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MEETINGS LIST.
Friday, Dec. 10th.

Grundy Street, 11 a.m., Mrs. Bouvier, 
Miss Manicom.

Beckton Rd., 4.30 p.m., Miss Lynch.
Poplar Women's Hall, 3 p.m. Mrs. 

Walshe, Miss Manicom.
Bow Women’s Hall, 8 p.m., " Par- 

liament."
Saturday, Dec. 11th.

Chrisp St. and Grundy St., 3 p.m.,
Morning Lane and Well St., 11 a.m., 

Mrs. Bouvier, Miss Beamish.
Vernon Rd., 3 p.m., Miss Lynch.

Sunday, Dec. 12 th.
Victoria Park, 3 p.m., Mr. Atlee, 

Mrs. Bouvier.
Osborne St., 11.30 a.m., Miss Lynch.
“Whitehouse,” 11 a.m., Miss Mani- 

com, Mrs. Holloway.
Bow Women’s Hall, International 

League, East London Branch, 7 
p.m. Miss Fraser Smith, Mr. Cyon. 
Chair: Mrs. Bouvier.
Monday, Dec. 13th.

Follett St., 6 p.m., Mrs. Bouvier, Miss 
Manicom.

Custom House, 4.30 p.m., Miss Lynch, 
Miss Beamish.

Tuesday. Dec. 14th.
Whitecross Street, 1.30 p.m., Mrs. 

Bouvier, Mrs. Holloway.
Poplar Women’s Hall, 8 p.m., Mrs. 

Drake, Mr. Ch. Gray.
Bow Women’s Hall, 3 p.m., Mrs. 

Walshe, Miss Lynch.
175 Dalston Lane, 3 p.m., Mrs. 

Bouvier, Miss Beamish.
Wednesday, Dec. 15 th.

Chrisp St, 6.30 p.m., Mr. Mackinlay, 
Miss Manicom.

53 St. Leonard St., 3.30 p.m., Miss 
Smyth.
Thursday, Dec. 16th.

175 Dalston Lane, 8 p.m., Miss 
Beamish and others.

55 Fife Road, 3 p.m., Mrs. Bouvier, 
Mrs. Parsons.
Friday, Dec. 17th.

Piggott St., 4.30 p.m., Miss Lynch, 
Miss Manicom.

Beckton Rd., 4.30 p.m., Mrs. Bouvier.
Poplar Women’s Hall, 3 p.m., Miss 

Lynch, Mrs. Drake.
Bow Women's Hall, 7.30 p,m.. Inter- 

national Mediation Debate.
Saturday, Dec. 18th.

Well Street and Morning Lane, 3.30 
p.m., Mr. Mackinlay, Miss Beamish

Vernon Rd., 3 p.m., Miss Lynch.
Nursery Children’s Party, Old Ford 

Road.
Christmas Dinner, 400 Old Ford Rd.

Sunday, Dec. 19th.
Hyde Park, 3 p.m., Mrs. Drake and 

others.
Poplar Women’s Hall, 7.30 p.m., Mrs. 

Walshe, Mr. Sorenson.

MEETING of the East London Branch 
of the International League.

SUNDAY, DEC. 12th, 7 p.m.
Speakers :

Mr. CYON—“Women's Suffrage in Finland 
and its effects on Working Women.”

Miss FRASER SMITH.
Chair ... ... Mrs. BOUVIER.
Songs ... Mr. CHAPPELOW.

A LIMITED NUMBER OF BOUND
COPIES o£ the FIRST VOLUME of the 
WOMAN’S Dreadnought 

a; WILL BE ON SALE SHORTLY.. :: 
PRICE 6s. 6d. m ORDER EARLY.

NEXT WEEK I
THE

CHRISTMAS NUMBER
OF THE

" W Oman’s Dreadnought"
Three Times the Usual Size. Price ONE PENNY.

Beautiful Drawings by Herbert Cole, A. K. Browning and a 
Gift from Walter Crane to the E.L.F.S.

Poems, Stories and Articles by Maurice Rosenfeld, Gladys 
Mendl, Mrs. MANSELL-MOULLIN, George Lansbury and others.

SEND IT AS A CHRISTMAS CARD TO 
YOUR FRIENDS.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW.

BERNARD SHAW AT
PORTMAN ROOMS.

The daily papers reported the 
war-like part of Mr. Bernard Shaw’s 
speech in such detail that we may con- 
fine ourselves to the important part, 
relating to the " Nation’s Vitality,” 
which was the subject of the lecture.

The comparison of men killed in 
the present War with infant mor­
tality gave some startling figures: 
In one year of War 75,000 men, or 
21 per cent., were killed; 100,000 
babies, or 122 per cent., die before 
they are a year old. New Zealand, 
by a little forethought, has reduced the 
infant mortality to 5 per cent., and 
a town in France, Villiers le Duc, 
where the Mayor is also a doctor, 
occupies the unique position of not 
having lost one child during that 
Mayor’s ten years of office. These 
two instances, Mr. Shaw said, proved 
us to be murderers!

Mr. Shaw advocated that knight­
hoods should be given to the Mayors 
of the towns which have the lowest 
infant mortality. We should be 
ready to do this if we were an 
intelligent people; but we are not!

Topics of the day—such as the Con- 
ferenee between Trade Union repre­
sentatives and Asquith, McKenna, 
and Runciman—were used by Mr. 

J Shaw to show the utter futility of

WOMEN’S CALL TO
ACTION.

It is reported that popular discon- 
tent is growing in Germany and that 
rioting is of frequent occurence. On 
October 30th, several hundred 
Socialist women marched to the 
Berlin office of the German Socialist 
paper Vorwdfts and presented the 
following manifesto to the Socialist 
Party :

We come at the request of the most 
active women comrades in Berlin, 
and with the support of the Berlin 
Socialist women as a whole, in order 
to give the Party Executive and the 
Party Council direct information of 
the state of feeling in our groups, 
and of our wishes and demands. For 
it appears that the elected represen - 
tatives of the Berlin comrades on 
the Party Council are very far from 
reporting, voting and acting accord- 
ing to the opinions of those whom 
they represent.

It is well known to you that here, 
as in other places, there is great 
bitterness of feeling, owing to the 
rise in prices. This bitterness has 
led to a number of riots among the 
unorganised, and among the organ- 
isedt oo it has reached a serious 
pitch.

But the question of the rise in the 
cost of living does not stand alone. 
On the contrary, it is most closely 
connected with the whole war policy 
of the Government, and therefore 
cannot be solved by those who are in 
agreement with the other actions of 
the Government, and with the ends 
that it thinks to reach by the War.

As the Government is aiming in 
i the War at the future economic ex- 
ploitation and political oppression of 
districts and nations which are at 
present not German, it can naturally 
endure and promote the increasing 
exploitation and oppression of its own 
people during the War.

The Government leaves the iron 
and coal magnates, and especially 
landlowners, a free hand in face of 
the rise in cost of all important 
necessaries of life, and only makes a 
few delusive regulations with regard 
to the middle and small traders. It 
is true that the Party leaders have 
already protested against the usurious 
profits made by producers and 
traders, both in their memorial, and 
in discussions with the Government. 
But seeing that all these protests 
have been practically without effect, 
it is necessary not only to repeat 
them, but to reinforce them with 
other methods. Before all, it is 
necessary to win the freedom of the 
press, which is essential to the fight 
against profit-mongering in the neces- 
saries of life. The censor has just 
lately gagged the press more tightly 
than ever on this subject. Several 
provincial party journals have been 
temporarily suppressed for articles 
on the question of the cost of living. 
In Berlin, the Chief Commandant, 
Herr von Kessel, has himself ordered 
the press to soothe the people by 
praising the Government’s measures 
and refraining from criticism. Every 
complaint against the Agrarians is 
held by the Berlin censorship to be a 
breach of the " truce ” and is threat- 
ened with punishment.

Under the protection of the censor- 
ship, traders and producers can com- 
fortably pursue their exploitation of 
the people. The fight against prices 
must therefore alsojbe a fight against 
the censorship. Here too, protests be­
hind closed doors are insufficient. The 
Party leaders must make public 
protests against the censorship, and 
the Socialist members must be asked 
to make a sharp criticism of the 

(Continued on page 380, col. 2.)

expecting help from those placed in 
power, so long as public offices are 
conferred on the wrong men. He 
quoted Lloyd George as a case in 
point, saying that he should be made 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Neither 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer nor 
Minister of Munitions had he shown 
any ability; in fact, his Munitions Act 
had brought the country to the 
verge of revolution I

In conclusion, Mr. Shaw remarked 
that it was rather hard to require 
war to wake us up to our scandalous 
neglect both of infants and growing 
children. He rather damped the 
applause which his eloquence de- 
served by looking at his watch and 
saying: "Ten babies have died since 
I began to speak—nine of them have 
been murdered I ”

Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, who was 
in the chair, then called on Dr. 
Tchaykovsky, whose appeal on behalf 
of the " Mother’s Arms " and Baby 
Clinics realised £30 11s. Promises 
were also made of two £1 subscrip­
tions and a cheque.

An Oxford man sent in 10s. to 
help to defray the cost of changing 
from one hall to the other, which 
had to be done at a day’s notice.

I However, in spite of this change, the 
- meeting was most successful.

I The E.L.F.S. tenders most grate­
ful thanks to Mr. Bernard Shaw.
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LORD DERBY’S SCHEME.
Mr. Bentham: Will my Rt. Hon. friend 

see that the starred lists are gone through 
and corrected before the voluntary system is 
finally abandoned ?

The Prime Minister : It is very dangerous 
to answer supplementary questions. All I 
can say is that I will take it into consider- 
ation. •
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Bravely and willingly we bear our 
share of the World's burdens. Why, 
then, deny us the right to Vote, which 
would dignify our labour and increase 
our Power of Service?

SIDELIGHTS on the SITUATION.
In the debate on the Rent Bill, 

Mr. Walter Long was very closely 
questioned as to whether ground 
landlords may increase the rent 
where the ground lease expires dur­
ing the war and a new lease is given.

Mr. Walter Long replied that the 
Bill does not prevent the ground 
landlord front raising the rent !

The ground landlord is the rich 
and powerful bloodsucker who is 
able to make a steady drain upon 
the hard work and enterprise of 
every other section of thecommunity. 
Already the ground landlord is 
favoured by the law at every point.

This latest piece of protection for 
him means that if the ground lease 
comes to an end during the war, he 
can raise the rent as much as he 
chooses.The owner of the building 
that has been erected on the land, is 
usually a comparatively poor person. 
As Sir Tudor Walters said: “rich 
men are not foolish enough to invest 
their money in small house - pro- 
perty." The poor man who owns the 
house is not to be allowed to raise the 
rent even though the ground land- 
lord raises the ground rent until it is 
higher than the house rent.

Mr. Long said that if the Law 
Officers should decide that the Bill, 
as drafted, would prevent the ground 
landlord from raising the rent at the 
expiration of the lease, the' Govern­
ment would introduce an amend- 
men t to enable him to do so. "

This is because the landed interests 
are powerfully , represented in the 
Government.

There is another point in the Bill, 
which, though 1 less, clear than this, 
appears,also to have been designed, to 
give preference to the wealthy. If 
there is a mortgage on the house pro- 
perty by. deed,, the, mortgagee cannot 
raisethe interest or call the money 
in during the war; but if the house 
owner has simply got a mortgage by 
depositing title deeds, the Bill will 
not apply.

Mr. Long’s defence of this was that 
in the first case, the mortgage is in- 
tended to be of a permanent charac- 
ter; but in the second, the mortgage is 
a temporary advance. ‘ He said that 
institutions make a practice of lend­
ing money in the second way, and 
that the whole principle underlying 
this business, is that their cash shall 
be liquid.” He warned the House 
that if it were not "careful and 
cautious it might'really, although

Mr. McKenna complained that the 
high wages earned by skilled en- 
gineers and others are making it 
harder for the poorer workers to live 
at all. He explained this as being 
partly d ue to the fact that the workers 
who are earning high wages live a 
little above the bare level of necessity, 
and thus being able to consume more 
than is absolutely essential they give 
profiteers an opportunity to force the 
prices up. He also said that if the 
wage of the worker who produces 
a commodity is raised the price of 
the commodity must also rise, and 
poor people have to pay.

Mr. McKenna is fond of giving 
lectures on economics, but we must 
ask him to carry his analogy a stage 
further. If the paying of better 
wages to the comparatively well-paid 
worker increases the burden of the ill- 
paid worker, how unjustly heavy must 
be the burden which is placed on the 
workers by the people who produce 
nothing at all, and, who yet live at a 
much higher levelof comfortthan ever 
falls to the lot of the skilled artisan 1

Mr. Runciman made various ex- 
cuses to explain why the Board of 
Trade had not kept down the prices 
of food, and fuel and then went on to 
say that the Government had de- 
clared "quite clearly that it would 
not allow the situation to be ex- 
ploited.” As a result of this he said, 
"food prices reached their normal 
level." But why did not the Govern­
ment continue to say, “quite clearly” 
that they must remain normal ?

In reply to questions by Miss 
Macarthur, Mr. McKenna expressed 
the usual hollow sympathy for 
sweated women workers.

A resolution was moved that the 
speeches of the Cabinet Ministers 
should be commended to theearnest 
and favourable consideration" of 
Trade U nionists.

The Matichester Guardian says that 
the resolution was greeted with " de- 
risive laughter;" but most of the 
movers of amendments were quelled 
into withdrawing them. Mr. Bram- 
ley, of the Furniture Trades, stuck 
to his guns, and moved an amend­
ment pledging Trade Un ion assistance 
to the Government " in placing the 
financial situation upon a sound foot-. 
Ing, on a legislative basis of equal 
sacrifice for all."

Mr. John Ward, M.P., declared 
that this was a pacifist amendment 
which would mean " the loss of 
50,000 British lives.”

On hearing this, only 40 delegates 
voted for the amendment, out of 
more than 1,000 delegates.

What a mad world we live in!
The Munitions Act.

It is announced that Mr. Lloyd 
George is about to introduce a Bill to 
amend the. Munitions' Act. In our 
view, the greater part of the Act 
should be repealed, indeed we should 
like to see the whole of it swept 
away.

The munitions tribunals give what 
are veritably. " Prussian" powers 
over' the workers, to the employer, 
whose business it is to make money 
out of them, and to the Government 
which, drawn as its members are 
from the employing classes, always | 
takes the employers' part, except 
when the ‘ workers are powerful 
enough to CQiiipel consideration.

In our opinion payment by piece 
rate is as strong a form of pressure 
as it is wise to put upon the workers, 
even from the point of view of con- 
tinuous output But if anyform of 
control, other, than the economic 
pressure which is always present, is 
insisted upon, let it be control by 
a tribunal of the workers themselves. 
And let the odious system of dis­
charge certificates be abolished 1

We are told that by His amend- 
ments to the Munitions Act, Mr. 
Lloyd George intends to enforce the 
payment of a £1 a week minimum 
to women in munition factories who 
are employed on men’s work.

Repeated experience has taught us 
not to place any reliance on Mr. 
Lloyd George’s promises, until they 
are fulfilled. The Minister of 
Munitions has been dallying with the 
question of women’s wages since 
June, without any apparent result.

with the best intentions,” do infinitely 
more harm than good, because “the 
whole of our trade and commerce is 
carried on on credit principles............  
and if we do anything'which strikes 
at the security of the great banking 
institutions, we may bring the whole 
edifice down with a run.”

It is with such mysterious words 
that Cabinet Ministers warn off 
women and Members of Parliament, 
when the great monied interests are 
threatened!

The U. D. C. Meetings.
Mr. Tennant recited to the House 

of Commons a tissue of falsehoods 
purporting to explain the breaking 
up of the Union of Democratic Con­
trol Meeting in the Memorial Hall. 
It is extraordinary that he should 
have been willing to make himself 
the vehicle for such a dishonest con- 
coction.

When the lies were exploded, he 
put forward a defence that was 
really painful in its childish irre- 
sponsibility..

He said, “ 1 had to back up my 
military, whom I hope I shall never 
desert in any matter of this kind, 
when any allegation is made against 
them."

Is it in this spirit that the repre- 
sentatives of Great Britain conduct 
the secret diplomacy which controls 
our relations with other countries and 
decides for all of us the fateful issues 
of peace and War ?

Sir John Simon and the ‘ Times."
On Tuesday, November 30th, the 

House of Commons wasted seven 
hours discussing the attack of the 
Northcliffe Press on Sir John Simon. 
The sordid pettiness of the whole 
matter fills us with disgust.

There was much talkof “honour,” 
—there frequently is amongst those 
in whom honour is not !

The nett result of the talk is that 
Sir John Simon declares that the 
whole trend of the matter which is 
published in the Times and the Daily 
Mail has a prejudicial effect on 
British interests abroad. Yet though, 
after suppressing the Globe, he said: 
‘ so perish all who such crimes 
commit," Sir John Simon does 
nothing against the powerful North- 
cliffe papers, but only punishes the 
Globe, six little Irish papers, and the 
Labour Leader.

We consider that the freedom of 
the Press should be preserved all 
round.

In the course of the debate it came 
out that Mr. Masterman is paid 
£1,200 a year for presiding over a 
department which provides the Gov- 
ernment with clippings from the 
foreign press, and that Mr. Muir is 
paid £500 a year as second in com- 
mand.

We think £1,200 a year a ridicu- 
lously exorbitant sum to pay for 
making press cuttings, and if this is 
all that Mr. Masterman has to do, 
we must pronounce his appointment 
to be a scandalous piece of jobbery.
Cabinet Ministers’ Economy Class.

Mr. Asquith hurried away from the 
Cabinet Ministers’ economy class for 
workers, on December 2nd, to attend 
the extravagant festivities arranged 
for the wedding of his daughter. 
But before going he said that about 
4,500,000 working people—roughly, 
one-third of the workers—have re- 
ceived an average increase in wages 
of 3s. a week. He admitted a rise 
in food of 40 per cent., rent 2 per 
cent., fuel and light 25 per cent., 
clothing 30 per cent., and other items 
15' per cent a total rise in the cost 
of living of 30 per cent.

These are Mr. Asquith’s own 
figures. We consider that he under- 
states the rise in prices, but it seems 
to us that his own figures are strong 
enough to have made him feel 
ashamed to go to the workers, to ask 
them to abstain from pressing for 
more wages.
. Of course it is true, as Mr. Asquith 
indicated, that many workers have 
been employed overtime; but over- 
time meaos over-strain. Ordinary 
full-time work in a factory is more 
arduous than it should be, and over- 
time is expensive to the worker, and 
in the long-run, does not pay.

In any case we must reiterate our 
contention that the pound a week 
minimum, dangled before the eyes of 
women by Mr. Lloyd George, does 
not meet the case.

The minimum time wage of the 
man who is an unskilled labourer in 
a munition factory varies in different 
districts from 25s. a week to 26s. 6d.

The women to whom it is said 
that £1 a week may be paid, will be 
replacing these men, and also others 
who are skilled and who have been 
earning much more than a labourer’s 
wage.

Of course we are told that the £1 
a week is only to last during a short 
period of training, after which women 
are to be put on the same piece rates 
as men.

But months have passed, and still 
the vast majority of women munition 
workers have not attained even to 
this miserable £1 a week. Moreover, 
the Munitions Act already provides 
that women replacing men shall get 
men’s pay, if they are employed on 
piece work, and this law is flagrantly 
broken in most cases—indeed we 
have not been able to obtain evidence 
that it has been observed in a single 
instance.

The Men’s Trade Union leaders 
are relying meanwhileon the promises 
of the Government, that after the 
Waris done, women shall no longer 
be employed in the engineering shops. 
The Government easily enters into 
promises, but it is an adept at find- 
ing loopholes of escape when the 
time comes for the promises to be 
kept.

When the employment of the £1 a 
week women, whose wage they are 
now sanctioning, makes it impossible 
for men who ask more than £1 to 
get any work. Trade Unionists will 
find themselves in a curious plight 1 
Already the Engineer, which speaks 
from the employers’ standpoint, is 
declaring that the introduction of 
women’s labour can be used to reduce 
the rates of payment for men, because 
it has been proved “that the men are 
paid too much for work which can 
be done without previous training,”

We must point out that the fact 
that their father’s work can be done 
without training will not fill the 
children’s stomachs!

Now, whilst labour is scarce. Trade 
Unionists, should say : " If women 
come to work in our trade they must 
be engaged under thesame conditions 
as men, and must receive the same 
pay. Unless this is conceded we 
refuse to work where women are 
employed !"

This stipulation should have been 
made before a single woman was 
allowed to start work in place of 
any man. 11 is not yet too late. , The 
men in the engineering shops can 
make a firm stand on this point to- 
morrow, if they will.

Greece.
The pressure which isbeing brought 

upon Greece to abandon her neu- 
trality and throw herself into the 
War on the side of our country and 
her Allies, is said to be justified by 
military necessity. But we must 
abandon all pretence of acting accord­
ing to; principle if we admit that 
plea.

Let us choose.
There are two courses open to 

Great Britain, either to fight for 
supremacy as the biggest bully in 
Europe, or to endeavour to build 
up a more brotherly relationship 
between the people of the various 
countries, and the establishment of a 
fair system of arbitration between 
nation and nation, so that no people 
shall fear violence from another, or 
seek to do violence as a means to 
secure redress. There is also a third 
course, a course of shilly-shally and 
drift, without any definite method, 
the mainstay of which is bluff and 
which often comes to bullying and 
fighting in the end.

