernednefs imaginable : But I cannot overcome a Relu&tancy
of leaving you upon fo great a Hazard of never fecing you

ore.

1f Providence will make it convenient for us to meet again;
and, if you by the Divine Grace are preferved from a Dege-
neracy of Spirit, from falling into any mean or irreparable
Mifbehaviour, from fubmitting to any Change of Life beneath
your Birth and Education—then the greateft Comfort and
Satisfaction T expec on Earth will be compleated.  Here do
not imagine 1 fufpect your future Conduét : 1 only mean ic
as an affectionate Caution. When Advice comes from the
Heart, it is delivered in a certain Drefs which cannot wear
Difguife. ,

1 am apprehenfive of the feveral Cavils that may be ad~
vanced to the Prejudice of this Letter by the envious, ill-
natured or cenforious World ; and that a general Invective
may be thrown upon the Author of being a loofe or immor-
] Man. It may be offered, that there is a great Contradic-
tion between his Precepts and Actions, and that he has pur-
fued thofe Pleafures he condemns.  To anticipate fuch Ob-
Jections, though at my own Expence, 1 confefs it all: But,
if the Repentance of a Sinner occafions a Scene of Joy amongft
the bleft above, furely this Change on Earth fhould at leaft
excite and foften the Breafts of Fellow Sinners into a Scene of
Clemency and generous Approbation.

T own that I have purfued the Pleafures of the World ever
fince I knew them to be tranfient and worthlefs ; that I have
been uneafy with my Faults without corre&ting them, and
in Love with my Duty without pra&ifing it ; and that for
fome Years I a&ed contrary to my Reafon, and turned Rebel
10 the Authority of my own Judgment. But all this has no
Reference to the prefent Situation of my Mind 5 which T hope
the Divine Grace will always influence and confirm the Pur-
pofes that are begun therein.

Since my Admiffion into the Univerfity, T have feen Tndif-
cretion in all her Shapes ; I have run over the Circle of all the
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Gaities and Pleafurés that are by the Pervetfenefs of corrupt
Nature fuited to the giddy Humours of Mankind ; and I find
them all to end in Anxicty and Remorfe.. Hence, after a
thoufand Conviétions of the Vanity of fuch Purfuits, I con-
clude, that if Pleafure be the Lot of human Nature, it muft
lie in fomewhat beyond this Life. It is natural hence to de~
duce a Confidence, that fince in every Particle of Creation
we trace an Almighty Power, and fe¢ the immenfe Divinity
impreft upon all his Works, this great Being muft be the
Source of Beauty, Love, Virtue and Pleafure.” The Author
of fuch Perfections cannot be defetive in any of them, nor
admit the leaft Increafe of Happinefs. His Glory is com-
pleat, his Power is infinite, his Nature pure, and whatever
is defiled he muft abhor, This Reflection being impartially
digefted, T began to form an Opinion of my felf and the World,
When I had fixed my Soul in a Serenity proper for Medita-
tion, “twas eafy to difcover the Dfguife that Vice putson, and
the Fallacies of immoral Pleafures ; which only delude us with
a Dream of Happinefs.

It is not my Defign here to take up your Time with a par-
ticular Confeffion, or by the Severity of a Stoic to deter you
from the Purfuit of innocent Mirth and Gaiety. Regular
Pleafures are always allowed to the Young, and Chearfulnefs
to the Virtuous. “They are the Health of the Soul, and the
natural Effeét of Virtue and Innocence. In Religion there
is a great Tendency to Chearfulnefs, and fuch a Frame of
Mind is not only the moft lovely, but the moft commend-
able in a virtuous Perfon : Whereas forrowful Faces and
gloomy Tempers are owing to miftaken Notions of Piety,
or Weaknefs of Underftanding. In fhort, thofe who repre-
fent Religion in {o difagreeable a Light, are like the Spics of
Mofes fent to make a Difcovery of the Land of Promife, when
by their Reports they difcouraged the People from “entering
upon it. Mirth was not for Reprobates, nor Pleafure for the
Licentious 3 but the Innocent and Virtuousare the only Per-
fons who have a proper Title to either. The Duties of Re=
ligion are eafy and pleafant, and have nothing terrible or for=
bidding in them, Being convinc’d of this, I am now in the
Purfuit of what Wifdom and Philofophy can yield ; and I
hope it will not be ungrateful to you to be told that I am
greatly reconciled to my/(elf, and find an ineffable Satisfaction
in the filent Approbation of my prefent Amufements—a Sa~
R i i G A S my
Youth was wafted ; and with Delight T refle¢t upon my
happy Change ; and I hope that a fedate Review of this Let-
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ter will not only convince you that the Remembrance of *
Folly is irkfome and uneafy, but that the Pleafures and Ad-
vantages which flow from a well-ordered Life are intenfe and
never to be removed.

‘Though I have been fo bad an OEconomift in the Manage~
ment of my Time and Money, yet, by Experience, I am
forced into a Perfuafion that in the difcreet Ufe of thefe two
‘Talents the Art of well-living chiefly confifts. Thefe are the
greateft Bleflings we can enjoy on Earth, both for ourfelves
and others ; and whoever has learned to hufband them well,
has made no fmall Advances in the Perfection of a Chriftian.

1f you be not careful of your A&ions, it is impofiible you
can propofe to yourfelf your beft Intereft, becaufe you neglect
the Means to fecure it ; and if you are not careful of your
‘Time, how can you be of your A&ions? It is a melancholy
Truth, that though among the Talents of our Stewardfhip
Time is the moft valuable, yet in general we are more pro-~
fufe and regardlefs of it than any other. However, the fureft
Way to purchafe Pleafure and Happinefs is to let as little of
our time as poffible flip away unobferv’d or unimprov’d : for
our Work is great, and our Day of working fhort,

From an Enquiry into the Nature of Things, and a Com-
parifon between the Beauties of Virtue, and the Deformities
of Vice, I have collected fome Rules of Life, and Principles
of Behaviour, which will make all who reduce them into
Pradtice, eafy to themfelves, and agreeable to others. Thofe
general Direétions I fhall write down in incoherent Para-
graphs, as my Humour or Leifure direcs me ; and I recom~
mend them to your conftant Obfervance, becaufe it will
fecure you of the Prote@ion of Heaven, and of the Favour
and Effeem of all you converfe with.

By the Imperfetions of our Nature, fince the Fall of our
firft Parents, Inftrution is made as neceflary to recoverto
us the right Ufe of our Reafon, as Medicines are to reftore
our Health ; and, as the various Difeafes that our Bodies are
{ubject to have made Phyfick neceffary, fo the Change of our
rational Nature has introduced the Neceflity of Precept and
Inftru@tion. Now the proper Method for young People to
xecover the right Ufe of their Reafon is to gather Experience
from good Example, and to read the Works of learncd Men,
who have laboured in the Study of Wifdom. For this Rea-
fon on all Occafions I recommend female Learning ; my Sen<
tIimcms upon which I'intend for a fubfequent Part of this

etter,
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Great Numbers of People have been undone by being borm
and bred in Families that bhave no Religion, where, by a
corrupt Education and bad Example, they are led intoa
Courfe of Vice and Irregularity in their greeneft Years, and
then, undet the Service of their headftrong Paffions; are ex-
pofed to the Seducements of a perverfe World, But YO
have the Happinefs of good Example in a prudent and reli-
gious Mother,” who is able to inftruét you, and who has
omitted no Pains in the Improvement of your Mind, and
genteel Education ; fo that {mall Faults in you would de-
ferve the greater Rebuke. She has always made it her De-
light to ftrengthen your Underftanding, and to embellith
your Faculties with wholfome Advice, and the pureft
Maxims from your carlieft Infancy. She has hitherto made
it her great Concern to preferve you from learning any
thing that was dangerous, or likely to betray you into
Weaknefs and Folly—from thinking any thing o be fine
but Virtue, and any thing to be happy but the divins Fa-
vour, et any thing to be worthy of your Study but eternal
Life: So that the Impreflions her reafonable Admonitions
have made on your Memory and Conduct, I hope, will the
better prepare you for mine,

Your Inclinations have as yet been good, and yoyr Dif-
pofitions regular; but this is the Time for you to fet a doux
ble Watch on all your Thoughts and Words. Your having
all along behav'd well, will be a Stain in your Conduct,
and Dilgrace in your Charadter, unlefs you improve your
‘Talents as they ripen. You are now (and not till now) en-
tring upon the Stage of T'rial. This is the Time for you to
prove yourfelf.—This is the Seafon for you to purchafe Hap-
pinefs.

You are now paft the trifling Amufements of Childhood,
and your Mind is now acquainted with the Value and Re-
wards of Virtue ; you are therefore now to defpife whatever
is childith or impertinent, and to employ your Thoughts
on more exalted Things. This is the Spring of your Life,
and will either confirm or blaft all the Hopes of fucceeding
Seafons.

Setting before you in an impartial Light the infamous or
honourable Characers of your Contemporaries, is the fureft
Method to incline you to any particular Virtue, or to give
you an Averfion to any. particular Vice, i

here is a Principle of Reafon in all Perfons, which di-
re@ls them to a Choice of what is beneficial for them, (for
till we are capable of detcrmi}x;mg our Choice, and of adt=
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ing in Conformity thereto, we live only the Life of mere
Animals, and-not of rational Creatures) s but, though we
all purfue the fame End of Happines, how various are the
Mezns we take to obtain it? And how abfurd is it, that
Creatures of the fame Nature fhould not only take fo many
&ifferent, but even oppofite Methods to accomplifh the
fame Purpofes ? :

As you have Reafon enough to with your own Intereft,
T only intreat you to arm yourfelf with fo much Difcretion,
as to examine carcfully wherein it confifts ; and this upon
2 fedate View will appear to lie in a practical Obedience ta
the Laws of Purity and Virtue, and in the Love of God,

To whom your pajt and prefent State
You owe, and muft your future Fate.

So many learn’d Philofophers and Divines have wrote on
the Certainty of 2 God, with fuch Accuracy and Applaufe,
that fearce any thing new can be offered upon it; yet, as
this is the Bafis on which is grafted the fundamental Article
of our whole Religion, I venture to lay before you the true
and genuing Sentiments of my own Mind upon this Subje&,

It is the native Right and Privilege of all Perfons to make
the niceft Enquiry into every thing before they give the
Affent to it ; and this alone diftinpuifhes between Faith and
blind Credulity. Now, if welook into the Works of Na-
ture, we will find that they are contriv’d by a Wifdom,
and operate by Ways infinitely furpafling our Faculties to
difcover, orour Capacities to conceive: 8o that we are un-
der a Neceffity of baving Recourfe to fomething beyond
bare Matter and its Motion in the Explication of it; of
which not one Phenomenon can be refolved by the natural
Operations of Matter, or any other Laws of Motion, but
the pofitive Will of a fuperior Being which governs the
Univerfe, is a Perfuafion that has fo fixt and deep a Root,
potwithftanding the World is fubdivided into different Con-
geits about his Exiftence, that by all Sorts, as well as all
Ages of Men, it hath been univerfally receiv’d and believ’d.
This is a fucred Truth that requires neither the Authority

Scriptures, nor the Sagacity of a Philofopher to efta

There is fomething in the very Nature of Man,
that intimates it to him ; and the natural Order of T' ngs
requires fuch a Being : So that he, who denies it, feems to
beinot only a Rebel to the Dictates of his Reafon, and the
Conviction of his Confcience, but to have brought his Mind
to digelt any Abfurdity. It is confeft that, though we ac-
quire
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quire from the natural Exercife of our Reafon, ever fo great
a Conviétion of this Truth, yet we cannot form a clear and
diftin& Idea of fucha Being. It is infinitely above the'Ap-
prehenfion of the moft improved Genius. All'the Reprefenta-
tions that we can make to ourfelves cither of the Nature or
Attributes of the Deity, are by compounding and enlarging
the Ideas we have either of fenfible Objects, or of the Ope-
rations of our own Mind ; and they can exhibit no more of
the real' Nature of thofe Things as they are in God, than
continued Extenfion does of his Omniprefence ; than the
Succeflion of numberlefs Ages does of his Eternity ; than the
previous Ideas of Things in our Minds do of his Prefcience,
or than continued- Acclamation does of his Infinity : All
which exprefs no more of the real Nature of that incompre-
henfible Being, than Darknefs does of Light.  But fhall otr
Weaknefs deftroy his Exiftence, er fhall the Narrownefs of
our Faculties fet Bounds to his ?—God forbid | Though we
cannot find out the full Extent of Nature, yet without He-
fitation we may be affured, (Firft) That if once there was a
perfect State of Inanity, in which there was neither Creator
nor Creature, the moft contemptible Thing that exifts could
never have been produced. (2dly) That nothing, nor no
Perfection of a Thing, or Being, can ha
non-exifting Thing for the Caufe of its E
That a Body being at reft cannot give Motion to itfelf,
much lefs to any other. (4thly) That all Reality or Perfec-
tion of a Thing is found exprefly or eminently in the firft
total Caufe. And (sthly) That, that Exiftence, from which
all other Things did firft arife, muft be abfolutely perfect,
felf-exiftent, and above all, and muft be the * Caufe of his
own Perfections. Hence it naturally follows, that there is
an uncreate, eternal God, prior to all Beings, who is the
abolute, univerfal, and primary Caufe, Lite, and Energy
of all Exiftence ; and who has created all Things, not only
according to his Pleafure, but does with the fame merciful
Influence and Freedom protect and govern them. This to
me appears + demonftratively true.

B4 I
* The Iygical Term is, the emanative, eficient Caife.

+ The Principles of a Deminfiration muft be oviginal and felf~
evident Truths, awhere the Contradiclory is impoffible s for to demon-
firate, is to prove not only that a Thing is, but the Tmpofbilit
ot being 3 and bere the neceffary Certainty of any Matter propofed,
uft be deduced from fuch Principles as, being ite. Cafes or |
anufh infallibly proveit. - A Proof is awhere there are lrong Keafns
Jor believing, and none againf it > A Phopability is, <where the |
Jans for belicving, are fironger than thofe for dubting.
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If we contemplate the material World, (by which I mean
that Syftem of Bodies into which the Author of Nature has
{o curioufly wrought the Mafs of the dead Matter, with the
feveral Relations that thofe Bodies bear to one another) we
have fufficient Evidence of an all-wife Creator ; but there
is ftill fomething more wonderful and furprizing in Con-
templations on the World of Life. The divine Power and
Goodnefs are no lefs confpicuous in the Diverfity than the
Multitude of living Creatures. “Every part of Matter is
peopled, every green Leaf fwarms with little Animals,
“There is fcarce a fingle Humour (as the Spectator ¥ oblerves)
in the Body of a Map, or any other Apimal, in which our
Glafles do not difcover Myriads of living Creatures 5 and
the Surface of every Animal that comes within our Percep-
tion is cover’d with other Animals, which are in the fame
manner the Bafis of other Animals that live upon it, The
overflowing Goodnefs of God has fpecified in his Creation
every Degree of Life, every Capacity of Being, There is
{carce an Atom of Matter that falls within our Knowledge,
that does not fwarm with Life. Without a wife Contriver
this could never be. An unknowing or accidental Caufe
could never produce fuch wonderful Effects. Again, com-
mon Senfe is able to inform the loweft Capacity, that if
Man could make himfelf, he would by a neceffary Confe-
quence be perfedt as bis Maker is, and not be fubjed to
Change, Pain, or Diffolution; in all which, and many
other Frailties, the moft deliberate among us give Evidence
againft the Weaknefs and Corruption of our Nature: So
that the divine Exiftence may be made evident even from
our own. If you view the Conftruion of your own Body,
and confider who and what you are, or whereof you cono
fift 5 that all the animal Motion neceflary to your Life,
1s independent of your Will ; that your Heart continually
beats without your Confent orDirecion ; that your 1 Blood
flows through its various Channels, and your Artcrics, Si-
news, Pulfe, Mufcles, Fibres and Nerves, all perform thejr
refpective Funtions without your Help or Advice ; how
you are preferv’d in the 'World, and came into it without
any Knowledge ¢ or Concurrence of your own : I fay, if
you confider this, you muft be convinc’d that you do not

proceed

* Vol VIL. N° 54,

+ Da&kor Harvey fays, that the Blood (2 Sixteen Ounces in the
Pound) paffes through the Heart ar Je

t Compare Jam. i 18. and B
John's Gofpe, . 3. .

i ¢ight times every Hour.
1. 9. with Tim. i. 9. ard St
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proceed originally from yourfelf; nor can you look ‘upon
your Parents to be any moie than the Zyffrumenial Caufes of
your Exiftence, they being intirely ignorant of the Confe~
quences of your Procreation, or your Stru@ure in the Womb.
Now, if neither your Parents nor yourfelf can be the firft
total Caufe of your Being, you muit certainly proceed from
{fomething elfe 5 and this Thing or Being muft either know
and underftand its own A&ions, or elfe be intirely iznorant
of them. But it is impoflible that He, who created Man,
and has provided fo many Neceflaries and Delicacies for his
Ufe and Comfort, and fuch wonderful Faculties for the
Fruition of them all, fhould be fo deftitute of Wiidom and
Defign, as not to know after what Manner, and to what
End he made him, and fubftituted all other Creatures to
his Service, in Subordination to his divine Will.  The Au~
thor of Nature has taken Care to fortify all his rational
Creatures (whether male or female) in Proportion to the
Purpofes he made them for ; and has given us all a fuffici~
ent Certainty, that a Power, far exceeding human Know-
Jedge, is exerted in the Support even of our own Bodies.
In the Purfuit of this, let us enquire whence it is that we
have our Breath, the Comforts of Light and Heat, the Fruits
» of the Earth, the Faculties of the Mind, the Accefion of
} our Age, the Growth of our Bodies, the Infertion or join-
ing of our Bones, or the Circulation of our Blood. = Even
this fuperficial Survey of the human Body, produces Amaze-
ment in Perfons endowed with the fmalleft Intelle& : But
thofe who have made that happy Progrefs in Anatomy, as
to difcover the Harmony and Ufefulnefs of all the Parts of
the human Syftem, their mathematical Situation, the regu-
{ Jar Motion of the + Pulfe, the wonderful Variety and Ap-
titude of the Mufcles and Fibres, the curious Diverfity of
I Duplicates through the whole Texture, the Separation of
the Juices, and the Manner of Digeftion—Thofe are they
¢ who have daily Opportunities of admiring the Wifdom and
3 Condué& of Providence in fo noble a Fabrick. By this
4 Contemplation the Mind naturally afpires to Praifes { on its
§ divine Original.  Again, as Man is an intelligent Creature,
\ endowed with Reafon and Confcience, and the Capacity of
|, thinking, comparing, judging, and making a great Progrefs
in Knowledge without Confufion, plainly proves a divine,
# immaterial, and intelligent Creator.  Our Refleétions, In-
tentions,
+ Look for the Ward drtery in Quincy’s Difpenfutory, whire be

\ deauifully accounts for the Motion of tie Pulfe.: 7

1 Read the 139th Plalm. :
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tentions, and Reafon, muft be derived from fomething
more noble than the native Dulnefs of Matter; for that
which has none of thofe itfelf, cannot confer any of them
upon another. It is impoffible to imagine any Relation be-
tween  the Motion or Figure of Matter and Thought; for,
whether Matter be divided or not into more agitated Parti-
cles, it is not the lefs Matter, lefs corporeal, or more ca-
pable of thinking, the Effence of Matter being always the
fame, becaufe there can be no Difference difcovered in the
feveral Sorts of it, except in its Accidents (fuch as Motion,
Figure, Size, &'c.) none of which can render it capable of
Thought ; fo that, if thinking were eflential to Matter, all
Matter would of Neceflity think. In fhort, it is as ealy to
conceive how the Modifications of Sound fhould produce
feeing, as how the Modifications of Matter can produce
thinking ; for Matter cannot determine its own Motion 3
nor can Motion (which is the only operative Accident in it)
determine itfelf, but muft be determined by fome eternal
Caufe, that is, by fomething of another Nature. Hence it
appears that no fuch thing as a Body can be the firft Caufe
of Motion ; fo that the firft Caufe of Motion muft be incor=
poreal, and of courfe this firft Caufe muft be the Original
of all Beings and Things that have Underftanding, or can
be underftood. ~ Coincident to this is that Scripture which
fays, God is a Spirit.

To purfue this Enquiry a little farther : If we are led by
untainted Reafon to confider what could pafs in the dark
and waftful Regions of Nature, before the obfcure Confu-
fion of the unborn World was calm’d and reduced into Har-
mony and Order ; what the State of this Earth was before
the Diftribution of the firft Matter into Parts ; whence that
Matter proceeded 5 what fupernatural Power drew Order
out of that Confufion, giving Laws to the whole, and the
leaft Individual thereof ; and whence the various Operations
of Nature fo regularly proceeded, what can we think ? Can
we allude the Original and Government of all this to
Chance? Surely all the Laws of Motion, and of Viciffitudes
in Nature, that are regulated with fo much Order, Propor-
tion, and Defign, can never be the Effe@ of an accidental
Concourfe of irregular Caufes operating by an ignorant Ne-
ceflity | Chance can never act in a perpetual Confiftence
with it{elf, or appear ‘uniform in alb its ‘Operations.” It
muft be a monftrous want of Refleétion, that can attribute
to Chance, or any unknowing Laws of Nature, the afto-

nifhing,
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ifhing Structure of the Heavens, the irregular * Motions
of the Planets, which continually + approach toand move
yound the Sun; and all the wonderful Stars that controul
and prefide over the Seafons of the Year, with which the
4 Firmament is fo beautifully fpangled. A fedate Contem-
plation of thofe Things is apt to raife in our Thoughts the
Idea of an Almighty Being |l. Now, whether we confult
the Idea of the firft Caufe, or the Nature of its Effecs, the
Felicity of Mankind, or the Benefit of Reafon, all will
confpire to prove, that in the whole Syftem of Exiftence
there is not one Particle that is not wonderful in its Nacure,
and that does not only demonftrate the Being of a fuperior
Power to produce it, but likewife the Impofiibilty of its be-
ing otherwife. The Being of a God is fo little to be doubt-
ed, that to me it appears almoft the only Truth we are or
can be made certain of ; and fuch a T'ruth as we meet with
n
* By Sir Iaac Newton and Doctor Nicuwentyt is made appear
the Impofibility of the Plancts being carried forward by any circular
moving Matter, ‘becaufe all Bodies, awhen put into Motion, proceed
“in a Right Liney unlefs fome other Caufe or Power dblige them to re-
cede from it. Myr. Wells is of Opinion that the Planets mowe round
the Sun in.a Curve Line that is more eliptical than circular. It is
obfersed by them all, that Mercury and Venus (which are the lowef?
of the Planets ) perform their Revolutions fo as to appear always on
the. fame Side with the Sun ; awhercas Jupiter, Mars and Saturn,
qare Jeen from the Earth fometimes on the fame Side, and fimetimes
Vit the other Side of the Sun. The Sun is a glewing Sca of Fire,
ahich (according 1o Dy, Nicuwentyt) is proved by Eclipfes to be
100,000 times bigger than this Earths by Sir Maac Newton i is
Juppfed 10 be more. Mr. Desham is of Opinion, that this Earth is
#a0 bundred and fisty thoufand Millions of Miles folid Content, Book
Il Chap. 2. Here we have Reafon to praife the mercifil Defign of
Oumnipotence in placing us at a fecure Diffance from fo waft-a Dody
\of flaming Fire, and in making Divergincy a Property of its Rays,
avithout which the World would be calein'd to Glafs by the unfpeak-
able Swiftnefs of Heat procecding from them. — Divergency fignifics
the dividirg and feattering of the Rays from each other, continually
nore and more the farther they proceed in Right Lines. Light takes
up'but feven Minutes and a half in pafi m the Sun to us; and
it is computed that & Ball fbot out of @ Cannon, and moving in an
equal Degrev of Swifiefs, would be twventyfour Years in paffing
from the Sun to this Earth, See Dofior Nieuwentyt's Rel. Phil.
page 778.
+ See Robault’s Plyfics.
4 It is more probable_that she Tnflerfitium or Eirmament is filid
than fluid, becaufe the Diflance of the Stars bas remain'd fince

* Creation the fame, without the leaft [fenfible Dteration.

|| See the 1gth Plaim.
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inevery Objed, in every Occurrence, and in every Thought:
All Things are of God, as the efficient Caufe, through him
as ¢he difpofing and preferving Caufe, and to him as the
final Caufe.  From the Production of Subftances, from the
beautiful Modifications and Arangement of Matter, from
the regular Motions of the heavenly Bodies, from the proli-
fick Changes of Seafans, from the wonderful Prefervation
and Support of all created Beings.  In thort, from the moft
ordinary Courfe of Things, it is farther evident that this
Author of Exiftence, this fupream Intelligence, muft' ne-
ceflarily be the firft of all incorruptible Natures, the moft
excellent of all excellent Beings, eternal and unbegotten 5
felf-exiftent, felf-fufficient, and felf-inftruéted ; effentially

juft and holy, pure and true, good and merciful ; omnipo-,

tent, omniprefent, omnifcient, immutable, incomprehen~
fible, inacceffable, and infinite in all his Perfections.

Thou Great Adow’d! Thou Excellence unknown !
Beauty is thine in all its congu’ring Powers.
What is there lovely on the fpacious Earth,

Or in th’ethereal Round compar’d to thee !

1 thee e trace up Pleafure to its Source !

Thou art the great Original of Foy,

T5’ eternal Spring of Life, the Source of Love
Divine, beyond Similitude Supream ;

With whofe Inmenfity we've all furrounded !

Such is the God whom you are to ferve, and who can take
0o Pleafure in any Thing but Virtue. This tremendous and
gracious Being, is in the ftricteft and moft compleat Senfe,
plac’d beyond any Increafe of Glory, Power or Felicity.
All that he demands from us his intelligent Creatures, is to
Tove him, to fear him, to believe in him, to worthip him,
to give him Thanks, to honour him, to ferve him, to obey
him, and to put our whole Truft and Confidence in him:
And for thofe poor Returns, we are promis’d by the Word
of eternal Truth, immortal Life and Fulnefs of Joy in the
beatific Prefence of our divine Original. But an impious
Neglect of thofe Duties wounds the Confcience, betrays the
Soul into Mifchief and Danger, taints the Reputation, poi-
fons the Sweets of Life, and makes an Enemy of this great
Being, whofe Anger. is fharper than a two-edg’d Sword,
and who is able to caft both Soul and Body into Flames of
undying Torture,

As the Syftem of natural Reljgion confifts in the Know-
ledge of the Nature and Attributes of the fupreme Being,

4 an
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' and in the Conformity of our Actions to his Pleafure ; fo you
muft take care not to admit the leaft Imperfetion into any
Notion you form of the Divine Nature, and to frame all your
Ideas of him in fuch a manner as to fhow you do not prefume
to define what is in himfelf, but to teftify your Admiration
of him, your Humiliation and chearful Obedi to him..
Such an Enquiry as this will fill your Mind with Reverence
of his Majefty, Mindfulnefs of his Prefence, Fear of his
Judgment, Love of his Mercy, Confidence in his Promifes,
and Submiflion to his Will. Tt will imprint upon your Soul
a perpetual Awe of a Being fo great and powerful 5 and will
effectually mortify in you all Pride and Levity, and will

- likewife quicken your Defires of being united to the Author
and Poffeflor of infinite Happinefs.

‘When fully convine’d of the Being of a God, ferious Re-

. fleions upon your own Nature, and the Ends for which

ou were created, will be of infinite Service towards the mo-
delling of your Conduct. You are to confider that your own
Being is compofed of a material Body and immaterial Soul.
Your Soul is the fpiritual and rational Part of you ; the Pro-
perties of which are as contrary to thofe of the Body, as Life
is contrary to Death. Your Body is mortal, and fubje to
Corruption ; but your Soul is a Particle of the Divine Ef-
fence, that is never to tafte Death, but to live for ever. So
that, though in one Refpect you may fay to Corruption, that
thou art my Father, and to the Worm, thou art my Mother
and my Sifter ; in another Refpect you may look upon a
Being of infinite Perfection as your Father, and the higheft
Oxder of Spirits as your Brethren. The Speftator * obferves,
that Man feems to be plac’d as the middle Link between An-
%els and Brutes; and, as he inclines to the angelic or brute
art of his Conftitution, he is then denominated good or bad,
virtuous or wicked, and his Kindred is declar’d to the Angel
or the Brute, Al Paflions are in all Perfons, but all appear
not in all. The Union of Flefh and Spirit occafions a per-
petual War of Paflions. Conftitution, Cuftom, Education,
Reafon, and the like Caufes, may improve or abate the
Strength of them, but flill the Seeds remain : Wherefore the
wife Contriver of our Nature has endowed us with Reafon,
which we thould keep continually on its Guard againft the
Paffions, left they fhould carry on any Defign.that may be
deftrudive of itsSecurity.  Here I do not mean that our Paf-
fions fhould be rooted out, but dilcreetly regulated. If we
{o far break their Strength as to make them contemptible, »(v:
: confe-

* Volume VI, Number 498,
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eonfequently render our Reafon unguarded. It is too mas

nifeft an Indication of an abjeét Mind to have a diminitive |

Opinion of human Nature. ‘T'he beft Spring of generous and
worthy A&ions is the having generous and worthy Thoughts
of ourfelves. Whoever has a mean Opinion of himfelf will
a& in no higher a Rank than he has allotted himfelf in his
own Eftimation. It is not natural that they can exult their
Thoughts to any thing great and noble, who believe that
after an uncertain Term of a few Yecars they are to fink into.
Oblivion, and to lofe their Exiftence. Kind and benevolent
Propenfions appear to me to be the original Growth of the
Heart of Man ; and, however they are checked or fwayed by
perverfe Difpofitions that have fince fprung up within us,
have ftill fome Force in the worft of T'empers, and a confider~
able Influence on the beft. Surely the moft beneficent of all
Beings, who gave us Exiftence, and created us for his own
Likenefs, would not fuffer his Image to pafs out of his Hands
unadorned with a Refemblance of himfelf, in this moft lovely
Part of his Nature. Here you are to be cautious that you da
not carry this Contemplation too high 5 for Man, confidered
in himfelf, abftracted from the Influence of Grace and Pro-
teion of Heaven, is the moft helplefs and wretched Creature
in all the Scale of Beings; fubjeét every Moment to the
ereateft Calamities, befet with the greateft Dangers, and ob=
noxious to the worft of Accidents. But this is our great
Comfort, that we are under the Care of one who knows the
Afliftance we ftand in need of, and is always able and ready
to beftow it on thofe who afk it of him.

You are further to confider yourfelf, (firft) as a reafonable
Creature, capable of becoming yourfelf cither happy or mi-
ferable : and (fecondly) as a focizble Being, capable of con=
tributing to the Happinefs or Mifery of others. Suitable to
this double Capacity, upon Examination you will find your-
felf furnithed with two Principles of A&ion: Firft, with
Self-love to render you wakeful to your own perfonal Intereft;
and in the next place, with Benevolence to difpofe you for
giving your utmoft Affifance to all engaged in the fame Pur-
fuit. This Survey of human Nature is agreeable to Reafon,
gives Honour to our Maker, and Credit to our Species.

If you incline to-make a learn’d and philofophick Enquiry
into your own Being, it muft be done with the utmoft Cau-
tion.  Of natural Philofophy (as it is the Knowledge of the
Principles, Properties and Operations of Things, as they are
in themfelves) there are two Parts; one comprebending
Spirits with their Nature and Qualities, and the othcrfo-

ies.
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‘dies. - The Study of Metaphyfics (under which Title the
Confideration of Spirit generally comes) is too deep and la-
borious for your Sex to engage in, as a Science to be metho-
dized into a Syftem, and treated of upon Principles of Know-
Jedge : Nor is it fafe for a young Perfon to dive into the
Myfleries of this Study. Itis true,. that as an Enlargement
of the Mind towards a true and fuller Comprehenfion of the
intelle€tual World, it is a pleafing and glorious Toil ; and
without the Notion and Allowance of Spirit the higheft Learn-
ing muft be defetive, becaufe it leaves out the Contempla-
tion of the moft excellent and powerful Part of the Creation.
But, fince the cleareft and largeft Difcoveries we have of
immaterial Beings, (that is, of God, our own Souls, and other
Spirits) are imparted to us by Revelation, the Information
that all young People, efpecially of the Female World, ought
to have of them fhould be taken from, and confined to that
Revelation. However, as Matter, being what all our Senfes
are conftantly converfant with, is {o apt to poflefs a young
Mind, that Prejudice, grounded on fenfual Objedts, often
excludes all other Beings, and leaves no Room for the Admit-
tance of Spirits ; I fay, as this is too often the Cafe, it may
not be fuperfluous to entertain you witha few Illuftrations on
the Nature of an human Soul, as an immaterial, incorrupt-
ible and immortal Being. But, before I proceed on fo nice
a ‘Topic, it is neceflary to diftinguifh between the pure Spirit
and the animal Soul, (as we in Scripture are directed to do,
and as the ancient Hebrews and Egyptians did) and confider
the firft as the Source of our Thoughts ; the other only as the
Caufe of our Motions. Senfation (as Mr. Lacke * obferves)
convinces us, that there are folid, extended Subftances, and
Reflection that there are thinking ones ; and from thefe two
(viz. Refiection and Senfation) arife all our original Ideas.
‘T'he Senfes are only capable of corporeal Impreflions ; but
the Soul can form reflex Thoughts and Ideas, perfectly ab-
fracted from Senfe : Hence if appears there muft be two Sub-
ftances efientially diftinét ; viz. Body and Spirit. Reafon-
ing, thinking, comparing, abftracting, doubting or fearing,
cannot belong to, or be produced by corporeal Subftance 3
thercfore thofe Faculties muft be the Actions of, exift in,
and be fupported by fome other Subftance : So that the hu-
man Soul (whofe very Effence is to know and think) muft
be a pure, immaterial Subftance, removed from all the Pro-
perties of fluggifh, inanimate Matter. - Since no Degree of
Perception falls within the Sphere of material A&ivity ; and

’ fince
Effay on human Underftanding, Book 11 Chap. 23+
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fince no Faculty of thinking can be fuperadded to any Sy=
ftems of Matter, unlefs the innate Nature of it be chang’dy
or a Subftance of another Nature be join’d unto it, it is na-
tural to conclude, that the Soul can neither be material, or
have any internal Principle of Corruption. Though the
human Soul be an'Emanation infinitely inferior in its Nature
to its divine Original (who is all A and Energy) yet a Being
that has fuch a Remembrance of the paft, and Concern for
the future, as every human Soul has, can never reft ina State
of Inadtivity 5 and whoever contemplates the Aivity of the
human Soul, and the PerfeGions which it contains, muft be
neceffarily perfuaded that fo noble a Being cannot be immers’d
in the Eflence of fluggifh Matter, Whatever Form or
(Animal) Soul * Brutes enjoy, arifes from the Figure, Situa-
tion and Movement of material Particles, and thofe Mo~
tions in them that we may think refemble Regularity and
Defign, are no more than the Effe@s of the Difpofition of
their Nature to produce fuch and fuch Motions 5 whereas
our Souls are not only invefted with a Capacity of forming
juft Ideas of ourfelves, and.our own Nature, of regulating
our Defires to the proper Value of their Objects, and of fub-
jecting oug-Paffions to the Government of Reafon ; but like-
wife with a Notion of Religion, a Fear of the Divinity, and
the Sentiments of Confcience ; and none of thofe Circum-
ftances can poffibly effet any thing fo effentially unknowing
as Matter. Dreams afford us ftrong Intimations of the Soul’s
Independency on Matter, and give us lively Ideas of the
Ad&ivity, Agility, and PerfeCtion, which are natural to the
Faculties of the Mind when difengag’d from the Body, and
which is not in the Power of Sleep to deaden or abate. When
the Organs of Senfe are tir’d with the Fatigues of the Day,
and are no longer able to perform their refpecive Offices,
until repair’d by Reft, the Soul exerts herfelf in her feveral
Faculties, till that heavy material Subftance, to which fhe is
united, is again qualified by Repofe, to keep her Company.
< The Slumber of the Body (as an ingenious Autbor + obferves)
< feems to be but the waking of the Soul;”” for the Paffions
affect the Mind with greater Strength, when the Body is laid
at Reft, than when it acs in Conjunction with it, Though
the Soul in the Hours of Sleep be not intirely unfetter’d from.
the Body, yet fhe is not entangled or perplext in her Ope-
rations with fuch Motions of Blood and Spirits, as when fhe
operates in Concert with the Body. The Idea of Thought,
which,

* Sec My, Spavan's Trar lation of Puffendorf, 7,1 1. Page 125.

4 Religio Medici, guosed by the Specator, Vol VIL No. 487,
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which, as T have already obferved, is the peculiar Office of
«the Soul, includes nothing in it that is included in the Idea
of extended Subftance, If any Perfon attempts to tell you
that the Soul is material, or if any inadvertant Notion of your
own fuggefts it to you, be pleas’d to examine what Difpofi
tion of Matter is requir’d to thinking ; how the fame indivi-
dual Quantity of Matter can be in two different Places at
once (the Soul being always able to feparate and re unite her
Ideas, and to think at the fame time on different Things in
different Nations ;) how Thought is cither round, long,
broad, deep, or divifible 5 what. Force, what Compofition
of Parts, what Confines or Directions of Courfe are cquired
to render the Soul capable of Reafon, or where the Situation
of itis? Now the Denial of one of thofe deftroys the Form,
whereby we paint to ourfelves the Conception of a Body.
Having thus far proved the Soul to be immaterial, I am
naturally led to prove the Eternity of its Duration, which
is the great Bafis of all our moral Actions, and the Sour f

ce of
all the pleafing Hopes and fecret Joys that arife in the Breaft
of a reafonable Creature.

Many are the Arguments that eftablifh this great Point.
Firft it is reafonable to believe that an immaterial Being, en~
siched with fo many beautiful Faculties as the human Soul s,
can have no internal Principle of Corruption, or be fubjeét
to Annihilation ; and hence arifes a Certainty of its being a
Particle of an immortal and eternal Effence. Again, its
Love of Exiftence, its Hopes of undying Happine(s, its Sax
tisfattion in the Pralice of Virtue, its Remorfe on the
Commiffion of Vice, and the Delight it takes in the Con-
templation of its divine Original, are irrefiftable Proofs of
its immortal Nature, He muft be loft in Stupidity who can
either imagine or believe that a thinking Being, which is in
a perpetual Progrefs of Improvement that is always capable
of new Accomplifhments and further Enlargements, and is
flill travelling on from Perfeétion to Perfection, fhould in
the Beginning of her Enquirics, and after a few Difcoveries
of her own Excellences and Aquirements fall away into no-
thing, and perifh with Corruption. Befides, the Juftice,
Goodnefs, Wifdom and Veracity of God, are all concern’d
in the Proof of her Eternity. In this World, Man, let his
Talents be ever fo great, and his Labour ever fo conftant, can
mever take in his full Meafure of Knowledge, can never
eftablifh his Soul in Virtue, or comewp to the Perfeion of
his Nature. -Would it then agree with the infinite Juftice
and Wifdom of God to create fuch noble Beings, for fo mean
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2 Purpofe a3 to perifli witly the Beafts? That would be to give
us Reafon to, be abortive, Talents not to’ be exerted, and
Capacities not to be gratified 5 which would deftroy that in-
finite Goodnefs and Wifdom of “the “Deity,’ which' thines
through all his Works. = We'are to look upon this World as
a * Nurfery for the next, and ‘are only to receive our firft
Rudiments of Exiftence here, and afterwards to be tranfplant-
ed into eternal Dominions, where ‘our immortal Souls will
#ill be adding Knowledge to Knowledge, and Virtue to Vir-
tue ; and will fhine for ever with new Acceffions of Glory
to all Eternity. This is the triumphant Pleafure of our
Soufs—this is_the higheft PerfeGtion of our Nature 3 and it
muft be a Profpect pleafing even'to God himfelf to' fee his
Creation drawing nearer to him by greater Degrees of Re-
femblance.

From thefe Confiderations the Inference naturally refult-
ing, is, that the intelleétual World muft be governed by
Providence, and be fubjeét to Laws. The Moment in
which God was pleas’d to create intelligent Beings, with
Excellencies far fuperior to any other of the animal Creation,
he laid upon them fuch OBligations as neceffarily agreed
with the Conftitution of frce Agents and focial reafonable
Creatures ; and by thofe Obligations or Laws all human
Adions were originally invefted with a Morality ; for nothing
puts a natural Differénce between our Adions and thofe of
the brutal World, but the having our Principles from the
Light of the Underftanding, and the Determination of the
‘Will, and our Reafon being inform’d with the Knowledge
and Senfe of Law. According to Baron Puffendorf, Latw
confifis of two Parts 5 In the ons is declar’d what is to be per-
Jorm'd or amitted 5 in the other what Penaliy fhall be incuirr’d
by thfe who tranfgrefs in either Refpect. ~ Thus we fec that the
Reafon why Brutes are under the Reftraint of no Law, s be-
caufe they are not capable of knowing what Law is ; whereas
the very Nature of Man abfolutely requires that there fhould
be certain Rules and Laws of Government made obligatory to
him by the Connexion of Duty and Reward, as he complies
with, or difobeys the Will of the Legiflator 5 for no Law can
be enacted, to which there is not an Obedience enforc’d by
< Rewards and Punifl which muftbe of fuffi-
cient Weight to determine the Choice. The Necefiity of
this refults from the very Nature of Laws. Since then a good
and gracious God has promis'd fuch immenfe Rewards to
Virtue, and fuch terrible Miferies to Vice and Impenitence,

as
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as. we find |in, an abfolute Senfe exclufive of this Life, there
mufk be a future State to.render us capable of either of them,
The promifeuous. and undiftinguith’d Diftribution of Good
and; Evil in this Life, (which God has made neceflary to
carry.on the Defligns of his Providence) is a molt forcible
Argument for a future State of Retribution ; becaufe fuch an
Injuftice; would be utterly inconfiftent with the Divine Na-
ture, if-he were not immutably purpos’d to retify hereafter
. this_his temporal and feemingly uncqual Diftribution.

There is not a more pleafing Contemplation—a more im=
proving Exercife to the human Mind, than a frequent Review
of its own Privileges and Endowments 5 nor is there aumore
effeGtual Means to awaken in us an Ambition rais’d above
low Objeéts and little Purfuits, than to value ourfelves as
Heirs of Eternity.  'What Delight muft a virtuous Soul take
in confidering that the beft and wifeft of all Ages and Na-
tions * affert this as their Birth-right 3 and that it is ratify’d
by an exprefs Revelation | Though human Wit is (o warmly
employed to ftave off the Thoughts of another World, yet I
do not fee, if Immortality be the Pride and Hapoinefs of our
Exiftence, why it fhould not be thought of, and talk'd of
with, the, fame Gaicty as any other agreeable Subje&, By
ferious Reflections on the Excellence and eternal Duration of
the Soul, fhe grows confiious of her own Dignity, difengages
herfelf from the tumultuous Effets of all guilty Paflions, and
fixes her Views on none but pure and permanent Delights.
When our Thoughts are thus elevated, we find new Capa-
cities of Happinefs awake in our Breafts, and a Lang:
for fome unknown Joys—fome unexperienc’d Pleafures,
which muft be the certain Rewards of Virtue. Thus we are
brought to know that fome uneafy Circumftance or other
mingles itfelf with all fublunary Blifs ; and that it is fome
future Expe@ation that engages the Mind—that of celeftial
Pleafures and divine Entertainments. In our gaycft Flights
there is no Pleafure we can tafte that is not mixt with fome
mortifying Evils ; but the Profpect that Eternity fets before
us is all ferene and peaceful, unclouded with Pain or Sorrow.
When tir’'d and fick of all mortal Vanitics, the religious
Mind repofes itfelf in the firm Expectation of drinking at
the Fountain of Life, and of bathing in Rivers of immortal
Pleafure..  Even Death (which to the Guilty is the gloomy
Period of all their Joys, and the Entrance to a Gulph of un-
. C2 dying
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dying Wretchednefs) brightens into a Smile, and in an An-
cl’s Form invites the religious Soul to endlefs Reft from
abour, and to endlefs Scenes of Joy.

“This Profpect is the fecret Comfort and Refrefhment oft
the Mind : “T'his doubles all our Pleafures—this fupports us
tnder all Affli¢tions; - We can look at Difappointments and
Misfortunes, Pain and Sicknefs, the Lofs of Friends, and
even Death, fo long as we keep in View the Pleafures of
* Eternity.

Though it may appear oppofite to all modern Refinement
for a Girl in the Bloom of fixteen, to think herfelf mortal,
or made for any other Purpofe than to attraé& Efteem and
Admiration, and to purfue the Pleafures of this Life ; yet I
recommend it to you to form your Conduct upon that Scheme
(let it be ever fo old fathion’d) that leads to pure Delight, and
fecures eternal Blifs.  Let your Expe&ations be higher than
any Dignity or Enjoyment this World can boaft, Let a
ecleftial Crown fire your Ambition, and in the Purfuit of
infinite Happinefs, grafp at nothing below the Glories of Im=
mortality.  With what a divine Ambition does the Profpect
of heavenly “Joys infpire the Soul ! If you are reckon’d by
any of the gay and giddy World the lefs polite for entertain-
ing fuch exalted Thoughts of Pleafure, be content in being,
unfafhionably good, fince thereby you can keep your Peace,
be fearlefs and open to the Infpeétion of Heaven, juftify your-
felf to your own Confcience, and fecure the Divine Intereft.
Be always aflur’d that no Chara&er is more amiable than that
of a Female, who in the gayeft Bloom of Youth, and Tri-
umph of Beauty, praifes the Rules of Purity and Virtue 3
and that in the Exercife of thofe Qualities the fineft Breed-
ing confifts.

If you confider your Being as circumfcrib’d by the Uncer~
tainty and Shortnefs of this Life, your Defigns will be con=~

“tra@ted into the fame narrow Span that you imagine is to

bind your Exiftence ; but, .if you turn your Thoughts in-
ward upon yourfelf, and view the Excellencies of your own
Soul, and confider it as an immortal Being, you fee its Cas
pacities and Perfections in a very different Light ; and you
will be forc’d into a Perfuafion that nothing lefs than Immor-
tality deferves your immediate Thoughts.

Since we all ‘perceive in ourfelves a Reftleflnefs in the pres
fent State, a fhill increafing Appetite to fomething future, a
fuccefiive grafping at fomething to come; and fince the

Author
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Author of our Nature has planted no ufelefs Paffion in it,
nor any Defire without its Obje&t, Futurity muft be the
proper Object of the Paflion that is fo conftantly exercis’d
about it. ~Though the Immortality of the Soul is fufficiently
prov’d by other Arguments, yet this Relifh and Defire that
we have for Futurity adds Strength to the Conclufion.

Now I appeal to Reafon if it be not a more engaging and
delightful Contemplation to fet before us eternal Scenes of
Happinefs than to amufe ourfelves with fullen Hopes for An~
nihilation and crumbling into Duft with inanimate Matter,
Nothing can be more pitifully mean than to refign one’s Pre-
tenfions to Immorality, and to fubflitute in its Room the in-
verted Ambition of dropping into nothing. But on the con-
trary, what are all the Honours, Wealth, Power and Plea-
fures of this World, when compar’d with a generous Expec~
gtion of a Being without End, and a Happinefs equal to that

eing ?

I fhall not purfue this Thought any farther ; but what T
offer in the next Place to your Meditation is the Means
whereby you may qualify yourfelf for eternal Happinefs ; and
his abfolutely confifts in a Principle of Duty to God, which
we otherwife term Religion, Therefore I exhort you above
all things to pay the greateft Deference to the Deity. Un-
dertake nothing, whether more or lefs important, without
firft calling upon and confulting him ; and let your liking or
difliking, your doing or not doing any thing be always go-
verned by this Principle of Duty.

By that excellent and plain Syftem call'd the Church Ca=
techifm, you are taught the Principles of the Chriftian Re-
ligion. At the Fall of our firft Parents, Corruption feiz’d
the Nature of Man ; and on Account of that Difobedience,
all their Polterity * are born Children of Wrath, fentenc’d
€0 begin their Lives in a State of Pollution and Diforder, full
of Tempers and Paffions that darken the Principles of Reafon,
and incline us all to forbidden Defires. At your Baptifm by
Water the vifible Sign, and by the inward and fpiritual
Grace you were cleans’d from all the Defilements of your na~
tural Sin ; and then you obtain’d three Privileges, firft, you
were made a + Member of that fpiritual Body, of which
Chrift is the Head, 2y, you were made a 1 Child of God
by Faith in Jefus Chrift 5 and, 344, an Inheritor: of the
Kingdom [j of God, not by an abfolute but conditional Pros
mife, in cafe you lead a Chriftian Life, To do this, was
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the Thing promis’d and vow’d in your Name by yoitr Sure-
ties'; and if you fail to.make it good, you lofe the Bériefit 'of
the Covenant  then enter’d into. By being baptized in 'the
Nutiie of the Father; Son, and Holy Ghoft, you weft dedi-’
cated unto, and obliged to ferve, love, and worfhip the in-
divided Trinity, one God blefied for ever. In the Deity or
Godhead, reveal’d Religion exprefly afferts there are * three
Perfons.  The Father created the World by -+ the Son (ifr
Scripture call’d his erernal Word and Wifdom) ‘and the
Creation of the World is attributed to the 4 Spirit. That
Chrift pre-exifted all created Things, and gave Being to all
Things in Heaven and in Earth, both vifible and invifible,
does not exclude the fame Efficiency of Caufality that is at-
tributed to the firft and third Perfons in the Trinity. The
#Works of the Trinity out of itfelf are || not divided. Whit-
ever one Perfon does, the others do ; the fecond and. third
Perfons cannot do what the firft cannot do ; therefore the
fecond and the third are equal to the firft. Though fome
Works (o denote the Order of the Trinity’s Operations) are
moft ordinarily afcribed to any Perfon, but that other Scrip-
tures juftify the Co-operation of all the three Perfons. Here
we are not to éxpect a Defcription adequate and commenfu-
rate to the thing itfelf, becaufe our Capacities are not ex-
tenfive enough cither to give or receive fuch a Defeription’s
Nor can the Difficulty of apprehending how this is done be
any Prejudice to our Belief of it, when we have God's infi-
pite Power in our Thoughts. ~ The Son proceeds by Prola-
tion from the Father, and the Holy Ghoft procceds from the
Father by the Son ; which three are all one by Unity of
Subftance, and are three Perfons not in Condition or Sub-
ftance, but in Form and Order ; for, as they are all one Sub-
ftance coherent in three Perfons, fo they are uncompounded,
undivided, and infeparate to each other. [In this Trinity
none is before or after the other 5 none is greater or lofs than
2he other 5 but the whale three Perfons are co-eternal and co-
equal together, ' Though cvery Perfon by him{elf is God and
Lord, yet the Lord our God is but one God.

Let us run into ever {o many refin’d Speculations of Ma-
thematics or Metaphyfics, we fhall never be able to fearch
out the internal Nature of the God-head ;. yet we bave fuf-
ficicnt Reafon to give our Allent to this divine Myftery, be-
caufe we have the concurring Teftimonics, and the infallible

xcel-
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Excellence of that, Docrine which was preach’d by them
who were made the Inftruments of this Revelation torus.
There is required a nice Diftinétion to be ‘made between
that Part of a Myftery which we underftand clearly and di-
ftin@tly, (whereunto our ‘Affent is founded upon Evidencey
and is properly call'd Knowledge) and the Subftance of the
Thing fignify’d by it, whercof we can have no Idea at all,
(whereunto our Affent is founded upon the Authority of
God, and is properly call’d Faith); it being wholly ex-
empted from the Difquifition of our Reafon, and Faith alone
can reach it.

To proceed ; at your Confirmation you publickly and
folemnly ratify’d and confirm’d in your own Perfon the
Vow made for you by your Godfather and Godmothers,
and releas’d them from their Engagement. ~ You then took
your baptifmal Vow upon yourfelf, and with a delibeia
unreferv’d Affent to all the Articles of the Chriftian Fai
you chearfully embraced it, and renewed your Covenant
with the Deity ; firft, to abhor, defy, and refift the Devil
and all his Works ; to mortify the Flefh with Abftinence
andHumility ; to renounceall Pleafures that lead to Sin, all
Pride, Ambition, and Covetoufncfs, and to fubdue, as far
as.in you lies, all impure Defires and vicious Inclinations
that may either furprize or invade your Heart. Sccondly,
10 believe all the Articles of the Chriftian Faith, for with-
out believing them, you cannot have a federal Right to the
Covenant of Grace. ~ And, thirdly, with his Help to livea
conftant Courfe of Piety and Obedience to God all the Days
of your Life. Here you are to obferve, that the Funda-
mentals-of the Chriftian Religion are thofe Articles in the
Apoftles Creed which are neceffary to be explicitly believed
by all to whom the Gofpel is revealed. Points not funda-
mental, are all other divine Verities contained in the Word
of God (whether written in canonical Scripture, or deli-
vered to us by apoftolical univerfal Tradition) and explicitly
to be believed by us, when we are afcertained that they are
contained in thofe divine Oracles, Into Belief and Practice
all the Principles of our Religion may be refolved. The
firlk of thefe is diftinguifhed by the Name of Faith, the
other by that of Morality, both which have their peculiar
Excellences. On this the Specfator has elegantly difcanted
o his fixth Volume, N° 459 5 to which Paper Lrefer your
reading. The Apoftles Creed is the Rule of your Faith,
the Ten Commandiments are the Rule of your Practice, and
the Lord’s Prayex is the Rule of your Devotion. Prayer is
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the Means of obtaining divine Grace * to, enable:you to this
Belief and Pradtice. The there are many, other Things
that may be called Sacraments, ‘yet Baptifin and the Eord’s-
Supper ate the only two that are generally neceffary ito Sal=
vation ; that is, from the Obligation of obferving. thefe
two no Perfons are exempt, but fuch only who are incapa~
ble, or have not an Opportunity to receive.them, It may
not be improper bere to inform you, that Confecration does
not change the Nature of the Elements in the Eucharift,
but makes them the Types and Symbols of the Body and
Blood of Chrift, abiding ftill in their proper and native Sub-
flance. In the Sacrament of the Eucharift, the Effence of
it confifts in eating the Flefh, and drinking the Blood of our
Saviour; and, what we are to underftand by this, he did
7ot leave obfcure.  He took Bread in his Hands, and of it
he faid, This is my Body 5 and likewife of the Wine, This is
my Blood: So that the Way to take his Body and Bloods. is
to take confecrated Bread and Wine in Remembrance of
him. Thus Chrift eftablifhed this Inflitution, and thus the
Apoftles and f primitive Chriftians practifed it,  Grant, -1
befecch thee, my God and my Redeemer, that the Eucha-
riftical Elemepts may truly pérform to me, and all worthy
Receivers, that which they fignify and reprefent | Any
Perfon is qualify’d to receive the holy Sacrament, that.is
qualify’d to fay the Loxd’s Prayer, or to perform any other
A& of Devotion 5 and, as we are all by Nature prone to
Temptation, fo the feldomer we partake of this divine My-
fery, the more liable we are to violate the Covenant, we
make at the Altar of our Redeemer, . The De of the
firft Sacrament, i ¢ Men from a State of Sin and
" i vour; and the Hopes of eternal
Happinefs, and th: Ends gned by our blefled Saviour in
the Inftitution of his Supper, were thefe four : Firft, thatit
fhould be a perpe Memorial of his Death and Suffers
ings; fecondly, that it fhould be an open and folemn Con-
on of the Chriftian Religion ; thirdly, that it fhould be
2 vifible Seal of the new Covenant, wherein we repeat our
baptifmal Vows, and upon the fincere Exercife of Faith and
Repentance, we | an Aflurance of the Forgivenefs of
all our Sins 5 and fourthly, that it fhould be a vifible folemn
Seal of the Union and Communion of Chrift’s myftical
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Body. « This is the moft folemn A& of Devotion, therefore
great is the Danger of coming 'to the Lord’s Supper with
uncléan Hands, or with'an impure Heart; that is, in the
aétual: Pofleflion of any darling Sin, without ‘the greateft
Reverence to the facred Inftitution, withoutan Abhorrence
of Vice, without a lively Faith in the divine Mercies, and
a firm "Purpofe to lead a Chriftian Life : But no lefs are we
threaten’d with the fevereft Judgments, if we wilfully ab-
{ent ourfelves from the Lord’s Table, becaufe fuch a Neg-
le& isa plain Contempt of Chrift’s Invitation, and a mani~
feft Difobedience of his pofitive Command.  When you are
cloath’d in Humility, Repentance, univerfal Love, Simpli-
city of Heart, and a lively Faith in God’s Mercies, you are
well prepared ; then you'are drefs’d in the Wedding Gar-
ment—then you have put on the Armour of Life.

Such is the Do&rine of the Reform’d Church ; and they
who corrupt and diftort this Doétrine, muft have a Pre-
tence to greater Knowledge and clearer Infight into the
Myfteries of Chriftianity than Chrift himfelf. No Church
is any farther the Church of Chrift, than as it teaches his
Doétrine. ~ Chrift affured the World, that all they of every
Kindred ‘and Nation, that believe in him, and obey his
Will; fhall be faved. The Belief of abfolute Repraobation,
without the leaft Diftin&tion or Referve, is contrary to, and
fubverfive of it; therefore whoever upholds it, cannot be-
Jong ‘to the Church of Chrift, T fay that a Chain of ne-
ceflary Fate runs through the whole Order of i
plainly to fay that God is o free Being, Befides, as not
that is ‘of pure Force canproduce an Effect to any o
fpiritual Advantage, we are of confequence to be fav’d by
Choice'3 that is, by fetting our Affetions on Things above,
by forming our Thoughts and Defires to religious Burpofes,
by making the Will of Chrift our Rule, and his Practice
our Example ; ‘and by fhunning every thing that we kriow
to be deftructive of our eternal Intereft. Thofe are the
Conditions ‘on which our Salvation depends, and thofe are
Ads of Choice'and not of Necefiity.  The Denial of this
raifes a Prejudice againft our Saviour and his Gofpel.

1f it be ask’d,; Where was our Religion before the Refor-
mation?: you may with Confidence anfwer, in the Word of
God, and in the true Records of primitive Chriftianity.
"The fovereign Purpofe of the Reformation was to extirpate
the fuperititious Innovations with which our Religion was
invaded, and to adhere to the Chriftian Simplicity, and the
Gravity of the primitive apoftolic: Churth, As that God
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whom we all-adore, is-a/Gad of Peace and Coneord,  there
oughtito be a facred Harmony between all that. profefsiand
believe in the fame Saviour ;. for nothing can be'a more fure;
Cement to Devotion than a fri¢t Conformity and Union
in Worfhip : But' tomake arbitrary: Inclofures about: the
Thable of our common Lord, is to turn his inftituted Seal of.
Unity, Love, and Peace, into an Engine of Divifion and
Difcord:

Having thus given you a fhort Explanation of the Church
Catechifm, which is the Foundation of our whole Religiony:
and the Key into every Part of it, I now proceed  to fhew.
you the Excellences and Advantages of a religious Life,

Herein does the Favour of Heaven to Mankind, and the
Beauty of Providence, moft eminently appear, that there is
not one Obligation or Act of Duty Tlaid upon us by-Reli=
gion, but fuch as in' the moft immediate Manner tends to
our own Intereft. Our moral Senfe fhews Virtue to be the
higheft Perfection of our Nature ; and the great. Work of it
is to ak according to what we fee, from the Conftitution of
our Nature, we were intended for by our Creator,

The Principles of Religion exalt ‘our Virtues, and adjuft
their Meadures infinitely better than any human Inflitutions
‘were ever able to do; and there is fo great a Grace and Au-
thority in Virtue, that it never fails to attract the Efteem
even of thofe that are moft abandoned to Vice and Immora-
lity : So that Religion, by its own Authority, and the rea-
fonable Force of it, is fufficient to effablifh its Empire in. the
Mind of a thinking Perfon.

Revealed Religion, by giving us great Ideas of the Dig-
nity of our Nature, and of the Love which the fupreme
Being bears to us, engages us in the bighelt Ats of Duty
towards our Creator, our Neighbour, and ourfelves. ‘What
can be'a fironger Motive to a firm Truft in the Mercies of
our Maker, than the giving us his Son to fuffer. for us:?
Wihat can make us love and efteem the loweft of Mankind,
more than the Thought that Chrift died for him ? Or what
can difpofe us to a ftrifler Guard upon the Purity of .our
Hearts, than being Members of that Saciety of which Chrift,
the immaculate Lamb, is the Head ? Religion is the greateft
Incentive to good ‘and worthy Adlions ; fory let Spirits of
fuperficial Greatnefs imagine what they. pleafe, upon. the
ftricteft Enquiry we will find that to. aét worthily, and ex-
pect to be rewarded 6bly in another World, is as heroick a
Pitch of Virtue as human Nature can arrive at. Religion
naturally tends to all that is. great, worthy, friendly, gene-
rous
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yous and noble ; and the true Spirit of it not only. compo=
fes; bt cheers the Soul » Thoughrit: banifhes all. Levity of
Behaviour, all vicious and diffolute Mirth,: yet in Exchange
it“fills the Mind witha perpetual Serenity and uninterrupted
Pleafure. - The Contemplation of divine Mercy and Power,
and ‘the Exercife of Virtue, are in- their own Nature fo far
from ‘excluding all: Gladne(s of Heart, that they are the
principal and conftant Sources of it. The very Profpect of
boundlefs and immortal Pleafures, muft give the Mind of a
thinking Perfon greater Satisfaction than all tranfitory, im-
perfect Enjoyments, whofe Falacy every Moment we dif-

_cover. A Courfe of Virtue, Innocence, and Piety, is fu-

perior to all the Luxury and Grandeur by which the greateft
Libertines ever propos'd to gratify their Defires ; for then
the Soul is ftill enlarg’d by grafping at the Enjoyments of
eternal Blif. The Mind, by retiring calmly into itfelf,
finds there Capacities form’d for infinite Objects, and De-
fires that ftretch themfelves beyond the Limits of this Creas
tion, in fearch of the great Original of Life and Pleafure,
Then the Soul exerts her Energy and Triumphs in the Pri-
vileges of her own Being, Then with Contempt fhe looks
down on all created Glory, and rejoices in her immortal
Duration, that fhall run parallel to that of the fupreme and
{elf ‘exiftent Mind.

Such is the Incertainty of human Affairs, that we cannot
affure ourfelves of the conftant Pofleffion of any Objets that
gratify any one Pleafure or Defire, except that of Virtue,
which as it does not depend on external Objects, we may
promife ourfelves always to enjoy. In our prefent State
there 'is no Poffibility of fecuring.to ourfelves an unmixed
Happinefs, independent of all other Beings; for we have
not in our Power the modelling of our Senfes and Defires to
form them for a private Intereft ; they are fix’d for us by
the Author of our Nature, fubfervient to the Intereft of
the Syftem, Fence it appears that an undifturbed Happi-
nefs is inconfiftent with the Order of Nature ; but Religion
is a fecure Refuge in Seafons of deepeft Diftrefs, it fmooths
the Chagrin of Life, makes us eafy in all Circumftances,
and- fills our Souls with the greateft Peace that our Natures
are capable of. ~ The Contemplation, the Life and Suffer-
ings of our divine Leader, while the Senfe of his Power and
Omnipotence gives us a Fumiliation in Profperity, muft
adminifter Comfort in the fevereft Affliétion.

The Happinefs ofia Life religioufly fpent,  plainly appears
from the poor and trifling Enjoyments, that all xho((e ar;
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f8rc’d’ to take up with, who live according fo their own
Humour,

Further, Chriftianity has thefe four fingular Advantages 3
firlt, it furnifhes us with the beft and moft certain Know=
ledge for the Information of our Minds ; fecondly, it has
given us the beft and moft perfect Precepts for the Govern-
ment of our Minds; thirdly, by the moft lively Motives
and Encouragement, it dire@s us to renew the Spirit of our.
Minds; and, fourthly, by thus reforming our Natures, it
makes us Heirs of, and qualifies us for, eternal Happinefs.

