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One PENNY.

WE’RE ALL LOCKED OUT! REPRESENTATIVE MEN 

AN D WE’VE GOT NO WORK TO DO.

THE POLITICAL LOCK-OUT.
Mr. Asquith (29th July, 1910). I do not think anyone has reason to look back 

with regret at the way in which the time of the House has been spent.
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The News of the Week.
The Official Reports.

Again we would recommend our readers to get the 
official report of the debate which took plape in the House 
of Commons on Friday, 29th. It can be obtained direct 
from Messrs. Wyman, 109, Fetter Lane, Fleet Street, 
E.C. (price 3d., and 1}d. postage), or through a book- 
seller. The speeches of Lord Hugh Cecil and Mr. Snow
den are well worth reading in extenso.

Our "Democratic" Government.
Mr. Arthur Chamberlain, speaking on the Veto Con- 

ference at Moor Green Hall, on the 25th, had some search
ing criticisms to make of the extremely " undemocratic ’ ’ 
methods of the present Government, He said:—" We 
don’t want what superior persons may say is the best of 
the country. We want what the people say is best for the 
country, and now in the year 1910 we find out that all 
these elections, all these appeals to the people are quite 
unnecessary, the House of Commons is not wanted, the 
House of Lords is not wanted, the King is not wanted, 
the people are not wanted. All that you want are eight 
self-elected men who will decide for you what is best. Is 
it any wonder that while these things are going on we 
lose a little interest in politics? Was it for this that at 
the last election some of us spent money, some of us risked 
our wealth, some of us lost our friends, many of us lost our 
places, and perhaps for the time our livelihood? Was it 
to bring eight worthy gentlemen together in a small 
room behind the Speaker’s chair that we did all that? 
And yet ve submit to it. We sit down under it, and no 
one says anything. What are our members for? Trouble 
no more about the fifty millions of our population; think 
only of those eight superior people who, without con
sulting us, can settle what shall be done in these matters! 
I venture to give a warning to our leaders. The strength 
of a political party is in the people, and the danger to a 
political party is in its leaders. If there be anything 
that can interfere with the great possibilities for good 
offered by the position and power of the Liberal party, it 
will be just this one thing, that our great leader thinks 
too little of the people and too much of himself.”

Every word of this applies as well to the women’s ques- 
tion as to the Veto question. We wonder how long it 
will be before the male electors awake to the knowledge 
that those leaders who talk most about " Democracy ” 
are those who have in truth no respect whatever for 
representative government.

The Only Live Issue.
A still more melancholy cry goes up from the “ Daily 

News " “We are bound,” says a leader on the 30th, 
“ to do nothing else until the Veto has been destroyed, 
and we cannot talk about anything else so long as the 
Conference persists. The party is mute and paralysed, 
and the paralysis threatens to become chronic. The 
summer campaign and the autumn campaign are vanish
ing with the spring campaign.” In fact there is no really 
live issue but the issue of Votes for Women.

A Terrible Risk.
A correspondent points out that Lord Cromer in form

ing a League in which men and women will be “ equally 
represented,”' is going even further than the Suffragists. 
“ But perhaps, ” she adds, " it is only those women who 
agree with Lord Cromer politically who are to be equally 
represented ? The rest are to retire to the sphere of their 
homes, and have no representation at all ? So long as 
women hold the same views that Lord Cromer does, their 
views on political matters are very urgent, and must be 
equally represented in his League. ' Is this fair play ? 
Is this justice! Is this a sample of democratic govern- 
ment?" It is perhaps too much to expect Lord Cromer 
to have much respect for democratic government; cer
tainly no one need accuse Lord Curzon of any such 
respect. But there is another dilemma, pointed out in 
a letter to the " Manchester Guardian ’ ’ by Miss 
Eckhard. She writes:-—“ I should like to ask the Anti- 
Suffragists what they will do if a majority of women 
in their League wish to take a certain course of action.

while a majority of men, in whom the physical force and 
therefore the ultimate power rests, desire an opposite 
course. Shall we then be confronted with the horrible 
spectacle of anti-Suffrage men and anti-Suffrage women 
arrayed in hostility against one another? This is one 
of the terrible contingencies which we are told will be 
made possible by Women’s Suffrage; it is therefore with 
surprise that we find that Anti-Suffragists also, for the 
sake of fair play in their own society, are willing to face 
the risk.”

Wesleyan Women.
At the Wesleyan Conference on the 18th it was decided 

by 179 votes to 153 that women should be eligible for 
election to the Conference. Twenty-four of the synods had 
approved, ten disapproved, and one was neutral. The 
Rev. Dinsdale T. Young opposed the motion root and 
branch “on the high grounds of chivalry.” It was, he 
said, unbiblical, unecclesiastical, unmethodistic, unseemly 
and untimely. In spite of his eloquence,however, the vote 
was favourable, and at a later sitting the question of 
women preachers was considered. On the recommenda
tion of the Committee, the Conference declared its 
opinion that cases in which it is desirable that women 
should preach were exceptional. Where, however, a 
woman possesses special gifts, and gives evidence of having 
received a divine call to the work of preaching, liberty 
should be given her for the exercise of her gifts, but 
in all such cases the preaching of women should be sub
ject to the conditions—(1) that they should not preach 
until they have obtained the approbation of the Super
intendent and Quarterly Meeting; (2) before they go 
into any other circuit and preach, they should have a 
written invitation from the Superintendent of that circuit 
and a recommendatory note from the Superintendent of 
their own circuit.

The Blessed Word “ Physiological.”
People are so apt to receive the statements of certified 

physicians with superstitious reverence, even when they 
are obviously made on quite insufficient data, and arrived 
at by totally unscientific methods, that women cannot be 
too glad that there are at last women doctors who can 
answer the men doctors from an experience of women 
even wider and more thorough than any a man doctor 
can have. Dr. Ethel Vaughan Sawyer and Dr. Agnes 
Savill have answered Dr. Leonard Williams most effec
tively in the “ Times,” and have driven that gentleman 
to that last entrenchment of the defeated,—’ ‘ I can’t 
argue with a lady.” This is, of course, literally true; he 
can’t! But what he means is that he will not, and this 
is a form of unfairness peculiar to those who know they 
have a weak case. Dr. Fremantle, at the British Medi
cal Association on Friday, was, we are glad to say, hissed 
and contradicted when he made the preposterous state
ment that Woman Suffrage “in any shape or form was 
profoundly inimical to the birth-rate.”

A correspondent suggests that the “ blessed word 
physiological ” will be a source of as much unintelligent 
comfort to the Anti-Suffragist as that other “ blessed 
word Mesopotamia ” was to the old woman in the story.

Infant Mortality.
A highly interesting report was issued on Tuesday by 

the Local Government Board Offices. We hope to refer 
to it later in more detail. Too early motherhood and in
sanitary dwellings are given as among the most operative 
causes of a high rate of infant mortality. The non- 
domestic employment of women is given as a contributory 
cause of less importance than these two, and it is pointed 
out that infant mortality is higher among the poorer 
classes, where breast feeding is more usual. The annual 
report of Dr. J. B. Wilkinson, Medical Officer for Old
ham, also shows that the death-rate among infants of 
working mothers was slightly lower than among those 
having only domestic work. In view of the repeated evi
dence that wage-earning among women is not one of the 
prime causes of infant mortality, is it not time that our 
legislators set themselves to tackle the prime causes before 
interfering with women’s liberty to earn? Vice, bad 
drainage, overcrowding, and starvation are prime causes, 
and should all be dealt with first,
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The Present Position of the 
Suffrage Bill.

By Philip Snowden, M.P.
The House of Commons has dispersed for the summer 

recess. The Suffrage Bill is still on the Order Paper of 
the House. The Prime Minister has sternly refused to 
promise time in the autumn for the further stages of the 
Bill. That might be taken to indicate that the fate of 
the Bill in this session is settled. But I by no means take 
that view of the situation. Between now and the meet- 
ing of Parliament in the autumn many things may 
happen. The Prime Minister has altered his pledged 
word many a time before. It is not impossible to make 
him do so again, and upon this matter of facilities for 
the Suffrage Bill,

The Conciliation Committee has held regular meetings 
since the second reading of the Bill was carried, and has 
been doing all it could to advance its interests. The 
correspondence which Lord Lytton, the chairman of the 
Committee, has had with Mr. Asquith about further facili
ties has been published in the Press, and to that I need 
make no detailed reference. What the Prime Minister 
said in the letter of reply he repeated in the House of 
Commons later in reply to my questions and my speech 
on the motion for the adjournment. He maintains that 
he has fulfilled to the letter the, promises he gave in 

regard to the Bill, and he appears to consider himself a 
sadly ill-used person that we should worry him for some- 
thing more than he has already given.

Let uslook at the situation as it now appears. It is 
granted that the Prime Minister in his notorious reply 
on the 23rd of June said that 11 in view of the exigencies 
of other Parliamentary business, and their announced 
decision not to prosecute contentious legislation, they 
cannot afford any further facilities to the Bill this

session.” We admit he said this. But what of that? 
This declaration did not settle the fate of the Bill after 
the second reading. In the first place, the Prime Mini
ster’s conditions were not accepted by the backers of the 
Bill. We did not accept the offer of time for the second 
reading on the condition that we would not press for fur
ther facilities. In the question to which the Prime 
Minister replied we asked only for time for the second 
reading. That was done deliberately in order to leave 
us free to press later for further time. So that the friends 
of the Bill are not bound by Mr. Asquith’s reply on 
June 23rd.

Then we should consider the terms of Mr. Asquith’s 
reply. A careful reading of it will show that it was by 
no means a barring of the door. The reasons he gave for 
not promising further time were all circumstantial 
reasons. He did not refuse further facilities because he 
thought the Bill ought not to pass, nor because he 
thought the House of Commons ought not to pass the Bill, 
and he raised no objection to the limitations of the Bill. 
The only reasons Mr. Asquith gave for not permitting 
the Bill to go beyond the second reading were that the 
time of Parliament was occupied with other business, and 
the Government had announced their intention not to 
take any contentious legislation this session. Both the 
reasons are debatable, and could be shown to be 
unfounded, or at least to have no application to the 
Suffrage Bill.