Undoubtedly the way of human 
friendship and understanding is the 
way of progress and the woman’s 
movement must strive towards it. 
raommvE, SYLVIA PANKHURST. /
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M.P.’S ON RENT BILL.
" By preventing a lender from calling in 

his money you may embarrass him. . . . I 
would ask whether some provision might 
not be made, whereby advances might be 
made, say by the Treasury or the Bank of 
England to the mortgagee.”—Mr. David 
Mason. I

" With the present limit of 25,000, the 
Bill would be of little use in Ireland. Most 
of the towns there are what you call in 
England villages with a population of 1,000 
or 3.000.— Sir Thomas Esii^otidp.
“There is a great deal of sympathetic 

nonsense talked about the mortgagee in this 
connection. It is said what a hardship it is 
that the mortgagee cannot increase his in- 
terest on his mortgage, and that if he had 
money at his disposal, he could invest it in 
War Loan, which is paying much higher in- 
terest. Yes, but suppose he had invested 
his money in a gilt-edged security before 
the commencement of the war, he cannot 
calmly request the Government to increase 
the rate of interest. He cannot go to a 
railway company and say : ‘ Will you in- 
crease my rate of interest. ...?′ "—Sir T. 
Wal ters. i -r---- -

An Incitement to Mob Law.
" I should have thought myself that the 

force of public opinion brought to bear on 
any landlord whoexcessively raised his 
rents, would be quite sufficient to cause him 
to alter his decision . . . . the landlord who 
did it would have his windows broken.’ 
Sir Francis Lowe.

" There is nothing to prevent a landlord 
ejecting a tenant who may be perfectly will- 
ing to pay the prewar rent."—Mr. Barnes.

" How it is possible, where there is no 
moral distinction between the rent or inter- 
est raising in different areas, to set up any 
geographical distinction I cannot imagine." 
—Mr. Prothero.

" This measure is being supported on all 
the benches of this House because there is 
not a man hardly who dares get up and say 
a word against it."—Sir W. Essex.

Applications for eviction orders 
were sought against Councillors 
George Smith and George Kerr of the 
Glasgow Corporation, who have joined 
the strike against increased rent.

The Sheriff postponed the applica­
tion for a fortnight in view of the 
Rent Bill.

It will be remembered that Coun- 
cillor Kerr was suspended from the 
Council for a day for protesting 
against the cancelling of the Town 
Hall for a No Conscription meeting 
recently. --------- -

Mrs. S—r , who, as we reported 
last week, received a most impertinent 
letter from the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Association in Bow, has since had 
the following letter:— ,

159 Bow Road, Bow, E, 
30th November, 1915.

CowL. & Co., Solicito rs.
Madam,

We are instructed by the Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Families’ Association, Parish Hall, 
Bromley-by-Bow, to apply to you for pay. 
ment of the sum of £3 5s. od. owing by you 
to them, and to inform you that unless we 
receive that amount together with 3s. 7d., 
our charges, or satisfactory terms of settle- 
ment be made with us at or before 12 o’clock 
noon Thursday next, the 2ndprox., we shall 
have no alternative but to commence pro- 
ceedings against you for the recovery thereof, 
without further notice and at your expense.

Yours obediently, -
(Signed) COWL & Co. ;

Mr. S., who writes to us from the 
Crystal Palace sea draft, says:—

‘ The main reason I am writing to 
you, is to ask if you could possibly 
manage to use your influence to stop 
these people suing her, as I think she 
has had enough to knock her over 
just lately. If I were at home it 
would be a trifling matter to pay 
£3 5s. Od., but as I am now, it appears 
a gigantic amount. What money 
my wife gets from the Government 
is only an existing allowance.”

As we go to press we learn that 
our efforts to stop this prosecution 
have succeeded.

The soldiers at Whitley Camp held a 
meeting to protest against the ejectment of 
Mrs. Gunter of Godalming, whose husband 
is a prisoner in Germany. They decided to 
organise a subscription. People from other 
sources, who subscribed, viz.: ‘ ′A Landlord," 
"A Working Woman,” "A Working Man,” 
tonefpsrs, had already done what they could.

Later on when,, Mr. Anderson 
raised the matter in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Tennant took credit 
for ascertaining the fact that, though 
the woman and her children were to 
have been turned out into the street, 
kindly people had taken them in, and 
safeguarded the household goods and 
are providing another house for the 
little family.

Thanks in this case are due, not to 
the authorities, but, to the warm- 
hearted.neighbours and sympathetic 
soldiers at Whitley Camp.

EQUAL PAY!
We take the following from the 

Daily Chronicle:—
CASHIER (Temporary) for Metropolitan 

Borough Council (East London) ; if male, 
must be ineligible for H.M. Forces. Previous 
experience with large firm desirable. Wages, 
male 150s., female 35s. per week. Write 
2195, Sell’s Advertising Offices, Fleet-st, E.C.

Nothing like equal pay 1

The New Statesman in an article on 
Women’s Wages, makes the following 
trenchant remarks: ‘For trade unions to 
try to act by keeping women out of the 
trades, is not only unfair to women, but in 
the conditions which result from the war 
will be doomed to failure. Under these cir- 
cumstances there is only one adequate 
defence for labour—namely, to insist that 
women’s and men’s scales of wages shall be 
the same. It is no good talking about 
‘equal pay for equal work, for that much- 
abused doctrine provides too many loopholes 
for the evasive employer. In whatever trade 
or occupation women’s labour can be used 
as alternative to men’s, the trade union will 
have to fight for a minimum time wage 
which, after any necessary probationary 
period for either sex. is the same for man 
and woman. The critical nature of that 
fight must be obvious to anyone. It can 
only be won by a reversal of the ordinary 
trade unionist’s attitude towards women’s 
labour, and by his late awakening to the 
elementary fact that it is only by organising 
her labour that his own organisation can be 
protected.” |—r

Men’s Work not Men’s Wages.
Women workers, H.M. Gun Wharf, 

Portsmouth:—Tent repairing, 471 
hours per week, one hour for dinner; 
machinist, 16s. 9d. per week; needle 
hand, 13s. 9d. per week.

Tram Conductors;-—15s. to 22s. The 
girls are on duty till midnight.

Post Office Sorting and Delivery: 
—18s.; eight hours a day and Sun- 
day work.

Gas Company, Changing Mantles: 
— £1 per week.

Portsmouth Dockyard, Women 
Clerks :—17s to 25s.; (48-hour week), 
shorthand and typing necessary.

Southampton Cable Works (private 
firm) :—9s. 9d. for 54-hour week 
(this is wicked).

(From our Portsmouth correspondent.)

The Hoxton coroner, recently held 
an inquest on a three months old 
baby who died of malnutrition. The 
child’s father was an engraver who 
lost his work through the War and 
went to sea. The child’s mother had 
no news of her husband for some 
months, and then learnt that he had 
been shipwrecked and badly burnt. 
In the meantime she had had to part 
with her home and had got work as a 
waitress, earning only 9s. a week to 
keep herself and three children. The 
baby had wasted and died. The 
coroner gave the woman £1.

Mr. Theodore Dodd, a great 
authority on the Poor Law, points 
out that the Guardians might have 
given out relief and medical relief in 
this case. But women do not want 
to be driven to the Poor Law!

E.L.F.S. GENERAL MEET- 
ING, Monday, December 20th. 
at 400 Old Ford Road, 8 p.m.

Business:
Arrangements for our Annual 

Conference.
The Votes for Women Situa- 

tion ; Political Campaign in 
the New Year.

Members are asked to pay up their 
Subscriptions before the end of the year.

High prices are telling very hardly 
upon Old Age Pensioners; The 
Poplar Mayor’s Committee recently 
asked the Government’s permission 
to pay 3s. a week extra to the old 
people out of the Prince of Wales’s 
Fund, but the Government refused 
to agree. One old couple living in 
Bromley-by-Bow are typical, of 
many more. The husband is 88, 
the wife 86. They have 10s. a week 
between them. Two shillings goes in 
rent; they have to pay 2s. a cwt. for 
coal—that is at least 2s. a week. 
Thus there is only 6s. a week to keep 
the two old people in food, clothes, 
soap, and other necessaries. What 
sort of Christmas dinner will they be 
able to buy? -

BROTHERHOOD CHURCH, 
Southgate Road, Kingsland, N. 
GRAND SOCIAL, Saturday, Dec. 11th, 1915. 
Vocal & Instrumental Music. Short Speeches. 
— .F airyland Sketch. Refreshments.
Tickets 6d. Commence 7 p.m. All proceeds 
towards the E.L.F.S. "Infant Welfare Fund.”

NO WOMEN ON TRIBUNALS!
In reply to Mr. Dickinson, Lloyd 

George stated that no women have 
been appointed to sit on any Munitions 
Tribunal. And why not.

Women’s Cases Brought Up.
At the Birmingham Munitions 

Tribunal recently, W. Probert, who 
was summoned for being away from 
work on October 16th, 17th, and 
18th, explained that on the first day 
he felt tired, having been working 
eighty hours a week. On the other 
days his wife, who had a baby six 
weeks old, was ill. He admitted that 
he did not send notice to the firm 
that he was going to be away. He 
did not think about sending a post- 
card. He could not read.

The President said it was clear the 
man had committed a breach of the 
rules, but as his general record was 
fairly good, the case would be ad- 
journed for a month, the man having 
promised not to neglect his work 
again.

A young married woman, Lily 
Whitehead, Hockley Street, com- 
plained that her employers, a firm at 
Erdington, had unreasonably with- 
held her certificate of discharge. 
Her hours were from seven in the 
morning to 9.30 at night, with only 
an hour and a quarter’s break, and it 
took her an hour to get to work in the 
morning and an hour to get home at 
night. This did not allow her to get 
her meals properly, and she could 
not attend to her child.

The Court held that a married 
woman with a child should not be 
tied down to such hours if she 
wished to leave, and granted the 
certificate.

A certificate was also granted to 
a 17-years-old girl, Elsie Cain, who 
was working the same hours.

A selection oftoys from the E.L.F.S. Toy 
Factory were on view at the Sunday after- 
noon conference at Brotherhood Church, 
Southgate Road, N., on Sunday last. Many 
people were by this means of advertisement 
able to see for themselves the good quality 
of work done, at the lowest possible prices 
to buyers. The toys will be on sale next 
Saturday evening, at the Social to be held in 
aid of our " Infant Welfare " service, and at 
the conference on the following Sunday 
afternoon, at 3.30. The DREADNOUGHT is 
also on sale in the church and outside, every 
conference afternoon. We are very grateful 
to the Rev. F. R. Swan, who arranged to 
give us these facilities.

The Daily Express is trying to work up 
rowdy and ignorant young men to make a 
disturbance at the Brotherhood Church, on 
Sunday afternoons. The name ′ Brother- 
hood’’ is evidently an offence to that paper 
in these days of strife. We hope that friends 
will be on the look out to quell disorder 
should anyone be so foolish as to act on the 
advice of the Daily Erpress.

We are asked to state that « the Suffra- 
gettes of the W.S.P.U,"‘adopted the follow­
ing resolutions at St. George’s Vestry Hall, 
on Saturday, December 4th: —

"That recognising the international char­
acter of the Woman’s Movement, and the 
loyalty woman of all nations owe to their 
equally unenfranchised sisters, it can form 
no part of the policy of ‘the Suffragettes of 
the W.S.P.U.’to recruit men for war, or 
adopt any other purely militarist action.” .

"That this Conference of‘the Suffragettes 
of the W.S.P.U.’regards the suggestion of 
change in the franchise basis without the 
inclusion of women as a breach of the Prime 
Minister’s pledge and that of his Govern- 
ment and of the political amnesty, and it 
calls for an immediate m easureenfranchising 
women.’’

The Woman’s International League meet- 
ingon the “Woman’s Case againstConscrip- 
tion’ which was to have been held in the 
Memorial Hallon December suf, has been 
transferred to the Portman Rooms, Baker 
Street on Thursday, December 16th, at 8 p.m. 
The speakers are Mrs. Barton, Miss Margaret 
Bondfield, Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Miss 
Marshall and Miss Royden with Mrs. 
Swanwick in the Chain Admission is free 
to women only, and there are a few reserved 
seats, price 2s. 6d. and IS., which may be 
obtained from the Meetings’ Secretary, 12 
Little College Street, Westminster, S.W. । ।

THE ANTI-SUFFRAGIST IS A TRAITOR TO 
HIS COUNTRY • This is proved to the hilt in 
the new pamphlet issued by the Manchester 
Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage, 
"Christian Chivalry : the Racial Aspect of 
Women’s Enfranchisement. ′ ’ Anabsolu tely 
new socialogical, historical, and industrial 
presentation of " what is, and what might 
be of the utmost importance to students and 
advocates of the cause of women’s equality 
and freedom. Post free 14d., from Prof. F. 
Merrick, 12 Parsonage Road, Withington, 
Manchester. De luxe Christmas Edition, 
3jd.—[Advt.] - ■ ca

TRADE UNION NOTES.
By ALICE Maclenan.

Negotiations are pending between 
the Amalgamated Society of Co- 
operative Operatives and the Old­
ham and Eccles Co-operative 
Societies for the settlement of the 
dispute that has arisen in regard to 
the substitution of women for men 
in the co-operative grocery depart- 
ment at Oldham.

The employees’ society demands 
that the women shall have the same 
wage as the men, and strike notices 
were sent in at the end of Novem- 
ber ; but there is every reason to 
believe that an amicable agreement 
will shortly be arrived at.

Equal pay for women replacing 
men is already in operation at co- 
operative societies in Bradford, 
Brightside, and Carbrook, and at 
several societies in the Midlands.

The equal pay campaign. is to be 
extended to Scotland, the disparity 
there between the wages paid to men 
and women being greater than in 
England. One society is paying a 
woman with ten years’ experience in 
the grocery trade only 16s. a week.

When the demands of the grocery 
employees have been obtained it is 
believed that, as a result, women in 
the drapery departments will become 
dissatisfied with their obviously low 
wages. A movement for improve- 
ment in this direction is antici- 
pated by the A.U.C.E. , Meanwhile, 
membership increases by leaps and 
bounds.

When the box-making trade be- 
came scheduled as a sweated in- 
dustry, under the Trade Board Act, 
a rate of 3d. per hour was fixed, and 
calculated to lift women-workers 
“just above the poverty line." It is 
generally acknowledged that the cost 
of living has increased at teapt 30 
per cent. Yet the Trade Board has 
fixed an advance of only one farthing, 
equal to 71 per cent., to meet the 
increase of 30 per cent. This plunges 
the women in this trade considerably 
below the poverty line. Box-making 
is one of the few,expanding trades, 
and a great scarcity of qualified 
workers exists. If the women would 
only organise, I am informed on 
competent authority that a living 
wage could easily be established by 
their own power of combination.

By recent agreement between the 
Workers’ Union and the Midland 
Employers’ Federation, the £1 mini- 
mum recommended by the Ministry 
of Munitions is to apply to women 
munitioneers now doing work which 
prior to the War was done by men. 
For all female workers a minimum 
scale of wages is to be paid, which 
means to many an increase of 
several shillings. It will be obvious 
to those readers who read in The 
DREADNOUGHT of November 13th the 
scandalously low wages that are paid 
to women at Kynochs, near Birm- 
ingham, how necessary was a wage 
movement in this area. 1

The National Union of Printing 
and Paper Workers is making great 
progress, in all parts of the United 
Kingdom, particularly in towns such 
as "Liverpool, Bristol, Newcastle, 
Edinburgh, and Glasgow. In some of 
these towns minimum rates have 
been established by agreement with 
employers. In many cases advances 
in women’s wages' represent an in- 
crease of 5s. and 6s. a week. In Liver- 
pool alone some hundreds of girls and 
women have been benefited by the 
activities of this Union.

Paper mill workers all over the 
North of England have been in re- 
ceipt of a high price bonus—rang- 
ing from is. to. 2s. 6d.—for many 
months; Althoughearnings of 
women in this trade are compara­
tively high, numbers have benefited 
under this bonus scheme, a scheme 
which is infinitely to be preferred to 
the ordinary War bonus, for if high 
prices continue after the War, the 
bonus must of necessity, continue 
also.

ALL CHRISTMAS DINNER TICKETS 
TO BE RETURNED BY FRIDAY 10th.

We are asked to state that Clarkes’ workers 
were on strike one week.
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Censor in an open sitting of the 
Reichstag. It is also the duty of the 
Party Executive to get the Party 
press to make a united and simul- 
taneous attack on the censorship. 
The struggle against the censorship 
must further be extended to cover all 
limitations of freedom caused by the 
state of siege. At the time of the 
exceptional Laws against Socialists, 
the Party did not endure oppression 
in patience, but carried on the class 
War with methods adapted to the 
circumstances. The distribution of 
uncensored handbills and pamphlets, 
and the holding of Unauthorised 
meetings would be easier to-day, 
through the machinery of the great 
organisations, than it was at the time 
of the Socialist Laws. There is no 
lack of ways and means, but ap- 
patently of the will.

Above all, it is essential to make 
use of the spontaneous movement of 
the people against the rise in prices, 
to organise and to lead it. It could 
thus be made into a powerful popular 
movement against high prices and 
for the shortening of the War, where- 
as, if the Party leaders stand idly on 
one side, the bitterness will dissipate 
itself in separate riots and excesses, 
which will do no good, but entail 
countless sacrifices.

The Party leaders will then be 
responsible, in that they did not fulfil 
the duty of the moment. The people 
are expecting the Party to put itself 
at the head of the demonstrations. 
Protest meetings in front of the 
Rathaus, and perhaps also outside 
the Government and Ministerial 
buildings would keep the mass of 
people from excesses in the market 
places and against individual shops, 
in which quite innocent people are 
often harmed. We know that on 
this line which we advocate, the 
party may come into conflict with 
the Government, but we think that 
we have voluntarily abandoned the 
class war for long enough.

Experience shows that the truce 
has only been used for weakening 
the working class and its organisa- 
tion. We know that our position 
can only be strengthened by return­
ing to the class war.

However, the most important cause 
of the rise in prices is the long dura- 
tion of the War. With every week 
that it lasts, the economic position of 
the working class becomes more in­
tolerable. The best safeguard against 
a further increase of prices would be 
an early termination of the War. 
We therefore demand that the Party 
leaders do all they can to bring 
about this end.

Judging from reports of the great 
economic associations, the attitude of 
the non-socialist press, and the state­
ments of the Chancellor, there can 
be no doubt that the' Government, 
and the classes which are behind it, 
have in view far-reaching plans of 
annexation :— Belgium, parts of 
France and Russia, and now too, a 
free way to Egypt and India. . In all 
these plans there is no question of 
defending our own frontiers, but of 
national exploitation of large districts 
which up to now have been under 
foreign influence.

We therefore demand that the 
Party leaders oppose the plans of 
annexation of the Government and 
the classes which support it, with all 
publicity, and that they express the 
constantly increasing desire of the 
proletariat for peace. The steps 
which the Party Executive has taken 
up to the present are in no way 
sufficient. They must necessarily 
remain ineffective so long as the 
leaders, and the Party in Parliament 
keep to their present attitude, and 
their support of the Government’s 
war policy. But if the Party leaders 
will decide to take energetic action 
against the rise in the cost of living, 
and in the cause of peace, they will 
then rally to their banner not only 
the mass of the Socialists and work- 
ing people, but also great numbers of 
the lower middle class, and will be­
come once more what they were 
before August 4th, 1914—representa- 
tives of the interests of the great 
masses of the people.

BRANCH REPORTS.
BOW.

400 OLD FORD ROAD.
We had a very good meeting here on 

Tuesday afternoon, and were especially glad 
to see several members who have not been 
able to attend lately. Miss Mackay and 
Miss Bailey are thanked for taking charge 
of the Club on Monday, and Miss Mary 
Carr for helping with Paper selling on 
Saturday and Sunday. The Sunday meeting 
in Hyde Park was well attended.

Members are reminded that there will be 
a meeting at the Women’s Hall this Sunday. 
The speakers will be Mrs. Bouvier, Miss 
Frazer Smith and Mr. Cyon.

Our sales are going up again. We want 
to sell at least 2,000 Christmas numbers 
in Bow!

Dreadnoughts sold week ending Dec. 
4th— 1,132. Miss Lynch 245, Miss O’Brien 
209, Mrs. Bird 136, Miss Bennett 125, 
Mrs. Holloway 159, Miss Smyth 97, Mrs. 
Savoy 30, Mrs. Farrall 20, Special meeting
22. Bromley—per Mrs. Payne 94.

POPLAR.
The WOMEN'S HALL, so RAILWAY St. 

Secretary : MRS. DRAKE.
Members and friends have commenced 

doing up this hall, and it will mean a lot of 
work to get it done by Christmas ; so please 
come along if you have any time or money 
to spare. We shall be glad of all the help 
we can get. Our speakers this week have 
been Miss Haughton and Mrs. McLeod, at 
two good indoor meetings. Two new mem- 
bers were made on Friday afternoon.

We have tickets on sale here for the 
Canning Town Social (3d. each) to be held 
in Fairbairn Hall, Barking Road, on Dec. 
11th. . , ,

Do not forget to remind your friends that 
we have the First Annual Report on sale 
(2d. each), and everybody must have a copy. 
Do not forget your November subscriptions, 
they are not all in yet, and try to clear up 
all arrears by the end of the year I

Dreadnoughts sold week ending Dec. 4 th. 
—263. Miss Manicom 72, Mrs. Shlette 
57, Miss Dent 38, Miss H. Watts 34, Mrs. 
Holloway 38. Milk collections—Miss E. 
Lagsding & Miss Morley 19s. 10d., MissK. 
Lagsding 6s. 8d., Miss Manicom 9s. 4 d.

Miss Lagsding & Miss Watts are thanked 
for toys, and we shall need a good many 
more.

Do not forget that we want to have a 
record sale of the Dreadnought Christmas 
number. Let Poplar try to sell more than 
any other branch this time!

HACKNEY.
Offices: 175 DALSTON LANE 

(Facing Hackney Downs Station).
Papers can be obtained at this address at any time.