Now I would fain know what mighty Pleafure or Ad~
vantage, any dry heavy Se&t of Mortals can propofe to.
themfelves in getting loofe of the Laws of Chriftianity, the
fole Tendency of which is to regulate the Paflions, to make
this Life eafy and pleafant, and to prepare Mankind for im-
mortal Blifs. Is it to gratify their Senfes, or to feed their
Ambition? Is it to cut a Figure among Men of Genius, or
to Tay Offences in their Way ? In fhort, if the hazarding of
Salvation were not too melancholy for a Subject of Mirth,
the Purfuit of this Enquiry would not be unpleafant. They
mauft certainly be Perfons of narrow and mean Conceptions,
who (thogh under the Mafk of fuperficial Greatnels of
Spirit) cannot raife their little Ideas above Pleafures familiar
to their Senfes.

If Happinefs lay in Senfuality, Brutes would of courfe be
more happy than Man ; for they have not only a quicker
Relifh of their Pleafures, but they enjoy them without Sur-
feits, Scandal, or Remorfe. Thereforé it is a brutal Enter~
tainment, and unworthy of fo noble a Being as Man,  to.
place his Felicity in the Service of his Senfes; for what
Diétates fhould a reafonable Creature follow, but fuch as
Reafon preferibes ?

The Spirit of a * religious Man will fuftain bis Infirmity :
But what a terrible Profpe@ of Wretchednefs is opened to
a guilty, diffolute, and irreligious Mind? What dreadfi .
Scenes of Inquietude does it wander through, and how
numberlefs are the Thorns and Stings that obftru& its Paf-
fape? Whoever afks a mortal Man a proper Queftion,
makes him in effe& pafs Sentence on himfelf.

y God’s Appointment in Nature, there is imprefs’d upon
the Soul of Man a Defire of being happy 3 and for this Rea-
fon,"let our Impurities be ever fo great, and the Allure-
ments of earthly Pleafures ever fo engaging, we all will
with for Heaven, while Heaven js on our Minds, Now,

i

 Prov. v, 14
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if every tranfient Glance of Thought can procure 2 Wifh,
it ‘is highly probable that a fix’d, ferious, and frequent
. Contemplation would produce no lefs than an effectual Will,
However, let us acquire from the natural Exercife of our
¥ Reafon, ever fo great a Conviction of the innate Excellency:
W of Virtue, yet without Reveal’d Religion, all its Delicacies
would fit but light upon us, and ferve at beft to raife our
Admiration, but would never influence our Prattice, of re-
ftrain the unruly Inclinations of our Nature.

‘Though our Belief of a God, and the Principles he de~

' lights in, is founded upon rational Evidence, yet the Word

¢ of God is the prime and only Rule.of this Belief; for as
human Reafon cannot extend itfelf to a demonftrative Idea
of its' Author, we fhould never be able to regulate our Con+
ceptions of him, without the perfuafive Authority of his
own Declarations. If the divine Will and Pleafure were
revealed to us in canonical Scriptures, Man would never

¢ have difcovered that the Pravity of his Nature, and the
Diforder of his Affections, were the Refult of his own Fault,
and thereby became liable to eternal Death ; and of confe-
quence would have been ignorant of the Neceflity of a Sa-
viour, and feveral other Things eflential to his Salvation.

As T have already obferved in the Creed, the Ten Com-
mandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the two Sacraments, is
colleted into methodical Propofitions the whole Syftem of
our Faith, Obedience, and Worfhip. - They explicitly con-
tain all the Fundamentals of Religion that are abfolutely
neceflary to be underftood and diftinétly believed by all Per-
fons; and this Summary is literally taken from the holy
Bible, the Validity of which is to be thus fupported.

‘The Validity of every ‘Teftimony bears Proportion with
the Authority of the Teftifier ; and the Authority of the
Teftifier is founded upon his Ability and Integrity. Hu-
man Faith is an Affent to any thing credible, merely upon
the Teftimony of Man; but divine Faith is an Ailent to
fomewhat as credible upon the Teftimony of God. Here
the Objeét has the higheft Credibility, becaufe grounded
upon infallible Teftimony. The Perfe&ions of God’s Will
are as neceffarily infinite as thofe of his Underftanding : So
that from his effential Rectitude, Goodnefs, Holinefs, Pu-
sity, and Integrity, abfolutely follows an Impofibility of
his delivering that for a Truth which is not fo 5 and upon
thefe two immoveable Pillars ftands the Authority of divine
Teltimony, The material Object in divine Faith is the
Doltrine ‘which God delivers ;™ the formal Obje&t is the

% Credibility
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Credibility founded on' the Authority of the Deliverer; The
divine Teftimony given by way' of Revelation, is either #n=
mediate, which God ‘delivers himfelf to Man,  and' thus hef
fpoke to the Prophéts; or mediate, which is' the Convey~
ance of his Counfel by them to us. - God by ‘fpeaking to us
by his Son Chrift Jefus, has enlarg’d the Object of Faith to
us by him ; by which Means it comes to be the Chriftian
Faith, or the Faith of Jefus Chrift. The Faith of the
Apoftles is alfoguunded upon the immediate Teftimony or
Revelations of God 5 for befides our Saviour’s Delivery of
the Will of his heavenly Father to them, they received the
Promife of the Spirit of Truth to lead them into all Truth,
and to teach them all Things. All Chriftians thercfore may.
be fully convinc’d, that all the Revelations in the Bible
have the moft irrefragable Teftimonies of their coming from
God ; and the Agreeablenefs of the Docrines therein con-
tain’d to our own Reafon, is a Confirmation of this facred
Truth. Would Men refle& with diftinét Attention even
upon what they feel in themfelves, all Proofs in this Matter
would be utterly needlefs ; for, as there is Occafion for no
other Marks to diftinguifh Light from Darknefs, but the
Light itfelf, which cannot be hid, fo there is no other To-
ken requir'd for the Knowledge of Truth, than the Luftre
that furrounds it, which perfuades and fubducs the Mind in
{pight of any Oppofition it can make.

Though the Scriptures were wrote for our Information,
and though in apt familiar Parable, Similitude, and Allegory,
our great Mafter has enforc’d the Do&tine of our Salvation,
et they contain feveral Points too fubtile and abftrufe for
a clear’ Judgment to be form’d concerning them. The
Defe@s and Weaknefs of human Faculties cannot rife up
to full and comprehenfive Ideas of heavenly Things, 1f we |
had not a determinate Senfe of the Words wherein Chriftian
Myfteries are reveal'd, they would be no Anticles of Faith 5
and, if they could be fully folv’d and explain’d, they would
ceafe to be Myfteries. Thofe Points in Scripture’ that are
not fundamental are fo term’d, not becaufe they are of lefs
Certainty or objective Infallibility in themfelves ‘than thofe
that are call’d Fundamentals, but becaufe the explicit Know-
ledge of them is not fo obvious to all Men 5 nor are theyin
the fame Degree of Necefiity to be explicitly believ'd by all
Men. From thefe Premifes arifes this' Inference, that' the
Scriptures muft be read with great Reverencey Candor,» and
Caution,  Every feriptural Phrafe is not.to be ftreteh’d to
§ts'utmoft phyfical Senfe, nor muft it undergo all the forc’d
Interpretations
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i} dnterpretations that Men. in diffcrent Perfuafions may im-~
4 -pofe.upon it. It is fufficient. (Bithop. Burnet judicioufly ob-
| sferves) if a Senfe be given to it thatagrees with the Scope of
«it, . Though there be a Diverfity of Opinions about many
Texts, yet (as Dr. Wake * advifes) it is our Duty rather to
cregulate our Faith by what God has deliver'd, than by what
Man bas defsgn’d, and to prefer the Authority of the Seriptures
before the [pecial Opinions of Men.  The Study of the origi-
snal Texts can never be fufficiently. recommended 5 dwell
jupon them, fettle them in your Mind, and make it your
-Bufinefs thoroughly to underftand them intheir, full Extent
and all their Circumftances ;. bring them to a Confiftency,
vand then make your own Deductions ; never puzzle your-
ifelf with the Judgment of different Commentators upon
them, but where your own fails you ; and lofe not the
Pleafure of finding that you are not {topt by any but invin-
heible Difficulties. \Where you meet with a Myftery (as in
#holy. Writ God has refery’d many to himf{elf,” becaufe the
+Knowledge of: them 'would not be neceflary towards our
~8alvation) refign your Intelle&s to what may fecm to be.the
sdntention of the Writer ; reft with an eafy Intelligence
wconcerning it, but never withdraw your firm Aflent from
vit, becaufe it is the Word of God.  This is the fhorteft,
fureft; and moft agreeable Method to get a fatisfatory and
mafterly Infight in all neceflary Parts of divine Revelation.
Upon a Survey of the Works of Nature, and a Contem-
plation of the Power and Goodnefs of their Author, as re-
vealed to us in Scripture, no Paflion fo naturally warms the
Soul; a Devotion. - The Propenfity of the Soul to religious
Worhip, its Tendency to fly to fome fuperior Being for
Suecour in Diftrefs or Danger, its Gratitude to fome invifi-
ble: Superintendent on  the Receipt of any unexpected good
Fortune,, its Admiration in meditating on the divine Per-
fections, and the univerfal Concurrence of all Nations in
bithe great: Article of Adoration, plainly fhew that Devotion
is natural to the Soul, and was implanted in it by the Hand
that gave it Exiftence, By Devotion, as many Divines
have obferv’d, Man is more diftinguifbed from the brutal
World than by Reafon ; for Brutes often difcover, fome-
what that faintly refembles Reafon, but never in any one
Circumftance 'that bears the leaft Affinity to Devotion.
+{The/moft exalted Knowledge cannot open: to the Mind fuch
great Conceptions, orfill it with fuch fublime Ideas as this
“Principle of religious Worfhip. . Without it a ftri¢t Obfer-
3 . vance
® See his Church Catechifm, page 28
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vance of every good Quality would:be a cold and lifelefs Stats

of Virtue ; but Devotion warms and elevates the Mind more

than either Learning or Pleafure. <Serenity of Mind and |

Gladnefs of Heart ftill attend a devout Mind when it main-
tains an Intercourfe with the Great Author of its Being.
When we are in Company with our God, with our: Re-
deemer, with our deareft and beft of Friends, our Hearts
burn with Love, exult with Gratitude, fwell with Hope,
and triumph in the Confcioufnefs of that Prefence which
every where furrounds us ; or elfe we pour out our Fears,
our Troubles, or our Dangers, to the great Supporter of
our Exiftence. X
"Though it is hard to conceive how Zeal in religious Wor-
1hip can be too warm or fervent, yet thofe two Cautions are
to be us’d in Offices of Devotion. Firft, unlefs its Heats be
temper’d with Prudence and cool Reafon, the indifcreet Fer-
vors of it may diforder the Mind, and degenerate from a
fteady mafeuline Picty into the Weaknefies of Enthufiain
and Superftition. The firft has fomething of Madnefsin it,
the other deep Tinctures of Folly. The firft vainly ima-
gines itfelf inflam’d with Divine Infpiration, not of her own
kindling, put blown up by fomewhat divine within her : the
other attributes great Merit to certain Drefles, Poftures,
Pontificals, and Ceremonies. In the next place, unlefs we
keep our Reafon cool, to guard againft its Influence, Idola~
-try is apt to betray us into miftaken Duties, as it is the Off-
fpring of miftaken Devotion. To pay the leaft Adoration
or Worthip to any Perfon, Thing, or Similitude out of the
Godhead, is a formal Tranfgreffion of the fecond Com-
mandment : * Yet there are thofe who attempt to paint the
Perfons of the Trinity as they are in their proper Subftance
and Nature, as if they could be drawn with material Golours,
‘There are others whofe Prefumption is fo great as to draw
themin Forms horrible to + look upon. Impious + Boldnefs !
can any Diftinctions or Precifions juftify fuch a Pratice as
is literally oppofite to the pofitive Command of God | Ide-
latry is not only to adore an Image.as God, but alfo to-wor-
fhip the true God by any Similitude ; it is not only.a Weor-
fhip dedicated to falfe Gods, but likewife a- Worlhip of
the true God by a Way prohibited.  Bending to the Yoke of
Papal Supremacy is no lefs-an impious Servitude... Itis Blaf-
phemy to attribute to a Creature any of God’s Properties :
Infalli+
* See the zoth Chapter of Exodus. + Damafcen. Zi6. IV.
€ap. 15, t Difipientia fumma ef 3 impietatis Bigurare guod
& Divinum. St. Auga
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Infallibility is a-Property of God, not communicable to any.
Creature ;5 therefore it is Blafphemy to attribute Infallibilic
to the Pope, who is no more than a meer Creature ¥,
What is there that mortal Man may not believe of himfelf,
when complimented with the Attributes of God ! Denying
the Pope’s Infallibility unlefs in Conjunction with the Coun-
cil in Matters of Faith is too mean"a Shift to be anfwered,
Let a Church owe her Eftablifhment to any Order or Syftem
of Faith whatever, if the joins the Infallibility of divine to
human Nature, fhe falls into Error, and her Do&rine muft
be wrong.

Though Devotion muft be a religious Worfhip and pious
Adoration of the true God, yet you are to confider that it
does not fo much imply any Form or Method of Prayer, as
a certain Form of Life 5 and you may never expec to pleafe
the Deity in any State or Employment, but by intending
or devoting it all to his Honour and Glory.

The beft Mathad (fays Socrates to his Pupil Alcibiades) that
you can make ufe of to draw down Bleffings from Heaven upox
yourfelf; and to render your Prayers acceptable, will be to live
in @ conflant Practice of your Duty towards.the Gods, and 10
wards Men +.

Let your frequent Meditations be on his Majefty, Wifdom,
Power, and wonderful Works ; adore him in all his infinite
Perfections, and then refle® that his Goodnefs, Love and
Mercy towards you are as unbounded as his Power is ; where-
fore even in your Youth, all your Faculties and Endeavours
fhould be employ’d in his Service, and all your Affe@ions
{ettled upon him, He is the Fountain of all our Joys.—He
is the Giver of all our Happinefs.

Virtue refides in the Intention and Choice, and not in the
Subjeét Matter of what we do ; for it is the Inclination alone
that determines our Actions to be good or evil: Thus it is
not the Prayer itfelf that is acceptable to the Almighty
Searcher of Hearts, but the Devotion of the Supplicant, and
the Contrition of a pure Spirit, * He that fitteth in the Hea-
vens neither wants our Prayers or Praifes, becaufe his Nature
is not capable of the leaft Increafe of Glory ; but furely, next.
to the Survey of the immenfe Treafures of his own Mind,
the moft exalted Pleafures he receives is from the beholding
thole Creatures that he drew out of the Gulph of Non- exift-

D ence

* The Abfurdities of this Dodtrine are fufficiently expos’d by the
greateft Defenders of it. See Beletmine, Lib. IV. Cap. 5. de Rom.
Pont. "iSee likeifi the Council of Conance jn the 13th Seffion.

+ See Plato’s Dialogus upon Prayer, intitled Alcibiades the 24,
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ence réjoicing in the various Degrees of their Being, and in
Sincerity of Heart adoring their Original.

"The fix’d Subjedts of Devotion are Humility, univerful
Love, Refignation, and general Thankfgiving. - One of
thefe is conftantly to be the Subje@ of ‘your Prayer, and
then you may ufe the Help of Forins compos'd" by athers ;
and here I recommend the Common Prayer Book to be ‘as
perfeét as any thing of human Inftitution : But inl that Part
of your Prayers which you muft fuit to the prefent State of
your Life or Heart, you muft fet the Serife of your own Con-
dition help you to fuch Petitions or Praifes as your prefent
State may require.

As even pious and well-inform’d Pétfons dre, through the

‘Weaknefs of human Nature, in a'graiter or lefs Degree

liable to a Succeffion of different Paffions ; of Joy, Love,
Hope, Fear, Peace of Mind, dark'and melancholy Thotghts,
Dulnefs of Spirit, Difcontent, Fretfulnefs, Peevifhnefs, Re-
fentment, Queruloufniefs, Sullennefs, Pride, Envy, Revenge,
‘Ambition, or fome particular Change of Temper, fo 1 re-
commend it to you conftantly to make the prefent State
“of your Heart the Reafon of fomé particular Application to
Heaven. ¢ i

As you can never know what in its Events may prove to
you a Bleffing or a Curfe, the moft apparent Bleflings in this
Life being obnoxious to the moft dreadful Confequences ;
never pray for any thing but what the Divine Will may
think expedient for you, fuitable to your Being, and con-
ducive to his Glory. Such was the Model of * even Heatlien
Devotion:

Never pray in a Hurry : There is a wide Difference be-
tween prayineand reading, or repeating Prayers.

Let your Prayers be frequent and fervent, but not long 5
for Peifons efpecially of your Age, either grow tird, or
er into Thoughts upon other Obje So induftrious
malignant Betrayer of Hearts to interrupt and feduce
\d Attention when applied to religious Ob-
t the Afliffance of Divine Grace his Wiles
In the Imagination he forges them to
nner 6f working is by forming Images,
Motions there, that become the imme-
our Attention ; and the favourite Time of

is

15 th

ates. O Jupiter ! giwe s thofe Things awhich
awbether they are. ings as we pray for, or Jach
do 10t pray foi:5 and re vom us fuch Things as are
bariful, thiugh they ave Juch Things dsade pray fors
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«bis working is:when he perceives us to be religioufly difpos’d,
Hence it is that a Languor comes frequently over us at thé
Seafons of the Year, which at other Times.we rarely feel.

Prayer is the nobleft Exercife of the.Soul, and the hipheft
Imitation of the bleft above ; therefore, as foon as your, Eyes
ate releas’d from the. drowzy Power, rejoice in the Begin-
ning of every Day *. . Offer up your Praifes as an early Sa-
crifice of Thankfgiving to that invifible Power who pros
teted you ifrom the Dangers of the preceding Night.  As
foon as you rife, before you retire to pray, provide yourfelf
in your Meditation with fuch a Form of Expreffions as may
be moft likely to enliven your Soul with fuitable Sentiments 3
and when you are on your Knees, feparate yourfelf from all
common T houghts, and make your Heart as fenfible asyou can
of thedivine Prefence. Always begin your Devotions with
fuch Words as.may give you the moft exalted Ideas of God
and his Attributes ; for he is the Principle of all exalted Quali-
ties, and. the fudden Spring which fets them all in Motion.

Let fome fhort Praifes and Petitions intervene through all
your Thoughts, even when at your Work.

Pfalms, Hymns and Ejaculations greatly add to the Spirit
of Devotion. It is a Matter of juft Surprize to find Men of
good Senfe and good Nature hurried away with unreafonable
Prejudices againft the folemn Mufic of our public Devotions,
and at the fame time to confefs that nothing can have a more
agrecable Influence over the Mind, or infufe into it a greater
Variety of fublime Pleafures. In a conftant Series of Prayer
the Mind is too apt to languith and fink into foreign
Thoughts 5 but by the Raptures of an Authem, or even of a
Voluntary, the Soul is rais'd above all mortal Objeds, is pre-
par’d for the Admiffion of Divine Truths, and is delightfully
loft' amidft the Joys of Futurity. . Thofe fhort Offices of
Praife are fo regularly interfperfed through the Service of

190 our

* Whenyou awake you may pray afier this Manner. Thou Prince
of Grace, thou Spring of all my Hope! Thou great adi'd! Thox in-
Jonite wnkiovon Bleffed I and for ever praisd be thy Name, my God
and Saviour, for all-thy Mercies, and particularly for delivering me
Srom the Perils of Slecp and-Darknefs I As thou haft fufely brought
e #a. the Beginning of this Day, meycifully defend mein the fame wwith
thy quighty, Pawer from Sin and Danger |, Be pleas’d to order all iy
Actions by thy Governances to prevent me in all my Doings aith thy
ol gracious Favour, and to further me with thy continual Help s
shat 'in all my Works begun, continued, and ended in thee, T may glorsfy

ssthy Holy Name, and finally by thy Merey obtain everlofling Life.

Forithe Reafinablencfs of this Duty, confilt the Seriptures, Phil,

iv. 6. Rom. xii. 12, 1" Lhel v, 17, 1 Tim. i, 8, &c.
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sur Church, that we have no Opportunity of falling from
the Fervour of our Devotion. We are tranfported into
Love and Piety ; a Calmnefs is diffus’d-all around us 3 and
our Souls are exalted by Melody- to the Praifes of our
Creator. By folemn Thankfgivings to our God our Hearts
are warmed and led away into Raptures ; and we are obliged
10 drop all vain or immodeft Thoughts that might interrupt
us in the Performance of our facred Duties. Hiftory in-
forms us, that mufical Sacrifices and Adorations have claim’d
2 Place in the Laws and Cuftoms of the mott different Na-
tions. 'The * Grecians and Romans of the Prophane, the
e ews and Chriftians of the facred World did as unanimoufly
agree in this as they difogreed in all ather Parts of their Oeco-
nonmy.

Tt is recommended by Bifhop Uker, Bithop Wetenhall,
Mr. Law and other great Divines, to ufe ones felf as much
as pofiible to pray in one certain Place 5 becaufe referving
the fame Place intirely for Religious Ufes, is apt to difpofe
the Mind to fuch Tempers as may very much affift Devo-
tion, efpecially when a pious Perfon is there alone.

Never abfent yourfelf from the public Service of the
Church wheii your Health permits you 5 for the Saviour of
the World has promis’d to hear our Petitions, and to grant our.
Requefts when we are gather’d together in his Name, 1o make
aur common Supplications to him.

Even in regard to good Breeding, Time and Place are to
be confider’d in all our Ations.  Giggling, Chatting, Og-
Ting, Stifling of Laughter, Flurting the ¥an, or any other
carelefs Airs in Church, are Inftances, not only of bad Man~
ners, but likewife of the greateft Impiety : Therefore, when
in the Houfe of God, behave yourfelf with all Reverence,
Modefty, and decent Behaviour. Let neither your Eyes
nor your Thoughts wander.'  Be atcentive, and fix your
Mind on the Occafion of your going there ; that the Divine
Grace may flow to you, and {o his Word be imprinted on
your Heart.  Let your Mind be fervently affcéted, and con-
fider that you are addreffing yourfelf to the Almighty. The
Prayers are not to'be” hurried over with a difpaffionate Inda~
fence ; but hearty Wifhes muft accompany your Words, Be
careful in your Refponfes, and through all the Service Jjoin
with Heart and Voice.  Repeat the Confeflion with a re-
fign'd Humility; hear the Abfolution with a comfortable
Hope 3 offer up your Thankfgivings. and Praifes witha fo-
lemn,

* Spect. No. 616.% This if dbspoeit by M. Rolin ‘and-Bifboh
&rillingfleet, Or. facr, J




[41]
Iemn, ‘religious Joy, and ifmbibe the Sermon with Patience
and Candor.

If any Ufe, Ceremony, or Cuftom, be introduc’d intq
Divine Worfhip that runs to an Abufe and Tranfgreffion of
God’s C di it fhould i diately be rejeéted or
reform’d 5 but if it contributes to Decency and Order, is in=
different in itfelf, and not oppofite to a higher Law, it is
great Infolence in any Perfon to oppofe it.

As for the Ceremonies of bowing, curtfying, and paffing
of Compliments in the facred Temple before and after divine

_ Service, it may be prefum’d they are more fuitable at Balls,
Affemblies, Ridotto’s, and fuch-like gay Conventions, where
the Thoughts are fix'd upon Levity and Pleafure. At
Church we have no Bufinefs but to worthip and adore the
Deity; to confefs our Sins before him, to implore his Pardon
and Protection, to give him Thanks for all bis Mercies, and
in’ the ‘midft of his Congregation to rejoice in the Name of
the Lord our God. ' As foon as we enter the Door of his
Houfe, our Souls fhould be fill’d with Devotion ; and till we
depart thence, our Thoughts thould not defcend to any thing
on the Earth.

Having thus laid before you in a clear and familiar mannet
the religious Duties of a Chriftian, I hope it will not be of-
fenfive to propofe to you a Model of Conduét for one Day.

The fureft Way you can take to live above fuch miftaken,
perithing Enjoyment as this World can boaft is to put your-
felf under a Neceffity of obferving how one Day goes thro”

our Hands, and let Virtue, Sincerity, and Religion, be the

ules of your A&ions for that Day.” Oblige yourfelf to a
certain Order of Time, in your Devotions in your Bufinefs,
in your Retirements, Amufements, Recreations, and Plea=
fures, ' Let your firft Care be to pleafe the Deity, who pre-
fides over all your chearful Hours and innocent Converfa-
tions ; the next, toavoid the Reproaches of your own Heart,
and the next to efcape the Cenfures of the World, A Lady
is never fo fure of her Condu& as when the Verdict fhe pafles
upon her own Behaviour is confirm’d by the Opinion of all
that know her. . By an Obfervation of thefe Rules you will
«come to a Difcovery of all the Foibles that lurk in the fecret
Corners of your Soul, and will foon arrive at a true and im-
partial Knowledge of yourfelf. You are likewife carefully
to confider how far you deferve the Approbation with which
the World favours you ; whether your Aétions proceed from
worthy Motives, and how far you are really pofleft of thofe

Virtugs that they imagine you are. Frignds may not fee our
D3 Faults 3
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Faults; they may be partial and conceal them from us'; or
elfe they may foften them fo as to reconcile us toithem, and
nake them appear too trivial to be taken notice of. = Lthere-
fore cannot think it improper to confult what Charatter we
bear among our Enemies, whofe Malice (though it may in-
flame our Crimes and Imperfetions, and expofe them in too
firong a Light) has frequently fome Ground for what iv ad-
vances, By the Reproaches which an Enemy cafts upon us
* our Eyes are open’d to feveral Blemifhesand Defeéts in our
Condu&, which otherwife would efcape our Obfervation.

The Exercife of fome focial Virtue or other: will fall in
gour Way almoft every Day in your Life, ‘To relicve the
Needy, and comfort the Diftreft ; to make Allowances for
the Slips and Defe&s of others ; to advife the Ignorant, and
foften the Envious ; to retify the prejudic’d, and quiet the
Angry 5 to filence Detraction, and juftify the Deferving s
to overlook Hatred, and forgive an Injury; to mitigate
the Fiercenefs of others, and to fubdue our own Paffions, are
Virtues that may give daily Employment to_the moft indu-
ftrious Tempers, and in the moft aive Stations of Life.
Thofe are Exercifes fuited to reafonable Creatures, and always
bring Delight to the difcreet Manager.

Let this be a general Rule to you, that you can never be
in the Poffeffion of human Lifé but when you are in the
SatisfaGion of fome innocent Pleafure, or in the Purfuit of
fome laudable Defign : Always preferve a Chearfulnefs and
Evennefs of Temper ; it will conquer Pride, Vanity, Affec-
tation, and all other Follies that might render you trouble-
fome to yourfelf, and contemptible to others. It will pre-
ferve Health in your Body, and Pleafure in your Mind. To
feem always inclin’d to be well pleas'd engages the Love and
Efteem of every one, and adds a certain Grace to every. Ac~
tion which can be felt much better than deferib’d. ~ There is
akind of Refpeét which the meaneft of our Species may, by
an eafy Behaviour grounded upon fimple Honefty and a De-
fire of obliging, procure in the little Circle of their Friends
and Acquaintance, - Make Difcretion your Guide in every
Concern of Life ; not only in your own Words, but in all
the Circumftances of Action.” ' Of all the fhining Quali-
ties of a rational Being 1 this is the moft ufeful : It is this
which gives a Value to all the reft 3 which fets them at work
in their proper Times and Places, and turns them to the Ad-
vantage

* Plutarch bas avriten an Effay on the Benefits which a Man
may thus receive from bis Enemies. + Nullum Nuniex abeft f
St prudentia—Juv,
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vantage of the Perfon who is pofleft of them : So that with-
out Diferetion, Virtue itfelf looks like Weaknefs. Avoid
Prejudice and Cenfure ; preferve Sincerity and Secrecy,” Let
all your Diverfions be moderate and fuitable, well chofen,
and well tin’d.  Suffer not your Mind to be biafs’d by the
Approbation of, but rather fufpect fome conceal’d Evil ta
lurk in fuch of your A&ions as proceed from natural Confti
tution, favourite Paffions, particular Education, or Manner
of Life ; from your Age or certain Temper, or from any
Motives that favour your Pleafure or fecular Profit. Lay not
too great a Strefs upon Virtues of a difputable Natures and
fuch are all thofe in which thoufands diffent from us who are
as good and as wifé as we.

Never defpife nor ridicule thofe who do not follow your
Rules of Life 5 nor are you to entertain any proud Conceit
of your own Virtues 3 for, if you were Icft to your own
Strength and Wifdom, you would not be able to do any good
thing.  Give therefore all the Glory to the divine Goodnefs,
whofe daily Affiftance directs and preferves you from pre-
fumptuous Sins.

When Night comes, you are to confider that poffibly you
may never fee Day-light again till the Morning of the Refur-
re@ion will dawn upon the Earth ; when you are folded in
the filken.Arms of Sleep, that perhaps you may never waken
till you hear the Voice of the Arch-angel, and the Sound of
the laft Trumpet, and that you may never lift up your
Head, till you fee the Saviour of the World coming in the
Clouds with Power and great Glory, You are farther to
confider, that every Acion, every Word, and every Partu-
viency of Thought thro all Creation, lic expos'd to one un-
divided 'View of the Almighty ; and that for all the Works
thereof God will judge the Earth. Impregnate this with
your Belief, and then fum up your Accompts, and examine
Your Condud in the foregoing Day. Tty your Heart, and
Tecolle what Duties you have perform’d, and what negle&t-
ed. If upon fuch an Enquiry you find your Confcience clear
and in the delightful Calm of fweet and eafy Paffions, of di-
vine Love and Joy 3 offer up your Praifes and Thanks for
the Poffeflion of fo much Happinefs, and pray for Grace to
enable you to live well the enfuing Day. Begin the next,
not depending on your * own Strength, but with an humble
Confidence in the Aid of Heaven. Our Saviour has given us
a Proof of our Inability without God’s Affiftance to do any
great or good Thing. - When Peter in a Flufh of Temper,

D folemnly

4
.® 8. Luke ch. xi. werfe 13, Philipians ch.ii. werfe 13.
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folemnly protefted, that though all Men were offended in his
Lord, yet he would not be offended ; then was' be, who
thought fo well of his own Courage and Fidelity, told by his
Mafter that they would both fail him, and that he fhould even
deny him thrice that very Night. Therefore on Divine A+
fiftance let your Refolution be grounded.

If on the contrary you can charge yourfelf with the Omif-
fion of any Duty, or the Commiffion of any Folly, cloath

our Spiri¢ in Humility and Contrition ; conféfs your own
{anonhincfs; unbofom all your Guilt, and implore the

eity in his good Time to remove your Sins far from you,
to leffen the Weight of your Infirmities, to renew a right
Spirit within you, and to deliver you from all fuch Paffions
as oppofe the Purity of your Soul.” In this Temper of Mind
put on a Refolution with divine Affiftance to corre& thofe
Etrors in the next Day’s Condu&. If you thus bring one
Day under the Rules of Religion, and Day after Day con-
form your Pradice to fuch Rules, you can’t imagine how
foon it will become delightful to you—how foon it will im-
prove and perfect the whole Courfe of your Life. This will
bring you to a Certainty, that honeft Thoughts, good Will,
and a peaceful Confcience, are Bleffings within yourfelf, and
within your Reach,

If your Health permits you, rife early in the Morning,
and never be a Slave to the lazy Indulgence of Sleep. No
fimple Cuftom is more blameable than that of lying fhut up in
the Arms of Sloth and Darknefs, when the chearful Return
of Day invites the whole Creation to Joy and Bufinefs, Sleep
any farther than as it is a neceflary Refrefhment, is the pooreft,
dulleft State of Exiftence we can be in; and it is (o far from
being a real Enjoyment, that it bears the neareft Refemblance
of Death, and carries all the Horrors of Oblivion in it: We
are forc’d to receive it either in a State of Infenfibility, or in
the delufive Folly of Dreams. Sleep, when too much hu-
mour’d, gives a Softnefs and Idlenefs to all our Tempers 3
and no fluggilh Perfon can be qualify’d or difpos'd to enter
into the true Spirit of Prayer, or the Exercife of any a@ive
Virtue. Whoever fubmits to this Morning Indulgence, can
never be fervent in their Devotions 3 nor do they deferve ta,
be recken’d any more than lazy Worllippers, ‘who rife to
their Dutics as idle Servants do to their Labours.

By thus ordering and dividing your Time, no part of it
will lie heavy upon your Hands ; you will never be hurried
into the poor Contrivances to kill a dull half Day, fuch as
idle Vifits, imprudent A ridiculous. Di

=
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- and the other Impertinences'of a * playing, gadding, and
wandering Life.

It is univerfally allow’d, that a Courfe of Virtue is the
moft worthy, and will in the End be rewarded moft amply 3
but the way to it is rafhly and falfely reprefented as rugged
and narrow. Now I appeal to Reafon, if eafy regular Paf-
fions, a peaceful Confcience, and the Hopes of eternal and
unmixt Delights, are not preferable to, and acquired with
greater Eafe than any Pleafures of Senfe.  If we compare the
painful Purfuits of Avarice, Ambition and Senfuality with
their oppofite Virtues, we will find that Vice is as laborious
as Virtue. The Toils of the covetous, ambitious, or fenfual

an, his various Fears and Difquiets, nay, the Vexations
that attend his moft refin’d Delights, are vaftly more trouble-
fome than a regular Purfuit of Virtue, Whofe Ways are Ways
of Pleafantnefs, and all whofe Paths are Peace.

Mr. Addifon elegantly reduces + all Superiority that one
Perfon can have over another, to the Notion of Quality 3
which confider’d at large, is either that of Fortune, Body,
or Mind,  The firft confifts in Birth, Title, or Riches ; the
fecond in Health, Strength, or Beauty ; and the third has its
Rife from Wifdom, which is the” Knowledge of divine
Things, dire&ing a Judgment and Rule of human A&ions,
and whofe Employment is Virtue. ‘The Death bed fets the
Emptinefs of the two firft in a true Light. Then Birth,
Wealth and Honours : Health, Strength, and Beauty, lie
under the meaneft Circumftances of human Nature : but the
Effeéts of Virtue are infeparable to us, and the laft Day will
affign' to every one a Station fuitable to his Exercife of it here.
A juft Inference is hence deduced by that learned Writer,

that ¢¢ As Ambition is natural to the Soul of Man, here, if
¢ rightly direfted, it might receive a very happy Turn,
Methinks, fays be, we fhould have an Ambition, if not to ad-
vance ourfelves in another World, at leaft 1o preferve our Poft
in ity and outfhine our Inferiors in Virtue here, that they may
not be put above us in a State which is to fettle the Diffinc-
tion to Eternity ; where Ranks will be adjufted, and Prece-
dency [it right.””
“Though our Nature is imperfe& and corrupt, yet it is fo
far improveable, by the Grace of God upon our own good
Endeavours, that we all may, though not equally, be In-
ftruments of his Glory, Ornaments and Bleflings to this
World; and capable of eternal Happinefs, - To enable you
to

* i Expreffion of Mr. Law: Spedtator, No. 219, Read
"The Wildom of Selonor v i
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to.accomplifh thofe " great Ends, I recommend to your
Efteem and Pradtice, Charity, Humility, Chaftity, Tem-~
perance, and Patience. Thofe are the Virtues fuitable to
our Nature,—Thofe are Ornaments peculiar to a Chriftian.
The firft Chriftian Virtue is Charity ; by which is meant
that univerfal Love which by the Law of * Chrif? is made a
Debt to our Neighbour, and to defraud him of which
would be an A& of Injuftice. Ttis a fincere Kindnefs and
Sympathy that difpofes us to love our Neighbours as our-
felves ; that is, to forward and rejoice at their Well-doing,
with the fame Freedom of Heart as we would at our own 3
to wifh, without the leaft Referve, all Good to all Perfons
in all their Capacities, in refpedt of their Souls, their Bo+
dies, their Fortunes, or their Credit ; to condefcend to their
Weaknefs and Infirmities ; to cover their Frailties ; to
love their Excellences ; to encourage their Virtues ; tol res
lieve their Wants ; to compaffionate their Diftrefs ; to for-
give their Malice ; to forget their Injuries 5 to do good to
the Slanderer ; never to be angry at a Friend, nor revenge-
ful to an Enemy ; and to take Pleafure in the loweft Offices
of Benignity to the loweft of our Fellow-creatures. = Who-
ever can do this, and fufpend all Hopes of Reward till after
Death, is formed for the Benefit of Society in this, and the
Company of Angels in the World to com¢.  Whereas they
are cut off from the Pleafures and Advantages of Society,
and the Benefits of profeffing Chriftianity, who are uncha-
ritable to any of their own Species ; who afflict their Bodies,
diftrefs their Fortunes, hurt their Charadter, ruin their Fa-
milies, or in any Circumftance make their Lives painfu].
All who purfue the Steps of any Leader, fhould form them-
felves after his Manner: But I can’t conceive how it is
poflible for any cool Reafoner to imagine how the Pafiionate
and the Cruel, the Haughty and the Imperious, the Mali-
cious and Revengeful, the Envious and Unmerciful, the
Liar or Detradtor, can be faid to imitate that higheft Pat-
tern of Charity, who pray’d for his Enemies, and offer'd
up his Blood as a Sacrifice in favour of them that fhed it.
Then let me afk, What Syftem of Faith can juftify. that
Principle of Zeal which perfecutes Mankind for Confcience-
{ake, pronounces all to be damn’d out of the Pale of their
Church, purfues all of different Perfuafions ‘with Rancour
and

* A new Commandment, fays our blefléd Saviour 1 give unto
you, that ye love one another. By titis fhall all Men know: that
ye are my Difciples, if ye have Love one to another, ¢, Johu's
Gojpel, ¢h. xiii. wer, 34. ch. xv. ver, 12 and 17,
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and Hatred *, and promotes Evils abhorrent to Nature. Tn-
temperate Zcal, Bigotry, and Perfecution for any Party or
Opinion,  produce infinite Calamities among Mankind ;
and however approv’d by weak Men, or our own Princi-
ples, are injurious to Peace, fubverfive of Society, and
highly criminal in their Nature and Confequences.

. Our national Church is fingularly happy in this Refpect,
of living in great Love and Friendfhip with all who. profcfs
the common Name of Chriftians, though they differ in
their way of following their Saviour. Purfuant of the pure
and incorrupted Do&rine of this Church, never bear a bi-
goted Abhorrence to any Principle in Religion that is not
fubverfive of the divine Glory. ~All Chriftians fhould dif~
claim a Rigidity in cenfuring the Opinions of others ; and

- they who never run down any Religion, the Exercife of

which is allow’d by Law, fecure to themfelves the Friend-
fhip of different Seéts.

"Though the Stream of many different Profeffions among
Chriftians be corrupted, yet we can’t deny their Fountain
to be pure : Befides, a great many Controverfies in Reli~
gion, if thoroughly fifted and well compared, would be found
to, be no more than verbal Contentions.

We are all, by a fecret Impulfe of Nature, tender enough
of ourfelyes, and apt to dread the leaft Pain or Harm that
can befal us 3 and this is the fame Tendernefs which we are
direced by the divine Law to extend toall others. As you are
defirous to have your own Reputation defended, your Diffi-
culties removed, your bodily Sufferings fuccour’d, and your
Infirmities conzealed ; fo you muft have the fame reafona-
ble Degree of Love to all others, as is anfwerable to this;
otherwife you difobey the + royal Law of the Gofpel, Zhau
Jealt Irve thy Neighbour as thyfelf.

Be fpeedily reconciled to an Enemy, but with Caution
behave beforé one.  Though it s not requir’d of you to de-
pend upon, or to place a Confidence in any Perfon that has
wilfully injur'd ot betray'd you, yet, if you do not forgive
bim, and lay afide all Thoughts of Refentment and Re-
venge, you muft confefs yourfelf to diffemble with Heaven,
when you pray to be forgiven your Trefpaffes, as you orgive
thafe who mﬁm‘)}: agairf: yfu. }VVe hav{Pnojr onlyythcf(;om-
mand, but alfo the Example of Chrift, to do good to our

bittereft

* The Hiflory of the Trith Rebellion produces many. dreadfil -
Jances of this miftaken Zieal. .

+ Romans xiiil. 9. James ii. 8.
2
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* bittereft Eniemies; and this may be eafily done, if from:
our Hearts we forgive them s for after that, we can no
longer account them Enemies.. ' Though' this may appear
very hard Leflon to Perfons of high and hot Spirits, yet they,
who are not reconciled ‘to the Praétice of it, invain declare
themfelves to be Chriftians. ' The forgiving of Injuries, is
a Virtue which not only Chriftianity but Morality enforces.
The Heathens practis’'d it to- Admiration, the primitive
Chriftians exceeded them.  But what a glorious Example
have we in the Lord and Mafter of our Salvation, who
pray’d for his Crucifiers,— Father, forgive them +, &e.

Revenge and Malice are the Eruits of Difobedience, and
the Offipring of Hell, and fhould therefore be avoided, 2§
Monfters made for Ruin and Deftruion.

Calumny and Cenfure are not only fubverfive of this he-
roic Virtue, Charity, but the bear Afpe& of a fiery Perfe«
cution. Were all the Vexations of Life put together, ‘we
fhould find that the greater Part of them proceed from ' the
Pragice of Detra&ion, Cenfure is a Difeafe of the Mind,
which owes its Rife to a criminal Curiofity of liftening
to Stories, and an ill-natur’d Credulity in believing fuch
Reports as tend to the Difreputation of others, and.in a
great Meafure owes its Birth to a Man’s Confcioufnefs' of
his own fecret Corruptions. What the Motives are from
‘which this Vice proceeds, or by what Steps it grows up into
Slander, it is difficult to determine : But, let the Spring of
it be what it will, the Effecs of Defamation are equally in~
jurious to the Perfon at whom it is aim’d. Every one who
is invefted with the Sentiments of a Chriftiap or ‘2 Gentle=
man ; every one who has either the Love ofiis Country, or
Honour of Religion at Heart, cannot but be highly offended
at this cruel, this ungenerous Pratice, which tends to the
utter Extirpation of all Truth and Humanity among us. It
is the Opinion of a 1 late ingenious Writer, that, as every
bongft Man fets as bigh a Value upon a good Name as upon
Life itfelf, ‘they who privily afféult the one, would-dfiroy the
other, I’[ they could do it wit the fame Secrecy and Impanity.
That Perfon who conceives a Pleafure from the Difhonour
of any one defam’d, is no lefs defirous of doing Mijfchiefy
than he whofe Tongue is bafely employ’d therein ; he muft
certainly have a true Relith of Scandal, and confequently
the Sceds of that Vice within him. Nothing more betrays

the

* 8¢ Matthew, chap. v. werfe 44.
+ St. Loke, chap. xxxic werfe 35
+ Monfieur Bagle.
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i the Narrownefs of the Soul, and an evil Difpofition. of

Mind, than Tatling and Backbiting 5 nothing can be more
deftruive of Society, than thofe two {pit-fire %/ices; where-
fore, ‘whenever you find them introduc’d into Converfatioty,
let the following Rules form the Model of your Conduét.
Firft, never take Delight in hearing' the Faults of others':
Secondly, be flow in believing them ; and, Thirdly, be cauti~
ous in repeating them. Be always filent upon fuch Occafions,
and keep your Heart and Tongue to yourfelf ; let the Secret
‘die within your Breaft, and retirc'as foon as good Breeding
will allow you. Though a Report to any Perfon’s Prejudice
may be true, fifft confider the Caufes of fuch inadvertent
Behaviour, for to the want of Attention all our Faults are
owing ; then ballance his Virtues and his Vices, his good
Qualities and his bad 5 and even at the worft you have no
judicial Authority to pafs Sentence, or even to wound his
Safety. Nay, when you can promote Virtue by it, let
your Touches of Reproof be gentle.  Indifcreet, partial, or
uncharitable Reproofs, lofe their Efficacy, and become
Vices. Viokent Rebubkes (fays Thales) are like Plumb-cakes
Seuck with Thorns.

By opprobrious Tongues the Honour of Families may be
ruin’d, the higheft Titles degraded, the nobleft Virtues ren-
der’d cheap, and the moft exalted Qualities expofed to the
Contempt of the Ignorant and Vicious. Therefore never
look down upon Scandal but with the greateft Difdain and
Abhorrence ; and remember this, that tearing other Peoples
Cloaths off their Backs, will never make your own fit the
eafier on you.

Compaffion- (which is another Name for Charity) feems
to be fo natural an' Ornament to your Sex, whofe foft Breafts
are made and difpos’d to entertain Tendernefs and Pity,
that Solomen introduc’d it as a neceflary Ingredient in the
Chara&er of a virtuous Woman 5 She firetcheth forth her
Hands to the Poor, (fays the Champion of Wifdom) and
reacheth her Bread to the Needy's that is, her Bowels are full
of Mercy, and fhe prefers the Neceflities of others to her
own fuperuous Delicacies ; fhe moderates her own Enjoy-
ments, to be the better enabled to relieve them. The
Money laid out by many Ladies in Cofmeticks, to repair or
rather difguife their Complexions, would be expended to
better Advantage in Balfams, Unguents, Plaifters, and Me-
dicines for the Poor and Difeafed. ~Thus your Grandmother
laid in conftant Provifions for the Poor; and her/Charity
was bleft with Judgment and Succefs. « When others were

3 HE fpinning
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fpinning out . their heavy Hours in fhufiling o dividinga
Pack of Cards, and perhaps with no other, Ideas; but. thofe of
xed and black Spots rang’d together in different Figures: She
xetir’d to. her Apartment of Drugs, which. fhe furnifhed

carly at a great Kxpence : | There fhe ftudied the Effences of

lants, and Herbs, and how to. mix. their Juices ; there fhe
«confulted the Sources of various Difeafes, and what Medi-
cines were proper to.prefcribe, ‘When others lay folded up
in the Arms . of Sleep, or were trifling at the Toilet, her
Morning Exercife was.to bind up the Sores of the Poor,. to
diftribute Salves, Phyfic, and Plaifters, and to give them
Money befides. Thus fhe took Delight in:the Exercife of
Charity 5 thus /fhe improv’d her Knowledge 5 footh’d, and
allay’d the Paffions ;. communicated Good to the Extent of
her Power ; and thus (he found Employment for moft of the |
vacant Hours of Life. = For- this fhe liv'd belov’d, and dy’d
lamented.  She confider’d that fuch Employments were not
onlyi Amuféments for the Time they lafted, .and fecur’d to
her: the Love and Efteem of all her Acquaintance, but that
their Influence was to extend to thofe Parts of her Exiftenge
which lie beyond the Grave ; and that her whole Eternity
would take its Colour from thofe Hours which fhe. fo wilely
employ’d.

As Charity is the greateft of all Virtues, fo is the humble
Manner of beftowing it the greateft Ornament that attends
it, and renders it moft amiable in _the Sight of God, . Let
your Heart thercfore be foften’d with.the greateft Sympathy
and Meeknefs; towards all People in Diftrefs ; - for,; as the
pooreft of Men are great Inftances of divine Love,, fo let all
your Fellow-creatures be Inftances of yours.. . Always have
2 great Tendernefs for old People, and take Pleafure, in
comforting the Infirmities of their, Age.. Hear. the Com-
plairits -of the Poor with Compaflion, .and never turn them
away with harfh or reproachful Language, Jeft thercby you
thould add to their Afflictions, and they. fhould curfe youw.in .
the Bitternefs of their Souls. . It was the Advice of the Son
of Sirach, ot to give the Poor .any. Qccafion 4 curfe X you.

hen a: poor ftarving Wretch finds a hard Heart under.a
foft Raiment, and fees a Perfon trick’d out with many, Bau-
bles. and Fopperies, the Price of the leaft of which would
warm; his empty Bowels and refrefh his fainting Spirits, it,is
a great Trial. = Poverty of itfelf is fafficient to embitter the
Soul, and needs not an additional Temptation. According
to your Abilities relicve all Perfons, even the moft abandon’d
Reprobates;

® Ecclef. cb.iv. werfe 5.
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Reprobates’s for nothing isa higher ITnftance of a Divife
and God-like Spirit. ' It'is a moft noble Part of Charity-(fays
St. Auftin) 1o give to the Stranger and Undeferving: The firft
may have Merit, the other may repent.  Never treat common
Béguars with Contempt or ‘Averfion, though their  Appear-
ance ‘be ever fo offenfive; but remember the Kindnefsof'our
Saviour and his Apoftles towards them. = Confider that even
they have an equal Right with you to the Proteion: of
Heaven : Be thankful that you'are not affli¢ted with their
Diforders, ‘their Sores, or their Poverty, but always treat
them as your Fellow-creatures ; for, as'they are fuch, it is
your Duty to wifh them Peace of Mind in this World, and
eternal Happinefs in' the next ; ‘which it is impofiible you
can'fincerely do, and yet not have the Heart to.give thema
fmall Relief. g

‘The next Virtue I 'recommend to your Practice, is Hu-
mility : Bleffed are the * poor in Spirit, for theirs is the King-
dom'of Heaven. Thus our blefled Saviour open’d his Sermon
‘on the Mount ; and from his Example we'may be aflur’d
that Humility is the richeft Garment that the Soul can'wear.
By'this Word is to be underftood, not an abje&t Poornefs of
Spirit,  that would ftoop to do a miean thing, but fuch an
humble Senfe of human Nature, as fets the Heart and Affec-
tions right towards' God, and gives us every Temper that is
tender and affe@ionate towards our Fellow-creatures. - "Fhis
is' the Soil of all Virtues, where every thing that is good and
Tovely grows.

Though Humility in itfelf be an intire fingle Virtue, yet
it 'is diverfify’d’ according to the feveral Faculties of the
Soul it'influences: ‘So that there is a Meeknefs of ‘the Un-~
derftanding, a Mecknefs of the Will, and a Mecknefs of the
Affe@ions. Meeknefs and' Humility are fynonymous. Firft
then, a Mecknefs of the Underftanding; s a Pliablenefs to
Convidtion, ‘owning ‘our Faults with Candour, liftening to
Reafon, and bearing juft Reproof. - The Vice oppofite to
this is Conceitedniefs, “Secondly, that of ‘the Will is a Sub-
miffion to Authority, which in'divine Things is God’s Willy
in natural and moral Reafon ;' in Human Conftitutions, the
Command of Parents and Superiors.  The Vice oppofite'to
this’ is ‘Obftinacy. Thirdly, that of the Affections lies in
reducing the Paffions to a regular, calm Temper; not fuffer-
ing them to make an Uproar within to difturb ones felf,
nor without to difquiet others. The Vicesoppofite to this
are Malice, ‘Anger, Reveiige, Envy, Furyy and fuch lllli;.

’ °

* Sr. Matthow, ch. v, werfe 3.
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No Perfon without this Virtue, can either obey the divire
Commands, or chearfully fubmit to Providence ; for Piety
and Pride can no more thrive together, than Health and
Sicknefs.

Never fay any thing dire&tly tending to your own Praife ;
and, when you have done or faid any thing that deferves it,
receive it from others with Indifference, Be not too cove-
tous of it, nor appear difpleas’d or confus’d at getting it ;
but, when you have done any thing worthy of Praife, fuffer
yourfelf to be told of it without rebuffing thofe who are do-
ing you Juftice. In your private Thoughts diveft yourfelf
of it, and return it to God as theGiver of the Gift, and the
Blefler of the Acion. Give him unfeign’d Thanks for
making you an Inftrument of his Glory, for the Benefit
of others,

Never be proud of your own Accomplifhments, nor en-
tertain high Conceits of your own Performances, for that
will not only eclipfe their Luftre, but cancel all their
Worth. Your having a juft Senfe of your own Meannefs,
and the divine Excellence; will qualify you for an unfeigned
Submiffion to his Will and Wifdom, and to refift the Afiaults
of Pride and Vain-glory. You have not, as far as I can
judge, the leaft Tincture of either of thofe Vices ; yet it may
not be amifs to inform you of the Guilt, the Danger, and
the Folly attending them. It was for Pride, that the Fallen
Angels were banifh’d from the divine Prefence ; by which
we may know that it was not only the firft, but the greateft
Sin that the very Devil himfelf committed.  Every Perfom
(fays * Solomon)" that is proud.in Heart, is an Abomination te
the Lord.  From this Sin naturally flows an irreverent Neg-
lec of our Duties to Heaven, and an haughty Contempt
of our Fellow-creatures ; and thus Pride firft prepares the
Soul for the Commiffion of all Sins, and then betrays it to
the Punifhment of theém. A proud Spirit thinks all the
Mercies he receives are the Reward of his own Deferts, in
the Seafons of Diftrefs murmurs againft Providence ; and, if
he thinks on God at all, he hates him, as if he were greatly
injured. For this Reafon the Deity has declared himfelf the
proud + Man’s profefls’d Enemy. Never admit (fays the
1 Philofopher) wain Glory into_your Heart ; for buman Glory
is at beft no more than human Folly. "

re

* Prov. b, xvi. wer. 5. ;
+ Prov. ch. xvi. wer. 18, §¢. James, cb. iv. wer. 7.
1 Seneca in bis Morals
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Here I beg leave to break through the Rules of modern
Refinement, as generally pradis’d by the Beau Monde, and
both to ftate and anfwer the follow Queftions: What is it
that the fineft Lady in Being has to be proud of ? She is but

. Duft_and_Afhes ; her Body is weak and infirm, fubject to
Difeafes, Death.and Corruption: In her Colour and Com-
plexion fhe is outdone by various Flowers; and, when her
Beauty is in its fulleft Bloom, a few Fits of Sicknefs chinge
it into Palenefs and Wrinkles. In Health and Strength fhe
is_inferior to many irrational Creatures, If fhe values her-
felf for her Riches, at her own Rate fhe islefs worth than a
(Gold Mine, or a Cabinet of Toys, If the be proud of her
Birth, there is no Merit in that, nor js it a Blefling of her
own purchafing or deferving. If fhe be vain of her own
Acquirements or Excellencics, fhe leflens them proportion-
ably in_the Eftecm of all good Judges. What was fhe be-
fore begotten ? Nothing.—What in the dark Regions of her
firft Being? Uncleannefs,—What in her Infancy ¢ Weak-
nefs.—What in her Youth? Folly and Giddinefs.—W hat
is all her Life ? A Sinner,.—What after Death? A flinking
Lump of Clay, offenfive to her deareft Friends, a forgotten
Heap of Rottennefs and Corruption, a Prey to Worms and
Vermin,

Hence it appears how unworthy of a Place in a ration
Breaft the Paffion of Pride muft be. Proud Fools are every
where the Obje@s of Contempt; and all Perfo
that Charafter, who are proud of their Beaut apes,
Wit, Fortune, Titles, or any other Embellithments of Body
or Mind.. As all thofe Advantages arc the Gifts of Hea-
ven, it is not in our Power to fecure them a Day. Ina
Moment we may be blafted with Poverty and Difeafes, and
be driven out from among Men, to dwell and feed with
Beafts.  Thus * Nebuchadnezar, the greateft Monarch in
the World, was punifh’d for his Pride.

He who gives Grace to_the Flumble, will take it from the
Proud. _Confitler this well, and never let Pride or Vanity
be. your Sin; preferve an irreconcileable Hatred to it, and
never let it feed upon the Fancy of your own Worth; fup-
prefs the firft Rifing of it in your Heart, by a Remembrance
of fome of your Tmperfections ; and fo make the frft Mo-
tion of Pride an Occafion of Humility, than which nothing
more enobles and exalts the Mind, and prepares it better
for the heroick Exercife of all other Virtues.  Let all y
good Actions be done with no other View than to plea

E

® Recorded in the Prophecy of Daniel; chiap. iv.
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Deity, who, being prefent in cvery Place, fees all your
Aétions, knows all your Thoughts, and fearches into the
deepeft Recefles of your Mind,

Never affect being difficult of Accefs, let your Station be
ever {o exalted. When Inferiors come to vifit you, or even
to petition your Afiftance, receive them chearfully, and
difmifs them fpeedily 5 for the Impatience of attending De-
pendants is very great, and nothing but Pride and Ill-nature
can take Pleafure therein. 'When we pour out our Com-
plaints or Addreflis to Heaven, if they were to be rejected
till our Betters were ferv’d before us, what would become
of moft of our Petitions? Which would be the proper Sea-
fon to apply in? Always pay a Deference to your Superiors,
an humble Behaviour to all your Eguals, cither in Age or
any other Refpect 5 a condéfeending Courteoufnefs to all
your Inforiors s an unaffe@ted Pleafure in ferving and obli-
ging them. By this Rule you will fecure both their Refpect
and Love; yet in this Part of your Behaviour there is a nice
Caution to be obferv’d. If you become too familiar with
thofe below you, there is greac Danger of lofing their
Efteem and Affection. There is likewife a Refervednefs,
which in young Perfons of your Sex, is on fome Occafions
both becoming and neceflary ; I mean fuch a Diftance in
Behaviour as to fhun the Impertinence of Fops, Beaux, and
Rakes ; to avoid their Converfation, to be deaf to their
Difcourfes, to rejeét their Artifices, and to defpife their
Compliments.

As the Vanity of Drefs is what moft young People are
liable to, I thinz it proper to give you my Sentiments and
Advice concerning it. Be but perfuaded of my tender Af-
fecion for you, and then my Cautions will become agreca~
ble. Expenfive Drefs is not a Crime, becaufe there is not
any Harm in good Apparel; but becaufe it fhews a Depra-
vity of Mind, which turns the neceflary Ufe of Cloaths in-
to Extravagance, Pride, and Folly, A Perfon who is vain
in Drefs, can never have an upright Mind in all other Re-
fpe nor is it poflible for a gawdy Outfide to have any
thing wife or fedate within. If in Complaifance to the
Beaw Monde, 1 would give up the Argument, could you
imagine it equal to a reafonable Creature to follow any
Cuftom that has nothing elfe to recommend it, but that
no Hurt in it? Bare Innocence has no Claim to
Merit ; thercfore never make the Way of the World your
Meafure in this, to cry out with other gay Girls, Where
can be the Harm of Cloaths ? In the moderate Ufe of lawful

Things
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Things there can be no Crime, but in all Extreams there is.
Nothing is more innocent than Reft and Retirement, yet
nothing more dangerous than Sloth and Idlenefs. Nothing
is moré neceffary than eating and drinking, yet nothing
more brutith than Gluttony,—nothing more unmanly than
Drunkennefs. Nothing is more refrefbing than Sleep, yet
nothing more ftupifying than an Indulgence of it. So, no-
thing can be more becoming than to be neat and clean in
Apparel, yet nothing more oppofite to the Chriftian Spirit
of Meeknefs, than to be extravagant in Drefs, and to lay
out too much Thought and Expence in adorning the Body.
You are to confider Vanity in Drefs as an Indulgence of
Pride and Levity, and an Offence againft Humility and
Difcretion.  There is nothing to be faid for the Wifdom of
any Virtue, but what is as good an Argument for the wife
and reafonable Ufe of Drefs ; therefore never incline to wear
any thing particular in it, nor be apt to fall in with the
Folly of every Fafhion. If you be vain in one thing, you
may be vain in every thing ; for one kind of Vanity differs
from another, only as one kind of Intemperance does from
another.

Sluttifhnefs, which is the oppofite Extream of this Folly,
is likewife to be as much avoided as that ; for as one fhews
the Vanity of the Heart, {o does the other detect a Lazinefs
and Indolence of Temper, that a reafonable Creature fhould
bluth to wear. My Advice therefore on this Topic is, when
you fhun one Folly, not to run into a * greater. In your
Drefs follow as nearly as you can the Example of + Miranda,
who was always clean .in the cheapeft Things. Her Cha-
racter is thus difplay’d— Ewvery thing in Miranda’s Drefs re-
Jembles the Purity of her Souls and Jbe is always clean without,
becaufe fhe is always purewithin, Thus 1 of late a certain
Lady of Quality appear’d in her Birth-day Suit, after cloath-
ing a great Number of Widows and Children with that
Prefent which her Lord defign’d for her Finery on that Day.
What would make female Beauty fo amiable, or place its
Luftre in o juft a Light, as the Imitation of fo glorious an
Example ?

Chaftity is the next Virtue that is to fall under your Con-
fideration’; no Charm can fupply its Place; without it

E 2 Beauty

* Dum Stulti vitant vitia in contraria currunt, Hor. !

+ Deferib'd by My. Law in bis Serious Call to a devout Life, |
eb. viii. pag. 78.

1 The Right Hon. Lady M—
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Beauty is unlovely, Wit is mean and wanton, Quality con-
temptible, and Good-breeding worthlefs.  She who forfeits
her Chatity, withers by degrees into Scorn and Contrition 3
but fhe, who lives up fo its Rules, ever flourihes, like a
Rofe in Fune, with all her Virgin Graces about her——
* fweet to the Senfe, and lnch} to the Eye. = Chaftity
heightens all the Virtues which it accompanics, and fets off
every great Talent that human Nature can be poffefi’d of.
It is not only an Ornament, but alfo a Guard to Virtue,
This is the great Point of female Honour, and the leaft Slip
in 2 Woman’s Honour is never to be recover’d. This, more
than any other Virtue, places yeur Sex in the Efteem of
ours, and invites even thofe to admire it, who have the
Bafenefs to profane it. I therefore recommend it to your
Approbation in the minuteft Circumftances. Chaftity is a
kind of quick and dclicate Feeling in the Soul, which makes
her fhrink and withdraw herfelf from every thing that is
wanton, or has Danger in it, This makes it fo great a
Check to locfe Thoughts, that I preferibe to you the Pra&ice
of it in your greateft Solitudes, as if the beft Judges were to
fee and cenfure all you do. However, I cautmn you againft
an affe@ed Modefty, which, inftead of exalting your “Cha-
ralter, will raife a fre(h Attention of the Publick to obferve
and cenfure your Condu&t. The Part of Virtue may be
over-atted. 'Not daring to laugh at a facetious, innocent
Jeft s a ridiculous Affectation, and Hypocrify or lil-na-
ture, is often difcover’d under the Difguife. Honeft Plea-
fures are not inconfiftent with true Modefty ; but an affec-
ted Air of Coynefs and Grav always fufpected. When
a young La ais’d for her Merit, good Mien or Beau ity,
fhe fhould not reject fuch Commer ns with an angry
Look or a ((U(l‘lul ])m rn, b -vt receive it with Eafe and

if it er’d 5 rather mm( ity l\c«u’

g prais’d, if y
p.mms with a nutb ferupulous r\ﬂ(&'non, and
of Precifenefs or morofe
the Poifon of Life, and Scourge
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you againft infolent Attacks and pathetic Addrefles, and
keep your Confcience always clear and calm,

Chaftity is a Suppreflion of all irregular Defires, volun-
tary Pollutions, finful Concupifcence, and of an immoderate
Ule of all fenfual or carnal Pleafures. Its Purity confifts in
Abftinence or Cantinence. The fieft is properly attributed to
Virgins and Widows, the othier to married Women. It is
the proper Office of this Virtue to reiift all impure and un~
clean houghts, to mortify all unchaft Longings, and to
avoid all alluring Objeéts. This is a fublime Virtue, If
wanton Dreams be remembered with Pleafure, that which
before was unvoluntary, and thercfore innocent, becomes a
voluntary and finful Tranfgreffion of this Virtue. Chaftity
is fo eflential and natural to your Sex, that every Declina-
tion from it is a proportionable receding from ‘Womanhood.
An immodet Woman is a kind of Monfter diftorted from
‘orm. Shame is the elde(t Daughter of a defiled
. Appetites of Luft are full of Care, and the
Fruition is Folly and Repentance.  The * Way of the Adul-
terer is hedg’d with Thorns.  Know ye not (fays St. Paul) that
your Body is the Temple of the Loly Ghyt # "This makes the
defiling of it the more dangerous; but as to the actual
Breach of this lovely Virtue forbid in the feventh Com-
mandment, it is in its own Nature fo vile, and throughout
the whole Book of Life reprefented in fuch dreadful Lights,
threaten’d with fuch terrible Vengeance, punifh’d with fuch
heavy and miraculous Judgments, that I fhall not take up
your Time with a Diflértation ona Vice fo oppofite to your
Temper, and fo much below your Thoughts. = My prefent
Defign s to caution you againft all Levities of Drefs, Car-
riage or Converfation, that may taint or blemifh the Purity
of the Mind, In the s4th Page you may fec the Folly and
Extravagance of the fincft Cloaths difcourag’d 5 but I have
yet one thing more to offer to your Confid ion concern-
ing the Danger of them, If the various Arts of Drefs ferve
to draw the amorous Wifhes, and to gratify the Paffions of
lewd People, fuch Females are greatly to be condemn’d as
ufe thefe Arts in Drefs and Beauty, that may probably be-
tray weak Minds into fuch dangerous Offences. Though
there is no Law againft fine Apparel, yet in the Scripture +
we are commanded o take bheed lyft by any Moans this Liberty
of ours become a Stumbling-block 1o them who are weak 5 and

left thereby we incline our Brather to offend.  How then can
E 3 that

its pre
¥

* Soe the frcond Chapter of Holea, and she fixth Verfe-
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that Drefs be modeft and innocent, that invites to Tempta~
tion, that kindles loofe Paffions in other People, or that fe-
duces unwary Eyes to fin? That Girl who endeavours by
the Artifice of Drefs to attra& the Admiration, to {tir up
languithing Defires, and to provoke the wanton Withes of
her gay Beholders, is as guilty of breaking the feventh Com-
mandment, as the Woman in the Gofpel that was taken in
the Fa&. Therefore be not induftrious to fet out t Beauty
of your Perfon, but, as I faid before, let your Drefs always

refemble the Plainnicfs and Simplicity of your Heart.
Maodefty banifhes every thing that is indecent and un-
comely in the Looks, Words, Carriage, or Behaviour, that
would make any one troublefome in Company ; it tunes
and refines the Language, moderates the Tone, fweetens
the Accents, and never admits earneft or loud Difcourfe.
It prefcribes not only the Manner, but likewife the Meafure
of Speaking. Tt fupprefles exceflive Talking, as onc of the
reateft Indecencies of Converfation. A Juft, reafonable
odefty, and native Simplicity of Looks, triumphs over
all artificial Beauties : Like the Shades in Painting, they
raife and round every Figure, and make thofe Colouts look
beautiful, which without them would be too glaring, On
the contrary, though a Lady be adorn’d with all the Em-
bellithments of Art and Nature, yet if Boldnefs, Scorn, or
Haughtinefs, be imprinted on her Face, it blots out all the
Lines of Beauty, and eclipfes all that is otherwife amiable.
Women, adorn yourfelves (fays St. * Paul) in madeft dpparel,
with Shamefacednefs, &c. By this Word we are not to under-
ftand an awkward Bafhfulnefs, for that befpeaks the want of
Good-breeding and Politenefs 3 but fuch a confcious Mode-
fty as, with becoming Affurance, may very well meet in
the fame Perfon ; and when properly unitéd, may render
each other amiable. Blufhing 4 is an ambiguous Suffufion,
that may be the Livery either of Guilt or Innocence, Per-
fons may not have loft the Senfe of Shame, tho’ they have
forfeited their Innocence. Modefty, you are to obferve,
confifts in being confcious of no 11l, and not in Blufhes, or

being athamed of having done it.

ake care to avoid all particular Motions with your
Head, all wanton or oblique Glances of the Eyes, all ogling
or winking, dimpling of the Checks, or primming of
the Lips. In your Walking let your Carriage be eafy, but
not loofe ; regular, but not precife 5 and avoid Conceit in
all

* 1 Tim. chap. ii. wer. g.