The time of Parliament has not been so fully occupied 
as to have prevented a willing Government from giving 
the short time necessary for the Committee stage of this 
Bill. There is nothing at all in that reason for the Cabi- 
net’s refusal of further facilities. Neither is there any
more reason in the second excuse—namely, that the 
Government were pledged to abstain from prosecuting 
controversial legislation. That intention applied only to 
Government business, and certainly not to a private 
member’s Bill. But in regard to Government business, 
that intention has not been respected. The Government 
have prosecuted a good deal of contentious legislation this 
session. They have carried the Royal Declaration Bill, 
which, judging from the amount of correspondence it has 
brought Members of Parliament, is the most controversial 
measure introduced into the House of Commons for years. 
That Bill was hotly contested at every stage, and opposed 
by a respectable minority in every division. In the 
autumn the Shop Hours Bill is to be taken, which is any
thing but an agreed-upon Bill. But, as Lord Hugh 
Cecil pointed out in the debate last week, the Suffrage 
Bill is not a contentious measure at all in the sense that 
it divides political parties by a clear line. Therefore, 
neither of the reasons the Prime Minister gave for 
declining further facilities can be maintained, and the 
form in which they were given lacked definiteness and 
finality.

But if the Prime Minister had on the 23rd of June, 
when promising time for the second reading, made the 
most definite statement of refusal in regard to the further 
progress of the Bill, the result of the second reading 
division would have been a good reason for a reconsidera- 
tion of his decision. But in his speech in reply to me on 
Friday last he based his case mainly on the last sentence 
of his reply on the 23rd June—namely, the words, “ The 
Government recognise that the House ought to have 
opportunities, if that is their deliberate desire, for effec- • 
tively dealing with the whole question.” Let me quote 
in full the explanation of those words which the Premier 
gave last Friday. “Those are carefully chosen words,” 
he said. “ The plain meaning of them is that if it appears 
to be the deliberate desire of the House to have oppor
tunities for dealing effectively with the general question 
the Government, not in this session but in the future 
will be prepared to afford them. That, surely, is under
stood by ′ effectively dealing with the whole question.’ ”

Surely there could not be a clearer case of an attempt 
to put a strained construction upon words in order to 
justify a new. position. Nobody can honestly say the 
words bear the “plain meaning” the Prime Minister 
now attaches to them. It is difficult in any way to recon
cile them with the words in the preceding sentence of the 
answer, but the most obvious interpretation of the pro
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mise to give full opportunity for dealing with the question, 
if the House of Commons so desired, is that the Govern- 
ment would give the House of Commons the opportuni
ties when the House desired, and to deal with the whole 
question in the way the House desired.. The second read- 

division was the expression of a desire by the majority 
of the House to deal with the question on the lines of 
the Bill, and to deal with it now. The Prime Minister, 
therefore by his promise is bound to give the facilities 
the House demands, apart from the stronger right of the 
House to have these facilities whatever the Prime 
Minister had said to the contrary. - „

The present position, therefore, is that the Govern- 
ment are deliberately refusing to allow this Bill to go 
forward. They were unable to kill the Bill by argu
ment, so they are using their power over the time of 
the House to destroy it. It is worth while noting 
in the Prime Minister’s reply on June 23 there was not 
a word about the limited nature of the Bill, nor about 
the title restricting the freedom of the House. — 
that is an afterthought to excuse their hostility to Woman 
Suffrage. The Prime Minister himself has admitted 
that a Woman Suffrage measure can only be passed if 
the Government of the day leaves it an open question: 
But this is just what the present Government will not 
do. The House of Commons if left free would pass this 
Bill this session. But the Government will not allow 
the House of Commons to do that. That is the situa- 
tion. The Government is the enemy. ,, .

The Government are being encouraged in their 
opposition by a number of Liberal members who voted 
for the second reading of the Bill, The Conciliation 
Committee remains intact. Its ‘meetings have been 
better attended since the second reading than before. 
There is thorough loyalty and strong. determination , 
among its members. The developments since the second 
reading have separated the genuine and the false friends 
of the woman's cause. The women have a band of cham- 
pious in the House of Commons who may be depended 
upon to stand by them and go through with them to the 
end of this fight. But it is true that within the last three 
weeks there have been developments aimed at wrecking 
this Bill by its professed friends. What happened at 
the Liberal meeting on July 20 is now pretty well known. 
There was some plain speaking by some of the honest 
supporters of the Bill. Mr. Lloyd George had been 
invited to the meeting by that section of Liberals who 
want to kill the Bill. It was hoped that he would have 
enough influence to carry certain resolutions which were 
down on the notice convening the meeting. One of 
these resolutions stood in the name of Mr. R. D. Den- 
man, Liberal M.P. for Carlisle, who the day before had 
been at a meeting of the Conciliation Committee his 
one and only appearance at that Committee. . This resolu
tion is worth reproducing in full, because it shows the 
tactics which certain Liberals, who profess sympathy 
with the Woman Suffrage movement, are quietly 
practising to promote that cause.

Resolution by Mr. R. D. Denham.
(a) That this meeting is not prepared to press pile 

Government for further facilities for the Concilia- 
tion Bill , - -1-91

(b) That the Liberals alone (or in conjunction with 
the Labour Party) proceed to the introduction of a 
new Bill to be introduced next session.

(c) That a Cabinet Minister be invited to preside 
over a small committee to produce the Bill.

(d) That the Government be invited to promise 
that if they are still in power and the condition of 
the House of Lords controversy permits, full time 
will be given next session for the House to deal with 
this Bill, provided that a liberal contribution of 
private members' time be made for the purpose.

Notices of motion were also on the paper in the names 
of Mr. R. Harcourt, who is the Liberal Member for 
Montrose, and of Mr. W. R. Rea, of Scarborough. It 
is interesting to note that the circular is headed " Liberal 
Members in favour of Woman Suffrage.” It is no 
wonder that one well-known Radical baronet was so 
disgusted that he charged the wreckers with being 
traitors to the cause they professed to approve.

Feeling ran very high in that meeting. Mr. Lloyd 
George made desperate appeals to his friends to throw 
over the Bill. One delightful little incident happened 
“If this Bill should pass the House of Commons and 
should be thrown out by the Lords,” he said, "what 
could we say in East Fife, in Dundee, and in Carnarvon 
when asked if the House of Lords had done right in 
rejecting the Bill ? We should be obliged to say they 
had. Look how ridiculous that would make us appear 
if we were fighting the constitutional issue." He 
appealed to the meeting to postpone this question for 
two or three years until more important matters had 
been settled. The division of opinion and the feeling 
in the meeting were so acute that no resolution was 
passed, and nothing was decided as to the future course 
of action. .

I have referred to this Liberal meeting because it 
throws a light upon what is going on. This dissentient 
section of the Liberal party is not numerous. It is very 
bitter in its opposition. The loudest and most persistent . 
cheering when Mr. Asquith was refusing further 
facilities last Friday came from the Radical benches 
and from members who voted for the Bill. But if all 
these men were driven into the George-Chur chi 11 camp 
of open opponents the vote in support of the Bill would 
not be materially affected. One almost wishes that the 
pure democrats could have an opportunity of really 
testing the amount of support there is in this House of 
Commons for what they call “ a genuinely democratic 
measure.” Mr. Asquith was right when he said in the 
second reading debate that not one half those who were 
going to vote for that Bill would support a measure con- 
ferring full and universal political rights.

The situation to-day is as promising as it was when the 
division on the second reading of the Bill was announced. 
It is for the women to keep up the agitation in the 
country during the recess. The women of the Liberal 
party hold the key to the situation. If they would take 
up a firm and united attitude now, and tell the Govern- 
ment that the Bill must be passed before Christmas, it 
would be done. But whether they rise to the occasion 
or not, the enfranchisement of women is soon going to be 
an accomplished thing.

A Conspiracy.
The Bill is not dead. Remember that. ■ The Bill does 

not, and cannot, die until this session dies, and that will 
not be till the end of the autumn session.

Some good people tell us that it is in fact dead, because 
Mr. Asquith has now categorically stated (1) that he 
would not give further facilities for any Women’s Suffrage 
Bill this'session; and (2) that he would not give further 
facilities for this Bill at any time. But Mr. Asquith’s 
statements were based upon a misapprehension, and if 
that can be removed, he is bound, if he is a reasonable 
man, to alter his decision. Mr. Asquith said this could 
not be made a party question, but he recognised that the 
House ought to be left free to decide it. Now he states 
that by voting to refer the Bill to a Committee of the 
whole House, the House distinctly expressed the wish 
that the Bill should go no further. Lord Hugh Cecil, 
however, pricked that bubble. Everybody knows that 
there are many Members who hold strongly the view that 
Franchise Bills should not be sent to Grand Committee. 
Mr. Balfour holds this view, and Mr. Haldane expressly 
stated that to send the Bill to Committee of the whole 
House need not delay it. Clearly then, Mr. Asquith is 
wrong in his deduction, and a careful reading of Mr. 
Churchill's and Mr. Lloyd George’s speeches makes plain 
that at the time of the debate (whatever somersaults they 
may have turned since) they knew a favourable vote in 
the second reading meant business and not platonic 
" sympathy with the principle.” But, if Mr. Asquith 
still suffers from honest doubt, the remedy is simple. He 
has only to take the suggestion of Lord Hugh Cecil and 
ask the House to vote on the question-—facilities, or no 
facilities?

We may be sure that the Conciliation Committee and 
our friends in the House will do their utmost to press on 
the solution of this question. What can we, in the 
country, do to help ? — a =====

There are signs of something very like a sinister con: 
spiracy against Suffragists, and they must be wary lest 
they play the enemy's game. It is remarkable that the 
Home Secretary's benevolent schemes for acknowledging 
the status of political prisoners should be timed so nicely 
to take effect now, when, by the machinations of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, women have been cheated 
and humbugged. It looks remarkably as if, knowing 
the sympathy in the country and in the House for the 
women's cause, the Chancellor had hoped to detach some 
of this sympathy by goading the women into fresh out- 
breaks, and at the same time abolishing the severity of 
the punishments hitherto given them. There is little 
doubt that some of the more timid and unreasonable of 
our supporters would be alienated by fresh outbreaks, and 
we earnestly hope that no Suffragists will play Mr. Lloyd 
George's game byyielding to their very legitimate 
indignation.