Hackney members are reminded that their 
children are invited to the Children’s Party 
at Bow Baths, on January 6th. It will be 
a great help to the organiser if members 
will call at 175 Dalston Lane on Tuesday, 
December 14th, between 3 and 4.30 p.m., 
or on Thursday, December 16th, between 
7.30 and 9 p.m., and get the tickets for 
their children. Members are also reminded 
that we have the meetings on these days, and 
these meetings should be better attended.

Please pay your subscriptions this month 
so as to have the full amount settled for the 
year.

Remember to get tickets for the E.L.F.S. 
Christmas Dinner on December 18th, price 
6d., and for the New Year Party, on January 
8th, price 3d.

Dreadnought sales— 79. Miss Beamish 
39, Miss Sands 20,Mrs. Bird 14, General 
Sales 6. ... .

We must make a special effort to sell tbe 
Dreadnought Christmas number which 
comes out December 17th !

SOUTH WEST HAM.
Centre for Tidal Basin: 55 FIFE Road.

Hon. Sec.—MRS. DAISY Parsons, 
94 Ravenscroft Road.

Thanks to all members who have helped 
to make the Social a success. Open-air 
meetings have had to be postponed owing to 
the weather. Please attend the Thursday 
meetings from 3.30 to 4.30. It is much 
cosier now at 55 Fife Road, and we need 
your subscriptions in order to make up the 
yearly accounts. The Children’s Party 
tickets will soon be ready for the members’ 
children, between four and 12 years of age. 
The Christmas Dinner takes place on Dec. 
18th., at 400 Old Ford Road. Tickets 6d. 
each, now on sale.

Dreadnoughts sold—iOS. Mrs. Millo 
18, Mrs. Holloway 36, Miss Beamish 46, 
in Shop 5.—Total 105.

OTHER SOCIETIES.
NORTH LONDON M.P.U.

Hon. Sec.: MR. H. G. EVERETT, 
c/o Mr. Innes, 31 Balmes Road, Southgate Road.
Our branch has passed the following reso- 

lution unanimously:—n 
“We, the North London branch of the 

M.P.U., pledge ourselves to strongly resist 
any attempt to extend or alter the franchise 
which does not include women on equal 
terms with men ; and we demand that the 
Government shall immediately pass into 
law a measure giving Votes to Women on 
the same terms as men.”

FOUND in the Portman Rooms after the 
meeting on December 2nd, a pair of gold- 
rimmed glasses in case. Owner should ap- 
ply to Miss Smyth, 400 Old Ford Rd., Bow.

Sewing Machinist wants work.
Charwoman wants work.

SIGNs of ‘POPULAR UNREST !
Other manifestations of the popu­

lar desire for peace have followed. 
A Swiss paper, the Zurich V olksrecht 
(People’s Right), reports that on 
November 30th, a crowd of 10,000 
men and women assembled in the 
Unter-den-Linden in Berlin at 8 
p.m., and sang the Internationale 
and the Marseillaise. The people 
were dispersed by the mounted police 
and many arrests were made. The 
Reichstag was guarded by the mili- 
tary. The German Censor has pro- 
hibited newspaper reports of such 
occurrences.

Socialist Action in Reichstag.
The discontent in the German 

Socialist Party is not confined to the 
women. A correspondent of the 
Manchester Guardian states that the 
middle section of the Party in the 
Reichstag is now linking up with the 
more radical wing, Liebknecht, and 
that this has forced the Conservative 
wing of the party to give notice of 
the following question :—

" Is the Imperial Chancellor pre- 
pared to make a statement as to the 
conditions under which he would be 
inclined to enter into Peace negotia- 
tions?” — .

A Manifesto from France.
In France too there is unrest 

amongst the Socialists. The Berne 
Daily Watch publishes a manifesto 
issued by Meerheim and Bouderon, 
two of the French delegates to the 
International Socialist Conference 
held at Zimmerwald, in Switzerland, 
some time ago. .

This manifesto protests against 
the "civil peace” which the Socialists 
have made with the Government and 
their opponents, and which they have 
tried to enforce upon the rank-and- 
file Socialists. It says that the "civil 
peace'” justifies the assaults upon 
freedom of conscience, and veils the 
shameless exploitation of women and 
children and the workers in general, 
the waste, the piling up of huge war 
profits, and the consequent rise in 
the cost of living. It complains that 
hundreds of milliards of francs are 
being spent on the War, that millions 
of human beings are being killed, 
blinded, crippled, and that the toll 
of widows and orphans constantly 
increases. It continues :—

" Shall we be silent before these frightful 
prospects ? They want to coerce us into 
silence. They demand the surrender of all 
human feeling of solidarity and brother- 
hood, and forbid us to stretch out the hand 
of brotherhood to our comrades in Germany, 
Austria, and, all belligerent countries. Yet 
in the trenches, we have remembered and 
loved each other, thinking and speaking of 
peace.

" The only feeling they would permit to us 
is that of hatred. Are we to leave to our 
Governments and diplomats, who brought us 
into this War, the settling of terms of peace 
before the working classes have expressed 
their views and their wishes ? If we agree 
to this, we working classes, and especially 
those of us who have offered our lives on 
the battlefield, must renounce our 
historic mission. Only through the workers’ 
International and united and simultaneous 
action of the working classes of all countries 
can the rulers be prevented from deciding 
upon terms of peace which will be disastrous 
to the workers.”

The Manifesto is issued to guilds, 
trade unions, and Socialist organisa­
tions and concludes with an appeal 
that these will communicate with the 
signatories with a view to action.

We learn from the Swiss paper Volkrecht 
that in the streets of Berlin, large red 
placards have been posted, announcing that 
the leaders of crowds which gather with in- 
tent to do violence against persons or 
property, will be punished with ten years’ 
imprisonment ; other persons with three 
years’ and that armed resistence to civil and 
military authority, will be punished with 
death.

CHILDREN’S PARTIES.
BOW BATHS HALL,

Thursday, January 6th, 4 to 7 p.m.
POPLAR TOWN HALL.

Saturday, January 22nd, 4 to 7 p.m.
CANNING TOWN,

Arrangements announced later.

TO MOTHERS, when you are 
buying CHRISTMAS TOYS for your 
Children, REMEMBER to send some 
also to OUR CHILDREN IN THE 
EAST END I

TO CHILDREN who have plenty 
of TOYS—REMEMBER to send a 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT to the 
East End Children who have so few !

MOTHERS AND BABIES.
The calls on our four mother and 

baby centres, for milk, eggs, medicines, 
and doctoring and nursing care, are 
still very urgent. Will you help by 
sending us some money for this work?

Will you send us new laid eggs, 
arrowroot, barley, glaxo or virol ?

We want :For baby, four gowns, four 
barrows, two flannel bands, twelve napkins, 
three vests, and a cot blanket; for mother, 
two nightgowns, woollen shawl, three 
towels, two sheets, and a pair of pillow cases.

Mothers and Children should 
make a point of attending the 
weekly consultations with nurse 
and doctor at :—
400 Old Ford Rd., Bow, Mondays 
2.30 p.m.; 20 Rail way St., Poplar, T ues- 
days 3 p.m.; 53 St. Leonard’s St., 
Wednesdays 4.15 p.m. ; 55 Fife Rd., 
Canning Town, Mondays, 2 to 4 p.m,

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED.
GENERAL FUND.—Miss D. Hollins 1.1.0, 

Mrs. Birch-1.0.0, Mrs. Payne. DREADNOUGHT 
fund) 1.0.0, Miss G. Lyle Smyth (monthly) 
1.0.0, Miss & Mr. Lowy (monthly) 10.0, Miss 
D. Rock 10.0, Some Sympathisers 6.44, Miss 
Gore Brown (monthly) 7.0, Mrs. Branch 5.0, 
Mrs. Richmond (Dreadnought fund) 5.0, 
Collection Women’s Hall 1.5, Miss D. E. 
Brown 1.0, A Herald Reader 0.6.

FOR MILK AND General DISTRESS— 
R. Burton Chadwick, Esq 5.0.0, Viscountess 
Acheson 5.0.0, Misses Collier (2.0.0 monthly) 
4.0.0, Mrs. Baillie Weaver (monthly) 2.0.0, 
Alexander Brown, Esq 1.11.0, Mrs. Arncliffe 
Sennett (monthly) 1.0.0, Misses Fussell 1.0.0, 
Misses Mann (monthly) 1.0.0, Misses Gliksten 
(monthly) 1.0.0, Miss Deakin 1.0.0, per Miss 
Weir 1.0.0, Mrs. Flood 12.11, T. Stenhouse, 
Esq 12.0, Mrs. A. M. Burke 12.0, F. Tindle 
Anderson, Esq 10.0, Mrs. Richmond (5.0 
weekly) 10.0, Miss H. E. Raisin (monthly) 
10.0, per Miss Lettice Fox 6.73, Miss I. Jones 
(2.0 weekly) 6.0, Four Northern Friends 
(monthly) 5.0, Miss A. S. Wilson 5.0, Mrs. 
Usherwood (monthly) 5.0, Miss Cunnington 
5.0, Misses Saunderson & Bellamy (monthly) 
5.0, Miss M. Renthe & Friend (monthly) 5.0, 
Mrs. Heywood Bright (weekly) 5.0, Mrs. 
Green (monthly) 5.0, Mrs. Gillies (monthly) 
4.0, Mr. Gore Brown (monthly) 4.0, Mrs. 
Saxby 3.0, Miss Osmond (2.0 weekly) 4.0, 
A Lover of Babies 3.6, Miss Chappelow 2.6, 

v Miss Burgess 2.6, Mrs. Simpson (weekly) 
! 2.6, F.J.Quartermain, Esq 2.0, Mrs. Sennett

2.0, Mrs. Marsh 2.0, Miss Balchin & Miss 
Melling 2.0, Mrs. Sparborough 1.6, A Covent 
Garden Market Woman 0.6;

Towards Christmas PARTIES.— Mrs. 
Edwards 1.0.0,MissBennett(collected) 10.82 
Mrs. G. Lansbury 10.0, L.O.R. 10.0, Mrs. 
Crabb 7.81, Employees of Comptons, Ltd., 
4.24, Mr. Jennings 2.0, Mr. Walker 1.0. .

Collections.—Portman Rooms Meeting 
30.12.0, Toolroom L.S.A. 1.10.10%, Misses 
Lagsding and Morley 19.64, Bow Milk 17.61 
Mrs. Gow 14.0, Miss Manicom1 1.51, Bromley 
Milk 12.6, Miss K. Lagsding 9.6, English- 
woman Exhibition 8.9, Employees of Messrs. 
Comptons, Ltd., 4.4, Miss O’Brien 3.3, Miss 
Lynch 2.94, Poplar 1.1.

CLOTHING, ETC.—Mrs. Crosland Taylor, 
Mrs. Baillie, Miss E. Finke, Miss Russell, 
Miss Maude Smith, Miss Burgess, The Baby 
Lovers’ Club, Miss Simmonds, Mrs. Hector, 
Miss Winifred Burnc, Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. 
Cook, Miss Charlotte Blacklock. .

FEEDING BOTTLES.—Mrs. Doring.

. . THE . , 

WOMAN'S DREADNOUGHT 
EDITOR - - SYLVIA PANKHURST.

CHRISTMAS, 1915.

Come to --

OUR TOY STALL 
at the U.S.

CHRISTMAS SALE, 
Central Hall,Westminster, Friday 
and Saturday, 10th and 11th 
December------- -THIS WEEK!

Admission--3 to 6 p.m. 6d.
6 to 10 p.m. Free.

YOU CAN BUY ALL
YOUR CHRISTMAS 

PRESENTS THERE!

A DEBATE on Friday, Dec. 17, 
7.30 p.m. The E.L.F.S. invites 
members of the Women’s Inter­
national League and others to a 
demonstration on Continuous. 
Mediation by the Neutral Nations

Mr. John Scurr, the Rev. F. R. 
Swan, Mrs. Bouvier, Mr. Edgar 
Lansbury, Mrs. Drake, Mr. A. 
A. Watts and others will take 
the parts of the various nations. 
Miss S. Pankhurst will preside. 

This will be a most interesting debate, 
which no one should miss. : Light 
refreshments will be provided after 
the debate, at a low charge. : : "

Furnished Room; suit business lady or 
gent.—Apply to Mrs. Hockham, 42 Ling 
Road, Canning Town.

TO
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POEMS by MORRIS ROSENFELD, a Worker in an American Clothing Sweat Shop. 
Written in Yiddish, and Translated by Rose Pastor Stokes and Helena Frank.

A MILLIONAIRE.
No, not from tuning-forks of gold 

Take I my key for singing;
From upper seats no order bold 

Can set my music ringing;
But groans the slave through sense of 

wrong.
And naught my voice can smother ;

As flame leaps up, so leaps my song 
For my oppressed brother.

And thus, the end comes swift and 
sure . . .

Thus life itself must leave me;
For what can these my brothers poor

In compensation give me.
Save tears for ev’ry tear and sigh ? 

(For they are rich in anguish).
A millionaire of tears am I, 

And mid my millions languish.

IN THE FACTORY.
Oh, here in the shop the machines 

roar so lightly,
That oft, unaware that I am, or have 

been,
I sink and am lost in the terrible 

tumult ;
And void is my soul ... I am but 

a machine.
I work and I work and I work, never 

ceasing;
Create and create things from morning 

till e’en;
For what? And for whom? Oh, I

know not I
Oh, ask not!

Who ever has heard of a conscious 
machine?

No. here is no feeling, no thought and
no reason ;

This life-crushing labour has ever 
supprest

The noblest and finest, the truest and 
richest.

The deepest, the highest and humanly 
best.

The seconds, the minutes, they pass 
out forever, -

They vanish, swift fleeting like straws 
in a gale.

I drive the wheel madly as tho’ to 
o’rtake them,—

Give chase without wisdom, or wit, or 
avail.

The clock in the workshop,—it rests 
not a moment; ,

It points on, and ticks : Eternity— 
Time;

And once someone told me the clock 
had a meaning,—

Its pointing and ticking had reason 
and rhyme.

And this too he told me,—of had I 
been dreaming,— .

The clock wakened life in one, forces 
unseen,

And something besides; . . . I forget 
what; -

Oh, ask not I
Iknow not, I knownot, I am a machine.

At times, when I listen, I hear the 
clock plainly;—

The reason of old—the old meaning— 
is gone I

The maddening pendulum urges me 
forward

To labour and labour and still labour 
on.

The tick of the clock is the boss in 
his anger!

The face of the clock has the eyes of 
a foe :

The clock—Oh, I shudder—dost hear 
how it drives sue ?

It calls me " Machine " I And it cries 
to me "Sew" !

At noon, when about me the wild 
tumult ceases,

And gone is the master, and I sit 
apart.

And dawn in my brain is beginning 
to glimmer.

The wound comes agape at the core 
of my heart;

And tears, bitter tears flow ; ay, tears 
that are scalding;

They moisten my dinner — my dry 
crust of bread;

They choke me,—I cannot eat;—no, 
no, I cannot!

Oh, horrible toil; born of Need and 
of Dread.

The sweatshop at mid-day—I’ll draw | 
you the picture:

A battlefield bloody ; the conflict at 
rest;

I Around and about me the corpses are 
lying; 1

। The blood cries aloud from the earth’s | 
gory breast.

maimed and wounded , some are still 
out there. In thought we shall be 
with them, and in spirit we shall 
think of them all: those who will 
never return in the flesh, and those 
who are away in hospital or con- 
valescent homes ; and somehow we 
shall be thinking of them as if they 
were with us, going over the times 
we have spent together. I shall be 
thinking of some of the men who 
stood so splendidly with us in the 
great Suffrage and Socialist fights, 
and whose fights on this earth are 
done, but whose memory of comrade- 
ship will always remain.

And then, too, we shall want to 
share the sorrows of the personal 
relatives of those who have passed 
over, those who are still in danger, 
and those who are wounded. There 
must be between us East Enders 
comradeship in all this suffering. We 
must in a real sense try to bear each 
other’s burdens. We try to do it very 
often in peace times; it is a thousand 
times more needed in these times.

There is consolation in sympathy 
and comradeship—a comradeship that 
nothing can ever break down; and, 
though all of us often do and say 
things about each other that were 
better left unsaid, at bottom there is 
a freemasonry in our material poverty 
which somehow binds us more and 
more closely together.. And this 
Christmas-time, with all its darkness, 
with all its sorrow, let those of us 
who retain our faith in the ultimate 
triumph of righteousness and good- 
ness try to spread amongst our 
friends and neighbours a spirit of 
love and goodwill. Let us try in ever 
so small a way to cheer and comfort the 
lonely, to bind up the broken-hearted, 
and in place of sorrow, let us strive to 
spread love and peace.

Let us all remember that day 
follows night; light follows darkness; 
that for those of us who remain there 
is the great duty and the great privi­

Christmas in the ROMAN ROAD. I

By GEORGE LANSBURY.
We East End people always wel­

come Christmas. The streets are 
gayer, and, whatever our condition of 
life is, it is good to go out and see 
the lights, the goods, and especially 
the stalls. No one who lives near 
Roman Road ever foregoes the joy of 
walking up and down, and seeing 
gathered together from all parts of the 
world merchandise of every descrip- 
tion. Those who, like myself, have 
spent a life-time in East London can 
look back and say that amid every- 
thing else that is changed the shop- 
ping in ■ Christmas week never 
changes, and is still a delight for boys 
and girls, and men and women.

This war-time Christmas will have 
all the same outward attributes as in 
peace time: Christmas trees, holly 
and mistletoe, and all the parapher- 
nalia which goes to make up a 
holiday market. Somehow, however 
depressing the times may be, however 
dark and gloomy the weather may be, 
we all shake ourselves up and try to 
be different.

And the goodwill of it all! I sup- 
pose the poorest of us will be wanting 
to feel that somebody is just a little 
bettered because of Christmas. The 
hunt after Christmas dinners; the 
scouringround after Christmas 
tickets; and the joy, both of giving 
and receiving, is something worth 
remembering. Even those who are 
the most bitterly opposed to each 
other thaw and melt at Christmas 
time ; and, whether we like it or not, 
the spirit of which Charles Dickens 
wrote so splendidly seems to pervade 
us both in the street and at home.

This Christmas there is hardly one 
of us in East London but will miss 
some friend: some boy or man who 
went out with the 17th County of 
London a year ago, and has not 
returned. Some have come back

A moment . . . and hark! The loud
. signal is sounded, ।
The dead rise again and renewed is 

the fight. . .. .
They struggle, these corpses; for 

strangers, for strangers 1
They struggle, they fall, and they 

sink into night.
I gaze on the battle in bitterest anger, 
And pain, hellish pain wakes the 

rebel in me I
The clock—now I hear it aright; It 

is Crying :
" An end to this bondage! An end 

there must be!” ".
It quickens my reason, each feeling 

within me :
Itshowsme how precious the moments 

that by.
Oh, worthless my life if I longer am 

silent.
And lost to the world if in silence I die.
The man in me sleeping begins to 

awaken ;
The thing that was slave into slumber 

has passed;
Now ; up with the man in me 1 Up 

and be doing!
No misery more 1 Here is freedom at 

last!
When sudden : a whistle I—the Boss 

—an alarum I
I sink in the slime of the stagnant 

routine ;—
There’s tumult, they struggle, oh, 

lost is my ego ;—
I know not. I care not, I am a 

machine ! . . .
THE NIGHTINGALE TO THE 

WORKMAN.
Fair summer is here, glad summer is 

here !
Oh hark! ‘tis to you I am singing:
The sun is all gold in a heaven of blue. 
The birds in the forest are trilling for 

you. "
The flies ’mid the grasses are winging ;
The little brook babbles—its secret is 

sweet.
The loveliest flowers would circle your 

feet,—
And you to your work ever clinging!

| Come forth ! Nature loves you. Gome 
forth! Do not fear!

Fair summer is here, glad summer is 
here,

Full measure of happiness bringing.

lege of proving ourselves worthy of | 
life. a 5- ।

People tell us what great men have 
sometimes done. I have an absolute 
faith, not merely in what the poor have 
done, but in what they yet will do. I 
look for the redemption of the world 
not by the .great and mighty ones, but 
by the common people.

When I read, as I read the other 
day, of a common soldier crawling 
about for hours with an officer on his 
back amid a hail of bullets, striving 
to carry his wounded comrade to 
safety, I say that the kind of humanity 
that produces men capable of this is 
something that is worth preserving 
and something that will never die. 
It is men from places like East Lon- I 
don that are doing these magnificent 
feats of heroism and love every day. 
In the days of peace how often simi­
lar deeds are done in the streets in 
which we live.

And so let us all this Christmas- 
time put away the darkness of despair;

I let us catch the real Christmas spirit, । 
I which is one of hope and courage. 
। We celebrate the Birthday of a little 
Child. Whatever else we think we 
all think of it as an extraordinary 
Child, as one who was different from all 
others. Not at all because he was 
different as a boy, but because as a 
man he lived and spoke as no other 
man had done. It is just His message 
really that we celebrate, and that 
message is that love is stronger than 
hate, and that the greatest thing in 
the world is love, and if we all try in 
that spirit to keep this Christmas- 
time,black and horrible as the war is, 
our little corner of the world will 
still be bright, not because of material 
riches, but because we each have 
striven to spread abroad amongst our 
friends and neighbours, comradeship 
and love.

Order the DREADNOUGHT 
through your Newsagent.

All creatures drink deep; and they 
pour wine anew

In the old cup of life, and they wonder 
at you.

Your portion is waiting since summer 
began;

Then take it, oh, take it, you labour- 
ing man !

‘Tis summer to-day; ay, summer 
to-day!