+ By Horace called Pudor Malus.
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all your Geftures.  Let your Mien be free, and your Air
without AffeGation. You muft fet a Guard upon * your
Lips ; upon + your Tongue, and even upon your Thoughts :
For unto Gad all Hearts lie open, all Defires are known, and
from him na Seerets are bid.

Another Chriftian Virtue which highly deferves your
Efteem is Temperance. I have heard an eminent Phyfician
fay, that although Medicines are abfolutely neceffary in acute
Diftempers, if Men would live in an habitual Courfe of thefe
two great Inftruments of Health, Exercife and Temperance,
there would be but little Occafion for them. Thus he ac-
counted for his Opinion : Exercife throws off all Juperfiuous
Humours, but Temperance pnwnt{ them ; t’/{ 4ImnPt/wﬂI/:f-
Jels, but this kecps them clear 3 that helps Nature and promotes
the Circulation of the Blood, but this enables Nature to exert
berfelf in all ber Vigour s Esercife may diffipate a growing
Diftemper, but Temperance will flarve it. Thus of the two,
“Temperance appears o be the greater Prefervative of Health.
It has likewife t articular Advantage over all other Means
of Health, that it may be practis’d by all Perfons, of all
Ranks, in all Seafons, and in all Places, without Expence,
Lofs of Time, or Interruption of Bufinefs.

Temperance is a Regimen into which all Perfons may put
themfelves, ‘This Virtue is a reafonable Reftraint upon all
our Paffions, in rezard to the Ufe of Meat, Drink, and Re-
creation ; and only allows of thefe, as they adminifter to
Health and Innocence. High Living is apt to beget high
baffions 3 and Luxury is always attended by Luft. The
Advice of Pythagoras (that Hero of Heathen Writers!) is,
That, as the Body is no more than the Servant 1 of the
Soud, it fhould only be nourifbed [o as it may beft perform an
bumble and obedient Service to it. Conftitutions are fo dif-
ferent, that it is impoffible to lay down any fixt or determi-
nate Rule for Temperance, What is Luxury in one may be
Temperance in another. In this all Perfons are the beft
Judges what Kinds and what Proportions of Food agree with
them : But all may be affur’d that Nature delights in the
moft plain and fimple Diet ; whereas the various Taftes of
Fith, Fowl, Flefh, Sallads, Sauces, Fruits, and Confec-
tions, generally intice the Pallate, and occafion Excefs.
Such artificial Provocatives may create a falfe Appetite, but

E 4 never

* §¢. Matthew, chap. v. wer. 8. Eph. chap. v wer. 29-

] Al the Ujfe ewen the puref Sort of Body can be of 1o the Mind, is to

+ an Infirument of local Motion, or o be @ Repafitory of 1deas for
Memory and Imagination. .
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never nourifh the Stomach. © Gouts, Dropfies, Rheuma-
tifms, Fevers, and many other Diftempers, are originally
owing to Surfeits.  Make your Meal (fays Dr. Ratelifi) ot
of one Dijh 5 rather eat [paringly thrice Day, than once hear-
tily 5 let every Meal be digefled before repeated ; let yoyr Drink
be temperate, but always good 3 ufe moderate Esxer 5
bathe your Fect in cold Water every Day, Thus that celebras
ted Man advis’d his Friends, telling them that an Obfervance
of thefe Rules would fave them a great deal of Money, and
him a great deal of Trouble,

By others, certain Days of Abftinence, as the Conflitu-
tion will permit, are recommended towards the fecuring of
Health, or deftroying the firft Seeds of an Indifpofition, ‘OFf
the Efficacy of this Method towards the procuring of lon
Life, the abftemious Philofophers were remarkable Inftances,

At publick Entertainments the Variety of Obje@s fleals
away the Heart, and raifes Curiofity 5 and Company is ge-
nerally prefling and inticing 3 but as no Perfon ought to eat
or drink be, ond their Defire, and the Bounds of Modera-
tion, fo it is highly improper to prefs upon any one to do
either,

As to eating or drinking, your Health does not admit you,
nor does your Temper incline you to be immoderate in cither
fo that T need not trouble you with methodical Cautions
againft fpoiling your Shape, or enlarging your Stomach that

Way: Bue I'hope you will pardon me for afluring you that
vg is more injurious to the Health than Tea, if not

Tparingly us

d.  Adlual Tntemperance may with Fafe be
D

by thofe who efteem Di on 5 but the Nicety lies
king a prudent Ufe of fuch Things as in themfelves are
innocent, In this | at Danger, yet without a fbrick

Obfervance of this Rule, th
fublit. Where is the Di

Spirit of Prudence cannot
ence between a Lady’s falling
ea to Excefs, and a Gentleman’s
is Liquor ? 1 have feen a Lady
g t00 much Bohea Tea fubject to as wild Extrar
d have known her to form whimfical Chime-~

f Bedlam did ; and then to fink from Laughter
from Rapture into Melancholy, from Plea-

|

Pain—and after a Change of exquifite Ago-

*d by nothing but bleeding, brufh-
iptions as are given to Gentlemen after
a Surfeit of hard drinking. By all I could ever colle@ from
the concurring Opinions of the beft Phyficians that I have
the Pleafure of being known to, a Lownefs and Hurricane
of
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of Spirits, a Tremor of the Nerves, a Coldnefs of Stomach,
many kinds of Hyfterics, and feveral Diftempers peculiar to
our Sex, are in a great Meafure owing to_that pernicious
eaf. Few among the Poor are fubject to Hyfterics, nor is
it above forty Years fince they were admitted into the
Chambers of the Rich.

This Caution is intended particularly for you; wherefore I
petition fuch Ladies as are fond of Tea, to read it over with
Indifference free from Prejudice, and not imagine that Iam
oppofite to their Intereft, or incline cither to condemn or

corre& their Tafte.

Among all the Virtues of a Chriftian, Patience thines with
equal Luitre, It makes us acceptable to God, agreeable to
our Neighbours, and eafy to ourfelves. Souls that are truly
great, make Misfortunes and Sorrows little when they befal
themfelves, grievous and lamentable when they befal others.
Thus Heroes are always drawn ftruggling with Hardthips,
and bearing AfliGtions. This Life is fentenc’d’to be a Scene
of Trouble, and the Changes of * Fortune are fo various,
that the fure Means we can ufe to fecure our Peace, is to be
always prepar’d for the ill Events and Accidents we are to
meet with ; and then we fhan’t be furpriz’d into abje&t Di-
firefles of Mind, but be able to fupport our Fortitude and
Virtue in the deepeft Anguifh. Setting before us Profpects
of conftant Delight, foftens our Refolutions, and makes our
Misfortunes the feverer when they come ; but to bear an
Indifference to tranfitory Pleafures and Enjoyments, and to
refign them chearfully, qualifies us to ufe them properly,
and fhews that we know their true Value and Duration,

Patience confifts in a well-pleas’d Submflion to the Divine
Will, and a quiet yielding to whatever it pleafes the Deity
to afflié us with. If we are pofleft with a fincere Reverence
and Efteem of God, Humility will fortify us with Patience
to fuffer and not to murmur at his Difpenfations, ~Befides
the many native Beauties of this Virtue, many and great are
the Divine Promifes to recommend it to our Pradtice. Be-
Jold, bappy is the Man (fays the + infpir'd Chaldean) whom
Gud correéieth 5 for as many as be loves be | rebukes, and cha=
Jhens 5 wherefore we fhould not | be weary of his Corrections s
Jor he only wounds that bis Hands may beal §.  Afiions, if
we make a difcreet ufe of them, are Meflengers of Love from

Heaven

* A Term often us'd for what is wrought by the unfeen Hand of
the Difpofer of all Things. 4 Job. v. 17. 1 Rev. iii. 19.

Prov.ix. i1.  § Deuteron, ¥xxii. 29. 1 Sam.ii. 6. Jobv.
18. Hofea vi. 5. i
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Heaven to invite us there. Here, by Patience is not to be
underftood that imaginary Perfection of ftifling the Affec-
tions, and of condemning them to a State of utter Inaivity 5
for that would not be the Refult of Virtue, but Pride ; be-
caufe the only thing blameable in our Paflions is the Excefs
and Inordinancy of them. To preferve a gay and thoroughly
compos’d Temper in the fullen Seafon of Diftrefs would not
only be to offer Violence to the original Softncfs of human
Nature, but would likewife be a moft flagrant Difcovery of
Stubbornefs and Stupidity.

To fink under inordinate Grief at the Approach of any
Misfortune belongs to a vulgar Mind, and betrays too much
of a diftruftful Temper ; but to blefs God in the Time of
Trouble, and chearfully to welcome his Correétions, is the
true Exercife of a reafonable well-inform’d Soul. Many are
the Arguments among the ancient Philofophers to inculcate
this Virtue ; but Chriftianity remits us for Comfort to higher
and nobler Confiderations.” It reprefents Difappointments
and Lofles as the temporary Chaftifements of a merciful and
loving Father, who ftill corre@s us for our Profit ; it inftructs
us how to bring our Humours to be fatisfied under the feve-
reft Trials ; to receive gencroufly whatever Providence lays
upon us by Neceflity, and whatever Favours Heaven has con-
fer’d upon us during the Divine Pleafure, with Chearfulnefs
to return. Chriftianity informs us, that as the Condition
of all good things here is to be tranfient and feparable from
us, we fhould be affeted accordingly with an honeft Indif-
ference towards them. It convinces us, that in this Life
(which is a continued Struggle with the Infirmities of our
Nature) there is not 2 Poflibility of fecuring an uninterrupted
Happinefs. It fhews us that our Natures are made pafiive,
and that to fuffer is our Lot ; and then dires us 7o place our
Affections on Things above. It puts us out of Conceit with
the moral Syftem and the delufive Profpeés of this Life ; but
at the fame time it enables us to form adequate Ideas of the
Dignity of our Souls to regulate our Paflions, and to inlarge
our Views, It difplays before us all the inviting Charms of
Virtue, which lead to Rivers of eternal Pleafure. ‘[hus
Chriftianity expatiates the infinite Goodnefs of the Deity ;
whofe Compaffions never fail, and who remembers Mercy in the
midft of Fudgment.

e cannat ( fays Amafis) * expect in this World an unmixt
Happine[s, *“ without being frequently temper’d with Troubles
< and Difs, > In a wide extended rural Profped, tho’

ever

* In bis Epifile to Polycartes.
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| ever fo beautiful, the Eye docs not every where meet with

~ golden Harvefts, the Beauty of fweet fmelling Flowers, or

. the rich Attire of embroider’d Fields, fhining in the Joy of
reviving Nature ; but it takes in at different Intervals, wild
and rude, uncultivated Traéts of Land. Thus by the Divine
Appointment the pleafanteft Scenes of this prefent State are
variegated and interwoven with Difappointments, Misfor-

. tunes, and Vexations, It-is therefore our Duty to with-
ftand the moft violent Accefles of any Danger or Lofs 5 and,
when under the afli&ing Hand of Providence, to cry out
with the * Champion of Patience— Righteous art thou, o
Lord, and upright are thy ‘Judgments I 1 open’d niot my Mouth
(fays the Royal Pfalmift) becaife 1 thou didft it Nay, if the
Almighty in his fatherly Wifdom fees it fit to add to the
Length or Weight of his Corrections, an unfeign’d Refigna-
tion to his Pleafure infpires us with that divine Anthem of
Praife—T by bleffed Will be done !

" When thofe Virtues are made pleafing and familiar to your
Choice, you will be properly qualified for the Exercife of
your focial Duties 5 fuch as by the Principles of Reafon and
Socicty are owing to Superiors, Relations and Friends, ina
particular Senfe, and in general to all Perfons.

The Duties which you are to pay your Sovereign the King
are 1 Honour and || Tribute, Prayers § and Obedience **.
Nothing can be more reafonable than thefe Duties, fince be=
neath the Shade and Protection of Royalty we find Security
and unruffled Peace, whilft the Monarch himfelf facrifices
his Eafe, and is fingly expos’d to all thofe Storms and Con-
vulfions from which he fhelters his Subjeéts. Self-intereft
may imbibe the Principles of paffive Obedience 3 but'the cor-
dial Performance of thefe Duties, depends greatly upon the
Conduét of the Sovereign, The Sway of tt Cyrus was fo
gentle and produdtive of fo many Blefings, that his People,
though ever fo far diftant from one another, and though dif-
fering ever fo widely in their Manners, Cuftoms and Lan-
guage, all united by the fame Sentiments of Efteem, had
fo much Reverence and Love for their Prince, that they
wifl'd his Reign to be eternal, Whercas Tyrants are repre-
fented under the Symbols of Monfters generated from the
toffing of the Ocean; from the Tumult, Confufion, and
dathing of Waves one againft the other s and under the
Image of wild Beafts, which fpread univerfal Terror and De-

folation,
* Job. + P xxxix. 9. See 1 Sam. c. iii. wer. 18,
1 Adts xiii. 5. || Rom. xiii. 6.+ § 1 Tim. ii. 2.

** 1 Pet. il 13, + 4 King g Perfia'quoted in Scriptures.
3 g 1
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folation. ~ We are made happy in a Sovereign who makes it
his principal Duty and moft effential Funéion to adminifter
Juftice to his People, to defend the Rights, revenge their

Vrongs, and promote their Happinefs,

You are not only to perform thefe Duties to the fupream
Magiftrate, but likewife in a fubordinate way to all who are
plac'd in Authority under him.

Love and eficem the Clergy, as being the Minifters of
God, and Interpreters of the Divine Will. Let your Re-
fpect for them be propartionable to the Dignity of their Of.
fice. They are * Ambaffadors for Chrift; and there is a
Refpeét due o all Ambaffadors anfiverable to the Quality of
thofe who fend them.  Shun as you would fo many Vipers
all fuch as prefume to affront or deride them. As the Apoftles
were Reprefentatives of Chrift, fo are the Clergy in fucceed-
ing them; and Chrift, when he fent them odt to preachy
told then,—FHe that defpifeth you defpifeth me 5 and be that
defpifeth me defpifeth him that fent me.

If ever you ineet with a Treatife (like the i
+ Whig) that refle@s on the Clergy, though the §;

ever {0 refin’d, and the Elegance ever fo perfualive, always
look down upon it with Concern and Abhorrence, and pity
the Author for not employing his Talents to better Purpofe.

The Clergy are our fpiritual Parents, and perform the
fame Offices t0 our Souls that cur natural Parents do to our
Bodies. Confult the whole Duty of Man upon this, and let
that Buok be always your Companion, - As the Clergy have
an equal Right to their Tythes as other Men have to their
Eftates, becaufe allotted by the fame Law ; the with-hold-
ing them is no lefs a Sin than Sucrilege, againft which § a
Curfe from Heaven is pronounc’d,

To thofe who honour their Parents, it is promis'd by the

Word of eternal Truth, that their Days fhall be long in the

Land of their Inberitance. From this we may learn how

amiable the Performance of this Duty is in the Sight of

Heaven.  Let your Obedience to your Mother be therefore

your Delight and Exercife. God ha given her Power over

you, to bring you up in his Fear and Scrvice, She was the

Guardian of your Childhood, and is the Guide of your yet

unexperienc’d Youth ; and never was a Truft difcharged with

greater

+ A modern Libel on the Clergy, in

great Requeft b the Free-thinkers. A beautiful drangement of

Words run through it with a great deal of Sophifiry 5 but neither the

Conclufions are juft, nor the Premifes pure. "Ses Mr. Square’s
nfaer. 1 Mal. iii, 8.

* 2 Cor. v.
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| greater Tendernefs and Fidelity. This muft naturally en-
{Tiven your Love for her, and melt you into the gentleft Obe-
| dience to her. Therefore let filial Affetion be your govern-
 ing Principle ; and behave yourfelf towards her with all Hu~
- mility and Obfervance. Let no Pretence of your being in
 the Right ever provoke you to anfwer her with Indifference
~or Contempt. In the gcript'lres there is a Multitude of
" Texts to exhort this Obedience, and as many Threatnings
) declared againft the * Negleét of it.  You muft love her,
 and be griev’d at every thing that difquiets her. Youare to
| pleafe her in all Circumftances, to comfort her on all Occa-
 fions, to obey her Commands with Pleafure, to confult her
' in all Affairs, and to reverence all her Precepts. Confider
that all this is but a moderate Return of Gratitude for the
" Toils and Hardfhips, Expence and Inquictudes fhe has fuf-
fered for you ; for the Care fhe has taken to educate and in-
fru you 3 for the good Example fhe has fhewn you, and
for the honeft Principles and Improvements of Mind fhe has
convey’d unto you. Above all A&s of Difobedience, I
caution you againft marryiag without her Confent. Never
encourage the moft honourable Addrefs or Propofals with=
out her Approbation; and then a Blefling will attend your
Proceedings. Though I advife you not to marry any Perfon
whom your Mother difapproves of, yet never be prevail'd on
to receive him for your Hufband whom you have not a cor-
dial Affection for.

Love your Sifters, and inftru them in their proper Du-
tics, according to their Age: Nature points it out to all,
who are born of the fame immediate Parents, to have united
Hearts and Affetions.

Love, oblige and efteem all your Relations.

The Duties that are owing to Friends are Integrity, Love,
Counfel, and Affiftance. It is not Intimacy and Frequency
of Converfation that makes a Friend, bat a difinterefted Ob-
fervance of thefe Duties.

The Idea of Friend(hip may be thus illuftrated. As Friend-
fhip is a general Bencvolence or Charity, it is a Relation of
the higheft Rank in focial Life Without the Commerce
of mutual good Offices how fhoukd we fubfift ? Wedhould
neither be happy sior fecure.
one by one, we would become a P
one ‘another. We are introduced “into the World
and unarmed, expofed to every Danger, and incapa
making the leaft Defence 5 but, when we arrive at tihe [V

turity

® Prov. cb. wxix. wer 22, and chigxe. ver.
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turity of our Reafon, we find, unles we flifle it in irs.
Birth, a generous Impulfe implanted in us by the Author of
our Being, that infpires us with tender Affe@ions and Senti-
ments of Love and Benevolence towards our Fellow-crea-
tures 3 and this ingrafted Principle wé call Friendthip, By
this Virtue we are made Mafters of this World, and by it |
alone we are {upported in every Change of Fortune, Thofe |
its happy Influences make ic 2 ufeful as it is pleafant 3 for, |
were it once rooted out of our Minds, we would foon be dif= |
fociated and fall to Pieces ; we would live upon the Spoils of |
one another, and fo forfeit all our Claim to Reafon and
Humanity. Without it Society (which nourifhes and fuf-
tains the Commerce of Life) would be a continual Courfe of |
Miftake and Confufion.

The Pleafures and Advantages of Friendfhip have been in
all Ages confider'd as great Ingredients of human Happinefs,
Such is the Benefit of univerfal Benevolence : But when the
Bond of Friendthip is ratified between particular Perfons,
the Paffion then is more refin’d, It then becomes a generous
Regard which they have for each other, abftradted from
all Views of Self-love or Intereft ; and it can only live in ge-
nerous, well-difpos’d Breafts, that can affift cach other in
the Exercife of Virtue, and kindle a mutual Emulation to
generous Offices.  Such was the Love between Patroclus and
Achilles 5 between Achates and Eneas 5 between Thefeus and
Perithous. In ficred Hiftory fuch was the Friendflip of *
Fonathan to David. Such an united Affetion as this is beau-
tifully defcrib’d in the following Lines :

<€ Marcus! The Friondfbips of the World are oft

& Confed'racies of Vice, or Leagues o Plafure:

¢ Qur’s has fevereft Virtues for its Bafss,

¢ And fuch & Friendbip ends not but with Life.”

What a noble and unreferv’d Declaration of Friendfhip is
that of Caftalio to his Brother Polydore 2

< [Whenc’er had I a Friend that was not Polydore’s ?
¢ Or Polydore a Foe that was not mine 2

|

Here the Poet introduces fomewhat fo amiably fincere,
that it muft imprint a lively Idea of Friendthip upon the
rudeft Fancy. Here they feem to have but one Soul relid-
ing in two Bodies, and equally informing both ; but in fuch
an inviolated Friendfhip as this a Conjun@ion of more than
two would in an abfolute manner deftroy its Unity.

Every

* Sam. ch xx, t Zn M. Addifor's Tragedy of Cato.
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Every Soul is not capable of {o free, fo generous a Paflion
as this. It is a Virtue of too pure a Conftitution to be lodg’d
in any but the moft excellent of Breafts. Hence it is obvious
to deduce what are the Requifites neceffary to Friendfhip.
From what is already premis’d I colle& ; Firft, that Virtue
in general is one ; Secondly, that good Nature is another 5
“Thirdly, that Likenefs of Difpofition is another ; and, in the
fourth Place, that it is requifite the Number of Friends be
few. As to the firft, it is evident that a Perfon who is proud,
ungrateful, covetous, ambitious, lewd, or any way immoral,
can never be a found Friend, fuch a one can never be faith-
ful, fecret, or fincere : Such a one cannot have the Spirit of
Conftancy and true Charity, without which Friendthip can’t
fubfift. ‘Therefore admit none into the undivided Ties of
Friendthip, but worthy virtuous People. There is a certain
Candor in true Virtue, which none can counterfeit. Se-
condly, No one can love a morofe, auftere, or fullen Perfon,
let his Principles be ever {o honeft, with the fame Intenfenefs
of Affection, as if his Temper were fweet, open, kind,
obliging, and beneficent. ‘Thirdly, without a competent
Proportion of an Agreeablenefs of Humour a fincere Friend-
fhip can never be contraed. The Spectator * obferves,
that fome of the firmeft Friendfhips have been contratted
between Perfons of different Humours 5 yet I can’t forbear
inclining to believe the Reafon of true Friendfhip being fo
rare, is not only owing to the frequent Abufes it meets with,
but likewife, in a great Meafure, to the Incquality of human
Difpofitions. Friends muft be invefted with the fame Incli-
nation +, muft have the fame Averfions, and the fame De-
fires 3 the Intention of the one muft be {uited to that of the
other, and there muft be an Emulation between them, which
fhall be moft fincere. Fourthly, as our Faculties are of a
finite Energy, it is impoffible that true Friendthip can be di-
vided among many. - The more the Rays of the Sun are
fcattered, fo much the weaker is their Force. As we divide
our Friendhip, it proportionably dwindles into Indifference,
and that true Friendthip can never tafte. Though the
Friendfhip of oné Perfon may be common to feveral, yet the
more Partakers there are of that Friendfhip, fo much the
lefs its Power and Efficacy muft be, and of Confequence made
fubjet' to the more Abufes and Corruptions. It is farther
neceflary, that the Benevolence of Friends muft not only be
mutual, but likewife mutually known. They muft have

Oppor-

* No. 385.  + Jdem welle atque idem nalle, ea demum off wera

Amicitate—Saluft. 4
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Opportunities of converfing or correfponding, that they may.
be fatisfied of the Reality of each other’s Love,
Friendfhip is of fo refin’d a Nature, that there is a great
Delicacy required in the Choice of Friends. It may not
therefore be impertinent to fet down a few Rules concerning

1t

Plutarch * dire@s us tomake a Trial of our Friends as of our
Money, and to be equally cautious of chufing both, - Tacitus +
tells us, that the longer a Friendfbip is contracted, fo much the
Saurer and more firm it is. From this we may collic, that an
old Friend is always to be moft valued, the beft to be lov’d,
and the firft to be trufted 1.

As Sincerity is a neceffary and a glorious Virtue, fo it is
alfo an obvious and an eafy one ; fo obvious, that wherefo-
ever there is a Life, there is a Place for it 5 and fo eafy, that
there is no Labour requir’d in preferving it ; and yet it is not
without its Niceties. * Self-prefervation tells us, that the ge-
neral Corruption of Man fhould caution ws againft trufting
Strangers ; univerfal Benevolence di®ates, that before a Man
has given us Reafon to queftion his Integrity, it would be a
Breach of Charity to fufpect him. He who fufpets his Friend
will deceive him, gives bim a kind of Right to do it ; for in
Friendfhip there muft be no Referves. As much Delibera-
tion as you pleafe may be us’d before the League is ftruck 3
but that once done, there muft be no doubtings—no Jealou-
fies. Now, chufing and approving imply the fame thing 5
fo that an imprudent 'Choice of Friends always brings a Stain
upon the Character of the Chufer,

Never enter into Friendfhip with an Inferior, either in
Education or Fortune, whofe Principles are not juft, whofe
Integrity is not unfhaken, and whofe Temper-is not humble
and eafy 5 unlefs you can fpare Time in correcling or remo-
ving fuch Infirmities.

Be careful in providing a difcreet Choice of Friends,
moftly of your own Sex 5 but in all Cafes of fuch as youmay
expect will innocently entertain you, and adhere to Sincerity.

Chufe your Friends rather for the Qualitics of the Heart
than thofe of the Head ; and prefer Fidelity in an eafy, com~
plying Temper, to thofe Endowments which make a greater
Figure in the World. That Friendfbip which makes the
Jeaft Noife is often the moft ufeful, and a prudent Friend is
generally of more Service than a zealous one. ”

A

* I bis Book of Friendpip. + Awmicitia tante ot certior,
quanto vetuflior. _{ Nefeis quippe navus gualis dmicus orit.
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A Mind foften’d by this Virtue cannot bear frequent Ré-
proaches ; wherefore thofe of a Friend fhould be always
Jjuft, mild, and feldom repeated. The proper Bufinefs of
Friendthip is to infpire Life and Hopes ; but fevere Rebukes
are apt to make a generous Mind droop and fink under’ the
Oppreflion, or clfe to leflen her Efteem for the Perfon who
gives them,

When a Perlon is fuddenly lavifh of Friendfhip, you have
Reafon to fear it will be foon exhaufted. The exceflive way
of fpeaking Civilities, and the many Profeffions of Kind-
nefs and Service which we ordinarily meet with, are no more
than a Proftitution of Compliments never intended to be put
in Practice. Where the Heart is well inclin’d, this Proftitu-
tion of Speech, this Pomp of Rhetoric, cannot be natural ;
nor do they mean half of what they exprefs. A generous In-
tegrity of Nature, and Honefty of Difpofition, fpeak no
mose than the Thoughts. Thofe Excellencies of Mind al-
ways argue true Greatnefs of Spirit, Courage and Refol#~
tion 5 and are therefore the principal Ingredients of a Friend.

Perfons in common Converfation may boaft what Profe(-
fions of Friendfhip and Sincerity they pleafe ; but Ceremony
is fo far from being effential to either, that in the moft pal-
pable manner, it helps to deftroy both, Modern Converfa-~
tion is fo fwell’d with Vanity and Compliments, that (as a
learned Divine, quoted by the Speétator, fays) it is hard to
determine whether it fhould more provoke our Contempt, or
our Pity, to hear what folemn Expreffions of Refpeét and
Kindnefs will pafs between Men almoft upon no Occafion 3
how great Honour and' Efteem they will declare for one
whom perhaps they never faw before, and how intirely they
are all on a {udden devoted to his Service and Intereft, for no

cafon ; how infinitely and eternally obliged to him for no
Benefit ; and how extremely they will be concerned for him,
yea, and afflicted too, for no Caufe. With great Command
of himfelf he purfues this Enquiry ; for which I refer you to
the hundred and third Speculation of that Author.

Be upon your Guard againft the Intimacy of Secret-tel-
lers ; and always be faithful in retaining them. Never be-
tray or dilcover the minuteft Circumftance committed to you
under the Seal of Secrecy. When Uly/fes intrufted the Edu-
cation of his Son to the Nobles of Zthaca, ** O my Friend,
< (aid he, if ever you lov’d bis Father, fhew it in your Care
¢ towards him 5 bui above all, do not amit to form bim juft,
5¢ fiucere, and faithful in hfipx‘ng 4 Secret”” In all Cafes it

is
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is an unpardonable Want of Politenefs to divulge * Se-
crets,

Though there is great Caution to be us’d in defending a
Friend’s CharaGter too warmly, left the Report to his Pre-
judice be true, yet we fhould be ftudious to filence Detrac-
tion, and always declare ourfelves in Favour of our Friends
as zealoufly and genteely as is confiftent with Honour and
Confcience. It is a Crime not inferior to Ingratitude to
fuffer our Friends to be abus’d in their Abfence. Sincerity
omits nothing for their Vindication, but takes Pleafure in
fopping the Mouth of unjuft Reproach,

Never drop or neglet your Friend in public who is wor-
thy of your private Converfation. Though hér Fortune
may be inferior to thofe, in whofe Prefence you overlook
ber, or endeavour to fhift her off 3 yet her good. Qualities
and inoffenfive Behaviour may make ample Attonement for
her Station.  You may without Offence introduce a Friend
of corre& Manners and moral Condu to a Perfon of any
Rank, Fortune, or Quality, provided you are familiar with
that Perfon yourfelf. To be afham’d of a worthy Friend in
fuperior Company, befpeaks a narrow and felf-interefted
Temper.

Be flow to join in cenfuring your Friends ; and when you
are made certain that the criminal Objections againft them
are true, preferve good Mannets in making a fair and fpeedy
Retreat from fuch miftaken Acquaintance.

We are fometimes oblig’d for juft Reafons to drop all
Commerce with our Friends 3 but, before it comes to that,
we are to obferve all due Meafures and Precautions for a mu-
tual Defence and Explication, Upon fuch a Rupture never
be influenc’d with Hatred, Prejudice, or Revenge : Never
acquit yourfclf to the Publick for fuch an Alteration in
your Conduét by talking ill of them ; never be fond of re-
peating the good Offices you have done them , never reveal
their Infirmities, nor betray their Secrets ; ftifle all Refent-
ments arifing againft them in your Breaft ; and if they have
done you an Injury forgive it genteely.

Whoever looks for a Friend without Imperfe@ions, will
never find what he feeks ; but as Integrity is the Foundation
of this Virtue, Flattery muft be a Vice with which it can-
not live.  Flattery gives + falfe Colours and Complexions to
all things. It is a flavifh, infincere Profufion of Praife,
which like a Piure lofes all its Beauty when the Colours
are laid on as if witha Trowel. Nothing divides and di-

ftradts

* Commiffu tacere qui nequit hic niger of. Hor. + Here
2 recommend 1o your reading the 460th Speculation of the Spectator.
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fira@s human Nature more than Ingratitude ; yet Flattery
feems to be the blackeft Devil of the two. So milchievous
are its Corfequences—fo various are its Deformities—fo per-
nicious is its Practice, and fo unbecoming a polite Perfon,
that it is wonderful how it can be entertain’d in the Bofom of
a profeft Gentleman or Lady : Surely, a generous and re-
fin’d ‘Education ought to infpire them with nobler Princi-
ples —Yet, fuch is the Perverfenefs of human Nature, that
we find a Tin&ure of it couch’d in the Profeflions of the po-
liteft People. When Bias * was afk’d which of all wild
Beafts was moft offenfive, he anfwer’d, of wild ones a Ty-
rant, of tame ones a Flatterer. The Subverfion of the Ro-
man Republic was imputed to this kind of Deceit, which
Derisfthenes calls The Witcheraft. of Affectim.  Leonardo da
Vinei + was defired to draw the Emblem of a Flatterer, which
he' reprefented by an Ivy thrufting down the Wall upon
whicli it grew. Thus much'T hope will fuffice to eftablifh
your Odium to fo bafe, fo meana Vice, and to direét you
never to put the leatt Confidence in any Perfon whom you
know to be guilty of it.

To purfue the feveral Niceties of Friendfhip into their
particular Branches, would be too copious a I'ield for my
prefent Defign 5 but if 'you find Pleafure in civil Society,
endeavour to keep fair with all People.  An Enemy of what-
ever Size or Charaller, may be able to give you great
Difturbance ; and the true End of Politics is to make Life
eafy. ~ Let the general Rule of your Condut be to offer no
Treatment to any Perfon,’ but fuch as would be agreeable to
yourfelf in the fame Circumftances. If you fulfil § the Royal
Law according to the Scriptures, thou fbalt love thy Neighbour
as thyfelf.

Affability is one of the greateft Ornaments of the Fair
Sex ; and it has fo many native Charms, that it will keep up
a Reputation in fpite of many Blemifhes. As this is the
fureft, fo it is the cheapeft Way of winning the Love and
Efteem of thofe you converfe with. A Smilc and courteous
Salutation is as cafy as a Frown and baughty Reception.
<< Thy affable Man ((ays Gicero) upon a Change of Fortune is
<. fure of Friends to comfort him 5 for his courtsous Bebavioar
< bas link'd them to his Intere/t.” ~Affability is a fweet Com-
pofition of ‘native Generofity, of Spirit, and polite Educa-
tion, Plainnefs and Simplicity are the Elements wherein it

F i rejoices 3

* One of the Sewen Wife Men. . + 4y T
of the moft univerfal Genius that sver liv'd.s
wer. 8. Compares this awith St, Matth. cb. vil.
Luke, b, vi. @er. 31 and 37,
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¥ejoices ; and Sincerity is its Companion as well as Humi-
lity. Complacency of Temper, ftripp’d of €eremony and
fuchlike Incumbrances of Converfation,is furprizingly taking,
efpecially with Inferiors, Difdain is the Vice oppofite to this;
and nothing is more apt to procure Enemics and Contempt.
The Birth or Spirit of a difdainful Perfon is always mean.
None are fo liable to this Folly—this miftaken Notion of
Grandeur, as upftart and Mufhroom Families.

A nice Part of Behaviour, wherein Affability is chiefly
difcovered, is that difplay’d in paying or receiving Vifits,
Ceremony and Roughnefs are equally fubverfive of this grace-
ful Virtue. When a Lady entertains, or is entertain’d by
a Friend, her Temper fhould be always open, equal, free
from Referve, and unruff’d with Care ; an agreeable Chear-
fulnefs thould fweeten her whole Behaviour ; an inward
Uneafinefs fhould be difcreetly ftifled, and all Complaints
fufpended. It is the Bufinefs of all Perfons to make thofe
cafy whom they entertain, and with a condefcending Eafe
to divide their Converfation among all admitted to fit down
with them, If a Lady of Quality invites an Inferior to
Dinner, and ecither négle@s her in Converfation, or pafles
an ill-natur’d, fevere Jeft 'upon her, the makes her dearly
pay for the Favour.  Upon fuch Treatment, from the moft
powerful Giver, always look down with Contempt. Here
Policy and Difcretion will command your Silence ; here
true Politenefs will difplay itfelf.

Upon the whole, you will find that in Good-nature, Sin-
glenefs, or Simplicity of Heart, unaffeted Complaifance, &
certain Opennefs of Behaviour, an agreeable Negligence,
and in an unconftrain’d Carriage, the Art of Good-breeding
chiefly confifts. Mutual Complaifance and Civility are ne-~
ceflary to fupport Converfation, and obliging Deferences
are due to Superiors ; but a formal Show of Ceremony, is
an Incumbrance to Converfation, and deftroys its native
good Senfe and Beauty. The fathionable World is grown
free and eafy, and Good-breeding fhews itfelf moft, where,
to an ordinary Eye, it appears the leaft. As every general
Rule admits of an Exception, fo i one part of Converfa-
tion there is a certain Reftraint neceflary ; I mean that De-
licacy of Expreflion which cloaths fuch Ideas, as have the
moft remote Appearance of Obfcenity, in modeft Terms
and diftant Phrafes. But what I have already offered upon
* Chaftity, will furnifh you with Cautions in this Affair.

In purfuance of Promife to  make female Learning a Sub-
Jed for Part of this Letter, I offer the following Thoughts

to

* Ses Page 55. + See the gth Page.
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to your Confideration : To cultivate and adorn your Under-
ftanding with the Improvements of Learning (I mean fuch
as is fuitable to your Sex) is a Matter vaftly more worthy of
your Attention than any external Graces you can put on.
‘The Learning I recommend to you, isan Enquiry into fuch
“Truths as will fix you in your Duty, and the reading of fo
much in moral and religious Authors, as will enable you to
form in your own Mind true Conceptions of the Deity,
efpecially of his * Goodnefs and Mercy, of your own Being,
and the Purpofes for which you were made ; that you may
be able to conform this Knowledge to the Pra&tice of Vir-
tue, and be ready always to give an Anfwer + to every one that
afketh you a Reafon of the Hape that is in you.

To read well is the firft and greateft Article in a young
Lady’s Education, and yet not many, even among Gentle-
men, come up to that Character. There is a certain Beauty
and Harmony of Voice requird in Reading, that without a
nice Attention and frequent Application is not to be ob-
tain’d. The Art of Reading lies in placing the Emphafis,
in giving the proper Accent to-each Word, and in varying
the Voice according to the Nature of the Sentence. ~To
perform this gracefully, the following Rules may be of Ser-
vice,

The moft obvious Points to be obferv’d in Reading, are
thefe fix; a Comma (,), a Semicolon (3), a Colon (:), a
Period (.), a Note of Interrogation (?), and a Note of Ad-
miration (). Ata Comma you are to ftop as long as you
may deliberatcly fay 5 at a Semicolon, as long as you
may repeat—one, two; at a Colon, as long as you may re-
peat—one, two, three; at a Period, as long as you may
Tepeat—one, two, three, four. Ata Note of Interrogation,
(that is, when a Queftion is afk’d) you are to ftop the fame
Space of Time as at a Colon, and to raife your Voice a little.
At a Note of Admiration you are to do the fame. Jerksand
Starts of the Voice in Reading deftroy the Senfe, wherefore
make your Stops and Paufes regular as the Points direct. All
who underftand nice Reading, muft know, that by mifpla-
cing the § Accent or Emphafis, the Meaning of the whole
Sentence may be inverted. The fineft Ornaments of an

13 ration

* Though awe are wot Jo much concerned in any of bis other Perfoc-
tions, yet we are more liable to fulfe Conceptions of thife two divine
Attributes than of any other. + 1 Pet. ch. iii. wer. 15.

§ The rifing or falling of the Vvice an a certain Syllable ir @ Word,
is called the Accent 5 and the Strefs or Force of Voice laid on a parti-
culay Word: in @ Sentence, is call'd the Enphafis. The emphatical
Word gives Beauty or Spirit to theawhale Sentaice, becaufe it foews
the chicf Defign of the Author.
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Orition appear dull and feeble, when the Rules of reading
gracefully are negleéted. Let the Sound of your Voice in
reading be the fame 3s it is in fpeaking. Pronounce every
Syllable diftinét and clear, and carefully avoid a drawling
Tone. Never pronounce a Word before you have fpell’d
every Syllable of it in your Mind. Neyer read louder than.to
be heard by thofe you are reading to. Your Voice muft hu-
mour the Senfe. In the reading of a News-paper, or the Re=
lation of any thing that has l!esn done, the Accents muft be
vary’d very little 5 but where the Subjeé is affecting or per-
fuafive, the manner of pronouncing muft be more ftrong and
paflionate. Where the Senfe is grave and folemn, let your
Voice be more flow, and pronounce every Word very dif
tinétly; but where the Subje is fome eafy and pleafant Mat-
ter, a more fpeedy Pronunciation is allow’d. To read too faft,
i ys a greater Fault than to read too flow. ~ Avoid Unis
ice, as if you were running over a mere Cata~
logue of fingle Words. Liften with Attention to Perfons who
well, obferve their manner of pronouncing, and mark
every Place where they alter the Sound, = By imitating them,
you will lea g u..ul Cadence of Voice, and will be fe-
cur'd: - pleafing or unhappy Tone. Be likewife
FEE B 2Bt of i o Have's Mufic NS
re ‘in b”}n'y inform‘d and corrected by them.

et on your, Memoxv, and will fo ﬁx
on th Au:hm s ‘\Iczhod that you wﬂI take

toattempt Cthe reading of Poe-~

ftinétly, and witha true Ob-
In reading Lnglifh Verle, every
Word muft UL pronounc’d with its natural Accent, as in
Profe, with thefe two Allowances; firft, at the End of every
Line, tho’ there be no Stop, make a fhort Paufe to give No=
tice that the Line is ended ;5 fecondly, if any Word in the
Line happens to have two ‘eounds, chufe to give that Sound
to it which moft favours the Metre and the Rhyme. - The
Senfe of the Author muft be humour’d in Verfe as in Profe,
by reading fwift or flow according to the Gaiety of the Sub-
JL& without affeting to add new Mufic to the Lines by an
unnatural Tone of the Voice,

An Obfervance of thefe Rules will enable you to read any
Englifp Author. I now proceed to direc you in the Choice
of what you are. to read.
he Defecls and Weakn

ics cannot
rife

5 of human Faci
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rife up to full and comprehenfive Ideas of heavenly Things,
let your Faith be grounded upon the Word of God, as re-
vealed in canonical Scriptures 3 let the New Teftament be
your daily Study 5 read it always with Attention and Reve-
tence, and try yourfelf by every Dodtrine that is there.

Next to Holy, Writ, no Reading can be of greater Advan-
tage to you than the Lives of pious Perfons. ‘There are no
Ideas ftrike more forcibly upon our Imaginations, than thofe
which are raifed from Refie@ions on the refpecive Manners
of great and excellent People who have liv’d before us 5 they
become Subjets for our Admiration and Example. When
we turn our Thoughts upon the Conduét of Men who liv'd
and dy’d * in the full Pofleffion of Virtue, who behav’d with
an equal, a chearful, a generous and heroic Temper, and
dy’d in the exalted Hopes of a glorious Hercafter—the Curi-
ofity of our Souls is more than ordinarily awaken'd ; we fecl
a fecret Impulfe within us—a generous Emulation to imitate
them ; and we are proportionably affected by their Virtues,
as we imagine them imitable by ourfelves.

A fare Way to improve by reading the Lives and A&tions
of thofe who have been famous in their Generation, will be
to write down your Opinion of fuch Perfons and Things as
oceur to you in your reading 3 to enquire wherein fuch A&i-
ons excel, or are defective ; to obferve how they might have
been carried on to a greater Degree of Perfection, and how
they exceeded or fell fhort of others. By thus digefting what
you read, you will infenfibly arrive at proper Notions of
Virtue, Honour, and Juftice.

Te will likewife be of very great Service towards the ripen-
ing of your, Judgment, to rcad the Morals and Reafonings
of the ancient Philofophers +, who labourd in the Improve-
ment of human Nature, and devoted themfelves to the Study
of Wifdom. They (when in the higheft State of human
Knowledge, after informing themfelves of the Nature of Man,
the Ends of his Creation, and the State of his Condition, the
right Ufe of his intelle€tual Powers, the Immortality of the
Soul, its Relation to the Deity, and the A; lenefs of Vir-
tue to the divine Nature) ul Profpect of the
Dignity of Reafon, and warmly recommend the Advantages
of ‘Temperance, Good-nature, Cle 5 Generofity, For~
titude of Mind, and many other I xcellenci “hey.
likewife fhew us in the cleareft L the I 3
i

F.4

* Jt quould be an endlefs Labour 1o collel? the 4
all dges bave fill'd the World of fich noble and
the Lives of Socrates, Epaminondas, Phoc]
Lives. Such were Plato, Socra
Demofthenes, Cicero, Epictetus.

0,

1cca, Pythagoras,
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Vice, the Uncertainty of Happinefs here, the Emptinefs of
Riches, the Vanity of this World, and the Folly of putting
any Confidence in'it. ‘They tell us that the Termination of
this Life is an ordinary Occlirrence of it, and reprefent Death
25 a Relicf from a various Being, ever fubjec to Sorrows and
Difliculties, and as an Entrance into a better World. *Thus
it was really intended to us by the Author of Nature. Poor
were the Expectations of the Studious, the Brave, the
Modeft, and the Good, if the Reward of their Labours and
Virtues were to be determined by this * Life !

From thefe, and fuch like Sentiments, Judgments, Reafon-
ings, and Maxims, fhould be colleéted all the common Lef=
fons of Inftrution for youthful Minds, no lefs of your Sex
than ours.  Such reading will be moft entertaining, moft
ufeful, and moft inftructive in regard to your RefleGions,
and the embellifhing of your Soul with Purity and the Love
of Virtues it will dire& you how to live as clofely up to the
Dignity of your Nature, as your imperfet State will admit
you, and to profefs your Gratitude to Heaven for the Ta=
lents and other Benefits you enjoy by a regular Improvement
of them.  Butabove all, believe and follow the + plain Rules
of the Seriptures ; let them be the Soul of all your Delibera-
tions—let them be the Standard of all your Conduét. The
fureft Means we can ufe to arrive at a ‘true Eftimate of our~
felves, and to find oyt the fecret Faults and Vices that Jurk
hin us, is to examine ourfelves by the Rules which are
n for our Direion in facred Writ, and to compare
£ ¢ Life of him who livid up to the Perfec-
Vature, and is the ftanding Example, as well
e and Inftrucor of thofe that receive his

There can fearce be a grea
than not to exprefs herfelf well e
and yet how &

Defect in a young Lady,
her in fpeaking or writing,
ny aie there, who fhould have all the good

and polite Qualities of the rational /orld, that cannot tell
a Story s they fhould, that is, Jjoin in a continued coherent
Difcourfe the feveral Parts of it, without a Repetition of
many | bald and poor Phrafes to fupply the Plice of Conw
exion, T cty, and Order. The beft Method I can think
of to remove this Defedt, is torread learned and eloquent Au-
thors, and to fet them before vou as Patterns for your daily
Imitation. Thus by pleafing Degrecs you will be taught to
know wherein, according to its feveral Subjects'and Defigns,
the 8kill and Graces of an 'handfome Narrative lie, < If you
< would

¥ Sue Page 1. + See Page 34. Ji Such as thefi:
And fo,—in bosever,—asel, o be fura,~doyou fiermds yoiu

—without any more ad, K.
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< would reafon well, (fays Mr. Lacke) read Chillingworth 3
<< If you would fpeak welly be converfant * jn Tully.”  Thus
you will acquire true Ideas of Eloquence—thus you will learn
the Purity of our Language, and be enabled to fpeak clearly
and perfuafively on any Subje&t, Here I do not recommend
that Oratory and Copioufinefs of Expreflion in Females which
can talk whole Hours together upon nothing 3 for fuch Elo-
quence expofes them the more. I have known a young Lady
to branch out into a Differtation upon the Fafhions, and for
Hours together defcribe the feveral Parts of Drefs with all
the Figures of Rhetoric. With what Varicty of Phrafes and
Fluency of Invention do fome Ladies tell the fame Story over
and over, and add cvery Time a different Turn to every
Circumftance ! T have heard a Lady talk with as much Cor-
renefs to her Lap-dog as if fhe were fpeaking to the Spec-
tator +.  This kind of miftaken Eloquence is not imputable
to good reading, but to the Want of it; and is to be con-
fider'd, not as Difcourfe, but as feeble and unimprov’d Helps
toit. Rapin in his Book of Eloquence difplays its Beauties
with Elegance and Juftnefs.

Never be fond of the Formality of difputing, nor pride
yourfelf in contradi@ting others upon the Strength of what
you have read, Let your Motive be to find out Truth, and
not the Victory in difputing, Nothing can be more difin-
genuous or more unbecoming a well-read Perfon than not
1o yield to plain Reafon, and the Convi&ion of clear Argu-
ments.  Nothing is lefs confiftent with civil Converfation,
and even with the End of all Debate, than not to take a full
and fatisfaCtory Anfwer, Truth is to be found by Affiduity
of good reading—by a mature Confideration of all Things
themfelves, and not by any artificial Terms or Ways of
arguing.

“Though I am not againft a young Lady’s amufing herfelf
with French, Italian, or Latin ; yet fince it is Englih that
one educated in England ot Ireland muft have conftant Ufe of,
it is obyious to think that to be the Language fhe ought
chiefly to cultivate, and wherein moft Care thould be taken
to polith and perfeét her Stile. Whatever Foreign Language
ayoung Lady’s Curiofity may direk her to learn, that which
fhe ought critically to ftudy, and endeavour to get a Faci-
lity, Clearnefs and Elegance to exprefs herfelf in, fhould cer-
tainly be her own.  Among the ancient Romans all Perfons
of Fisure and Rank were daily employ'd in learning the Beau-
ties of their Mother Tongue 5 and to the Gireeks (who were

a

¥ See bis firft Baok of Invention, Se0. 3o. 4 See bis
247th Papera
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a very leamned People) all Speech was barbarous but their
own,

Thofe émpty Spaces of Life, which to the idle feem tedi-
ous and burthenfome, would, if employed in reading, and
in the Purfuits of Knowledge, becone both pleafant and
profitable.

Nothing can come into the Account of difereet Recreation,
that does not produce fomewhat of future Pleafure or Profit
as well as prefent Delight, Reading conveys to us very fen-
fible Pleafurc for the prefent ; it extends our Faculties, and
improves them, and in a great Meafure lengthens ou Livcs
by turning all the Parts of them to our Advantage. T'he
Intellet is a grateful Soil ; but then, like a Field *, it re-
quires manuring; Senfual Pleafurcs Tather fupify than.des
light; they play upon the Organ, and dull the Appetite, but
thofe of the Underftanding arc of a more refin’d Nature,

If you are fiudioufly inclin'd, there are many. rational
Experiments and Operations in Natural Philofophy, that are
convenient and necellary to be known, and that will abun-
dantly reward the Pains of the curious with Delight and Ad-
vantage.

Such are the Writings of Mr, Byle and others upon Huf:
bandry, Planting, Gardening, Herbs and Flowers. Fareher
than this your Sex is not at all concern’d, nor is it advifeable
for them to venture.  The Truth of jt is, you might con-
fume your whole Life in the Study of one fingle Science, or
any one Branch of it, without ar riving at the Knowledge of
all its Qualities, A fudious Mind may drudge in the Study
of Natural Philofophy with Hopes to gain thereby a compre-~
henfive, feientifical and fatisfactory Knowledge of the W gk
of Nature ; but though there are fo many Syftems + of i,
yet I never could find one in which, 25 a Science, I could be
fure to find Truth and Certainty : And of this all Sciences
give an Expeéation,

The Spezators and G
Clofet.. “Telemachus an,

rd;

are Ornaments to a Lady’s
vels of Cyrus are writ in an
caly, cortedt Style, and convey Pleafure with Inftruion.
The Belles Lettres, and 7 ontancll’s Plurality of Worlds, Boileau,
Pafeal, and Vaiture’s Letse > are Books of {ublime Enter-
tainment ; and may be read with Safety. . To. the Conn ol
and Re Authors we liften without Re-
tions, Allufions, and Inferences,

Books fpeak with more Privi-
ledge,

* Noglectis urenda fikee innafeitur agris, Hor, + Dostr
Cudwordss intellectual Syffem is judged by many of ‘the learned 10 be
the beft extant.
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Jedge, explain with more Freedom, and influence with more
Perfuafion than Men can perfonally do. Great is the Choice
of well-written Treatifes, which afford Variety of Amufe-
ment and Improvement 5, but, would you fee what is the
Confequence of a bafe A&ion ; what Remorfe and Inquic-
tudes attend the Commiffion of Vice; what Pleafure and
Comfort fpring from a Courfe of Virtue s—would you look
into the Viciffitudes of Fortune ; would you examine the
Tranfience of all worldly Things, and how liable to change
the moft exalted Station is—Hiftory informs you without
Difguife. In Hiftory we view Battles and Sieges without
Danger, Tempefts, Shipwrecks, and Earthquakes, without
Terror ; the Cuftoms and Manners of all Nations without
Expence or Coft. In Hiftory we find the Rife: and Progrefs
of all human Authority ; the flourifhing and Decays of all
Kings and Kingdoms. Hence we may collect how highly
ufeful it is to be conyerfant in * Hiftory, and how greatly it
contributes to the Elegance of Converfation. A genteel
fpeculative Knowledge of Geography, Cofmography, and
Chronology, is neceflary to prepare one for receiving the Plea-
fures and Advantages of this Study. Bailey's Dictionary will
be a great Help to a Perfon deficient in thefe.

Novels, Plays, Romances and Poems, muft be read fpa-
ringly, and with Caution, left fuch Parts of them as are not
frictly tied down to Sedatenefs, fhould inculcate fuch light,
over-gay Notions, as might by unperceiv’d Degrees foften
and miflead the Undesftanding. " Never xcad more than you
arc able to digeft.

Next to that of reading, no Emulation fits more graceful
on a Female’s Mind than that of writing correctly ; nor is
any Part of Education more gentecl and neceffary. Writing *
of Letters has fo much to do in all the Occurrences of human
Life, that whatever Perfon is not qualified to write a Letter
(at Teaft in a tolerable narrative Style) mult be fenfible of
imany and great Inconveniences, and is thought of by all
others with Pity or Contempt, the tranfient Faults of dif-
courfing die for the moft Part with the Sound that gives them .
Tife, and may with greater Eafe elcape Obfervation and Cen-
fiire 3 but Letters are fubject toa friék Review, and lay thofe
that wrote them open to a fevere Examination of their Breed-
i, ‘Senfe, and Abilities: So that, where the Methods of
Education are directed to the right Purpofes, this is too
neceffary a Part of it to lic neglected,  Strains of Wit or

Comple-

w Anong.the Ancients Pliny, Plutasch, Thucidydes s among the
Maderns, Clarendon, Burnet, Kennet, in and Rollin, are warthy
of Reputation.




[ 8]

Complement arc Incumbrances to a Letter, It is far more
genteel to exprefs one’s felf either in writing or fpeaking with
Eafe and Plainnefs, thin with Formality or Labour, - Inco-
herence, Confufion, Roughnefs, or Affectation in a Letter,
always puzzles or difgufts the Reader ; but an eafy manner
of communicating our Thoughts gains a favourable Atten~
tion of what we have to offer *.

Tam perfuaded nothing fo much clears the Judgment either
of Man or Woman, helps them fo much on in Literaturey
and makes them improve with fo much Eafe, a5 a good Me-
thod in all the Application of their Thoughts.  As in Hi-
ftory, the Order of Time fhould govern ; fo in the Mind,
every Progreflion of Knowledge ought to go from ‘what it
ftands pofleft of, to that which’ lies next, and is moft cohe-
sent to it 5 and fo on to what it aims at by well-order’d De-
grees, and by well-proportion’d Enquiries.

As the Faculty of Speaking fits us for the Society of others,
1o does that of Thinking qualify us for our own, Though
the former is feldom wanting among us, yet the latter ex-
cellent Talent too often lies negleced, even among ' thofe
who are capable of thinking to Purpofe. ‘Though human
Adétions are call’d Moral, becaufe they refult from the Deter-
mination of the Will, yet it is through want of.Attention
that rational Creatures err. If the End and Ufe of right
Reafon be to have a right Notion and Judgment of Things,
to diftinguifh between Truth and Falfhood, Right and
Wrong, and a& accordingly ; of all the various Methods of
Improvement none is fo advantageous as Thinking, both in
refpect to our Intelle@s and Morals. The Perfe@ion of
our Nature is to know, that is, to be able to frame clear
and diftin& Ideas, to form true Judgments, and to déduce
proper Confequences. The Habitudes and Relations of Con-
ceptions one to another by frequent comparing, become more
vifible; and by habitual thinking the Obje& is made more
habitual to the Underftanding, "To this Purpofe Reading is
ufeful, but Thinking is neceflary.  The former without the
latter will never form fedate Notions of ‘Things ; but who-
ever compares, confiders ‘and judges, is determin’d only by
the Dictates of Truth, and has therefore the beft moral Se.
curity t Error. Thinking likewife greatly improves
our Morals, and ferves to make us better as well as wifer.
The beft Method to fhake off ill Habits is to colle@ from
Thinking a'ConviGtion of their Mifchief and Folly. Now,
fince the Underftanding has fo great an Influence upon the

Will,

* Tully's Epifies are recommended by Mr. Locke asthe beft Pas-

tern fir Bufinefs, or palite Correfjondence,
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Will, there are but two Things neceffary to preferve us in
our Duty ; firft, an habitual Knowledge of what we oughc
to do, and what we ought to fhun ; and fecondly, a fedate
Conformity of our Aions to that Knowledge.

This is to turn the Mind to its own Improvement, and
to qualify it for the Rewards of Virtue.

As Love Addreffes are either expected by or impos’d upon
all your Sex, a few Cautions to be us’d in the Time of
Courtthip may deferve a Place among my other Precepts.
Give me leave upon this Occafion to recolleét fome Remarks
which I have met with in Difcourfe, and to compare them
with what falls under my own Obfervation,

T have heard a Lady of nice Difcernment fay, that nothing
is more dangerous ta a Female than the Vanity of Conquefls, and
that it is as afe to play with Fire, as 19 dally with Gallantry.
That this Lady colleéted the Phrafe from Experience, it
would be ungenerous to fufpect ; but hence it may be infer’d
that a young Lady confpires againft her own Safety and Ho-

sour, who is over free of Temper, forward in talking, or
fond of being thought witty in the Prefence of her Courtier,
Except Wit be temper’d with Difcretion, and ripen’d by
Experience, improv’d by Reading, and guarded by Judg-
ment, it is the moft dangerous Companion that can lurk in
2 Female Bofom. It foftens her Sentiments 5 makes her fond
of being politely addreft; curious of fine Speeches 3 impa-
tient of Praife ; and expofes her to all the Temptations of
Flattery and Deceit. Ladies bave great Reafon to be cau-
tious and watchful over themfelves; for even to liften to
Compliments and gay Addrefles may betray them into Weak-
nefs and Indifcretion.

Be careful how you give way to what many Ladies call
an innocent Liberty 5 for here Civility may be taken for an [n-
yitation. The double Temptation of Vanity and Defire is
{o prevalent in our Sex, that we are apt to interpret every
obliging Look, Gefture, Smile or Sentence of a Female we
like to the hopeful Side, ‘Therefore let your Deportment
forbid without Rudenefs, and oblige without Invitation.
We laok upon a Woman’s Eyes to be the Interpreters of her
Heart ; and we often gather more Encouragement from a
pleafing Glance, than from her fofteft Words. The Lan-
guage of the Eyes is very fignificant.

Never fix your liking on any Man that has not thof
Qualities which you have labour’d after yourfelf, and
ot likely to be a Friend to Virtue.

When a Lady is addreft by her Votary, let his Propofals
ke eyer fo hopourable, fhe ought to be caitious how fhe ph\lc s

her

od

is
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her Affe@ions,  She fhould carry herftlf withan even Tem-
por, and keep herfelf at a genteel Diftance, left the Conqueft
afterwards might be réckon’d cheap. An early Fondnefs oftert
fuffers,

As the Initentions are not legible, the World is apt fo'judge
of Perfons by theit Behaviour, Converfation, and Appéar-
ances. If all young Ladies were confcious of this, furely
they would be more circumfpeé and referv’d than to allow
fuch Liberties as are too often ufed in Love- Addrefles. They
may fuppofe them to be Chara&ers of Love and Paffion 3 but
in the End fuch miftaken Indulgences often deftroy all that
Efteem which their Lovers might have for them, if they weré
not quite fo tractable. Eafy Compliances extinguifh the
Defire of Marriage, and make the fair Sex only confiderd as
Subjeds of Gallantry and Amufement.

Be not over credulous in belicving every obliging Thing
your Admirer fays, for that would expofe you to his Artillery
of Perfuafions. “When he praifes your Beauty, Wit, Shapé,
or Temper, and tells you that in his Eyes you excel all otherd®
of your Sex, do not receive fuch Compliments as an Homage
due to your Merit, without examining whether he be fincere
or flatters. The Lives of fome Men are a meer Commerce
of Compliments and Diffimulation to impofe upon Female
Softnefs ; and this often makes Credulity in Women as infa-
mous as Falfhood is reproachful in Men. All the Havock
which is made in the Habitations of Beauty and Innocence
by the Arts and Gallantries of crafty Men, is owing alto~
gether to this Female Weaknefs, “Too often Credulity is
overtaken by Difgrace.

There are two general Anfwers may be given by any of the
Fair to the Fop or the Courticr, which in all Cafes will dif-
mifs either with his Impertinences to her Credit and Satisfac-
tion.  Tf a Fop or Beau fays an obliging thing to you, with
a mild indifferent’ Air receive it, and return himi Thanks 3
but if he infifts upon fulfome Compliments, give him to
underftand his Favours are mifplac’d, that fuch Difcourfe
makes you uneafy, and that you' hope his good Maniers
will dire him to wave it. If your Spark b troublefome,
modeftly reprove his Boldnefs, fliew a° Diflike to his Fami-
liarities, and with a courteous inoffenfive Air, forbid him all
unfeafonable Vifits, and private Retirements. If you are
warmly importun’d, let him know that you are under the
Direion of a Parent and Relations ; that you are not at your
own Difpofal, and that you have' refolv’d not to difpofe of
yourfelf.  All this muft be done without Pettifhnefs, Pee-
vifhnefs, or Difdain, left your difippointed Teizer fhould,

inflam’d
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inflam’d with Refentment and Revenge, fpread Reports in-
jurious to your Honour. Opportunities thould be avoided as
much as poffible. Great is the Danger that a Female incurs,
let her imagine her Simplicity and Innocence to be ever fo
invincible, by too much Familiarity with a Male Compa-
nion.  She that wonders what People mean by Temptations,
and thinks herfelf fecure againft all Attacks, and defies Man-
kind to do their worft, depends too much on her own Suffi-
ciency, and may be furpriz’d into Weaknefs and Deceit.
Whoever is made of Flefh and Blood is fubjet to human
Frailties ; wherefore it muft be much fafer to fly from, than
to fight with what the World calls Opportunities, and Re-
ligion Zemptations. Thoufands of your Sex have been gra-
dually betray’d from innocent Freedoms to Ruin and Infamy ;
and Thoufands of our Sex have begun with Flatteries, Pro-
teftations, and Endearments, but ended with Reproaches,
Perjury, and Perfidioufnes. She that confiders this will
fhun like Death, fuch Baits of Guilt and Mifery, and be
very cautious to whom fhe liftens. When a Man talks of
honourable Love, you may with an honeft Pleafure hear his
Story 5 but, if he flies into Raptures, calls you an Angel or
a Goddefs, vows to ftab himfelf like a Hero, or to die at your
Feet like a Slave, he no more than diffembles ; or, if you
cannot help believing him, only recollect the old Phrafe,
Violent Things can never lafl.