What we have to do is to rouse the country in our 
support, to keep our friends in the House staunch and, 
if necessary, to strike, politically, where we can best 
damage our enemies,—not ourselves of our cause. 
Nothing, we believe, would better please Mr. George and 
his docile pupil, Mr. Churchill, than that the women 
should give Mr. Asquith an excuse for withdrawing all 
his promises. We deprecate violence and all threats of 
violence, not only because we think them wrong, but 
because we think they are playing the enemy. s game.

The game is ours, if only we hold firm. There are 
many members now thoroughly angry at the shifty ways 
of the Government. Lord Hugh's statement that the 
Government was treating the House " with outward cour- 
tesy but essential contempt ’ ’ was echoed in the hearts of 
many. Women—with the cant of "chivalry" always 
di lined in their ears—know too well the ignominy of such 
a position. We shall have such a case for the country 
and in the House as never before, if only no one spoils 
it. Women are angry, and have been angry for some 
time. At last—at long last—the men are getting angry 
too. They are beginning to understand all that the 
opposition to our movement means; they are at last recog- 
nising the " contempt ” which underlies the so-called 
“chivalry "; they are beginning to resent the playing 
fast and loose with the " will of the people ' ‘; they are 
beginning to come out of their political organisations and 
stand for fair play for the women. This is what we must 
develop®. - ■- . 5. , 2=

The National Union works through the electors, by 
interesting them and showing them the meaning of this 
movement; by getting them to put pressure on their 
Members and Candidates; and by running Independent 
Women’s Suffrage Candidates where possible. It is on 
the lines of such truly political work that success must 
come, and we must redouble our energies on these lines. 
There must be such an autumn campaign throughout the 
country as never before. A special effort must be made 
to move the men. It should be the endeavour of every 
Women’s Suffrage Society to start a Men’s League where 
there is none, and to increase tenfold the membership of 
the existing branches. From the Men’s League should 
come our candidates; from the Men’s League our hecklers 
and our electors who will " put Women’s Suffrage first ” ; 
to the chivalry of the men we women must appeal that 
they no longer leave to the poor and the weak and the 
defenceless the whole burden of fighting for that liberty 
which they themselves have won. Money we must have. 
Since, largely by their laws, men keep us poor, will they 
not do for us what the millionaires of the Anti-Suffrage 
League are doing to maintain privilege and secure 
corrupt and vested interests?

The Debate on the Second Reading.
II.

The Contortionist.
Several newspapers described Mr. Churchill’s as a 

most “ damaging speech, ’ ’ and we are inclined to agree 
with them. Careful re-reading of the farrago of non
sense which he poured forth on July 12 has convinced 
us that it must indeed have damaged Mr. Churchill very

.MON,
JULY 12, 1910.

" I shall, after long reflec- 
tion, and without any doubt 
whatever, give my vote this 
evening for the rejection of this 
measure on the second read- 
ing. . . ."

“I do not believe that the 
great, mass of women want a 
vote."

" The grievance is grossly ex- 
aggerated. ...It cannot be 
proved that they (women) suffer 
any disadvantage in legislation. 
The Statute-book, in fact, leaves 
them a privileged class.”

" The basic principle of this 
Bill is to deny votes to mothers 
and wives—that is to say, to 
deny votes to those who are, 
upon the whole, the best - of 
their sex.”

seriously in the estimation of those who still hoped for 
a manly or a candid utterance from him. Nothing has 
been more plain all along than that, in this matter of 
women’s enfranchisement, Mr. Churchill has never really 
put his mind to the question, but has treated it with 
childish irresponsibility; so that, when the time came 
to make a great speech in the House, he betrayed his 
fundamental frivolity by not only contradicting what he 
had said on other occasions, but by making a speech 
which was in itself a model of disingenuousness and in- 
consistency.

To take only a few previous utterances:—
MANCHESTER, March, 1908.

" I will try my best, as and 
when occasion offers, to get 
women the Parliamentary suf- 
frage, because I do think sin- 
cerely that women have always 
had a logical case, and they 
have now got behind them a 
great and popular demand 
among -women. It is no longer 
a movement of a few extrava- 
gant-and excitable people, but 
a movement which is gradually 
spreading to all classes of 
women; and that being so, it 
assumes the same character as 
franchise movements have pre- 
viously assumed."

"‘ I find another argument in 
favour of the enfranchisement 
of women in the opposition we 
are encountering on this tem- 
perance question. I believe the 
influence of women in the tem- 
perance question would be 
highly beneficial.”

MANIFESTO, NOVEMBER, 1909.
" The burden of the rates is 

the heaviest load which the 
mill-owner and the operative 
alike have to bear.”

DUNDEE, JANUARY 5, 1910.
" I think the women can 

bring their influence to bear 
on every man. (Laughter.) I 
think the majority of women 
manage to fix it out somehow or 
other. (Laughter.) There are 
women who find themselves at 
a loose end, and I would like to 
meet their case. But I do not 
think our system less demo- 
cratic because women are not 
enfranchised. The women can 
make their influence felt in the 
home. That is my own expe- 
rience." (Laughter.) —

It can scarcely be necessary to point out how Mi. 
Churchill is not redeeming his promise to get women 
the Suffrage “as and when occasion offers,” since he 
makes no occasion himself and does not take one which 
is made for him ; that, in view of the fact that during 
the last two years Suffrage societies and meetings have 
multiplied tenfold, it is strange to hear now that we 
don’t want the vote, when, it seems, in 1908 Mr; 
Churchill was convinced we did; that if it be true that 
women take a different view from men. on the im- 
portance of the temperance question, • it is manifestly 
untrue to state that women suffer " no disadvantage 7 
from being unrepresented, and are in fact "privileged, 
for they cannot affect legislation on an evil which they 
feel far more than men; that since the burden of the 
rates falls upon operatives, and they are women as well 
as men, it is plain that it is a disadvantage not to have 
any say in legislation which decides what part of taxa
tion should be raised in rates and what by Imperial 
taxes; lastly, that whereas in Dundee Mr. Churchill’s 
elegantly expressed sympathy was all for the women 
“ at a loose end," in the House he pleaded for the wives: 
the wives do not thank him for his championing, nor for 
the language in which he spoke of their sisters.

But, after all, Mr. Churchill has by now established 
a reputation (it is almost a right) to change His mind, 
and we need look no further than his speech in the House 
for absurdities and contradictions. He began by saying 

. that he thought there was a certain proportion of women 
capable of exercising the franchise to their own and the 
State’s advantage, and that this proportion was to be 
found in every class; the sex disqualification was not in 
accordance with obvious facts, and he rejected the theory 
that it was necessary for the security of society. The 
reasons for which he was theoretically in favour of en- 
franchising women were, that women who, worked in 
politics deserved the reward of the vote, and that he 
would like the general “slur of inferiority ” on the whole 
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sex removed. Mr. Churchill denied that women suffered 
any wrongs or that the franchise would raise their wages.

We cannot here go into detailed enumeration of the 
injustice to women in our existing laws: the whole of 
tile laws regulating the relations of the sexes—bastardy, 
divorce, marriage, maintenance, inheritance, solicitation, 
and traffic in women—put women at a disadvantage, and 
naturally and inevitably do s6; The trifling instances 
(chiefly in connection with the prosecution of husbands 
for their wives’ " torts,” and a few others) where men are 
wronged do not give a corresponding right to the wife, 
and would probably be gladly swept away by women as 
a relic of the times when a married woman was a chattel.

The wages question also cannot be adequately dealt 
with, and we would only remind Mr. Churchill that 
here he differs from his instructor, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who stated in the Albert Hall that the 
Government, at least, would be compelled to give en- 
franchised women equal pay with men for equal work. 
Mr. Churchill said that “economic conditions” were 
what raised wages, and no one knows better than he how 
legislation can affect “economic conditions.”

He gave a striking and admirable instance of how 
women, when they were dependent upon men, were apt 
to be tools in the hands of men and become a real danger 
to progress, and we heartily agree with him. The extra- 
ordinary thing is that he should not see that it is we 
who are trying to liberate women from that dependence 
and to relieve the nation of that grave danger, and he 
who, with his babble about “influence,” is striving to 
perpetuate it.

It was when he came to the provisions of this par- 
ticular Bill, however, that Mr. Churchill surpassed him- 
self. He began by saying that, as for himself, there were 
two ways in which he thought women might be en- 
franchised : one was to create a "fancy franchise,” by 
which " some of the best women of all classes ” should 
vote, and their qualifications were to be (1) property, 
(2) wage-earning capacity, and (3) education. But then, 
what becomes of his contention that wives are “ the best 
of their sex ” ? No one could say that marriage in
creased a woman’s wage-earning- capacity, or added to 
her property or even her education. As an alternative 
to these absurd qualifications he could see nothing but 
Adult Suffrage.

He objected to this Bill that it was “an enormous 
addition ” ; it would enfranchise about one million, 
whereas Adult Suffrage, which he advocated, would 
enfranchise about eight million, l'e protested that it 
was “capricious and one-sided.” It would enfranchise 
the Head of the House (whether man or woman), and 
we submit that this is less capricious than Mr. Churchill’s 
"fancy franchise," and less one-sided than enfranchising 
householders only when they are men.

l'e called the Bill not only “ undemocratic ’ ’ but 
" anti-democratic, because it gives an “unfair repre- 
sentation to property as against persons.” A statement 
more out of accord with facts is hard to conceive: men’s 
franchise gives plural votes to "property as against 
persons ’ ’; this Bill specifically states that no property 
shall carry a vote unless there is a person occupying it; 
this is included in the very title, which the " democratic ’ ’ 
Sir. George would alter 1 " Only half (of those en- 
franchised) would be workers,” said Mr. Churchill. Now 
Mr. Booth’s figures (quoted in the debate by Mr. 
McLaren and referred to by Mr. Churchill) give, out of 
197,000 women-occupiers in London, 95,000 working 
outside their homes for wages, and 70,000 keeping no 
■lervant, leaving only 32,000 who have any domestic help. 
We submit that if Mr. Churchill had to black his own 
boots and grates (and his wife's, too), cook his dinner, 
and scrub his floors and his shirts, he would think he was 
a “worker.” It is apparent from these figures that 
about one-sixth only would belong to the more leisured 
classes.