The butterflies light on the flowers.
Delightfully glistens the silvery rain, 
The mountains are covered with 

green n ess again.
And perfumed and cool are the bowers.
The sheep frisk about in the flowery 

vale,
The shepherd and shepherdess pause 

in the dale.
And these are the holiest hours !
Delay not, delay not, life passes away 1
’Tis summer to-day, sweet summer 

to-day!
Come, throttle your wheel’s grinding 

power I
Your worktime is bitter and endless 

in length ;
And have you not foolishly lavished 

your strength?
Oh think not the world is with bitter- 

ness rife.
But drink oi the wine from the goblet 

of life. ‘ ’

Oh, summer is here, sweet summer is 
here !

I cannot for ever be trilling;
I flee on the morrow. Then, you, 

have a care I
The crow, from the perch I am leaving, 
— the air
With ominous cries will be filling.
Oh, while I am singing to you from my 

tree
Of love, and of life, and of joy yet to be.
Arouse you !—Oh, why so unwilling 1 
The heavens remain not so blue and 

so clear ;—
Now summer is here ! Come, summer 

is here I
Reach out forthe joys that are thrilling; 
For like you who fade at your wheel, 

day by day.
Soon all things will fade and be carried 

away.
Our lives are but moments; and some- 

times the cost
Of a moment o’erlooked is eternity 

lost.

E.L.F.S. NEW YEAR PARTY
BOW BATHS, Roman Road, 
Bow, January 8th, 7 to 12 p.m.

Splendid Concert.
Great Spring Pageant.

Dancing. :: Tickets 3d. each.
Soncs: Mrs. PERRY, Miss HELSBY, 
Mr. ERIC CHAPPELLOW. :: Piano : 
Mme.LEVINSKAJA. Recitations: Mr. 
JACK WILMOT, Miss EVA BOYDELL 
(of the Merry Maids). Speakers: 
Sylvia PANKHURST, Dr. Barbara 
TCHAYKOVSKY, GEORGE LANSBURY. 
Dance Music: Walthamstow Social- 
------ — . ist Band. --------- 

APPLY EARLY FOR TICKETS! 
BRING ALL YOUR FRIENDS.
-- COME BY NO. s ‘BUS. -------

THE Anti-Suffragist IS A TRAITOR TO 
HIS COUNTRY! This is proved to the hilt in 
the new pamphlet issued by the Manchester 
Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage, 
"‘Christian Chivalry: the Racial Aspect of 
Women’s Enfranchisement." Anabsolutely 
new sociological, historical and industrial 
presentation of ′′what is, and what might 
be, of the utmost importance to students and 
advocates of the cause of women’s equality 
and freedom. Post free 14d., from Prof. F. 
Merrick, 12 Parsonage Road, Withington, 
Manchester. De luxe Christmas Edition, 
Sid.—[Advt.]

ESTABLISHED 35 YEARS.
THE VICTORIA DAIRY.

17 8 19 Ford Street, Roman Road, E.

R. P. EVANS,
Pure Milk delivered three times daily.

Purveyor to the Mother’s Arms.

New Laid Eggs from Wales a Speciality.

COUGH MIXTURE 
(Balsam of Aniseed).

PER BOTTLE - Sd. Especially suitable 
- for Children.

CASH DRUG STORES, 224 "SS8N_.ROAD.

E.L.F.S. Members should deal with our 
Advertisers. THEY HELP US.

THE £1,000 BABIES' MILK FUND By Dr. BARBARA TCHAYKOVSKY.

TREASURER’S APPEAL.
Christmas is almost here, and many 

of us are exerting ourselves, difficult 
though it may be in these sad days, 
to provide good cheer and a few 
happy hours for the little ones who 
are too young to know we are at war. |

It is well that there can be some 
brief escape from the realities of the 
situation ; that childish delight can 
capture our oppressed spirits for 
awhile, and that Christmas can seem I 
true, even this year, round the fireside 
where children are gathered.

For some of us Christmas will live 
only in the memories of the past, 
rich with the sound of the voices that 
are hushed but that yet reach tis 
across the space of time, and, whisper­
ing to us, they bid us be up and doing, 
caring for the weak and the frail, and 1 
the helpless in our midst, giving to 
these all that we should have lavished 
on those who are beyond the need of 
our help.

There are others amongst us who 
through force of habit will make be- | 
lieve that Christmas is still a time of | 
festivity, with all the extra display of 
food and gifts, yet who would, per- , 
chance, gladly welcome some outlet | 
for the regret that time never stands | 
still, and that the children of the 
olden days are now grey haired men 
and women ; there are always child- 
ren who need helping and cheering. ' 
Others again, whose lives are spent in I 
bringing joy to the broken and op- I 
pressed in body and spirit, will perhaps | 
be constrained to limit the extent of 
their good works this Christmas-tide. |

On all of these I would press the I 
need of the children (and their | 
mothers) under our care in the East I 
End, for not a single one of these can 
do without help for the barest neces-. 
saries of life—food and clothing.

Since war broke out, we have tried 
to relieve as far as in us lay the dis- 
tress that claimed our attention on | 
all sides—some temporarily needing j 
rather advice and pressure in the 
right quarter, others more perman­
ently in need, and none more so than

WOMAN SUFFRAGE in HOLLAND
BY MARTINA KRAMERS (A DUTCH 

SUFFRAGIST.)

Ever since the introduction of the 
present Constitution in Holland, in 
1887, an agitation was begun for 
electoral reform there. The Con- 
stitution limited the franchise to men 
who had certain qualifications of 
electoral capacity and social standing 
to be defined by laws. At first the 
agitation was conducted by men and 
for men only; it resulted in producing 
in 1897 a rather democratic franchise 
system, which has now brought the 
number of electors up to nearly a 
million. Still, five-thirteenths of the 
men over 25 years are disqualified 
along with all the women. The latter 
have always conducted their own 
agitation, unaided by any political 
party, and in 1894 they formed the 
Women’s Suffrage Association, which 
now has a membership of 18,000.

From .1900 to 1908 the national 
agitation for electoral reform was 
in the hands of a committee, consist- 
ing of political parties, trade unions, 
and other societies, which stood for 
adult suffrage, to obtain which a re- 
vision of the Constitution was drafted. 
In 1908 this committee was dissolved, 
and the agitation was henceforth en- 
trusted to the Social Democratic 
Party, in collaboration with the Trades 
Union League. In 1911 the Socialist 
Party collected 320,000 signatures for 
a petition to the Government demand- 
ing adult suffrage; and on the occa- 
sion of the opening of Parliament, 1912, 
on the so-called "Red Tuesday,” con- 
flicts with the .police nearly arose in 
the capital, so urgent was the pressure 
of the crowd.

The present Cabinet is the outcome 
of the elections of 1913,and is pledged 
to prepare a revision of the Constitu- 
tion, which will establish manhood 
suffrage andabolish the constitutional 
disqualification of women. 

the babies who attend our creche and 
four clinics.

With prices of food alone 40 per 
cent., and total cost of living 30 per 
cent, higher, it needs a particular 
form of blindness not to realise that 
in many homes called poor at the 
best of times, the poverty line has 
been crossed, with its attendant ills 
increased. With housing accom­
modation certainly not improved, 
with the measles mortality doubled, 
we feel the urgent need to keep our 
mothersand babies as well nourished 
as we can.

How much an adequate supply of 
pure milk can do towards this is 
proved by a glance at the faces of 
those for whom we can provide.

Whilst this is the cheapest form of 
nutritional relief to give, we are en- 
tirely dependent on the public for 
funds in this direction.

Already some 900 mothers and 
babies have come under our care, 
about 70,000 meals have been served 
in our restaurants, and we have spent 
on milk alone, since August 1914 up 
to the present time, £1,170.

IM OUR NURSERY.

On Tuesday November 1st last the 
Government introduced a Bill for the 
Revision of the Constitution, and Ant., 
which contains this clause :

“The right of electing the Mem- 
bers of the Second Chamber is 
conferred upon male inhabitants, 
who are recognised by law as Dutch 
subjects, and who have attained 
the age to be fixed by the law, 
which is not to be set lower than 
23 years; also upon the female 
inhabitants possessing the same 
qualifications, in so farasthelaw will 
enfranchise them. Reasons for ex- 
elusion from the franchise must not 
be based on economic differences.” 
not derived from their economic 
standing.”
This means a real step forward for 

women, since they are no longer 
disqualified, and the Constitution 
even requires the Electoral Law to 
enfranchise women. But which 
women are to be enfranchised and 
which women are not? And why does 
the Bill only put the sexes on the 
same footing as to eligibility and 
not as to giving them votes?
These are questions which the parlia- 
mentary debates will perhaps solve. 
It will then also appear what effect 
the untiring agitation of the Women’s 
Suffrage Association has produced.

Like most of the National Auxil- 
iaries of the International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance, the Dutch W.S.A. 
does not concern itself with the 
extension of the franchise, the voting 
qualifications or the number of elec- 
tors. The W.S.A. keeps out of the 
class struggle, which it leaves to the 
Socialists. It limits its action to the 
demand that sex should be no dis- 
qualification.,, and accordingly claims 
a limited franchisefor women, if 
men have only a limited franchise, 
and universal suffrage for women, if 
men possess universal suffrage. The 
latterwill be the case in Holland when

The future of our babies, whom we 
have nourished and cherished, and 
brought back to some joy of living, 
from the gloom and apathy of mal- 
nutrition, simply by clean food amid 
clean surroundings, literally lies on 
the lap of the 2,000 odd subscribers 
to our Milk Fund. (If every reader of 
our paper would help, we should get 
very much more.)

I beg each one of these to help me 
in raising a £1,000 Babies’ Milk 
Fund; if each would aim at sending 
a minimum of 10s. individually or 
collected from sympathising friends 
in our Babies’ House collecting box, 
or indeed in any improvised recept- 
acle, this would be assured. To 
some, I know, 10s. is personally an 
impossible amount; to others it but 
represents self-denial of some article 
of food on the Christmas board, or 
other luxury. But those who cannot 
give 10s. can perhaps collect that 
amount and some can give more than 
10s.—let each give according to his or 
her capacity—to each of our babies 
this means the milk to support life.

We cannot tell our babies that the 
child lovers of Britain have forgotten 
them at Christmas time; we cannot 
let those we have built up in the past 
slip back into the vast army of ill- 
nourished and wasting babies. We 
want to extend our work and to s ee 
it constantly growing.

Every year we lose in this courtry 
over 100,000 babies under one year 
of age, and half of these die directly 
from prematurity, atrophy, maras- 
mus,debility and nutritional disorders. 
How many of the survivors are 
maimed ? We have lost 75,000 men 
on the battlefield in one year of war 
—may this never happen again. 
Shall the army of dead babies, slain 
in peace, as in war, still continue for 
lack of food or care ?

I shall be glad to receive subscrip­
tions at Langham House, Harrow-on- 
the-Hill. All gifts in kind should be 
sent direct to 400 Old Ford Road, 
Bow, E.

Barbara TCHAYKOVSKY, M.D.
Hon. Treasurer E.L.F.S.

the Government Bill becomes law.
Our efforts must now concentrate 

on getting the present Bill carried 
with the addition of equal suffrage for 
men and women. Last year, in the 
four months preceding the outbreak 
of the war, which put an end to every 
action, the Woman Suffrage Associa- 
tion had collected 165,000 signatures 
to a petition that the political equality 
of men and women should be estab- 
lished by the Constitution. The Dutch 
Cabinet has often declared its willing- 
ness to carry out the will of the 
people,” and here the people have 
clearly manifested their will.

So now the claims of the Socialist 
and Radical Parties and of the 
Woman Suffrage Association have 
united in the same demand : Univer­
sal Suffrage for Men and Women to 
be established in the Constitution.

We take the following from a 
statement sent in from Budapest by 
Eugenie Miskolczy Mellor to Jus 
Suffragii:—"We fully acknowledge 
the present usefulness and necessity 
of women’s, relief work, but our 
work lies in another line, and this 
cannot be neglected; let us educate, 
each the women of our own nation, 
that they may be united with the 
women of other nations in the wider 
motherly love of mankind.

“We have to build up the future 
permanent peace of the world ; we 
have to give proof now of our political 
ripeness, even if lesser values should 
be lost by it." ---------

Those who see a German every- 
where—even in such salutary things 
as peace movements—have discovered 
that Mme. Schwimmer, the Hun- 
garian delegate to the Hague Women’s 
Peace Conference, is, one of Mr. 
Ford's guests, on the Peace ship.

Mme. Schwimmer was Secretary of 
the International Suffrage Bureau in 
London before the War, and has a 
great reputation as an orator. ■
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CHILDREN’S GLOVES.—Anon.
Mrs. Cooper's children saved up 10s. to 

buy each other Christmas presents, but they 
decided to give the money for our Babies’ 
Milk instead. ------ —
Donations to be sent to Hon.Treasurer,

Dr. Tchaykovsky, Langham House, 
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Miss N. L. Smyth, 400 Old Ford 
Road, Bow, E.

All parcels to 400 Old Ford Road, 
Bow, E. ———

The War Office announces that 
pictorial postcards of all kinds, 
addressed to neutral countries, will 
in future be stopped.

Weadvise you to send the WOMAN’S 
DREADNOUGHT to your friends in- 
stead !

At the Women’s Hall, Bow, on 
Sunday last, Mr. Cyon gave a very 
interesting account of the working of 
Woman Suffrage in Finland.

I n spite of the terrible handicap of be- 
ing under Russian government, re- 
markable reforms have been intro- 
duced.

For example, a noticeable increase 
in women’s wages, the improvement 
of insurance law so that women and 
men are equally well off, protection of 
unmarried mothers, the total abolition 
of the illegitimate child—all children 
have a right to their fathers’ support.

A most striking fact is that not one 
Finn has joined the Russian Army— 
whether this is due to the influence 
of women, Mr. Cyon could not say.

And Finlandowes the fact of having 
won the vote for women, to a 
domestic servant, who took a most 
prominent part in the movement, 
and to the support of the workmen who 
struck work to back up the women.
I The Bulgarian Socialist, Dr. C. 
Petroff, has been imprisoned on a 
charge of advocating peace.

In Germany, the Socialists Rosa 
Luxemburg, Klara Zetkin, Dr. Franz 
Mehring, Peter Berten and Heinrich 
Pfeiffer, have been arrested for pub- 
lishing the first number of a Socialist 
paper called The International, which 
contains an article by Rosa Luxem- 
burg—" The Re-building of the Inter- 
national,” and by Klara Zetkin—" For 
Peace.” . ---------- . .

The Vienna Socialist paper, the 
Arbeiier Zeiturigt says, “ No one is 
deceived by the solemn declarations 
of Ministers of State, who are as like 
as one egg to another in affirming that 
we must hold on to the end with the 
War. The people are tired and over- 
tired of this frightful massacre, of this 
destruction ofevery thin glivi n g. Their 
will is onlytowards peace.""

What is true of Austria may be 
equally so elsewhere; but who dare 
voice such sentiments ? '
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A CHRISTMAS PRESENT I 
A YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION 
TO THE “WOMAN’S 
DREADNOUGHT.” : ‘:: ::

I enclose 4s. 4d. for subscription 
and postage of the " Woman’s 
Dreadnought.”

Address

THE COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 
OF THE E.L.F.S. SEND CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS TO MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS.

HUMAN SUFFRAGE.
Before the War large numbers of 

women and men were giving all their 
thought and energy to securing a 
million votes for the women of the 
British Isles—a million votes for 
thirteen million women !

The demand was recommended on 
account of its “ moderation." In the 
light of the great world conflict does 
it not seem miserably inadequate, 
timidly weakand mean ?

" 1 believe that a woman should 
have a vote if she pays rates and 
taxes.” How that phrase jars and 
wearies one ? Can. any tax count 
beside the toil of hand and brain 
that a human worker gives in a life 
time, or in comparison with the 
bringing into the world of another 
living, sentient human being, whose 
thoughts and deeds may add im- 
measurably to the common stock? 
When a man goes out to take part 
in the hideous slaughter of the battle- 
field the paying of rates and taxes is 
a forgotten thought to him; the fact 
that he has paid cannot buy him off, 
and his being too poor for taxingwill 
not save him from being sent to the 
front if Conscription comes.

Cast away the trivial ideas of the 
professional politician. The world 
conflict, with its dehumanising hate 
and violence, and the widespread 
peril and loss that draw poor mothers 
and wives together, should cause our 
minds to dwell only on real, vital 
things.

What is a vote but a voice in the 
affairs that concern us all ? Surely 
there was never a time in which we 
could see so clearly as now that the 
interests of all the people are closely 
interwoven, and that everyone of us 
must have a vote in the management 
of our world.

Cast away the idea that it is ex- 
pedient to ask for an instalment of 
justice in accordance with some 
petty, ill-drafted, fugitive politician’s 
rule, instead of basing our demand

on the infinite and eternal fact of 
our common humanity.

In the hard, hungry days that 
followed the Napoleonic wars, the 
brave old reformers did not want the 
vote for merely academic reasons. 
They fought for it because they saw 
in it a means of giving all the people 
the power to free themselves from 
gaunt and urgent want, and to pro­
tect themselves from cruel exploita­
tion and harsh injustice. They 
wanted to give every man an equal 
chance to share in controlling the 
destinies of the nation.

Those old reformers asked for no 
half-measures, suggested no palter- 
ing compromises, but demanded U n i - 
versa! Suffrage. 11 They were deter­
mined to wring from the autocrats 
in power as much justice as they 
could, and not to abate their de- 
mands until they had got all they 
asked. Theirs is a spirit that we 
may well emulate. Our experiences 
are likely to reproduce theirs in 
many things.

The War, with its waste and de­
struction, is intensifying the inter- 
national strife that is always with 
us, the struggle of human evolution 
towards a higher development of 
social life. 1 1 I

In every nation the forces of re- 
action are gaining ground because 
of War conditions. Militarism is 
becoming more strongly entrenched.

Unorganised individualism is shown 
to be wasteful, and the extraordinary 
strain which war is putting upon 
human energy and material re- 
sources, has necessitated, and after 
the War will continue to necessitate, 
in every country more extensive 
control and co-ordination by the 
central government than has hither- 
to been known.

State action may be of two kinds. 
It may mean compulsory regulation 
of the bulk of the population by a 
small official class, in the interests of 
the powerful wealthy few who pull 
the strings—the vast mass of the 
people being used as mere pawns in 
an almost limitless army. Or State 
action may mean the co-operation of 
free citizens, each with an equal 
voice in the decisions which are 
adopted for the benefit of all.

After the War, in every country 
the struggle that is always going on 
between these two ideas, the idea of 
coercion and the idea of co-opera- 
tion, will be intensified, and become 
the supreme issue, both in national 
and international affairs. In the 
international field the application of 
these ideas will be seen, on the one 
hand by a demand for larger armies 
and navies, a warfare of tariffs, and 
a more truculent dealing with the 
claims of rival nations. On the 
other hand will be a striving towards 
international arbitration and disar- 
mament, and the building up of a 
league of peace to include all nations.

Our attitude towards the franchise 
issue will be one of the test questions 
which shall decide whether we are 
on the side of coercion or on that of 
co-operation.

At present the franchise quali­
fication in this country is based on 
property.

It is suggested that there should 
also be a qualification for naval and 
military service.

The forms of service which human 
beings can render to the nation are 
infinite. Who shall measure them 
or decide between them? Every one 
of us should spend our lives in doing 
some part of the general service. 
The only qualification on which we
should base our demand 
franchise is that of our 
humanity.

We should demand a

for the 
common

vote for
every human being of full age, with­
out regard to property or sex.

The article which we publish from 
Martina Kramers, of Holland, shows 
us that the Dutch women have 
adopted the procedure which the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement has
hitherto followed here. When the
men had only a narrow and re- 
stricted franchise, the Dutch women 
Suffragists asked that that narrow 
franchise should be extended to 
women also. Now that Manhood

Suffrage has been extended to the 
men of Holland, the women at last 
are pressing for a vote for every 
woman. Hitherto, they have been 
sitting on the fence of compromise, 
and have refrained from declaring 
themselves for human suffrage. Only 
now are they making whole-hearted 
common cause with the forcesof 
democracy.

In every country where the women 
have begun working for their enfran­
chisement before the enactment of 
Manhood Suffrage, the same thing 
appears to have happened. The 
women have not thought it ex­
pedient to demand human suffrage; 
they have asked for admission to the 
existing narrow franchise; But in 
each country they have had to wait 
until the narrow franchise has been 
swept away.

They have had the humiliation of 
seeing their demand for citizenship 
thrust aside again and again, whilst 
men have secured concession after 
concession, until at last, by the 
granting of Manhood Suffrage, the 
principle of human right to the 
franchise has been admitted. Then, 
in Australia, New Zealand, Finland, 
Norway, Denmark, Iceland, and 
thirteen States of America full 
human suffrage, including men and 
women, has been secured in a com- 
paratively short time.

In no country, save the little Isle 
of Man with its handful of in- 
habitants, have women succeeded in 
winning the vote before the property 
qtialification for men had been 
abolished.

This fact should not for one 
moment lead us to think that 
women should wait for the vote in 
this country until men have secured 
Manhood Suffrage. No, indeed! It 
should spur us on to throw ourselves 
unreservedly into the struggle for 
human Suffrage, for every woman 
and for every man.

Every property qualification must 
of necessity act more unjustly to- 
wards women than towards men, 
because so much of women’s service 
receives no monetary recompense, 
because the husbands, and, not the 
wives, are householders.

It is true that the franchise on the 
men’s • present terms would give a 
majority of votes to women of the 
working class, because the working 
class is actually in such an immense 
majority; but an undue proportion 
of the women voters of every class 
would be elderly widows, whose time 
for developing new ideas, in most 
cases, has gone by. The young mother 
with her children growing up around 
her, who should be voicing the ideals 
of the coming womanhood, would be 
disqualified, together with the mass of 
women factory workers, who need the 
power of the vote most urgently.