‘Tendernefs, Friendfhip and Conftancy dreft in a Simpli-
city of Expreffion, recommend themfelves by a more native
Elegance than violent Raptures, extravagant Praifes and
flavifh Adoration ; all which perhaps may be no more than
a Repetition of the fame Things faid to a hundred of the Sex
before.

The Motions of an honeft Paffion are regular and lafting ;
its Elegance confifts in Parity, and its Tranfports are the
Refult of Virtue and Reafon. It never finks a Man into
imaginary Wretchednefs, nor tranfports him out of himfelf;
nor is there a greater Difference between any two Things in
Nature than between true Love and that romantic Paffion
which pretends to ape it.

riminal Love is not a Subjeé for my prefent Defign ;
but, as Curiofity is one of the ftrongeft and moft lafting Ap-
petites implanted in us, and fince Admiration is one of our
moft pleafing Paflions, what a perpetual Succeffion of Joy
muft flow from the Springs of untainted Love! All the plea~
fing Motions of the Soul rife in the Purfuit of this heroic
Paflion, when the Party beloved is kind with Difcretion and

irtue,
The
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“The Obfervations I have made upon. the Conflitution,
Frame, and Defign of human Nature, and upon the different
Tempers and Difpofitions inherent to it, have produc’d the
following Speculation upon Virginity and Marriage,
Virginity, as it is a State in many Refpefls free from *
worldly Cares and Troubles, furnifhes Means and Opportu-
nities of high Advancements in a devout Life. I now fup-
pofe you are at Years of Difcretion, and fully prepar’d to be
inform’d, that the very Name of Virgin imports a critical
Nicenefs with refpect to Virtue, Innocenge, Modefty, and
decent Behaviour : Every improper Curiofity defiles the Cha-
raéter : She that liftens with Pleafure to wanton Difcourfe,
defiles her Ears; fhe that fpeaks it defiles her Tongue, and
immodeft Glances pollute the Eyes. Asnothing is more clean
and fpotlefs than pure Virginity, fo the leaft Receflion from
it is the more difcernable. Curiofity even in Paradife betray’d
Virtue, but it was gratify’d at great Expence. I join with all
Perfons in Opinion, that the who lives to be an old Maid
againft her Will, is unfortunate, and therefore not without
Reafon peevifh; but if fuch of the Sex would learn to fupprefs
their Defires, the Original of their Misfortunes would be re-
moy’d ; fuperannuated Virginity, occafion’d by Neceflity or
Reftraint from Marriage, is an Afliction too fevere for any
of the fair Sex, becaufe in thefe Kingdoms it is a kind of im-
puted Scandal: But where this State refults from a free
Choice—from a Pre-engagement to the fpiritual Bridegroom
—from a Devotion of Heart to Heaven—from an humble
Defire of refifting all human Love, then it may properly be
call’d a Life of Angels. But, as the God of Nature has for
wife Ends added Defires to the Conftitution of both Sexes 5
where thofe Defires prevail, it is but convenient the Defign
of them fhould be anfwer’d in chafte Marriage, which isan
honourable State, attended with many Blefii
If we take a View of conjugal Love in all its natiye Beau-
ties and Attra&tions, we muft be perfuaded that the Pleafures
and Advantages of it are preferable toa fingle State, and that
whatever is delightful in human Life, is to be enjoy’d in
greater Perfeflion in the married Condition. If it were not
{o, the wifeft and beft of all Ages and Nations have confented
inan Error. This Inflitution was calculated for a conftant
Scene of Delight, as much as our Being is capable of 5 and
this State, with the Affection fuitable to it, is the compleateft
Image
® In the Words of St. Gregory, Virginity is a Life of Angels, the
Enamel of the Soul, and the Advantage of a religious Life 5 and,
bavirg great Opportanitics of Dewation, and being free from worldly
Cares, may more frequently be cercis'd in holy Duties.
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Tmage of Heaven we can receive in this Life ; the greateft
Pleafures we can enjoy on Earth, are the Freedoms of Con-
verfation with a Bofom Friend, who in Occafion of Joy will
congratulate, and in Occurrences of Diftrefs or Danger, will
mingle his Concern, one who will divide our Cares, and
double all our Joys. When two have chofen each other out
of all the Species, with a Defign to be each others mutual
Comfort and Entertainment, while they perform the Vows
they have made, all the Satisfaions of the one muft be dou-
bled, becaufe the other partakes of them—all the Sorrows of
one muft be lighten’d, becaufe the other is (as to Perfor)
exempt from them *, How muft the Hearts of thofe re-
joice, who fee a beautiful and numerous OFF-fpring of their
own, playing about them, and endeavouring to excel one
another in little innocent Sports to pleafe their Parents !
What an exalted Delight muft it be to well-difpos’d Perfons
—what a Comfort muft it be to them in their old Age, to fee
a Number of reafonable Creatures, which they themfelves
have produc’d, enjoying the Fruits of a virtuous Education !
‘What unfpeakable Pleafure muft a virtuous Female take in
loving and converfing with the worthy Obje of their ut.
moft Affe€tion ; who is faithful and juft to all, conftant and
affectionate to her, with whom fhe is to tread the Paths of
Life in a pleafing, conftant Coutfe of Love and Virtue ; to
be a Partner of whofe Kindnefs, and under whofe Protec-
tion fhe has put herfelf till Death diffolves their Union !
‘What an additional Comfort is it to a Lady of good Senfe
and good Humour, who for her good Qualities is cftcem’d
abroad, to be at home belov’d and happy ! This keeps her
always chearful, gay, and fprightly—this enlivens her Con-
verfation, makes her the beft of Friends, and the moft agree-
able of Companions. What Chara&er of Happinefs can
equal that + of Pliny’s Wife—to be the beft ;{ Wives, to be
the befl belov’d 2 When two Perfons of good Education, ho-
neft Principles, and improv’d Talents, are not only united
in the fame Interefts and Affeions, but alfo in their Tafte
of Life, of the fame Pleafures, Defires and Amufements
—then the Pleafures of domeftic Life are known.

When Things happen thus, Marriage has in it all the De-
lights of Friendhip, all the Delicacies of Reafon, all the
Enjoyments of Senfe, and all the Sweets of Life ; fo that
nothing but Degeneracy and Vice can pafs Reproaches on fo
bleft a State.

Aong the feveral Delights and Advantages that accom-
pany the conjugal State, it is farther to be confider’d las the

3 Foyn-~
*® Se Spect. N° 500, 4 See Spect. N 525
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Foundation of Community, and the chief Band of Scciety.

1 join in Opinion with thofe whobelieve o Medium ‘to be
in a married State, and that it is either a vexatious or happy
Condition; but, when ‘it is a Scene of taftelefs Indifference,
fharp Anfwers, ble Jeal ,. eager Upbraidi
and violent Reproaches, fo contrary to the Natitre and Infti-
tution of it, the Mifchief generally proceeds from the rafh
or imprudent Choice which People make for themfelves,
and an Expectation of Happinefs and Pleafures from Things
facapable of giving cither.  When the Heads of married
People arc fill'd with the vain Tdeas of Equipage and Gran-
deur, Pomp and Magnificence, it is no wonder that both
Sexes are deceiv’d, and bring Refletions and Difhonour on
their Condition 3 whereas, if they would but correét that
deprav’d Tafte, moderate their Ambition, and place their
Happinefs upon proper Objedts, Marriage would become the
moft happy and moft honourable State of Life.

As the Choice in Marriage is onle of the moft important
A of Life, fo eflential towards making our prefent State
aareeable, and very often towards determining our Happi-
neis to all Eternity’; 1 hope my unmarried Readers will not
take Offence ata few Inftru&iohs which may give them fome
Light in fo nice 2 Particular, afid in fome Meafure rectify
their Choice.

The chicf Things to be regarded in the Choice of a Huf-
band, are a virtuous Difpofition, 'a'good Underftanding, an
even Temper, an ealy Fortune, and an agrecable Perfon,
Afk any Lady if fhe would either receive herfelf, or recom-
mend to her Friend’s Acquaintance, a Hufband without thefe
Accomplifhments, and her Anfwer will be—none but a Fool
or a Mad-woman would ; yet how many of the Fair Sex
throw. themfclyes away upon what the fpeculative World
calls pretty Fellows, who want Courage, Honour, Sincerity,
and every amiable Virtue? How manly are facrific'd to the
Riches of an illiterate Drone, or an old 'Debauchee ?

The firft Motives that ftrike the Inclination of a priident
young Lady for changing her Condition, are good Senfe,
Beauty and Riches; but then fhe is ftriétly to examine what

sxcellences recommend a Man moft to a deliberate Choice.
Thefe fhe will find to be Virtue, Sedatenefs, Good-humour,
Sobriety, Conftancy, and a Similitude of Manners, When
the Men are equal, Reafon ‘and Self-prefervation will direct
her to give the Preference to the Man of Wealth; but iffhe
has her Choice of feveral, Who are equal in'their other Pre-
tenfions, certainly he'of beft Underftanding is to'be prcfenl;d.
Riches
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Riches cannot; purchafe excellent Talents, or worthy En
dowments;; wherefore good Qualities, with an eafy Fortune,
and an agreeable Perfon, are preferable to the Riches and
Honours of a Rake, a Fop, a Profligate, a2 Mifer, or a Block~
head, She that for a Title gives her Hand without her
Heart, may expect a Life more incumber’d with Vexations
cthan Pleafure. It is ill judg’d to be delighted with the
Thoughts of being great, or to marry a rich Man in Expec-
tation of it; Love has nothing to do with State. Solitude, if
rightly confider’d, with a Companion loving and belov’d, is
allow’d, even by our Sex, to have a Pleafure infinitely beyond
all the Pomp and Grandeur of infipid or vexatious Wedlock,

Nothing but the good Qualities of the Perfon belov’d, can
be a Foundation for a Love of Judgment and Difcretion ; fo
that a young Lady ought to regard Merit more than any
thing elfe in_the Perfon who makes his Applications to her.
By Men of Merit, Ido not mean thofe of great Abilities,
exalted Genius, or deep Learning, fo much as Men of good
Senfe, good Nature, Prébity, Induftry, Conftancy, Courage,
and Honour, Men endow’d with thefe Qualities, look upon

.their Wives with Love, Joy and Gratitude, and think them~
felves oblig’d to fupply their Imperfetions with Good-
:mature,, provided they meet with equal Returns of Love.
Such Men take Pleafure in contriving the Happinefs of their
Wiyes, and in laying out their Invention to form Variety of
Converfation, new Diverfions, and Amufements for them;
while the Wives, with the Eycs of Fondnefs, rejoice in the
Approbation of all the Words and Aions of their tender
Help-mates,

It is obvious here to believe that a prudent Choice cannot
be made without a deliberate Enquiry into his Principles and
Qualifications.

When the firft Heats of Curiofity are abated, Virtue and
Good-nature not only raife, but continue Love, and make
the united Perfons always amiable to each other ; but whos
ever expects to be happy in a Hufband without thefe Qua~
lities, will find herfelf widely miftaken.

1 would advife 2 Friend of mine to confult the Temper
a5 much as any other Quality, OF all Difparitics, that of
Humour makes the moft unhappy Marriages. There are

. many unequally and unhappily match’d with Perfons of cer-
tain Turns in° Temper, who with thofe of contrary ones,
might probablylive eafy and contented.  Every one’s Expe-
rience furnifhes Inftances of this., Hence it appears reafon-
-able to fuppofe that a fhort Courtthip is not the fafcft ; hafty

i \o Mar-
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Marriages may have long Repentance. You.'cznnot bé too
inquifitive and difcerning'in the Foibles of him ‘who makes
Propofals of Marriage 5 for, after the Knot is tied, Blemifhes
in Humour may be difcover’d, which perhaps before were
not fufpeted. :

If you bring your Reafon to fupport your liking to any
particular Man, you will confider him as fubjeét to'all the
Calamitics both of Body and Mind, Before you bring
yourfelf to a Refolution on Marriage, you ought to be pre-
par’d for every Incident in that State; to be a Parent, a
Friend, a Lover, and Phyfician.

Thofe incoherent Advices may in fome Meafure dired
you how to behave‘inoffenfive in the Virgin State; and how
With a regular Caution to make a happy Choice of a Com-
panion for Life, if you incline to marry ; I now proceed to
Lay before you the Duties of a married Female.

A Wife owes to her Hufband’s Perfon the Debt of undi-
vided Love, to his Reputation all her Afliftance in defend-
ing it, to his Fortune all her Care in improving and fecu-
ring it, and an unalter’d Affe@ion in all the Changes of it 5
and to his Relations and Friends fuch a Kindnefs and'Efteem
as their Stations refpectively require.

Vanity and Pride, Extravagance and Ill-nature, are the
moft general Complaints the World receives from Hufbands
of their Wives; but the laft feems to carry the greateft
Grievance. If a Wife inclines to any of the other Foibles,
and preferves Mildnefs and Good-nature, thofe Difpofitions
will dire her to confider Things in a true Light, as Nature
has form’d them ; and not as her own Fancy.or Appetite
would have tk If her Hufband has any Failings, which
e were not difcover’d, her Good-nature
es for them, will raife in her Breaft all
of Compaffion and Humanity, will prevent
upon difagreeable Rebukes, and by degrees
their Deformities. In the Occurrences of matri-
fe it is a Rule proper to be obfery’d—to preferve
Difpofition to be pleas'd. ~ An ill-managing Man is

ten brought to fee his Errors, and to reclaim by the mild
Advices of his Wife, and her obliging Condefcenfions to hu-
mour him. By her Gentlenefs and fweet Temper he is
fpet into himfelf, and to remove every
it is difpleafing to her, whom he received
\ the Objeét of Love, Joy, and Admiration.
Mecknefs and Complacency ‘4re the only Weapons where-
with to combat an irregular Hufband, ‘The’engaging Soft-
nefs
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nefs of a, Wife, when, prudently manag’d, fubdues all the
natural and legal Authority of any reafonable Man. Her
Looks bave more Power  than his Laws; and a few fweet
Words. from her can foften all his. Fury, But a Virags ftirs
up Strife for herfelf, and kindles to confume her
Duwelling: = Sullennefs, Peevithnefs, Pettithnefs, Coolnefs,
Diflike, Jealonfy, Rage, or a querulous Temper, will
never influence or regain a Heart I . andering
or. Extravagance. I!l-natur’c

to
and ill-tim’d Rebukes increafc
Oppofition, and beget Averfion,

It your Affe&ion be well-plac’d and fupported by the
Confiderations of Duty, Honour, Fr ,.and Love, (to
all which married People are in the | Degree engag'd)
you will not find it difficult to make Mildnefs and Good-
nature habitual to you, Never forfeit the Tendernefs of your
Sex, whofe Firft-rate Ocnaments are a ful Eafe and
Sweetnefs of Temper, Love and Honour, Virtue and Meek-
nefs.

I have the Pleafure of being intimate with a worthy
Couple of a handfome Fortune. He was exceedingly fub-
jeck to the Paffion of Anger ; and fhe was (what Ladies are
pleafed frequently to term fo) very high fpirited, and could
not bear (qlontrndi&ion. Notwithftanding this, in Com-
pany they were both affable, courteous, and friendly, and
of confequence engag’d a general Eftcem ; but in Private
the Fury of both prevail'd, their Reproaches were bitter
and difengaging. They often parted by mutual Confent,
and were as often preyail’d on to be reconcil’d and live to-
gether, Al this was to little Purpofe ; every trifling Acci-
dent gave Birth to new Quarrels, and the Paffion of the one
added Flames to that of the other, until, by a lucky and
mutual Agreement, each of them confented prudently to re-
tire from the other’s Prefence when provok’d by any vexa-
tious Occurrence. (which may often be expeéted in domettic
Life) to be out of Humour. - This Rule they have religioufly
obferved thefe eight Years ; and I do not know, in all the
Circle of my Acquaintance, a married Couple that live in
greater Unity, Love, and Fondnefs, He has honeftly told
me that he does not remember that in all that Time either
of them was infulted with the leaft Start of Pafiion towards
cach other.

There is great Difcretion requir'd to keep Love alive after
Marriage ; and the Converfation of a married Couple can~
not_be agreeable for, Years together without an carneft En-

deavour to pleafc on both Sidcs(.; e e

£
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To behave with an obliging Air of Friendfhip and Cour-
tefy towards his Relations and Friends, engages the Affec-
tion of a Hufband greatly.

The Duties of a Wife to her Hufband in every Degree
and State of Life, can be no_lefs than Love, Fidelity, and
Obedience to all his lawful Defires and prudent Counfels 3
fo that according as fhe is difpos’d in herfelf to perform thefe
Duties, every Circumftance of Life is to give her Pleafure
or Pain.

The utmoft Happinefs we can hope for in this World, is
Contentment; and, if we aim at any thing higher, we fhall
meet with nothing but Grief and Difappointments.  Hence
it reafonably follows, that 2 Wife muft dire& all her Studies
and Endeavours to the Attainment of this Virtue, before
her Thoughts can attend to all the Softneffes and Endear-
ments of refin’d Love in the married State. - Without this
Difpofition, if fhe were poflefs’d of all the Happinefs that is
difpers'd through the whole World, her Life would be un-
eafy—her Pleafures all infipid.

A fure Method to fecure Content, will be to obferve the
following Rules ; firft, never to look upon Superiors with
Envy ; fecondly, to reflect on the various Calamities and
Misfortunes that human Nature is fubjet to; and thirdly,
to form a regular, impartial Comparifon between ourfelves
and thofe who are plac’d below us in the Enjoyments of
Life. Thefe Confiderations will fortify and ftrengthen the
Mind againft the Impreflion of Sorrow, will recancile it to
the natural Diftrefles which befal it, and will prepare it for
the Enjoyment of Peace and Tranquillity.

T would farther propofe to your Confideration, that pof-
fibly what we now look upon as the greateft Misfortune,
may not be really fuch in itfelf; but to avoid Repetition, I
refer you to the 34th Page. As the following Lines * acci-
dentally accur to my Memory, 1 hope my inferting them
will not be difagreeable.

Greatnefs in glitt'ring Forms difplay'dy

Afiéts weak Byes much us'd to s
ind by its falfely envy’d Scene

Givss felf-dsbafing Fits of Spleen 5

But thay, wbon: oleflContent infpires,

This Science learn—to bound Defires:

By hagpy Alchymy of Mind

They turn to Pléafure all they find :

® Thefe Lines are taken out of = Poem call'd the Spleen.
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They both difdain in outward Mien

C The grave and folemn Garb of Spleen:
Usinio d, “sohen the vudé Tempeft blows,
Without an Opiate_they repofe’s
Nar meddiing with the Gods Affdirs
Congern themfelves with diftant Cares 5
But place their Blifs in‘mental Refty
And_feaft upon-the Gaod poffefs'd.

There are feveral other Excellencies depending on and
fowing from the Practice of Virtue, which the Ambition of
your Sex fhould always afpire at ; 1 mean thofeof a domeftic
Turn. < The Family is the proper Province for private Wa-
< men to fbine in.”

Thofe Ladies that purfue the Virtues peculiar to their
Sex, efteem it the greateft Commendation by which they
can be diftinguifh’d, to be reckon’d tender Mothers, faithful
Wives, kind Miftrefles and good Neighbours ; for the par=
ticular Offices of which, confult The whole Duty of Man.

Occonomy, or the Art of Houfe-keeping, is_the moft
immediate Female Bufinefs.  From this neither Wealth nor
Greatnefs can totally abfolve you. By taking the Trouble of
the Keys, and Part of the Management of her Mother’s
Houfe, a young Lady may learn how to go through her
domeftic Offices when fhe comes to one of her own.

As whatever worldly Subftance you enjoy, is the Gift of
Providence, make it in all Cafes ferve the wife and reafona-
ble Ends of a beneficent hofpitable Life.

Never keep any more Servants than you can very well af-
ford to maintain, As the pampering of Servants makes them
faucy and idle, fo will the ftinting of them make them
Thieves.

It is a great Art in Houfe-keeping, to have the Furniture
always clean, and to lay by every thing in its proper Place,
when out of Ufe. This Method will prevent Confufion,
preferve the Things, and contribute greatly to your private
Eafe. A litter’d Room is a fure Sign of Indolence and Su-
pinenefs in the Miftrefs, as it is of Sloth and Slutifhnefs in
her Servants.

Always be employ’d in fomewhat innocent or ufeful 5
for various and beyond Defeription arc the Inconveniencies
which beficge the Mind in Vacancy of Employment. While
Perfons are employing ‘either their Bodies or their Minds,
they are engag'd in the Purfuit of Happinefs, though often
mifplac’d ; and there is a greater Likelihood of their be-

X 4 coming




[92]
coming attentive to fuch Means as heteafter may be propos’d
to them for that End : But * Idlerscan propofe to themfelves
no End at all, and are therefore in a'State inferior to the
vicious World,- The Truthofit is, that as'reafonable:Crea~
tures are made a&ive Beings, they muft always be employ’d,
whether they walk in the Paths of Innocence or Folly, Vir~
tue or Vice.

"The firft Place of a Lady’s Leifure is due to Piety; butin
the Intervals of thofe devout Offices, there are many others
which may ufefully, or at leaft innocently fill up the Spaces
of your Time. The Mind can’t be always ferew'd up to a
Pitch of Virtue or Bufinefs, and therefore it is neceflary to
find out proper Employments for it in its Relaxations.
Young Perfons cannot fit 4till and idle ; and, if they could,
the Fault is ftill the greater. The Skill of properly otder-
ing the ‘Time and Meafure of Recreation, is to relaxand
refrefh: the Part that has been tir’d with Exercife, and at
the fame Time to be doing that which, befides the prefent
Delight and Eafe, may produce fomewhat to future Plea-
{ure or Profit. 1T therefore, to fill up fuch: Viacancies' of
Time, recommend ufeful and innocent Amufements.

With a peculiar Elegance of Expreffion and Thought Se-
ngca obferves, that “ Our Lives are fpent either in' doing not
< thing at all, or in doing nothing 1o the Purpofe, or in doing
“< nathing that we ought to do's we are always complaining our
< Days are few, and adting as though there would be no smd
< of them.” " It is certain that many Hours—nay,that
many Y ears hang heavy upon our Hands 3 and, though our
Time runs away fo faft, yet we would often have many Parts
of it over.  We travel thro’ Time as through'a Defart of
wild and empty Wafkes, which we would fain huj y over to
get at the imaginary Points of Reft and Pleafure. “Thisper-
petual Defire to hurry over Time is due to the wrong: + Me-
thod which moft People take in dividing it. = Wihile we fill
\]}) the Spaces of our Time with the Purfuit of Pleafure or

ufinefs, and keep ourfelves engag’d in Scenes of -Adion,
we are not at fuch a Lofs ; but when we fuffer our Minds
to lie idle, or fupinely to run adrift with any loofe or ill
directed Paffion, it is no Matter of Surprize if we fhould wifh
all fuch Parts of our T'ime to be annihilated.

Various

* But Labour, fays Plato; is preferable o Ldlonefs, as Brightnefs
it 10 Ruft p Tillotlon calls-Tdlers Fools at larges duts ths
Seriprure terms them the Devil’s Companions.

+ Ser the 61b Page.
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Various are -the innocent Diverfions of ‘Life, by which
you may lengthen Time in general; and prevent any Part of
it to'be ufelefs or tedious.

Needle-work, - Paftry, Cookery, Limning, Drawing,
‘Mufic, Singing, Gardening, learning of French, Italian, or
Latin (as you may have al particular Tafte 'and Genius for
thefe Arts) are all Accomplifhments worthy of your Care,
but not of all your T'ime.

If the Stage were under proper Regulations, it might be
'made an ufeful Entertainment, and a Source of pure Delight 5
but, as it now labours under certain Corruptions (fuch as ridi-
culing Religion and' her Minifters, and frequently intro-
ducingdiffolute and immodeft Scenes) I advife you always to
be acquainted with the Innocence of the Play before you fee
it ated.

Though Gaming is an Amufement which in general
Terms ought to be avoided, yet, fince Cuftom has introdu=
ced it into Fathion, Iam far from diffuading young Perfons
to accommodate themfelves to the innocent Gaities and Di-
vetfions in Requeft with thofe of their Age and Condition 3
but rather advife them to be complaifant on all Occafions,
and to comply with the Amufements of their Company,
while they have-no Tendency to Mifchief or Difgrace.

Wihen playing at Cards is fparingly practifed to enter-
tain Company, and to divert yourfelf, it may be innocent;
but fitting up late impairs the Health, perverts the natural
Succeffion of Day and Night, and foftens the Underftand-
ing s Nor do bad Hours often fail to introduce ill mix’d
Company. - All Pleafures are abus'd, if not regulated with
Moderation and Prudence 3 and ill-tim’d Diverfions always
furfeit,

Though T grant that Gaming may fometimes be an in-
nocent Amufement, yet I beg leave to advance a few Argu-
ments againft it. Firft, it feems generally to give more
Vexation than Delight to moft People, even while they are
engag’d in it : Secondly, it leaves no Satisfaction behind it:
Thirdly, it does not any way profit either Body or Mind ¢
And fourthly, it neither unbends the Thought, nor confirms
the Health. " To purfue the Inconveniencies of Gaming far-
ther 5 if a Lady plays high in hopes of winning, fhe makes
a Trade of it, not a Recreation ; and if fhe fills her Purfe
by it, fhe docs it too often at the Price of her Reputation.
The Love of Gaming frequently corrupts good Principles 5
and many who are juft in every thing elfe, fcruple no,: to

cheat
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chent at Play ' and from that fall-into: many other criminal
Pradices, ot

“The Sum of all this is: They that through the Prevalency
of Cuftom make this their Diverfion, do it more through want
of fome better Eniployment to fill up their Spaces of Leifure
than from any real Delight to be found in it

Dancing is an Accomplifhment to which fome part ofi
every young Lady’s Time ought to be allow’d. . Ttis highly.
convenient to learn it, bécaufe it tends to perfect a graceful
Carriage, and to give a Freedom and Eafinefs to all the Mo-
tions of the Body 5 but this Children fhould be taught as
early as their Age and Strength will permit them. After the
13th or 14th Year a young Lady’s Age is above it, and her
‘Time is deftin’d to other Ufes than to be trifled away in learn-
ing childith Accomplifhments. I allow Dancing’ to be not
only an innocent Recreation, ‘but alfo an ufeful’ one, pro<
vided the Exercife be moderate, and the Company: well
chofen.

Snuff is taken by fo many Ladies of refin’d Tafte and un=
exceptionable good Qualities, that T have nothing to offer in
Prejudice of its moderate Ufe 5 but, where it is taken: to
Excefs, its Effe&s are injurious to the Complexion; Voice,
Stomach, and Underftanding:

Such Sallies of fhort-liv’d Mirth as- proceed from Farces,
Operas, Mafquerades, Balls, and many other Diverfions,
are. generally of fo violent a Nature, that, like a Blaze of
“Thorns, they fuddenly confume themfelves, and never fail:to
leave a fullen Heavinefs, a Fatigue and Dejetion of Spirits
behind them : But the Delights which flow from well-tim'd
and well-chofen Recreations are more folid and lafting. They
diffufe a pleafing regular Warmth through the whole human
Syftem. "They never confift in the giddy Starts and Rap-
tures that arife from frolickfome Wit and Humour; but a
well-inform’d Confcience is the perpetual Spring from whence
they flow.

The Mind never unbends itfelf more agreeably. than in
the Enjoyment of difcreet and virtuous ‘Friends. - Their
Converfation clears and ‘improves the: Underftanding, eafes
and unloads the Mind, fooths and allays the Paffions, infufes
Pleafure and Knowledge, animates Virtue and good Refolur
tions, and takes away the Tedioufnefs of all our Time.
Mutual good Offices of Kindnefs between Friends are moft
clegant Satisfations,

From. the Practice. of Virtue, and the. reading of ufeful
and entertaining Authors, you will find a more fenfible Im~
provement,
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provement, @ more intenfe Delight, than from any other

| Exercife of your Talents,

To write a fine Hand: is a great Ornament to. a_young
Lady, and is ither envy’d or prais’d by every one.. This is
therefore a neceffary- Improvement. As an Jtalian Hand
is not fit for Bufinefs; and as it bears a mean Afpet, if not
wrote genteely well, a fair Round-band appears to me to be
the moft ufeful.

I fhall not fatigwe my Readers with engaging on fuch
beaten Subjedls, as the many Pleafures and Perfections of
various Diverfions and Entertainments; but of all the Me-
thods of unbending the Mind, and of finding Employment
for thofe retir’d Hours in which we are altogether left to our-
felves, deftitute of Company and Bufinefs, that is the moft
noble which places us: in the Contemplation of our divine
‘Original, and the Profpet of being admitted into his beatific
Prefence.

1 have ftretched out this Epiftle to a Length beyond my
firft Defign ; I{hall therefore only add a few incoherent Pre-
cepts, which though not of equal Weight with thofe I have
already laid down, may be of Service in fome particular Scenes
of: Life, as different Occafions offer, Thofe Thoughts I
will deliver feparate as they have occurr’d to me, without
being at the Pains to correct and methodize them.

Avoid the Folly (generally among the unknowing or en-
vious of your Sex). of flighting thofe Excellencies in others
which you have not acquir'd, Rather endeavour with a
well-temper’d Emulation to imitate them,

Be quick in fecing Faults, that you may avoid them your-
felf 5 but always flow in expofing them.

Shew Refpe&t to Perfons of Quality upon all Occafions,
whatever Objections you may have againit their Merit ; for,
as they may have it in their Power fome time or other to in-
jure you, it is but prudent to avoid offending them as much
as poffible.

Never appear to Company without your Stays. Make it
your general Rule to lace in the Morning before you leave
your Chamber.  The Neglect of this is liable to the Cenfure
of Indolence, Supi fs of Thought, Sluttifh and yery
often’ worfe.

The Negligence of loofe Attire
May oft* invite 1o loofe Defire.
Never affe being over-fqueamifh, over-nice, or difficult
o be pleas’d ;5 for fuch Affectation generally grows ugon E
. s tocl
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Stock of Ill-breeding or Ill-humour. | Thus Mis Delicate |
becomes tirefome to her. Acquaintance, uneafy to herfelf,
and hated by her * Servants, | No Perfon of whatfoever
Merit can pleafe her. Every thing fhe orders is done wrong.
She changes her Drefs thrice in a Morning ; - takes up {ix or
eight Hours at the Toilet, then lays all her own Follies on
the Tire-woman, and goes abroad in.a Non-drefs. The |
wittieft Things fhe hears won’t make her {mile. The fineft
Scenes in a Play make her yawn and nod. The moft regular
Features of the fineft Faces undergo her Cenfure.  Becaufe |
“fhe is a little crofs-featur’d herfelf, if ever you praife ano- |
ther’s Beauty before her, fhe’ll make a perfonal Quarrel of
it, and upbraid you with Prejudice or Want of Judgment,
The fofteft and moft engaging Eyes fhe calls heavy and dull 5
the moft noble Shapes gygantic; and the moft eafy, ill-pro- &
portion’d, In fhort, fhe has an inconceivable Flow of |
Words to heighten or deprefs. whatever is graceful or blame-
i
|

able in another. At the beft Overtures or Concerto’s {he
grows dull and tir'd. Such miftaken Delicacy does not get
her the Reputation of an exquifite Tafte, but makes her
confider’d in the World as a worthlefs, troublefome Crea-
ture, fill'd with Folly, Spleen, Caprice, Contradiétion, and
Vapours.

In Company fhun an awkward Bafhfulnefs; for it may
give them a mean Opinion of you.  Look any Perfon that
{peaks to you, or to whom you fpeak, ftraight in the Face
without ftaring, To turn down the Eyes at fuch Times
is a certain Sign of Ignorance or Guilt.

Stooping in a young Perfon befpeaks a Meannefs of Spirit ;
therefore endeavour after a ftrait Carriage, and an ere& Coun-
tenance, holding at the fame Time Impudence and Affecta-
tion in the higheft Contempt.

Never fit crofs-leg’d before Strangers, for fuch a free Po-
fture unveils more of a mafculine Difpofition than fits decent
upon a modeft Female.

Leaning and lolling are often interpreted to various Dif-
advantages.

I prefume no Lady would be feen to put her Hand under
her Neck Handkerchief in Company.

In Converfation never defire to fpeak out of your Turn,
or toufurp more of the Dilcourfe than comes to your Share.
If you imagine that talking much will difplay your Parts, and
procure Efteem, you quife miftake your Intereft; for your
afluming that Privilege and Superiority over thofe whom you

force

* Spedtator, No. 558,
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)| force 'to Silence, exafperates'them againft you. It is much
4 eafier and far more laudable to fpcak juftly by fpeaking little.
It is a Sign of true Wit and a great Genius to conceal part
il of onc’s Talents, Thereis a way to be filent without the
1 Imputation of Stapidity. Condefcend to proportion yourfelf
4 to_the Humour and Charadter of thofe you converfe with,
| otherwife their Converfation muft be infipid to you. Never
interrupt thofe who fpeak to you, but always hear them out.
The Converfation of thofe muft be very diftafteful who are
§ always talking, without giving the leaft Attention to what is
|

{aid by others, Whoever begins a Relation fhould be allow’d

Time to make an end of it. If you have any Opportunity of
i a Panfe, you may offer your ObjeCtions, but never break
I the Thread of their Difcourfe. Formality and Starchnefs
¢ make Converfation equally troublefome.

Hold this as a general Remark, that they, who are perpe~
tually praifing themfelves, fellom open their Lips but to
fpeak ill of others. It is Cowardice to talk hard of the
Dead.

It is a Law of Politenefs to fay nothing difobliging to
i any one. Malicious Smiles are as provoking as keen Re-

flections.  Never add Confufion to the Inquictudes of thofe

" who have fail’d of Succefs in any Attempt, nor exprefs a ma~
{ licious Joy at their Difappointment.

Never let the Paffion of Anger get the better of your

' Reafon ; for by it the external Parts are not only deform’d,
* but the whole Frame of the internal Conftitution is dif-
order’d. It is not only a bare Refemblance of Madnefs, but
is often a miferable Tranfition into the thing itfelf. Tt is
not the Effe& of Reafon, but Infirmity ; neither fenfible
of Infamy or Glory, nor affe@ted with Modefty or Fear, Tt
is a Vice that carries with it neither Pleafure, Profit, Ho-
nour, or Security ; but they who are fubje& to its Domi-
nion, are fo far flom being great, that they are not fo much
as free. The way to prevent our falling into the whimfical

Extravagancies of this Paffion, would be to confult our Rea-

fon in the Intervals, upon the Danger, Deformities, and Un-

reafonablenefs of it.

Be not fond of revealing your Family Affairs unto Stram-
gers, or of introducing them into Difcourfe.

Truth is not always to appear undreft ; nor does Since-
sity always oblige us ta fay what we think : Therefore in
matters which may offend yourfelf or another, you cannot
be tos clofe-minded.

. Some
* Ecclefiaflicus, chap. i, wer.'z.
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Some Perfonis have fo little Power to'€¢onceal any thing, /
that a Secret often efcapes without their perceiving it, or de- -
firing to difcover it 3 ‘therefore be cautious to'whom you truft |

an important Secret.
Ceéremonious Vifits are for the moft part troublefome,  if

not impertinent : But it'is eafy to obferve where:a Vifitis ot ||

welcome,” 'We ought not to thruft ourfelves into-any Af-
femblics or Appointments where our Company is not defir’d.
T have heard fome People boaft of their Intimacy with fuch

and fuch Families, where to- my Knowledge they have been

often denied Admittance.

It is a nice Affair to obferve  due Meafures with thofe
who have affronted us.  If you have been publickly offend-
‘ed, it is not proper for you tomake Advances towardsa Re-
conciliation, becaufe the Confeq of fuch a Compli
might be hurtful to you. It is'enough to forgive when the
‘Author of the Offence is brought to acknowledge it.. To
retort Affronts with tart and reproachful Anfwers is but a
doubtful Proof of Innocence : But meek Replies add a Luftre
to the Clearnefs of Virtue, and help greatly to juftify the
Perfon offended.

Frivolous News ‘and tedious Stories are an Incumbrance
to Converfation.

Before you make an abfolute Promife, weighall the Con-

§
{

fequences of keeping it 5 but when once you have made it, let |

the Circumftances be ever fo trifling or important, hold it as

Tacred, and never be influenc’d to break it, urilefs themaking |

it good prove injurious to Virtue. It was the fixt Opinion
of King #illiam the Third, that whoever: would break his
Promife, or divulge a Secret, would rob, murder, betray,
or commit any Villany, if he had but Refolution.

It is an Error fubverfive of Chriftian Charity,and of pub-
lick Peace, to be rigid in condemning the Opinions and Pro-
feffions of others.

All the Ways of growing rich are equal to Perfons greedy
of Gain. Riches in ‘their Efteem obtain the Place 'of
Equity, Reputation, their Friends, Relations, and. fre-
quently their God.

They who have a violent Defire to be rich, are very fel-
dom honeft ; but the Purfuit of Wealth is laudable, when
the Intention is virtuous; and the Negle€t of it is Weak-
nefs, when honourable Opportunities offer ; ‘becaufe Riches
and Power are the moft effetual Inftruments of the greateft
Virtues and moft heroic Aétions.

2 0 Ambiticn,
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Ambition, Envy, Revenge; Malice, Lewdnefs, and fuch
Jike are all Fxerefcences of the Mind, which do not only
deform, but likewife torment thofe on whom they grow.

Tn every Capacity of Life preferve Decency in your Man=
ners, Drefs, Words and A&ions ; and fo you will obtain the
Approbation and Eftcemiof all with whom you converfe.

Never vent peevifh Expreflions, nor give paffionate or in-
confiftent Orders to thofe about you ; and then your Ser+
vants will take Pleafure in performing their Duty. Thus
you will preferve both: their Love and Refpect.

Be affur'd that Frugality is the Support of Generofity.
Conftant Inquietudes, %)anger of Affronts, a Peevithnefs'of
Spirit, and many other great Inconveniencies, prevent a
profufe Perfon to do many noble and generous Things ; “but
the Table of a good Oeconomift is always attended with
Neatnefs, Plenty, and Chearfulnes. When we have pro-
vided' enough to maintain us in the Order fuitable to our
Charater, we ought to be proportionably hofpitable ; but
the more we live within decent Bounds, the more of our
Fortune may be converted to noble Ufes.

The niceft Rule in Occonomy is to make our Being
one uniform and confiftent Series of innocent Pleafures and
moderate Cares, and not to be tranfported with Joy on Occa-
fions of good Fortune, or too much dejected in Circumftances
of Diftrefs.

Viagrant Defires and impertinent Mirth will be too apt to
engage our Minds, unlefs we can poflefs ourfelves in that So-
briety of Heart which is above all tranfient Pleafures, and
which ‘will fix our Affections on Things above.

Let this Confideration always dwell upon your Memory,
that all your Thoughts, Words and Ations lie open to him,
whofe infiniteMind has the univerfal View of all things ever
prefent before it ; that he fees all things at once by a clear
and full Intuition, without a Poffibility of being miftaken 5
and that to him you muft account for all your Pleafures and
Diverfions, Vices and Follies, Employments and Taleats.
The Reward of the Virtuous is with the Lord, and the Care of
them is with the Moft High 5 therefore fball.thy receive @ glo-
vious Kingdomy, and a beantiful Crown from the Lovd’s Hand,
for with his Right Hand fhall. be cover them and with bis drm
fhall be proteét them.

If you endeavour to conform your Practice to thofe Ad-
vices, ‘which come from a willing Heart to inftrut and im-
prove you, you may be qualificd to be ufeful and happy in
every State of Life. A geateel Affent to thefe mcmeﬁtolus

ules
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Rules will in that of a Virgin teach you to live to great and |
excellent Ends, and dire& you to an innocent,Choice of the
fublimeft Pleafures ; in the married State, it will make you a
fit Companion for a wife Man, a proper Perfon to govern a
Family, and to be intrufted with the Education of Chil-
dren, ~ It will make you humble in Profperity, refign’d in
AflliGtion, aive in Health, and patient in Sicknefs. It
will enable you to pafs through all the Scenes and Accidents
of this tranfient World, calmly and quietly ; and will ripen
your Faculties for eternal Blifs in the Realms above, where
the Waters of Comfort flow, and where Robes of Righteouf-
nefs are prepared for the Faithful, in the Fulnefs of Joy, in
the Society of blefled and immortal Spirits, and in the Pre-
fence of the Deity,—at whofe Right Hand there are Plea-
fures for evermore.

Oh ! what a Scene of Bifs the Soul employs,
Wrapt in the Profpeét of eternal Fays 5

Where all immortal Hallelujahs fing,

And praife the World’s Redeemer—Heaven’s King 3
Where Eymns of Glory ev'ry Vaice employ 3

Where all is Love and Harmony and oy !

May Angels watch your Steps, and keep you in the Paths ~ |
of Virtue,

This Letter is prefented to your Acceptance, together |
with his Prayers and beft Wifhes for your Safety, by {

Your affectionate Uncle,

WereENHALL WILKES.
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To Her HicunEss the

LADY AUGUSTA.

Mapawm,

7 HE Author of the fol-
lowing Performance does
not prefume to Infcribe
it to Your HiGHNEsS
under the Suppofition of
Your wanting any Affiftance towards
the due forming of Your Mind and
Manners, or infpiring You with the
Love of tiue PoriTeNEss, foreign

to that of Your own Preceptors, and
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the Illuftrious Example of that moft
excellent and accomplithed PrincEess
who gave you Birth, No, Madam, it
is only to implore your Patronage of |
it, in order to give it a Weight with |
fuch others of Your Sex to whom it
may, I hope, be of fome Service in
thofe Refpeds.

I am, Madam,
Your Hicuness's
moft obedient and

moft bumble Servant,

Zhe AUTHOR.
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Of POLITENESS in general.

O LITENESS, Madam, is an Accom-
vz plithment of fo fingular a nature, that
the lefs People have it the more they
generally think they have it. Every one

judges of it agreeable to his own Fancy,
Tafte, and Difpofition: Some from Caprice, and the
wild Conceits of a vitiated Imagination; others from
Reafon, and the Diates of a happy Genius refined
by a good Education. The Ladies are always ready
to determine upon the Point; and who dare appeal
from their Tribunal ?

‘What has hitherto appeared in publick upon this
Subjeét are either Precepts too general, which afford
not fufficient Inftrution, or Trifles too minute, and
too well known to have any Regard paid them. It
muft be allow’d that there are many fix’d and unal-
terable Rules for our Condut in Life, but then there
are many likewife which are arbitrary, and which vary
with Place, Time, Circumftance and Perfon.

B : Two
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Two celebrated Italian Authors have profefledly
treated of PoriTenESss, La Cafa in his Galatea,
and Caftiglione in his Courtier ; but Theirs are rather
Difcourfes upon the impertinent Ceremonies cuftom-
ary in Jtaly, and Collections of general Precepts with

regard to mere Civility and Complaifance, than Trea- -

tifes properly conduéting to this Accomplithment ;
and give me leave to fay, Madam, that, in our
Country, to be too much polithed in thofe Refpects
is to be greatly unpolite.

You will in this Epiftolary Addrefs, Madam, find
a Variety of Maxims, with regard to all the Devoirs
of one of your Sex and Situation in Life ; Maxims
of Praflice drawn from many inconteftible Truths,
which are the very Bafis of the Philofophy of the
Manners.

I fhall not endeavour to recommend myfelf
to your Approbation by ecither a laboured Stile,
or a Novelty of Sentiment, which would be uftlefs,
and indeed ridiculous, where the Bufinefs is to in-
ftruét: A witty Moralift is feldom a Man of good
Senfe: Neither do I prefume to lay thefe Papers be-
fore you as containing Maxims which you yourfelf
have the leaft occafion for, or in order to alter any
thing in your Conduct: No, Fair Lady, I only pre-
fent you with a Portrait, whereof you'll readily dif:
cover every Feature to be your own. I can fcarce de-
termine, therefore, to which of us Two thefe Rules
and Precepts will be moft indebted for the good Re-
ception they may meet with; You for having practi-
fed them, or I for having made an Affemblage of
them for the Bencfit of others lefs enlightned, and
lefs happy than yourfclf,

It
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Jt is not enough, Madam, that your Virtue, joined
with the Innocence of a tender Age, fecures you
againft every thing that could in the leaft feduce you
from Duty; you muft likewife guard againft the Ma-
lice of an Age which is skilled in ftaining what is pure
and amiable in the moft refined and irreproachable
Conduét, and mifconftruing your very Virtues into
Vice. You know very well how to do the Good,
but it is not lefs neceflary to know how to defend
yourfelf againft the Evil; for no one can be truly
happy without being acquainted with both,

Although moft of the following Inftrutions may
ferve in common for Perfons of all Degrees in Life,
yet I confine myfelf principally to the more univer-
fal and common Duties and Devoirs of Life; and if
this Path of Mediocrity feems fometimes too narrow
for me, and I bound beyond it, it is in order, Ma-
dam, to follow you, and to endeavour attaining to
that Degree of Perfection at which you have already
arrived.

‘What is the real Caufe that we frequently find fo
little true Education in young Ladies of Great Fami-
lies I dare not pofitively affirm, but fhould be apt to
conjeture that the Misfortune fprings ecither from
their Mamma’s being too much enamoured with the
‘World, and defirous to appear young as long as pof-
fible, and therefore giving themfelves no farther
Concern about their Daughters Education than bare-
ly keeping them at a diftance, as difagreeable Wit-
neffes of their own Age; or elfe from their not ca-
ring to lie under that Reftraint in their own Con-
duc, which is neceffary towards fetting a proper Ex-
ample to their Children.

4 B2 i Your
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Your Stars, Madam, are more propitious; many,
who obferve you, are in the higheft Admiration at the
refined Manners and polite Addrefs which you are
Miftrefs of, fo much above one of your Years, and
for which you are indebted to the beft of Mothers,
who has taken fincere Pains both to cultivate your
natural Talents, and to fupply you with good Prin-
ciples. For this Parental Goodnefs and Care you have
generoufly paid a grateful and exemplary Return, by
making fuch ufeful Remarks and feafonable Reflexions
upon the Maxims and Inftruétions laid before you,
as thereby to acquire a juft Difcernment in Things,
and preferve a regular as well as elegant Conduct.

Though Virtue and Merit are not always in the
Retinue of the Great, yet a Delicacy of Behaviour
and Purity of Manners generally dwell more with
them, than with thofe of a lower Clafs in Life, and
therefore from fuch we ought to take our Models for
Imitation; but then remember, that thefe are a kind
of Diamonds which muft be often fearched for
amongft Glafs; you know what I mean by this Ex-
preflion, becaufe you know that the Pomps and
Gaieties of Life often prove Obftacles to the Duties
of it, and we may fay of True Politenefs, that,

Tho’ fought by all, to few the Gem is known
Moft for the Brilliant, wear the Briftol Stone.
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Of PoLITENESS in RELIGION, and
againff SUPERSTITION,

BEIHE firft and moft important of all the In-
% ftructions I beg leave-to prefent you with,
Madam, is that which relates to your Duty
towards Fleaven. Religion is the Knowledge of
what is required of us from our Creator, communi-
cated to the Mind by Reafon and Revelation, and
rooted in the Heart by Divine AffeGtion. *Tis a
Principle which foars above mere Nature, in order to
fearch out and adore the Lord of Nature, and
whereby we are inftruéted how, by a-due Submiffion
to his Laws, and by the Practice of Juftice, Gratitude,
and the other Virtues required of us in his Revealed
Will, to fecure to ourfelves that eternal Felicity which
the fame Revelation gives us an Aflurance of. Your
whole Conduét through Life ought to be regulated
by Religion ; every Movement of your Mind, your
Thoughts, Talents, Manners and Studies fhould be
agreeable to that, and fhould be all employ’d in the
Service of the Supreme Being, not only as the Prince
of all Perfections, but likewife as the ultimate Fnd
which it is neceffary to afpire after in order to Hap-
pines. A young Lady without Piety, and a reli-
gious Reverence towards Heaven, is a kind of Mon-
fter in the World. You ought to love Gop then
from the Motives of Obligation and Gratitude, and
to reflet at the fame time on the Stri@tnefs of his
Juftice; but be fure to avoid entertaining any of
thofe gloomy and enthufiaftical Apprehenfions of
B3 % him
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him which reprefent him always in Wrath, and with
his Thunder about him: ~ As you had the Felicity of
being born a Chriftian, you have all the Reafon in
the World to rely on his Mercy, and to throw off
thofe fervile Terrors which only tend to diminith that
Affetion towards him, which you fhould above all
things preferve in Purity and Vigour.

1 thall not fay any thing to you, Madam, with re-
gard to the Duties of ConfCience ; that is the Bufinefs
of a Spiritual Tutor rather than of a Worldly Sage, as
you have fometimes been pleafed to ftile me: You’ll
however permit me juft to hint my Sentiments upon
what appears right or wrong to me in the common
Practice of Devotion.

ECRIEIRITRILTH
Of DEvoT1ION,

OTuine is more hidden than true Devotion,
it being lodged entirely in the Heart, whilft
the falfe and affeéted is quite the Reverfe,
ftudying nothing but Exteriors in order to appear
what it is not, and affuming an Authority of reform-
ing every thing but itfelf. I would advife you to have
a particular Guard againft People of this Character ;
Hypocrify is in high Mode and Practice amongft us
at prefent, and it requires no {mall Degree of Sagacity
not to miftake it for its oppofite Virtue.

However good and wife you may naturally be, yet
be fure always to remember that the Moral Virtues,
without Faith and Religion, are Branches lopt from
the Parent Tree, and will in the end wither and pe-
rith; and therefore make it the chief Bufinefs of your
Youth




The LaDY’s PRECEPTOR.

Youth to be well grounded in the Articles and Prin-
cples of your Profeffion.

Of BEuaviouRr aof CHURCH.

&% O behave with Modefty, Madam, is requi-
fite in a young Lady every where, but more
particularly at Church;; I would therefore ad-
vife you againft the fafhionable Prattice of gazing
round you to find People to curtfy to; though when
others pay that Compliment to you, I would have you
return it with a decent Gravity, neither laughing nor
talking at the fame time. 'The Church is not a Place
for courtly Ceremonies; ’tis a Temple fet apart for
the Service of the Supreme Author of all Things,
where nothing fhould enter but Refpect, Silence, and
Adoration; banith therefore all thofe other Diftrac-
tions which are quite the Oppofites to thefe Duties,
remembring always, that whatever Incenfe is offered
up by the Lips is unprofitable and vain, unlefs the
Heart and Tongue entirely correfpond.

During the Time of Sermon always behave with
Gravity and Attention, which is a Thing too much
neglected by young Ladies of this Age, who gene-
rally come to Church merely to fec and be feen, and
would be athamed of * nothing fo much as to remem-
ber even the very Subject that the Gentleman in the
Pulpit had been upon; or if they do fometimes
vouchfafe to attend a little, ’tis only in order to make
jll-natured Remarks on the Preacher, .and to thew
how much better Criticks than Chriftians they are.
This may fit well enough on an Atheift or Free-
B thinker,
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thinker, but is infupportable in a young Lady, who

ought upon fuch Occafions always to manifeft Refpect, -

and a Defire of Information 3 and make it her Bufinefs
to profit by the Performance, not to pafs Judgment
on it.  Another Particular allied to this, which I
would at the fame time caution you againft, is the at-
tempting to dogmatize,” or form Difficulties with re-
gard to Religion, which is a dangerous Undertaking,
and often carries People farther than they at firft ima-
gined, Neither is it the Bufinefs of one of your Sex,
Madam, to concern themfelves about the Rites and
Ceremonies of the Church the adheres to, nor to fe-
parate from the Eftablithed Worthip through a Spirit
either of Oppofition or affeéted Delicacy, as if what
was common was beneath her Regard, and did not
keep pace with her more exalted Piety.

% ComE now, Madam, to enter upon a De-
Gl tail of the Duties and Decorums of Life,
: % which is indeed inexhauftible, as the different
Ocaafions for your acquitting yourfelf well in thofe
Refpects are infinite. There are Rules for all our
Actions, even down to Sleeping with a good Grace.
Life is a continual Series of Operations, both of
Body and Mind, which ought to be regulated and
performed with the utmoft Care, and of which the
Succefs frequent]y depends upon thofe with whom we
live and converfe, who are too apt to putagood or bad
Conftruction upon them, agreeable to their own way
of thinking, or to the Difpofition or Affection they
have
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have towards us. You ought always to confider the
Sex, Age and Quality of all with whom you con-
verfe, in order to behave towards every one in 2 man-
ner moft fuitable to their refpetive Situation. To
your Superiors you owe Submiffion and Refpeét; to
your Inferiors, Affability, Bounty and Compaffion ;
to your Equals, you are indebted Complaifance and
Civility ; and a good Example to all.

Of BEHAVIOUR #0 our SUPERIORS.

S the chief Part of what we call Good-man-

%3 Perfons above us, and as it is a more arduous
Task to keep well with them, than with others of an
inferior Rank, I fhall frequently fpeak to you upon
that Point in the Courfe of this Epiftle.

The more fuperior -any one’s Situation is to our
own, their Friendfhip and Converfation are {o much
the more agreeable to.us; we muft confider then,
that in order to maintain fuch a Correfpondence as
this, we have more Regard and Punctilios to pay
them, and ftand in need of a double Share of Cau-
tion to manage properly with them, than with thofe
of the fame Rank and Fortune with ourfelves. Iam
very well convinced, Madam, that Perfons of a fu-
perior Station to our own are fond of your Conver-
fation, and endeavour to cultivate a Friendfhip with
yous but take care of being dazzled by the Appro-
bation they exprefs of your Conduét, as well as by
the Applaufes they give your Wit and Underftanding.
You ought always to reccive Commendations of this
nature,
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nature, more as the Effeét of their Civility than your
own Merit, and modeftly look on them as rather In-
timations of what you ought to be, than Encomiums
of what you really are. Although, therefore, in an-
fiwer to fuch Encomiums, you may fay, that you are
ignorant by what means you have obtained the Honour
they do you, or fomething elfe of that nature, yet let
me advertife you, that there is often more Beauty in
a refpectful Silence, than in a middling Reply., It
is by no means neceflary for young Ladies to fpeech
it, and for three Words of Praife to make a Thank{~
giving of Fifty.

If Perfons of the Condition I have been fpeaking
of, fhould, upon any particular Occafion, or Junc-
ture in Life, fay any thing to you that favours either
of Roughnefs or Impertinence, make no anfwer to it
at all, unlefs at the fame time you can produce a very
good Reafon, either to appeafe or undeceive them.
‘When they fpeak to you, pay a modeft Attention to
what they fay, without appearing Abfent with regard
to any Queftion they may ask you, which has fome-
thing very unpolite and provoking in it; nothing
being more ill-bred than to make any one repeat a
Thing which we ought to have taken at firft." Be
fure never to let the Ambition of pleafing others in-
duce you to quit your own Charaéter; nor give your-
felf any trouble to gain their good Graces, if it muft
be done at the Expence of a Neighbour or Friend.
If they happen to fay any thing before you which
gives you Pain, and is by no means agreeable to you,
behave as if you had heard nothing of the matter ;
your Countenance, vermilioned over with an inno-
cent Bluth, would be more eloquent than any Ex-
preflions
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j preflions you could make ufe of. Should a Man, let
his Quality and Situation be never fo high, attempt
' improper Familiarities with you, it is unneceflary, I
? hope to advife you to rejeét them mith Difdain; but
| do ithowever, without faying any thing that is fhock-
| ing or ill-bred, and excufe yourfelf with a Modefty,
| that your Refufal, if poffible, may not feem to deviate
. from the Refpe&t you owe his Condition: Iam well
affured that this is the moft effetual way to procure
Returns of Refpeét from him, and to prevent his
forgetting himfelf fo much as to give you farther
Uneafinefs.

Of CONVERSATION,

?ﬁ%ﬁ]ﬂ FORE ever you fpeak upon any Topick,
) clpecially when in company with thofe you
deem your Superiors, carefully examine
what you are going to fay; we are often drove to
Repentance for having uttered a filly thing merely
becaufe we won’t give ourfelves time to prepare and
reify our Thoughts before we let them efcape our
Lips. Speak but feldom, except when previoufly ap-
plied to, unlefs you have any thing to produce which
you are fure will give Pleafure, or which is neceflary
for the Company to be made acquainted with, and
then propofe it With Deference and Deliberation. If
you undertake a Story at any time, which to execute
well, by the by, is extremely difficult, it requiring
a peculiar Genius and Turn to excel in this Branch of
Converfation, don’t run it out into a faftidious
Length, or enumerate every tedious and frivolous

! Cir-
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Circumftance ; and fhould it happen to be of a hu-
morous and diverting Caft, don’t be the firft to laugh
at it yourfelf, much lefs to fuch a degree as to put
you out of Breath: This is a Behaviour too unguard-
ed and indelicate, and betrays a want of Judgment
as well as good Education. Endeavour always to be
acquainted with what are look’d on as the upper
Places, that you may not either at Church, Table,
or elfewhere, inadvertently fill them ; confidering that
in things of that nature you ought to ftudy other
People’s Conveniency before your own,

Wherever you are, imagine that you are obferved,
and that your Behaviour is attentively feanned by the
reft of the Company all the while, and this will eblige
you to obferve yourfelf, and to be conftantly on your
guard. Converfation is not only the Cement and
Soul of Society, but it is likewife the Touchftone of
Merit, Wit, and Judgment: Talk little, but never
appear fpeechlefs and difconcerted, like your young
Creatures juft come to Town from a /7//h Boarding-
School, who refemble Birds got loofe from a Cage,
that know not where they are, or how to difpofe of
themfelves.

Of COMPLAISANCE.

=X E always regardful of, and complaifant to
@g thofe who addrefs themfelves to you in Com-
g&\é@} panys; appear with a graceful Affurance,
feafoned at the fame time with Modefty and Chear-
fulnefs, and never put People to the trouble of getting
you to look at them. This Maxim is too frcquentlg
any
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' nnd grofly neglected, Madam, by young Perfons of
your Sex : Some make Grimaces, fome appear abfent,
fome under Perplexity, and fome ftare about ’em in
a wild kind of Confufion, /ike @ Dog in a Dancing-

\ School, as our comick Bard very humoroufly ex-
prefles it ; others again wear a too gloomy or re-
ferved Afpect: All which are Marks of a defective
Education.

‘When you fpeak to any one, never call them by
their Names, efpecially if they are either your Equals,
or Superiors ; Sir, or Madam, being both more re-
fpectful and polite.

Remember always to ask as few Queftions as pof-
fible, or indeed not any but where there is a kind of
Neceffity for it. Too many of our Sex, Madam, as
well as of yours, furnith out their Converfation by
the contrary Practice, which generally is only giving
other People the trouble of informing them with
what they ought to blufh at not knowing before ;
and is therefore as imprudent with regard to their
own_Reputation, as it is impertinent towards the
Company.

As you are to be fuppofed then not to ask any
Queftion without Reafon, you fhould always be fure
to exprefs yourfelf readily in doing it, in order to pre-
vent any Judgment which might be paffed on you,
for indulging yourfelf in that Liberty.

As the Great, of every Charater in Life, are fond
of a little Flattery, they have generally things at
heart which they would be tranfported you fhould
inquire of them about, and be pleafed to obferve the
Intereft you take in them, and the Approbation you
afford them.

4 Accuftom
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Accuftom yourfelf to a Tone of Voice, neither
higher nor lower than is neceffary to your being heard. ‘
Let Chearfulnefs, Sweetnefs, and Modefty, be always
blended in your Countenance and Air, and be fo ha-
bitual to you, that there mayn’t appear any thing of
Affetation in them. This is a Charm which is

highly prevalent in winning People’s Affections, and |

rendering one’s Company defirable ; whilft a cloudy,
morofe or overbearing Countenance is always ominous.

OfFLATTERYaﬂd SERvILITY,

2 plaifance, but carefully avoid Excefs in each,
"sa'l to prevent your being taxed with either
Meannefs or Flattery. Moderation, Madam, which is
a Virtue, {pringing at a proper Diftance between two
vicious Extremes, ought greatly to be cultivated by all
Candidates for Politenefs. Be likewife careful, in Con-
verfation, not to make ufe of Expreffions that are
either obfcure or bombaft, but fuch as are clear, po-
lithed, and ornamented with obliging and affectionate
Terms, which will engage all the Company in your
favour; avoiding at the fame time all Ambiguities,
Equivocations, or Words of a double Meaning, as
well as the low Jokes and infipid Rallery of thofe who
fal(ly pretend to Pleafantry and Humour ; the Practice
whereof is at prefent highly difapproved of in po-
lite Affemblies. The Ufe of Proverbial Sayings,
when they are 4 propos, and not too frequently had
recourfe to, I am far from condemning; they
are a kind of Salt which give a Seafoning to Dif-
courfe,
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courfe, and by means whereof a great deal inay be
faid in a very few Words.

Of ArpreARING ABSENT 77z COMPANY.

|
1

Ever let your Mind be abfent in Company,
efpecially when you are amongft People of
Rank and Diftinétion, but apply yourfelf

entirely to what they are faying or doing, in order to
fpeak or anfwer properly, and to let them fee that you
are not infenfible of the Honour they do you in ad-
mitting you to their Converfation ; avoiding at the
fame time the leaft Appearance of being tired, uneafy,
or impatierit in their Company.

Of CONTRADICTION.

SSRESERVE your Breaft always free from Pre-
judice, -and open to Conviction upon reafon-
able Proof. The Spiric of Contradiction ren-
ders every one extremely difagreeable in Company,
but more efpecially thofe of the Fair Sex. This vain
Conceit of their own Opinion difcovers them to have
more Prefumption than Prudence, and to be rather
pofitive than polite; notwithftanding which, it is in
high Practice in the World at prefent, and frequently
difcernible even amongft Thofe who fet up for Patterns
of Politenefs, and is therefore more vigilantly to be
guarded againft.

Lo
of




Of CALuMNY and DETRACTION.

i cially that of the Bean Monde, runs too often

B8+ upon Calumny and Detraction, endeavour al-
ways to fhew, by your Silence, that you are not
pleafed with the Subjec, or elfe generoufly undertake
the Defence of the Abfent; and at leaft fay, that you
don’t queftion but were they prefent they would be
able to vindicate themfelves. Avoid, however, upon
any fuch Occafion difcovering the leaft Emotion in
your Countenance, or Eagernefs in your Expreflions,
and behave with fuch an Air of Freedom and Tran-
quillity, as may manifeft that you are far from being
prejudiced in the Cafe, but that Juftice and Good~
nature are the fole Motives of what you fay.

Of VAIN-GLORY.

8OST of your Sex, Madam, who can fee fo
very clearly into the Conduct of others, too
rarely reflect on, or become acquainted with
their own: After they have been at the pains of por-
traiting, and hanging up to publick View the Faults
and Imperfetions of another, one would imagine
they might ftop there, as having gone a Length fuffi-

S the Converfation of the World, and efpe-

cient; but no, They are not content with having ac- .

cufed others, but muft juftify themfelves before they are
accufed, and lanch out into Encomiums upon the Excel-
lency of their own Behaviour, without any body’s re-
quiring
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. quiring an Account of it. Carefully avoid this Er-

ror, which is at prefent fo very common; and if you
cannot always difpenfe with yourfelf from condemn-
ing the Conduct of others, pray don’t be over-indu-
ftrious in extolling your own: In doing the former,
never fhew the left Spirit of Rallery or Spleen, which
only produces Refentment inftead of Reformation
and with regard to thelatter, how modeft and decent
does it look, pray, to fet one’s felf up for a Model of
Perfection? Believe me, Madam, very few will be
fo kind as to take us upon our own Words, but ra-
ther defpife us for our Oftentation and Vanity; and
then how mortified muft we be to find we are become
the Jeft, inftead of the Idol of Mankind, and that
after fo much Labour to make ourfelves fhine, we
have only rubbed out the Luftre which we might
have laid claim to before. True Merit is never at-
tended with Pride and Supercilioufnefs; to compli=
ment ourfelves, whilft we degrade others, looks as
if we were confcious of our own Infignificancy, and
had nothing but Outfide and Ill-nature to make us
confpicuous.