Mr. Churchill was anxious lest “charwomen and 
widows'' should be disfranchised by receiving poor 
relief. Now, in 190.8 there were only 77,705 widows in 
receipt of poor relief, and there are over a million of 

widows in the country, so that we should still have a 
considerable number of widows enfranchised even if the 
poor-relief disability were maintained for women as it 
is for men. Moreover, if women could protect them- 
selves better we make bold to say that fewer of them 
would need poor relief.

Mr. Churchill then broke into exclamations: "Fancy 
this proposition that we Members of Parliament are asked 
to commit ourselves to, and to defend on the platforms of 
this country, that a young, inexperienced girl of twenty- 
one should have a vote, and the mother of seven or eight 
children, who for twenty-five years has kept and directed 
the policy and economy of a family, should be refused 
the vote! ” But does Mr. Churchill really find it so 
much easier to defend “ on the platforms of this country ’ ’ 
the anomaly of the “ young, inexperienced boy of twenty- 
one ” voting when his mother cannot? “ That a woman,” 
proceeded Mr. Churchill, “ who has nobody to keep but 
herself out of her wages or income is to have a vote, and 
the woman who keeps by her labour an invalid husband 
and her family is to have no vote unless the unfortunate 
husband is rich enough to put her in for a property 
qualification!” But a large proportion of these new 
voters would be widows, who have “ kept and directed 
the policy of the family ” for years, and who are the 
mothers of “seven or eight children.” A correspondent 
suggests that the Registrar- General may have inforomed 
Mr. Churchill that the seven or eight children all die 
on the same day as the husband, but he could only 
have learned from direct inspiration that the woman’s 
experience and wisdom die too at the same fatal moment. 
Further, we should like to point out to Mr. Churchill 
that the woman who keeps her husband pays the rates, 
and would be the occupier, and therefore the voter, if 
she chose.

But perhaps no sentences did Mr. Churchill more harm 
or revealed his mind more to his damage than those in 
which he spoke of this Bill giving the vote to women 
living in a state of prostitution. The indignant letters 
that have poured in upon us from everywhere show 
that the ideal of an equal moral standard is gaining 
ground all over England among men as well as among 
women, and that for this ideal, if for no other, men and 
women want the vote for both sexes.

We have only very briefly touched upon a few of 
Mr. Churchill’s inconsistencies, and they reveal very 
plainly how hard put to it he was to find some excuse 
for his breach of faith. He was so confident of turning 
Members round to accompany him in this breach that lie 
risked several statements he must have wished afterwards 
to recall. He said that a vote on the second reading of 
this Bill “ means, really, except on minor details, a 
vote for the third reading of an ordinary Bill.” He 
said that a Member who voted for the second reading 
was, in effect, saying “I want this Bill passed into law 
this session, regardless of all other consequences. I 
want it as it is and I want it now. I Want it sent to the 
House of Lords. I am prepared to fight the House of 
Lords if they reject it. ”

And the Bill passed its second reading by a majority 
of 109. _

Why Women Need the Vote.

XIII.—The Lesson from Experience.
(3) The Effect on Home Life

Sir John Cockburn (late Agent-General for South 
Australia) declares that it made no difference whatever 
to home life; husband and wife, as a rule, voted the 
same way. His experience was that the franchise was a 
family franchise, and the vote was given in the direction 
which was best for the welfare of the family.

Mr. Percy Harris (writing to the “ Westminster 
Gazette ” on " New Zealand in 1908,’' observes :—

“ The women do not appear to lave any more leaning 
' to either Liberalism or Conservatism than the men; the 
party divisions seem about the same. Nor have political 
differences broken up the home; families are inclined to 

vote together, but it is quite common for a wife to hold 
opposite political views to her husband with no more 
disastrous results than if she had different views in music 
or art.”

Why not, indeed? No intelligent man desires in the 
companion of his hearth a mere reflex of his own person- 
ality. There are, of course, certain uneducated natures 
(low in the scale of civilization, whatever be their social 
status) whose opinions grow on them like barnacles, not 
to be detached, affected, or modified by any environing 
influence or experience, and serving no purpose but to 
scarify and wound the unlucky persons who come in con
tact with them. Such individuals are tyrants with whom 
their fellows (especially their families) will avoid the 
futile attempt to exchange ideas. But are we to model 
our social arrangements on such characters as these ? A 
domestic peace secured by such conditions is a slavery as 
gross as that suggested by the specimens of a “ scold’s 
bridle,” which have come down to us from medieval 
times.

“ It’s twenty pities that people can’t put up with 
other people’s notions,” says that delightful Irish author, 
Miss Jane Barlow. One knows some families in which all 
discussion is discouraged, as possibly leading to disagree- 
ment, and where domestic converse is never allowed to 
dive beneath the froth of surface banality; others, again, 
in which all subjects of general interest are keenly and 
fearlessly discussed, identity of view being neither ex
pected nor required, but individual freedom of thought 
recognized without question or ofience. Such a family 
contributes not only to life’s savour and healthful 
activity, but to human progress, in a degree a hundred
fold greater than the one-mind-power household.

Lastly, of the general good effect on the country of the 
women’s vote, the consensus of weighty opinion is such 
that it is hard to select only a few examples.

Mr. Seddon, when Premier of New Zealand, declared 
to a deputation of Englishwomen that the results of 
Women’s Suffrage had been the passing of laws beneficial 
to the Colony, and that women had not been in the 
slightest degree unsexed, but were more highly apprecia
ted than ever.

The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, together with the Premiers of every separate 
State, publicly testified last year to the beneficial results 
of women’s political equality with men.

In Norway, the political representation granted a few 
years ago has just been confirmed and extended by the 
Cabinet. The American States, after long experience, 
have re-affirmed and approved it, wherever tried. Every 
Governor of Wyoming for thirty-nine years has witnessed 
to its good results, and the Legislature has twice passed 
unanimous resolutions to this effect.

In Colorado, a published statement that no ill-effects 
had followed Women’s Suffrage and that it was “ notice
ably more conscientious than that of men ” was signed 
by the Governor, Governor-elect, and two ex-Governors; 
the Chief Justice and all Justices of the State Supreme 
Court, Denver District Court, and the Court of Appeals; 
the Attorney-General, the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, all the Senators and Representatives in Con
gress, and a long list of distinguished citizens, including 
prominent clergymen. (Mrs Julia Ward Howe; letter 
to the “ Times," October, 1908.)

As opposed to this overwhelming testimony, indi- 
vidusi expressions of adverse opinion may doubtless 
be collected, and in American politics, at any rate, 
Women’s Suffrage has undeniably its enemies. They are 
of a kind, however, to reflect credit on our cause. The 
promoters of financial trusts and rings, the Tammany 
Hall party, and the immense power known as the liquor 
interest, are all deadly foes of the women's vote. Why? 
Because that vote can neither be purchased nor pro
pitiated ! A Finland peasant woman spoke for her sex 
when she said," Now I have a vote I want to use it as a 
means to protect the things I esteem as the highest good 
in this world-—my religion, my fatherland, and my 
home.''

C. C. OSLER.

In Parliament.
Questions on the Women’s Suffrage Bill.

On Wednesday, 25th, in reply to Mr. C. Bathurst, 
the Prime Minister stated that the Government had not 
considered the taking of a referendum on this question.

On Thursday, 28th, in reply to Mr. Snowden, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (for Mr. Asquith) stated 
that no further facilities would be given for Mr. Shackle- 
ton’s Bill, and that the Prime Minister had said so on 
June 23. On being pressed by Mr. Snowden to inter- 
pret what Mr. Asquith meant by saying that the House 
should, “ if it so desired, have a full opportunity of deal
ing effectively with the whole question,” Mr. George 
said that "inasmuch as this Bill is so framed that the 
House of Commons cannot deal with the whole question, 
but only with a part of it, we certainly cannot give 
further facilities.” This was greeted with some 
laughter.

Mr. Snowden asked what was the difference between 
the veto of a non-elected Prime Minister and the veto 
of the House of Lords, and Mr. Keir Hardie asked 
whether, “since the Government are not satisfied with 
the form of the Bill now before the House, they are 
prepared to introduce one of their own to give effect to 
their ideas on the subject.” No reply was given.

Mr. Snowden States the Case for Further 
Facilities.

On Friday, 29th, Mr. Snowden again returned to 
the charge, and, on the motion for adjournment, called 
attention to the refusal of the Government to give 
facilities for the further stages of the Bill. He pointed 
out that it had passed its second reading by a larger 
majority than was given to the Budget or to the Veto 
Resolutions, and that it was a free and independent 
vote, unaffected by party whips, and given in spite of 
the ardent opposition of the three most prominent E.em- 
bers of the Cabinet. Mr. Lloyd George had even said, 
he would vote for the second reading if it was considered 
merely as an affirmation of principle; he could not now 
turn round and say that the second reading was not an 
expression of a desire to deal effectively with the question 
on the lines laid down in the Bill. The House, the 
electors, and the women all brought forward a strong 
demand for this Bill. He believed the Government had 
thought they could kill the Bill on the second reading, 
and having failed to do so, would mock and exasperate 
the women into fresh outbreaks of disorder.

Mr. Asquith’s Reply.
In his reply Mr. Asquith said that his answer on 

June 23 was framed by the Cabinet, and it stated that 
after second reading no further facilities could be afforded 
the Bill this session. The recognition by the Govern
ment that “ the House ought to have opportunities, if 
that is their deliberate desire, for effectively, dealing with 
the whole question ” referred not to this session but to 
the future, and it could not refer to this Bill because it 
provided by its very title that “the whole question” 
should not be considered. Mr. Asquith further main
tained that the majority of 145 for referring the Bill 
to a Committee of the whole House plainly indicated 
that the majority wished the Bill to proceed no further 
this year. He concluded by saying that the Govern
ment had strictly adhered to the course which they laid 
down before this Bill came on for second reading, and 
they were prepared to carry out in the letter and the 
spirit the pledge which they gave at the same time.