How can we expect that such a 
restricted form of franchise should 
arouse that immense volume of 
popular enthusiasm that assuredly 
will be needed to sweep votes for 
women past the old political pre- 
judices, on to the Statute Book ?

Women who cling to the narrow 
demand for the old out-of-date form 
of franchise will be driven into the 
camp of the coercionists, and separated 
from the great democratic movement 
which, in spite of all attempts at re- 
striction, is growing and consolida- 
ting and, perhaps even before the 
War is over, will arise in full force of 
overwhelming fervour to demand that 
the democratic principle shall be ap- 
plied to every department of our 
national life.

People say: “ You cannot ask for a 
vote for every woman, because every 
man has not got one" ; and add: 
“ You must not ask for a vote for 
every woman, because the men ought 
to get more votes, if they want them, | 
for themselves.”

Such arguments are cramping and 
destructive, they should be cast away 
from us—lovers of freedom. Fight 
for freedom for all humanity—they 
make no distinction of sex.

Surely it is time that the British I 
Suffrage movement should come to- 
gether, reorganise its programme, and 
write on its banners: " Human Suf- 
frage—a vote for every man and 
woman of full age! ”

E. SYLVIA Pankhurst.

THE PARLIAMENT & REGISTRATION BILL.

On the second reading of the 
Parliament and Registration Bill, 
Mr. Asquith stated : " The only 
principle in the Bill is first, to avoid 
the obvious calamity of a General 
Election, and next, that the life of 
the House. of Commons should be 
permissibly extended, for such a 
length of time as, in the development 
of things, make it possible, that its 
successor should be elected .under, 
reasonable conditions, and under ebn- 
ditions which will make it a fair 
representation or reflection of, the 
national judgment and the national 
will. That is this Bill.”

We women must see to it that the 
successor of this Parliament does 
represent the "national judgment 
and the national will ” by the in- 
elusion of women amongst the voters.

AMENDMENTS to the munitions act.
Mr. Lloyd George is protesting 

because the Editor of the New 
Statesman has accused him of calling 
“the workers in the muni tion factories 
drunkards and shirkers.”

But Mr. Lloyd George has done 
something worse than call the 
workers names, he has put them 
under a coercion Act, the only vestige 
of excuse for which could be that the 
workers were drunkards and shirkers.

In his Amendments to the Muni- 
tions Act, Mr. Lloyd George is seek- 
ing to extend the coercion to workers 
engaged in supplying power, light 
and heat.

By his Amendment Bill, Mr. Lloyd 
George is also taking powers to order 
what the wages of women in Munition 
factories shall be. Unfortunately 
the women have no reason to trust 
Lloyd George I

Trade Union combination and the 
Parliamentary Vote are the only 
things on which the women workers 
can safely pin their faith.
“DISTANCE LENDS ENCHANTMENT."

“ The Gambetta of the defence of
European liberty. The little
Brother of the Poor.” The Paris 
weekly Le Carnet de la Semaine thus 
describes Lloyd George I

In the House of Commons on Dec- 
ember 8th, Mr. Addison in reply to a 
question by Mr. King, stated : " That 
out of 3,868 cases before the Munitions 
Tribunals up to November 28th, only 
ninety-four concerned women, includ- 
ing ninety applications for leaving 
certificates. Only one woman had 
been fined, the amount being IOs.

In Birmingham young girls between the 
ages of thirteen and sixteen, have been on 
night shifts in munition factories. Now, 
owing to the agitation of the Rowley Regis 
Education Committee, steps are being taken 
to ensure that no girls under eighteen shall 
work at night.

Even at eighteen, both boys and girls are 
too young to be on night work !

A recent Agreement between the 
British Government and two bodies 
of Danish traders was the subject of a 
heated discussion in Parliament on 
December 9th. Lord Robert Cecil 
declared that a statement of the text 
of the Agreement would not be in the 
“ public interest"; and, therefore, he 
could not comply with the request 
of Honourable Members to lay the 
Agreement on the table.

Sir H. Dalziel, Sir Arthur Mark- 
ham, and the Times assert that this 
agreement renders the British block- 
ade of Germany less stringent. We 
do not share the views of this faction, 
but if they succeed in forcing the 
Government to make the agreement 
public, they will have performed a 
public service. These secret under- 
standings make for war, and should 
be abolished;

A resolution was passed at a meet- 
ing of the Executive Committee of 
the Liberal Association for the Elland 
Division of Yorkshire, calling on Mr. 
C. P. Trevelyan, M.P., to resign his 
seat.

It appears that honest consistency 
and humanefeelingare notappreciated 
by the Elland Liberals !

The congress to be held in Berne, Dec. 
14th, organised by the Social Democrats, 
and the President of the Netherland Anti- 
War Council, has been postponed till 1 the 
second fortnight in January. The cause of 
the postponement was the abstention of any 
English or French delegates, and the delay 
in the arrival of the American delegates.

A

THE WORKERS’ INTERNATIONAL. Socialists and the World War
In his book, “ The Socialists and i liament refused to support, the Gov- 

the War*” William English Walling ernment, maintaining that it had not 
rightly says that, since the War, done everything to prevent War, and 
people have become more interested had made of Servia “ a bridge 
in the views of Socialists on war, between Russia and France,” allow- 
than ever before. This is because ing her to be used to serve the in- 
the Socialist ideal embraces the inter- terests of those countries rather than 
national solidarity of the workers and her own.
the Socialist theory of life does not Victor Adler, one . of the Austrian
admit of the hostile competition of Socialist leaders, writing in the 
rival nations, and because the Social- Vienna Arbeiter Zeitung, applauded
ists through their constantly com- 
municating, closely united organisa- 
tions in every country have unrivalled 
knowledge of the lives and needs of 
the people in all lands.

Ever since the founding of the 
International by Karl Marx, some 
fifty years ago, the Socialists have 
been striving to prevent war; the 
watchword of Karl Marx was 
“ Workers of the world unite.”

At the time of the Franco-Prussian 
War, Walling recalls the fact that 
Marx opposed the annexation of
Alsace and Lorraine, and on Sept. 5th, 
1870, three days after the battle of 
Sedan, declared that if the annex­
ation should take place, Russia and 
France would, in the future, make 
war on Germany.

In every European crisis in which 
warhasseemed to threaten, the Social- 
ists have been working for peace, and 
in their International Congresses the 
idea of a general strike in case of 
war has steadily gained ground.

Walling’s book includes a compre- 
hensive collection of actual mani- 
festoes issued by the International 
Socialist Bureau, and by the various 
National Socialist Parties, with 
speeches and articles of Socialist 
leaders, and extracts from Socialist 
papers in regard to war. These are 
joined together by editorial notes 
and comments.

The book is a most valuable one, 
and we, at least, have found it 
entirely fascinating.

A special interest attaches to the 
man i festoes and speeches from Social- 
ists in the far-off Balkan Nations, 
whose people have suffered so terribly 
from recurring wars.

Servia.

the Servian Socialists for carrying 
on a self-sacrificing agitation for 
peace.

Bulgaria.

are taking the weapons they use against us 
from the Socialist arsenals of France and 
Germany. For instance, German Social 
Democratic representatives appear against 
us; and in France, Herve as well as 
L' Humanite is criticising us. In order to 
drive us into War, articles by Vaillant are 
translated for our benefit, in which he calls
upon the Socialists, of all neutral States,
whose neutrality has not been guaranteed 
by treaty like Switzerland, to enter into the 
War. He characterises us as pro-Germans
if we should refuse to follow his un-Socialistic 
advice.''

Racovsky continues:—
“You can imagine the difficult 

situation in which the Socialist Parties
of the neutral countries are placed,

In 1911, the Bulgarian Socialists if our comrades in the warring coun- 
polled 25,000 out of 1,000,000 votes, tries communicate with our ruling 
They did not secure one seat in the classes over our heads, incite our 
Parliament, called the Sobranje; but proletariat to war, shake hands with 
Sakasoff, one of the leaders of the our jingoes and reactionaries, and 
less advanced Socialists, was elected openly countenance the apostate and 
at a bye-election. He at once opposed renegade 
the preparations then taking place “— -" The French comrades seek to
for War with Turkey, saying that the convince us that the Allies, Russia 
people needed a confederation of among the rest, are fighting for the 
independent self-governing republics, principle of nationality. ‘
uniting all the Balkan nations, in-

We, the
inhabitants of the East and imme-

eluding Turkey. He was attacked in diate neighbours of the Muscovite 
the street by a band of studentsarmed Empire, would like to utter some 
with revolvers, but the Socialist view, doubts on that point. We recognise 
which he had voiced, became so | the desire of conquest characterising 
popular with the working people that I Austria’s Balkan policy ; we have 
the Socialist vote was increased from criticised it more than once at Inter- 
25,000 in 1911 to 107,000 in Decem- national Congresses; but who is 
ber, 1913, and 37 Socialist Members there to deny the danger that 
of Parliament were returned out of threatens both Roumania and Bul- 
a total of 211; 47 members of the garia, countries which occupy the 
Peasants’League were also returned, road to the Dardanelles, from 
and these, with other progressives, Russia?
were able to put the Government in “ We appeal to our comrades in 
a minority. r the countries at War not to give

, The Peasants’ League demanded way to the particular moods pro-
the dismissal of all ambassadors and
higher military officials; the Socialists 
demanded also a democratic republic 
and a federation of the Balkan States.

As the Government was in a 
minority, the King ordered a new 
election on March 8th, 1914, when, 
by the use of police violence, the 
Government secured 127 seats to 117 
of the opposition.

The Socialists secured two seats in 5 
the Skupschtina, the Servian Parliar

duced by War. After the
terrible Balkan War, the Socialists 
of the Balkan countries met again 
at their Congress. The Bulgarians 
visited the Servians, these visited 
the Bulgarians. We, too, visited the 
Bulgarians and they paid a visit to 
us, forgetting all the evil that our 
Government (and in what manner !)
had done them by taking the best

During the War, the eleven mem- Province from Bulgaria 1" 
bers of the more advanced group of 
Socialists in the Sobranje have 
adhered to the peace policy on which ..... . .

I they were elected, and on November Walling, are divided

Poland.
The Polish Socialists, according to

into several
parties, and there are three separate

merit, and polled 25,000 out of a total 
of 300,000 votes, i.e., 12 per cent. 
They had candidates in only six con- 
stituencies, and claimed that they 
might have had 50,000 votes if they 
had run more candidates.

Before the first Balkan War the 
Servian Socialists advocated an in- 
■dependent democratic federation of 
Balkan Republics. During the second 
Balkan War they made the same 
stand. On October 2nd, 1912, the 
Socialist leader, Laptchevitch, de- 
clared in Parliament that War 
between the Balkan peoples would 
inevitably bring about the interven- 
tion of one of the great capitalistic 
European Powers, which might even- 
tually lead to a conflagration in 
Europe.

In 1913 the Servian Social Demo­
cratic Party published a manifesto, 
declaring that the Socialists of Servia 
and Bulgaria— 
“raise their voices in emphatic protest 
against the prospect of a fratricidal War 
between Servia and Bulgaria, two nations 
that speak related dialects of the same 
mother tongue, whose customs and inclina- 
tions are identical, and whose culture, 
industrial life, and interests are similar.”

The manifesto added that the 
Socialist Parties of Bulgaria, Rou- 
mania, Turkey, Greece, Bosnia, 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Slavonia, 
Montenegro, and Albania are pledged

24th, 1914, they brought forward a - ... --
motion that the Sobranje should parties in Russian Poland. Two of 
immediately call upon the Parlia-these parties aim at bringing about a 
ments of all the Balkan countries to Russian Revolution, out of which

Poland shall gain her freedom. Theenter into a common understanding
for defence against foreign conquest, third Socialist Party in Russian 
and the formation of a Balkan Poland hopes that freedom for 
Federation. They also moved that Poland will come through the con- 
the Bulgarian Government should quest of Russia by Austria, and one 
approach the Governments of the of their number, Joseph Pilsudski, 
neutral nations, with a view to mediat- has become commander-in-chief of a 
ing between the belligerent powers. Polish National Volunteer Army,

The moderate Socialists voted which has fought with the Austrian 
against these motions, and Sakasoff, Army.
falling away from his old declaration, . On August 3rd, 1914, Pilsudski 
approved the Government policy, issued a Declaration from Warsaw, 
which was then leading towards stating that the ‘corps of the Polish 
War, and promised the support of Army have entered the Kingdom of 
his group. Poland, and taken possession of it,

Thus we see that in every country in the name of the Polish people.
it is difficult for any but the strongest • • - • Beginning with this day the 
and most independent to hold quite whole nation shall be united under 
steadfastly by the international ideal, the direction of the National Govern- 
when the popular outcry and every ment. ---.'
effort of the governing classes is for A Proclamation of August 10 th 
War. R ' says: ′
, 5 oumen’e- . ". “ Our marksmen took Miechow and the
- he Roumanian Socialist Party surrounding villages, and marched towards 

′ . Jendrzyow-Kielce, towards Warsaw, with
the consent of the Austrian Army.
"′With enthusiasm the people greeted the 

Polish Eagle. ... . The Commandant of 
- ′ > ---------- -u vurolcan Ul the Polish Army is creating civil authorities, 

War the Party published a manifesto, and has called upon the most prominent 
′ -′ ′ *-- residents of the various communities to take

has a membership of 3,000, largely in
Bucharest, where it has held several 
great anti-War demonstrations. I

Two months after the outbreak of

warning the people against Russian
propaganda, Russian spies, over the control of local affairs. It ispropaganda, Russian, spies, and organising a militia. The walls of the cities 
Russian bribes, the object of these are covered with Proclamations from the

- . - being to lead Roumania to join the National Government and the Commander-
to. work for a union of all Balkan War. “ An Alliance with Russia ” in-Chief. • -- The Commission of the 

nations. ' — it was said, “ means the conquering Confederated Independent Parties.*—"
In May, 1914, at the Servian Social

Democratic Congress in Belgrade, 
delegates came from the Austrian,
Hungarian, Czech, Croatian, and
Bulgarian Socialist Parties, and
were received with cheers.

On August 1st, 1914, after the
outbreak of War with Austria, the 
Servian Socialist Members of Par-

* “Socialists and the War,” by William 
English Walling.—Henry Holt & Company, 
New York ; 7s. 6d.

of democracy and popular freedom, 
and the triumph of reaction.”

In January, 1915, Racovsky, the 
Roumanian member of the Inter- 
national Socialist Bureau, wrote to 
Golos, a Russian Socialist paper, 
published in Paris, saying that "no 
power on earth ” would induce the

Confederated Independent Parties to-day 
has assumed the powers of the National 
Government in Warsaw.”

Is this the secret of the great 
advance of the Central Powers into 
Poland ?

The American Alliance of Polish 
Socialists from Russian, German, 
and Austrian Poland is claimed to 
be thoroughly representative. It 
speaks with absolute freedom fromRoumanian Socialists to give up the --__- ...... -J... ...___ ... ......

International Socialist fight for the far shores of America, though, of 
peace. But he complains— course, without the advantage of

"The saddest thing is that our adversaries ' absolutely immediate knowledge. It

has just published a declaration, in 
which it states that the sufferings of 
the Poland people far surpass those of 
Belgians, because the former have 
been “ compelled to murder each 
other for the glory and power of 
their oppressors.” It demands an 
independent Polish Republic, urging 
that promises of larger or smaller 
autonomy do not insure free and un- 
hampered development, because the 
liberties promised by Russia in 1905 
were revoked, and “efforts to spread 
education among the Polish people 
were prohibited and punished.”

In the present War the Manifesto 
explains that—

“immediately after the Russian Proclama- 
tion of the Manifesto promising local self- 
government to Poland, the general office of 
the Press department of the Russian Gov­
ernment issued a circular .to all Russian 
papers, explaining that the so-called 
Manifesto does not mean autonomy to 
Poland at all, but simply that all the Polish 
provinces now held by Austrians and 
Prussians will be annexed to Russia. . . . 
In the recently-conquered Galicia, the 
Russians destroyedthe Polish schools, 
closed down the University, abolished the 
provincial legislature, establishing Russian 
administration, and even importing Russian 
police." .

Russia.
The vote of the Russian Socialists 

and the Peasants’ Party, or.Labour 
Group, was 10,000,000 in 1907, when 
the last election on a semi-democratic 
franchise took place. At that election, 
in spite of suffrage restrictions and 
police repression, these parties se- 
cured almost half the seats in the 
Duma.

The franchise has been greatly 
curtailed since then, and there are 
now only 14 Socialists and 11 Labour 
members.

Walling does not deal specifically 
with the barbarous autocracy of the 
Russian Government, and the per- 
petual struggle for freedom which 
became intensified during the Russian 
War with Japan. But references to 
these are constantly occurring n the 
manifestoes of the Socialists in all 
the European countries.

Since the war, the British version 
of Russia has been whitewashed, but 
the long series of Socialist mani­
festoes published in Walling’s book, 
bring back to us the picture of Russia, 
that was universal a few years ago.

Walling quotes an article by Keir 
Hardie in the American Socialist of 
December 1914, in which he says :

" At the close of the Russo-Japanese War 
in 1906, the Russian Empire was bankrupt 
i n every sense of the word. H er reason for 
making peace with Japan was more finan- 
cial than military. Russia for over half-a- 
century had been the outcast of European 
nations.

From the days of the Crimean War in the 
middle of last century down to 1906, not a 
cent of money could be got on loan in 
Europe to aid the finances of Russia. She 
was loathed and abhorred, not only for her 
aggressiveness, but also for her treatment 
of her subject races, such as Finland and 
Poland, and her red-handed suppression of 
every known reform.

" Who is there that has not shuddered 
over the tales of Siberia, over the tortures 
and unspeakable atrocities of her prisons 
and dungeons? Prince Kropotkin in a damp 
stone dungeon under the sea, where his very 
gums rotted, and his teeth fell out of his 
mouth? That was Russia I

" At the close of the war with Japan, as I 
have said, she was bankrupt financially, and 
an outcast from the nations of Europe 
successful revolution was being waged 
within her borders, her army and navy were 
honey-combed with sedition and prepared 
to join the revolutionary movement in the 
overthrow of the Czar and all he stood for.

"′ Who then came to the rescue of Russia, 
loaned her money, gave her moral prestige, 
and a standing among the nations of Europe? 
Great Britain. Why was it done ? To re- 
establish that old worn-out fetish of what is 
known as the ′ balance of power.’ ”

At the time of the Balkan Wars 
the Russian Socialists worked- with the 
Austrian Socialists to secure peace.

On May 8th, 1913, the Socialist 
Members of the Duma sent a letter 
to the Austrian and Hungarian So- 
cialists, in which they declared that 
the Governments of Russia and Aus­
tria were stirring up dissention be- 
tween the Balkan nations to advance 
their own L imperialistic ends, and 
urged that the peasant masses of 
Russia have nothing to look for in 
the Balkans, and that the peoples of 

I the near East through their own

h
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ist Party towards the war has been 
much discussed and much criticised.

The War of 1870.
In the war of 1870, Bebel and Wil- 

helm Liebknecht refused to vote for 
the war credits, though other German 
Socialists did so.

Marx and Engels supported Ger­
many in the war with Napoleon, but 
as soon as the French Republic was 
proclaimed they took the part of 
France, and it is said that Engels 

' went so far as to offer his services to 
the French. Marx, Bebel and Lieb- 
knecht, and with them the German 
Socialist Party, opposed the annex- 
ation of Alsace and Lorraine.

The German Socialist Party has 
consistently opposed militarism and 
many of its members, including its 
most noted women, Clara Zetkin and 
Rosa Luxemburg, have served re- 
peated imprisonments for this reason. 
Year after year the Socialist Mem- 
bers of the Reichstag voted against 
the war credits, refusing to find a 
single man or a single penny for pur- 
poses of destruction. But in 1913 
came a departure from this policy.

In 1913 the Government proposed 
a great extension of the Army, en- 
tailing a heavy increase in military 
expenditure. The Socialists offered 
most strenuous opposition and a 
tremendous popular movement was 
behind them. Hitherto the German 
people had been made to pay the 
cost of armaments through taxes on 
food and other necessaries, an aver­
age working-class family paying 10 
per cent, of its income in indirect 
taxation.

First Socialist Vote for War Credit.
In order to circumvent popular 

opposition to the new Military Bill, 
the Government now decided to raise 
the cost of it by a direct tax on pro- 
perty. . s m

The Socialists were therefore 
placed in a dilemma. They had 
fought strenuously to replace in- 
direct taxation, by means of which 
the poor are made to bear the 
chief burden of national expendi- 
ture, for direct taxes, which fall 
upon the rich. The Government 
divided its Military Bill into two 
parts. The first dealing with the 
military extension, the second deal- 
ing with the means by which the 
extension is to be paid for.

It was easy for the Socialists to 
vote against the military extension, 
but the back of the popular opposi­
tion had been broken by the promise 
that the rich should pay for the 
extension. Therefore the Socialists 
found themselves in a minority, and 
the Reichstag agreed to the military 
extension.

Then the Socialists had to decide 
whether they should vote for the 
property tax to pay for the military 
extension. The situation was criti­
cal, because the Conservatives would 
probably have combined with the 
Socialists, and a dissolution would 
have resulted. There was a strong 
difference of opinion in the Party— 
many wished to adhere to the old 
principle " not a man not a penny " 
for militarism, but the majority de­
termined to vote for the military tax.