SIECRASIBR SRR TR
Of PREJUDICE.

Herz is another Foible too prevalent in
many of your Sex, which is that of being
eager and warm about things which gene-
rally ought to be indifferent o you. A Difpute has
arofe, perhaps, between two of your Acquaintance,
who are neither your Relations nor particular Friendss
upon this you ftrike in with the firft that endeavours
c : to
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to engage you, however flight Reafon you may have
for fo doing, without giving yourfelf time to exa-

* mine into the Merits of the Conteft, or the Juftice of
fuch a Prepoffeffion. Once you have declared your
felf, the moft weighty Reafons on the one fide fhall
be fufpeéted, at the fame time that you juftify the cul-
pable Proceeding of the other; your too fanguine
Paffion determines inftantly upon the Affair, and the
Misfortune is, that by going fo far you don’t even
leave it in your Power to return. Prepoffeflions of
this nature betray a great deal of Levity, and too
little Equity in the Difpofition; and are likewife fre-
quently the Caufe of unhappy Diffenfions in Families.
Remember therefore, young Lady, to be always re-
ferved at fuch Conjunctures, or if you can’t avoid
being concerned in them, fufpend your Judgment
however, and, inftead of being warm and cager in the
Bufinefs, endeavour to gaih each Party over to Rea-
fon; and accomplith, by that means, an Accommo-
dation between them: A Condu& by far more ho-
nourable and meritorious than jthat which I have
béen inveighing againft. The Mediation I here men-
tion feems not, indeed, to be the Province of one fo
young, Madam, as you are; but you have already
given fuch ftrong Inftances of your good Underftand-
ing upon many Occafions, that there are none of your
Friends but would readily commit their Caufe to your
Judgment and Decifion.

e
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Of being too INQU 18I TIVE.

X OTwITHSTANDING what T have faid
of the Necefﬁty of procuring an Infight in-
@ to Things, in order to the Attainment of
good Senfe, and the due Formation of the Judg-
ment, there are Occafions, however, when one fhould
beware of too much Curiofity, left we either thould
prejudice our own Intereft, or offend others by in-
dulging it. Thave known People warmly repent their
having penetrated into an' Affair or Intrigue, where-
by they had fuffered no fmall Detriment, by going a
Jittle farther than they fhould have done. The La-
dies, who have a much more lively Curiofity than us
Men, generally puth this Bufinefs to an Extremity,
being charmed at getting acquainted with their
Neighbours Foibles, without refleting that they have
greater of their own to correét. Nothing is more
cuftomary in the Commerce of the World, than the
‘Wiongs of this nature which we pradtife towards
each other: If this fame Curiofity makes you inqui-
fitive to know the Caufe of Peoples proceeding thus,
7’1l tell you, Madam : There is a kind of Habit and
Correfpondence between our Reafon and our own
Faults, fo that they fubfift together, without making
‘War with each other; but when the Errors of our
Neighbour come in queftion, our whole Reafon is
prefently up in Arms againft them, cxamines them
with the utmoft Severity, purfues them indefatigably,
and condemns them without Mercy. Let me diffuade
you then from being inquifitive into things which
C 2 i there
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there is no occafion you fhould be acquainted with 3
for too much Curiofity always leads to Indiferetion,
which is the moft unfortunate of all Errors. When
any one is reading 4 Letter near you, carefully fhun
cafting an Eye upon it; or if alone in the Clofet or
Apartment of a Friend, never attempt to look into
any Papers that may lie on the Table, but keep your
Eyes, as you would your Hands, from pilfering any
thing there,

o
Of WHISPERING and LavGHING
in_ Company.

80 fet up a Laugh in Company, without every
% one prefent being acquainted with the Occa-
SRES fion, is inexcufable ; as is likewife ‘Whifper-
ing, or even attending to others who would whifper
to you, if you can poffibly avoid it ; however if that
can’t be done, either anfiwer them aloud, or make no
Anfwer atall. ‘The Rules of Politenefs prohibit every
thing of this nature; for the reft of the Company,
upon thefe Occafions, have all the right in the World
to think themfelves the Subjects of your Converfation
and Ridicule. All Laughing, Whifpering, affected
Nods, Grimaces, and' half Speeches, of which the
Caufe is unknown, are the Height of Impertinence
and Ill-breeding.
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Of ArPLAUDING or CENSURING
Pegple rafbly.

5 E are feldom over-pleafed at hearing other
% People praifed, efpecially if we ourfelves have
e no Intereft in it; when you are therefore in
Company, whofe Inclinations you are not perfeétly,
well acquainted with, be cautious how you applaud
any Friend of yours, that you are not fure is theirs at
the fame time. You may imagine, perhaps, that
you have done your Favourite a high piece of Ser-
vice; but, believe me, Lady, you have only drawn
down upon her all the Malice and Slander that Envy
and Self-conceit is capable of producing. There is
likewife the fame Imprudence in not approving of the
Conduct of any particular Perfon, whom fome of the
Company fpeak with Applaufe of ; I have feen many
People under great Perplexity, by falling into Errors
of this nature before they were aware of it. The in-
difcreet Perfon who talks, has always reafon to doubt
whether he fhall pleafe or not; the prudent Perfon
who s filent, is fure he fhall not difpleafe. I remem-
ber an Accident which happened to myfelf, (fo Self,
you fee, Madam, prevails even upon the very Pre-
ceptor, whilft he is reafoning againft it) that I beg
leave to offer as an Inftance of this. Being newly ar-
rived in a certain Town, and talking with a young
Gentleman in the Street one Day, his Lady, who was
a very fine and agrecable Woman, happened to pafs
by us; I was at that time unacquainted with either
her Perfon or Name, but taking particular notice of
C3 . her
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her as the went by, I turned to her Husband, and
faid, If that Creature is not an arrant Coguette, her
pretty Eyes exceffively belye ber Heart, He, {miling,
took it pleafantly, as he ought, whilft her Ladyfhip
caft many agreeable Reproaches on me afterwards for
the bad Opinion I had of her Eyes notwithftanding
which I was convinced, that I had talked inadver-
tently, and atted the Part of a rafh young Fellow :
So trueit is, that we can never be too cautious of ani-
madverting upon others, efpecially when we are
fpeaking of People that we have little or no Ac-
quaintance with.

Of MiM1cKk 1N G others.

F Rallery be an offenfive and difagreeable
Thing, much more fo is Mimicking the
% Gefture or Speech of another, and which is
feldom or ever practifed with Impunity. ‘The Cha-
racter of a Mimick is one of the loweft and moft
odious of any, and ferves only to procure one a great
many Enemies: *Tis a Part fit only for a King’s Fool,
who is to facrifice every thing to his Mafter’s Diver-
fion. ’Tis a reproachable Conduct, even in the Stage,
to difplay the Portraits of particular Perfons, though
they may juftly ridicule their Vices and F ollies, No
one, efpecially of your Sex, Madam, will ever par-
don a Treatment of that nature. There are but too
many Fathers and Mothers, who are tranfported at
thefe apith Tricks in their Children, looking on them
as Marks of a fuperior Genius and Wit; but they are
extremely miftaken in this, and ought to correét them
for
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for it as a very dangerous Vice, and as what, in the
future courfe of their Lives, may bring them into
many difagrecable Situations.

Take care of being fo over-charmed, Madam, with
the Converfation of young People of your own Age
and Condition in Life, as to defpife that of Perfons
more advanced in Years, and experienced in the
‘World, from which you may always draw confidera-
ble Advantage, and may be inftructed in thofe things
which you could not, as yet, have learnt from Ex-
perience.  There is a great deal of Prudence in
conquering the natural Repugnance we have towards
converfing with fuch difproportioned Company ; and
we ought to reflect, that by this means we may ac-
quire, in a very lictle time, what muft otherwife be
the Fruit of long Obfervation.

Truth holds the golden Mean between Flattery
and Detraion, both of which are dangerous Extre-
mities that you ought carefully to fhun. Rather
fifle 2 Jeft at any time, than give the leaft Offence
to any one by uttering it: for right Reafon will in-
form us, that we ought to ftudy. more how to avoid
giving others Pain, than how to acquire the Repu-
tation of being Wits ourfelyes. ~ As for Flactery,
confider that it is compounded of Falfhood and In-
juftice ; and that therefore he who attends to it is
generally the Dupe of a Knave, and a Liar; and
for Detraction, that it is the Peftilence that walketh in
Darknefs, and that thofe of your Sex, as too many
there are, who practife it, are like the Fruits of So-
doms, fair and beautiful perhaps without, byt all De-
ceit and Poifon within.

C4 . of
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Of being BLIND to what grves us Offence.

e T is frequently very advantageous to appear
Ui [£7 Blind to what gives us Offence : Suppofe a

=CA Female Acquaintance thould complain of
your having done her an Injury, and begin her Re-
venge by loading you with Reproaches; why if you
flifle your Refentment, and take no notice of. them,
the’ll be quickly appeafed, and yowll have an Enemy
the lefs. . You muft not judge of others, Madam,
by yourfelf, who are naturally good, generous, and
fincere. Confider that the Heart of Man is full of
Diffimulation, fenfible of Injuries, and always prompt
to Revenge. You may have happened to fay fome-
thing, perhaps, one time or other, which might give
offence to a Lady prefent, without your either intend-
ing it, or ever refleting upon it afterwards, when to
your vaft Surprize you find her embracing the firft
Opportunity of inveighing bitterly againft you, in
order to difcharge her Refentment for the Affront
you had inadvertently offer’d her; for this Reafon
young People fhould not expofe themfelves too foon
in the Grand Monde, but pay long Attention to what
others fay and do; make their Remarks on what is
right or wrong in their Behaviour ; and obferve the
different Effects therchy produced ; and laftly inform
themfelves what Qualities have procured fuch or fuch
a Lady fo great Reputation and Applaufe in the
World: In one word, Madam, they thould labour
in fearching out the Paths to Merit, and then they
would never fail of arriving at it,

of
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| RARASRTE
Of GALLANTRY from the Men.

@ T would be in itfelf a Tranfgreflion of the
; Rules of Politenefs, to entertain one {o young
8 and blooming as you are, Madam, with
Difcourfes upon things of a very ferious Nature; I
fhall therefore leave them to your own future good
Underftanding, and proceed within the Limits I at
firft prefcribed myfelf. In the next place, then, Fair
Lady, I would give you this piece of Counfel, not to
be greatly alarmed at a little Gallantry, or a fine Thing
that may be faid to you by aMan of Fafhion and Wit.
Upon Occafions of that kind, you may very well ac-
quit yourfelf by a gentle Smile accompanied with a
Blufh, to let him fee that you are neither a Prude or
Coquette; but as this is a tender Subject, and very
difficult for you to maintain properly for any Length
of Time, endeavour always to give a different Turn
to the Difcourfe; which laudable Piece of Artifice
may ferve to difengage you, without leffening in the
Jeaft People’s Opinion of your Wit.

Although at fuch 2 Junéture *tis certainly beft to
make no Anfiwer at all; yet, if it can’t be avoided,
take care that your Repartees be fhort, modeft, and
judicious; in order to which you may venture to
prophefy what handfome things may at any time
be faid to you upon this Head, and confequently to
confider beforehand what Anfwer you may the moft
properly make to them remembring always that
your Modefty and Referve have no Appearance of
Flaughtinefs or Difdain, but be conftantly feafoned

. with
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with Sweetnefs and Civility ; not affected, but main-
tained by the Opinion which the World cqually has
of your Virtue and Severity.

Of FRIENDSH TP with Mon,

Z\‘ngi’*? %O UR Efteem and Friendfhip thould be al-

ways beftowed on true Merit, that’s to fay,
on thofe whom you both know to be pof-
fefled of it, and to have the Reputation of being fo 3
but then, if they fhould happen to be Perfons of our
Sex, and fuch as would probably take Advantage of
your good Opinion of them, be careful of maintain-
ing that ftrit Watch over your Eyes, Words, and
Heart, that they may not in the leaft perceive you
have any particular Regard for them, otherwife you
have taken a dangerous Step, which may give them
hopes of your going ftill farther. Such a Difcovery
would give room for Applications and Impostunities,
which might put your Virtue to a fiery Trial, and
endanger your Reputation at the fame time; whilft
the reft of your Sex, who fee and envy your fuperior
Wifdom and Accomplithments, would give you lefs
Quarter than they would to one who did not eclipfe
them fo much. A Friendfhip of this kind is com-
monly ftiled Efteem ; but have a care, young Lady,
left it go farther than you intend it fhould.: The
Merit of a Man of Wit and Senfe has a prevalent In-
Auence on 2 Woman’s Inclinations, and that Efteem
which the fuffered herfelf to indulge at firft, is gene-
vally the Road that leads to her Heart.

To
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To him with whom you risk a Part,
At firfty of your Eftéem,

Once got that Credit in your Heart,
Love next bis Due will feem.

Of ‘Lo kg

OV E is a whimfical Paffion, Madam, which
deprives thofe of Wit who had it before,
D! and infpires thofe with it who had never any
>6ill then. *Tis an agreeable Declivity which has its
Precipices and Falls; an Enchantment which flatters
the Fancy, and gives a vifionary Pleafure, but at the
fame time there is infinite Danger in being led by ir.
You, Madam, are young, rich and fair, and confe-
quently have 2 thoufand Occafions of loving and of
being loved ; but thefe very Advantages are what lay
you under an indifpenfabble Obligation to be more cir-
cumfpect and referved than others lefs happy in thofe
Refpects; confider that there is nothing more impor-
tant in every State of Life, than to conduct yourfelf
prudently with regard to our Sex; moft of them take
as much, nay indeed mote Pleafure in being thought
to gain Victories over the Fair, than in reality to do
it : This is a piece of Vanity built on the Notion, that
the World muft imagine them to poflefs fome irre-
fiftable Accomplifhments who could vanquifh the moft
rigid Virtue, adorn’d with Beauty and Merit at the
fame time. It is ther¢fore highly neceffary for you
Madam, to avoid ever dropping an Expreffion that
may flatter their Vanity, or give them a Glimpfe of
HoFc that they might fucceed in their Purfuit; for

k as
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as they have a greater Regard for their own Reputa-
tion than for yours, they will be always ready to take
more than you ought to allow them. A ‘Woman,
who is willing to go as great Lengths in their Favour
as fhe may do without Imputation, will be mighty
apt to take a little Step farther, without being much
ftartled at it. You may have fhewn a Civility per-
haps, or even fome flight piece of Complaifance,
without thinking any thing more of the matter ; but
one of thofe prefumptuous Sparks, who conftrues every
thing agreeable to the Opinion he has of his own
fiveet Perfon, is a very dangerous Interpreter: He
won’t fail to perfuade himfelf that you think as he
does, and will conclude, in fpite of all your Precau-
tions, that you intend to make him happy in time,

SRR
Of MATRIMONY,

T has been juftly obferved, that young
People of your Sex, who are fuffered to be
% Miftreffes of their own Inclinations, very
feldom fucceed in the nice and important Bufinefs of
Matrimony. ‘They are apt to furrender at the firft
Attack, without refle@ting of what Moment it is to
deliberate upon their Choice ; they look upon Matri-
mony as the Period to the filial Subjection they are
uneafy under, and as a State of more Freedom and
Independency than that which it delivers them from,
and therefore rufh into it with Tranfport the very firft
Opportunity. I have feen many, but alas too late !
moft cordially repenting that ‘they had not left the
whole Difpofal of themfclves, in this refpect, to their
Relations
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Relations or Friends, who would probably have made
a more judicious, as well as fortunate Choice.

Take warning, Madam, from fuch Examples, and
form your Conduét upon oppofite Principles ; perfe-
vere heroically in the fame Delicacy of Sentiments,
which I have hitherto remarked in you, foas to trem-
ble at the leaft Freedoms or Particularities with thofe
of our Sex ; but fhould a thing of that nature at any
time overtake you, reproach yourfelf for fuch a Slip,
and reflet that it bids fair for depriving you, not on-
ly of your Quiet, but of your Reputation, likewife.
In your prefent dangerous Situation, with Youth,
Riches, and Beauty around you, it is of the utmoft
Importance for you to hide this rebellious Paffion un-
der the Mask of Good-nature and pure Civility ; and
above all to take care that your Eyes don’t betray
you, and treafonably publifh the Sentiments of your
Heart. As long as a Man does not think you have
any particular Affection for him, he will attempt no-
thing but what you may eafily repel ; but fhould he
difcover your Foible, and be convinced of it from
fome fingular Regard he has obferved you to fhew
him, you ought the more to fear left the Knave fhould
malke a.Conqueft of your Heart 5 for at the fame time
he’ll become more intrepid, bold, enterprifing and
dangerous. In this Cafe, you ought to have recourfe
to Abfence for Relief, or at leaft to avoid ever being
in a Place where he can poffibly have the liberty of
coming to an Explanation with you. But how, you’ll
fay, to find a Remedy where there is not one? Why,
truly I have only this to offer, you muft call in your
Underftanding to defend your Heart, and determine,
that as you had always hitherto been happily Miﬂrc{;

oy o
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of it, fo you would ftill continue to be 5 and never be
put to the Blufh for the contrary by any one. You'll
very probably be furprifed at my talking to you in
this manner ; but believe me, Madam, you ought not
to build fo much upon your own Force in this Cafe,
as not to call in the Succours of Counfel and Precau-
tion. Young Ladies of your Character are often the
moft vigoroufly affaulted, becaufe the moft difficult
Conquefts are what Men of the greateft Wit and
Delicacy delight in.

Many, efpecially thofe of your own Sex, Madam,
will be frequently talking to you of Matrimony, and
endeavouring to difcover your Sentiments upon fome
Match or other that they want to propofe to you ; but
beware faying any thing that may difcover either your
Inclination or Averfion, with regard to any one in
queftion. Though Diffimulation is not a very laudable
Quality in general, yet in this Cafe you may be per-
mitted a little ; but be fure to conceal it prudently,
under the Appearance of Modefty and Submiffion 3
and intimate, by the little Perplexity you feem under
inmaking an Anfwer, That you are not the Perjon to
be confulted upon fuch a Head, but your Father and Mo-
ther, whofe Wil you fball always make your own. Not,
Madam, but I'll readily acknowledge, that as you
are principally interefted in an Affair of that Impor-
tance, you ought to have your Share in determining
upon it 3 Heaven having caft into your Lot an ample
meafure both of Wit and Judgment, you’ll here have
an ample Occafion for them both, As to Fortune
and Birth, you may rely upon your Relations and
Friends to rake care of thefe Particulars ; but as to
Perfon, the Choice is entirely placed in yourfelf. If
he
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he be a very young Man, mark well what he is at
prefent, and what he gives hope of being hereafter ;
but in this Cafe, guard your Inclinations againft cer-
tain little Engagements that bewitch the Underftand-
ing, and banifh the Thoughts of what is to come : If
he be a Man arrived at Ripenefs of Years, and is all
at prefent that it can be expected he ever fhould be,
inform yourfelf what his Manner of Life has been,
whether he is one of Probity, Religion, good Con-
dué, and Reputation ; whether he be fubjeét to any
difagreeable Infirmity; or violent Paffion: Ina word,
whether his Morals, Manners and Temper are agree-
able to your own. Confult yourfelf well upon this Sub-
jeét 5 the Choice in queftion is for your Life, you
cannot therefore take too much Precaution in it.

Of Du Ty 0 PARENTS.

%% LruoucH you live in the Nature of a
Friend only with your Father and Mother,
who fhew the utmoft Tendernefs and Af-
feCtion towards you; yet always preferve the higheft
Veneration and Duty towards them: Honour them
with a Love and Refpe@, flowing purely from the
Fountain of Gratitude : This they have a juft Claim
to on account of the Benefits they have conferred
upon you. Nothing is required of you by them,
but what is agreeable to your own Inclinations, be-
caufe they are perfuaded you can do nothing amifs.
‘They every Day hear fo much in your favour from
their- Friends, fuch Encomiums upon your good
Senfe, Ingenuity, and Conduct, - that there is no-

4 thing
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thing farther wanting to confirm them in their good
Opinion of you ; it therefore only remains with you
not to make an ill Ufe of it, but to be always fub-
miffive, good, and complaifant to them, and offi-
cious to do them any Service or Pleafure that lies
within your Reach. At the fame time be fingularly
careful never to let flip 2 Word which may injure
the reft of your Sifters in their Affection, in order to
jufttfy their Prepoffeflion in your favour. Such a
Procedure as this is a pitiful and malicious Effe& of
Self-love, which is the lefs equitable, as it covets all
for itfelf, and would concede nothing to others. If
their Temper or Humour fhould not, at all times,
ftrike in with yours, acquiefce without the leaft Op-
pofition or Murmuring, and have a religious Care of
ever complaining of it to others.

Of PR1DE and CoNDEsCENSION,

gﬁOU are a Perfon of Diftinétion by Birth,
[Y:l which is an Advantage you contributed no~
thing towards yourfelf, and therefore never
defpife others for not being fo fortunate in this refpect
asyou are. Converfe with thofe who are beneath
you as if you was their Equal, and with your
Equals as if you were beneath them, which will not
only oblige them to give you your own Place, but
cach will willingly yield up theirs. I know not a
greater Mark of a mean Spirit, than thofe haughty
Adrs which too many of your Sex affume, with re-
gard to that ridiculous Fi oppery of taking Place, as
they call it, and of being particularly diftinguifhed

wherever
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- wherever they come. The general Rule is, that if we

would have others fhew a Refpect to us, we fhould
begin with fhewing it to them firft, and never exact
more than they choofe to grant us of their own accord.
Obferve then, without Envy, thofe above you; and
without Contempt thofe beneath you: But if our
Birth or Digpity fets us fuperior to the Perfons with
whom we live, we ought to make ufe of that Superio-
rity as a Means to procure us their Love and Refpect,
without being either a Reftraint or a Burden to them.

Of true and falfe NoB1LITY.

GH Birth is not always a legitimate Title
0 exalt us above others. True Nobility is
not hereditary, but is purchafed by eminent
and perfonal Virtues; fo that the Father does not
tranfmit it to the Son, without at the fame time en-
tering into a tacit Contraét with him to aét in the
fame manner as he had done before him to merit
and acquire it.  The Man comes into the ‘World na-
ked, weak and ignorant; Time and Nurture give
Strength to his Body, Science and Society form his
Mind, whilft Experience’ and Reflexion teach him
‘Wifdom; at length he becomes fenfible to Honour
and Fame, and ftudies the Methods of attaining to
them: He is taken notice of by the Prince or the
Republick, who confer high Dignities on him, ei-
ther to employ or reward his Virtue: If fuch a one
be Great by Birth, he becomes by this Conduét ftill
more Great; if his Birth be obfcure, he has the Ad-
D i vantage
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vantage of being indebted to rio body but himfelf for
the Nobility he has acquired by fuch noble Actions,
and is a thoufand times more praife-worthy than thofe
who are Right Honourables only by means of their
Pelf, -or the Atchievements of their Great Grand-
fathers; and who are forced to patch up their Figure
with the Relicks of the Dead, and rifle ‘Tomb-ftones
and Monuments for Reputation.

*Tis Virtue, therefore, only which can beftow No-
bility; Glory and Reputation exalt it, and give it a
Value in the Opinion of Mankind, who revere thofe
who are clothed with fuch a Mark of Diftinction :
But there are many, too many, alas! of our modern
Nobles, who abufe, with Impunity, the Honours
which are paid them, and the Good-nature of the
Prince who permits the Abufe. Of this Number I
reckon yon magnificent Lord, who boafts fuch a fu-
perb Equipage, and multitude of Attendants, who
happily finds himfelf in a Poft of Command and great
Employments left him by his Anceftors, without em-
ploying him{lf about any thing but his own Gran-
deur, or regarding any thing but what is fubfervient
to his Pleafures, or flatters his Vanity. A true No-
bleman is of a very different Stamp; fuch 2 one does
not content himfelf with the Dignity he found in his
Family, butis ambitious perfonally to merit the Ho-
nour which by Birth he inherits. He looks on him-
felf as obliged to furpafs in Virtue thofe whom he fur-
pafles in Station; to be true to his Gop and his
Prince, upright and fincere in all his Conduét, va-
liant upon every honourable Occafion, exatt in all the
Duties of civil Life ; .and, in'a word, to behave in
fiich a manner as to be diftinguifhed and refpected by

all
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ali who know him. I muft here add, that a Mati
may be truly 7oble without ever being enobled, like
one who is Mafter of a Profeffion, but does not en-
Jjoy the Privileges belonging to it.

Happy than He on whom Fortune beftowed Pre=
deceffors that were Great, and dignified in the World ;
He, by his very Birth, got half the way; but
{lill more happy He, who is bleffled with Talents and
Difpofitions that ftimulate him to afpire after the
Qualities of a Hero, and has no occafion but for
hirfelf alone to become one. I have made a kind
of Excurfion here in refpect to Nobility, becaufe I
have. frequently found you took Pleafure, Madam, in
talking of it, and in informing yourfelf of the true
Endowments People ought.to poffefs in order to merit
that Honour,

very common in your Sex, is a Poifon that
% taints the brighteft Virtues: *Tis a Vice fo
much the more dangerous, as it generally cleaves to
what is moft excellent, abafing and corrupting it.
Fly all Prefumption with regard to your own Merit,
and never fuffer it to enter into your Imagination; thae
you are more accomplifhed, more prudent; more
witty, or more refined than other People, which is an
Error that would introduce a Diforderinto your whole
Conduét.  Self-love, which is both the Parent and
Nurfe of Vanity, does not only prevail upon us to be
D2 s 00
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too fond of ourfelves, but inclines us likewife to de-
1pife others.

Not that I would have you appear difconcerted at
being complimented tipon any good Qualities which
you are really Miftrefs of, fo you did not throw out
a Bait for it yourfelf. On the other hand, never turn
a deaf Ear to Reproof, but invite your Friends to
Freedom of animadverting upon any thing they fhall
think amifs in your Conduct.

The generality of Men delight themfelves in taint-
ing the Minds of young Females, by Encomiums
founded on nothing but mere Complaifance, which
tend only to gain their Efteem and Confidence, - and
fometimes even their Heart too: This is a delicate
Point; for young Girls, who love being applauded,
are but too ready to exprefs a Gratitude towards thofe
who have been their Benefactors in that refpe. In
this Cafe, let a young Creature have never fuch ftrong,
Principles of Virtue, fhe furnithes the Enemy with
Arms to combat her with Succefs; and I fhall think
her happy if fhe efeape a Man of Art and Addrefs,
who knows how to turn this Foible to his own Ad-
Vi\ntﬂ{%ﬂ‘,

To preventa Surprife of this nature, be more anxious
to deferve Praife than to receive it nothing can fo
fenfibly affect a gencrous Soul, as the tacit Reproach
the cafts on herfelf when extolled for Excellencies
which fhe knows in her Confcience fhe does not pof:
fefs. A Fine Woman is {o often told the is happy in
every Accomplithment, that at laft fhe perfuades her-
felf theis fo; if fhe can avoid therefore this Weak-

" nefs, and refift the Pleafiire of “heating herfelf praifed,
fhe may be pronounced a Heroine indeed. Accuftom
not
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not yourfelf therefore, Madam, willingly to receive,
but rather to defpife thofe foothing Adulations and
fine Speeches which are frequently made you only to
{ee how far you relith them, and to find if you can
be melted into Compliances by them. The Tran-
quillity of your Countenance, upon fuch Occa-
fions, thould fhew how mean a Value you fet on
them, and, by a little feafonable Rallery at the
fame time, you may eafily difconcert thefe mighty
Orators, and make them afraid to return to the At-
tack.

SRS
Of Humivrity and PrR1DE.

SRS How cn it be impofiible, i Lady, to
%’1 prevent your being fenfible of the Beauty and

Merit you are Miftrefs of ; however, you
may pleafe to remember, at the fame time, that there
are others who enjoy more of both thofe Perfections,
and who are ftill more humble and modeft than your-
felf. T have known, in my Time, feveral fine young
Creatures, who feemed to be born for the Admiration
of our Sex, and the Honour of their own, verfed in
every Branch of polite Literature, and capable of
talking both fenfibly and gracefully upon every To-
pick that offer’d, yet not being blefled with a fuffi-
cient Degree of Modefty to fupport the Praifes and
Applaufes paid them by the Men, give themfelves
up to Vanity and Self-fufficiency, which tarnithed all
that Splendor that promifed at firft to render them
immortal.

D3 e Young
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Young Ladies who have Beauty, have likewife
too often a great deal of Pride; the Misfortune
therefore which generally befalls them is, that they
get into their Heads chimerical Notions of Gran-
deur quite difproportioned to their Condition, feed-
ing themfelves with vain Hopes and imaginary De-
pendencies; and what renders their Difeafe incurable
is, that they every where meet with Flatterers who
profefs themfelves quite of their Opinion, and buoy
them up in their pernicious Error. It they are
Citizens, they would fain be Counteffes; if they are
Ladies of Fafhion, they muit be Ducheffes; and,
having no Friends to undeceive them, they are always
miferable, becaufe they can’t content themfelves
with any thing below what their Ambition afpires
after.

I have frequently obferved that thofe who are
placed in Courts, and about the Perfons of Princefles,
are apt to affume an Air of Affetation and Contempt,
which makes them look on every thing as unpolithed
and difagreeable, which has not the Air of that Gran-
deur they have been accuftomed to: They think it
would be a leffening of themfelves to take up with
a Husband of the fame Quality only with them-
felves, becaufe they have often, perhaps, feen Princes
at their Feet. You are not in this Situation, Madam ;
but let me tell thofe who are, that thefe are Foibles
which they may eafily correét with a little good Senfe,
and that they fhould never lofe fight of the Medio-
crity of their own Condition, for fear the Pleafures
and Magnificence of another, which they only tafte
au paffant, fhould make them entirely forget it; re-
fleting, that in cafe of 2 Reverfe of Fortune, they

would




The LADY’s PRECEPTOR.

would become Objects of publick Contempt and
Rallery.

RV SREIR IV G OB
O AP FECT ATIION,

FrecraTrion is an Error to which many
young Perfons of your Sex, Madam, are
fubjeét, efpecially thofe who refide in the
Country: As they have but few living Examples for
their Imitation, they endeavour to get what they can
from Books, or, what is worfe, form themfelves uj:on
very bad Models ; hence their ftarch’d over-ftrain’d
Countenances, their favourite Phrafes, and their re-
peating ten times over, in a Quarter of anHour, fome
‘Word or Expreffion that they have got a Notion is
polite. Affectation mingles itfelf with all our A&ions,
and it requires Perfection to be entirely exempt from
it. As we bring along with us into the World an in-
finite number of Weaknefles and Defects, we thould
endeavour to conquer them by means of a good Edu-
cation, and the Effort which Reafon makes to throw
them off. It is thus that a good Difpofition, or
Temper of Mind, is acquired, which is the Foun-
dation of all the moral Virtues and Devoirs of Civil
Life: The Affetation of a thing is a bad Imitation
of it; and as the Temperament, or Conftitution of
the Mind, contributes greatly towards forming the
Characers of People, every one ought to adhere to
that, and whoever fiverves from it fhews only that (he
is lefs ridiculous for the bad Qualities fhe has, than
for the good encs fhe affects to have,
Do Although
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Although you may be a pefe@ Miftrefs of any
Art or Accomplifhment, never pique yourfelf upon
it; or if you are defired at any time to fing, play on
the Spinnet, or dance, don’t let the Company fit long
in Expectation, which is a very illbred, tho’ a very
common Pradtice. If you think you can fucceed, in
what is defired of you, chearfully give into it, other-
wife excufe yourfelf at once’; but if they continue to
prefs you, comply with their Requeits in the beft
manner you can, and then no one can blame you, be
it well or ill. Another little Memorandum which 1
would give you under this Head, is that when you
are prefent at any time where Mufick is performing,
never to appear to beat Time with your Feet, Hands
or Head, which is a mafculine and indelicate Be-
haviour.

e

5 S a Lady of your Fafhion, Madam, can’t
% avoid going fometimes to Court, there is a
good deal of Care required to turn it to
your Advantage. Many things, with regard to
Good-Breeding and Behaviour, may certainly be
learnt there; but there are fikewife a great many
Follies, which it would be culpable to copy. Moft
People of Quality, of both Sexes, are above being
under any Conftraint, or keeping up nicely to the
Rules of true Politenefs in their Behaviour. Content
yourfelf therefore with appearing' in the Drawing-
Room upon Publick Days, and never entertain the
low
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low Ambition of being a Servant in it, let it be in
the beft Shape it will. However folid and con-
firmed your Virtue may be, I would not anfwer for it
were you to breathe the contagious Air of a Court.
To be a Maid of Honour is the readieft Way to be a
difbonourable Woman.

BRI

Of INSINCERITY.

2l S [© rally leads me to caution you againft Diffi-
#59e5%5 mulation. Preferve, with the utmoft Vigi-
lance, that Sincerity and Plainnefs of Heart with
which Heav’n has blefled you, and never deviate
from the ftri@ Truth, or endeavour to appear what
you are not. Integrity and Plain-dealing are Quali-
ties which, tho’ too few poffefs, yet all pique them-
felves upon 5 and Men, who will acknowledge the
various other Errors they are guilty of, will never al-
low that they are infincere ; the Reafon of which is,
that Sincerity is a Virtue which entirely depends
upon the Will, and which therefore every one is
capable of. Although one fo young as you, Madam,
cannot have had many Opportunities of exerting this
Virtue hitherto ; yet the Averfion you manifeft for
the oppofite Qualities fufficiently difcovers the Ten-
dency of your Heart. But as the beft Inclinations
may be warped by bad Example, and by affociating

. with contagious Company, be extremely cautious with

" whom you converfe much, or with whom you cul-
tivate Friendfhips; and if, after you have engaged
in

41
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in any Ties of that nature, you fhould find that you
had been too precipitate in it, and were got in with
Hypocrites and Diffemblers, throw off all Inter-
courfe with them at once, without Ceremony or
Hefitation ; any Refentment they may fhew for your
quitting them in that manner, can’t poffibly be fo
detrimental to you as placing any longer Confidence
in them would be. This piece of Advice is what I
would beg leave, Madam, to prefs home upon you,
as it is that on which the good or ill Succefs of Life
frequently depends.

L R iR 2 8 o G S I

Of FRIENDsSHIP

ME¥EVER pique yourfelf upon having a
,[N. great number of Friends, which is the
gﬁﬁ% Folly of abundance of People, who be-
ing willing to embrace all, hold none; they
are generally very flight Friends, who are very
ready to profefs themfelves fuch: As nothing is
more valuable than a fincere and folid Friendfhip,
it requires a great deal of Time and Care to ob-
tain it. Contract, therefore, Madam, but few
Friendfhips, and thofe with People of Merit, and
after due Deliberation. The Virtue and good Con-
duct of thofe we enter into Alliance with is of
the utmoft Confquence ; for if their Reputation
be any way blemifhed, let us talk as much as we
pleafe that their Faults are perfonal, they will in
fome meafure reflect upon us, be we never {o in-

nocent.
Avoid
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Avoid as much as poffible being alone with Men,
efpecially with only one. As your are very much ob-
ferved, young Lady, wherever you go, it is of the
utmoft Importance to you to be always found in
good and proper Company. When you are not

_ with that excellent Lady, your Mother, be only
with fuch as are agreeable to her Choice, which will
fecure you from being expofed to either Danger or
Cenfure.

It is poffible, indeed, that you may fometimes be
obliged, contrary to your Inclinations, to be in com-
pany with thofe whofe Reputation in-Life is not of
the moft unblemithed Caft; in that Cafe be fingu-
larly cautious of your Behaviour before them. As
your Conduct is a ftanding Reproach to feirs, they’ll
not fail to watch narrowly for fométhing to take ad-
vantage of in it, and will be induftrious to puSlifly
and magnify every little Slip they can pofiibly lay
hold of, in order to reduce you to a level with them-
felves. All you have to do, Madam, in this Cafe,
is to fee fuch People as feldom as you can, to talk
with them as little as poffible, to engage with
them in nothing at all, and at the fame time
not to provoke them by any means, if you can
help it.

1f you are under a neceffity of living and conver-
fing with People in the World who are guilty of
Errors and Indifcretions in Life, endeavour, if they
are cither your Equals or Inferiors, to reform them
with Gentlenefs and Candour ; but if they are of a
fuperior Rank to yourfelf, your Bufinefs is to be
filent, and not publith their Imperfections under
pretence of being forry for them, which will have

> no
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no effet upon them, and only difcover Want of
Charity and Prudence in yourfelf,

IR T

Of doing Goop Orricrs.

TEAL,

{

BEZR

TSOSE always ready and folicitous to do a Service
%ﬂﬁ/ {35 to any one, when ' an Opportunity offers ;
bcAd and,” in order to do it with the better
Grace, do not indulge that little, pitiful, private Envy,
which is too often raifed in People, by cither the
good Fortune or good Qualities of their Equals.
Nothing can manifeft a greater Selfifhnefs, or Mean-
nefs of Spirit, than to endeavour to injure or leffen
the Merit of another. Envy is the common Source
of Hatred, Calumny, Contention and Animofity
between Families, and indeed of the principal Rubs
and Diforders in Life: In order, therefore, to guard
effectually againft this poifonous Paffion, reflect on
the various Mifchiefs it produces, and have always
before you that excellent Maxim of Morality, which
is as natural as it is juft, that is, 7% do as you would
be dowe by. Endeavour to preferve yourfelf always
in an cafy, gay, agrecable Temper, as far as is con-
fiftent with Reafon and Decorum 5 and be fure never
to aim at Singularity in any thing, except in Mo-
defty, Good-fenfe, and Good-nature,

£313

of




The LLADpY's PRECEPTOR,

Of ANGER and RESENTMENT.

Ever fpeak to any.one in an eager, con~
emptuous or fretful manner; but when
=% a Provocation is given you, reflect that
being in a Paffion will only difcover your own
‘Weaknefs 5 call Reafon therefore inftantly to your
Aid, and let it extinguith the firft Emotions and
Heats of Revenge: But fhould the Affront be of
fuch a nature that ’tis neceffary for you to thew a Re-
fentment of it, don’t do it with Violence and Ani-
mofity, nor fuffer it to hurry you beyond yourfelf :
Confider, that if you can preferve a Moderation
upon fuch Occafions as thefe, you’ll fpare yourfelf a
great deal of Chagrin and Uneafinefs in the Courfe
of Lifes and youwll acquire the more Efteem
by it, in proportion as this Virtue is very rare to
be met with, even in thofe too who fet up for
the higheft Perfection. Man, by the Excellency of
his intelleGtual Faculties, approaches to what is moft
fublime in the Nature of Angels; but one half Quar-
ter of an Hour of Anger tumbles him down from
that Height, and places him below a Brute, where
he ofien repents, when it it too late, that he gave
himfelf up a Prey to fuch a hideous, and difreputable
Paffion : I don’t mean, however, that you ought to

. be infenfible to all Injuries or Provocations, nor even
perfuade you againft difcovering a quick Senfe of
them, efpecially if they tend to caft a Blemith on your
Honour or Reputation ; but ftill you may fpeak your
% Mind

45




The LAapY's PRECEPTOR.
Mind without Heat and Extravagance, or rendering
Injury for Injury; ’tis by Reafon and Mildne§s, not
Clamour, that you’ll get the better of your Adver-
fary in the Opinion of all fenfible and well-bred
People.

‘Whatever Juftice paffionate Pcoplc may have on
their fide, we are loth to allow it them ;- the wild
Difcompofure it occafions naturally turns us againft
them. Under the Power of this Demon Anger, the
higheft Beauty becomes Deformity ; the Face pale,
the Lips livid, the Eyes flaming out in Revenge, the
Voice loud and boifterous, the Joints trembling with
the tumultuous Motion of the Spirits, whilft Reafon
is dethroned, and lawlefs Fury ufurps her Empire ;
and when the Courfe of Nature is thus fet on fire,
the Tongue, that unruly Member, will be fure to
put in for its Share of Extravagancy, and fpeak
proud and foolith things: And thus, with a blind and
undiftinguifhing Courage, our Paffion falls foul upon
every thing that comes in its way, confounding all
Diftinctions of Times, Perfons and Circumftances,
forgetting all Obligations, and neither fearing God
wor vegarding Man. In fhort, this Paffion, when it
is not under the Check of Reafon, is a moft accom-
plifh’d Madnefs, and does more expofe and leffen us
in the Judgment of wife Men, than the Malice of
the greateft Enemy could poffibly do.

T have placed this Portrait before you, Madam, in
order to give you an Abhorrence of what it repre-
fents. The natural Sweetnefs and Delicacy of your
Temper feems indeed to make fuch a Diffualive un-
neceflary 5 but the various Viciffitudes and Occur-
rences of Life are too frequently found to have an

unhappy
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unhappy Influence here, which may be prevented by
fortifying your Refolution with a juft Idea of the De-
formity of this Paffion.

Of GENTLENESS and MODESTY.
%ROM combating Anger I naturally pafs to

J5% the Support of its oppofite Virtues, Gentle-
sl nefs and Modefty. Thefe are Qualitics fo
effential to your Sex, that without them all others,
however fingular and brilliant, have nothing amiable
in them. A young Lady remarkable for them, as
you are, Madam — why, her Eyes, her Words, her
Carriage, her Ations, and every Movement of her
Mind, are free from Affetation or Indecency. By
Modefty, I mean a Difpofition oppofite to that con-
fident, rafh,’ inconfiderate Temper, which is fo ex-
tremely difagrecable and unbecoming in the Fair
Sex ; a certain foft, refined and compofed Behaviour,
which crowns the Bufinefs of an accomplith’d Con-
dud, and adds a Grace to every other Grace. This
Quality is fo very neceflary, that all who would make
themfelves pleafing and acceptable, are obliged to
call in cither the Virtue itfelf, or the Refemblance of
it, to their Affiftance. One who is guilty of all thofe
Tranfgreflions, which we’ll rather imagine than
mention, if fhe will but put on the Mask of Mo-
defty, will pleafe at leaft in this refpect, and
under that Veil conceal the Irregularities of her
Heart, efpecially from thofe who have not had . fla-
grant Proofs of them. I have heard it debated, in
the beft Company,: whethar it were not better fora

> ‘Woman
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‘Woman to have fome Faults, with a great deal of
Modefty, than to be fice from every one, except the
‘Want of Modefty, and found Judgment always
given in favour of the former.

Of Keeping and Imparting SECRETSs.

Hz rE is nothing in the Commerce of the
g World more commendable, than the reli-
S gioufly keeping of whatever Secret may be
committed to us ; for this is a facred and inviolable
Depofite. Should a Friend, therefore, from the
Efteem fhe has of you, intruft you with one at any
time, don’t imagine, Madam, that under any Pre-
text you may impart it to another Friend, who may
not perhaps keep it better than yourfelf. This would
not only be Treachery to the former, but a Difco-
very of your Weaknefs at the fame time to the latter,
who will take care, if the have any Prudence, of
ever placing a Confidence in. you. The Science of
Secrecy ought to be fo-much more efteemed by you,
Madam, as it is rare in your Sex, and as what youw’ll
meet with a thoufand Occafions for the Pratice of in
Life. Confider that a Secret revealed, often pro-
duces infinite Mifchiefs; but if you once have ac-
quired the Reputation of being difcreet and referved
in this refpeét, every one will regard you as an in-
valuable Treafure, and you may eafily make yourfelf
Miftrefs of all the Intentions of their Hearts. How-
ever, I'would advife you, by all means, never to
pique yourfelf upon being let into the Secrets of the
Great, which is a Folly in too many of thofe who
have
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have Accefs to them ; nor to be even very forward
in teceiving Trufts of that nature from them, which
often prove troublefome Burdens to us. In a word,
Madam, there is no greater Mark, both of Polite-
nefs and Good-fenfe, than the Talent of preferving
both our own Secrets and thofe of our Friends. If
you have, therefore, any thing yourfelf, which you
would keep concealed from the World, impart it
not to any one, whofe Fidelity you may not be very
well convinced of 5 and it is a difficult matter to be
fure of that, as the World runs now, when fcarce
any thing but Difguife and Self-intereft prevail. Not
that I would have you fo very delicate and referved,
as to confide in no body 5 this would render your
Life uncomfortable, as well as betray too fufpicious
and fingular a Temper, but I only advife you to a&t
with Caution in the Cafe.

You young Ladies are too fubject to place rath
and indiferiminate Confidence in others, cither by the
Complaints you make of fome third Perfon, whom
you imagine has offended you, or by the fecret Plea-
fure you take in publithing the Follies of another, or
in degrading and leffening any one whofe good Qua«
lities feem to rival your own; which is a Praétice as
unjuft as it is mean and difhonourable. It is likewife
but too certain, that moft of the Indifcretions Wo-
men are guilty of with our Sex arife from their in-
trufting them with their Secrets or Complaints, of
which we know how to make our Advantage, and by
means whereof they are often drawn into Difficulties
which they at firft little apprehended.

B of
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Of Receiving and Paying VisiTs.
@E Suavry fay nothing to you, Fair Lady,

'/[1 i of the external Forms to be obferved in ei-
VBA ther Receiving or Paying of Vifits ; how
you fhould enter a Room or publick Place ; how ad-
drefs or take leave of the Company 3 nor fhall I
give Directions with regard to the mechanical Part
of your Education, as Singing, Dancing, ' Playing
on Mufical Inftruments, and a thoufand other Parti-
culars, which would be ufelefs as well as endlefs ;
thefe are Leffons which I leave to the Mafters in
thofe feveral Profeffions, under whofe Tuition you
may be ; but as to the Bufinefs of Vifits, wherever
you make them, never pique yourfelf in being the
firft to begin the Converfation, cither by asking im-
pertinent Queftions, or faying things that don’t pro-
perly and naturally offer ; difdaining at the fame time
to be one of thofe who, for want of fomething to
fay, fall a carefling the firft Lap-dog or Squirrel that
comes to their Relief. If the Occafion of the Vifit
daes not afford you a Subje& for Converfation, take
care not to be fo unprovided with one, as to be ob-
liged to the Weather or the Hour of the Day for
it. It would not be at all amifs to confider, before-
hand, what Topicks are fuitable to the Company you
are going to fee, and to make yourfelf in fome mea-
fure Miftrefs of them, left they themfelves fhould
not furnifh you with fuch ; only take care at the fame
time, that there be no Appearance of Affectation
and Vanity, nor of fervile Flattery and Complai-
fance ;
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fance; but let all you fay bé eafy, natural and mo-
deft, as well as agreeable to ftriét Juftice and Truth.
There are many People of Good-fenfe, who talk
very little upon thefe Occafions, for fear of drop-
ping any thing that might be made a bad ufe of,
perceiving a great deal of Indiferetion and Perfidy
in moft Companies they converfe with ; whiltt others,
on the contrary, chatter without Intermiffion, and
by too much endeavouring to thew their Wit, prove
they have none at all to thew.

‘When another Perfon is fpeaking never interrupt
the Difcourfe by ill-timed Queftions, or by a Defire
of faying what juft then prefents upon the Subject,
but wait for an Interval to offer what you fhall
think good. If you tell a Story at any time, avoid

_making long Digreffions, or relating every round-
about Circumftance, which fome People are {o ridi-
culoufly minute and tedious in, that they themfelves
often forget where they begun, or where they left
off ; but plinge at once into the middle of your
Narrative, and take no notice of any thing but what
is abfolutely: neceffary to the Tale ; by which means
yowll the better keep up the Attention of your
Hearers, and likewife give others room to tell theirs
in their turn.

If I may be permitted, under this Head of Vifit-
ing, to introduce fo high a Particular, T would advife
you, whenever you go to Court, to obferve our excel-
Jent Princefs with the utmoft Attention, in whom you
will find every thing to imitate that is Great and Ami-
able ; where Majefty fits enthroned with all the Loves
and Graces in her Retinue, and in whofe very Coun-
tenance dwell Purity and Benevolence of Soul.

Bl ' of
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OfEcoTism.

* all the Foibles young People are fubjeét to
in Converfation, there is no one more un-
fortunate to themfelves, or impertinent to-
wards others, than continual Egotifms, or the ridicu-
lous Practice of Self-Panegyrick. How many do we
daily meet with in Company, who plague you to
Death with their own Management or Exploits, and
make [ the kttle Hero of each Tale 5 arrefting you, if
you endeavour to be gone, to inform you of Things
which are foreign to every one but themfelves, and
detaining you to liften to them out of Complaifance,
whilft at the fame time you with to fly them as you
would the Peftilence. The Art of Pleafing, Ma-
dam, is to talk with others of their own Intercfts
and Concerns, and not of yours.

O Rhe o B | SET G R
Of the IMiTATION of Others.

3}: induftrious always to make accurate Re-
%@ marks on the Behaviour and Converfation of
#A38C People of an eftablithed Merit and Reputa-
tion, and endeavour to carry off every thing that you
fee in them proper for you to imitate. Never bluth
to acquire Inftruction ; but at the fame time be not
of that number who cry up every thing as marvel-
lous, and not to be equall’d.. This is the very Cha-
racter of Ignorance itfelf ; and methinks I fhould not

care
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. care to let the World know that Ignorance and I
were {o nearly related.

TG SRR B R,

Of CoMPLIMENTS and CEREMONY.

W EvEer make long Compliments, nor ftand
5| N {8 upon tedious Ceremonies, which are both
zé‘.ﬂgjﬁ troublefome and ridiculous. The higher Con-
dition People are of a Behaviour of this kind towards
them is the more impertinent, as it impofes upon them
the trouble of a Return; on the fame account we
thould not perfift in refufing any Mark of Favour or
Diftinétion fuch Perfons that would confer on us. When
you receive Vifits you muft never difpenfe with pro-
per Civility and Complaifance, however familiar you
may be with the Perfons ; for it is better to have
them fay you are more ceremonious than you need
be, than to have them accufe you of being deficient
in Refpect. There are many in the World who
are extremely delicate upon this Article of Cere-
mony, and look upon the leaft Omiffion of it in any
body as a Mark of their not having the Regard and
Efteem for them which they expected. When you
have fuch People to deal with the beft way is to
comply fomething with their Foible, to be all Com-
plaifance, and difpute nothing they fay. I own that
Vifits of that kind are very tirefome and difagreeable
to thofe who receive them ; but, alas, there is no being
in the World without bearing a httle with the Imper-
fections of its Tenants.

B%
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VB4, &
Of Asking QUEsTIONS,

NoruEeR Maxim, Madam, which I would
have you lay down to yourfelf, is never to

you fhould be inform’d of. For inftance, fup-
pofe you meet an Acquaintance in the Street, or
on the Road, *tis quite want of Good-breeding to
ask where they are going, or whence they came ;
which is a very common Compliment from thofe
who know no better. Such Queftions as thefe
are extremely indifcreet 5 for there may often be
Reafons when' they cannot be properly anfiwered,
and confequently they muft then create a Confufion
on both fides.

2% N Converfation at Table, or clfewhere, be
particularly cautious, when Servants are pre-
WG fent, not to let a Word flip but what is juft,
reafonable, and inoffenfive ; confidering always be-
fore you fpeak, and preventing the Vivacity of your
Imagination from betraying your Caution, I have
known many Mifchiefs arife from want of Circum-
fpection in this refpect ; for thofe Gentry feldom put
the beft Conftruction on what they hear, or leffen in
in the telling,

(ot
of

enquire after a thing which it is not neceflary |
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Of BenaAvIOUR towards rude young Fellows.

OU will fometimes, even in the beft of
7 Company, meet with prefumptuous, impu-
S dent young Fellows, who think themfelves
at liberty to fay or do any thing from the good Opi-
nion they have of their own Perfons. In this cafe,
your Bufinefs is to avoid, as much as pofﬁblc, either
converfing with them, of liftening to them 5 and
if they offer at faying any thing that is too free, and
contrary to the Decency and Refpect they ought to
fhew you, don’t reflect upon their Ill-treatment in
harfh Terms, but immediately difengage yourfelf
with Civility, and retire without Affectation or af-
fuming the Air of Prudery or Difdain. The Vexa-
tion at being repulfed will otherwife make them im-
pertinent 5 and as fuch Perfons don’t always want
Wit, though they want Good-manners, they would
have their Revenge on you by inventing Scandals,
which might caft 2 Blemith on the moft unfpotted
Reputatation , and you know, Madam, that true Vir-
tue ftands not in need of cither a ftern or gloomy
Vifage.

@f R iprcul E.

Ever endeavour to divert yourfelf with
or take any Advantage of the Simplicity and
2s Incapacity of others, efpecially of either
Fools or Children. Mend or inform them if you
E 4 can 3
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can; but if you can’t do that, pity them a¢ leaft
Neither indulge, Madam, that cn’ticiﬁng, ridiculing
Temper which fuffers nothing to efcape it; and
which is always prying ‘after fomething to raife a
Laugh at another’s Expence. 1f any one fhould be

OfPOY-ITIcKS.

58 HE State of Publick Affairs, and the Cha-
racters of publick Perfons, are Subjects very
“ improper for a young Lady’s Converfation,
Preferve a Complacence for your Friends in each
Party, without fiding wich either, Engaging in poli-
tical Controverfies is apt to produce an Eagernefs
and Sournefs both of Temper and Expreffion, which
are Oppofites to that delicate anq difpaffionate way
of Converfe fo requifite in your Sex. This Pra&ice
is likewife frequendy of very il confequence o
thofe who indulge in i, Scarce any Company you
can be in, but there is fome body or other who has ei-
ther Liking or Diftafte t0, or has received Favours or
Injurics from thofe who may be mention’q upon fuch
Oceafions, and who will afterwards remember in
earneft what you Pperhaps only mean a5 a Jeft.

L
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Of trufting to APPEARANCES and REPORTS.

Have often advifed you, Madam, not to

I {2 give too eafily into Appearances, and efpe-
%‘Z‘ E cially into the Marvellous of Things. You
muft not place too great Credit, in the Intercourfe of
Life, to any thing but what is within reach of your
own Eyes and Knowledge; you will be told an infi-
nite number of things, for which it is fufficient
for you to have an hiftorical Faith, and which you
ought to regard no farther than as they relate cither
to your own Intereft, that of your Friend, or that
of Juftice.

Particular Care ought to be taken in this Refpect,
with regard to the high and mighty Charaéters which
are given of thofe who are in eminent Digpity and
Splendor of Life. How many have found them-
felves deceived by having too readily, and upon the
Credit of others, raifed Temples to thofe who have
not even deferved a Grave, whilt they knew nothing
of them but what they had from the Panegyricks
fpread abroad upon them: They were dazzled with
the Glare of their Charaéters, and the wonderful
things related of them, but, when they came to €Xa-
mine ftri@ly into the matter, they perceived that
thefe Men, who were faid to be Gods before, were as
wicked and weak as any of their Fellow-Mortals.

8558
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Of Horg and BEL g p,

T is an Error very common with young Per-
fons of your Sex, Madam, to believe or hope
too eafily, efpecially in what relates to our
Sex. This fprings from their not having experienced
the Inﬁdeliry of Men, and how little  Confidence
ought to be placed in wl

hat they promife or fwear ;
therefore, young Lady——

Read this and learn, When we moft Zeal impas,
We're then moft thorough Atheifts at the Hears,

s I N

QfIDLENESS.

% F all things fly Indolence and Idlenefs, which
are two of the greateft of 4] Vices, becaufe

they are the Parents of moft.  Pride and
Luxury, with along Retinue,

Offspring.  And indeed the idl
poflibly know how to pafs
Indulgences of every kind t
folicitous Deckings of Vanity to take up others.
How many Hours are her pretty Morning Eyes lifted
up to nothing but a Glafs? Thae thin Shadow of
herfelf is the Idol to which the pays all her Devo-
tions! and when, with much Care and Time, fhe
has arrayed and marfhalled out herfelf, the fpends as
mplacency of viewing this ;
d Appetite, furveying every Part,
as

are their pernicious
e Perfon could not
her Hours, if fhe had not
o fweeten fome, and the

much more too in the Cof
with eager Eyes an
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as if only dreft a Profpect for herfelf. And why all
this ? Why then truly fhe is in a condition to loiter
away the reft of the Day in flaying of Hearts or Re-
putations ; either in imprudent Gallantries with thofe
of our Sex, or impertinent Vifits with thofe of her
own. Here, though idle in what concerns herfelf,
fhe becomes bufy enough in other People’s Affairs.
As fhe has no other Employment for her Time but
Talking, and has neither fo much Virtue as to de-
light in talking good things, nor fo much Wit as to
be able to fay innocently diverting ones, fhe muft of
neceffity talk of others, cenfure and defame. This is
indeed her only poignant Converfation. Gall is Sauce
to all her Entertainments. *Tis the Poifon of Afps
that is under her Lips, which gives Relifh to her Dif-
courfes. Thefe, Madam, are fome of the Brood of
Idlenefs 5 in order to avoid the Snare of which, re-
gularly parcel out your Time, and allot a proper Pro-
vince to every Part of it ; but as fmall a one as you
pleafe to Vifiting and Diverfions, which engrofs the
whole of moft of your Station and Sex.

Of appearing often in PusL1ck Praces.

i; ; 26 OUN G Ladies who have Beauty to boaft,
@% are defirous of being feen and admired, and
in order to that are induftrious in frequent-

ing publick Affemblies, Play-houfes, and the Park ;
but remember, Madam, that a Beauty concealed is
more efteemed and purfued than one who is every
Day expos’d to the Sight of the whole World. You
know the Jzalian Device, Madam, for a Rofe new-
ly blown 5 Quantd men fi monfira tanto é pin bella,
g The

5T
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The more [be’s fhewn the lefs fbe’s fair. But what
thocks me moft of all is to fee young Perfons of
your Sex and Condition appear, as ’tis at prefent the
Fathion for them to do, at publick Spectacles of
Terror and Barbarity, fuch as Executions, Prize-
fightings, &¢. which betrays the moft unaccountable
Depravity both of Tafte and Temper, and is a flagrant
Mark of a cruel Difpofition and petrified Heart.

OfHouswWIFRY.

7¢O U may think it, perhaps, a low Part of
Inftrution to advife you any thing with
regard to Family Tranfactions. No mat-
ter, Madam, ’tis a neceffary one. While you are
thus young then, and under your Mother’s Di-
rections, endeavour to make yourfelf Miftrefs of
every thing proper in that refpec, by which you
may eafe her, as well as inform yourfelf Look
round you, and obferve if the various Domefticks
difcharge their refpe@ive Duties ; but at the fame
time lay it down for a Maxim, never to treat them
in an imperious Manner, or with an Air of Con-
tempt, which will only procure you Hate from them
inftead of Submiffion and Refpect. When they do
well, obtain Rewards and Encouragements for them ;
when the contrary, inform them of it, and reprove
them with Mildnefs ; if that won’t do, you may
proceed to Threats ; but never be the Caufe of their
Difmiffion, unlefs all gentler Methods fail. You
fhould not think it beneath you neither to be ac-
quainted with Weights, Meafures, and the Value of

every thing neceffaryin a Houfe ; when you come to
be
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be Miftrefs of a Family yourfelf, Madam, you’ll find

this Knowledge, which may now look trifling to you,
a very confiderable Treafure.

ARSI OGS ENTR
Of FRUuGAL1ITY and COVETOUSNESS.

the Concerns of Fortune, as well as Life,

Multitudes are brought into bad Circum-

~ % ftances from trifling Neglects, rather than from

any great Mifconduét in material Affairs. People are

" too apt to think lightly of {mall Sums, till the Defi-
ciency in the greater Article fhews “em their Miftake,
not confidering that Pounds are made up of Shillings
and Pence.  Befides, Madam, I would have you re-
fleét, that thofe who live at an unlimited Expence ge-
nerally become the Subjects of publick Rallery; whilft
the very Perfons, who reaped the Fruits of their Ex-
travagance, are the firft to join in the Laugh againft
them. But, at the fame time, be extremely cautious
not to fall into the oppofite Error of Nearnefs and
Avarice. This is the moft mean and odious of all Dif-
pofitions. No, Madam, judge as nicely as you can how
far is fuitable to your Income and Station, and if you
muft be guilty of fome Exceffes in this Article of Ex-
pence, I had rather it were on the fide of Liberality,
than on the contrary. Fools have always an Ambition of
imitating thofe in their Way of Living, who are more
wealthy and better able than themfelves, and fo reckon
every thing neceffary that fuch have ; whilft People of
Senfe judge for themfelves, and proceed agreeably to
what they know of themfelves, by which means they
are always able to fupport their own Condition, with-
out having occafion for the Affiftance of others.
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Of the Lt ARNING proper to a young Lapy.

PR T is not neceffary for a young Lady to be a
< Scholar, but yet a Knowledge of fome of the

foreign Languages in vogue, fuch as French
and Italian, as well as a thorough Skill in her own, is
highly requifite. ‘Writing a good Hand likewife, toge-
ther with Arithmetick, or cafting Accounts, as it is
called, are very neceflary Accomplithments ; for how-
ever mechanick the latter may be thought by your
falfe Pretenders to Politenefs, it is of great Service in
preferving you from being obliged to rely on other
People, who may cither impofe on you, or at beft be
impofed on themfelves. Writing a good Hand too,
and even {pelling well, are held in contempt by thefe
People of Tafte, which made one of our Poets very
Jutly, as well as fatirically, remark upon reading a Su-
perfeription of a Letter, where was the Reverfe of both
the abovemention’d Particulars, That it came from a
Perfon of great Quality, or-— No Quality at all.

RS ) SO T ]

Of LETTerR-WRITING.

%H ERE is not a more improving, as well as a
D more agreeable Entertainment, Madam, than
A2 that of ‘Writing Letters. They are Emanations
of ourfelves, by which we do, as it were, talk and act
in feveral Places at a time. Befides, they are of the ut-
moft Advantage in our Intercourfe with the World; a
Letter, well wrote, is frequently of great Affiftance in
Matters of the higheft Importance to us, asitis a

known Thing that there are many who can write with
more
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. more Eloquence and Force than they can fpeak. This
isagreat means of keeping up ferviceable Friendfhips,

| retifying many Mifapprehenfions, and appeafing lit-
tle Refentments and Difcontents. It is likewife an a-
grecable way of employing your Genius and Wit, and

| makes pure and elegant Expreflions familiar to you,
efpecially when you correfpond with fuch as are polite
themfelves. There are as great a Variety of Rules for
‘Writing well, as for Talking well; the Ignorance of
moft of your Sex, therefore, in this Science, who ge-
nerally are guilty of as many Faults as they pen Words,
arifes from their not caring to be at the pains required
to excelinit. Not but this Talent of Letter-writing
may be turned to feveral idle and pernicious Purpofes,
by loofe and unguarded Minds; however that is no
more than every excellent Acquirement is obnoxious
to, and is therefore no Objection to it in general : Only
obferve thefe few thort Rules in the Practice of it, ne-
ver, unlefs upon fome fingular Emergency which may
warrant it, to write to any one but of your own,Sex,
nor to any but of fuch a Quality and Reputation as
that your Correfpondence with them may bring no
Reflexion on yourfelf, nor to any one whofoever,
without the Permiffion of thofe under whofe Jurif-
diction you may be, and before whom you may fafely
lay the whole of your Correfpondence

Of the Choice and Entertainment uf Booxks.