The Meaning of the Second Division.
Lord Hugh Cecil protested against Mr. Asquith's 

interpretation of the second vote; the Leader of the 
Opposition, for instance, was in favour of the Bill, but 
he had voted for sending it to a Committee of the whole 
House 'because he was opposed to a Suffrage Bill going 
to a Grand Committee. He challenged the Prime 
Minister to give the House an opportunity of voting as 
to whether the Bill should be given further facilities.

He declared that the Government had all along in
tended to kill the Bill, and had hoped to do so on the 
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second reading. He accused them of a lack of frankness, 
an accusation hotly repudiated by Mr. Churchill and 
Mr. Lloyd George, the latter interjecting " I voted for 
all the other Bills,” to which Lord Hugh replied: " Yes, 
when you knew they could not be carried I " The 
Government had pretended to be impartial and neutral, 
but they had been guilty of hypocrisy, and were now 
treating the House "with outward courtesy, but with 
essential contempt.”

Mr. Roch quoted Mr. Haldane’s statement, and asked 
that the House, having, by the majority on the second 
reading, shown its feeling, should now be given an 
opportunity “to translate that feeling into a concrete 
form.”

The Veto Conference.
Mr. Asquith on Friday also made his long-expected 

statement concerning the Conference, but his reply did 
not give much satisfaction. He said the representatives 
of the Government and the Opposition had held twelve 
meetings, and had carefully surveyed a large part of the 
field of controversy. The result was that their discussions 
had made such progress—although they had not so far 
reached an agreement—as to render it, in the opinion 
of all of them, not only desirable but necessary that they 
should continue. In fact he might go further and say 
that they would think it wrong at this stage to break 
them off. There was no question of their indefinite con
tinuance, and if they found, as a result of further
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The Executive Committee.
At a meeting held on Thursday, 28th, the situation 

was carefully considered, and the following resolution 
was passed:—" That until the promoters of Mr. Shackle- 
ton’s Bill decide to drop it, the National Union shall 
not consider the Bill is destroyed.” It will be remem
bered that at the Bristol Council meeting it was resolved 
to call a Special Council meeting should the Government 
destroy the Bill.
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deliberation during the recess, that there was no prospect 
of agreement that could be announced in Parliament in 
the course of the present session they would bring the 
Conference to a close.

Other Business.
On Monday, 25th, the Finance Bill was read a first 

time. The Accession Declaration Bill, in spite of its 
exceedingly contentious nature, was this week rushed, 
through second reading, committee, report, and third 
reading.

In the House of Lords the Midwives Bill passed 
through committee; an amendment providing that the 
doctor’s fee might be recovered from the local super
vising authority instead of the board of guardians was 
introduced by Lord Ampthill, and supported by Lord 
Lytton; it was opposed by Lord Stanley of Alderley as 
“Socialistic,” and by Lord Beauchamp as “prejudicing 
Poor Law reform, ’ ’ and was negatived.

Notice of Motion.
Mr. Keir Hardie has given notice of the following 

motion for the autumn sitting:—"Parliamentary 
Franchise (Women) Bill (Procedure),—That the com
mittee stage of the Parliamentary Franchise (Women) 
Bill have precedence of all orders of the day and notices 
of motions on Friday, November 18, and the report and 
third reading stages of the same measure take a like 
precedence on Friday, November 25.”

The Parliamentary Situation.
The Prime Minister has refused any further facilities 

for Mr. Shackleton’s Women’s Suffrage Bill this session. 
We understand that the Conciliation Committee do not 
intend to accept this reply as final, and that they will 
renew their request. If the House of Commons will 
support the Committee in their reasonable action the Bill 
may yet go through this session.

At the moment of writing we await the action of the 
House of Commons in support of this Bill. Meanwhile, 
we urge Women Suffragists to remember that the Bill 
is not yet dead, and that it is the unexpected which always 
happens.

Our business, therefore, is to renew and redouble our 
efforts to secure the passage of the Bill through its further 
stages; to back up the Conciliation Committee in their 
efforts to secure the necessary facilities; to bring pressure 
on Members of Parliament to induce the Government to 
give time; and to agitate in the constituencies.

Mr. Lloyd George, speaking on behalf of the Prime 
Minister on July 28th, is reported to have said that “ the 
pledge given by the Prime Minister was “that the 
Government were prepared in this Parliament to give an 
opportunity for effectively dealing with the whole ques- 
tion.’ But, inasmuch as Mr. Shackleton’s Bill is so 
framed that the House of Commons cannot deal with the 
whole question, but only part of it, we certainly cannot 
give further facilities.

Women will not be deceived by insincere quibbles of 
that kind. The " all or none " policy is not the attitude 
taken up by politicians on other questions. It is not the 
attitude taken up by this Government or by Mr. Lloyd 
George himself when they have determined that a reform 
shall go through. It has ever been the custom of 
politicians to proceed on the line of least resistance. We 
women are quite willing to proceed upon this line. We 
accept Mr. Shackleton’s Bill because we consider that it 
is a practical, moderate solution of the difficulty. We 

are not shaken in our belief by recent events or by 
refusals. We believe in the justice and righteousness of 
our claim, we believe that the present moment is the 
moment to press it; we are willing to accept an instal
ment of justice.

What we are not prepared quietly to accept is the policy 
of indefinite postponement. If the Government is not 
satisfied with the form of the Bill now before the House, 
let them in common fairness, at once introduce a Bill of 
their own, a Bill which, in their opinion, will express 
“the will of the representatives of the people,” and let 
them give time for its passage through the House of 
Commons without further delay. Our object is the 

removal of sex disqualification, and for this we demand 
opportunity at the hands of the Government.

BERTHA Mason, Parliamentary Secretary.

Work in the North of Scotland.
MR. ANNAN BRYCE’S CONSTITUENCY.

We are very busy in the North now forming new Societies 
round Inverness, which with those already existing will con- 
stitute a North of Scotland Federation. The first week has 
been chiefly occupied in organizing future meetings and visit- 
ing people interested.

Inverness is the centre of the constituency of Mr. Annan 
Bryce, who seconded the rejection of the Bill on July 11th, 
and in Nairn Public Hall, at th© meeting arranged by the 
Nairn Society, Mrs. Hunter presiding, my speech will be a 
reply to his speech in the House. This will be my text also 
in Forres and Fortrose.

Mr. Annan Bryce moved the House to laughter on the 11th 
by citing as impossible the gaining of the signatures of a 
majority of his (or any) electors to this reform, stating that 
he had said he would withdraw his opposition if this were 
forthcoming. He suppressed the fact that he received from 
Forres and Fortrose at the General Election our petition 
signed by a majority of his electors in these places; that from 
Nairn he received only six less than a majority; and that his 
Inverness petition contained the names of the greater number 
of his best and most influential supporters. The Press in 
Inverness has published Mr. Bryce’s speech in full, and replies 
to it from myself and others, and an excellent interview with 
Mrs. Hunter, our Inverness president, dealing with it. It is
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specially important that this constituency should be worked 
now. - i -

On Friday a meeting in Elgin will be held, and on Monday 
and Tuesday (1st and 2nd August) Beauly will have its first 
indoor Suffrage meetings.

I go to Lossiemouth this week also (Mrs. Wemyss. Fulton, 
of our Aberdeen Committee, kindly offering hospitality), and 
hope to arrange a meeting for visitors and residents which 
our members there will work up.

Helen Fraser.

Yorkshire Federation.
After leaving York, I went on to Bridlington, where J held 

two well-attended meetings. The greatest interest was shown 
by the audience, and when questions were invited, many 
entered into a long discussion on the Conciliation Bill. After 
two days at Bridlington I went on to Beverley, where, con- 
sidering the size and character of the town, the meetings 
have been extremely good, and the collections excellent. • I 
have held five open-air meetings in this town, and last night 
one or two men in the audience asked me to continue next 
weewk. I therefore intend to give two more before going 
on to Driffield on Thursday next.

R. LE CLERE Phillips.

Correspondence Between Lord Lytton 
and Mr. Asquith.

The following correspondence has passed between Lord 
Lytton and Mr. Asquith:—

19th July, 1910.
Dear Mr. Asquith,—The Conciliation Committee, composed 

of the members of Parliament who are promoting the 
Women’s Suffrage Bill now before the House of Commons, 
are anxious to lay before you their reasons for demanding 
facilities for the remaining stages of the Bill, and they 
therefore ask you to receive a deputation of its members, 
who could state their case. As, however, you do not see 
your way to receive a deputation and have asked us to com- 
municate with you in writing, the Committee has instructed 
me to state the grounds on which their application is based.

In answer to Mr. Shackleton’s question in the House of 
Commons on June 23rd you expressed the willingness of the 
Government to grant time for a full discussion on the second 
reading of the Bill, but added that the exigencies of other 
Parliamentary business prevented the Government from 
granting further facilities this session. If you had said 
nothing more, and if the session were to terminate in August, 
as was expected at that time, we should realise that our 
appeal for further encroachments on the time of the House 
would be made with little chance of success. But the words 
in which you concluded your answer were significant, and 
can only be interpreted as indicating the opinion of the 
Government that if the House of Commons expressed a 
deliberate desire of effectively dealing with the whole question 
an opportunity would be provided for them. You added, 
further, that you expected to be enlightened by the coming 
debate as to the state of Parliamentary opinion on the 
subject.