In spite of this, the German 
Socialists continued demonstrating 
against war and militarism, right 
down to the outbreak of this war. 
When the International Socialist 
Bureau held a monster demonstra- 
tion against the war in Brussels, on 
July 30th, 1914, Haase, representing 
German Socialists, attacked the 
Austrian Government, protesting that 
Servia’s answer was so moderate that 
there was no excuse for war, and de- 

I glaring that the German people were 
not pledged by secret treaties between 
the Governments of Germany and 
Austria. In Germany, too, the Social- 
ist Party issued several manifestoes 
in these terms, and appealing to the 
international brotherhood of, the peo- 
ples against war. In Berlin 28 mass 
meetings against war were held on 
July 29th, 1914. At one of these 
meetings alone there were 70,000 
persons. Similar meetings were held 
in the other cities. In Stuttgart the 
speakers threatened a general strike in 
case of war. The Vorwaerts, the prin- 
ci pal Socialist daily paper and official

" Should the war end with a complete 
victory of the reactionary Russian Govern: 
ment and no democratization of political 
power take place at the same time, that 
Government . . . may become the centre 
and source of a reactionary world 
policy." is

The Russian Socialists must there­
fore refuse all support to the Govern- 
ment, and continue to work to replace 
it by a democratic constitution.

The Russian Social Democrats, in 
a later manifesto, criticised the Ger­
man and Austrian Socialists for 
supporting the German Government, 
and classed the German, Austrian, 
and Russian Governments together 
as " the backward Monarchies of 
Eastern Europe.” They declared 
that the “German capitalists have 
entered upon a looting expedition in 
Servia, with the object of conquering 
her and of stifling the natural revolu­
tion of the southern Slavs," also 
that the British and French capital- 
ists have entered into the war in 
order " to grab the German colonies 
and to ruin a rival nation, distin- 
guished by a more rapid economic 
development.” To this end, they 
are " helping the Czardom still more 
ruthlessly to oppress Poland, Ukraine, 
and othersmall peoples, and still more 
effectively to stifle the revolution in 
Russia itself." The manifesto called 
on the workers to preserve their 
international solidarity.

The Socialist organisations of the 
subject peoples, Poles, Finns, Lithu- 
anians, Jews, etc., are at one with 
the Russian Socialists. Whilst the 
Lithuanian Nationalists have helped 
the troops of the Czar, to conquer 
parts of East Prussia, on the ground 
that this once belonged to Lithuania. 
The Lithuanian Socialists have re- 
plied that as the utmost possible 
persecution has taken placesunder the 
Czardom, they do not wish to extend 
its boundaries.

Russian Views Summarised.
At the Socialist Peace Congress 

at Copenhagen, January 16th and 
17th, 1915, the Russian Socialists 
issued a report, stating that the 
Socialist group believes that the war 
is due to capitalistic competition in 
the various countries. Another 
group regards this competition as 
merely contributory, and German 
militarism as the foremost cause of 
the War. ; J

The first group ‘ fears that a victory 
of Russia over Germany might bring 
with it a strengthening of re-action in 
Europe." : . 0

A third and smaller group wishes 
a victory of Germany over Russia.

The majority, we are led to assume, 
would prefer a draw or a slight ad- 
vantage to Germany over Russia, 
but not a decisive defeat for Russia.

When the Socialists in the Duma 
voted against the war credits on 
February 9th, 1915, they announced 
that they would work for an early 
peace. One of their number, Mani- 
kow, declared that he could not 
accept this, as he considered that 
the German Junkers must first be 
beaten. Because of this he was 
expelled from the Party. Some other 
well-known Socialist writers in Russia 
have adopted a similar stand to that 
of Manikow, but none of them have 
supported the Russian Government.

There has been a sharper division 
of opinion amongst Russian Social­
ists who are in exile in this country. 
On February 15th, 1915, a conference 
of the Socialists of the Allied countries 
took place in London. Those who had 
belonged, when in Russia, to the 
largest Socialist party of Russia, the 
Social Democrats, refused to vote, 
because the Austrian and German 
Socialists were not invited, and in a 
manifesto published afterwards, des­
cribed the conference as:
"a criminal misuse of the ideas and author­
ity of international Socialism, by serving as 
a cloak to the interests of Russian, English, 
and French imperialism, which are really 
hostile to the workers’ International.”

Germany.
The German Socialist Party has 

over 1,100,000 members. In the last 
Reichstag election in 1912, it secured 
4,239,000 votes, one-third of the total 
number of votes cast, and has 113 
votes in the Reichstag out of 397. 
The Party owns 86 daily papers.

The attitude of the German Social-

initiative, must establish a demo- 
cratic federation independent of 
Russia and Austria-Hungary.”
' In July 1914, oh the eve of this 
war, a great strike movement arose 
in Russia. At the close of a trade 
union strike for higher wages, in St; 
Petersburg, a conflict took place be­
tween the populace and the police and 
cossacks. Four people were killed 
and fifty injured, and, as a protest, 
a peaceful general strike was de- 
clared on July 17th, to last till July 
20th. The two Socialist papers were 
then confiscated, and the people were 
attacked by the cossacks. The strike 
was therefore continued. The strik­
ers erected huge barricades and took 
shelter behind them, armed with 
stones and other weapons. 1 200,000 
workers were on strike, and thou- 
sands of men and women took part in 
serious fighting. Red flags flew from 
the barricades, and the decorations, 
celebrating the Franco - Russian 
alliance and the visit of the French 
President, were torn down. The 
Cabinet was summoned to discuss 
the situation.

On July 26th, the day after the 
Austrian ultimatum to Servia, St. 
Petersburg was put under martial 
law, and only the most extreme 
measures broke the resistance of the 
people.

On August 8th, the 14 Socialist 
Members of the Duma abstained 
from voting for the war credit, and 
read the following statement —-

" A terrible and unprecedented 
calamity has broken upon the people 
of the whole world . . . the proleta- 
riat of the entire world, with the 
German workers at the head, pro- 
tested against it . . . the hearts of 
the Russian workers are with the 
European proletariat. This war is 
provoked by the policy of expansion, 
for which the ruling classes of all 
countries are responsible. • . . The 
conscious proletariat of the belliger­
ent countries has not been sufficiently 
powerful to prevent the war. . . But 
we are convinced that the working 
class will find in the -international 
solidarity of the workers, the means 
to force the conclusion of peace at 
an early date.The terms of that 
peace will be dictated by the peoples 
themselves, and not by the diplo- 
mats. . . .."

. After this the Socialists and some 
of the Labour Members left the 
Chamber, -

A statement was read on behalf of 
the Labour group stating that the 
Russian people would defend the 
land of their birth, but asserting that 
they had no enemies amongst the 
working classes of the belligerents, 
and complaining that the authorities 
" even at this terrible moment ” 
showed no desire to forget internal 
strife, refused amnesty to those who 
had fought for freedom, and in- 
creased the already heavy economic 
burden of the workers.

The Russian Socialists continued 
agitating against the war and organ- 
suing for revolution, and on Novem­
ber 17th, 1914, five of the Socialist 
Members of the Duma were arrested 
and sentenced to exile and imprison- 
ment.

As the months of war have passed, 
the Russian Socialists have not en- 
tirely maintained their united front 
against the war, but the Socialist 
Members of the Duma have contin- 
tied voting against the war credits, 
and every faction is agreed that the 
first possible opportunity for insur­
rection must be seized.

Russian Reply to Vandervelde.
When Emile Vandervelde, the 

Belgian Socialist leader, appealed to 
the Russian Socialist Party to sup- 
port the Government of the Czar 
during the war, the Russian Socialist 
Labour Party Majority Group re- 
plied, that “whilst bearing in mind the 
anti-democratic character of Prussia, 
the other enemy of democracy and 
the working class, Russian, absolut- 
ism, must not be forgotten.”

The Russian enemy retained its old 
character during the war, for all 
Socialist newspapers were suppress­
ed labour organisations were dis­
solved, whilst arrests and banishments 
without trial were still taking place.

organ of the Party, also used every 
effort to prevent war. It exposed 
the hypocrisy of the German Gov- 
ernment, which, after supporting 
Russia against the revolting people, 
and punishing German Socialists for 
insulting the Czar, suddenly changed 
its front, and spoke of the need for 
smashing the barbarous rule of the 
Czar. The Vorwaerts strove to make 
the people realise the horrors of war 
in advance, and dwelt rather on the 
faults of Germany and its ally 
Austria in the quarrel, than on the 
excuses for Austro-German action, 
in order to prevent the people from 
rushing into the war from mistaken 
Patriotism, and to insure that at 
least they should hear both sides. This 
policy Vorwaerts has consistently 
followed during the war in spite of 
the censor.

Socialists. Support Government.
And yet war came, and the fear of 

conquest by Russian barbarism do- 
minated the German people, and even 
a large proportion of the Socialists.

After heated debatesin the Socialist 
Party Council, it was decided that 
the Socialist Members of the Reichs- 
tag should vote for the first war 
loan on August 4th, on the ground of 
the Russian menace. A minority 
abstained. When it was decided to 
vote for the war loan, the news of the 
violation of Belgian neutrality had 
not come, and when the Chancellor 
announced that Belgium and Lux- 
emburg were probably invaded al- 
ready, he adm itted th at this was wrong,, 
though declaring it necessary for 
German self-defence, and promised 
that reparation should be made. 
The news of what was taking place in 
Belgium, no doubt came gradually to 
Germany, and was overshadowed 
there by at least equally terrible hap­
penings on the Eastern front.

The majority of the Socialists­
again agreed to vote for the second 
war loan on December 2nd, 1914, but 
Karl Liebknecht voted against the 
loan, and 14 other Socialists abstain- 
ed from voting.

Karl Liebknecht is also a member 
of the Prussian Landtag. It was 
reported that he and other Prussian 
Socialists had voted for a war loan 
there on October 22nd. But the 
favourable vote wasaf ter wards shown 

• to have been cast for a war relief 
Bill to provide employment and sus­
tenance for persons suffering through 
the war.

Walling states that the Socialists 
in the Prussian Landtag are divided 
evenly, five to five, for and against 
the war. But that the Prussian 
Socialists voted unanimously against 
the Budget of March 2nd, 1915, as a 
protest against the Government’s re- 
fusal to grant uniform suffrage (i.e. 
one vote one value) and a secret 
ballot, and to abolish the limitation 
of the right of association.

The franchise question has also- 
been raised in the Reichstag. In 
Germany the franchise is based on a 
three class system, according to in- 
come. Haase speaking for the Soc- 
ialist Party protested that the soldiers 

| ought not to be allowed to come home 
from the war and find that, because 
they have suffered a loss in their 
earning capacity through injuries 
received at the front, they would be 
stamped as citizens of a lower grade 
and that their votes would count less 
than they used to.

Whilst many Socialist Members of 
the Reichstag, and some of the other 
Socialist newspapers have allowed the 
ideal of international working class 
solidarity to fall into the background, 
the Vorwaerts has remained con- 
sistently true.

When Italy was attacked for re­
maining neutral, instead of joining 
her allies Austria and Germany, the 
Vorwaerts applauded her for refus- 
ing to plunge her people into war. 
When the French Socialists joined 
the Government and even attacked 
their German comrades, the Vor- 
Waerts defended them and explained 
and excused their inconsistency.

Whilst striving for international,, 
solidarity the Vorwaerts has fought 
most strenuously to keep the struggle 
for freedom alive at home, protest- 

(Continued on page 388, col. 1.)
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ing against the exploitation of the 
people, high food prices, low wages 
and neglect of soldiers’ depend­
ants. It has been many times 
suppressed, and even forced to 
change its editor, but still its fear- 
less campaign has continued. Its 
standpoint is that “all the peoples are 
of the same blood and that they 
have no right to kill one another, but 
that they ought to love and he'p one 
another.” 2E0

It may be asked how it is that the 
Vorwaerts is more advanced than 
the Socialist Party in the Reichstag. 
Walling states that this is probably 
due to the fact that its circulation is 
chiefly in Berlin and the large towns 
where the people are most enlight­
ened. The Reichstag Members, on 
the other hand, represent, not merely 
the million members of the Socialist 
organisations, but also three million 
non-Socialist voters, to please whom, 
Walling assumes that they modify 
their actions.

The Socialist Party Executive, 
which of course influences both the 
Reichstag Members and the Vor- 
voaerts is elected by an annual con­
gress of delegates from unequally ap- 
portioned districts which give less 
weight to the voters in the industrial 
districts than in the centre.

It is interesting to note that the 
Socialists of Stuttgart adopted by 99 
votes to 2, a resolution of sympathy 
with Liebknecht’s vote against the 
War Loan. 42 delegates, who had 
retired to a separate meeting place, 
endorsed the Socialist majority vote 
for the War Loan.

Liebknecht’s Peace Terms.
Karl Liebknecht urges that peace 

should be concluded on the following 
terms:— —

No Annexations.
Political and economic independence of 

every nation.
Disarmament.

. Compulsory arbitration.
The Vorwaerts demands :—- . - 
Obligatory International Arbitra-

tion Courts..
All treaties and agreements be- 63 Radical Socialists were elected, 

tween States to be subjected to and 16 members of the Socialist 
democratic Parliamentary con- Reform Party, founded by members
trol.

International treaties for limitation 
and of control of armaments 
with a view to disarmament. 

The recognition of the right 
every nation to determine 
own destiny.

Kautsky's Peace Terms.

of 
its

Kautsky, another German Socialist 
leader, advocates for the treaty that 
will immediately follow the war:—

1. Any step towards disarmament, 
even if one-sided. He says: " It 
must be our business as Social 
Democrats to protest against 
any humiliating or degrading 
forms’” that may accompany dis- 
armament, "but that the thing 
itself is most earnestly to be 
desired." When the vanquished 
have been forced to disarm, 
he argues that the Socialists 
in the victorious countries 
will have a firm basis for de­
manding that the victors shall 
disarm voluntarily, because the 
menace of rival armaments will 
have been withdrawn.

2. The widest possibleindependence 
for nationalities and races, even 
should this involve taking away great 
territories from one group of nations 
alone. He regards annexation as a 
misfortune to the State which 
annexes another’s territory, because, 
" democracy finds its best expression 
in a State consisting of one nation 
speaking one language,” and “when a 
State is composed of various nation­
alities they come into hostile collision 
with each other, and have a paralys­
ing effect on the economic and 
political process.”

As steps which may take time 
before they can be applied fully, 
Liebknecht urges:—

1. Democratic in the place of Mili- 
tarist Government.

2. International reciprocity trea- 
ties, working as rapidly as possible 
towards international free trade.

He says:—-
" Under the pressure of war much that
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was hitherto unattainable may become 
attainable. It is possible that the victor 
may find it to his interest to force free 
trade or something approaching it on the 
defeated nations. Or several may con- 
stitute themselves into a tariff union. This 
would mean progress, if it is not used as a 
means of drawing free trade countries into 
a protected area, which latter must be 
fought against.”

3. Independence for, and encour- 
agement of the backward countries. 
Kautsky regards the backward con- 
dition of territories in Asia and 
Africa as a temptation to capitalists 
to exploit them commercially, and to 
fight over the division of the spoils.

A study of Walling’s collection of 
manifestoes, and articles by German 
Socialists, leads us to the conclusion 
that on the whole the German 
Socialists have remained calm, and 
are able to try to consider the world 
situation with a view to the ultimate 
good of the world population, not 
merely that of Germany. But to 
most people their words will perhaps 
seem uncomfortably resigned to the 
miseries of the present time.

Karl Liebknecht in his impatience 
of delay is infinitely more appealing 
than Kautsky and Bernstein.

But there are signs that the atti- 
tude of quietly waiting for the out- 
come of the struggle, which the Ger­
man Socialist leaders have adopted, 
is becoming less and less acceptable 
to the rank and file, and the deputa­
tion from the Socialist women, whose 
manifesto we published last week, is 
one of these signs on the horizon. e

Austria.
The Austrian Socialist Party 

polled 1,081,000 votes in 1914, and 
has 88 out of 516 members of the 
Reichsrath.

The Austrian Socialists worked for 
peace until War was declared, then 
urged the people to fight against 
Russia.

The same policy was adopted by 
the Hungarian Socialists.

Italy.
The Italian Socialists secured 

1,160,000 votes in the election of 
1913, about 25 per cent, of the total;

of the Socialist Party who were 
expelled for supporting the Tripoli 
War and other militarist measures.

Before the European War, in 
June, 1914, the attempt by the 
authorities to suppress anti-militarist, 
demonstrations led to a general 
strike, in which 2,000,000 workers 
took part, and during which there 
were many conflicts between the 
people and the authorities; much 
property was destroyed, and many 
people were killed. This widespread 
popular uprising was due to public 
dislike of the Tripoli War, which had 
cost £2,000,000, and was followed by 
widespread unemployment and dis­
tress.

When the great European War 
came, the Socialist Party declared 
that Italy must remain neutral in the 
War. When it appeared possible 
that Italy might fight with Austria, 
the Socialists undoubtedly had behind 
them the majority of the populace, 
who could not fail to remember that 
Italy had “attained its independence 
as a nation in the very teeth of that 
same Austria.” Anti-Austrian feel- 
ing once aroused could not be checked, 
and when the Socialist Party tried 
to prevent War on the side of the 
Allies, it found that some of its lead-' 
ing members had already got War 
fever, one of these, Mussolini, the 
editor of the Socialist paper, Avanti, 
resigned his post.

In the middle of February, a con- 
ference of Trade Unions was held at 
Milan, and a resolution, proposed by 
Malatesta, which was taken to be a 
proclamation of the general strike in 
case of War, was carried by 182 
votes to 125.

Walling’s narrative stops short 
before the date when Italy joined 
the War, but we know that though 
the organised workers of Italy were 
divided, as the voting on Malatesta’s 
resolution shows, a large section 
were, and still are, opposed to the 
War, and very much greater popular 
uprisings than those which followed
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“ if they had refused to vote for 
Credits for the War, they would have 
given over their country to Cossack 
invasion. In voting them they have 
furnished to the Kaiser arms against 
Republican France, and against the 
Democrats of Western Europe."

How hopeless all this sounds I

Conference of the Allies.
A Conference of the Socialists of 

the Allied Countries took place in 
London on February 15th, 1915. 
Resolutions were passed declaring— 

(1) That the War was due to the policy of 
colonial conquest and aggressive imperialism 
of all the nations engaged, and that all the 
nations share the responsibility for that 
policy.

(2) .That the invasion of Belgium and 
France by the German armies threatened 
the independence of all nations, and that, 
therefore, a victory of German imperialism 
would mean the defeat and annihilation of 
democracy and freedom in Europe.

(3) That Belgium must be freed and in- 
demnified, and thatall territoriesfromAlsace- 
Lorraine to the Balkans, which have been 
forcibly annexed should be given the right 
to dispose of their own freedom. .

(4) That the Socialists of the Allied Powers 
are resolved to struggle till victory is won, 
but will refuse to allow the War to become 
one of conquest, and that the victory of the 
Allied Powers must be a victory of the 
people's rights and of the unity, independ- 
ence, and autonomy of the nations in a 
peaceful federation of the United States of 
Europe and the world.

As we have already stated, a part 
of the Russian delegates protested 
against this sectional Conference, to 
which only the Socialists of the 
allied countries were invited.

Women Socialists.
The neutral nations have made 

more than one unsuccessful attempt 
during the War to secure a con- 

ference of the Socialists of the 
warring nations.

The Socialist Women’s Organisa- 
tion, nevertheless, succeeded in hold- 
ing such a conference at Berne, in 
April, 1915, women delegates being 
present from Germany, England, 
France, Russia, Poland, Holland, 
Switzerland, Italy and Austria.

Though this had been impossible 
to the men, the Socialist women were 
able to discuss the world situation in 
cordial friendliness.

Whoever carefully reads the docu­
ments in Walling's book, must be 
filled with longing for the end of this 
useless war, and must turn with re- 
newed determination to strive for the 
time when the People's Internation- 
al shall put an end to war for all

the Tripoli War may be looked for in 
the future. France.

The French Socialists have now 
102 out of 584 seats in the Chamber 
of Deputies, and the Socialist elec- 
toral vote is 1,400,000. From Wal- 
ling’s evidence the French Socialist 
leaders appear to have lost altogether 
their sense of solidarity with their 
comrades in hostile countries, and 
to have laid aside altogether their 
struggle for the emancipation of the 
working class.

Early in the War the French 
Socialist Party authorised two of its 
members, Jules Guesde and Marcel 
Sembat, to enter the Coalition 
Government. Another Socialist has 
control of munitions, as Mr. Lloyd 
George has here.

Guesde, when interviewed by the 
New York Novi Mir, is reported to 
have said :—

"Naturally, this is an economic War. 
Germany went to War because it was 
stifling within its boundaries. The growth 
of its population; the mighty development 
of its capitalism forced it to expand, in order 
to find a sufficient field for its energy. Like- 
wise, England would not have gone into the 
War if it had not known that the War would 
assure it the dominion of the sea for a long 
time. It is a co: il ict of imperialism on the 
part of both."

In spite of all this, Guesde says 
that he believes the War " will bring 
tremendous benefit to democracy,” 
because he is of opinion that in Ger- 
many there is a dangerous “amalga­
mation of a still surviving feudalism 
and of capitalistic civilisation,” and 
because though Russia " wants to 
betray" the motto " Freedom of 
Nationalities,” which she has been 
forced to write on her banner, France 
and England will prevent this.

Guesde says that when Alsace- 
Lorraine has been freed from German 
rule it will be given liberty to decide 
its own future. He adds that the 
French Socialists will not allow the 
War to be turned into a War of 
agression.

The Manifesto of Meerheim and 
Bouderon, two delegates to the 
Zimmerwald Conference, from which 
we published an extract last week, 
shows that some at least of the 
French Socialist rank and file are 
anxious to bring the peoples of the 
warring nations together, in order 
that a peace acceptable to the 
workers may be arrived at.