S to the Choice of your Books, Madam, it
would be too tedious to be here particular in
that refpeét, neither have I'any Occafion, be-

ing already convinced of your lecemment and De-
licacy

A
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licacy init.  You are neither fond, I know, of No-
vels or Romances, becaufe you juftly judge that both
the Fictitious and the Marvellous leave falfe Notions
and Images upon the Mind, which produce nothing
either advantageous or folid. Moral Fables, and even
Plays of the fame Tendency, may have fomething in-
ftructive, as well as pleafing in them ; as to the latter,
a well-wrote Tragedy raifes in the Mind a confcious
‘Terror, or excites a generous Compaffion ; whilft its
Sifter, Comedy, like a witty Lecturer, both laughs
and lathes Vice and Folly out of Countenance: For
the firft read Shakefpear, Otway, and Racine ; and for
the latter, I can recommend but few, except the cele-
brated Moliere, who is as preferable for his Chattity
and Moral, as he is for his Wit and Humour, to the
reft of our modern Writers. As to Hiftory, Madam,
1 think a competent Knowledge in that of your own
Country, and of a few of her Neighbours, whom fhe
is more intimately concerned with, is quite fufficient
for a young Lady; not that there would be any harm,
at the fame time, in knowing that Achilles was a Gre-
cian, Pompey a Roman, and the celebrated Clegpatra no
more than a crafty Gypfy. For Books in Divinity be
directed by the moft virtuous and rational of fuch of
your Friends as are engaged in that Profeffion.
Philofophy, I think, Madam, is a Study without a
Lady’s Sphere; and if you are either told or read
enough of it to know that the Earth moves round the
Sun, and not the Sun round the Earth ; that the Eclipfe
of that Luminary is occafioned by the Moon’s Interpo-
fition between it and the Earth, and the Eclipfe of the
Moon by the like Interpofition of the Earth between
it and the Sun; that the Flux and Reflux of the Tide
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is owing to the Influence of that fame Moon upon the
Ocean;; that Thunder and Lightning are mere natural
Caufes, and that when it Hails there is no Fracure in
the Skies, as the poor Pagans believe who conceive it
to be made of Glafs; that if a Comet appears the
World’s not therefore at an end; and laftly, that
twelve o’Clock at Night is not twelve o’Clock at
Noon, as you Ladies, by your way of Life, feem at
prefent to think.—When your Reading in that Branch
of Literature, I fay, has gone as far asall this, Madam,
*tis full time for you to put a ftop to its farther Progrefs.
Thereare two Particulars more, with regard to Books,
which I beg leave to give you my Advice in; one of
which is, to read through what Book you pleafe upon
one Subject before you begin upon another, and not
to load your Memory with a confufed Mafs of diffe-
rent Ideas and Images, which will be the Caufe of your
retaining nothing as you ought, and of your being ac-
quainted with things only by halves.

After all, Madam, the Diverfions of Reading, if
they are well chofen, entertain and perfect at the fame
time, and convey Wifdom and Knowledge through
Pleafure. In converfing with Books we may choofe
our Company, and difengage without Ceremony or
Exception; we need not undergo the Penance of a
dull Story from a Coxcomb of Figure; but may fhake
off the Haughty, the Impertinent and the V ain at plea-
fure: Befides, Authors, like you Ladies, generally
drefs when they make a Vifit. Refpect to themfelves
makes them polith their Thoughts, and exert the Force
of their Underftandings more than they would, or can
do, in common Converfation ; fo that the Reader has,
as it were, the Spirit and Effence in a narrow Com-

F

pafs,
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pafs. Books are 2 Guide in Youth, and an Enter-
tainment for Age; they relieve us under, Solitude, and
keep us from being 2 Burden to ourfelves, help us to
glide over the Rubs of Life, and lay our Cares and Dife
appointments afleep ; and, in a ‘word, when well ma-

naged, afford Direction, Difcovery and Support:

FERG e R
Of DrRESsS.

Rom the Choice of Bopks, which are the
Drefs of the Mind, I defcend to Clothes,

R which are the Ornaments of the Body ; and
here, Madam, be always genteel without Affectation;
1t is a common Saying, that fuch a one is as clean as a
Bride, and indeed being fo alwaysis certainly a good
Step towards becoming one ; for there is nothing gives
a Man a meaner Opinion of 2 Woman, than too much
Carelefefs and Negligence in this refped: It is
very commendable therefore in a young Lady, to
diftinguith herfelf in this refpec, provided neither
Vanity or Excefs appear in the Practice of it. Let
your Drefs be always agreeable to your Condition,
by exceeding that yowll only make yourfelf the
Jeft of your Equals, and the Scorn of your Supe-
viors, Follow the Example of thofe whofe Conduct
in this Particular is generally approved, and never
make the Choice and Colour of a Silk, the Chafing
of an Equipage, the Water of a Brilliant, or any.of
thofe exterior Ornaments which only glitter on the
Senfes a Bufinefs of fuch Importance as too many do.
By this means you will not only deliver yourfelf from
anirklome Picce of Slavery, but you’ll be 2 Model like-
wife of Modefty to thofe who are defirous to extricate
them-

i
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themfelves from the Extravagance of Fathioh. We
frequently judge of Perfons by theit Fabit, and are
feldom or ever miftaken by fo doing. Good-fenfe, or
the Want of it, appears in every thing we put on. For
private Perfons to go pompous, either in Equipage ot
Clothes, is but a vain-glorious Publication of their
Grandeur, a filent triumphing over the Inferiority of
others; and proclaiming themfelves to be Some-body;
whereas a modeft Perfon would think it more agreea-
ble to conceal, than to make a needlefs Oftentation of
his Wealth. Would it not look odd for a Soldier to
give in a Hiftory of Lis Valour in Converfation? Or for
2 Man of Learning to make Harangues upon his own
Parts and Performances, and tell the Company how
ignorant they are in refpet of him? And the Cafe
here is juft the fame. Believe me, Fair Lady, true
Politenefs does not confift in being carried about in
gilt Cars, trickt out in foreign Gewgaws, and efcorted
by a Troop of burnithed Slaves. An Ape, in thefe
refpeéts, may be as polite as an Emperor. Peopléy
who are diftinguifhed by Fopperies of this Kind, fhew
they are confcious of having little other Worth, and
that the greateft part of their Gentility is owing to their
‘Wardrobe, Having nothing to recommend thet to
the Efteem of the Judicious, they aré contenited to take
up with the Ceremony of the Ignorant, and, witha
fietle Pageantry and Glare, draw the gazing unthinking
Vulgar to admire them. However, Madam, notwith-
fanding what T have here faid againft the Luxury of
Drefs, which is carried to fuch a criminal Height
amongft us at prefent, fome Grains of Allowance muft .
be made to young Ladies of your Fortune and Di-
ftinction: A well-chofen Drefs may carry a Graceful-

3 i nef§
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nefs with it, and thew a Delicacy and Exatnefs of
Fancy in the Wearer. As to the reigning Mode 1
thould choofe, were I in your place, Madam, neither
to lead nor to lag in it, provided it were modeft and
decent, much lefs to run into the contrary Extreme,
and make myfelf fingular by being out of it.

I fhall take up no more of your valuable Time,
Fair Lady, upon this Head, than to make it my ear-
neft Requeft to you, to take every Opportunity of
encouraging and recommending the Produéts and Ma-
nufatories of your native Country, and banithing all
the Tinfel of foreign Incroachers. Such an Example as
yours will creare a general Emulation, and the Sirft in
Fafbion then, as the Poet fays, will be the moft polite.

g Avinac thus, Madam, gone with you thro®
the Ceremonies of the Drefling-Room, give

" me leave to fee you in the next place feated
at Table, where there are agreat many Rules and De-
corums to be obferved. The Head, Arms and Eyes
ought to maintain their feveral Pofts, fo that a Grace
and Symmetry may flow from the whole Body. Itis
very unbecoming in a young Lady to look round and
examine the feveral Difhes, or to talk of what fhe ei-
ther likes or diflikes. Young Perfons of your Sex are
always ftrictly remarked at Table, and from their Be-
haviour there a Judgment is formed of their Educa-
tion and Conduét, Above all things never indulge in
high Difhes, rich Sauces, or ftrong Liquors of any
kind, which only ferve to overcharge the Body with
noxious
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noxious Humours, and impair the Vigour and Viva-
city of the Mind, and are equally Foes both to good
Health and good Senfe. There is one Error more,
Madam, which I beg leave to caution you againft
under this Article, which is the Affetation of a nice
and refined Palate. This betrays Whim and Caprice,
and is afalfe Delicacy arifing from the Vanity of being
diftinguifhed from other People. It is an Indifcretion
which your Sex are extremely liable to, and yet is a
Difeafe they might eafily cure themfelves of, it being
{eated only in the Imagination. One pretends an in-
vincible Averfion to fuch a Difh ; another can’t fee a
Cat or a Moufe but they muft prefently be in a Fit ;
Things which have nothing at all offenfive in them,
but what is created by their fantaftical Humour.

PEDIRIS SR ORI
Of Behaviour at AssEmBLiES, OPERAS,

and PL AYS.

NNER being over, and the weighty Bufi-
5 nefs of the Tea-Table gone through, do me
%G the Honour, Madam, to let me gallant you
to the Affembly, Opera, Play, or fome other of the
publick Diverfions; where, not to compliment my-

felf, I would requeft you never to be feen but in the
beft of Company, and when you are invited by Per-
fons whom it would be Ill-manners to refufe. Your
Bufinefs in going to an Affembly is to accompany
your Friends, meet your Acquaintance, obferve how
others dance, and dance as well as you can yourfelfs
however, as it may give occafion to Interviews and

‘Addreffes of a more particular nature, you ought to
carry
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carry a great deal of Precaution along with you, and
arm yourfelf with all your Wifdom and Diferetion.
‘When you are at a Play I wow’d not have you fancy
that, becaufe you are in a Place where People go
only for Diverfion, you may be under lefs Reftraint
than any where elfe; not that I am againft your ap-
pearing pleafed and diverted at fecing the Vices and
Follies of Mankind well reprefented, and wittily ridi-
culed in a good Comedy 5 for it would be abfurd and
conceited in you to affume an Air of Gravity and Re-
{erve, whilft every body elfe was laughing round you;
but only take care to remember the Part you ought
to perform yourfelf; indulge a lively Mirth for a
while if you pleafe, but without Clamour or Extra-
vagance, taking care at the fame time that Purity |
and Modefty always appear to be your governing
Principles. i

Of GamiING. |

LAY, Madam, is fo neceffary a fafhionable
Accomplithment, that though we can’t prac-
tife it without the Lofs either of our Time
or our Money, yet *tis neceffary to give into it under
proper Regulations ; you might elfe be as well out of
the World. When you are obliged, therefore, to be
engaged in this manner, preferve yourfelf free from
all Paffion, as well as Excefs. You need not be told
that we always judge of the Temper of a Perfon from
what we fee of it at Play: A Perfon naturally cove-
tous or Paflionate, upon the leaft Lofs betrays him-
felf ; Nature immediately peeps through the Veil, and
the Tongue reveals the real Motions of the Heart.
Refolve
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| Refolve with yourfelf for this reafon, never to play
| deep, to prevent your being in the leaft affected by
| what you may either lofe or win, or in fpite of any
Contradiction of Luck, as it is call’d, your laying
| afide that Harmony and Evennefs of Temper which
| you are fo remarkable for, Madam, upon all other
Occcafions,

Of SELF-CONVERSATION.

BAviNG thus, Madam, attended you thro®
all the publick Places, and made one with
you in every Company or Party you can be
fuppofed ever to be engaged in, I think it time to
retire, and leave you. Learn, Madam, to endure being
alone, and to converfe with yourfelf; in order to fuc-
ceed in which you have nothing to do, but to furnith
yourfelf with virtuous and laudable Employment. Idle
Perfons and Fools are obliged to have perpetual Re-
courfe to other People for Converfation, becaufe they
can’t be in any Company fo bad as their own.

Lo S (R G S )

0f GooD-NATURE and CHARITY.

2 H ave but one more Word to fay to you,
Madam, which is upon the Subject of Bene-
£ volence and Charity, Qualities which lay
claim to the higheft Efteem, though, to the Scandal
of Human Nature, and the Misfortune of the World,
they meet with the leaft. Good-nature, Sweet Lady,
will refleét a Luftre on every other Perfection you are
Miftrefs of, and caft any little Foible you may be fub-

5 Jject
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ject to into Shade. ' ‘This is the moft amiable and
enchanting Difpofition a young Lady can poflibly be
pofiefled of, an Ornament of Grace upon ber Head, and
@ Chain about ber Neck. Pity, Compaffion and Bene-
volence, with all the Clafs of the tender and more re-
fined Paflions, feem to be the peculiar Property of the
Fair, and would make one think they were appointed
Stewards and Almoners for Heaven to difpenfe the
Bleflings of its Providence to the Creation. The
Exercife. of Humanity is a fair Indication of a truly
polithed and dignified Mind, and is the moft fhining
Privilege and Diftin@ion of Fortune and Grandeur.
Birth, Riches, and Health, "and all the other Advan-
tages you enjoy, in Exclufion of Millions below you,
would lofe half their Splendor and Value, if not
tuined to fuccour, redrefs and reform. But I am
growing to ferious, and you’ll fancyprcfcnt]y, Ma-
dam, that I have tranfported you at once from the
Play-houfe to Church.

I have thus, fair Lady, made a Trial myfelf of
the Goodnefs of your Nature by trefpafling {o long
upon it, and obliging you, which is the moft irk-
fome of all irkfome Things, to fit for your Picture 3
tho’ indeed I have only given the Outlines at laft, being
quite unequal to the Task of finithing the Portrait,
However I hope I have fucceeded fo far, as that others
may be able to form from it a reafonable Notion of
true Politenefs, and the, feveral Devoirs of Life re-
quifite in ayoung Lady of your Condition, and be-
come like you, Madam,

Lolite to Heaven, their Neighbour, and Themfelves.
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TO THE

RIGHT HONORABLE

R OBERT
EARL of ORFORD.

My Lorp, :
Present to your Lordfhip this
Effay upon Wit, as a Teftimony

of the Affection I bear to your Per-
fon, and Virtues. It was infpired
by a fevent Defire I have nou-
rithed, of attempting a Compofition,
independent of Politics, which might
furnifh an occafional Amufement to
your Lordfhip ; and not inelegantly

Az enter-
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entertain: one vacant. Hour of your
Retirement. . In thefe Sentiments it
was written, and in thefe conflantly
dedicated from my own Breaft to your
Lord(hip—— But there is alfo a pecu~=
liar Propriety in offering to Yeur Pas
tronage a Work upon this Subject.
For, my Lord, though the weightier
Concerns of  this Empire, and the
daily Direction and Welfare of Mil-
lions, have demanded your Attention
for a long Series, the Bells Létsres
have never refigned their Claim to
your Lordthip. The politer Arts,
which bemoaned your Avocation from
their Charms, have #ill conﬂzmtly
numbered  you with : their favorite
Sons ; And, notwithﬂandi.ng your long
Employment in the Provinces of Bujf=
#efs, none ever had ampler Pofleflions
than your Lordfhip in all the Domje
nions of ‘Az, or have thence con=
ftantly drawn fairer Supplies.

Ta
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To whom then can'an Efzy upon
Wiz be fo jultly inferibed, as to Him,
who has 'the ‘greateft” Concern and
Property in it.  Your Lordfhip’s un-
equalled Quicknefs, and your Happi+
nels in élluftrating the Merit, or ex-
pofing the Fallacy of a Subje®, by ar-
ranging and comparing it with other
Subjedts, are abundantly known to the
World ; and have demonftrated your
extenfive Power in thofe Zervitories,
whofe Limits it is the Aim of this
Piece to adjuft and delineate. Thefe
natural Poffefions,and Royalties,which
you hold in the Regions of Literature,
will ‘now bring upen your Lord(hip
Addreffes from thence; And the Mufes
inyour prefent Vacation from Bufinefs,
will ardently follicit your Smiles and
Patronage ; For ‘it is your Lordfhip’s
peculiar Diffintion, in whatever Sta-
tion you are, to be there the GREATEST 5
In Public Employment, Councils
and Senates hung upon your Tonguii

an
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and joyful WVazions: proclaimed your
Wifdom; And in'your Leifure, you
will 'be attended by all ‘the  politer
s, and, with ‘new Dignity, lead
the Empire of Letters.

It is univerfally acknowledged, a
generous: Pleafure to' approach your
Lordthip, And to view: that friendly
Humanity ‘'and chearful Benevolence,
which are vifible 'in your Look, -and
adorn your every Sentiment and»Ac-
tion. - The Franknefs of Spirit, pecu-
liar to your Lordfhip, with which you
difcover yourfelf, and put others in
free' Pofleflion of - your: Breaft, has
a Charm and Generofity in it, which
delight and engage all you converfe
with. Itis the prudent Concern of
others, to conceal their Thoughts, ‘to
avoid Familiarity, and to guard againft
every Tryal of their Genius. = But it
is yours 'my Lord, to " lay yourfelf
open, to invite Examination, and to

offer
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offer ‘your /Abilities :to" everyTéft;
Certain, thatito, be more intimately
known, - will' refult 'to. your Advan=
tage ;. And manifeft at once the fairer
Probity of your Heart; and fuperior
Height of your Genius. :

It was by this amiable Freedom fo
new, and unexpeéted in a Minifler,
that your Lordfhip, acquired more
Friends, and fecured to yourfelf more
fteady and warm Attachments, than
by all the Obligations you conferr’d,
through a long Series of Power.
Your Deportment has ever been free
from all narrow Referve, and myfte-
rious Importance, the ufual Cover-
ing of other Minifters.——--What nu-~
merous: Tomes of Policy, and State
Wifdom, the labour’d Works of the
deepeft Courtiers and ableft Statefmen
of former Ages, has your Lordfhip.con-
futed by this Condut? They unani-
moufly judg’d, thata conftant Guard
was to be kept by a Minifter, at ev'ry

Avenue
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Avenue to his Breaft; And that Opens
nefs of Heart, and unbent Converfi~
tion, would difcover a Weaknefs and
Perplexity within him; They imagined,
having feen no Inftance of your Zord-
Jbip’s Genius, that no Man exifted,
who could conftantly bear the neareft
Infpection, and be ftillable to preferve
his Value, and Dignity, —It is from
hence, that they have inftruded
Minifters of State, to retire behind
the Intrenchments of Bufinefs, and to
{ecure themfelves from too clofe an
Obfervance.  But your Lordfhip,
fuperior to fuch fupercilious Craft,
invited our Approaches; And opened
at once the unlimited Reach of the
deepeft Statefman, with all the Affa-

bility of the Country Gentleman.
Your Lordfhip has thus placed the
Charatter of a Minifler in a new
Light, which will always be remem-
bered to your own Honour, and re-
dound to the higheft Benefit of your
Country,
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Country.  Hereafter no Arrogance,
or infolent Pride, or. overbearing
Exertion of Authority, will be endu-
red in a Brizi/h Minifter. Humili-
ty, Moderation, and Candour, will
trom hence be demanded in every
Inftance of his Conduét. All haugty
Pretenfions to fuperior Deference,
and every contemptuous Treatment
of others, will draw upon his Head
the general Indignation. The Picture
of your Lordfbip will be then held to
his View ; and though it will not be
expected, he fhall equal your .44ili-
ties, it will be infifted, he fhall imi-
tate your milder Virtues.

The Liberty of the Prefs your
Lordfhip preferved inviolate. No un-
worthy Attacks upon your felf, be-
yond what have fallen upon other
Minifters, could ever provoke you to
ftop that Fountain. You regarded
it as the great and vigorous Source
of all our religious and civil Free-

a dom 3
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dom; and looked with Pity upon
thofe, who mudded its /acred Stream,
with their d77#yScurrility--Your Lord-
thip not only avoided to give it In-
terruption yourfelf, but remov’d all
Rubbifh impending, which might
ever be likely to choak it. The no-
torious Abufe of Magiftracy itfelf up-
on the Zheatre, and the infamous In-
fults there offered upon all Decency,
cried aloud for a Remedy. For
thefe profligate Attacks made Impref-
fions more deep and venemous than
Writings ; As they were not fairly
addrefled to the Judgment, but im-~
mediately to the Sight and the Paf
fions 5 nor were they capable of ‘be-
ing anfwered again, but by ere@ing
an oppofite Stage of Scurrility.

Tue Curb, which was then gene-
rally demanded for thefe Abufes on
the Stage, might have ftarted Preten-
ces to another Minifter, for checqving
at the fametime the Virulence of the
Prefs.
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Prefs. But your Lordfhip was too
generous to harbour fuch Sentiments,
or to urge {o fatal a Connexion. You
honeftly feparated the Remedy of the
one, from all Violation of the Liberty
of the other ; and juftly referred the
Regulation of the Zheatre to that Ju-
rifdi@ion, from whence only the Per-
miflion for adting at all, is derived.
This prudent Reftraint of the Pro-
fligacy of the Szage, without any En-
croachment upon theLiberty of Priznz-
ing, was happily directed by your
Lordfhip; A work, which has re-
moved the Prefs from a dangerous
Conjunétion, and placed it in a clear
independent State of Security.

Your generous Exercife of Power,
without ftraining one Law, or delight-
ing yourfelf in flirring up Plots, or
urging the Trials or cruel Executions
of your Fellow-Citizens, fhall be ever
remembered by a grateful People.
No malicious Attacks upon yourfelf,

nor
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nor any injurious Infults, could ever
provoke you to one harth A&ion ;
though for this you have been loaded
with Additional Infults, and heard
your Moderation proclaimed as Ti-
midity, by thofe, whom you {corned
to repel with the Weapons of Au-
thority.—1It is from thefe Inftances
of your Lordfhip’s Benevolence and
Lenity, that your Country fhall draw
new Spirit and Force, againft any
Affault from a wicked Minifter, All
arbitrary Expedients, which fhall ven-
ture to appear, and every tyrannical
Exertion of Power, thallbeoppofed and
confuted by your Lordfhip’s more ge-
nerous Condué. Your great ExampLe
thall be carried before us, as our Ak
of Defence; and the Lisrrry of this
Nation, which you brought to Maturi-
ty, thall derive from your Name a con-
ftantSupport, through all Generations.
Uron your firft Introducion to
the World, you appeared in the Caufe

of
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of Freedom; and acted at the Head
of thofe glorious Patriots, who ftemm’d
the Torrent of the French Tyrant,
and bravely vindicated the Liberties
of Europe. Your Part; through thefe
thining Years, was eminent in the Se-
nate, and contributed not a little to
the Laurels which were gathered in
the Field — But alas! in an Inftant
thefe Meafures were reverfed, and the
Luftre of the new Century was all
o’erclouded ——— Our Pilots were no
more Godolphin, Sunderland, and
Marlborough; but Oxford, Bolinbroke
and Ormond.

0hb! what a. Fall was there!

Viflory was then fhocking to the
Britifb Court ; Our brave Zeterans
drooped their Heads abroad, and with
Sighs. and Shame abandoned - their
Fellow Viftors 3 Our Faith to our
Allies was treacheroufly = broken 3

France
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France gloried again, and renewed
her Infults ;. And the whole World
with Horror viewed the Perfidy of
Britain.

Such were the Triumphs, and
boafted Atchievements, of thefe loud
Pretenders to Patriotifim. Abfurd
Champions for the landed Intereft, who
teftified their Zeal for its Support by
exclaiming againft the Wealth of our
Merchants, and devoting to Ruin the
Zrade of their Country —— Enormous
Affumers of the Name of Church-
aneny who attacked the Prozeffant Suc-
ceffions, the Bulwark of our Church ;
and ordered the Writings of a worthy
Prelate, which could not be confuted,
to be burnt by the Hands of the com-
mon Hangman ;—By whom Chari-
2y was banithed from amongft the 7e-
ligious Virtues ; And all Indulgence,
and Chriftian Moderation to our i/~
Senting Brethren tegretted and re-
viled ; Infenfible, that the Exer-

cife
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¢ife of Reafon in the folemn Worfhip
of God, is the facred Righs, and in~
difpenfible Duzy, of Man ; Our own
rational Claim, and juft Vindication,
as Proteflants ; And that free and im~
mortal Bafis, upon which we all equal-
ly ftand Diffenters from Porery.

Thefe were the Hours of Noife and
Confufion, when every upright and
intelligent Brizon trembled for his
Country ;-—The Liberty of the Prefs
was then openly attacked ;——The
Monfters, Paffive-obedience, and Non~
refiftance, reared up their Heads ;.—
And the old Chains were forged again
for the dejected Libetties of Britain.

It was then that Mr. #7alpole frood
forth, undaunted and firm in De-
fence of his Country ; You expofed
the Devices of our Enemies, and de-
tected all their Projeds of Slavery;
Your Abilities and Skill pierced their
Covering, and thewed the Malice and
Treachery "at Heart ; The Pro-

teftant
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#eftant Succeffion was then guarded by
your unwearied Vigour and Spirit ;
This was the firft Objet of your
With, and your jult® Pindication of
it, your deareft Honour ; Nor will
your Merit in this Event be ever for-
gotten, by your Country, who have
felt the Happinefs, or by the Houfe
of Hanover, who have reaped the
Glory; It was for this Merit, you
were zher marked out as a Sacrifice ;
And unworthily excluded from the
Senate by the Advocates for Slavery ;
It being neceflary to their Progrefs, to
remove the Strength of your Reafon,
and the Light of your Eloguence;
which could not be oppofed, and
were not to be endured.

Tais Method of tearing from the
Senate the moft refolute Patriots, upon
any Pretences, was a favorite Scheme
with  that thameles Miniftry 5 Your
Expulfion was {ucceeded by the fame
ungenerous Treatment of Mr. Szeele;

a Gen~
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a Gentleman endeared to the Nation
by the Humanity and Politenefs of
his Writings ; and as generally efteem-~
ed, as known, for the amiable Can-
dour and Softnefs of his Manners. But
when he faw our Honour abroad aban-
doned, and our Liberties at home
devoted a Sacrifice, he fcorned all
Applaufe upon leffer Subjeéts, and
generoufly employed his Pen in De-
fence of his Country. When he view-
ed the Proteffant Succeffion at ftake,
he difdained all Fame for Pieces of
Elegance : And made it the Obje&
of his Public Writings, to infpire the
Sentiments of Freedom, and to roufe
the Virtue of his Country--—-Tuis was
his Crime in thofe Days of Fury, and
for zhis it was determined to exclude
him from the Senate——When he ex-
pofed the Injuftice of his Adverfaries,
he ftood fupported between Mr. 774/~
pole, and General Stanbope Your
Abilities were then honorably em-

ployed




wii D E DITC€C ATTOWN.
ployed in his Defence; And if Rea-
fon had carried any Weight, or Elo-
quence Perfuafion in that Day, you
had faved Aim from' the Injury, and
his Enemies from the eternal Reproach,
of his Exclufion.

Waen the Arm of Heaven was
bared for our Refcue, and mercifully
placed upon this Throne the illuftri-
ous Prince of the Houfe of Hanover,
you were called to the Head of the
Treafury ; and exerted in that Station
your extenfive Knowledge and 8kill in
the Finances. The Public Debts,
which lay then unadjufted, you fet-
tled and fixed, with the ftriteft Re-
gard to parliamentary Faith; And
regulated the feveral Funds to the clear
Satisfa&ion of all the Creditors.  This
inftantly advanced the Public Credit,
and was felt in its warm Circulation,
through every Branch of the Property
of the Kingdom. It was from this new
and increafing Flow of Wealth in the
Nation,
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Nation, that the Intereft of Money
was fuddenly reduced, and nazurally
fixed lower in Britain, than at any
Antecedent Period.

Tais nasural Redu@ion of Intereft
throughout the Kindgdom, was the
great Refult of your excellent Con-
du&; And gave an Opportunity,which
You happily managed, of procuring
the Reduction of the Interef} upon the
WNational Debt 3 A Work, ably ef-
feced through your admirable Skill,
with the Confent of the Public Credit-
ors. . By this happy Event, and the
Eiffeds of ourincrealed Circulation and
Commerce, the Funds, which before
were fcarcely fufficient for the Intereft
of the Debts, yielded a large annual
Surplus. 'Thiswas the Origin of that
great Branch of the Public Income,
which is now. generally named the
Sinking Fund. A Strength, and Sup-
port.of the Britifh Government, raifed
by the great Mr., Zalpole ! And which

b2 ftands
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ftands, like a Zower of Defence, won-~
derfully fixed in the midft of Quick-
Sands.

It is difficult to point out the
Anxieties, Sufpicions, Fears, and Wil-
Jfulnefs on every Side, which you were
forced to encounter in your Progrefs
to this Event. Let it only be remem-
bered, that no Redution of Interefl,
could be made, without the Confent
of the Public Creditors themfelves.
Your happy Addrefs and Manage-

nent, induced the great Companies of
the Bank, and South-Sea, not only to
agree to reduce their own Intereft,
but to furnifh large Sums for the Dif~
charge of fuch other Creditors, as
fhould refufe to comply with an equal
Redué@ion. This Affiftance from the
Companies, {0 defirable and expedient
to the Government, it was only in your
Power to obtain: For it may be truly
averred, ‘that your general Acquaint-
ance, and as géneral Eftcem, amongft
the
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“the Proprietors of thefe Debts, their
Regard to your Judgment, and, their
Confidence in your Equity,were great-
er than have ever been held by any
Perfon ; And were the grand Hinges
of all this important Tranfacion.
Arrer the Storms and Wrecks of
Property, in this Nation, from the
enormous Rife, and precipitate Sink-
ing, of the Souzh-Sea Stock, you were
called to the Head of the Miniftry, and
placed at the Helm of Government,
as the ableft Pilot of Brizain.  You
there flood as the Guardian-Angel '
of your Country; The Storm was
affuaged by your Wifdom and Vigi-
lance, and a happy Calm and Serenity
were again diffufed through the whole
People; You poured ‘Balm into the
Wounds of the Grieved, and wiped
the Tears from the Face of your Coun-
try.. Never had been feen {o total a
Deftruétion of Credit in this King-
dom; and after the Courfe of a few
Months,
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Months, it never appeared in {o great
Luftre.  Thofe who were then living,
and faw this pale convulfive Nation in
the deep Paroxifin of that Hour; And
on your Approach, new Strength and
Spirits fuddenly infpired; and all her
former Vigour more than reftored, can
feel themfelves, but not defcribe, thefe
great Events ; —— Pofferizy will never
be able to conceive their Extents
and will only be fenfible, that it lies
bound ina Debt of Gratitude to your
Name, beyond what.it can either re-
count, or repay.

Tur Commerce of this Nation,
upon your Appearance at the Helm,
was immediately extended with new
Vigour; and the Merchants of Bri-
#ain, through your generous Concern
for their Welfare, eafily obtained more
important Conceflions, than had ever
before been granted :  One memorable
Inftance of this; was, the Enlargement
of ‘their Privilege; for recovering the

Duties
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Duties upon foreign Goods, to! three
Years' from their Importation. - The
Advantages, ' 'which - were  narrowly
underftood to refult to the Crown
from an  earlier Limitation of - this
Privilege, had defeated all former
Attempts for its Extenfion: But as
foon as Mr. /7 alpole was placed at the
Helm, this Indulgence, fo long re-
quefted in vain, was candidly granted
without Oftentation. = The great and
diffufive Benefits of this ample Con-
ceflion, are abundantly felt by the
Britifb Merchants; and their Grati-
tude will ever be due to that Minifter,
who generouily gave them fo liberal
an Enlargement.

Waen the general Increafe of the
Wealth and Income of the People,
under your Miniftry, pointed out the
Neceflity and  Equity of increafing
alfo the Income 'of the Crown, you
kept in your View the Commerce of
Britain; And it was chiefly by your

Weight
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Weight in the Senate, that a new
Expetiation, befides a fixed Income,
was granted to the Grown ; An Ex-
petation, ablolutely to depend on the
future Surplus of a part of the public
Revenues, above their ufual and paft
Amount ; which muft neceflarily be
attended by a concurrent Advance-
meit of the reft of the public Re-
venues of the Nation; And could
only refult into an affual Advantage
to the Crown, by a real Increafe of
the Trade and Wealth of the People
o— 1Tt is from this Expeation, that
the Prince is more peculiarly intereft-
ed than before, in the flourifhing
Commerce and growing Riches of the
Subjeét; That the Crown, whofe Pre-
Togative it is to declare ZZ7ar, is juft-
ly inclined to delight in Peace ; And
to cherifh the fpreading Induftry and
Trade of the Nation; — It is by
this wife Regulation, that the Inte-
refts of the Prince and the People are
. more
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more {triétly united ; The Crows can
without Jealoufy view the growing
Riches of the Pegple; And the People
can mark with Joy the increafing In-
come of the Crown, as the happy In=
dex of their own Advancement,

AxoTHER eminent Inftance of your
Regard to the Trade and Induftry of
your Country, was, zhe general Repeal
of the Duties upon our native Manu-
Jfaclures and Produffs rxrorTED j
Some partigl Relief had been granted
before in feveral Articles, but the ge-
neral Repeal could never be obtained,
until you appeared Minifter.— Thefe
Inftances are Monuments of your ge-
nerous Concern for the Commerce of
Britain; Conceflions fo ample and ex-
tenfive, naturally proceeded from your
liberal enlarged Mind; and greatly
contributed to that Spirit of Adventur-
ing, and urging our ManufaGures
abroad, which has fince been diffufed
through this Nation ; A Spirit of the
( utmoft
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utmoft Importance and Value to a
People ; and which cultivated by your
Care, extended itfelf not only through
the maritime Towns of the Kingdom,
but through moft of our inland Cities;
in which Merchants arofe under your
Miniftry, and now flourifh, purfuing
a Commeice in foreign Ports with that
Genius and Skill, which before was
peculiar to the Mezrapolis.

It is, indeed, certain, you long
endured the injurious Petulance of
Spain, and were unwilling to foree her
into the Arms of our Rsvals, which
were widely opened to receive her
Treafures, and ufurp our Commerce ;
But when you faw this Power mena-
cing her Neighbour, in whofe Fate the
"Trade of Britain is deeply interefted,
you at once manifefted to the World
your determined Spirit, and juft Acivi-
ty ; And with a Force, which you
inftantly difpatched to Lifbon, deterred
the Spaniards from their grafping
! Meafurcs,
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Meafures, and fecured the tottering
Crown of Portugal.

Tue Increafe of our InLanp Com~
merce under your Patronage, was
amazing to the World. Letour Traders
declare, what an immenfe Currency
of Bills and Credit was then vifible,
beyond what had ever been known
before ; what vaft Stocks were invefted
in Trade, and not in few Inftances
only, but in every Article of Bufi-
nefs: It was from hence that the little
Branches, and narrow Rivulets of
Traffic, were fudenly widened, and
fwelled to a Prodigy; And moved
forwards with all the Depth and the
Force of Rivers, —— Our Knowledge
and Manner of Trading becime more
cnlarged and extenfive ; and our Mer-
chants inftead of being confined to
particular Articles, as formerly, began
to be general Traders, and to adven-
ture in every Channel of Comimerce.

(¥ ‘WHILST
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WaiLst the honeft incumbered
Country Gentleman with Wonder view-
ed the Advancement of his Land, and
the ftrange Humility of his Credizors;
And reduced the Intereft on his mort-
gag'd Patrimony, which had long
galled his dejedted Anceftors; — In
his Hours of Reflection, he may think
on thefe Benefits, and remember with
Gratitude his great Benefatior.

Our Pusric Crepir during your
Miniftry was the Glory of this Nation,
and the Envy of all others. It flou-
rifhed with new Vigour and Strength,
under that calm Stability. of Govern-
ment, that Security of Property, and
general Flow of it, and that univerfal
Freedom, and Happinefs, which were
derived from your fteady and wife Con-
dudt. It was inceffantly watched and
cherifhed by your Care, with all the
Attention and Fondnefs of a Parent o
And it grew up to that Firmnefs and
Strength under your Eye, which had
long
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long been the ardent #77/h of former
Minifters, and beyond their Expetia-
tion.

Bur, to give a faint Skesch
of your Glory, 'is too much for the
thort Extent of this Page—The An-
nals of your Country fhall hereafter
reveal it, and the favorite Leaves thall
record your Conduét; the Father fhall
point out to his Son that happy Se-
ries; and ' the Aged fhall continually
repeat the Wonders of your Manage-
ment.——7zlly for his A&ions requeft-
ed from Lucceius a feparate diftin-
guithed Clafs, and auxiliary Embel-
lithments; and failed of obtaining this
Point ‘of ' his Ambition. But your
Fate'fhall be different, as your Elo-
quence was more perfuafive, and man-
ly;——A Britifh Lucceins {hall here-
after arife, and unfollicited, celebrate
your greater Actions; they fhall vin-
dicate to themfelves a diftinguifhed
Clafs; and, only requiring, that their
own
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owy natural Splendor be exhibited,
{hall mock all Embellifhments.

Tuus your Public Archievements
fhall adorn the Hiftory of Britain ;
-—-But what Hand fhall call forth your
Private Virtues, and all the /fofter
Features of your Mind? Your Ten-
dernefs, and Affection to yourFriends,
and the kind fhare which you hold
in every Incident of their Grief or En-
joyment; Thefe are amiably confpi-
cuous in all your Semtiments, and
liberally exerted in all your Aétions: It
has ever been your greateft Happinefs,
to make your Friends happy. This has
been the higheft Indulgence, and firft
Gratification of your generous Tem-
per; Many, who have thought them-
felves loft to your Obferyance, have
wept for Joy at unexpeéted Inflances
of your Notice ; and proved, that no
hurrying Scenes of Bufinefs, nor your
own Affluence, could erafe the Wants
of your private Friend, or banith from
your
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your worthy Breaft the Memory of his
Sorrows..——Permit me, my Lord to
congratulate you here, upon the ample
Felicity, in the midft of your Cares,
which you thus reaped to yourfelf,
from the Joy you continually dealt to
others ;—a Felicity, which no Man
has felt, or ever yet exercifed, with
warmer Benevolence, or higher Relith,
than your Lordfhip. i

Trese Charaéers, of your Love to
Mankind, and tender Senfibility to
whatever is Human, can be juftly ex-
preffed in the Sculpture of Language,
only by a Genius equal to your own,
and animated by 'the fame generous
Heart ; —-Your Retirement is now
embower’d’ with Honor, and your fu-
perior’ Abilities, which cannot be con-
cealed, command univerfal Refpect.
Your Wifdom, Experience, and en-
lightning Advice, arcan Ornament and
Shield, where-ever you impart them :
It is from hence, and from Affection to

your
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yourVirtues,that themoftilluftrious and
excellent Perfons of the Nation are {een
daily reforting to the Hozé/ of Orford.

Great Palace now of Light ]

Hither, as to their Fountain, other
Stars

Repairing, in their golden Urns,
draw Light ;

And here the Morning Planet gilds
ber Horns.

Tuus fplendid, and fuperior, your
Lordfhip now flourifhes in honorable
Eafe, exerting univerfal Beneyolence ;
i and after your unwearied Labours for
your Country, for more than four
Luftra, without Intermiffion, you at
length happily fmile in Peace and Se-
renity ;5 The Cloud of Envy vanifhing
apace, and your Fame every fubfequent
Hour of your Life rifing up before you
with purer Luftre.

Uron
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Uron this glorious PepsstaL, of
your public Services, and private Vir-
tues, You ftand, in the midft of
this People ; Lo ! the Time ap-
proaches, when your 7ea/ Friends in
the Day of your Oppreflion, fhall re-
fle@& with Pleafure on their firm At-
tachment, and unfhaken Conftancy ;
And when your feigned Friends, and
real Betrayers, fhall loudly boaft their
inviolate Fidelity ; When your Coun-
rry {hall turn upon you with Shame
and Zendernefs 5 and look back with
Gratitude, and Wonder, on her /ong
Carwy, and untroubled HappiNgss, un-
der yourable and affectionate Conduct.
Tuen fhall the little Calumnies,
fofter’d in the late Dominion of Envy
and Wilfulnefs, be all abathed ; And
your great Applaufe fhall fill the
Land ; Then fhall your late gper Ene-
mies forget they were fo, and be heard
abroad, raifing your Name, and fondly,
telling your unequalled Virtues ;—And
d when
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when your /a/} Hour {hall come, which
Heawen yet long fufpend, - this aking
Narron fhall, with one join: Sigh, la-
ment her Lofs, and pay the grateful
Tear to the Memory of Warrore ;
crying, like Hamler o’er his Father,

He was a Man, take bim for all in all,
Weneer [ball look upon bis Like again.

Iam
My Lorp,
Your Lordfhip's moft obliged
moft Affe@tionate, and
i Faithful Servant,

Corpyy MoRRIS:
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INTRODUCTION.

N Attempt to deferibe the precife

Limits of Wit, HuUMoUR, Ra1L-
LerY, SATIRE and Riprcurg, I am
fenfible, is no eafy or flight Undertaking.
To givea Definition of W1, has been de-
clared by Writers of the greatet Renown,
to exceed their Reach and Power; and
Gentlemen of no lefs Abilities, and Fame,
than Cowley, Barrow, Dryden, Locke, Con-
greve, and Addifon, have tryed their Force
upon this Subjet, and have all left it free,
and unconquered. This, I perceive, will be
an Argument with fome, for condemning
an Effay upon this Tepic by a young Au-
thor, as rath and prefumptious. But, though
1 defire to pay all proper Refpedt to thefe
eminent Writers, if a tame Defercnce to
great Names fhall become fafhionable, and
the Imputation of Vanity be laid upon thofe
who examine their Works, all Advancemcnt
in Knowledge will be abfolutely ftopp’d; and
Literary Merit will be foon placed, in an
humble'Stupidi{y, and folemn Faith in the
Wifdom of our Anceftors.

a Wheieas
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‘Whereas, if I rightly apprchend, a7 Ane-
bition to excell is the Principle which fhould
animatc a Writer, dire@ed by a Love of
Truth, and a free Spirit of Candour and
Inquiry. This is the Flame which fhould
warm the rifing Members of every Science,
not a poor Submiffion to thofe who have
preceded.  For, however it may be with a
Religious DEVOTION, a Literary Onc is cer-
tainly the CriLp of Ignorance.

However, I muft acknowledge, that where
1 have differed from the great Authors be-
fore mentioned, it has been with a Diffi-
dence, and after the moft ferious and par-
ticular Examination of what they have de-
livered. It is from hence, that I have thought
it my Duty, to exhibic with the following
Effay, their feveral Performances upon the
{ame Subjec, that every Variation of mine
from their Suffrage, and the Reafons upon
which I have grounded ir, may clearly
:\p\gcﬂl‘.

The following Ode upon Wit is written
by Mr. Cowley.

ODE
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O D E

OF
w I T.
£
TE L L me, ob tell! what kind of Thing

s WIT,

Thon who Mafter art of it 5
For the firlt Matter loves Variety lcfss
Lefs Women love't, either in Love or Drefs.

A thoufand diff rent Shapes it bears,

Comely in thoufand Shapes appears s
Tonder we fuw it plain, and here 'tis now,
Like Spirits in a Place, we know not how.

e

London, that vents of falfe \Varcﬁ much
Store,
In no Ware deceives us more s
For Men, led by the Colour, and the Shape,
LikeZeuxis’ Bitd, fly to the painted Grape.
Some things dothrough our Judgment 245,
As through a Multiplying Glals:
And fometimes, if the Objc&t be too far,
We take a falling Mcteor for & Star.

111. Hence
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8
Hence'tisa Wit,that greatefp Word of Fame,
Grows fich a common Name ;
And Wits, by our Creation, they become,
Fuft fo as Titlar Bifhops made at Rome.
"Tis not a Tale, tis not 4 Jett,
Admird with Laughter at ¢ Fra 5
Nor florid Talk which can that Title gain
The Proofs of Wit Jor ever muft remain.
Iv.
*Tis not to force Jome Lifelefs Verfes meet,
With their five gouty Feer.
Al ev'ry where, like Man’s, muf? be the Soul,
And Reafon the inferior Pow’rs coptroul.
Stuch were the Numbers which could call
The Stones into the Theban Wall.
Such Miracles are ceas'd, and now we fee
No Towns or Houfes rais'd by Poctry.

Yo
2t ’tis not to adorn, and gild each Part,

That frews more Coft than Art.

Jewels az Nofe, and Lips, but ill appear s
Ratherthan all Things W it, let none be there.

Several Lights will not be Jeen,

If there be nothing elfe between.
Mendoube, becaufethey fland /Jothick i'th’ Sky,
If thefe be Stars which paint the Galaxy.

VIS
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VI
"Tis not when two like Words make up one
Noifes
Fefts for Dutch Men, and Englifh Boys.
In which,who finds ot Wic, the fame may fée
s, and Acroftiques Poctry.
lefs can that have any Place,
'h a Nirgin hides her Face ;
e Ficemmuf? purge away s "Tis juft
thor bluth, zherewherethe Reader muft.

VIL
"Tis not fuch Lines as almoft crack the Stage,
When Bajazet begins to rages
Not @ tall Mctaphor 7z ¢t/ bombaft Way,
Nor the dry Chips of fhort-lung'd Sencca.
Nor upon all Things to obtrude,
And force fome odd Similitude.
What is it then, which like the Pow’r Divine,
We only can by Negatives define?

VIIL

In a true Piece of Wit, all Things muf? be,
Yet all Things there agree ;
As inthe Ak, join'd without Force or Strife,
All Creatures dwelt s all Creatures that bhad
Life.
Or as the primitive Forms of all,
(If we compare great Things with fmall)
Which
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Which without Difcord or Confufion /e,
In the ftrange Mirtor of the Deity.

IX.

ButLove, that moulds one Man up out of two,
DMakes me forget, and injure you.
I took You for Myfelf, fure when I thought
That You i any thing were to be taught.
Correct my Error with thy Pen,
And if any ask wme then,
What thing rightWit,and Height of Geniuszs,
I'l only fhew your Lines, and fay, "Tis this.

The Spirit and Wit of this Ode are cxcel-
lents and yet it is evident, through the whole,
that Mr. Cow/ley had no clear Idea of Wiz,
though at the fame time it fhizes in moft of
thefe Lines: There is little Merit in faying
what Wi T is wo#, which is the chief Part of
this Ode. Towards the End, he indeed at-
tempts to deferibe what 72 7s, but is quite
vague and perplex’d in his Defeription; and
at laft, inftead of colle@ing his fcatter'd Rays
into a Focus, and cxhibiting fuccin@ly the
clear Effence and Power of Wir, he drops
the whole with a trite Compliment.

The learned Dr. Barrow, in his Sermon
againfl foolifp Talking and Fefting, gives the
following profufe Defcription of Wir.

s But
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« But firt it may be demanded, What the
< Thing we fpeak of is? Or what the Face-
““ tioufnefs (or Wit as he calls it before) doth
import 2 To which Queftions I might reply,
<« g5 Democtitus did to him that asked the
<« Definition of a Man, "Tis that we all fee
and know. Any ome better apprehends
what it is by Acquaintance, than 1 can
 inform him by Defcription. It is indeed
“a Thing fo ver(atile and multiform, ap-
< pearing . [0 many Shapes, o many Po-
<« flures, [0 many Garbs, fo varioufly appres
« hended by feveral Eyes and fudgments,
« that it feemeth no lefs hard to fettle
« clear and certain Notion thereof, than to
“ make a Portrait of Proteus, or to define
< the Figure of the fleeting Air. Sometimes
< it lieth in pat Allufion to a known Story,
“ or in [eafonable Application of a trivial
« Saying, or in forging an appofite Tale :
<« Sometimes it playethin Words and Phrafes,
“ taking Advantage from the Ambiguity of
<« their Senfe, or the Affinity of their Sound :
< Sometimes it is wrapp'd in a Drefs of
« humorous Expreffion: Sometimes it lurk-
“ eth under an odd Similitude : Sometimes
< it is lodged in a fly Queflion, in 4 finart
«“ Anfwer, in a quirkyh Reafon, in a [irew
« Intimation, in cunningly diverting, or
“ cleverly retorting an Objection: Some-

€ times
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“ times it is couched in a bold Stheme of
< Speech, in a tart Irony, in a lufty Hyper-
¢ bole, ina flartling Metaphor, in a planfi-
“ ble Reconciling of Contradictions, or in
“ acute Nonfenfe s - Sometimes a [tenical
““ Reprefentation of Perfons or Things, a
“ counterfeit Speech, a mimical Look or
“ Gefture paffeth for it.  Sometimes. an
“ affected Simplicity, (ometimes a prefump-
“ tuous Bluntnefs giveth it Being. - Some-
“ times it rifeth from a lucky Hitting upoin
s what is Sz‘mﬂge 5 fJometimes from acrafty
“ wrefting obvions Matter to the Purpofe.
¢ Often st confifteth in one knows not what,
“ and [pringeth up one can hardly tell how.
< Its ways are unaccountable, and inexpli-
< cable, being anfiwerable to the numberlefs
¢ Rovings of Fancy, and Windings of Lan-
< guage. It is, in fort, a Manner of Speak-
“ang out of the fimple and plain Way ( fuch
< as Reafon teacheth, and proveth Thing's
“ by) which by a presty, furprizing Un-
<« couthnefs in Conceit or Expreffion, doth
< affect and amufe the Fancy, flirring in it
< fome Wonder, and breeding [ome Delight
< thereto. It raifeth Admiration, as [igni-
< fring a nimble Sagacity of Apprehenfion,
g [pecial Belicity of Invention, a¥Vivaci-
1y of Spirit, and Reach of Wit, more
“ than vulgar s it feeming to argue a rare

« Quicknefs

o
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 Quicknefs of Parts, that one can fetch
“ sn remote Conceits applicable s a notable
<« Skill that be can dextroufly accommodate
 them to'the Purpofe before hims together
“ with a lively Briskne(s of Humour, not
“ apt to damp thofe [portful Flafres of Ima-
< gination. ( Whence in Ariftotle fuch Per-
< Jons are termed imdidio, dexterous Men,
“ and €vgomor, Men' of facile or werfatile
“ Manners, who ean eafily turn themfelves
¢ to all Things, or turn all Things to them-
« felves.) It alfo procureth Delight, by
<« gratifying Curiofity with its Rarenefs,
< or Semblance of ‘Difficulty. (As Mon-
< fiers, mot for their Beauty, but their Ra-
“ ritys as jugeling Tricks, not for their
“ Uﬁ, butjrﬁfir %ﬁﬂmﬁwe/s, a{:' beheld
“ with Pleafures) by diverting the Mind
< from its Road of [erious Thoughts, by in-
i ﬁillz’nf Guaiety, and Airinefs of Spirits by
« provoking to fuch Difpofition of Spirit in
“ Way of Emulation, or Complaifance s and
“ by feafoning Matters otherwife diffaffeful
“ or infipid, with an unufual and thence
« grateful Tange.”

Tuis Defcription, it is eafy to perceive;
muft have coft the Author of it a great deal
of Labour. It is a very full Specimen of that
Talent of entircly exbanfling a Subjed, for

b which
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which Dr. Barrow was remarkable; and if
the Point. was, to exhibit all the various
Forms and Appearances, not of Wit only,
but of Raillery, Satire, Sarcafms, and of
every Kind of Poignancy and Pleafantry of
Sentiment, and Expreflion, he feems to have
perfetly fucceeded; there being perhaps no
Varicty, in all the Extent of thefe Subjes,
which he has not prefented to View in this
Defeription.—— But he does not pretend to
give any Definition of Wiz, intimating ra-
ther that it 15 quite impoflible to be given:
And indeed from his Defcription of it, as a
Proteus, appearing in numberlefs various Co-
lours, and Forms; and from his miftaking,
and prefenting for Wir, other different Mix-
tures and Subftances, it is evident that his Idea
of it was quite confufed and uncertain: It is
true, he has difcovered a vaft Scope of Ferti-
lity of Genius, and an uncommon Power of
colleting together a Multitude of Objeéts
upon any Occafion, but he has here abfolutely
miftaken his Works for inftead of exhibiting
the Properties of Wrrin a clearer Light, and
confuting the fa/fe Claims which are made
to it, he has made it his whole Bufinefs to
perplex it the more, by introducing, from
all Corners, a monfirous Troop of new un-
expeGted Pretenders.

Dryden,
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Dryden, in the Preface to his Opera, en-
titled, The State of Innocence, ot Fall of
Man, gives the following Decree upon WrT.
« The Definition of Wir, (which has been
“ [0 often attempted, and ever unfucce(s-
«fully by many Poets) is only this: That
“ 5t is a Propricty of Thoughts and Wordss
¢ or in other Terms, Thoughts and Words
« clegantly adapted to the Subject.”

If Mr. Dryden imagined, that he had fuc-
ceeded himfelf in this Definition, he was ex-
tremely miftaken ; for nothing can be more
diftant from the Properties of WiT, than
thofc he defcribes.  He difcovers no Ideaof
the Surprize, and Brilliancy of W1t, or of
the fudden Light thrown upon a Subject.
Inftead of once pointing at thefe, he only de-
fcribes the Properties of clear Reafoning,
which are @ Propriety of Thoughts and
Words 5 — Whereas Wit, in its fudden
Flafies, makes no Pretenfion to Reafining s
but is perceived in the pleafant Surprize
which it ftarts, and in the Light darted
upon a Subjed, which inftantly vanifhes again,
without abiding a ftri& Examination.

The other Definition he gives, which is,
Thoughts and Words elegantly adapted to
the Sitbject, is very different trom the for-
mer; ‘but equally unhappy. -

ba Fer
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For Propriety, in Thoughts and Words,
confifts in exhibiting tlmri;ertim’nt Ideas,
in precifé and per/picuous Words.

Whereas ELEGANCE confifts in the compt,
well pruned and fuccintt Turn of a Subject.

The Objeét of the Firftis ta be clear, and
perfpicuonss whence.it often appears, in pur-
fuit of thefe, not compt ox fuccinét: Where-
as the Effence of ELEGANGE is to be compr
and fucciné?, for the Sake of which Orna.
ments it often negleéts Perfpicuity,and Clear-
#efs. — In fhort, a Propriety of Thoughts
and Words, may fubfift without any Elegance;;
as an Elegance of Thoughts and Words may
appear without a perfeét Propriety.

The lalt Definition, as it is thus very differ-
ent from the former, isalfo cqually unhappy ;
For ELEGANCE is no effential Property of
Wir.  Pure Wir refulting {olely from the
guick Elucidation of one Subjedt, by the fud-
den Arrangement, and Comparifon of it, with
another Subje@.---If the two Objedts arranged
together arc elegant, and polite, there will
then be fupcradded to the Wir, an Elegance
and Politenefs of Sentiment, which will ren-
der the Wir'more amiable. But if the Objects
are wulgar, obfeene, or deformed, provided
the firft be elucidared, in a lively Manner, by,
the fudden Arrangement of it with the fecond,
there will be equally Wir; though the In-

: delicacy

g |
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delicacy of Sentiment attending it, will
render fuch Wir fhocking and abominable,

It is with the higheft Refpedt for the grear
Mr. Locke, that 1 deliver his Sentiments
upon this Subjet.

“ And hence, perbaps, may be given
“ fome Reafon 0fp that _common Obferva-
* tion, that Men who have a great deal of
“ Wit, and prompt Memories, have not
“ always the cleareft Judgment, or deepeft
“ Reafon: For Wit lying mofft in the Af:
« [emblage of Ydcas, and putting thofe to-
“ gether with  Quicknefs and Variety,
 wherein can be found any Affemblance or
¢ Congruity, thereby to make up pleafant
 Pictures, and agreeable Vifions in the
 Fancy. Judgment, on the contrary, lies
“ quite on the other fide ; in Jeparating care-
¥ fully one from amother, “ldeas, wherein
“ can be found the leaff Difference, thereby
1o avord being mifled by Similitude, and
“ by Affinity ta take one thing for another.
“ This is a Way of proceed quite con-
 trary to Metaphor and dllu/;é;n; wherein
* for the moff Part, lies that Eutertain-
“ ment and_Pleafantry of Wit, which
“ Jirikes [o lively on the Fancy, and there-
«“ Jore is acceptable to all Peaple, becaufe
“ its Beauty appears ar firft Sight, and
“ there is required no Lakbour of Thoughts

“ tq
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“ to examine what Truth, or Reafon, there
“is in it. The Mind, without looking any
«¢ further, refls [atisfied with the Agree-
“ ablenefs_of the Pitture, and the Gaiety
 of the Fancy. dnd it is a kind of an
< Affront to go about to examine it by the
« fevere Rules of Truth, and Lood Reafon,
< whereby it appears, that it confifts in
< fomething that is not perfectly conform-
£ able to them.”

It is to be obferved that Mr. Locke has
here only occafionally, and paffantly, deli-
vered his Sentiments upon this Subje@; but
yet he has very happily explained the chief
Properties of Wirr. It was /75 Remark Firft,
that it lics for the moft Part in affembling
together with Quicknefs and Variety, Ob.
jeéts, which pofic(s an Affinity, ot Congraity,
with each other; which was the fir/# juft In-
tormation obtained by the literary World,
vpon this Subjedt.

45 to what he adds, That the Intention,
and Lffeds, of this Affemblage of fimilar
Objedts, is tomake up pleafant Pictures, and
agreeable Vifions in the Fancy, it is, as I
humbly apprehend, not quite” perfect: For
the Bufinefs of this #femblage is not merely
to raife. pleafant PiCtures in the Fancy, but
alfo to enlighten thereby the original Sub-
je&t.—This is cvident; becaufe in fuch Af

Jemblages,
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Jemblages, the only Foundation upon which
the new Subject is fuddenly introduced, js
the Affinity, and conlequently the I/uflra-
tion, it bears to the fir/t Subje@t.— The In~
troduction of pleafant Piftures and Vifions,
which prefent not a new Illuftration, and
Light, to the original Subjeéis, being rather
wild Sallies of FVZvacity, than well-aimed,
appofite Strokes of Wirr.

It is Mr. Locke’s Conclufion, at laft, That
Wir confifts in fomething that is not per-
Jeitly conformable to Truth, and good Rea-
Jom.—This is a Problem of fome Curiofity;
and I apprehend Mr. Locke’s Determination
upon it to be right:——For the Direion of
Wir is abfolutcly different from the Dj-
rection of TrutH and Goop REason; It
being the Aim of Wit to firike the Ima-
ginations of TrutH and Goop REASON, to
convince the Fudgment : From thence they
can never be perfeitly coincident.

It is however true, that there may be In-
ftances of Wir, whercin the Agreement be-
tween the two Objects fhall be abfolutely
Juft, and perceived to be fuch at the firft
Glance. Such Inftances of Wir, will be
then alfo Se/fevident Truths.  They will
both agrec in their obvious, and quick Per-
Jpieuitys but will be ftill different in this,
that the- Effort of the Oze is to firike the

Fancy




swi INTRODUCTION.
Fancy, whereas the Other is wholly cxerted
in gratifying the Fudgment.

The Sentiments of Mr. Addifon upon
W T, are profefledly delivered in the Speéta-
tor N°. 62. annexcd to the following £/ffay.
He has there jutly commended Mr. Locke’s
Defcription of Wir; but what he adds, by
Way of Explanation to it, that the Affem-
blage of 1deas muft be fuch as fhall give De-
light, and Surprize, is not true, in regard
to the Former, Delight being no effential
Propetty of Wirs for if the original Subjeét,
be unpleafant, or deformed, the fudden un«
expeéed Arrangement of a fimilar Objet
with it, may give us Surprize, and be indif-
putably Wrr, and yet be far from creating
any Delight.

This Gentleman has alfo given the follow-
ing Example, in order to illuftrate the Ne=
ceflity there is, that Surprizefhould be always
an Attendant upon Wir. < When a Poev
<« tells us, the Bofom of his Mifirefs is as
« qhite as Snow, there is no Wit in the
« Comparifons bur when he adds, with &
« Sigh, thatit as cold teo, it then grows to
« Wit.”—To compare a Gitl's Bofom to
Snow for its Whitenefs, 1 apprehend to be
Wir, notwithftanding the Authority of fo
great 2 Writer to the contrary.  For thete is
a Luffre refulting from the matural aud

3 Jplendid
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Jplendid Agreement between thefe Objetts,
which will a/ways produce Wit; fuch, as
cannot be deftroyed, though it will quickly
be rendered zrite, by frequent Repetition.

This Problem, How far SURPRIZE is, or
is not, neceffary to Wiz, 1 humbly appre-
hend, may be thus folved. In Subjetts
which have a natural and [plendid Agree-
ment, there will always be Wit upon their
Arrangement together 5 though when it be-
comes #rite, and not accompanicd with Su7-
prize, the Luftre will be much faded 5 —
But where the Agreement is. forced and
ftrained, Novelty and Surprize are abfolute-
ly neceffary to ufher it in; An unexpeéted
Affemblage of this Sor, firiking our Fancy,
and being gaily admitted at firft to be Wit
which upon frequent Repetition, the Fude-
ment will have examincd, and rife up againft
it wherever it appcars;—So that in fhort,
in Inftances where the Jgreement is firained
and defective, which indeed arc abundantly
the moft general, Surprize is a neceffary
Paffport to W1t ; but Surprize is not neceks
fary to Wrr, where the Agreement between
the two Subjc@s is natural and [plendid;
though in thefe Inftances it greatly heightens

the Brillancy.
The fubfequent Remark of Mr. Addifon,
That the Poet, after faying his Miftre[s's
c Bofom
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Bofom is as white as Snow, frould add,
with a Sigh, that it is as cold too, in order
that it may grow to Wir, is 1 fear, very
incorre&. For as to the Szgl.z, it avails not
a Rufhs and this Addition will be found to
be oaly anew Stroke of Wir, equally zrste,
and lefs perfec, and natural, than the former
Comparifon.

Itmay alfo be obferved, That Mr. Addi-
fonhasomitted the Elucidation of the original
Subjet, which is the grand Excellence of
Wir. Nor has he preferibed any Limits
to the Subjecls, which are to be arranged to-
gether s without which the Refulr | will
be frequently the SUBLIME or BURLESQUE 3
In which, itistruc, Wit often appears, but
taking thcir whole Compofitions together,
they are different Subftances, and ufually
ranked in different Claffes.

All that Mr. Comgreve has delivered
upon Wir, as far as [ know, appears in
his E/fzy upon HuMouR, anncxed to this
Treatife. He there fays, “ 7o define Hu-
“ MOUR, perhaps, were as difficult, astode-
<« fine Wit 5 for, ltke that, it is of infinite
« Variety.”—Again, he afterwards adds,
< But though we cannot certainly tell what
« Wit is, or what HUMOUR is, yet we may
“ o near to fhew fomething, which is not
“ Wi, or not HUMOUR, and yet often

, <« miftaken
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“ miftaken for both.” In this Bffay,
wherein he particalarly confiders Hu MoUR,
and the Difference between zhis, and Wi,
he may be expeéted to have delivered his
beft Sentiments upon both: But thefe Words,
which I have quoted, feem to be as import-
ant and precife, as any which he has
offered upon the Subjeét of Wir. Asfuch,
1 prefent them, without any Remarks, to
my Reader, who, if he only goes near to be
edified by them, will difcover a great Share
of Sagacity.

The Sentiments of thefe eminent Writers
upon Wi, having thus been exhibited, 1
comic next to the Subje& of Humour. - This
has been defined by fome, in the following
Manner, with great Perpicnity. —HUMOUR
is the genuine Wit of Comedies,—which
has afforded vaft Satisfation to many
Connoiffures in the Belles Lettress cipecially
as Wit has been fuppofed to be incapable of
any Definition.

This Subje@ has allo been particularly
confidered by the Spectator N°. 35. inferted
at the End of the following Effay. Mr.
Addifon therein gravely remarks, that Ir
< is indeed much eafier to defcribe what is
<« pot HuMOUR, than what it iss” which,
1 humbly apprehend, is no very important
Picce of Information, — He adds, ¢ And

€2 s wery.
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< wery difficult to define it otherwife, thanas
« Cowly has done Wrr, by Negatives
This Notion of degning a Subje@ by Nega-
tives, isa favourite Crozchet, and may perhaps
be affumed upon other Occafions by future
Writers: I hope therefore I thall be pardon-
ed, if I offer a proper Explanation of fo
good a Conceit ;——To declare then, That
@ Subject is only to be DEFINED by NEGa-
TIVES, is to cloath it in a refpeifable Drefs
of Darknefs. _And about as much as to fay,
That it is a Knight of tenebrofe Virtues s
or a ferene Prince, of the Blood of Occulr
Lualities.