Lastly, we desire to point out that during the same debate 
both the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Home Secre- 
tary invited the House to refuse to read the Bill a second 
time on the grounds that a division in its favour would not 
merely indicate approval of the principle of Women’s Suffrage 
but would amount to a third reading division on an ordinary 
Bill, signifying a determination on the part of those who 
voted for the Bill that they ‘ ‘ want it passed into law this 
session regardless of all consequences,” that they " want it as 
it is and want it now," that they "‘ want it sent to the House 
of Lords,” and are “prepared to fight the House of Lords 
if they reject it." In answer to this direct challenge, the 
House of Commons declared its determination to do all these 
things by a majority of 109. We contend that the large 
majority recorded in favour of the second reading of the Bill, 
and the memorial asking for facilities for its passage into law 
this session, signed by 196 members of Parliament, afford 
striking evidence of such " a deliberate desire ” on the part 
of the House of Commons. We would further remind you 
that in the course of the recent debate on the second reading 
the Secretary of State for War used these words: ‘ If this 
House of Commons expresses itself very strongly for the 
principle, then it is reasonable that effective opportunity 
should be given at some time for this House to translate its 
feelings into a concrete form.” He also went on to say that 
to keep the Bill in Committee of the whole House (the course 
which pur friends on both front benches recommended) would 
not " involve necessarily that the question should be delayed 
in becoming law," thereby indicating that if the House 
adopted this course further opportunity would be provided for 
the consideration of the subsequent stages of the Bill.

In face of these facts we ask you to give the House of 
Commons an effective opportunity of carrying out its wishes 
thus emphatically expressed. The session is to be prolonged 
into the autumn, and therefore time can be found for this 
Bill to be carried into law. We make our request to you in 
all earnestness and with confidence that it will not be made in 
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vain, relying as we do on your own statement and those of 
your colleagues made upon the floor of the House of Commons 
with full knowledgeof the responsibility which they involved. 
I have read this letter to my Committee, and they have 
authorised me by a unanimous vote to say that it represents 
their views.—I am, etc., (Signed) Lytton.

July 23rd.
Dear Lord Lytton,—I have received your letter of the 19th 

instant. On the 23rd June last, in announcing in the House 
of Commons that in the exceptional circumstances of the case 
the Government were prepared to give time for a full debate 
and division on the second reading of Mr. Shackleton’s Bill, I 
added with the utmost explicitness that they could not afford 
any further facilities to the Bill this session. To that state- 
ment I need hardly say that the Government adhere. My 
further words to which you refer, that " the House ought to 
have opportunities, if that is their deliberate, desire, for 
effectively dealing with the whole question,” clearly did not 
and could not refer to the present session, nor (I may add) 
to any Bill the title of which was so framed as to preclude a 
free and adequate dealing with the " whole question."— 
Yours, etc., (Signed) H. H. ASQUITH.

July 28th.
Dear Mr. Asquith,—I read your letter of the 23rd to my 

Committee this afternoon, and they asked me to reply to you 
as follows. It is common ground between the Government 
and ourselves that in the Parliamentary handling of this 
question Women Suffragists have laboured tinder what you 
have yourselves described as " a great hardship.” Bills for 
the enfranchisement of women have repeatedly passed their 
second reading in the House of Commons, yet no effect has 
been given to the opinions thus recorded by large majorities. 
Your letter indicates that you propose to make the debate 
of this session—serious, comprehensive, and decisive though 
it was—one item the more in a long list of unfruitful and 
academic discussions. We can conceive no course more surely 
calculated to increase a discontent for which already there 
was much justification. In drafting our Bill we had to 
remember that we were suitors for Parliamentary time. We 
believed that in putting before the House a definite proposal 
which required no prolonged debate we should meet the con- 
venience of the Government. We note that while you in- 
dicate preference for a Bill drafted in such a way as to 
necessitate protracted discussion, you give us no assurance 
that in making a bolder demand on the time of the House we 
should meet with a more favourable reply. Our object was 
to provide by way of compromise a solution of a problem the 
urgency, of which the Government recognises, while it avows 
its inability to legislate itself. The significant vote by which 
our proposals were adopted entitles us to claim the rights of a 
majority. We propose, before Parliament reassembles, to 
lay before you further evidence of the extent and urgency of 
the demand for the passage into law of Mr. Shackleton's Bill 
this year.—I am, etc., : (Signed) LYTTON.

Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage.
40, Museum Street, W.C.

The Executive of the Men's League met on July 28th, and 
agreed unanimously to summon a general meeting ol the 
League for September 23rd, when the following resolution will 
be proposed in the name of the Executive:—

‘: That in view of the refusal of the Prime Minister to grant 
facilities for Mr. Shackleton's Bill, this League decides to 
oppose the Government until a Woman's Suffrage measure is 
carried into law. At by-elections it will oppose all official 
Government candidates. At a General Election the Execu
tive shall be empowered to make an exception in favour of 
sitting Liberal members who have rendered effective support 
to the Conciliation Committee.”

A Conservative Resignation.
Lady Betty Balfour has resigned her office as Dame Presi- 

dent of the Woking Habitation of the Primrose League, as a 
protest against the adverse vote given by Mr. D. Macmaster, 
M.P. for the Chertsey Division, on the second reading of 
Mr. Shackleton's Bill.

The Women’s Liberal Federation
We read in the papers that at a meeting of the Women’s 

Liberal Federation Executive Committee it has been resolved 
to call a special meeting of the Council for Monday, Decem- 
ber 5th, to consider the situation with regard to Women's 
Suffrage. Delegates from 694 Women’s Liberal Associations 
will be entitled to attend the Conference, at which, itis 
stated, important resolutions will be considered.

Well, well! One wonders how many Suffragists will be left 
within the Women's. Liberal Federation by December 5th. 
The women are certainly learning from the Government how 
to cool the ardour of their own supporters. .

More Secessions from the Liberal Party.
Owing to the attitude of the Government towards the 

Conciliation Bill, Mrs. C. A. Fyffe has resigned from the 
Women’s National Liberal Association, of which she has been 
a vice-president and a member of the Executive Committee 
for about seventeen years. She has also resigned from the 
Liberal Social Council; the Free Trade Union, on whose 
Brighton Executive Committee she was; the Women’s Free 
Trade Union, and the Horsham Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion. Mrs. Fyffe had been president of the Horsham 
Women’s Liberal Association and on its executive ever since 
the Association was started. Miss Churchman, another old 
member of the Horsham W.L.A. Executive, who only 
recently consented to become treasurer, has also resigned. 
These ladies have resolved to work no more for the Liberal 
or any other political party till the just claims of women 
to the Parliamentary vote have been recognised.

Liberal Women's Suffrage League.
We, representing the Liberal Women's Suffrage League, 

desire to place on record our deep satisfaction with the 
debate and division upon the Municipal Suffrage Bill, and 
urge the Government to give facilities for making the Bill 
law either now or during the autumn session. In spite of 
some deliverances from individual Liberal leaders, we cannot 
bring ourselves to believe that the great Liberal party will 
hesitate to grant this measure of justice to women because 
of some supposed disadvantage to the party. Such a falling 
away from high ideals could not fail to bring ultimate 
disaster; nor do we believe the fear to be justified. . Our 
anxiety at this crisis is as much on behalf of Liberalism as 
of the Suffrage.

Edith Tattersall, President.
ALICE Sandys, Treasurer.

July 26th, 1910.

Photographs of the Trafalgar Square 
Demonstration

We much regret that several misprints occurred in the 
address given in our issue of July 14th. These photographs 
can be obtained, 2d. each, from- Mrs. Albert Broom, 38, 
Burnfoot Avenue, Fulham, London.

Women Writers’ Suffrage League
The committee of the Women Writers’ Suffrage League 

asks us to say that their office at 55, Berners Street will be 
closed during the month of August, but all communications 
by letter wills receive prompt attention.

Isle of Sheppey.
Miss K. Raleigh writes that there is to be a holiday cam- 

paign in Sheerness, Queenborough, etc., from August 8 th to 
12th inclusive, and she would be grateful for help of any sort. 
Canvassers and sellers and stewards are wanted. Address: 
Cliff Cottage, Eastchurch, Kent.

The Suffragists’ Revenge.
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CHANCELLOR OF 

THE EXCHEQUER.
Sir,—I feel that it is my duty to point out to you that in 

5 and 6 Vict. Cap 35, Sec. 45, the following appears:—
" Provided always, that the profits of any married woman 

living with her husband shall be deemed the profits of the 
Husband, and the same shall be charged in the name of the hits- 
band and not, in her name, nor of her trustee.”

With regard to the two sentences here quoted, it is quite 
obvious that the second is the natural outcome and corollary 
of the first; while both are integral parts of the law, and 
the Inland Revenue authorities are clearly estopped from 
disputing either of the principles which are here laid down.

It is probably not necessary for me to explain to you that 
the word " profits," as used throughout this Act, includes 
income of all kinds, and from whatever source arising.

Now, Sir, you have already,, I believe, had to admit that, 
in consequence of the provisions of this Act, I, for instance, 
as a. married woman living with my husband, cannot be 
charged with income-tax, no matter how much my profession 
may be bringing me in.

You have also had to admit that for the same reason you 
will be unable to charge the supertax on married women 
living with their husbands.
, In these circumstances, therefore, it becomes my business 
to ask you a very serious and pertinent question.
, Why are those married women who are living with their 
husbands, and whose incomes happen to be derived, for 
instance, from Consols and Government stocks, being charged 
with the income-tax thereon?

The Act clearly states that the tax is to be charged on the 
husband, and in his name only.

I assert that the law is being juggled with, and that 
married women are being charged with income-tax every day, 
in flagrant defiance of the Act of Parliament.

The law is as clear as any form of words can possibly be, 
and under no circumstances can anyone have the right, so 
long as a married woman is living with her husband, to expect 
her to pay income-tax, or to call upon her to do so, or to 
charge her with it, or to regard her as being liable for it. I 
have tested the accuracy of this statement in my own case. 
I know the authorities dare not charge me with income-tax, 
and therefore I want to know how dare they charge any 
other married woman?

The answer is that other married women do not know the 
law, and it happens that I do. The husband is clearly the 
only person who is liable for income-tax, and therefore he is 
the only person who may be charged with it, and so long as 
bis wife is living with him he cannot transfer his liability to 
her.

Your duty, Sir, is therefore imperative—namely, to adjust 
this matter by immediately refunding to married women all 
the tax which has been illegally charged upon them and 
deducted from their incomes for some 28 years past.