Before this, Pier re Monatte, who 
represented the Department of Gard 
on the French National Committee 
of the General Confederation of 
Labour resigned his office because 
the Committee had refused by 22 
votes to 20 to .send delegates 
to an International Socialist Peace 
Congress, which the Scandinavian 
Socialists were trying to arrange at 
Copenhagen.

Belgium.
The Belgian Socialists’ Party se- 

cured half a million votes in the last 
elections,, but owing to the unequal 
franchise law they have only 40 out 
of 186 Members of Parliament.

Before the War the Belgians held 
anti-War demonstrations like the 
Socialists in other countries, but on 
August 3rd they decided to vote for 
the War Credits, and issued a call to 
Socialistworkmen to join the colours, 
in case Belgium should be invaded.

A few days after the declaration of 
War, the Socialist Party agreed that 
its leader, Emile Vandervelde, should 
accept a place in the Ministry, and 
shortly afterwards, as everyone 
knows, he went on an official diplo­
matic mission from the Belgian 
Government to Great Britain and 
America.

So far from endeavouring to keep 
the peace, Vandervelde and some of 
the French Socialists have en­
deavoured to draw the remaining 
neutral nations into the War on the 
side of the Allies.

Vandervelde states that the defeat 
of Germany would strengthen the 
Socialist movement in Germany, but 
that the victory of Russia would 
help the Socialist movement in 
Russia. Yet many of Vandervelde’s 
statements are more tolerant than 
those of the French leaders. In a 
statement to the American Socialist . 
Press, he says of the German 
Socialists:—

:. L. F. S. TOYS
For your Children’s Christmas
Presents from the International 
Suffrage Shop, 5 Duke Street, 
Charing Cross, or 400 Old Ford 
-------- Road, Bow, E.

Paper-hangings,

Window Glass
Photo Enlargements.

GOOD WORK, LOW PRICES.

SPECIAL VALUE in SOLDIERS' 

AND SAILORS’ PHOTO FRAMES.

228 GREEN STREET, 

BETHNAL GREEN.

Fruiterer and Greengrocer, 

462 OLD FORD ROAD, BOW, E.



THE WOMAN’S DREADNOUGHT. 391

390 THE WOMAN'S DREADNOUGHT.

A VICIOUS SYSTEM.
At a time when every mention of a 

state other than War is catalogued as 
a heinous crime, a book treating of 
the effects of warfare—both in peace 
and war times—is a welcome antidote.

" Put up the Sword "* by Miss Adela 
Pankhurst, is written, as she says in 
the Foreword, " to assail a vicious 
system, not the persons, who are 
merely the tools of the system.” 
Having made this clear, she attacks 
the Jingo spirit wherever ti comes 
her way, which is in all countries 
out for conquest and commercial 
gain. The peoples of these countries 
—ourown included—are never allowed 
to think that the sword is resorted to 
from anything but an altruistic motive; 
though long before such struggles are 
concluded, the initial high motives 
are supplanted by greed for territory, 
power and gain.

Great Britain’s victories, which won 
the territory, which goes to form her 
present great Empire, prove this. I 
There has invariably been a pretext 
of liberating a race or country from 
some real or imaginary wrong, with 
the result that these countries become 
British territory, or at least come 
under the protectorate of that Empire. 
We need only look at a map of the 
world, and see how the British poses- 
sions—painted red—include all the 
nations she started out to liberate 1

The present excuse for the British 
participation in the European War :— 
the "liberation of small nationalities,” 
Miss Pankhurst has the courage to 
dismiss and substitute:—"We are 
fighting for supremacy, to impose not 
our rule, but our domination over the 
world in the name of liberty. In fact 
to do ourselves what we accuse 
Germany of doing."

For these and similar honest views, 
the author seems to hear the taunt 
" pro-German,” and devotes a whole 
chapter to explaining away any such 
imputations; but an impartial critic 
must admit that if there is any " pro " 
in this book it is' " pro” just, or 
humane Government.

The military system, or idea in every 
country exposes the world to the awful 
horrors of wars; for no people will 
swallow the excuse of an " armed 
peace," least of all the armament 
manufacturers. The genealogical tree 
of the British Armanent Ring—which 
is as interlaced with Germany as our 
own Royal House—is ably set forth. 
Nor do the various relations of our 
men in high offices with these firms 
escape the author’s vigilance. From 
the numerous examples let us examine 
Armstrong - Whitworth’s ; this firm 
contains no less than 60 noblemen or 
their relatives, 15 baronets, 20 knights, 
eight members of Parliament, 20 
military and naval officers. Is further 
proof necessary to show that exploita- 
tion and profit are at the root of 
warfare?

Atrocities, real or overdrawn, com- 
mitted by Germany in this present 
conflict, compare not unfavourably 
with those perpetrated by Belgium 
in the Congo, Russia in China, and 
Great Britain in South Africa, or in 
the majority of countries where the 
British soldier has set foot. The 
uniformity of all such cruelty in war 
time seems to arise from the letting 
loose of all unbridled passions, the 
apparent cheapness of human life, and 
“that sense of national acquisitive- 
ness. and conceit which is called 
Patriotism."

That more highly civilised races 
have a duty towards less cultured 
nations, the author regards as justifi- 
able; but the vicious results of 
garrisoning European troops in tropi­
cal climates, so vividly enumerated, 
make one shudder and wish that each 
nation should be left to work out its 
own salvation.

No matter what the advantages of 
Empire may .be, the price paid is too 
high—read Miss Pankhurst’s chapter 
on the " Price of Empire," and ask 
yourself, do you want to boast that 
you belong to a great Empire at such a 
cost to humanity?

The possibility of Germany con quer- 
ing and monopolising countries like 
Belgium or Australia is ridiculed; 
but neither does this book favour a 
conquered Germany. The futility of 
all conquest is seen, if we examine 
how most conquered races are regain- 
ing their liberty bit by bit. A crushed

" ‘Put up the Sword, ’ ’ by Adele Pankhurst. , 
Published by the Women’s Peace Army, 
215 Latrobe Street, Melbourne.

Germany would mean that a future 
war between ourselves and our Allies, 
plus Germany, would loom in the 
distance. Miss Parkhurst, like all 
Britishers who have lived away from 
England, seems to recognise that 
England has no friends—only fear 
and the hope of advantage make 
nations side with her.

" When we decide to make the 
world a commonwealth, and forego 
the dream of world - power, there 
will be a certainty of Peace. But 
while Britain seeks to rule the waves, 
and while Germany. France, and 
Russia seek to rule the land, and in 
fact while the flag is a commercial 
asset, even the faintest hope of Peace 
is illusory.”

" Our civilisation is like that of all 
ancient Empires—the little pinnacle 
on the top, and the tottering founda- 
tions below. Women must make 
the building solid . . . In England 
we must free the land and control the 
means of life so that the workers 
enjoy what they produce; we must 
abolish child labour and open schools 
and universities to the people.”

As a kind of first step towards 
“making” the building solid, not 
only for England, but for all involved 
in this nightmare of bloodshed, the 
terms of Peace adopted by the Inter- 
national Congress at the Hague are 
appended. To these the author adds 
many pertinent suggestions, such as : 
—" Tropical countries, inhabited by 
primitive and savage peoples, should 
be managed by an international com- 
mission, on which must be appointed, 
not tradesmen, nor soldiers, but men 
and women who are authorities upon 
and have studied the conditions and 
character of the people at first hand."

An international federation of work- 
ers, both men and women, to agree 
upon wages, to do away with the exist- 
ing competition. The remodelling of 
our social life, that we may produce 
not for profit, but for use. Education, 
for the rich, to awaken in them a sense 
of shame for leading a parasite life on 
dividends earned by their fellow- 
creatures; education for workers, to 
teach them that the very best that 
civilised man can produce is their 
natural heritage and that of their 
children.

“ Put up the Sword ” is an impartial, ( 
if not always absolutely exact, expo- 
sition of the existing state of things, 
showing an intimate knowledge of 
human suffering, coupled with a keen 
sense of the hypocrisy of our would- 
be saviours. Examples proving the 
instability of Governmental alliances 
and opinions are well chosen and put 
in an interesting and readable form.

_______________M.O’C.

"RESIST NOT EVIL.”
AtMonmouthshire Assizes recently, 

a labourer, 50 years of age, called 
John Bennetts Bailey, was charged 
under the Defence of the Realm Act, 
with having written certain docu- 
ments, one of which was seen by a 
man who looked over his shoulder 
whilst he was writing in anAbertillery 
lodging house.

The prisoner was a student of Tol- 
stoi. He had worked in America and 
some of the documents complained of 
were written there before the War, 
as long ago as 1909. One document 
was based on a published article by 
Keir Hardie and another was the 
result of a dream, it was not intended 
for publication and was found in the 
prisoner's pocket.

Judge Bailhache sentenced the 
man to three months imprisonment 
and said if the prosecution had charged 
the prisoner with the graver offence 
of having written with the intention 
of doing harm, the matter would 
have been serious, for the maximum 
penalty would have been death.

A few years, ago we should have 
thought it impossible that cases of 
this kind could ever occur again in 
Great Britain. • It was for opinions 
such as those of John Bennetts 
Bailey, that Christ was crucified.

An article in the Daily Chronicle contains 
an extraordinary description of the housing 
in Tyneside towns. It states that in one 
house two men are sleeping in the same bed 
and for that are paying 18s. a week each to 
their landlady. As soon as this bed is vaca- 
ted it is occupied by two other men coming 
in from the night shift.

If this is true, where are the Sanitary 
Authorities, and when will the Ministry of 
Munitions take the action it has talked so 
much about ?

MARKET VALUE!
Mr. Runciman has promised to re- 

ceive a deputation of the Railway 
Clerks’ Association to inquire into 
the grievances which have arisen from 
the substitution of women for men.

At the end of October there were 
1,224 women employed on the Great 
Central Railway, 760 of whom were 
doing office work. A woman super- 
visor of the line has been appointed 
to whom complaints can be made. 
The women are paid a slightly lower 
salary than the men they replace, and 
are not given any war bonus, which 
makes the reduction greater.

Six women graduates of the London 
University are on the clerical staff of 
the Great Western Railway at Pad- 
dington.

Are the University trained women 
also paid lower salaries than the 

I Board School educated men whom 
I they replace ? If so, what is the 
market value of a University degree ?

Some men of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, according to Mr. 
Jowett, are required to do charing as 
part of their work. Their civil posts 
are taken by women, and Mr. Jowett 
seemed to think that women should 
do the charing!

I Perhaps, now that an R.A.M.C. 
1 man does charing, its status will be 
raised !

A West Ham glass manufacturer 
was recently summoned by one of 
the women Factory Inspectors for

I employing girls between 14 and 15 
| years, for 16 hours at a stretch, and 
during the night. Every regulation

I had been broken; the girls were 
I employed on processes at which the 
law states that girls may not work,

I the girls had not been certified as 
physically fit for work by a doctor 
and no register or their names was

| kept.
The employer’s only defence was 

that the girls were employed on 
Government work. He was fined 
£5. Everyone knows that a fine of 
£5 is as nothing to the profit to be 
made by employing poor little 
sweated girls on big well-paid Gov- 
ernment contracts. No doubt the 
employer will take the risk of doing 
it again. We are always opposed to 
harsh punishments entailing long 
sentences of imprisonment. We 
consider that these merely brutalise 
and degrade, but it is obvious that 
the fair and logical way to prevent 
exploitation by employers of labour, 
is to make it too costly to break the 
law. _______ _____ _

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF RIGHTS.
Mr. Anderson stated that Private 

M' Adams, of the Poplar and Stepney 
Rifles, was arrested by the police 
on the charge of being an absentee, 
although he was attending to his 
wife, who was seriously ill. When 
M'Adams was sent back to his home 
in the East End he found his wife 
dead, gw -----

“ Can a man soldier with a wife and 
three children starving at home?” 
asked Samuel Brook a gunner in the 
Royal Garrison Artillery, when he 
was charged as an absentee at Mary- 
lebone Police Court. He explained 
that he had gone home because his 
wife’s allowance had been stopped 
without cause, and she and the 
children had neither food nor fire. 
Brooks was handed over to the mili­
tary escort and taken back a prisoner 
to his regiment.

Mrs. Brooks should join the League 
of Rights for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Wives and Relatives.
For information about the LEAGUE or RicITS send to 

the League Secretary, 400 Old Ford Road, Bow, E.

FOR WORKING WOMEN.
The.Joint Committee of the University of 

London for the Promotion of the Higher 
Education of Working People is anxious to 
arrange additional University classes for 
working women, and to receive suggestions 
as to where these should be held, and what 
subjects should be taken. It is suggested 
that the classes should be on Saturday after, 
noons; subjects may be Literature, History 
(English, Economic, or European), Soci- 
ology. Astronomy, or another branch of 
science, or whatever subject might be 
decided on by the students.

The classes would be held weekly for ten 
or twelve weeks in some convenient place ; 
the fee would be quite nominal, so as not to 
exclude the poorest.

We should be glad to hear from any of 
our readers who would like to join such 
classes in the new year.

THE “POUND OF FLESH.”
Miss K. A. Raleigh was fined £3 

and 31s. costs at Stratford-on-Avon, 
for refusing to fill up completely the 
National Register Forms. She had 
stated that she was of full age, in- 
stead of giving her exact age, and in 
reply to the question as to whether 
any persons were partially dependent 
on her, she had replied " M.P.s "

In regard to Government work she 
had answered:—

" (1) I do not think it right to undertake 
any Government work unless I have a guar-, 
antee that I shall be paid the standard rate 
of wages hitherto paid for the kind of work 
that I am asked to undertake, with the in- 
crease of any war bonusor increase of wages, 
that may be granted owing to the war, and 
that if the work is unskilled and the wages 
hitherto paid for it have been low, I shall 
not be engaged to do it ata lower wage than 
7d. an hour. I consider that women's, 
labour should be safeguarded by the posses, 
sion of the Parliamentary Vote. (2) Provided 
also that I am to be employed directly by 
the Government and not by a contractor or 
sub-contrac tor. ’ *

When Miss Raleigh returned to- 
Uxbridge the authorities again tried 
to induce her to fill up the form as- 
they thought fit, without success.

On behalf of the Urban District 
Council, Mr. Harvey appeared to J 
prosecute her in the Uxbridge Petty " ' 
Sessions, but the Chairman of the 
Bench decided that he had not 
proved that he was the proper person 
to prosecute, and the case was dis- 
missed. _

THE “TREASURE.”
We have received a document,, 

entitled “ Manifesto of Protest,” 
issued by Mr. Ben Tillet, of the 
Dock Workers Executive, protesting, 
against the new regulations of the 
Central Control Committee on the 
Liquor Traffic, which he declares to 
be “a dangerous and bureaucratic 
imposition upon the workers in par- 
ticular and the people in general.” 
He declares that “already the policy 
of libeling the workers and distorting, 
small faults into vices has aroused the 
keenest resentment.”

So far we agree with Mr. Tillet.
It certainly seems to us an imper- 1 
tinence that the Government should " 
place restrictions on other people 
which are not extended to the House 
of Commons, and, of course, we 
know that none of the Control 
Board’s regulations will affect the I 
rich man in the least. Moreover, we 
believe that it is not coercion that I 
will cure intemperance, but better 
social conditions.

Nevertheless, we must ask how it 
is that the voice of Mr. Tillet was not I 
heard protesting against the bureau­
cratic and coercive powers of the 
Munitions Act, which has dealt a 
most formidable blow at the power 
of Trade Unions, and has interfered 
far more dangerously with the lives- I 
and liberties of the workers than 
any mere restriction of facilities for I 
drinking can do.

Women have been brought in at 
sweated wages to replace men; food 
and fuel prices have been raised with. I 
impunity; rents have gone up, and I 
families have been evicted—but only 
when the drink is touched, does Mr. 
Ben Tillet’s protest reach the public 
ear. Christ said in the sermon on 
the Mount: "Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also."

CHRISTMAS EVE.
To MAN THE comfortable.

Hark, O, Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born heavenly King! 
Come near the fire and closer draw

the ring.
Lest we may see the grey of human 

ways
About us : children’s voices sing the 

praise
Of Him who was the hope of mortal 

days ;
Peace comes to-night ; while out in I 

the cold street
Men starve and drag along slow weary 

feet.
Soul, oh Man, and body hast thou sold 
Of some, thy brethren from the bed of

Wrong,
And doomed the rest, through bitter 

greed of gold,
Stout sinew and strong life, to bend 

and plod
In dull mechanic toil, oh. Century-long. 
Abomination in the face of God I

ERIC CHAPPELOW.

MEETINGS LIST.
Friday, Dec. t7th.

Grundy Street, 11 a.m., Mrs. Drake, 
Miss Manicom.

poster Parade, 11.30 a.m., 5 Duke 
Street, Strand, W.C.

Poplar Women’s Hall, 3 p.m., Miss 
Lynch, Mrs. Drake.

Bow Women’s Hall, 7.30 p,m.. Inter- 
national Mediation Debate.

Saturday, Dec. 18 th.
Poster Parade, 3 p.m., 5 Duke St., 

Strand, W.C.
Well Street and Morning Lane, 3.30 

p.m., Mr. Mackinlay, Miss Beamish 
Nursery Children’s Party, 438 Old 

Ford Rd., 3 to 6 p.m.
Christmas Dinner Party, 7.30 p.m., 

400 Old Ford Rd.
Sunday, Dec. 19 th.

Hyde Park, 3 p.m., Mrs. Leigh Roth- 
well, Mrs. Drake.

Poplar Women’s Hall, 7.30 p.m., Mrs. 
Walshe, Mr. Sorensen. Chair: 
Mrs. Drake.

“Whitehouse,” 11.30 a.m., Miss Mani- 
com, Mrs. Boyce.
Monday, Dec. 20th.

Bow Women’s Hall, 8 p.m., General 
Meeting.

Custom House, 4.30 p.m., Miss Mani- 
com, Miss Beamish.

Follett St., 6 p.m., Mrs. Bouvier, Mrs.
Drake.
Tuesday. Dec. 21st.

Rubber Factor, Hackney Wick, 1.30
p.m.,Miss Manicom,Mrs. Holloway

Bow Women’s Hall, 3 p.m., Mrs. 
McLeod, Miss Lynch.

175 Dalston Lane, 3 p.m., Mrs. 
Bouvier, Miss Beamish.

Poplar Women’s Hall, 8 p.m., Mr. 
Godbold, Mrs. Drake.
Wednesday, Dec. 22nd.

53 St. Leonard St., 3.30 p.m., Mrs. 
Bouvier.

Chrisp St., 6 p.m., Mr. Mackinlay, 
Miss Manicom.

Thursday, Dec. 23rd.
55 Fife Road, 3 p.m., Mrs. Parsons.
175 Dalston Lane, 8 p.m., Miss 

Beamish,

SUFFRAGE CLUBS. Poplar, 20 
Railway St., 8 to 10p.m., Wednes­
days.

Bow, 400 Old Ford Road, Mondays 
and Fridays 8 to 10. p.m.

To reach Old Ford Road take an 
Old Ford ‘bus (No. 8), which goes 
via the Marble Arch, Oxford St., 
the Bank and Liverpool St., or 
book to Old Ford Station on the 
North London Railway.

THE WOMAN’S DREADNOUGHT.
We publish below a list of regular Street 

DREADOUGHT Pitches, where we shall be 
very grateful for the help of more sellers and 
buyers. The name of a newsagent near is 
given where the paper can always be ob- 
tained, should a seller not be present at the 
pitch.

Daily.
Tottenham Court Road, 11.30 to 1.30— 

" Horseshoe” News Stand.
Mudie’s Library— 3 to 5—Parlons, 4 Museum 

Street.
Liverpool Street—Metropolitan Arcade exit, 

5 to 7.
WEEKLY.

Monday—Bank, 12 to 2. Kingsway (Holborn 
end, near Tube entrance) 4.30 to 6.30— 
Blind Man’s News Stand, Kingsway.

Tuesday—Gray’s Inn Road (Chancery Lane 
end) 4.30 to 6.30—J. Bull, Gray’s Inn Road. 

Friday—Piccadilly Circus (outside D. H. 
Evans) 2.30 to 4.30. Outside Arcade 
Street Station, 3 to 4.30. ,

Saturday ~ Hol born Town Hall, 1 1.30 to 1.30 
—Rose, Clerkenwell ’ Road. H ighbury 
Station, 3 to 5-Fleet, 109 Upper Street. 
The DREADNOUGHT was sold outside the 

Central Hall,; Westminster, to the delegates 
attending the great Conference there.

They were very much interested in our 
paper, which has, by now, probably travelled 
with them to almost every working centre of 
Great Britain, as the various accents heard 
indicated that few of the Northern and 
Western provinces were unrepresented.

The name “Dreadnought” was heard 
-everywhere at the luncheon interval, and 
one delegate after buying a paper, mounted 
the steps and advertised it in powerful tones 
which our sellers opposite were forced to 
envy! 1
The DREADNOUGHT is on sale at:— 

Mrs. CARR, Newport Street, Bolton. 
Mr. ■ BARLOW, Knowsley Street, Bolton. 
Mr. HOLT, Bradshawgate, Bolton, aua 
Mr. WATSON, Bradshawgate, Bolton.
———, Bath Street, Bolton.

SUFFRAGISTS
BUY ALL YOUR LITERATURE FROM

THE INTERNATIONAL SUFFRAGE SHOP 
5 DUKE ST., CHARING CROSS.

Feminist and General Booksellers, Xmas Cards, 
Books and E.L..F.S. Toys.

ALL SUFFRAGE NEWSPAPERS.

MOTHERS AND BABIES.
The calls on our four mother and 

baby centres, for milk, eggs, medicines, 
and doctoring and nursing care, are 
still very urgent. Will you help by 
sending us some money for this work?