Mr. 4ddifon proceeds, « Were I to give
“ my own Notions of Humour, I fhould
“ deliver them after Plato’s Manner, in a
« Kind of Allegorys and by fuppofing Hu-
“ MOUR to be a Perfon, deduce to bim,
“ all his Qualifications, according 1o the
“ following Genealogy: TrUTH was the
“ Founder of the Family, aud the Father
“ of Goob SENSE; GOOD SENSE was the
¢ Father of Wi, whomarrieda Ladyof 4
“ collateral Line called Mirra, by whom
“he had Iffue Humour.”—It is very
unfortunate for this 4/legorical Defcription,
that there is not one Word of it juft: For
Truth, Goop sense, Wir, and MIrTH,
arc reprefented to be the immediate An-

G ceflors
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ceffors of Humour 5 whereas HUMOUR is
derived from the Fosbles, and ‘whimfical
Oddities of Perfons in real Life, which
flow rather from their Inconfiffencies, and
Weaknefs, than from Truta and Goon
SENSE 3 Nor is Wit any Anceffor of Hu-
MOUR, but of a quite different Family; it
being notorious that much HumouRr may be
drawn from the Mannets of Dutchmen, and
of the moft formal and dull Perfons, who
arcyct never guilty of Wit. Again, MirTH
is not fo properly the Parent of HuMOUR, as
the Offspring.—In fhort, this whole Ge-
nealogy is a mubilous Piece of . Conceit,
inftead of being any Elucidation of HuMoUR,
It is a formal Mecthod of trifling, introduced
under adeep Oftentation of Learning, which
deferves the fevereft Rebuke. —DBut I re-
ftrain my Pen, recolle@ting the Fifions of
Mirza, and heartily profefs my high Vene-
ration for their admirable Author.

The Effay upon HumoUR, ar the End of
this Treatife, written by Mr. Congreve, is
next to be confidered. It appears, that at
firft he profefles his abfolute Uncerrainty iy
regard to this Subje&; and fays, < #ecan-
“ mot certainly tell what Wit is, or what
¢ HumouR 7s.” Burt yer, through his whole
Picce, he negle@s the Subje& of Humour
in general, ‘and only difcourfes upon the

HuMOUR,
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Humour, by which he means barely the
Difpofition, of Perfons: This may particular-
ly appear from the following Words. < 4
“ Man may change bis Opinion, but I be-
« lieve he will find it a Difficulty to part
“ with his HoMOUR s and there is nothin,
« more provoking than the being ma£
« fenfible of that Difficulty. Sometimes
“ e [ball meet with thofe, who perbaps
< indifferently enough, but at the [ame
< time impertinently, will ask the Queftion,
“ WHY ARE YOU NOT MERRY! WHY ARE
“ YOU NOT GAY, PLEASANT, AND CHEAR-
«“ vur? Then inflead of anfwering, could
« Iask fuch aPerfon, WHY AREYOU NOT
“ HANDSOME? WHY HAVE YOU NOT BLACK
“ EYESs, AND A BETTER COMPLEXION? Nag-
“ ture abhors to be forced.

« The two famous Philofophers of Ephe-
« fus and Abdera, have their different Sects
“ at this Day.  Some weep, and others
 laugh at one and the fume Thing.

<« 1don't doubt but you have objerved fe-
« weral Men laugh when they are angrys
< others, who are filent 5 [ome that arelouds
< yet I cannot fuppofe that it is the Paffion
“ of ANGER, which is in itfelf different,
“ or more or lefs in one than tother, but
“ that it is the HUMOUR of the Man that is

& predominant, and wurges him to expre[s it
; Gy
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“in that Manner. Demonfirations of
¢ PLEASURE, are as various: One Man has
“ aHumouR of retiring from all Company,
¢ when any thing has happened to pleafe
< bim beyond Expectations he bugs himfelf
< alone, and thinks it an Addition to the
“ Pleafure to keep it a Secret, &c.” All
which, I apprehend, is no more than faying,
That there are different Difpofitions in dif-
ferent Perfons.

In another Place, he feems to underftand
by Humour, not only the Dj/pofition, but
the Tare of the Nerves, of a Perfon, thus,
“ Suppofe MOROSE to be a Man naturally
“ [plenetic, and melancholy; is there any
< thing more offenfive to one of futch a D1s-
“ posiTIoN (where he ufes the Word inftead
< of Humour) than Noife and Clamour?
< Let any Man that has the Spleen {and
““there are enough in England) be Fudge.
“ We [ee common Examples of this Hu-
“ MouRr in little every Day. “Tis ten to
““ one, but three Parts. in four of the Com-
« pamy you dine with, are difcompofed, and
<« flarted at the cutting of a Cork, or
< feratching of a Plate with a Knifes it is
““ a Proportion of the fame HUMOUR, that
“ makes fuch, or any other Nojfe, offen-
<« fivetothe Perfonthat hears its for there
 are others who will not be difurbed ar zz/l

o
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“ by i At this Rate cvery Weaknefs
of Nerves, or Particularity of Conftitution,
is HuMoUR.

It is true, he juftly points out in another
Place the different Sentiments, which ought
to be adapted to different Charaéters in Co-
medy, according to their different Difpofi-
tions, or, as he phrafes it, Humours: As
for Inftance, he very rightly obferves, That
a Charaller of a fplenetic and peevifh Hu-
MOUR, fhould have a fatirical Wms ol
Jolly and. [anguine Husour fhould have a
Jacetious Wit. — But ftill this is no De-
{cription of what is well felt, and known,
by the gencral Name of HuMOUR.

However, as what I have already quoted,
may appear to be only his loofer Explana-
tions, it will be ncceflary to deliver: his
more clofed and collected Sentiments upon
this Subject.  Thefc he gives in the follow-
ing Words, ¢ Ifhould be unwilling to ven-
“ ture, even in a bare Defeription of Hu-
mour, much more to make a Definition
of it; but now my Hand is in, 1 will tell
you what ferves me inftead of eithér. I
“ take it to be, A fingular and unavoidable
“ Manner of doing or faying any thing, pe-
culiar and natural to one Man only, by
« which his Speech and Aétons are diftin-
« guified from thofe of other Men.”—This
Defcription

<«
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Defcription is very little applicable to Hu-
MOUR, but tolerably well adapted to other
Subjetts.—Thus, a Perfon, who is happy in
a particular Grace, which accompanies all
his Actions, may be faid to poflefs a [ingular
and unavoidable Manner of doing or Jaying
any thing, peculiar and natural to him only,
by which his Speech and Aétions are diftin-
guifbed from tho[e of other Men. And the
fame may be faid of a Perfon of a peculiar
Vivacity, Heavinefs, ot Awkwardnefs.—
In fhort, this Defcription is {uited to any Par-
ticularity of a Perfon in general, inftead of
being adapted to the Foibles and whimfical
Oddities of Perfons, which alone conflitute
HuMouR.

Thefe are the only Picces upon Wir, and
Humobr, which have fallen within my
Knowledge s 1 have here fairly delivered
them at length and from the Refpedt which
is due to fuch cminent Writers, have di-
finétly and deliberately examined the Merit
of cach. — As to my own Performance,
which is now fubmitted to the Public, I have
to wifh, that it may gain a candid and frict
Examination. It has been my Endcavour to
aive Definitions of the Subjedts, upon which
1 have treated 5 A Planthe moft difficult of
all others to be cxecuted by an Author 5 But
fuch an onc, as [ apprehend, deferyes to be

d more
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more generally introduced, and cftablifhed,
If once it was expeted by the Public, that
Authors fhould firictly define their Sub-
jebts, it would inftantly checque an In-
undation of Scribbling. The defultory Man-
ner of Writing would be abfolutely ex-
ploded; and Aecuracy and Precifion would
be neceffarily introduced upon every Sub-
ject.

This is the Method purfued in Subjeéts of
Philofophy 5 Without clear and precife De-
Jonitions fuch noble Advances could never
have been made in thofe Sciences; And it
is by the Afliftance of thef¢ only, that Sub-
jetts of Polite Literature, can cver be en-
lightened and embellifhed with juft Orna-
ments.  If Definitions had been conftantly
exatted from Authors there would not have
appeared one hundreth Part of the prefent
Books, and yet every Subjedt had been berter
afcertained.—Nor will this Method, as fome
may imagine, be encumbered with Stiffnefs;
On the contrary, in #lufirating the Truth of
Definitions, there is a full Scope of the ut-
moft Genius, Imagination, and Spirit of
a Writer 5 and a Work upon this Plan
isadorned with the higheft Charms appear-
ing with Propriety, Clearnefs, and Cop-
viction, as well as Beauty.

It
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It is true, that the Difficultics,” which
attend an able Execution of this Method,
are not open to a carcles Eye; And it is
fome Mortification to an Author upon this
Plan, that his greatelt Merst is likely to lie
concealed 5 A Definition, ot Diftinition,
which after much Atrention and Time he has
happily delivered with Brevizy and Clearnefs,
appearing hereby quite obvious, to others,
and what they cannot imagine could require
Pains to difcover.

As to the Examples, by which I have
illuftrated the Definition of Wit, they are
common and grite; but are the beft, which
Icould find upon deliberate Enquiry. Many
Modern inftances of ##7¢, which left very
lively Impreflions upon me, when 1 heard
them, appecaring upon Re-examination to be
quite ftrained and defective. Thefc, which
1 have given, as they arc thus trite, arc
not defigned in themfelves for any Enter-
tainment to the Reader; but being various,
and diftant from each other, they very pro-
perly ferve to explain the Trath, and Ex-
tent of the Definition.

The Chara&er of an Humourist, Iex-
pe&, will be ftrange to moft of my Readers;
and if no Gentleman is acquainted with a
Perfon of this Cafl, it muft pafs for a Mon-

d 2 Srer
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fler of my own Creation ; As to the
Charadter of Sir fohn Falffaff, it is chicfly
extralted from Shakefpear, in his 1ft Part
of King Henry the IVth ;5 But fo far as Sir
Fobn in Shakjpear's Defexiption, finks into
4 Cheat o1 a Scoundyel, upon any Occafion,
he is different from that Falfaff, whois de-
figned in the following Effzy, and is catirely
an amiable Chara&er,

It is obvious, that the Appearance, which
Falfiaff makes, in the unfinifhed Play of The
Merry Wives of Windfor, is in general
greatly below his true Chara&er, His Im-
prifonment and Death in the latter Part of
King Henry the I¥th, feem alfo tohave been
written by Shakefpear in Compliance with
the Auflersty of the Times; and in order to
avoid the Imputation of encouraging Id/e-
#e¢fs and mirthful Riof by too amiable and
happy an Example,

The Criticifm, which I have made, upon
Horace's Narrative of his Adventure with
an Impertinent Fellow, 1 offer with Re-
fpe&t ; And beg lcave to obferve that the
chief Part which I objeét to, is the Pro-
priety of his introducing himfelf in fo ridi-
culous a Plight ;

— Dum
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———— Dum fudor ad imos
Manaret Talos ;
And
Demitto Auriculas, wut inique mentis
Acellus
Cum gravius dorfo fubiit onus.

And other Reprefentations of the fame fort,
feem to place Horace in a very mean and
ludicrous Light 5 which it is probable he
never apprehended in the full Courfe of ex-
pofing his Companion s—Befides, the Con-
du@ of his Adverfary is in feveral Places,
exceflively, and, as it may be conftrucd, de-
ﬁgned{y, infolent and contemptuous ; ‘and as
no Merit or Importance belongs to this Per-
fon, therc appears no Reafon why Horace
fhould endure fuch Treatments or, if the
other was too powerful for him, it is not
an Adventure of Honour ; or what Horace
thould chufe to expofe to the World in this
manncr, with all the Particulars of his own
defpicable Diftrefs.

However, the Mirth which refults from
this Narrative, as it now ftands, is perhaps
rather the fronger at firk, by the full Ri-
dicule which lics againft Horace, and his
Adverfary s —But, upon Refle@tion, there
ariles a Ditguft, at the Impropriety of Ho-

race’s
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race’s expofing his own Meannefs, as well
as at the naufeous Impudence of his Com-
panion.

As to uncommon Words, if any fuch ap-
pear in this Introduction, ot in the follow-
ing Effay, 1 hope they want ncither Pro-
priety, Clearnefs, nox Strengths——~And if
the Length of this Picce to an Efa fo
Srort fhall happen at fitk to diffurb any
Critic, 1 beg leave to inform him, that all,
which can be fairly colle@ted from it, is
only, that it may have coft me the more
Trouble But upon mentioning the
Length of this Picce, what behoves me the
moft, is, to return my Thanks to two Gen-
tlemen, who fuffcred me to read to them
the whole, as it was gradually written;
And by whofe judicious and friendly In-
ftrutions in the Courfe of ir, my own
Imagination was often prevented from run-
ning into Riots.

However, 1 am far from imagining, that
1 have always been reduced within juft
Bounds; And now feel a fufficient Share of
Concern and Anxiety, for the Fate of this
Work; —Yet, I humbly apprehend, that
this muft frecly be allowed me, that 1 have
not ‘been a Plagiarys But have conftantly
delivered my own eorzginal Sentiments, with-
out purloining or disfiguring the T hought?

o
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of others; An Honefly, which, 1 hope, is
laudable in an Author ; And as I have not
Solen, neither haye I concealed, the Mersy
of other Writers.

It will alfo be found, as humbly appre-
hend, that 1 have never Jimnned the “Sub.
je& : I mention this particularly, becaufe it
is the Praftice of many cminent Writers,
after much curvetting and Prauncing, fud-
denly to wheel, and retire, when they are
expected to make their moft full Attack.—
Thele Gentlemen, it js true, very happily
avoid @anger, and advanee and retreat in
excellent Order - But, with their Leave, I
muft obferve thar they never do any Exe-
cution; For Subje@s, which have not been
furveyed, and laid open, arc like fortified
Places ; ‘and it is the Bufines of a Whiter,
as well as of 3 Soldier, to make an At-
tack s — This Has been the Condu I have
held in the following Effay; and however
I may be frartered upon any Occafion, I
hope it will appear (if I may be allowed
the Expreflion) that I haye fairly charged
the Subjeds,

Having offered thefe Circumftances in my
Favour, I muft frankly acknowledge, that T
am not able to plead any Hurry or Precipi-
Zangy in the publifhing of this Work, “in
Exeufe of its Errors; Though I clearly un-

derftand
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derftand, that by making this ‘Difcovery, 1
abfolutely deprive myfelf of the moft gens:
1eel and fabionable Screen now ufed by Au-
thors;—But 1 imagined, that it became me
to fpare no Labour or Attention upon 2
Work, which I {hould prefume to offer to
the World; Happening to eftcem this Care
and Concern, a Refpect due to the Public,
and the proper Specics of Humility and Mo-
defty in an Author.
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Wit, Humour, Raillery,&’.

I'T is the LusTRE refulting from
the quick EructpaTion of one
Subject, by ajoft and unexpected

ARRANGEMENT. of it with an-
other Subject.

This Definition of Wi will more clearly
appear by a fhort Explanation.

Tt is the Province of Wit to elucidate,
or enlighten a Subje, not by reafoning upon
that Subjec, but by a juft and unexpected
TIntroduction of another fimilar, or oppofite
Subject; whereby, upon their Arrangement
together, the original Subject may be et of,
and more clearly enlighter’d, by their obvious
Comparifon.

1t may be proper, for the fake of Diftin-
@ion, to call the Subject, which is the Baﬁ;

B an




and Ground-work, the original Subjedt; and
that which is introduced, in order to ely-
cidate it, the auxiliary Subje.

That there be always an apparent Chain or
Connexion, or elfe an obvious Agreement or
Contraft, between the two Subjects, is abfo-
lutely requird, in order that the Auxiliary
one may be juftly introduced ; otherwife, in-
ftead of Wi, there will only appear a ram-
bling 7zvacity, in wild, unprovoked Sallies.

And yet every juft or natural Introduion
of an quxiliary Subje& will not produce Wi,
unlefs a new Luflre is refle@ted from thence
upon the original Subject.

It is further to be obferved, that the Intro-
duction of the auxiliary Subject ought not
only to be juft, but alfo unexpeited, which
are entirely confiftent together ; For as every
Subje bears various Relations and Oppofiti-
ons to other Subjects, it is evident that each
of thefe Relations and Oppofitions upon be-
ing exhibited, will be wrexpected to the Per-
fons, who did not perceive them before ; and
yet they are ju/! by Suppofition.

It is upon fuch unexpected Introduétions of
auxiliary Subjeéts, that we are ftruck with a
Surprize; from whence the high Brilliancy,
and Sparkling of Wi, refult.

Whereas Auxiliary Subje@s, introduced
upon fuch Occafions, as they have been fre-
quently exhibited before, are apt to fall dull,
and heavy upon the Fancy; and unlefs they
pofiefs
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pofiefs great natural Spirit, will excite no
{prightly Senfation,

It is alfo neceffary to obferve, that, in Wi,
the Subjects concern’d muft be ordinary and
level ; By which are intended, not fuch as are
common, but fuch as have no extraordinarily
exalted, or enlarged, Qualities; and are not
unfizeable in the particular Circumftances in
which they are compared to each other;——
otherwife it is eafy to perceive, that the Re-
fulc of their Arrangement will not be fo pro-
perly Wi, as either the SupLime, or Bur-
LESQUE.

To all this is to be added, that either Gal-
lantry, Raillery, Humour, Satire, Ridicule,
Sarcafins, or other Subjects, are generally
blended with Wit ; It has been for want of
this Difcovery, and of a proper Separation of
thefe Subjects, that the Attempts which have
hicherto been made to define Wi, have been
all involv’'d and overwhelm’d in Perplexity ;
For the different Mixtures of thefe foreign
Ingredients with Wrr, have difcover’d fuch
various and oppofite Colours and Subftances, as
were impoffible to be comprehended in one
certain fteady Definition; Whereas pure
Wi alone, conftantly appears in one uniform
Manner; which is, Iz the quick Elucidation
of one Subjeét, by unexpeQedly exhibiting its
Agreement or Contraft with another Subject.

It is proper in this Place, to diftinguith
between Wi, SimiLes, and METAPHORS.

B 2 SIMILES,
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*  Simivres, though they illufirate one Sub-
je&, by arranging it with another Subje, are
yet different from Wi, as they want its fud-
den and quick Elucidation.

Again ; In Wi, the Elucidation is thrown
only upon oze Point of a Subject; or if more
Points be elucidated, they are fo many diffe-
rent Strokes of Wit; Whereas every
SimiLe touches the Subject it #lufirates in fe-
weral Points.

It is from hence, that the Elucidation, as
before mention’d, arifing from a SimiLE, is
Slower than from Wit; But then it is gene-
rally more accurate and compleat ; — In fhort,
Wi, from its Quicknefs, exhibits more Bril-
liancy, But SimiLes poflefs greater Perfection.

A METAPHOR, is the Arrayment of one Sub-
jeét, with the Drefs, or Colour, or any Attri-
butes, of another Subject.

In WiT, the two Subjets are fuddenly
confronted with each other, and upon their
joint View, the original one is elucidated by
the obvious Agreement or Contraft of the auxi-
Jiary Subjec.

But MeTaPHOR goes further, and not con-
tent with arranging the two Subjes together,
and exhibiting from thence their Adgreement
or Contraft, it actually fnatches the Properties
of the auxiliary one, and fits them at once up-
on the original Subject.

It is evident from hence, that there may be
Wit without any METAPHOR ; But in every

juft
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juft METAPHOR there is Wir; The Agree-
‘ment of the two Subjecs being in 2 MEeTa-~
puoR more frictly and fenfibly prefented,

There is alfo this Difference between Wip
and METAPHOR, that in Wit the original
Subje& is enlighten’d, without altering its
Drefs ; whereas in METAPHOR the orsginal
Subject is cloathed in a zew Drefs, and ftruts
forwards at once with a different 447, and
with ftrange unexpected Ornaments.

It is from hence, that by METAPHOR a
more mafculine Air and Vigour is given to a
Subje&, than by Wit ; But it too often hap-
pens, that the METAPHOR is carried fo far,
as inftead of elucidating, to obfcure and disfi-
gure, the original Subjet.
~ To exhibit fome Examples of Wi,

1

Henry the IVth of France, intimating to
the Spanifb Ambaffador the Rapidity, wich
which he was able to over-run Izaly, told
him, that if once be mounted on Horféback, be
Jhould breakfaft at Milan, and dine at Napless
To which the Ambaffador added, Since your
Majefty travels at this rate, you may be at Ve-
Jpers in Sicily.

The Introducion of the Ve/pers at SiciLy
is here natural, and eafy ; as it feems only to
be carrying on his Majefty’s Journey at the
fame rate, and to compleat the Progrefs of
the Day ; But it ufhers at once into View the

Deftruction
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Deftruction of the French tpon a_fimilar Oc-
cafion, when they formerly over ran Sicivy,
and were all maffacred there at the tinging
of the Bell for Vefpers; —The fudden Intro-
duétion and Arrangement of this Cataftrophe,
with the Expedition then threaten’d, fets the
Iffuc of fuch a Conqueft in a new Light; And
very happily exhibits and e/ucidates the Refule
of fuch vain and reftlefs Adventures.

It may be obferved, that the quick Intro-
ducion and Arrangement of any former Con-
queft of Italy by the French, with the Expe-
dition' then threaten’d, would have exhibited
Wit ; whatever the Iffue had been of fuch
former Conqueft ; But in this Inftance, there
fits couched under the Wi, a very fevere
Rebuke upon the French Monarch.

' 2.

Alescander the VIth was very bufily que-~
ftioning the Ambaffador of Venice, Of whom
his Mafters held their Cuftoms and Preroga-
tives of the Sea? To which the Ambaffador
readily anfwer'd ; If your HoLiNgss will only
Pleafé to examine your Charter of St. PETER’s
Patrimony, you will find upon the Back of it,
the Grant made to the VENETIANS of the A-
DRIATIC.

The Authority of the Grant to the Veneti-
ans is in this Inftance the original Subject,
which is thus fuddenly e/ucidated to the Pope,
by arranging, and connecting it with the holy
Charter
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Charter of St. Peter's Patrimony 5 There is a
peculiar Happinefs in the Addrefs of this An-
fwer to the Pope, as he was obliged to receive
it as a fatisfactory Account of the Truth of
the Grant, and a clear Elucidation of its fa-
cred Authority.

In this Inftance, befides the Wit which
fhines forth, the Pope is feverely expos'd to
your Raillery, from the Scrape into which he
has brought the Charter of St. Peter’s Patri-
mony, by his Attack of the Ambaflador ; The
Jictitious Exiftence of both the Charter and
Grant being farcaftically pointed out, under
this refpectable Air of Authenticity.

3.

Upon the Reftoration Mr. /Zaller prefent-
ed a congratulatory Copy of Verfes to King
Charles; His Majefty, after reading them,
faid, Mr. Waller, thefé are very good, but
not fo fine as you made upon the PROTECTOR.—
To which Mr. Waller return’d, Your Ma-
J¢ty will pleafe to recollet, that we Poets al-
ways write beft upon FicTions.

The original Subje& in this Inftance is zfe
Juperior Excellence of Mr. WALLER’s Verfes
upon Cromwell ; This he moft happily excu-
fes, by ftarting at once, and arranging along
with them, the Remark, that Poets have al-
ways excell'd upon Fiction; whereby he un-
expectedly exhibits his more excellent Verfes to
Cromwell, as a plain Elucidation of the Jitti-

z tious
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gious Glory of the Protector; And intimates
at the fame time, that the Inferiority of his
prefent Performance was a natural Il/uftration
of hisMajefty’s real Glory;—Never was a deep
Reproach averted by a more happy Reply;
which comprehends both the higheft Com-
pliment to his Majefty, and a very firm poe-
tical Excufe of the different Performances.

4.

Zeonidas the Spartan General, when he
advanced near the Perfian Army, was told
by one of his own Captains, that their Ene-
mies were o numerous, it was impyffible to fee
the Sun for the Multitude of their Arrowss
To which he gallantly reply’d, We fball then
Bave the Pleafure of fighting in the Shade.

The vaft Cope of Perfian Arrows is here
the original Subject; which inftead of being
obferved by Leonidas with Terror, prefents to
his Fancy the pleafant Idea of a cool Canopy.
There is an Agreement and Affinity be-
tween the two Objects, in regard to the Shel-
ter from the Sun, which is at once obvious,
and  unexpeted; And the Cloud of the
Enemies Arrows is thus gaily elucidated, by
the Arrangement and Comparifon of it with
{o defirable an Object as a fbady Covering.

This Saying of the Spartan General has
been handed through many Ages to the pre-
fent Time; But the chief Part of the Plea-

fure it gives us, refults not fo much from the
Wit
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Wit it containg, as from the Gallantry, and
chearful Spirit, difcover'd in Danger, by Leo-
nidas,

5.

An Inftance of Wit in the Oppofition, 1
femember to have read fomewhere in the
Spectators; where Sir Roger de Coverley inti-
mating the Splendor which the perverfe Wi-
dow fhould have appear’d in, if fhe had
commenced Lady Coverley, fays:

That be would have given ber a Coalpit fo
have kept ber in clean Linnen: And that her
Finger fbould have {parkled with one bundrea
of bus richeft Acres.

The joint Introduction of thefe oppojire
Objects, as a Coalpiz with clean Linnen, and
dirty Aeres with the Luftre of a Sfewel, is
juft in this Inftance, as they really produce
each other in theit Confequences; The natu-
ral Oppofition between them, which is ftrongly
elucidated by their Arrangement together, and
at the fame time their unexpetted Connexion in
their Confequences, ftrike us with a Surprize,
which exhibits the Brilliancy and Sparkiing
of WiT.

There is alfo in this Inftance, befides the
Wi, a Spirit of Generofity, and Magnificence,
difcover’d by Sir Roger, from the known Va-
1ue of a Coalpit, and of fo many rich Aeres.

This Kind of Wir, refulting from the
fudden Arrangement together of two oppofite
Obje&ts, istarer, than that which is obtained

from
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from two fimilar Objec@s; It abounds with
a high Surprize, and Brilliancy ; and alfo
ftrongly clucidates the original Obje&, from
the Contrajt prefented between zhis, and the
auxiliary one; In the fame manner as White
is more clearly /e£ off; by being arranged with
Black.

It may be proper to obferve, that Wi,
befides being ftruck out by jufl, and direct In-
troductions of auxiliary “Subjects, is alfo
fometimes obtain’d by Tranfitions from one
Subject to another, by the Help of an
equivocal Word; which like a Bridge,
with two Roads meeting at the End of it,
leads to two different Places. Tranjitions, thus
made from the right Courfe, have indeed the
Pretence of being natural; but they ought
always to lead us to fomething brilliant or
poignant, in order to juftify their Deviation;
and not to end only at a ridiculous Pun, void
of all Spirit and Poignancy.

The Wi, in fuch Inftances, refults, as
in all others, from the quick Arrangement to-
gether of two Subje@ts; But that, which was
firft intended for the original one, is dropped;
And a new original Subjeét is ftarted, through
the double Meaning of a Word, and fuddenly
enlighten’d.

To give a ¢rite Inftance of this kind of Wi,

A PExRr coming out of the Houfe of Lords,
and wanting his Servant, called out, #kere’s
my Fellow? To which another Prer, who
ftood by him, returned, Faizh, my Lord, not
7z England. A Tranfition
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A Tranfition is here unexpeétedly made
from the Senfe intended in the Queftion to
another Point, through the double Meaning
of the word Fellow; it being obvious, that his
Lordfhip’s Servant is the Senfe of the Word
in the Queftion ; and what Perfon is 4ke to
his Lordihip, the Conftruéion put upon itin
the Anfwer: Thus a new original Subject is
ftarted, and being fuddenly arranged with all
that appear fimilar to it, is enlighten’d there-
by, being found to have no egual in Eng-
land.

However, though Wit may be zhus firuck
out, and alfo appears in the Contraft with
great Brilliancy, yer the higheft and moft per-
fe@ Inftances of it refult from the fudden and
direct Arrangement together of two Objeds,
which hold a perfpicuous and fplendid Agree-
‘ment with each other; It is then adorn’d with
the Charms of Propriety, Clearnefs and Il/u-
Siration; Tt difpels the Darknefs around an
Objed, and prefentsit ditin@ly and perfeitly
to our View; chearing us with its Lujire,
and at the fame time informing us with its
Light.

Thus, a Gentleman was obferving, that
there was fomewhat extremely pleafing in an
excellent Underftanding, when it appeared ina
beautiful Perfon ; To which another returned,
1t is like a fine Jewel well fer; You are here
pleafed with the Happinefs, Propriety, and
Bplendor of this 7ew Obje&, which finely

Cog elucidates
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elucidates the original Sentiment 3=~1In fhort,
it is the Excellence of Wir, to prefent the
firlt Image again to your mind, with new un-
expetted Clearnefs and Advantage.

It is alfo proper to add, that there may be
Wit ina Piéture, Landfcape, orin any Prof
pect, where a gay unexpected Affemblage of
fimilar, or oppofite Objets, is prefented.

JupcemenT, is the Faculty of difecerning
the warious Dimenfions, and Differences, of
Subjects.

InvenTION s the Faculty of finding out
new Afforements, and Combinations, of Ideas,

HumouRr #s any whimfical Oddity or Foi-
ble, appearing in the Temper or Conduct of @
Perfon iz real Life.

‘This whimfical Oddity of Condu&, which
generally arifes from the firange Caff, or
Turn of Mind of a gueer Perfon, may alfo re-
fulc from accidental Miftakes and Embarrafi~
ments between other Perfons; who being
mifled by a wrong Information and Sufpicion
in regard toa Circumftance, fhall a& towards
each other upon this Occafion, in the fame
odd whimfical manner, as queer Perfons.

If a Perfon in real Life, difcovers any odd
and remarkable Features of Temper or Con-
du@, I call fuch a Perfon in the Book of
Mankind, a Charaéter. So that the chief
Subjects of Humour are Perfons in real Life,
who are Characters,

It
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1t iseafy tobe perceived, that Humour,
and Wit are extremely different.

Hunmour appears only in the Foibles and

whimfical Conduét of Perfons in real Life;
Wit appears in Comparifins, either between
Perfons in real Life, or between other Sub-
jecls.
f Hywmounr isthe whimfical Oddity, or Foible,
which fairly appears in its Subject, of itfelf;
whereas W1, is the Luftre which is thrown
upon one Subje&, by the fudden Introdution
of another Subjed.

To conftitute Humougr, there need be na
more than oz¢ Objec concern’d, and this muft
be always fome Per/on in real Life ——whereas
to produce Wi, there muft be always zwo
Objects arranged together, and either or both
of thefe may be inanimate.

However, though Humour and Wit are
thus abfolutely different in themfelves, yet we
frequently fee them blended together.

Thus if any Foible of a Character in real
Life is direétly attacked, by pointing out the
unexpected and ridiculous Affinity it bears to
fome inanimate Circumftances, this Foible is
then ridiculed with Wi, from the Compari-
Jfon which is made.—~At the fame time, as the
whimfical Oddity of a Charaier in real Life is
the Ground of the whole, there is alfo Hu-
mour contain'd in the Attack.

If inftead of referring the Foible of a Per-
fon to any snanimate Circumftance, the A/~

: lufion
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Jufion had been made to any other ridiculous
Perfon in real Lifes As a conceited: Fellow,
perpetually recommending his own Whims,
to a Quack-Doétor ;= This Foible will then
be ridiculed with Humour ; which is like-
wife the original Ground : At the fame Time,
from the Comparifon which is made, there is
apparently Wit in the Defcription.

So that where-ever the Foible of a' Chara-
é&ler in real Life is concern’d, there Humour
comesin; and wherever a {prightlyunexpected
Arrangement is prefented of two fimilar, or op-
pofite Subjects, whether animate or inanimate,
there Wit is exhibited:

Humour and Wrr, as they may thus both
be united in the fame Subject, may alfo fepa-
rately appear without the leaft Mixture toge-
ther; thatis, there may be Humour withous
Wi, and Wit without Humour.

Thus, if in order to expofe the Fuible of a
Charaéler, areal Perfinis introduc’d, abound-
ing in this Foible, gravely perfifting in it, and
valuing himfelfupon the Meritof it with great
Self-fufficiency, and Difdain of others; this
Foiple is then folely ridiculed with Humour.

Again, if a gay unexpected Allufion is made
from one inanimate Objeét to another, or
from one Perfon in real Life to another,
withoutany Reference to their whimfical Od-
distie or Foibles; there Wit only appears.—
Various Inftances of which, independent of
Hymour, have been already exhibiced.
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A Man of Wrr is be, who is bappy in elu=
cidating any Subjec?, by a juft and unexpected
Arrangement and Comparifon of it with ano-.
ther Subject. 7

It may be alfo proper to defcribe a Man of
Humougr, and an HumourisT, which are
very different Perfons. .

A Man of HumouR is one, who can happily
exhibit a weak and ridiculous Charaer in real
Life, either by affuming it bimfelf, or reprefent-
ing another in it, [o naturally, that the whim-
fical Oddities, and Foibles, of that Character,
Jhall be palpably exposd.

Whereas an Humourist 75 a Perfon in real
Lifé, obflinately attached to fenfible peculiar
Oddities of his own genuine Growth, which ap-
pear in bis Temper and Conduct.

In thort, a Man of Humour is one, who
can happily exhibit and expofe the Oddities
and Foibles of an Humouriff, or of other
Charaéters.

The Features of an HumouRIsT being very
remarkable and fingular, feem juftly to de-
{erve an explicit Defcription. Itis then to be
obferv’d, that an Humourift, at the fame time
that he is guided in his Manners and Actions
by his own genuine original Fancy and Tem-
per, difdains all Offenzation; excepting that a-
lone of his Freedom and Independency, which he
is forward of fhewing upon every Occafion,
without Ceremony ; he is quite fuperior to
the Affectation of aVirtue or Accomplifhment,

which
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which he thinks does not belong to him
{corns all Imitation of others; and contemns
the reft of the World for being fervilely obe-
dient to Forms and Cuftoms ; difclaiming all
fuch Submiffion himfelf; and regulating his
Condu& in general by his own Conviétion,
The Humourift is forward upon many Oc=
cafions to deliver his Opinion, in a perem-
ptory Manner, and before he is defir’d ; but
he gives it fincerely, unbiafs’d by Fear or Re=
gard, and then leaves it to the Perfons con-
cern’d to determine for themfelves; For he is
more pleas’d in the Bottom to find his Opi-
nion flighted, and to fee the Condué of others
agreeable to that Syftem of Folly and Weak-
nefs, which he has eftablithed with himfelf;
to be the Courfe of their AQions—To viewa
rational Condu, even in purfuance of his
own Advice, would greatly difappoint him ;
and be a Contradiction to this Syffem he has
laid down ;~—Befides it would deprive him of
an Occafion of gratifying his Spleen, with
the Contempt of that Folly, which he efteems
to be natural to the reft of Mankind; For
he confiders himfelf in the World, like a /o=
ber Perfon in the Company of Men, who are
drunken or mad; He may advife them to
be calm, and toavoid hurting themfelves, but
he does not expect they will regard his Ad-
vice; On the contrary, he is more pleas’d
with obferving their Freaks and Extravagan-
cies.—It is from hence that he difcourages and
depre-
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depreciates all who pretend to Difiretion;
Perfons of this Temper not yielding him
Sport or Diverfion,

It is certain that the Humourift is exceflive-
ly proud, and yet without knowing or fu-
{pecting it. For from the Liberty which he
frankly allows to others, of rejecting his Opi-
nion, he is fully perfuaded, chat he is free
fromall Pride; But tho’ he aé&s in this Circum-
ftance without over-bearing, it has already
appear’d, not to be the Effect of his Humili-
ty, but of a different Motive; a Pleafure
which he takes in obferving the Extravagancies
of others, rather than their Difcretion. But
to demonftrate his Pride, befides the perem-
ptory Manner in which he delivers his Opi-
nion, and condu@s himfelf upon every Oc-
cafion, without any Deference to others,
there is this Circumftance againft him ; that
he is the moft ftung by a Defeat, upon any
Topic, of all Men living ; And although he
difregards Accufations of Roughnefs and Od-
dity, and rather efteems them to be merito-
rious; yet he will never admit, that he has
been fairly overthrown in a Debate.

It is odd to obferve how the Humourift is
affected by contemptuous Treatment. An
Infult of this Sort, which juftly excites the
Refentment of others, terrifies him: It fets him
upon fifpecting himfelf, and upon doubting
whether he be really that Perfon of fuperior
Senfe to the reft of the World, which he has

D long
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long fancied. The Apprehenfion, that lie
actually deferves the Contempt which is put
upon him, and that he is no more than one
of the common Herd, almoft diftra@s him;
And inftead of violently depreciating, or at-
tacking again, the Perfon who has contemn’d
him, he will inceflantly court his Favour
and good Opinion, as a Cordial he wants,
though without feeming to do fo. This is a
very extraordinary Weaknefs, and fuch as
the Humourift would be infinitely uneafy to
find ever obferv’d.

The Humourift, though he quickly efpies,
and contemns the Contradiétions of others, is
yet wilfully attach’d to feveral himfelf, which
he will fometimes perfue through a long
Courfe of his own Mortification. It may
be often obferv’d, that he will avoid the Com-~
pany he likes, for fear they fheuld think he
needs their Support. At the fame time,
if he happens to fall into Company, which
he tallies not with, inftead of avoiding this
Company, he will continually haunt them :
For he is anxious, left any Imputation of a
Defeat fhould ftand out againft him, and ex-
tremely follicitous to wipe it away ; Befides,
he cannot endure it thould be thought that he
is driven from the Pit. Thus, in the firft
Inftance, his Pride fhall perfuade him to neg~
le@ the Company he likes; and fhall force
him, in the laft, to follow the Company he
hates and defpifes.

It
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It is alfo obfervable that the Humourift,
though he makes it his Point to regulate his
Condué@ only by his own Conviction, will
fometimes run counter to it, merely from his
Difdain of all Imitation. ‘Thus he will per-
fift in a wrong Courfe, which he knows to be
fuch, and refufe his Compliance with an
Amendment offer'd by others, racher than en-
dure the Appearance of being an Tmitator.
This is a narrow Side of the Humourift; and
whenever he is turn’d upon i, he feels great
Uneafinefs himfelf, It firikesa durable Pain
into his Breaft, like the conftant gnaw-
ing of a Worm; and is one confiderable
Source of that Stream of Peevifhnefs inci-
dent to Humourifls.

Upon the fame Principle of fcorning all
TImitation, the Humourifi {eldom heartily
affents to any fpeculative Opinion, which is
deliver’d by another; for he is above being
inform’d or fet right in his Judgment by any
Perfon, even by a Brother Humourift. 1f
two of this Cafi happen to meet, inftead of
uniting together, they are afraid of each
other; and you fhall obferve one, in order to
court the good Opinion of the other, pro-
duce a Specimen of his own Pesfcction as an
Humourift 5 by exhibiting fome unufual
Strain of fenfible-Oddity, or by unexpectedly
biting a poor Infipid; which the other Hu-
mourift fhall anfwer again in the fame man-
ner, in order to difplay 4is Talents.

105 Thefe
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Thefe are the Foibles and narrow Whims
of a perfe@ Humouriff. But, on the other
hand, he ftands upon”a very enlarged Bafis ;
Isa Lover of Reafon aud Liberty ; and fcorns
to flatter or betray; nor will he falfify his
Principles, to court the Favour of the Great,
He is not credulous, or fond of Religious or
Philolbphical Creeds or Creed-makers; Buc
then he never offers himfelf to forge Articles
of Faith for the reft of the World. Abound-
ing in poignant and juft Refle@ions ; The
Guardian of Freedom, and Scourge of fuch
as do wrong. It is He checks the Frauds, and
curbs the Ufurpations of every Profeffion.
The venal Biafs of the afluming Judge, the
cruel Pride of the ftarch’d Prieft, the emp-
ty Froth of the florid Counfellor, the falfe
Importance of the formal Man of Bufinefs,
the fpecious Jargon of the grave Phyfician,
and the creeping Tafte of the trifling Con-
noiffeur, are all bare to his Eye, and feel the
Lath of his Cenfure; It is He that watches
the daring Strides, and fecret Mines of the
ambitious Prince, and defperate Minifter :
He gives the Alarm; and prevents their Mif-
chief. Others there are who have Senfe and
Forefight; but hey are brib’d by Hopes or
Fears, or bound by fofter Ties; It is He on-
ly, the Humouriff, that has the Courage and
Honefly to cry out, unmov'd by perfonal Re-
fentment : He flourifhes only in a Land of
Freedom, and when that ceafes he dies IO}?,
the
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the laft and nobleft #eed of the Soil of Li-
berty.

It is a palpable A4furdity to fuppofe a Per-
fon an Humourif}, without excellent Senfe and
Abilities; as much as to fuppofe a Smith in
his full Bufinefs, without his Hammers or
Forge—~But the Humourift, as he advances in
Years, is apt to grow intolerable to himfelf
and the World ; becoming at length, uneafy,
and fatigued with the conftant View of the
fame Follies; like a Perfon who is tir'd with
feeing the fame Tragi-Comedy continually
acted. This fowres his Temper; And unlefs
fome favorable Incidents happen to mellow
him, he refigns himfelf wholly to Peevith-
nefs.—By which Time he perceives that the
World is quite tir'd of bim.—After which he
drags on the Remainder of his Life, in a State
of War with the reft of Mankind.

The Humourift is confticutionally, and alfo
from Reflection, a Man of Sincerity.—If he
is a Rogue upon any Occafion, he is more
wilfully one, and puts greater Violence upon
himfelf in being fuch, than the reft of the
World ; And though he may generally feem
- to have little Benevolence, which is the com-
mon Objection againft him, it is only for want,
of proper Objeéts; for no Perfon has certainly
a quicker Feeling; And there are Inftances
frequent, of greater Generofity and humane
Warmth flowing from an Humourift, than are
capable of proceeding from a weak Iryz}ﬁil'd,

whe
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who labours under a continual Flux of Ci-
vility.

Upon the whole, the Humourift is perhaps
the leaft of all others, a defpicable Characer.
But Imitations, which are frequently feen
of thisCharaéter, are exceffively defpicable.—
What can be more ridiculous, than a Wretch
fetting up for an Humourift, merely upon the
Strength of difrelithing every Thing, without
any Principle:—The Servants, Drawers, Vi-
tuals, Weather, —and growling without
Poignancy or Senfe, at every new Circum-
ftance which appears, in public or pri-
vate. A perfect and compleat Humourift is
rarely to be found; and when you hear his
Voice, is a different Creature. In wri-
ting to Englifkmen, who are generally tinged,
deeply or flightly, with the Dye of the Hu-
moursft, it feem’d not improper to infift the
longer upon this Character; However, let
none be too fond of it; For though an Haz-
mourift with his Roughnefs is greatly to be
preferr’d to a fmooth Infipid, yet the Ex-
tremes of both are equally wretched : Tdeots
being only the loweft Scale of Infjpids, as
Madmen are no other than Humourifts in Ex-
cefs,

It may be proper to obferve in this place,
that though all Offentation, Affectation, and
Imitation are excluded from the Compofi-
tion of a perfe& Humourift; yet as they are
the obvious Furbles of fome Perfons in Life,
they
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they may juftly be made the Subject of H-
mour.

For HumouRr extenfively and fully under-
ftood, is any remarkable Oddity or Foible be-
longing to a Perfon in real Life; whether this
Foible be conflitutional, babitual, or only af-
feeled; whether partial in one or two Circum-
Jancess or tinging the whole Temper and Con-
duét of the Perfon.

It has from hence been obfery’d, that'there
is more Humour in the Engli/b Comedies
than in others; as we have more various
odd Charallers in real Life, than any other
Nation, or perhaps than all other Nations to-
gether.

That Humour gives more Delight, and
leaves a more pleafurable Impreflion behind
it, than WIT, is univerfally felt and eftablifh~
ed ; Though theReafons for this have not yet
been affign’d. L thall therefore beg Leave
to fubmit the following.

1. Humour is more sntereftiug than Wit
in general, as the Oddities and Foibles of
Perfons in real Life are more apt to affe our
Paflions, than any Oppofitions or Relations
between inanimate Objects.

2. HumouR is Nature, or what really ap-
pears in the Subje@, without any Embellith-
ments; WIT only a Stroke of Ar#, where
the original Subje, being infufficient of it
{elf, is garnifhed and deck’d with auxiliary
Objets. »

3. Hu-
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3. Humougr, or the Foible of a Charadter
in real Life, is ufually infifted upon for fome
Length of Time. From whence, and from
the common Knowledge of the Character, it
is univerfally felt and underftood. Where-
as the Strokes of Wit are like fudden Flafhes,
vanithing in an Inftant, and ufually flying
too faft to be fufficiently marked and purfued
by the Audience.

4. Humour, if the Reprefentation of it be
juft, is compleat and perfe in its Kind, and
entirely fair and unftrain’d.—— Whereas in
the Allufions of WrT, the Affinity is gene-
rally imperfect and defetive in one Part or
other; and even in thofe Points where the
Affinity may be allow'd to fubfift, fome
Nicety and Strain is ufually requir’d to make
it appear.

5. Humour generally appears in fuch Foi-
bles, as each of the Company thinks himfelf
fuperior to.—Whereas Wit fhews the Quick-
nefs and Abilities of the Perfon who difco-
vers it, and places him fuperior to the reft of
the Company.

6. Humouw, in the Reprefentation of the
Foibles of Perfons in real Life, frequently ex-
hibits very gemerous benevolent Sentiments of
Heart; And thefe, tho’ exerted ina particular
odd Manner, juftly command our Fondnefs
and Love.———Whereas in the Allufions of
Wi, Severity, Bitternefs, and Satire, are fre-
quently exhibited.-- And where thefe are avoid-
ed,
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ed, not warthy amiable Sentiments of the
Heart, but quick unexpeéted Efforts of the
Fancy, are prcfen[edA

7. The odd Adventures, and Embarrafi~
ments, which Perfons in real Life are drawn
into by their Foibles, are fit Subjects of Mirth.
— Whereas in pure Wir, the Allufions are
rather furprizing, than mirthful; and the A4~
greements or Contrafts which are ftarted be-
tween Objects, without any relation to the
Fuibles of Perfons in real Life, are more fit
to be admired for their Happinefs and Propri-
efy, than to excite our Laughter.—Befides, -
WiT, in the frequent Repetition of it; tires
the [magination with its precipitate Sallies
and Flights; and teizes the Judgment.
Whereas Humoug, in the Reprefentation of
it, puts no Fatigue upen the Imagination, and
gives exquifite Pleafure to the Judgment.

Thefe feem to me to be the different Pow-
ers and Effects of Humour and Wir.  How-
ever, the moft agreeable Reprefentations or
Compofitions of all others, appear not where
they fiparately exift, but where they are uni-
ted together in the fame Fabric; where Hu-
MoUR is the Ground-work and chief Subftance,
and Wit happily fpread, guickens the whole
with Embellithments.

This is the Excellency of the Charadter of
Sit Jobn Falflaff; the Ground-work is Hu-
mour, or the chrcfentarion and Detection of
a bragging and vaunting Coward in real Life;

E how-
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However, this alone would only have expos’d
the Knight, asa meer Noll Bluff; to the De-
rifion of the Company; And after they had
once been gratify’d with his Chaftifement, he
would have funk into Infamy, and become
quite odious and intolerable : Bug here the
inimitable #/i¢ of Sir Yobn comes in to his
Support, and gives a new Rife and Luftre 1o
his Character ; For the fake of his Wit you
forgive his Cowardice; or rather, are fond of
his Cowardice for the Occafions it gives to his
Wit. In thort, the FHumour furnifhes a Sub-
je@ and Spur to the Wit, and the Wit again
fupports and embellithes the Eumour.

At the fir/} Entrance of the Knight, your
good Humour and Tendency to Mirth are
irrefiftibly excited by his jolly Appearance
and Corpulency ; you feel and acknowledge
him, to be the fitteft Subject imaginable for
yielding Diverfion and Merriment ; but when
you fee him immediately fet up for Enter-
prize and /Ic?i’uity, with: his evident Weight
and Unweildinefs, your Attention is all call’d
forth, and you are eager to watch him to the
End of his Adventures; Your Imagination
pointing out with a full Scope his future Em-
barraflments. All the while as you accompa-
ny him forwards, he heightens your Relifh
for his future Difafters, by his happy Opinion
of his own Sufficiency, ‘and the gay Vaunts
which he makes of his Talents and Accom.
plithments; fo that at laft when he falls into

a Scrape,
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a Scrape, your Expectation is exquifitely gra~
tify’'d, and you have the full Pleafure of fee-
ing all his trumpeted Honour laid in the
Duft. When in the midft of his Misfortunes,
inftead of being utterly demolifh’d and funk,
he rifes again by the fuperior Force of his
Wit, and begins a aew Courfe with freth
Spirit and Alacrity ; This excites you the more
to renew the Chace, in full View of his fe-
cond Defeat; out of which he recovers again,
and triumphs with new Pretenfions and
Boaftings. After this he immediately ftarts
upon a third Race, and fo on; continually
dete@ed and caught, and yet conftantly extri-
cating himfelf by his inimitable /#/if and In-
wention; thus yielding a perpetual Round of
Sport and Diverfion.

Again, the genteel Quality of Sir Fobn is
of great Ufe in {upporting his Charaéter; It
prevents his finking too low after feveral of
his Misfortunes; Befides, you allow him,
in confequence of his Rank and Seniority,
the Privilege to dictate, and take the Lead,
and to rebuke others upon many Occafions;
By this he is fav’d from appearing 100 nazu=
Jeous and impudent. The good Senfe which he
poffefles comes alfo to his Aid, and faves him
from being defpicable, by forcing your E-
freem for his real Abilities.—Again, the Pri-
wilege you allow him of rebuking and check-
ing others, when he affumes it with proper
Firmnefs and Superiority, helps to fertle a=

Bz new
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new, and compofé his Chara&er after an Em.
batraffment; And reduces in fome meafure the
Spirit of the Company to a proper Level, be-
fore he fets out again upon a freth Adventure ;
—without this, they would be kept continu-
ally frain'd, and wound up to the higheft
Pitch, without fufficient Relief and Diver-
fity.
};t may alfo deferve to be remark’d of Fal
Saff, that the Figure of his Perfon is admira-
bly fuited to the Turn of his Mind s fo that
there arifes before you a perpetual Allufion
from one to the other, which forms an incef-
fant Series of 7, whether they are in Con-
traft or Agreement together, — When he pre-
tends to Aétivity, there is Wit in the Contraft
between his Mind and his Perfon,--And Wit in
their Agreement, when he triumphs inollity,
To compleat the whole, — you have in
this Character of Falffaff, not only a free
Courfe of Humour, fupported and embellifh’d
with admirable #7¢; but this Humour is of
a Species the moft jovial and gay in all Na-
ture.— Sir fobn Falflaff” poffefies Generofiy,
Chearfulnefs, Alacrity, Invention, Frolic and
Fancy fuperior to all other Men ; — The Fi-
gure of his Perfon is the Picture of Jollity,
Mirth, and Good-nature, and banithes at once
all other Ideas from your Breaft; He is hap-
py himfelf, and makes you happy. — If you
‘examine him further, he has no Fiercenefs,
Referve, Malice or Peevifhnefs lurking in his
Heart 5
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Heart ; His Intentions are all pointed at in-
nocent Riot and Merriment; Nor has the
Knight any inveterate Defign, except againft
Sack, and that too he loves, —— If, befides
this, he defires to pafs for a Man of Aétivity
and Valour, you can eafily excufe fo harmlefs
a Foible, which yields you the higheft Pleas
fure in its conftant Deteétion.

1f you put all thefe together, it is impoffi-
ble to bate honeft Yack Falftaff ; If you ob-
ferve them again, it is impofiible to avoid /o~
2ing him 3 He is the gay, the witty, the fro-
lickfome, happy, and fat Jack Falflaff, the
moft delightful Swaggerer in all Nature.—
You muft /ove him for your own fake, — At
the fame time you cannot but /ve him for
bis own Talents; And when you have enjoy’d
them, you cannot but /ove him in Gratitude ;
—He has nothing to difguft you, and every
thing to give you Joy; —His Senfe and his
Foibles are equally directed to advance your
Pleafure; And it is impoffible to be tired or
unhappy in his Company.

This jovial and gay Humour, without any
thing envious, malicious, mifchievous, or de-
picable, and continually guicken’d and a-
dorn’d with Wiz, yields that peculiar Delight,
without any A/lsy, which we all feel and ac-
knowledge in Falftaff’s Company. Ben
Fobnfon has Humour in his Characters, drawn
with the moft mafterly Skill and Judgment ;
In Accuracy, Depth, Propricty, and Trur}l}x,

e




==

he ‘has no Superior or Equal amongft An-
cients ot Moderns; Buv the Characlers he ex-
hibits are-of a fatirical, and deceitful; or of a
peevifb; or .defpicable Species ; as Polpone,
Subtley, Morofe, and dbel Drugger ; In all of
which; there is fomething very juftly to be
hated or defpifed; And you feel the fame Sen-
timents of Diflike for every other Charaéiler
of Fobnfor’s o that after you have been gra-
tify'd- with their. Detection and. Punifbment,
you are quite tired and difgufted with their
Company : Whereas Shakefpear, befides
the peculiar, Gasety in the Humour of Fal-
Jaff, bas guarded him from difgufting you
with his forward Advances, by giving him
Rank. and Quality; from being defpicable by
his real-good Senfe and excellent Abilitiess
from being odious by ‘his barmlefs Plots and
Defigns; and from being tirefome by his in-
imitable #/2¢, and his new and inceflant Sal-
lies of higheft Fancy and Frolict.

This difcavers the Secret of carrying Co-
MeDY to the’higheft Pitch of Delight; Which
lies in drawing the Perfons exbibited, with fuch
chearful and amiable Oddities and Foibles, as
you would chufé in your own Companions 72 real
Life ;--otherwife, tho’ you may be diverted at
firft with the Novelty of a Charaéter, and
with a proper Detection and Ridicule of it,
yet its Peevifbnefs, Meannefs, or Immorality,
will begin to difguft you after a little Refle-
ion, ‘and become foon zirefome and odious

1t
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It being certain, that whoever” cannor-be endu-
red as an accidental Companion in real Life,
will never become, for the very fame Reafons,
a favorite comic Chara&er in the Theatre.

This Relifh for generous and worthy Cha-
racters alone, which we all feel upon ' the
Theatre, where no Biafs of Envy, Malice, or
perfonal Refentment draws us afide,feemstobe
fome Evidence of our natural and genuin Dif-
pofition to Probity and Virtue ; tho’ the Minds
of moft Perfons being early and "deeply
tinged with vicious Paffions, it is no wonder
that Stains have been generally miftaken for
original Colours.

It may be added, that Humour is the moft
exquifite and  delightful, when the Oddir/es
and Foibles introduc’d are not mifthievous
or fueaking, but free, jocund, and liferal 3
and fuch as refult from a generous Flow of
Spirits, and a warm univerfal Benevolence,

It is obvioufly from hence, that the Cha-
raéter of Sir Roger de Coverly in the S peclators
is fo extremely agreeable. ~His Foibles are all
derived from fome amiable Caufe,~If he be-
lieves chat ore Englifbman can conquer fwo
Frenchmen, you laugh at his Foible, and are
fond of a Weaknefs in the Knight, which pro-
ceeds from his high Efteem of his own Country-
men. —If he chufes you fhould employ a 7#/4-
Zerman ot Porter with one Leg, you readily
excufe the Inconvenience he puts you to, for
his worthy regard to the Suffering of a brave

Soldjer.
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Soldier.— In fhort, though he is guilty of
continual Abfurdities, and has little Under-
ftanding or real Abilities, you cannot but love
and efteem him, for his Honour, Hofpitality,
and univerfal Benevolence.

It is indeed true, that his Dignity, Age,and
Rank in his Country, are of conftant Service
in upholding his Character. Thefe are a per-
petual Guard to the Knight, and preferve him
from Contempt upon many Occafions. ——
All which correfponds entirely with the fore-
going Remark. For you would be fond of
Sir Roger’s Acquaintaince aud Company in
real Life, as he is a Gentleman of Quality and
Virtue ; You love and admire him in the
Spectators for the fame Reafons; And for thefe
alfo he would become, if he was rightly exhi-
bited, a favorite Character in the Theatre.

It may be proper to obferve in this Place,
that the Bufinefs of CoMEDY is to exhibit the
whimfical = unmifchievous Oddities, FErolics,
and Foibles of Perfons in real Life; And
alfo to expofe and ridicule their real Fol-
lies, Meannefs, and Vices. The former, it ap-
pears, is more pleafurable to the Audience, but
the Jatter has the Merit of being more in-
firu&tive.

The Bufinefs of TRAGEDY is to exhibit the
Inftability of bhuman Grandeur, and the unex-
pected Misfortunes and Diftreffes incident.to
the Innocent and Worthy in all Stations.— An

alfo to fhew the terriblc Sallies and the mifera-
ble
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ble Iffue and Punifhment of ungovern’d Paffi~
ons and Wickednefs.—The former foftens the
Heart and fills it with Compafiion, Humi-
lity and Benevolence. Compofitions of
this Sort are the higheft, moft admirable, and
ufeful in all Nature, when they are finifh’'d
with Proprietyand Delicacy, andjuftlywrought
up with the Sublime and Simplicity, — The
latter Species of Tragedy terrifies and thocks
us, in exhibiting both the Crimes and the Pu-
nithments, It threatens us into Moderation
and Juftice, by fhewing the terrible Iffue of
their Contraries. Pieces of this Sort, conduét-
ed with Propriety, and carrying Application
to ourfelves, can fcarcely be defireable; But
as they are generally conducted, they amount
only to giving us an abfurd Reprefentation of
a Murther commicted by fome furious foam-
ing Bafha, or Sultan.

To return, — Fobnfon in his comic Scenes
has expos'd and ridicul'd Folly and Vice;
Shatefpear has ufber'd in Yoy, Frolic and Hap-
pinefs. The Alchymift, Volpone and Si-
lent Woman of Fobnfon, are moft exquifite
Satires. The comic Entertainments of Shake-
Jpear are the higheft Compofitions of Raillery,
Wit and Humour. - Yobnfon conveys fome
Leflon in every Chara&er. Shakefpear fome
new Species of Foible and Oddity. The one
pointed his Satire with mafterly Skill; the
other was inimitable in touching the Strings
of Delight, With Yohufon you are confin'd
and inftruéed, wich Shake/pear unbent and

F diffolv’d




(34)

diffolv’d in Joy. Fobnfon excellently concerts
his Plots, and all his Characters unite in the
one Defign. Shakefpear is {uperior to fuch
Aid or Reftraint ; His Charaers continually
fallying from one independent Scene to ano-
ther, and charming you in each with freth
Wig and Humour.

It may be further remark’d, that Sobnfon
by purfuing the moft ufeful Intention of Co-
medy, is in Juftice oblig’d to bunt down and
demolifb his own Charaéers. Upon this Plan
he muft neceffarily expofe them to your Ha-
#red, and of courfe can never bring out an ami-
able Perfon. His Subtle, and Face are deteéted
at laft, and become mean and defpicable. Sir
Epicure Mammon is properly trick’d, and goes
off ridiculous and deteftable. The Puritan
Elders foffer for their Luft of Money, and are
quite naufeous and abominable ; And his Mo-
rofé meets with a fevere Punifhment, after ha-
ving fufficiently tir'd you with his Peevith-
nefs. — But Shakefpear, with happier Infight,
always Tupports his Charalters in your Fa-
wour. His Juftice Shallsw withdraws before
he is tedious; The French Doctor, and Welch
Parfon, go off in full Vigour and Spiric;
Ancient Piffoll indeed is fcurvily treated ;
however, he keeps up his Spirits, and conti- =
nues to threaten {o well, that youare fill de-
firous of his Company; and it is impoffible &
to be tir’d or dull with the gay unfading Ever- =
green Falftaff.

Buc 3
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But in remarking upon the Charaters of
on, it would be unjuft to pafs Abel
Drugger without notice; This is a licle,
mean, fneaking, fordid Citizen, hearkening
to a Couple of Sharpers, who promife to
make him rich; they can fcarcely prevail
upon him to refign the leaft Ticcie he poffefles,
though he is affur’d, it is in order to get more;
and your Diverfion arifes, from feeing him
wrung between Greedine/s to get Money, and
Reluétance to part with any for that Purpofe.
His Covetoufnefs continually prompts him to
follow the Conjurer, and puts him at the fame
Time upon endeavouring to ftop his Fees.
All the while he is excellently managed, and
fpirited on by Face. However, this Cha-
racer upon the whole is mean and defpicable,
without any of that free {pirituous jocund Hu-
mour abounding in Shake/pear. But having
been ftrangely exhibited upon the Theatre, a
few Years ago, with odd Grimaces and extra-
vagant Geftures, it has been raifed into more
Attention than it juftly deferved ; It is however
to be acknowledg’d, that dbel has no Hatred,
Malice or Immoratity, nor any affuming Arro-
gance, Pertnefs or Pecvifhnefs; And his eager
Defire of getting and faving Money, byMethods
he thinks lawful, are excufable in a Perfon of
his Bufinefs; He is therefore not odious or
deteftable, but harmlefs and inoffenfive in
private Life and from thence, correfpondent
with the Rule already laid down, he is the

F 2 moft
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moft capable of any of Sohufor’s Characers,
of being a Favourite on the Theatre.

It appears, that in Imagination, Invention,
Jollity and gay Humour, Yobnfon had little
Power; But Shakefpear unlimited Dominion.
The firft was cautious and ftri, not daring
to fally beyond the Bounds of Regularity.
"The other bold and impetuous, rejoicing like
a Giant to run his Courfe, through all the
Mountains and Wilds of Nature and Fancy.

It requires an almoft painful Attention to
mark the Propriety and Accuracy of Yobufon,
and your Satisfaction arifes from Reflection
and Comparifon; But the Fire and Invention
of Shakefpear in an Inftant are fhot into your
Soul, and enlighten and chear the moft indo-
lent Mind with their own Spirit and Luftre.—
Upon the whole, oknjon’s Compofitions are
like finithed Cabinets, where every Part is
wrought up with the moft excellent Skill and
Exactne(s ; —— Shakefpear’s like magnificent
Caftles, not perfecly finifhed or regular, but
adorn’d with fuch bold and magnificent De-
figns, as at once delight and attonifh you with
their Beauty and Grandeur.

RAILLERY 75 a genteel poignant Attack of a
Perfon wpon any flight Foibles, Oddities, or
Embarraflments of bis, in which be is tender,
or may be fuppofed to be tender, and unwilling
0 come to a free Explunation.

Satire
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SaTIRE is a witty and f[evere Attack of
mifchievous Habits o7 Vices;

RipicuLE is @ free Atrack of any Motly
Compofition, wherein a real or affeéted Ex-
cellence and Defect bath jointly appear, gla-
ring together, and mocking each other, in the
Jame Subjeét.

Hence the Aim of Raillery, is to pleafe
you, by fome lictle Embarrafjment of a Per-
Jon s Of Satire, to fcourge Vice, and to deli-
ver it up to your juft Detefiation s And of
Ridicule, to fet an Object in a mean ludicrous
Light, fo as to expofe it to your Derifion and
Contempt.

It appears therefore that Raillery and Ridi-
cule difter in feveral Circumftances.

1. Raillery can only be employ’d in re~
lation to Perfins, but Ridicule may be em-

loy’d in what relates cither to Perfons, or
other Objects.

2. Raillery is ug'd only upon Jlight Subjeds,
where no real Abilities or Merit are queftion-
ed, in order to avoid degrading the Perfon
you attack, or rendering him contemptible 3
Whereas Ridicule obferves no fuch Decency,
but endeavours really to degrade the Perfon
attack’d, and to render him contemptible.