I believe that this will probably amount ' to about 
£100,000,000 on a very modest and conservative estimate.

Bui you have your remedy at law, as you are clearly 
entitled to recover from the persons who alone were legally 
liable, and who ought to have been charged in the first place 
—that is, the husbands. No doubt this course will lead to 
the immediate formation of a " Husband’s Tax Resistance 
League." That, however, has nothing to do with the case, 
and is quite another story. I have no animus against hus- 
bands, far from it; I deeply sympathise with them. But I 
am a law-abiding person, and I like to see other persons 
obeying the laws, especially public officials.

I hope. Sir, that you and all future Chancellors of the 
Exchequer will now and from henceforth take pains to secure 
that while the law remains what it is, it shall be duly observed 
and administered.—I am, yours respectfully,

Ethel AYREs PURDIE, Public Accountant and 
Income-tax Expert.

Foreign News.
FRANCE.

An important victory for women has just been gained at 
the Congress of the “Federation du Livre,” which is taking 
place at Bordeaux.

Some years ago the printers refused to admit women to 
their union, which counts many thousands of members. Some 
time after this refusal a strike broke out in the East of 
France, and a large number of printers ceased work. Women 
printers consented to replace them, thus ruining the strike, 
and showing the men how much better it would have been 
to work together than as rivals; was it not in the interest 
of the men themselves that the women should not undersell 
them?

However, this self-evident truth has only now been recog- 
nized; on July 23, by 74 votes to 63 (and 22 abstentions), 
the Congress decided to admit women to the " Federation du 
Livre."’ At the Congress at Lyons in 1905 the women only 
obtained three votes.

This is a great victory for women of the working classes, 
because the Federation is the most powerful and best 
organized Union, and this decision will certainly serve as an 
example and a precedent for all the others.

C. L. BRUNSCHVICG.
The question of the " Recherche de la Paternite ” is 

occupying the French Senate. According to the Code 
Napoleon, the mother of an illegitimate child has no claim on 
the father. Now the French are becoming alarmed at the 
declining birth-rate and gradual depopulation of the country, 
and are searching for causes and remedies. Inquiries have 
proved that the mortality among illegitimate children is three 
times as great as among the legitimate, and the proportion of 
illegitimates is large—about one-third of the number of legiti- 
mates. It is hoped that by obliging the father to contribute 
to the maintenance of mother and child the chances of early 
mortality will be greatly diminished. Bills dealing with the 
question have often been brought forward, but have never got 
beyond the Committee stage ; the Bill of M. Rivet dates from 
1883, when it was first introduced. After many meetings on 
the subject the Senate has decided to accord it a second read- 
ing, and as it is unlikely that the Chamber will overrule the 
Senate, it is probable that the Bill will become law, and 
thus abolish an injustice of long standing.

Our Sons’ Heritage.
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh!—if I stunt my flesh and 

bone
I pay the price, but it is not I who pay the price alone I
if I cramp my brain and my very soul, if I learn to coax 

and fawn,
I wrong myself, but I also wrong the babe that is yet 

unborn.

For when we gather grapes from thorns, and figs from 
thistles, t hen

Poor slavish women will bear a race of free and dauntless 
men!

But so long as like breeds like, so long as the world goes on 
its way,

it cannot be for the fathers’ sins alone that the children pay. 
If we barter our freedom—if we sell our very souls for ease,
If we crush our lives in a narrow groove, and only live to 

please.
We may gain our way by our pretty wiles, but will our sons 

be brave
if the birthright we transmit to them is the heart of a 

cunning slave ?
For Nature has never decreed that it is part of her design 
That a mother’s traits should be entailed—entailed on the 

female line!
The Eastern harem is not alone the women’s dwelling place 
Or prison-house; it also serves as the cradle of the race-—
And it is not a cradle that we should choose to suit our 

purpose when
We wish to rear a sturdy race of independent men.
If we hide our talents till they rot and change into worthless 

dust.
We rob ourselves, and we rob the race for whom they were 

held in trust.
As we work, and wait till our hearts are sick, and hope for a 

brighter dawn.
Our hope is not for ourselves alone, but for children yet 

unborn 1
it is not of ourselves alone we think, nor yet of the present 

age—
We wish to leave a healthy race,—a glorious heritage I

G. M. GEORGE.

Correspondence.
Correspondents are requested to send their names and addresses^ 

necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good faith. • The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made in the corresvon- clence column. . - ae

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the 
paper only.

- THE SUPPORT IN THE HOUSE.
To the Editor "The Common Cause. 3

Madam,—in your issue of to-day you state that “nearly 
half ” the House of Commons supports the Conciliation Bill. 
This appears to understate the case, as you have not taken 
into account those who were absent unpaired or unofficially
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It therefore appears that considerably more than half the 
House are in favour of the Bill, and even that does not fully 
state the case, for there are a number of supporters of the 
principle of the enfranchisement of women who for one. 
reason or another opposed this particular Bill. .

If their numbers are added we get 
Total.

in favour as above ..............
voted against the Bill but 

in favour of the principle

Total supporters of the

373

32

405

the following:— 
Lab.Lib. 

197
Cons.
112 36

Nat.
28

19 10 2

GENTLEWOMEN
Desirous of Nomination as DIVISIONAL AGENTS in the

LADIES’ TEA COMPANY,
Are requested to write to SECRETARY, LADIES TEA 

COMPANY, 27, MINCING LANE, LONDON, E.C.
Established 1888.

216 122principle
Again, if we deduct the above 32 ------—- - -

we find that the objectors to the principle of
from the 278

38 29
opponents 
Women’sWO Tina UIICU luv V2.---P. - " .—1.— -- .

Suffrage number 246, so that the majority in favour of the 
principle is 159. (This leaves out of account the 17 members 
present who did not vote, who may probably be regarded as 
doubtful.)—Yours, THOs. G. Rogers.

LORD MILNER AND THE ANTI-SUFFRAGISTS.
To the Editor " The Common Cause.”

Madam,—I have noticed that Lord Milner has twice lately 
been alluded to as an Anti-Suffragist in the pages of The 
Common Cause.” This statesman has never made any pro- 
nouncement on Women’s Suffrage, but he has certainly 
never joined the Anti-Suffrage League.—Yours, • . A Friend.
[We are very glad indeed to hear that we are mistaken about 

Lord Milner. His name was included in an unofficial list 
some months ago, and it is good news indeed to hear that 
this was an error .—ED., "C.C."]

Sate Price, 13/6 ■
Jacket to match, 6/9.

Sale Price, 15/9.
Jacket to match, 8 6.
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WESTBOURNE GROVE, W.

paired. I have taken the trouble to analyse these members 
according to your list of supporters of the cause in your issue 
of February 17 last (as corrected later); I have also analysed 
the pairs. It may interest your readers to have the figures 
in a fuller form than I have seen published as yet:—
For the Hill:

Total. Lib. Cons. Lab. Nat.
Voted ........... ..., ............... 299 161 87 31 20

............... 25 14 . 10 1 0
Absent unpaired but in

favour of W.S. ...... ....... 49 22 15 - 4 8
- ------- —=---

373 197 . 112 36 ' 28
--------- --------- ---------------; c== 1 -==>

Against:
Total. Lib. Cons. Lab. Nat.

Voted ---- ............ ....... ........ 190 ■ 60 113 2 14
Paired .............. ............ 25 ■ . 8 . 17 0 0
Absent opposed . • .... ........... 63 11 18 0 34

------- --------------- ~ — ------- -----
278 79 148 2 48

— -----——-- ----------- -----
Present but did not vote ... 17 2 ... 13 0 2

RECORD OF WORK DONE.
To the Editor, “The Common Cause.”

Madam, There are two suggestions I should like to make 
to your readers. ' ' ,

It seems to me that a great deal of the work done, by 
Societies in the National Union fails to have its full effect 
because it does not appear in any centralised record, easy of 
access to those who want a concise statement of facts which 
can be quoted. It is most important that none of the 
evidence our Societies are obtaining in support of the Con
ciliation Committee’s Bill should be wasted. I want to 
suggest that during the life of the Bill a brief report of all 
local work should be sent by the secretary of each Society to 
Mr. Brailsford, secretary of the Conciliation Committee, 
written clearly on sheets of quarto paper, under headings,; 
‘ ‘ Meetings, ” ‘ ‘ Resolutions, ” " Petitions to Parliament, 
“ Letters to Party Leaders,” " Letters to M.R.s," etc., etc. 
I should suggest that a summary of all work already done in 
support of the Bill (the briefest possible statement of facts) 
should be sent in at once, and that each secretary should 
henceforward send in a report at least once a month. The 
material thus collected and placed at the disposal of the Con- 
ciliation Committee might then be handed over to the M.U. 
Office, or to voluntary workers supplied by the London 
Society, who should tabulate it and publish a complete up-to- 
date record from time to time in " The Common Cause, ’ just 
as subscription lists are published.

The other suggestion I want to make has no connection 
with my first one. It has always seemed to me a great pity 
that the eloquent speeches made at so many of our meetings 
should not be recorded and published for the benefit of a 
wider public than the audience which is present when they 
are made. Of course, “The Common Cause"‘ has not room 
for verbatim reports, and the Press—;at anyrate in London— 
can hardly be expected to give more than a summary of 
speeches. Would it not be well worth while for a Society 
organizing an important meeting in which specially good 
speakers are going to take part to engage their own short.

hand reporter to make a verbatim report which could be 
published in leaflet form if there were sufficient demand for 
it? I am sure everyone who was present in St. James s Hail 
on July 13th must have wished for a verbatim report of Mrs. 
Swanwick’s brilliant speech to take home and spread broad
cast among their local Societies.— Yours, -

CATHERINE E. MARSHALL.
Hawse End, Keswick, July 30th, 1910.

[We are afraid that expense would be a serious consideration 
as regards Miss Marshall’s second suggestion. A short- 
hand report is an exceedingly costly affair -ED. G. O. J

LIBERAL WOMEN AND THE VOTE.
To the Editor " The Common Cause.”