Will you send us new laid eggs, 
arrowroot, barley, glaxo or virol ?

We want:—'For baby, four gowns, four 
barrows, two flannel bands, twelve napkins, 
three vests, and a cot blanket; for mother, 
two nightgowns, woollen shawl, three 
towels, two sheets, and a pair of pillow cases.

Mothers and Children should 
make a point of attending the 
weekly consultations with nurse 
and doctor at :—
400 Old Ford Rd., Bow, Mondays 
2.30 p.m.; 20 Railway St., Poplar, Tues- 
days 3 p.m.; 53 St. Leonard’s St., 
Wednesdays 4.15 p.m.; 55 Fife Rd., 
Canning Town, Mondays, 2 to 4 p.m. 

The Nursery at 438 Old Ford Road, Bow. 
will close on Dec. 24th, and reopen Wednesday 
morning, Dec. 29th.

OFFICERS AND SOME OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE E.L.F.S.

SUNDAY MEETINGS,
December 19th.

HYDE PARK, 3 p.m.
Mrs. Leigh Rothwell and Mrs. Drake.

POPLAR WOMEN'S HALL, 
20 Railway Street, 7.30 p.m.

Mrs. Walshe. - Mr. Sorensen.
Chair — Mrs. Drake.

EAST LONDON FEDERATION 
OF THE SUFFRAGETTES.

(p IEAC . To secure the Parliamentary Vote 
-PO-U- • for every Woman over 21, and to 
promote the Social and Industrial Welfare of Women. 
Entrance Fee...Id. Subscription...Id. a Month

I wish to join the EAST LONDON
Federation of the Suffragettes.
N ame...................... ....................

Address........................................
I enclose I'd. to cover Membership Fee 

and postage.

E.L.F.S. GENERAL MEET- 
ING, Monday, December 20th, 
at 400 Old Ford Road, 8 p.m.

Business : 
Arrangements for our Annual 

Conference.
The Votes for Women Situa- 

tion; Political Campaign in 
the New Year.

Members are asked to pay up their 
Subscriptions before the end of the year.

CHILDREN'S PARTIES.
BOW BATHS HALL,

Thursday, January 6th, 4 to 7 p.m.
POPLAR TOWN HALL,

Saturday, January 22nd, 4 to 7 p.m.
CANNING TOWN,

Arrangements announced later.

Boys and girls who have many 
toys given to them at Christmas 
should send some of them to Nurse 
Hebbes, at 438 Old Ford Road, Bow, 
for the East End Children.

BRANCH REPORTS.
BOW.

400 OLD FORD ROAD. 
Secretary: MIss LYNCH.

At last Tuesday's meeting two members 
volunteered to canvas ten other members 
regularly for monthly subscriptions, and to 
keep them in touch with the movement. 
This is a most useful offer, as some mem- 
bers cannot attend the meetings every week. 
We should gratefully receive other such 
offers. The Tuesday meetings are being 
much better attended. Miss Mary Carr 
helped with Paper sellingagain this Sunday. 

Members are asked to help. to make the 
International Debate on Friday a great 
success. Also remember the Dinner on 
Saturday, and be ready to help to make a 
record sale of our Special Christmas Number 
of the Dreadnought.

Dreadnoughts sold week ending Dec. 
1 1th—805. Miss Lynch 2 1 7, Miss O’Brien 
200, Mrs. Holloway 133, Miss Smyth 98, 
Mrs. Payne 37, Mrs. Greer 34, Mrs. Farrall 
28, Miss Bennett 29, Miss Mackay 21. 
Bromley—per Mrs. Payne 100.

POPLAR.
THE WOMEN'S HALL, 20 RAILWAY Sr. 

Secretary: MRS. DRAKE.
Mr. Godbold on Sunday evening and Miss 

Smyth on Tuesday evening made very in- 
teresting speeches. Open-air meeting in 
Chrisp St. on Wednesday, and on Friday 
mid-day, when 34 Papers were sold.

The Poplar members' contributions to the 
" Pound Day" amounted to 10s. Members 
are thanked for their help in delivering 
letters and contribution cards. If any 
members have been overlooked, or have not 
received a letter, they should call in at the 
office, so that all subscriptions will be 
brought up-to-date by the end of the 
year. Some have moved and we have 
not their new addresses. Mr. Edy, Mr. 
Retzlaff, Mr. Lagsding, and Mr. Aldridge 
have been working very hard all this week 
with the white-washing and paper-hanging 
of this Hall, and are heartily thanked. We 
shall still be pleased to receive donations 
towards the expense of the materials. The 
time is also drawing nearer for our Children’s 
Party. Wehave received promises of support 
for this, and will welcome more.

Dreadnoughts sold week ending Dec. 1 1th 
—223.. Miss Manicom 60, Mrs. Shlette 
51, Miss K. Lagsding 33. Collections— 
Miss E. Lagsding & Miss Morley 18s. 1 1d., 
Mrs. Drake 9s. 2d., Miss Manicom 7s. 4d.

Please remember our next Sunday meet- - 
ing, Mrs. Walshe and Mr. Sorensen will be 
our speakers ; also the International Debate 
on Friday, Dec. 17th, the Christmas Dinner 
on Dec. 18th, and the E.L.F.S. New Year's 
Party. Mrs. Drake wishes to thank most 
sincerely those members who sent the cross 
of flowers for her father.

SOUTH WEST HAM.
Centre for Tidal Basin: 55 FIFE ROAD.

Hon. Sec.—MRS. DAISY PARSONS,
94 Ravenscroft Road.

All members are thanked who helped to 
make our Social such a success. Mr. Stone, 
of Bow, is thanked for donation to Milk 
Fund. Members must please pay up all 
subscriptions before the end of the month, 
in order to start the new year. Don't forget, 
there will be no meeting next Thursday. 

Dreadnoughts sold— 73. Mrs. Millo 28, 
Mrs. Bird 28, Miss Beamish 17.

HACKNEY. 
Offices: 175 DALSTON LANE 

(Facing Hackney Downs Station).
Papers can be obtained at this address at any time.

Mrs. Bouvier addressed a very interested 
meeting at Morning Lane on Saturday morn- 
ing—21 Papers were sold. Miss Sands is 
thanked for supporting speaker. She is also 
thanked for selling Christmas Dinner tickets. 

Let us make the sale of the Christmas 
Number of the Dreadnought a record one— 
it can always be fetched from the office. 
Members should all try to sell some.

Members and friends should all make a 
point of coming to the New Year's Party at 
Bow Baths, on Jan. 8th. Tickets are on 
sale, price 3d.

Dreadnought sales—92. Miss Beamish 
67, Miss Sands 17, General Sales 8.

OTHER SOCIETIES.
NORTH LONDON M.P.U. 

Hon. Sec. : MR. H. G. EVERETT, 
c/o Mr. Innes, 31 Balmes Road, Southgate Road.
Members are urged to support our Finsbury 

Park Meeting next Sunday, 3 p.m. Speaker, 
Mr. Todd. We are glad to have enrolled 
a new member, Mr. Wilson.

All the E.L.F.S. Members will wish 
to tender their very deep sympathy to 
Mrs. Drake, in the loss of her father, 
who died on December 12th, after a 
few days' illness.

E.L.F.S. members will also regret 
to learn of the death of Miss Mary 
Phillips’father, Dr. Phillips, who, all 
his life, was a most ardent supporter 
of our cause. We all tender Miss 
Phillips our very great sympathy in 
her bereavement which is all the 
harder for her to bear because she 
is an only child, and lost her mother 
also, but little more than a year ago.

Phillips.—On December 14th, at a
Nursing Home, William Phillips, 
M.B.C.M., aged 72.
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THE VINEYARD. By GLADYS MENDL.
shadows came a stillness that was 
strange, and an expectant feeling as 
of an unknown happening which 
might at any moment start from the 
crevices of the mountain tops and 
find its being. The air grew hotter 
every minute now instead of cooler. 
There could'be no doubt of it. One 
old man, looking up from his work to 
the flaming blue sky with the sun—a 
vivid ball of fire pouring down relent- 
less heat—and those bald, sharply- 
defined mountains seeming so un- 
usually near to-day, muttered a prayer 
to the holiest of his holy saints and 
crossed himself.

Suddenly then a new note broke 
through the stillness. Several of the 
workers looked up swiftly. The 
sound drew their glance upwards to 
the ledge of an isolated little terrace 
which jutted out above. A young 

I man stood, there. . His back was 
turned to the vineyard and the valley 
that stretched away from it. He 
faced the mountains and the space of 
sky already tremulously tinged with 
golden thoughts of sunset./ So the 
Giovenotto was back at work again I 
His hat lay thrown on the ground । 
beside him, and he stood enwrapped 
from shoulder to heel in such a great 
loose overall as Italian workmen wear. 
Scarcely a day had passed these many 
weeks but he had appeared on his l 
rocky perch above the vineyard and I 
cheered the toilers with his frequent 
snatches of whistled melody.

It was obvious he had no thought 
for the musicthat he made. His eyes 
were bright with the keenness of con­
centration, and his hands flew hither 
and hither putting finishing touches 
to the statue before him. It was a | 
beautiful thing, this effigy of Pan, 
and by far the best work that he 
had ever done. He recognised this, I

It was late afternoon. All day long 
the October sun had been beating 
down in fierce rays upon the old 
Italian vineyard, filling the air with a 
dazzling glare, and calling forth a 
responsive heat from the baked, 
cracked earth between the vines, a

It had been even a more exhausting 
day than usual for those employed by 
the rich “ Padrone” to work amongst 
his fruit, and they longed for the 
coming of night which would ease 
them of their toil. It often seemed 
to them, indeed, as if the rich 
" Padrone " was more concerned with 
the well-being of his vines than with 
the prosperity of any of the human 
beings whom he employed to culti­
vate them. It was, after all, of small 
importance in his eyes that the 
peasants’ backs grew bent to break- 
ing with their labours—of still less 
account that Paolo or Carlo was ill 
housed, under-clad, and starving 
even. So long as the berry of the 
vine bloomed rich and plentiful he 
would drink fine wine in every 
season, and sell it too, gathering gold 
and more gold about him.

Assuredly the afternoon was sultry, j 
Time crawled. The workers in the 
vineyard toiled on patiently, only 
casting a glance at the sky from time 
to time, as if to implore the sun to 
make his way faster on his downward I 
road. There seemed no relief. Even 
the fitful breeze was dead which, 
earlier in the day, had lifted the 
smaller leaves and curling tips of the 
tendrils. Everything was quiet but 
for the buzzing of a stray insect or 
the rarer tinkle of a cow-bell from 
some distant pasture land.

One did not usually notice these 
notes of sound or silence down there 
in the vineyard ; but with the almost 
imperceptible lengthening of to-day's |

in vain. His throat was dry, his 
tongue swollen; he could only wait. 
And for what ? Holy Mother of God, 
—for what ? He did not know. Only 
a grisly instinct told him ....

At last it came with a dull roar. 
The mountains, with their cruel out- 
lines, staggered before his eyes. The 
landscape and the sky grew one, and 
lurid in hue. Sounds of slipping 
earth and crumbling terraces came 
from all sides. The ground swung 
like a pendulum beneath his feet.

Shrieks and sobs arose from the 
vineyard. The young man fell upon 
his knees mad with the terror of it 
all. The thought of his statue forced 
itself suddenly upon his memory, 
His laughing Pan, child of his brain, 
fruit of his loving labours! Where 
was it? It would fall and it would 
break. The work of his life would be 
shattered. With an effort he regained 
his feet. He saw it there upon its 
pedestal before him, safe but totter- 
ing. With one bound he was beside 
it. Again the earth heaved beneath 
him. He felt himself stagger, saw 
his statue sway. With a cry he flung 
his body towards it, and caught it as 
it fell.

When all was quiet again, late into 
the night, quite by accident they 
found him lying there. He was still 
and smiling and very white of face, 
save for the gash upon his forehead. 
Close beside him, encircled lovingly by 
his still clinging arms, was the statue.

At first the masterpiece seemed 
safe and whole. It was only when 
they freed it from his faithful hold, 
and set it once again upon its pedestal 
beneath the shadows of the moun- 
tains, that they perceived how in- 
complete it was—for Pan had lost his 
flute.

although the plan of it he had 
cherished in his mind had been un- 

। utterably finer. Still it was good 
work. At least it was sincere. He 
knew so much, and it seemed 
strangely suited to ornament this 
place that Nature had made so very 
beautiful. Once more the young man 
whistled as he worked. He was 
happy to-day, and never noticed at all 
how hot the air had grown. He was 
gladly rounding off his Pan. He 
wanted to give his little god a soul. 
He must imbue him with the essence 
of all mankind’s mischief since the 
beginning. What a mocking ex- 
pression he had I Any moment, it 
seemed, he might lift that daintily 
poised pipe and give life to the 
silvery music lingering on his lips, 
only waiting for the signal to be 
called forth and charm the world 
back to love and laughter.

I The youngman stopped for a 
second in his work, so real and pos- 
sible did the idea appear to him, so 
strongly did it hold him. He felt he 
loved the creature he had brought 
into being more intensely than any 
human thing. Very gradually he be- 
came conscious of all the workers in 
the vineyard below. He put down his 
implements, and looked and listened. 
They, too, were listening and waiting. 
The young man asked himself for 
what they could be waiting. He felt 
it was something bound to come; that

| it was coming soon. He trembled. 
Beads of sweat broke out upon his 
forehead. With a suddenly revealed । 
vision of waiting and inexorable 
nature, an awful terror assailed him. 
The voice of an old woman, raised in 
a nasal monotone, pierced the still- 
ness and came up to him. She was 
praying. Fevered, he tried to join 
his voice to her supplications. It was I

I do not think there has been I 
“ hatred " in the past towards anti- 

।Suffragists. Our feelings have chiefly | 
been pity and sorrow for their blind- | 
ness; but, alas! there has been 
" bitterness” not only towards Andis, 
but even towards those who are I 
working for the same cause, though | 
on different lines. All this must be I 
a thing of the past—" hushed be । 
every thought that springs from out i 
the bitterness of things ”—if we are | 
to help, and not hinder, the great task 
which lies before us.

Our work is to rouse all women to 
their responsibility, for the future of | 
the race and the peace of the world I 
depend upon the woman’s voice j 
being heard in the government of all । 
nations.

Have courage, the day of miracles j 
has not passed! I have just been 
reading of a miracle in a French 
trench. The Germans had battered 
it with artillery fife, and then swarmed 
into it. The defenders, few in num- 
ber, did not surrender, but fell dead I 

I and wounded to the last man. The 
Germans were just about to rejoice in 
what they considered their triumphant 
victory when a white faced French- । 
man rose up and shouted, " Debout 
les mort” (" Up with you, dead 
men"), and from the heap of blood- 
stained men ghastly figure after 
ghastly figure arose, and with super- 
human strength drove the enemy out 
of their trench.

Remember this wonderful story ; 
and, laying aside all bitterness, let us 
shout aloud to the dead women of 
every country, “ Rise up, dead women, 
and live. Realise your responsibility 
and power I"

By our example of self-sacrifice we 
! must and shall win them until the 
miracle happens, and the dry bones 

, live and stand together an exceeding I 
great and irresistible army. And then 
the day will dawn when women will I 
have won justice and freedom, and 
over the pure white earth the Xmas 
bells will "ring out the thousand wars 
of old, ring in the thousand years of 

. peace," and Love and Progress will 
kiss each other.

We all need Faith and Hope for 
this great and glorious work; but, re- 
membering Edith Cavell, we know it 
is " Charity, which suffereth long and 
is kind; Charity,which thinketh no 
evil; Charity, which seeketh not her 
own,” which we need most.

"PATRIOTISM IS NOT ENOUGH.”
BY EDITH R. MANSELL-MOULLIN.

Never, perhaps, in the history of the 
world has the Christmas message been 
more needed than to-day. Hearts are 
growing faint, eyes are growing dim 
with watching for the Prince of Peace 
holding aloft the olive branch, ears 
are straining to hear the angels’ song 
of “ Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”

We look out over the fields of 
Europe, and, instead of finding them 
wrapped in their wintry swaddling 
clothes of pure white, we see them 
everywhere stained with blood.

The bells are ringing not for Peace! 
Peace 1 but for War 1 War 1 red War ! 
—the slaughter of brother by brother.

Wonderful, amazing has been the 
response to the call of patriotism. 
Tens of thousands have come forward 
and have died for their countries, and I 
always, others are pouring in to fill 
up the gaps. It seems as if nothing 
can stop this world-war fever, for the I 
cry of patriotism will arouse, in every j 
land, all but the most sluggish. Yet 
we feel we must fain apply to it the 
well-known lines, " O I patriotism, 
patriotism, how many crimes are 
committed in thy name! "

Is there no silver lining to the dark 
cloud which is overshadowing our 
sad world? Is there no rift through 
which the light can be discerned? 
Must we who long for peace and pro- 
gress sink into despair? No, indeed 
—for now, as in every age, a witness 
has been vouchsafed. That witness 
to-day is a woman, who has given us 
an imperishable example of how to 
tread " the great world’s altar stairs 
that slope through darkness up to 
God." The altar has claimed its 
victim, but the sacrifice is not in vain, 
for Edith Cavell has shown us not 
only how to die, but how to live. 
" -Patriotism is not enough. I must 
have no hatred or bitterness towards 
anyone." This is her counsel of per- 
fection, and her words convey the 
self-same message which was sung by 
the angels two thousand years ago— 
" Peace on earth. Goodwill to men.” 
No hatred, no bitterness ! How it 
puts to utter shame those who are 
talking of reprisals 1

Dear friends in the Woman’s Move- 
ment, we who are working for the 
greatest cause in the whole world— 
the cause of human freedom—must 
see to it that our Sister’s message 
becomes a Living Truth. It is not 
the work we do, but the spirit in 
which we dp it that counts !

THE FOOD PROBLEM.
By K. OUTHWAITE.

In these days the housekeeper of an 
average-sized family on an. average 
income, finds the great rise in the 
prices of food and everything neces- 
sary for the upkeep of a home, very 
worrying and difficult to meet. In- 
deed high prices mean semi-starva- 
tion, either to the mother of the 
family, or to the children, or both, 
with a consequent immensedeteriora- 
tion to the race in the near future.

To me, as a woman, it seems almost 
inconceivable that men, in whose 
hands lies the destiny of the nation, 
could have found it in their hearts to 
increase the price of the necessities 
of existence in order to pay the bill 
for the killing of strong young men.

What a topsy-turvy world we live 
in! But this has become the age of 
" impossible ” things. Who, outside 
a lunatic asylum, a little while ago, 
would have dreamed it possible to go 
on spending £5,000,000 a day for an 
unlimited period in destroying all 
that centuries of toil and human 
knowledge have built up in the fore- 
most continent of the globe ? The 
very foundations of life are being 
shaken by the mighty conflict, and 
this is first felt in the material 
condition of the home.

A practical woman asks herself the 
question, how is this to be stopped, 
is it possible to check the disaster ?

To the comforting of one’s mind, 
there is a potent means provided in 
the opening up of the land for the 
production of food and of other raw 
materials.

The anomaly of importing vast 
supplies into this country, at great 
expense, in time of war, with thou­
sands and thousands of fertile acres 
lying untilled, or only partially used, 
at our very doors, is something which 
lays a nation open to the charge of 
the grossest inefficiency.

In times of peace the evil was not 
so patent, because, as a manufactur­
ing people, enjoying Free Trade, we 
were able to pay for food imports by 
the goods bought from us by other 
countries. But in time of war our 
factories are kept busy supplying us 
and our Allies with munitions of war, 
clothing for the troops, and so on.

Our next issue will appear January 1st, 1916

I Consequently we are not now making 
goods with which to pay for the food 
supplies we are buying from America 
in particular. In fact we are running 

| heavily into debt. That debt is being 
piled up day by day and will have to 
be paid back sometime by further 
taxation. Is that taxation to fall 
again on the necessities of life?

Germany, in consequence of the 
blockade by our navy, which cuts her 
off from the rest of the world to a 
very great extent, is learning a use- 
Rd lesson,— namely to make the best 
use of the land within her own 
borders. Even the poorest land, 
one hears, is being planted with 
potatoes.

Our Government is in need of 
money and is racking its brains for 

| some new source of revenue. Here 
I is one under its very eyes. A tax on 
the site value of the land in the 
Commonwealth of Australia, in the 
Dominions of New Zealand and 

I Canada, has had the effect of bring- 
ing in large sums to the respective 
Treasuries, and at the same time of 
forcing land into its best use, there- 

I by making production and employ- 
ment go hand in hand.

The benefits of this tax are so ob- 
vious, that one can only be driven to 
the conclusion that a Cabinet com- 
posed of rich men, landowners them- 
selves, or closely connected with 

| great landowners, regard the land of 
Great Britain as sacrosanct, and are 
prepared, rather than lay hands upon 
it, to sacrifice the poor and the great 
majority of the people, by taxing 
their food and making life of no 
account.

Not only is life counted a very 
small thing upon the battlefields of 
Europe, but in the homes of the 
people of all the nations toll in the 
lives of the poor is being taken daily, 
taken to feed the Moloch of War, 
and the hardly less greedy and in- 
satiable god embodied in the power 
which, is wielded by those who 
possess that storehouse of nature, 
that giver of all that is needed for 
the wants of man—the land.

" If you are going to out-Prussianise the 
Prussians, out-Prussianise them in efficiency 
and not in tyranny.”—Mr. Pringle, M.P., 
House of Commons, November IIth.

Printed by E. H. WILLIAMS (Regd. T.U.), 232 Devons Road, Bow, E., and Published by the East London Federation of the Suffragettes, at their Offices, 400 Old Ford Road, Bow, E.