3. Raillery may be pointed at 2 whimfical
Circumftance, only becau {ea Perfon is known
to be tender upon it; and your Pleafure will
arife from the Embarrafjment he fuffers, in
being put to an Explanation ;——Thus 2

young
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young Gentleman may be rallied upon his

Paffion for 5 Lady;

——At the fame Time

there may be no Ground for Ridicule in this

Circumflance, gs i may no wa

Derifion or Contemp,
4. Asitthusappears

of Raillery, into which

be admitted 5 So there

cule, wherein your Derifion and
fo firongly excited, thac they

y deferve your

that there are Subjects
Ridicule cannot Jjutly

for Raillery;—As 5 perfon toffed in 2 Blap.

ket; or the unfortunate Attack
ther has made upon a Windmil],

5. Infhort, Raillery,

is turn’d upon are too grofs and 4,
comes Ridjcule, And therefore,

more rich, and lufcious,

if the Adventures it
Ufeious, be-
in Compari-
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and Self-fufficiency ; To heighten your Mirth,
the bardy Atchievements to be accomplifh'd
by this Hero, are wittily contrafted by his
own meagre weak Figure, and the defperate
Unfiercenefs of his Steed Rozinante; The
Ridicule appears in the firange Abfurdity of
the Attempts, upon which the Knight chu-
fes to exercife his Prowefs ; Its Poignancy is
highly quicken’d, and confequently the Plea~
fure it gives you, by his miferable Difafters,
and the doleful Mortifications of all his Im~
portance and Dignity; But here, after
the Knight, by diverting you in this manner,
has brought himfelf down to the loweft
Mark, he rifes again and forces your Efteem,
by his excellent Senfe, Learning and Judg-
ment, upon any Subjects which are not ally’'d
to his Errantry; Thefe continually a& fer
the Advancement of his Character ; And with
fuch Supports and Abilities he always obtains
your ready Attention, and never becomes
heavy or tedious. g
To thefe you are to add the perfect good
Breeding and Civility of the Knight upon
every Occafion; which are fome Kind of
Merit in his Favour, and entitle him to Re=
{pec, by the Rules of common Gentility and
Decency; At the fame time his Courage, his
Honour, Generofity, and Humanity, are con=
{picuous in every A& and Attempt; The
Foibles which he poflefles, befides giving you
exquifite Pleafure, are wholly in[pir’dh b{y
thefe
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thefe worthy Principles; Nor is there any
thing bafe, or deteftable, in all his Temper
or Condu&; It was from hence that the
Duxke and the DuTcrEss were extremely de-
lighted with his Vifit at their Caftle; "And
you yourfelf, if he exifted in real Life, would
be fond of his Company at your own Table;
which proves him, upon the whole, to be an
amiable Characer ; It is therefore no
wonder that Signior Don Quoxote of la Man-
cha has been fo courteouly receiv'd in every
Country of Europe.

Thus delightfully wrought, as this Hifto-
1y is, with Humour and Ridicule, yet Cer-
vantes, ftill fearful of tiring you with too
much of the Errantry, has introduc’d the
moft charming Variety of other Adventures;
All along in the pacific Intervals, you are

inform’d of the private Occurrences between
the Knight and his *Squire; And from thefe,
where it is leaft to be expected, you are fur-
priz’d with the moft high and delicious Re-
paft ; — Nothing can be more pregnant with
Mirth, than the Oppofition continually work-
ing between the grave Solemnity and Dignity
of Quixote, and the arch Ribaldry and Mean-
nefs of Sancho; And the Contraft can never
be fufficiently admir’d, between the excellent
Jine Senfe of the on, and the dangerous com-
mon Senfé of the OTHER.

Ic is here that the Genius and Power of
Cervantes is moft admirably fhewn ; He was
the
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the greateft Mafter that ever appear’d, in fine-
ly oppofing, and contrafting his Chara&ers,
I¢ is from hence that you feel a Poignancy
and Relith in his Writings, which is not to be
met with in any others ; The natural Reflexi-
ons and Debates of Quixote and Sancho would
havebeenbarren, infipid, and trite, under other
Management; But Cervantes, by his excellent
Skill in the Contraft, has from thefe drawn a
Regale, which for high, quick, racy Fla-
vour, and Spirit, has yet never been equall’d.
It may here be enquir'd, What Species of
Compofition or Chara¢ter is the moft pleafu-
rable, and mirthful, in all Nature? In
Falflaff, you have Humour embelifh'd with
Wit In Quixote, Humour made poignant
with Ridicule; And it is certain that Humour
muft always be the Ground-work of fuch
Subjects, no Oddities in inanimate Objects
being capable of interefting our Paffions fo
firongly, as the Foibles of Perfons in real
Life ; The chief Subftance of Fobnfor’s
Compofitions is Humour and Satire; upon
which Plan, as hath been already obferv'd,
he is oblig’d to demolifh, and render detefta-
ble, his own Charaéters; Humour and
Raillery are alfo capable of furnifhing a Re-
paft of quick Relifh and Flavour ; In written
Compofitions, the Attack of the Raillery, as
well as the Reception of it, may be happily
conduéed, which in other accidental En-
counters are liable to Hazard ; All Peevifh-
G nefs
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nefs or Offence is thus cafily avoided, and the
Character attack’d is fav’d from being really
contemptible ; But then indeed the Plea-
fure you are to receive generally depends up-
on the Confufion of the Perfon attack’d,
without there being in reafon a fufficient
Caufe for this Confufion ; It is for want
of this juft Foundation, that the Pleafure ari-
fing from Raillery is apt to come forth with
lefs Freedom, Fulnefs,and Convicion, though
with more Delicacy, than that which is de-
rived from Wit, or Ridicule; However,
Humour and Raillery united together, when
the Raillery is founded upon fome real Em-
barrafiment in the Circumftance, as well as
in the Confufion of the Perfon attack’d, will
furnifh a very high Entertainment ; which
has Pretenfions to rival either Humour and
Wit, or Humour and Ridicule.

To give an Inftance of Humour and Rail-
lery, 1 thall infert Horace's famous Defcrip-
n of his Embarrafiment with an imperti-
nt Fellow.. This indeed is entitl’d, in al-
woft all the Editions of Horace, a Satire, but
very improperly, as the Subje is not Zice or
Immorality ;

Ibam forte vid facra, ficut meus eft mos,
Nefcio quid meditans nugarum, at totus in illis -
Accurrit quidam notus mihi nomine tantum H
Arreptique manu, Quid agis, dulciffime rerum ?

vieer, ut nunc eft, inquam: & cupio omnia quee vis,
Cum affearetur, Num quid vis? eccupo, At ille,

Noris
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Néris nos, inquit; doti fumus. Hic ego: Pluris
Hoc, inquam, mibi eris. Mifer¢ difcedere quzrens,
Ire modo ocyts, interdum confiftere: in aurem
Dicere nefcio quid puero: clim fudor ad imos
Manaret talos. O te, Bollane, cerebri
Felicem: aiebam tacitus! Cim quidlibet ille
Garriret, vicos, urbem laudaret ; ut illi
Nil refpondebam : Miferé cupis, inquit abire.
Jamdudum video: fed nil agis: ufque tenebo:
Perfequar : hinc qud nunc iter eft tibi? Nil opuseft te’
Circumagi: quemdam volo vifere, non tibi notum :
T'rans Tiberim long cubat is, propé Cefaris hortos.
Nil habeo quod agam, & non fum piger: ufgue fequar te,
Demitto auriculas ut iniquz mentis afellus,
Cum gravius dorfo fubiit onus, Incipit ille:
Si bens me novi, non Vifcum pluris amicum,
Non Varium facies: nam quis me fcribere plures
Aut citits poffit verfus? quis membra movere
Mollius? invideat quod & Hermogenes, ego canto.
Interpellandi locus hic erat: Eft tibi mater,
Cognatiy queis te falvo eft opus? Haud mihi quifquams
Omnes compofui.  Felices! nunc ego refto:
Confice: namque inftat fatum mihi trifte, Sabella
Quod puero cecinit divini mota anus urnd,
Fiunc neque dira venena, nec hofticus auferret enfis,
Nec laterum dolor, aut tuffis, nec tarda podagra:
Garrulus hunc quando confumet cumque loquaces.
Si fapiat, vitet, fimul atque adoleverit ztas.
Ventum erat ad Vefte, quartd jam parte diei
Practeritd; & cafu tunc refpondere vadato
Debebat: quod ni feciffzt, perdere litem,
Si me amas, inquit, paulim hic ades. - Inteream, fi
‘Aut valeo flare, aut novi civilia jura:
Et propero quo fcis.  Dubivs fuin quid faciam, inquits
“Tené relinquam, anrem. Me, fodes. Non faciam, ille;
Et praecedere caepit. Ego, ut contendere durum eft
Cum viftore, fequor, Mecmnas quomodo tecum ?
Hinc repetit. Paucorum hominum, & mentis ben¢ fanze.
Nemo dexterils fortund eft ufus. Haberes
Magnum adjutorem, poflet qui ferre fecundas,

2 Hun«
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Hunc hominem velles fi tradere: difpeream, ni
Summéffes omnes.  Non ifto vivimus illic

Juo tu rere modo, domus hac nec purior ulla eft,
Nec magis his aliena malis . nil mi officic unquarm,
Ditior hic, aut eft quia doctior; eft locus uni
Cuique fuus.  Magnum narras, vix credibile.  Atqui
Sic habet. Accendis, quare cupiam magis illi
Proximus effe, - Velis tantummodo - qua tua virtus,
Expugnabis; & eft qui vinci poflit: eoque

Jifficles aditus primos habet,  Haud mibi deero,
Muneribus fervos corrumpam : non, hodie fi
Exclufus fuero, defiftam: tempora quaram ;
Occurram in triviis: deducam. Nil fine magno,
Vita labore dedit mortalibus, Hzec dum agit, ecce
Fufcus Ariftius occurrit mibi carus, & illum
Qui pulchré noflet,  Confiftimus,  Unde venis? &
Quo tendis? rogat, & refpondet. . Vellere caepi,
Et prenfare manu lentiffima brachia, nutans,
Diftorquens oculos, ut me eriperet,  Malé falfus
Ridens diffimulare; mecum jecur urere bilis,
Certé nefcio quid fecretd velle loqui te
Aiebas mecam.  Memini bene ; fed meliori
‘T'empora dicam: hodie tricefima fabbata, vin'ty
Curtis Judzeis oppedere? Nulla mihi, inquam,
Religio eft. At mi, fum paulo infirmior ; unus
Multorum ignofces;; alias loquar,  Hunccine folem
‘Tam nigrum furrexe mihi ? Fugit improbus, ac me
Sub cultro linquit.  Cafix venit obvius jlli
Adverfarius 3 &, Quo tu turpiffime) magnd
Inclamat voce; &, Licet anteftari ? Ego verd
Oppono auriculam ;. rapit in jus.  Clamor utrinque

5
Undigue concurfus.  Sic me fervavit Apalla,

The Intention of Horace in this Picce, is to
expofe an impertinent Fellow, and to give a
ludicrous Detail of his own Embarraffment ;
Your Pleafure arifes from the View which he
gives you of his own Mortification, whereby
he lays himfelf fairly open to your Raillery
This
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This is the more poignant, and quick, from
the real Diftrefs which you fee he endur’d, in
this odd Attack; At the fame Time the par-
ticular Turn of the Fellow, who chofe in this
Manner to pin himfelf upon another, is a very
odd Species of impertinent Humour. — This
Piece, as it ftands, irrefiftibly forces your Mirth,
and fhakes you with Laughter; But to a Per-
fon of Difcernment, it is chiefly at Horace's
Expence; Who in receiving ‘and enduring
fuch infolent Treatment, appears in a Light
too low and ridiculous, though he has thought
fic himfelf to exhibit the Scene again for the
Diverfion of the Public; ¢

The

Mifere,  cupis, —— abire,

Jamdudum video, fed nil agis, ufque tenebo,

Perfequary e —
was an abfolute Infult; And very unfit to be
related by the Perfon who fufferd it, as a
Matter of Merriment Befides this Tame-
nefs of Horace, the Impudence of the Fellow
is exceflively naufeous and difgufting at the
Bottom, though the whole cairies a Froth of
Raillery and Humour upon the Surface.

The Truth is, that chis Piece, as it ftands,

~ would have properly proceeded from another

Perfon, who had intended to expofe the Im-
pertinence and: Impudence of the Fellow,

i and freely to rally poor Horace, with fome

Mixture of Ridicule, upon his unfortunate
Embarraffment ; upon this Bafis it will ap-
pear
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peat with Propriety; Without which all Com-
politions of Wit, ot Humour, ot Tafte, tho’ at
firft they may pleafurably ftrike the Fancy or
Sight, -are at laft difgufting to the Judgment.
Having here occafionally offer’d fome Re-
marks upon this Compofition, as it now
fands, it may be proper to point out the
Manner in which the Humour and Raillery
of fuch an Embarrafiment, might have been
cartied to the ‘higheft Pitch; And the De-
fcription of it have been given by Horace him-
felf,  without any Diminution of his own
Gentility or Importance ; Imagine then
that he had been join'd in his Walk by a
weak, ignorant Perfon, of Good-nature, and
the utmoft Civility; one who fancy’d himfelf
pofleffed of “the. greateft Talents, and fully
perfuaded that he gave all he “convers'd with
a particular Pleafure;--Upon fuch an Attack,
no Refentment or Anger could have been de-
cencly thewn! by Horace, As the Perfon thus
peftering him, was all the while intending
the higheft Compliment ; And muft there-
fore be received, and attended to, with perfect
Complaifance The Humour of this Perfon
would have beeni wery entertaining, in the
frange Conceit which he held of his own
Abilities, and of the paticular Pleafure he
was granting to Horace, in condefcending to
give him fo much of his Company ; In thefe
Sentiments he fhould regard: all Horace's
Excufes, Endeavours, and Struggles to be ¢
gone,
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gone, as Expreffions of his Sénfe of the Ho-
nour done him ; which fhould be an Argu-
ment with this Perfon for obftinately perfift-
ing to honour him ftill further ; All the while
he muft be fupported by fome real Impor-
zance belonging to him, “attended with good
Breeding, and ftrengthened by fuch occafi-
onal Inftances of Senfe, as may fecure him
from being trampled upon, or becoming ab-
folutely contemptible ; In fuch an Adventure
the Mortification, and Diftrefs of Horace,
would be exceflively whimfical and fevere ;
efpecially as he would be depriv’d of all Suc-
cour and Relief; being in Decency oblig’d,
not only to fupprefs all Anger or Uneafinefs,
but, what is exquifitely quick, to receive this
whole Treatment with the utmoft Compla-
cency; An Embarraffment of this fort, fine-
ly defcribed, would have yielded the greateft
Pleafure to the Reader, and carried the Rail-
lery upon Horace, without hurting or degra-
ding him, to the higheft Degree of Poignan-
¢y 5 And from hence may be conceiv’d, what
delightful Entertainments are capable of be-
ing drawn from Humour and Raillery.

It is alfo eafy to apprehend, that che feveral
Subje@s of Wit, Humour, Raillery, Satire,
and Ridicule, appear not only Jingly upon
many Occafions, or fwo of them combined
together, buc are alfo frequently united in
other Combinations, which are more com-
Plicates An Infance of the Union together

of
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of Humour, Raillery, and Ridicule, I remem-
ber to have read fomewhere in Voiture’s Let-
ters ; He is in Spain, and upon the Point of
proceeding from thence to {fome other Place
in an Englifb Veflel; After he has written
this Account of himfelf to a Lady at Paris,
he proceeds in his Letter to this Purpofe;
You may perhaps apprehend, that I thall
¢ be in fome Danger this Voyage, of falling
¢ into the Hands of a Barbary Corfair 5 But
¢ to relieve you from all fuch Fears, I fhall
beg Leave to tell you, what my honeft
Captain has inform’d me himfelf, for my
own Satisfaction ; He fufpected, it feems,
that I might have fome Uneafinefs upon
this Head; and has therefore privately af-
fured me, that I have no need to be afraid
of being taken with him; for that when-
ever it is likely to come to this, he will in-
fallibly blow up the Ship with his own
Hands ; — After this, I prefume, you will
be perfectly eafy, that Iam in no Danger of
going to Sallee;”
This is exquifitely 7ich; The brave and
odd Fancy of the Englifh Captain, in finding
out for himfelf, and privately communicating
to Voiture, this Method of Security from Sla-
very, abounds with the higheft Humour ; At
the fame time the honeft Tar, asa Projecter,
is exceffively open to Ridicule, for his Scheme
to blow them all up, in order to prevent their
being taken Prifoners ; There is befides thefe,
a very

n Bealsuninlane o ol o aval aus
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a very full Razllery, which Voiture here opens
upon Aimfelf'; For as this Adventure, which he
isgoing to be engaged in, has been attended, as
yet, with no Mifchief; nor is certain to be
{o, the whole is to be confider’d, at prefent, as
only a flight Scrape; efpecially as he exhibits
it in this manner himfelf, and invites you to
make it the Obje¢t of your Pleafure, and
Raillery 5 ~—~ It may alfo be obferv’d, that
the Humour in this Subject, which flows from
the Captain, is adorn’d with a very peculiar,
and pleafing Propriety; As it is not barely a
Whim, or the Refult of an odd Sournefs or
queer Pride, but the Effe@ of his Courage,
and of that Freedom from all Terror at
Death, which is perfe@ly amiable in his

Chara&er.
There are other Combinations of iz, Hu-
mour, Raillery, Satire, and Ridicule, where
four of them, or all five, are united in one
Subject ; Like - various Nofes in My-
Jie, founding together, and jointly compofing
one exquifite Picce of Harmony Or
like different Rays of Light,” fhining to-
gether in one Rainbow : It is pleafant to
divide thefe Combinations, and to view as
with a Prifm, the different Rays united in
each; of which Humour, like the Red, isemi-
nent for its fuperior Force and Excellence ;
—— When the Judgment is chus capable of
parting,and eafily affigning the feveral Quan-
H tities
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tities, and Proportions of each, it heightens
our Pleafure, and gives us an abfolute Com-
mand over the Subject ; But they are often fo
intimately mix’d, and blended together, that
ic is difficult to feparate them clearly, tho’
they are all certainly felc in the fame Piece;
— Like the different Flavours of rich Fruits,
which are infeparably mix’d, yet all perfe&t-
ly tafted, in one Pine-Apple.

Raillery, and Satire, are extremely different;

1. Raillery, is a genteel poignant Attack of
Night Foibles and Oddities; Satire a witty
and fevere Attack of mifchievous Habits and
Vices.

2. The Intention of Raillery, is to procure
your Pleafire, by expofing the little Embar-
raffment of a Perfon; But the Infention of
Satire, is to raife your Deteflation, by expofing
the real Deformity of his Vices.

3. If in Raillery the Sting be given too
deep and fevere, it will fink into Malice and
Rudenefs, And your Pleafure will not be ju-
ftifiable; But Satire, the more deep and fe-
vere the Sting of it is, will be the more ex-
cellent ; Its Intention being entirely to root
out and deftroy the Vice.

4. Itis a joft Maxim upon thefe Subjes,
that in Reillery a good-natur’d Efteem oughe
always to appear, without any Refentment
or Bitternefs ; In Satire a generous free In-
dignation, withopt any fneaking Fear or Ten-

£ dernefs 5
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dernefs; It being a fort of partaking in the
Guile to keep any Terms with Vices.

It is from hence that Fuvenal, as a Satirift,
is greatly fuperior to Horace; But indeed
many of the thort Compofitions of Horace,
which are indifcriminately ranged together,
under the general Name of Satires, are not
properly fuch, but Pieces of Raillery or
Ridicule.

As Raillery, in order to be decent, can
only be exercifed upon flight Misfortuncs and
Foibles, attended with no deep Mifchief, nor
with any Reproach upon real Merit, fo it
ought only to be ufed between Eguals and
Intimates ; It being evidently a Liberty too
great to be taken by an Inferior; and too in-
equitable to be taken by a Superior, as his
Rank fhields him from any Return.

Raillery is the moft agreeable, when it is
founded on a flight Embarraflment or Foible,
which upon being.unfolded, appears to have
arifen from the real Merit, or from the Ex-
cefs of any Virtue, in the Perfon attack’d.

But yet this Embarrafiiment muft always
be real, and attended with the Chagrin or
Confufion of the 7allyd Perfon, or capable
of being fairly fuppos'd to have been fo; o-
therwife the Arttack will be void of all Poig-
nancy, and Pleafure to the Company ; And
evaporate either into indirect Flattery, or elfe
into the Infipid.

1°2 Thus,
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Thus, to attack a fire Lady upon the Ene
mies fhe has made, by the mifchievous Ef-
fe@ts of her Beauty, will be properly gen-
teel indirect Flastery if it be well con-
duted, otherwife, the Infipid; But it
cannot be deem’d Raillery; It being impof-
fible ‘to {uppofe the Lady really chagrin’d by
fuch an imaginary Misfortune, or uncafy at
any Explanation upon this Subjec ;

Raillery ought foon to be ended; For by
long keeping the Perfon attack’d, even in a
Jlight Pain, and continuing to dwell upon
‘his Mif-adventures, you become rude and ill-
nawr'd; — Or if the Raillery be only turn’d
upon an Embarraflment, arifing from the
Excefs of Merit or Abilities, Yer if it be long
contined upon the fame Subjec, the Perfon it
is pointed at, will cither fufpe@ that your
Aim is, to leave fome Impreffion againft him,
or elfe that you are defigning him a tedious
dark Compliment ; And accordingly he will
either regard you with Hatred or Contempr ;
Much lefs fhould a Perfon, who intro-
duces himfelf as a Subject of Raillery, infift
long upon it; For either he will be offenfive
in engroffing all Attention to himfelf; or if
the Company are pleas'd, it muft be by his
Buffoonery.

The Difference between Satire, and Ridi-
cule, has been already pointed out ; — Satire
being always concerned with the Pices of
Perfons ;
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Perfons ; Whereas Ridicule is juftly em-
ploy’d, not upon the Vices, but the Foiples
or anm_’ﬂrs of Perfons, And alfo upon the
]mproprietz'es of other Subje@s; And is dire-
€ted, not to raife your Deteflation, bu your
.Dz'rz'/[on and Contmzpt;%lt bcing evident
that Immoralities and Pice are too deteflable
for Ridicule, and are therefore properly the
Subject of Satire; Whereas Foibles and Meay-
neffes are too harmlefs for Satire, and deferve
only to be treated with Ridicule,

The ufual Artillery of Ridicule is Wit ;
whereby the Affinity ‘or Coincidence of any
Object with others, which are abfurd and
contemptible, is unexpectedly exhibited ; —
There is alfo another, very forcible, Manner
in which Ridicule may act; And that is by
employing Humour alone ; Thus the Foible
or Queernefs of any Perfon will be moft fully
ridicul d, by naturally drefling yourfelf, or any
other Perfon in that Foible, and exerting its
full Strength and Vigour.

The PoriTeNEss of a Subjet is the
Freedom of that Subject from all Indelicacy,
Aukardnefs, and Roughnefs,

Goop BREEDING confifls in a refpe@-
ful Carriage 10 others, accompany'd- with Eafe
and Politenefs.

It appears from hence that Goop Bregping
and Por1reNEss differ in this; that Goop
BREEDING relates only to the Manners of

Perfons
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Perfons in their Commerce together; Where-
as Politencfs may relate alfo to Books, as well
as to Perfons, or to any Subjes of Tafte and
Ornament,

So that Politenefs may fubfift in a Subjed,
as in a Cornifh, or Architrave, where good
Breeding can’t enter ; But it is impoffible for
good Breeding to be offer’d without Politenefs.

At the fame time good Breeding is not to be
underftood, as merely the Politenefs of Per-
fons; But as Refpect, tender'd with Politenefs,
in the Commerce between Perfons.

It is cafy to perceive, that good Breeding is
a different Behaviour in different Countries,
and in the fame Countries at different Periods,
according to the Manners which are us'd a-
mongft polite Perfons of thofe Places and
Seafons.

In England the chief Point of it Sormerly
was plac’d, in carrying a Refpeét in our Man-
ners to all we convers'd with ; whence every
Omiffion of the flighteft Ceremony, as it
might be conftrued into a want of Refpeit,
was particularly to be avoided ; So that good
Breeding became then a precife Objervance and,
Exercife of all the Motions and Ceremonies, ex-
preffive of Refpect, which might Juptly be paid
t0 cvery Perfon;—This, as it is ealy to ima-
gine, requir'd much Nicety in the Adjuftment
upon many Occafions, and created immenfe
Trouble and Conftraint, and moft ridiculous
Embarrafiments.

How-
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However, thefe Modes of good Breeding
were not to be abolifhed, as it was impoffible
to difpenfe with the Re/pec? annex’d to then,
without fome further Pretence than of their
Inconvenience only; which ne Perfon could
decently urge, or admit in his own behalf,
when it was his Province to pay any Cere-
monies to another; In this Difficulty it was
at laft happily obferv'd, for the Advantage of
genteel Commerce and Society, that what-
ever gives Trouble, is inconfiffent with Refpect
Upon which Foundation, all Ceremonies
which create Embarraffments or Trouble to
either Side, are now juftly exploded; And
the Eafe of each other is the Point moft pe-
culiarly confulted by we//-bred Perfons.

If this Attention to Eafé was propetly con-
duéted, fo that it mighc always appear to
have Refpect for its Motive ; And only to act
in Obedience to that, as the ruling Principle, <
it would then comprehend the juft Plan of
good Breeding'; But as this was formerly en-
cumber’d with Ceremonies and Embarraff-
ments, {o the modern good Breeding perhaps
deviates too far into Negligence and Difre-
gard ; A Fault more unpardonable than
the former; As an Inconvenience, evidently
proceeding from the Refpec? which is paid co
us, may be eafily excus’'d; But a Freedom,
which carries the Air of Neglec with it, gives
a lafling Offence.

Beavry
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Braury is the delightful Effe&t which ari-
Jes from the joint Order, Proportion, and
Harmony of all the Parts of an Objec.
And to bave a good T AsTE, is to bave a juft
Relith of Braury.

No 62. Fripay, May 11.

Scribendi recte fapere ¢ff & principium & fons. Hor.

MR. Locke has an admirable Refle@ion upon the Diffe«
rence of Wit and Judgment, whereby he endea-
vours to fhew the Reafon why they are not always the
‘Talents of the fame Perfon. His Words are as follow ;
« And hence perhaps may be given fome Reafon of that
¢ common Obfervation, that Men who have a great deal
< of Wit and prompt Memories, have not always the
¢ cleareft Judgment, or decpeft Reafon; for Wit Iying
< moft in the Aflemblage of Ideas, and putting thofe to-
gether with Quicknefs and Variety, wherein can be
found any Refemblance or Congruity, thereby to make
up pleafant PiGtures, and agreeable Vifions in the Fan-
cy: Judgment, on the contrary, lies quite on the other
Side, in feparating carefully one from another, Ideas
wherein can be found the leaft Difference, thereby to
avoid being mifled by Similitude, and by Affinity to
take one thing for another. "This isa Way of proceed-
ing quite contrary to Metaphor and Allufion, wherein,
for the moft part, lies that Entertainment and Pleafan-
try of Wit, which firikes fo lively on the Fancy, and
is therefore fo acceptable to all People.”
“Thisis, I think, the beft and moft philofophical Account
that I have met with of Wis, which generally, tho’ not
always,
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always, confifts in fuch a Refemblance and Congtuity of
Ideas as this Author mentions. I fhall only add to it by
way of Explanation, That every Refemblance of Ideas is
ot that which we call Wit,unlefs it be fuch an one thatgives
Delight and Surprize to the Reader : Thefe two Proper-
ties feem effential to Wit, more particularly the laft of
them. In order therefore that the Refemblance in the
Tdeas be Wit, it is neceflary that the Ideas fhould not lie
too near one another in the Nature of Things ; for where
the Likenefs is obvious, it gives no Surprize. T'o compare
one Man’s Singing to that of another, or to reprefent the
Whitenefs of any Object by that of Milk and Snow, or
the Variety of its Colours by thofe of the Rainbow, can-
not be called Wit, unlefs, befides this obvious Refem-
blance, there be fome further Congruity difcover’d in the
two Ideas that is capable of giving the Reader fome Sur-
prize. Thus when a Poet tells us, the Bofom of his Mi-
{trefs is as white as Snow, there is no Wit in the Compa-
rifon ; but when he adds with a Sigh, that it is as cold
too, it then grows to Wit. Every Reader’s Memory
may fupply him with innumerable Inftances of the fame’
Nature, For this Reafon the Similitudes in Heroic Poets,
who endeavour rather to fill the Mind with great Concep-
tions, than to divert it with fuch as are new and furpri-
zing, have feldom any thing in them that can be called
Wit. Mr. Lacke’s Account of Wit, with this fhort Ex-
planation, comprehends moft of the Spec of Wi, as
Metaphors, Similitudes, Allegories, Znigma’s, Motto’s,
Parables, Fables, Dreams, Vifions, Dramatick Writings,
Burlefque, and all the Methods of Allufion : As there are
many other Pieces of Wit, (how remote foever they may
appear at firft Sight from the foregoing Defeription) which
upon Examination will be found to agree with it.

As true Wit generally confifts in this Refemblance and
Congruity of deas, falje /it chiefly confifts in the Refem-=
blance and Congruity fometimes of fingle Letters, as in
Anagrams, Chronograms, Lipograms, and Acroftics ;
fometimes of Syllables, as in Echo’s and doggerel Rhimes ;
fometimes of Words, as in Puns and Quibbles ; and fome-
times of whole Sentences or Poems, caft into the Figures

of Eggs, Axes, or Altars; Nay, fome carry the Nullon{
I o
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of Wit fo far, as to afcribe it even to external Mimickry ;
and to look upon a Man as an ingenious Perfon, that can
refemble the Tone, Pofture, or Face of another.

As true Wit confifts in the Refemblance of Ideas, and
Jalfe Wit in the Refemblance of Words, according to the
foregoing Inftances; there is another Kind of Wit which
confifts partly in the Refemblance of Ideas, and partly in
the Refemblance of Words ; which, for Diftinétion’s fake,
T fhall call mixt Wit. This Kind of Wit is that which
abounds in Cowley, more than in any Author that ever
wrote.  Mr. Waller has likewife a great deal of it. Mr.
Dryden is very fparing in it. Milton had a Genius much 2.
bove it. Spencer is in the fame Clafs with Milton. The
talians, even in their Epic Poctry, are full of it. Monfieur
Boilean, who form’d himfelf upon the ancient Poets, has
every where rejeted it with Scorn. If we look after
mixt Wit among the Greek Writers, we fhall find it no
Wwhere but in the yrammatifls.  There are indeed fome
Strokes of it in the little Poem aferibed to Mufezus, which
by that, as well as many other Marks, betrays Ttelf to be a
modern Compofition. ~ If we look into the Latin Writers,
we find none of this mixt Wit in Virgily, Lucretius, or
Catullus; very little in Horace, but a great deal of it in
Ovid, and fearce any _thing elfe in Martial,

Out of the innumerable Branches of mix Wit 1 fhall chufe
one Inftance, which may be met with in all the Writers
of this Cla. The Paffion of Love in its Nature has
been thouglit to refemble Fire ; for which reafon the Words
Fire and Flame are made ufe of to fignify Love, The
witty Poets therefore have taken an Advantage from the
doubtful Meaning of the Word Zire, to make an infinite
Number of Witticifms, Cowley obferving the cold Re-
gard of his Miftrefs’s Eyes, and at the fame time theit Power
of producing Love in” him, confiders them as Burning-
Glaffes made of Ice ; and finding himfelf able to live in'the
greateft Extremities of Love, concludes the Tortid Zone
to be habitable. When his Miftrefs has read his Letter
written in Juice of Lemon by holding it to the Fire,
he defires her to read it over a fecond time by Love’s
Flames. When fhe weeps, he withes it were inward
Heat that diftilld chofe Drops from the Limbeck., When
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the is abfent, he is beyond Eighty, that is, thirty De-
grees nearer the Pole than when fhe is with him, His
ambitious Love is a Fire that naturally mounts upwards ;
his happy Love is the Beams of Heaven, and bis unhap-
py Love Flames of Hell. When it does not let him
fleep, it is a Flame that fends up no Smoke ; when it is op-
pofed by Counfel and Advice, it is a Fire that rages the
more by the Winds blowing upon it. Upon the dying of a
Tree in which he had cut his Loves, he obferves that his
written Flames had burnt up and withered the T'ree,
When he refolves to give over his Paffion, he tells us that
one burnt like him for ever dreads the Fire. His Heart is
an Ztna, that inftead of Vulcan’s Shop inclofes Cupid’s
Forge in'it. His endeavouring to drown his Love in
Wine, is throwing Qil upon the Fire. He wowd infinuate
to his Miftrefs, that the Fire of Love, like that of the
Sun (which produces fo many living Creatures) fhou'd
not only warm but beget. Love in another place cooks
Pleafure at his Fire. Sometimes the Poet’s Heart is fro-
zen in every Breaft, and fometimes fcorched in every
Eye; fometimes he is drowned in Tears, and burnt in
Love, like a Ship fet on Fire in the middle of the Sea.

The Reader may obferve in every one of thefe Inftan-
ces, that the Poet mixes the Qualities of Fire with thofe
of Love; and in the fame Sentence, fpeaking of it both
as a Pafion, and as real Fire, furprizes the Reader with
thofe feeming Refemblances, or Contradictions, ~that
make up all the Wit in this Kind of Writing. Mixt
Wit therefore is a Compofition of Pun and true Wit, and
is more or lefs perfect, as the Refemblance lies in the
Ideas, or in the Words: Its Foundations are laid partly
in Falfhood, and partly in Truth: Reafon puts in her
Claim for one half of it, and Extravagance for the other.
The only Province therefore for this Kind of Wit is Epi-
gram, or thofe little occafional Poems that in their own
Nature are nothing elfe but a Tiflue of Epigrams. I can-
not conclude this Head of mixt Wit, without owning that
the admirable Poet, out of whom I have taken the Exam-
ples of it, had as much true Wit as any Author that ever
wiit 5 and indeed all other Talents of an extraordinary
Genius.

Ia Ie
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Tt may be expected, fince I am upon this Subjed, that
T fhould ‘take notice of Mr. Dryden’s Definition of Wit;
which, with all the Deference that is due to the Judg-
ment of fo great a Man, is not fo properly a Definition of
Wit, as of good Writing in general.  Wit, as he defines
it, is < a Propriety of Words and Thoughts adapted to
« the Subjet.” If this be a true Definition of Wit, I
am apt to think that Euclid was the greateft Wit that ever
fent Pen to Paper: It is certain there never was a greater
Propriety of Words and Thoughts adapted to the Subject,
than what that Author has made ufe of in his Elements.
1 fhall only appeal to my Reader, if this Definition agrees
with any Notion he has of Wit: If it be a true one, I
am fure Mr. Dryden was not only a better Poet, but a
greater Wit than Mr. Cowley; and Virgil a much more
facetious Man than either Owid or Martial.

Boubours, whom I look upon to be the moft penetra~
ting of all the French Criticks, has taken Pains to fhew,
‘That it is impoffible for any Thought to be beautiful
which is not juft, ‘and has not its Foundation in the Na-
ture of Things: That the Bafis of all Wit is T'ruth ; and
that no Thought can be valuable, of which good Senfe is
not the Ground-word.  Boileau has endeavoured to incul-
cate the fame Notion in feveral Parts of his Writings, both
in Profe and Verfe, This is that natural Way of Wri-
ting, that beautiful Simplicity, which we fo much admire
in the Compofitions of the Ancients ; and which no body
deviates from, but thofe who want Strength of Genius to
make a Thought fhine in its own natural Beauties. Poets
who want this Strength of Genius to give that Majeftick
Simplicity to Nature, which we fo much admire in the
‘Works of the Ancients, are forced to hunt after foreign
Ornaments, and not to let any Piece of Wit of what Kind
foever efcape them. I look upon thefe Writers as Goths
in Poetry, who, like thofe in Archite@ure, not being able
to come up to the beautiful Simplicity of the old Greeks
and Romans, have endeavoured to fupply its Place with all
the Extravagancies of an irregular Fancy. Mr. Dryden
makes a very handfome Obfervation, on Quid’s writing a
Letter from Dido to Zneas, in the following Words :
< Owvid (fays he, fpeaking of Virgil's Fiction of Dids and
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Aineas) * takes it up after him, even in the fame Age,
¢ and makes an ancient Heroine of Virgil’s new-created
¢ Dida; di@ates a Letter for her juft before her Death to
¢ the ungrateful Fugitive ; and, very unluckily for hima
felf, is for meafuring a Sword witha Man fo much fu-
< perior in Force to him on the fame Subje@. I think E
< may be Judge of this, becaufe I have tranflated both.
¢ The famous Author of the Art of Love has nothing of
¢ his own ; he borrows all from a greater Mafter in his
< own Profeffion, and, which is worfe, improves nothing
¢ which he finds: Nature fails him, and- being forced to
¢ his old Shift, he has recourfe to Witticifm. ~ This paf~
<¢ fes indeed with his foft Admirers, and gives him the
$¢ Preference to Virgil in their Efteem,”

Were not I fupported by fo great an Authority as that
of Mr. Dryden, I fhould not venture to obferve, That the
‘Tafte of moft of our Englifh Poets, as well as Readers, is
extremely Gothick. He quotes Monfieur Segrais for a
threefold Diftinftion of the Readers of Poetry: In the
firft of which he comprehends the Rabble of Readers,
‘whom he does not treat as fuch with regard to their Quali-
ty, but to their Numbers and the Coarfenefs of their
Tafte. His Words are as follow: ¢ Segrass has diftin-
< guifhed the Readers of Poetry, according to their Ca-
< pacity of judging, into three Claffes. [He might have
faid the fame of Writers too, if he had pleafed.] < In
¢¢ the loweft Form he places thofe whom he calls Les
Petits Efprits, fuch things as are our Upper-Gallery
Audiencé in a Play-houfe; who like nothing but the
Husk and Rind of Wit, prefer a Quibble, a Conceit,
an Epigram, before folid Senfe and clegant Expreffion =
Thefe are Mob Readers. If Virgil and Martial ftood
¢ for Parliament-Men, we know already who would
carry it. But though they make the greateft Appear~
ance in the Field, and cry the loudeft, the beft on’t is
< they are but a Sort of French Huguenots, or Dutch
¢ Boors, brought over in Herds, but not Naturalized ;
¢ who have not Lands of two Pounds per Annum in Par-
“ naffis, and therefore are not privileged to Poll. Their
¢ Authors are of the fame Level, fit to reprefent them on
“ a Mountcbank’s Stage, or to be Mafters of the Cere-
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. monies in a Bear-Garden: Yet thefe are they whe
s have the moft Admirers. But it often happens, to
§¢ their Mortification, that as their Readers improve theiz
s¢ Stock of Senfe, (as they may by reading better Books,
«¢.and by Converfation with Men of Judgment) they
¢ foon forfake them.”

1 muft not difmifs this Subject without obferving, that
as Mr. Lacke, in the Paffage above-mention’d, has difco-
ver'd the moft fruitful Source of Wit ; fo there is another
of a quite contrary Nature to it, which does likewife
branch itfelf out into feveral Kinds. For not only the
Refemblance, but the Oppofition of Ideas does very often
produce Wit; as I could fhew in feveral little Points,
Turns, and Antithefes, that I may poffibly enlarge upon
in fome future Speculation,

Negss.  Tuespay, dpril 10

Rifu incpto res ineptior nulla off. Mart,

A.Mnng all Kinds of Writing, there is none in which
=% Authors are more apt to mifcarry than in Works of
Humour, as there is none in which they are more ambiti-
ous to excel. . It is not an Imagination that teems with
Monfters, an Head that is filled with extravagant Con-
ceptions, which is capable of furnifhing the World with
Diverfions of this Nature ; and yet if we look into the
Production of feveral Writers, who fet up for Men of
Humour, what wild irregular Fancies, what unnatural
Diftortions of Thought, do we meet with? If they fpeak
Nonfenfe, they believe they are talking Humour ; and
when they have drawn together a Scheme of abfurd incon-
fiftent Ideas, they are not able to read it over to them-
{elves without laughing. Thefe poor Gentlemen endea-
vour to gain themfelves the Reputation of Wits and Hu-
mourifts,
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mourifls, by fuch monftrous Conceits as almoft qualify
them for Bedlam 3 not confidering ‘that Humeur fhould
always lie under the Check of Reafon, and that it requires
the Direttion of the niceft Judgmient, by fo much thé
more as it indulges itfelf in the moft boundlefs Freedoms:
There is a kind of Nature that is to be obferved i this
fort of Compofitions, as well as i all other; and a ces
tain Regularity of ‘Thought which muft difcover the
Writer to be a Man of Senfe; at the fame time that he
appears altogether given up to Caprice. For my’ paft;
when T read the delirious Mirth of an anskilfiil Author, T
cannot be fo barbarous as to divert myfelf with it, but am
rather apt to pity the Man, than to laugh at any thing he
writes.

The deceafed Mr, Shadwell, who had himfelf a great
deal of the Talent which I am treating of, reprefents an
empty Rake, in one of his Plays, as very much furprized
to hear one fay that breaking of Windows was not Hu-
mour; and I queftion not but feveral Englifh Readers will
be as much ftartled to hear mie affirm, that many of thofe
raving incoherent Pieces, which are often fpread among
us, under odd chymerical Titles, are rather the Offspringy
of a diftempered Brain, than Works of Humour.

It is indeed miuch eafier to deferibe what is not Humour,
than what is; and very difficult to define it otherwife than
as Gowley has done Wit, by Negatives. Wete I to give
my own Notions of it, I would deliver them after Plato’s
manner, in a kind of Allegory, and by fuppofing Humour
to be a Perfon, deduce to him all his Qualifications, ac-
cording to_the following Genealogy. TrUTH was the
Founder of the Family, and the Father of Goob Sense,
Goob Sense was the Father of Wir, who married a
Lady of a Collateral Line called MirTH, by whom he
had Iffue Humour. Humour therefore being the
youngeft of this illuftrious Family, and defcended from
Parents of fuch different Difpofitions, is very various and
uncqual in his Temper;, fometimes you fee him putting on
grave Looks, and a folemn Habit ; fometimes airy in his
Behaviour, and fa k in his Drefs : Infomuch that at
different times he appears as ferious as a Judge, and as jo-
cular as a Merry-dndrew. But as be has a great deal of

the
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the Mother in his Conftitution, whatever Mood hé is iny
he never fails to make his Company laugh.

But fince there is an Impoftor abroad, who takes upon
him the Name of this young Gentleman, and would wil-
lingly pafs for him in the World ; to the end that well-
smeaning Perfons may not be impofed upon by Cheats, I
would defire my Readers, when they meet with this Pre-
tender, to look into his Parentage, and to examine him
frictly, whether or no he be remotely allied to TRUTH,
and lineally defcended from Goop SENSE ; if not, they
may conclude him a Counterfeit. They may likewife
diffinguifh him by a loud and excefive Laughter, in which
he feldom gets his Company to join with him. For as
“True Humour generally looks ferious, while every bo-
dy laughs about him 3 Farse Humouw is always laugh-
ing, whilft every body about him looks ferious, I fhall
only add, If he has not in him a Mixture of both Parents,
that is, i he would pa6s for the Offspring of Wit with-
out MirTH, or MirTH without WiT, you may con-
clude him to be altogether Spurious, and a Cheat.

“The Impoftor of whom I am fpeaking, defcends origi-
nally from FaLseHoOoD, who was the Mother of NoN-
sEnsE, who was brought to Bed of a Son called Frenzy,
who married one of the Daughters of FoLry, commonly
known by the Name of LAUGHTER, on whom he be-
got that monftrous Infant of which I have been here fpeak-
ing. I fhall fet down at length the Genealogical Table of
Fanse HuMOUR, and, at the fame time, place under
it the Genealogy of TRUE HUMOUR, that the Reader
may at one View behold their different Pedigrees and Re-
lations.

Favrsenoob.
NONSENSE.
FRENZY. LAUGHTER.
Farse Humour.

TRUTH.
Goop SENSE.
Wir.: MIRrTH.
HumoURr,

I might
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T might extend the Allegory, by mentioning feveral of
the Children of FarLse HuMoUR, who are more in
Number than the Sands of the Sea, and might in particu~
lar enumerate the many Sons and Daughters which he has
begot in this Ifland : But as this would be a very invidi-
ous Task, I fhall only obferve in general, that FaLse
Humour differs from the TRUE, as a Monkey does
from a Man,

Firft of all, He is exceedingly given to little Apifh
"Trricks and Buffooneries,

Secondly; He fo muth delights in Mimickry, that it is
all one to him whether he expofes by it Vice and Folly,
Luxury and Avarice; or, on the contrary, Virtue and
Wifdom, Pain and Poverty.

Thirdly, He is wonderfully unlucky, infomuch that he
will bite the Hand that feeds bim, and endeavour to ridi-
cule both Friends and Foes indifferently.  For having but
fmall Talents, he muft be merry where he can, not where
he pould.

Fourthly, Being entirely void of Reafon, he purfues no
Point either of Morality or Inftruction, but is Ludicrous
only for the fake of being fo.

Fifthly, Being incapable of any thing but Mock-Repre-
fentations, his Ridicule is always Perfonal, and aimed at
the vicious Man, or the Writer; not at the Vice, or at
the Writing.

I have here only pointed - at the whole Species of Falfe
Humourifts ; but as one of my principal Defigns. in this
Paper is to beat down that malignant Spirit, which difco-
vers itfelf in the Writings of the prefent Age, I fhall not
feruple, for the future, to fingle out any of the fmall
Wits, that infeft the World with fuch Compofitions as
are ill-natured, immoral, and abfurd. This is the only
Exception which I fhall make to the general Rule I have
preferibed myflf, of attacking Maulitudss : Since every
honeft Man ought to look upon himfelf as in a natural
State of War with the Libeller and Lampooner, and to
annoy them where-ever they fall in his way, This is
but retaliating upon them, and treating them as they treat
others.
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Concerning

HuMmovur in CoMEDY.

To Mr. DE N N IS.

Dear S 1 R,

felf two or three Days with reading feveral Co-

medies of feveral Authors; and your Obfervation
is, That there is more of Humour in our Englifh Writers,
than in any of the other Comic Poets, Ancient or Mo-
dern.  You defire to know my Opinion, and at the fame
time my Thoughts, of that which is generally call'd Hu=
mour in Comedy,

I agree with you, in an impartial Preference of our
Englifp ‘Nriters, in that Particular, But if I tell you my
"Thoughts of Humour, I muft at the fame time confefs,
that what I take for true Humour, has not been fo often
Written even by them as is generally believed : And fome
who have valued themfelves, and have been efteem’d: by
others, for that Kind of Writing, have feldom touch’d
#pon it, * T'g make this appear to the World, would re-
quire

YO U write to me, that you have entertain’d your
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quire a long and labour'd Difcourfe, and fuch as I neither
am able nor willing to undertake. But fuch little Re-
marks, as may be contain’d within the Compafs of a Let=
ter, and fuch unpremeditated ‘Thoughts, as may be com-
municated between Friend and Friend, without incurring
the Cenfure of the World, or fetting up for a Diétator,
you fhall have from me, fince you have injoin'd it.

To define Humaur, perhaps, were as difficult as to de-
fine #it; for, like that, it is of infinite Variety. To enu-
merate the feveral Humours of Men, were a Work as
endlefs, as to fum up their feveral Opinions. And in my
mind, the Quot homines tot Sententie might have been
more properly interpreted of Humour; fince there are
many Men, of the fame Opinion in many things, who
are quite different in Humours. But tho’ we cannot cer-
tainly tell what 77it is, or what Humour is, yet we may
go near to thew fomething which is not 77it, or not Hu-
mour; and yet often miftaken for both. ~And fince I
have mentioned #7it and Humour together, let me make
the firft Diftin&ion between them, and obferve to you,
that /it is often miftaken for Humour.

1 have obferved, that when a few things have been wit-
tily and pleafantly fpoken by any Character in 2 Comedy,
it has been very ufual for thofe, who make their Remarks
on a Play while it is aling, to fay, Such a Thing is very
Humoroufly fpoken: There is a great deal of Humour iz
that Part. Thus the Charadter of the Perfon fpeaking,
may be, furprizingly and pleafantly, is miftaken for a
Chara@er of Humour, which indeed is a Charafter of
Wit. But there is a great Difference between a Comedy,
wherein there are many things Humoroufly, as they call ity
which is Pleafantly fpoken ; and one, where there are fe-
veral CharaGiers of Humour, diftinguifl’d by the particu-
Jar and different Humaurs, appropriated to the feveral Per-
fons reprefented, and which naturally arife from the diffe-
rent ituti lexi and Difpofitions of
Men. The faying of Humorous Things does not diftin-
guifh Charalters ; for every Perfon in a Comedy may be
allow’d to fpeak them,  From a Wity Man they are ex-
pected ; and even a Fool may be permitted to ﬁumb]e’ on
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’em by chance. Tho’ I make a Difference betwixt ;¢
and Humour, yet 1 do not think that Humorous Characters
exclude Wit: No, but the Manner of /it fhould be a~
dapted to the Humour. As for Inflance: A Charaer of
a Splenetick and Peevith Humour fhould have a Satyrical
Wit: A Jolly and Sanguine Humour fhould have a Face-
tious Wit. “The former fhould fpeak Pofitively ; the
latter, Carelefly: For the former obferves and fhews
things as they are; the latter rather overlooks Nature,
and fpeaks things as he would have them ; and his Wit
and Humour have both of them a lefs Alloy of Judgment
than the others,

As Wit, fo, its Oppofite, Zully, is fometimes miftaken
for Humour,

When a Post brings a Charaster on the Stage, com-
mitting a thoufand Abfurdities, and talking Impertinences,
roaring aloud, and laughing immoderately, on every, or
rather upon no Occafion ; this is a Charater of Humour.

Is any thing more common, than to have a pretended
Comedy ftuft’d with fuch Gro(efquc-}figurcs, and Farce-
Fools? Things, that either are not in Nature, or if they
are, are Monfters, and Births of Mifchance ; and confe-
quently, s fuch, fhould be ftified, and huddled out of the
way, like Sosterkins, that Mankind may not be fhock’d
with an appearing Poffibility of the Degeneration of a
God-like Species. ~ For my part, I am as willing to laugh
s any body, and as cafily diverted with an Obje& truly
ridiculous ; ‘but at the fame time, I can never care for fee-
ing things that force me to entertain low Thoughts of my
Nature.  I'don’t know how it is with others, but I con-
fefs freely to you, I could never look long upon a Monke;
without very mortifying Reflections ; though I never heard
any thing to the contrary, why that Creature is not ori-
ginally of a diftin€t Species. = As I don’t think Humour
exclufive of #it, neither do I think it inconfiftent with
Folly; but T think the Follies thould be only fuch as
Mens Humours may incline ’em to, and not Follics ena
tirely abftradted from both Humour and Nature,

Sometimes Perfonal Defiéts are mifreprefented for. Fu-
mours,

I mean,
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I mean, Characters are barbaroufly expofe
on the Stage, ridiculing natural Deformities, cafual De-
feés in the Senfes, and Infirmities of Age. Sure the Poet
muft both be very ill-natur’d himfelf, and think his Audi-
ence fo, when he propofes, by fhewing a Man Deform’d,
or Deaf, or Blind, to give them an agreeable Entertain~
ment ; and hopes to raife their Mirth, by what is truly an
Object of Compaffion. But much need not be faid upon
this Head to any body, efpecially to you, who in one of
your Letters to me concerning Mr. Fobnfm's FOX,
have juftly excepted againft this Immoral Part of Ridicule
in CorBACCIO’s Charader 5 and there I muft agree with
you to blame him, whom otherwife I cannot enough ad=
mire, for his great Maftery of true Humour in Comedy.

External Habit of Body is often miftaken for Humour.

By External Habit, 1 do not mean the ridiculous Drefs
or Cloathing of a Charater, though that goes a good way
in fome received Characters, ~ ( But undoubtedly a Man’s
Humour may incling him to drefs differently from other
People: ) But I mean a Singularity of Manners, Speech,
and Behaviour, peculiar to all, or moft of the fame Coun-
try, Trade, Profeffion, or Education. I cannot think
that a Humour, which is only a Habit, or Difpofition
contracted by Ufe or Cuftom ; for by a Difufe or Com-
pliance with other Cuftoms, it may be worn off or diver~

ify’d.

Affeciation is generally miftaken for Humour.

T'hefe are indeed fo much alike, that at a Diftance they
may be miftaken one for the other. For what is Humour
in one, may be Affectation in another; and nothing is
imore common, than for fome to affe particular Ways of
{aying, and doing things, peculiar to others, whom they
admire and would imitate.  Humour is the Life, Affeita-
#ion the Picture, He that draws a Charaer of Afectation,
thews Humour at the Second-hand ; he at beft but pub-
lifhes a Tranflation, and his Pictures are but Copies.

But as thefe two laft Diftintions are the niceft, fo it
may be moft proper to explain them by particular Inftan-
ces from fome Author of Reputation. Humour I take,
either to be born with us, and fo of a natural Growth 3

or
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or elfe to be grafted into us by fome accidental Change in
the Contftitution, or Revolution of the internal Habit of
Body ; by which it becomes, if I may. focall it, Natu-
saliz’d,

Humour is from Nature, Habit from Cuftom, and
Affactation from Induftry.

Humour fhews us as we are.

Habit thews us, as we appear, under a forcible Impref-

on.

Affeétatio fhews what we would be, under a voluntary
Difguie.

Though here I would obferve by the way, that a con=
vinued Affeciation may in time become a Habit.

The Charadter of MO RO SE in the Silent-TVoman,
1 take to be a Character of Humour. And I chufe to in~
ftance this Charaler to you, from many others of the
fame Author, becaufe I know it has been condemn’d by
many as Unnatural and Farce: And you have yourfelf
hinted fome Diflike of it, for the fame Reafon, in a Let=
ter to me, concerning fome of Fohnfin’s Plays.

Let us fuppofe 470 R O SE to be a Man naturally
fplenetick and melancholy ; is there any thing more offen-
five to one of fuch a Difpofition than Noife and Clamour ?
Let any Man that has the Spleen (and there are enough
in England) be Judge. We fee common Examples of
this Humour in little, every Day. ’Tis ten to one, but
three Parts in four of the Company that you dine with,
are difcompofed and ftartled at the cutting of a Cork, or
feratching a Plate with a Knife: It is a Proportion of the
fame Humour, that makes fuch or any other Noife offen-
five to the Perfon that hears it; for there are others who
will not be difturb’d at all by it. Well; but MOROSE,
you will fay, is fo extravagant, he cannot bear any Dif~
courfe or é’onverfation above a Whifper. Why, it is his
Excefs of this Humour that makes him become ridiculous,
and qualifies his Character for Comedy. If the Poet had
given him but a moderate Proportion of that Humour, ’tis
odds but half the Audience would have fided with the Cha=
raéler, and have condemned the Author, for expofing a
Humonr which was seither remarkable nor Iidiculous‘[(]iic-

ides,
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fides, the Diftance of the Stage requires the Figure repre-
fented to be fomething largeriehan the Life ; and fure a
Picture may have Features larger in Proportion, and yet
be very like the Original. - If this Exacinefs of Quantity
were to be obferv’d in /it, as fome would have it in Hu-
mour, what would become ‘of thofe Charalers that are
defign’d for Men of Wit? Iibelieve if a Poet fhould ftal a
Dialogue of any Length from the' Extempore Difcourfe of
the two wittieft Men upon Earth; he would find the Scene
but coldly receiv’d by the Town. But to the purpofe:

The Chara&er ‘of Sir Jobn Daw in the fame Play, is
a Charaéler of Affectation. He every-where difcovers an
Affeétation of Learning 3 when he is not only cohfcious to
himfelf, but the Audience alfo plainly perceives that he is
ignorant, ~ Of tliis Kind are-the Charaélers: of Thrafo:in
the EUNUC H of Terence; and Pyrgopalinites i’ the
MILES GLORIOSUS of, Plautus. They. affelt
to be thought Valiant, when both themfelves and the Au-
dience know they are not. Now fuch a boafting of Va~
lour in Men:who were really valiant, would undoubtedly
be a Humaur 5 for a fiery Difpofition might naturally throw
a Man into the fame Extravagancé; which'is only’ affes-
¢d in the Charadters I have mentioned,

The Character of C O B in Every Man in his Humour,
and moft of the under Charaétersiin Bartholomew-Fair,
difcover only a Singularity’ of Manners, appropriated to
the feveral Educations and Profeffions of the Perfons repre-
fetned.  They are not Humours; but Habits contrated by
Cuftom.  Under this Head may be rang’d all Country
Clowns, Sailors, Tradefmen, Jockeys, Gamefters; and
fuch like, who make ufe of Cants, or peculiar Dialects in
their feveral Arts and Vocations. - One may almoft give a
Receipt for the Compofition of fuch a Charaéter:  For the
Poet has nothing to do, but to collect a few proper Phrafes
and Terms of Art, and to make the Perfon apply them by
ridiculous Metaphors in his Converfation, with Chara&ters
of different Natures, Some late Charaers of this Kind
bave been very fuccefful ; but in my Mind they may be
painted without much Art or Labour, fince they require
little more than a good Memory, and fuperficial Obferva-

tion,
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tion. But true Humour capnot be fhewn without a Dif.
fection of Nature, and a sarrow Search, to difcover the
firft Seeds from whence it has its Root and Growth,

I I were to write to the World, I fhould be obliged to
dwell longer upon each of thefe Diftin@ions and Exam-
ples 3 for I know that they would not be plain enough to
all Readers.  But a bare Hint is fufficient to inform you
of the Notions which I have on this Subject: And I hope
by this time you are of my own Opinion, that Humour is
ncither /it, nor Folly, nor Pérfonal Defect, nor Affetta-
tion, nor Habit; and yet, that each, and all of thefe,
have:been both written and received for Humour.

I fhould be unwilling to venture even on a bare De-
{eription.of Humour, much more to make a Definition of
it ; but now my hand is in, I will tell you what ferves
me inftead of either. . I take it to be, 4 fingular and una-
woidable manner of doing, or'faying any thing, peculiar and
natural 1o one. Man only, by which: his Speech and Agtions
are diftinguift’d from thofe of other Men.

Our Humour has relation 7o us, and to what proceeds
Jfrom us, as the Accidents have to a Subftance ; it is a Co-
Tour, Tafte, and Smell, diffufed through all; tho’ our
Adtions are never fo many; and different in Form, they
are all Splinters of the fame Wood, and have naturally one
Complexion ; which tho’ it may be difguifed by Art, yet
cannot be wholly changed : We may paint it with other
Colours, but we cannot change the Grain.  So the natu-
ral Sound of an Inftrument will be diftinguifl’d, tho” the
Notes exprefled by it are never fo various, and the Divifi-
ons never fo many. - Diffimulation may by degrees be-
come. miore eafy to our Pradlice, but it can never abfo-
lutely tranfubftantiate us into what we would feem: It
will - always be in fome Proportion a Violence upon
Nature,

A Man may change his Opinion, but I believe he will
find it a Difficulty to part with his Humour 5 and there is
nothing more provoking than the being made fenfible of
that Difficulty. Sometimes one fhall meet with thofe,
wlio perhaps, “innocently enough, but at the fame time im-
pertinently, will ask the Queftion, /7y are you not mer-
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19 @ Why are yau not gay, pleafont, and chearfyl 2 then
inflead of anfwering, could I ask fuch a one, #ky areyoy
wot bandfome . Why have you not black Eyes, and a better
Complexion 2 Nature abhors to be forced.

The two famous Philofophers of Ephefus and Abdera
have their different Seéts at this Day. Some Weep, and
others Laugh, at one and the fame thing.

I don’s doubt but you have obferved feveral Men laugh
when they are angry, others. who are filent, fome that
are loud: yet I cannot fuppofe that it is the Paffion of
Anger, which is in itfelf different, or more or lefs in one
than tother; but that it is the Humoyr of the Man that is
predominant, and urges him to exprefs it in that manner.
Demonftrations of Pleafure are as various ; one Man has
a Humour of retiring from all Company, when any thing
has happen’d to pleafe him beyond Expe@ation ; he hugs
himfelf alone, and thinks it an Addition to the Pleafure to
keep it fecret.  Another is upon Thorns till he has made
Proclamation of it, and muft make other People fenfible of
his Happinefs, before he can be fo himfelf. So it is in
Grief and other Paffions. Demonftrations of Love, and
the Effe@s of that Paffion upon feveral Humours, are in-
finitely different : but here the Ladies who abound in Ser-
vants are the beft Judges. Talking of the Ladies, me-
thinks fomething fhould be obferved of the Humoyr of the
Fair Sex, fince they are fometimes fo kind as to furnifh
out @ Chara&er for Comedy. But I muft confefs I have
never made any Obfervation of what I apprehend fo be
true Humour in Women. Perhaps Paffions are too power-
ful in that Sex to let Humaur have its Courfe ; or may be,
by reafon of their natural Coldnefs, Humour cannot exert
itfelf to that extravagant Degree, which it often does in
the Male Sex. For if ever any thing does appear comical
or ridiculous in 2 Woman, I think it is little more than
an acquired Folly, .or an Affe@tation. We may call
them the weaker Sex ; but I think the true Reafon is, be-
caufe our Follies are ftronger, and our Faults are more pre-
vailing,

Qne might think that the Diverfity of Humour, which
muft be allowed to be diffufed throughout Mankind, might

0, afford
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afford endlefs Matter for the Support of Comedy. But
when we come clofely to confider that Point, and nicely.
to diftinguith the Difference of Humours, I believe we fhall
find the contrary, For though we allow every Man
fomething of his own, and a peculiar Humour,  yet every
Man has it not in Quantity to become remarkable by ‘it ;
or, if many do become remarkable by their Husours, yet
all thofe Humours may not be diverting, - Nor is it only
fequifite to diftinguith what Humour will be diverting,
but alfo how much of it; what Part of it to fhew in
Light, and what to caft in Shades ; how to fet it off by
preparatory Scenes, and by oppofing other Humours to it in
the fame Scene. Through a wrong Judgment fometimes,
Mens Humours may be oppofed when there is really no
fpecific Difference between them ; only a greater Propor-
tion of the fame in one than t'other, occafion’d by his ha~
ving more Phleghm or Choler, or whatever the Conftitu-
tion is, from whence their Humours derive their Source.
“There is infinitely more to be faid on this Subjeét, tho’
perhaps I have already faid too much; but T have faid it
20 a Friend, who I 'am fure will not expofe it, if he'does
not approve of it. I believe the Subje& is entirely
new, and was never touch’d upon before ; and if T would
have any one to fee this private Effay, it fhould be fome
one, who might be provoked by my Errors in it, to pub-
lith a more judicious Treatife on the Subje. Indeed T
wifh it were done, that the World being a little acquaint-
ed with the Scarcity of true Humour, and the Difficulty of
finding and fhewing it, might look a little more favoura-
bly on the Labours of them, who endeavour to fearch into
Nature for it, and lay it open to the publick View.
1 don’t fay but that very entertaining and ufeful Cha-
ra@ers, and proper for Comedy, may be drawn from Af-
fectation, and thofe other Qualities which I have endea-
vourd to diftinguifh from Humour ; but I'would not have
fuch impofed on the World for Humour, nor efteem’d of
equal Value with it. It were perhaps the Work of a long
Life to make one Comedy true in all its Parts, and to give
every Charader in it a true and diftinG Humour. There-
fore every Poet muft be beholden'to other Helps, to make
out
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out his Number of ridiculous Chara&ers. But I think
fuch a one deferves to be broke, who makes all falfe Mu-
fters ; who does not fhew one true Humour in a Comedy,
but entertains his Audience to the End of the Play with
every thing out of Nature.

will make but one Obfervation to you more, and
have done ; and that is grounded upon an Obfervation of
your own, and which I mentioned at the Beginning of my
Letter, wiz. That there is more of Hurmour in our Englif
Comic Writers than in any others. I do not at all won-
der at it, for I look upon Humour to be almoft of Englif
Growth ; at leaft it does net feem to have found fuch In-
creafe on any other Soil. And what appears to me to be
the Reafon of it, is the great Freedom, Privilege, and Li-
berty which the common People of £7gland enjoy. Any
Man that has a Humour is under no Reftraint, or Fear of
giving it Vent ; they have a Proverb among them, which
may be will fhew the Bent and Genius of the People, as
well as a longer Difcourfe: He that will have a May-pole,
Jhall have a May-pole. This is a Maxim with them,
and their Praice is agreeable to it. 1 believe fomething
confiderable too may be afcribd to their feeding fo much
on Flefh, and the Grofinefs of their Diet in general. But
1 have done, let the Phyficians agree that. Thus you
have my Thoughts of Humour, to my Power of expre(-
fing them in fo little Time and Compafs. You will be
kind to fhew me wherein I have err’d; and as you are
very capable of giving me Inftruétion, fo 1 think I have a
very juft Title to demand it from you; being, without
Referve,

Your real Friend,

July 10, 1695.
and humble Servanty

W. CONGREVE.
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