Madam,—May I, through your paper, address a few words 
to Liberal women? I see that a great gathering of the 
Liberal Women’s Federation will be held shortly.

I am strongly impressed by the exceptional weapon on 
behalf of the Suffrage which this powerful organization 
possesses. If the Federation is whole-hearted in desiring 
women’s franchise why does it not proclaim a general strike. 
We who are fighting for no political party, but for the 
Suffrage only, entreat the Federation at this crisis to put 
aside every other question and to rest content with no promise 
from any man that somehow, at some time in the indefinite 
future, he may give us the vote. We ask Liberal women to 
cease working altogether for the Ministry till it has given the 
vote. If they will take this bold course, I fancy that the 
conscientious objections of Anti-Suffrage Ministers will soon 
vanish into smoke. If the Federation continues to support 
those who are determined to retain their women workers in 
the category of idiots and criminals, it is playing into the 
hands of our enemies and retarding our cause.— Yours,

LOUISA Bigg, 2, York Terrace, Regent’s Park. 
■ • o-s------------------

Reports of Societies within the 
National Union.

kindly gave a short address. About 130 tickets were taken, and the 
amount realized, when all expenses were paid, was £7 13s. .

Solihull is most grateful to the Club and to Miss Bishop, its 
Secretary, who so kindly gave their services to the cause.

BRIDLINGTON. - . J s '
Two good open-air meetings were held here on Monday and 

Tuesday, July 18th and 19th. Miss le Olere Phillips, who is tem- 
porarily taking the duties of Organizer for the Yorkshire Federation, 
was the speaker. The assembly was at first small, although the meet- 
ings had been well advertized, but after a short time there was a 
good crowd, whose interest deepened as Miss Phillips proceeded with 
her clever address. — - -oi!

Mrs. Richardson, who came over from Hull for the Monday evening 
meeting, also spoke and answered questions. Question-time revealed 
some result of the Home Secretary’s mud-throwing. It appears to 
be sticking in the minds of a good many unoriginal people. It is 
time the woman’s point of view was represented when people can 
openly hold up hands in holy horror at the bare idea of a vote 
being given to a woman guilty of an offence which is looked upon 
as an excusable indiscretion when participated in by, not voters only, 
but even our law-makers.
FARNHAM.

The annual general meeting was held on July 19 th, 1910, in the 
garden of Etwas, by the kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt 
Barnard, who also provided members and their friends with tea. 
There was a gathering of about forty, being a fine afternoon, and as 
Lady Midleton, president, was at the last unable to come to us, 
Mr. Bury took the chair and introduced Miss M. Martineau, of 
Esher, who gave an interesting address on the present position of 
the Bill and on the need for still more earnest work to keep the 
position we have won. At the business meeting which followed 
Mrs. Weatherby took the chair. The Treasurer reported receipts 
£49 17s. 7d., and expenditure £45 10s. 8d., leaving a cash balance of 
£4 6s. lld., but with about £5 still owing for the expenses of our 
last two meetings. Mr. Henry Bury then asked to be relieved of 
the office of treasurer, as, owing to the scattered, nature of our dis- 
trict, it would be better for the hon. secretary to be also treasurer, 
and, in fact, she had almost acted as such during the past year. 
With regret this was accepted, and Miss Milton agreed to take the 
double responsibility. The Secretary then reported twelve meetings 
held during the year; a membership of 73 and 8 associates; com- 
mittee meetings 17. The Society had taken part in two great demon- 
strations in London on June 18 and July 9 in favour of the 
Enfranchisement of Women Bill, 1910, taking their banner with them. 
One member had defended her claim to be put on the register, and 
this was reported in the “ Times." Two hundred and thirty-one 
signatures were obtained for the electors’ petition (Guildford division). 
Lady Midleton was re-elected president, and Mrs. Bury, Mrs. Ralph 
Durand, Mr. Henry Bury, and Miss L. Antrobus were elected to fill 
the four vacancies on the committee. The sum of £1 10s. 11d. was 
collected, and some literature and badges sold.

Pension = Assurances for Women.
EDUCATED WOMEN

who are enjoying independence and comfort during the active years of life SHOULD PROVIDE 
FOR THEIR OLD AGE. This may be done by means of a policy securing AN ANNUITY TO 
COMMENCE AT AGE 55 OR A LUMP SUM AT THAT AGE. The scheme also makes pro. 
vision for the contingencies of death or marriage.

Write for an explanatory leaflet to Miss Ellen Walshe, Office of " The Common Cause," 64, 
Deansgate Arcade, Manchester, Agent for the

Scottish Equitable Life Assurance Society.
FOUNDED 1831. Funds £5,700,000.

Head Office s 28, ST. ANDREW SQUARE, EDINBURGH.
London Omcei-18, KINS WILLIAM STREET, E.C. Manchester Office $—37, PRINCESS STREET.

Secretaries would simplify the work by sending in notices of 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS, endorsed with those words, 
with time, place, and speakers legibly written, on one side of the 
paper only, and on a sheet of paper separate from other matter.

(The following reports were held over from last week-') 
BASINGSTOKE. — =;

On July 1st Miss Dorothy Edwards addressed a drawing-room 
meeting for members and friends at Garryowen, by kind permission of 
Mrs. Conran. The speaker told the gathering the main details of 
the work of the National Union done during 1909 down to the 
present time, and explained the nature of the Bill before Parlia- 
ment. Considering that the weather was terribly bad, a good 
number of members attended the meeting and expressed themselves 
very interested in all they heard. Miss Eyre kindly came over from 
Fleet and recited an amusing Suffragist monologue, which was 
greatly appreciated. Mrs. Conran was heartily thanked for her 
past services as secretary. On July 5th the Rev. Ivory Cripps came 
from Swindon, and, despite torrential rain, addressed a good and 
orderly gathering in the Market Place at 8 p.m. The next day was 
fine, and he spoke to the mechanics at Thornycroft’s motor works 
during the dinner hour. On both occasions his speech was a most 
lucid and forceful explanation of Mr. Shackleton’s Bill, and the 
men were most obviously interested and impressed. The Committee 
are most anxious that Mr. Cripps shall pay Basingstoke another 
visit. . - . .
- Miss Edwards organized for several days in Basingstoke, and was 
very pleased with the courteous way she was received everywhere.

The Basingstoke Branch, is to be congratulated on having a hard- 
working and painstaking Committee which has kept the local Member 
of Parliament well supplied with resolutions and letters concerning 
the Bill, for which he ultimately voted.
BIRMINGHAM—SOLIHULL.

On Saturday, July 16th, to raise funds, a Morris Dancing and 
Folk Song Entertainment was given in the garden of Sutton Lodge, 
Solihull, by the girls and children of the Oozells Street Clubs, 
Birmingham. The girls, dressed in coloured print frocks, aprons, and 
sun-bonnets, danced " Maid of the Mill," “ Bean-setting ” (a dance 
dating from Pagan times and commemorating the sowing of seeds 
in spring), “ Blue-eyed Stranger," and other Morris dances, and sang 
delightful folk songs from Somerset, collected by Cecil Sharp; while 
the babies of four to five years old charmed the audience by 
singing and acting the old English games, “ London Bridge," “ Three 
Dukes," " When I was a Young Girl,” etc., or played in the two 
large haycocks on the lawn while the elder ones took their turn.

The Club has been trained by Florence Warren for the Society for 
the Revival of Folk Music and Dancing, and is extremely good, and 
the audience grew most enthusiastic as the performance went on. 
It was a fine day, and tea was served out of doors on another lawn 
at the end of the first part of the performance.

After this interval. Lady Isabel Margesson, introduced by the Rev. 
E. Newman Hall, curate of Solihull, and a pillar of its Society,
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CHELTENHAM.
A well-attended garden meeting was held on Saturday, July 16th, 

at Sandford Lawn, by kind invitation of General and Mrs. Swiney. 
The weather was perfect. In spite of serious disappointments at 
the last moment in the matter of speakers, local supporters supplied 
all deficiencies, Mrs. Swiney giving a spirited address from the 
chair, and the Rev. J. H. Smith, Unitarian minister, delivering an 
eloquent and plain-spoken speech on the rightful claims of women 
and the usurpation of men. A resolution calling upon the Govern- 
ment to give time for the further stages of the Bill was passed 
unanimously.

The Hon. Secretary gave a short account of the two demonstra- 
tions, on the 18th ot June and 9 th of July, at which she had 
carried the Cheltenham banner.

Pamphlets, " Common Causes," etc., were sold. The tea stall did 
a brisk trade, and miscellaneous goods were also sold. There was an 
excellent entertainment, for which an entrance fee of threepence was 
charged, and almost everyone attended this. A new member joined. 
The Government is again being urged to give facilities to the Bill, 
in view of the large majority on the second reading.
CUCKFIELD AND CENTRAL SUSSEX.

We held our first annual meeting in the Queen’s Hall, Cuckfield, 
on the 30th June. About a hundred members and friends were 
present. The report showed that the steady and increasing work of 
the year had resulted in a total membership of 160. Branches of 
the Society had been formed at Cuckfield, Hayward's Heath and 
Hurstpierpoint, and arrangements are being made to extend the 
work to other places in the constituency.

Mrs. Strickland, of Hastings, in an interesting and convincing 
address, showed the need, the justice, and the expediency of giving 
women the vote. Though the goal was not yet reached the speaker 
thought there are many indications of its soon being in sight, and 
her persuasive appeal to her hearers to do all in their power to 
further the cause at this critical moment in its history drew a 
hearty response from the audience, and fourteen new members were 
enrolled.

On July 14th, at the kind invitation of Mrs. Martindale, a garden 
party was held in the grounds of the Congregational Institute at 
Horsted Keynes, to inaugurate a branch of our Society. Miss Merri- 
field, the indefatigable secretary from Brighton, moved a resolution 
supporting the cause, and she was followed by our old and valued 
friend, Mrs. Francis, who gave a really masterly and comprehensive 
address on the whole subject. She began with a humorous review 
of the debate in the House of Commons, and then dealt with the 
question successively from the physical, the moral, and the practical 
points of view. Under the last head she emphasized the fact that a 
very large number of women in England are working not only for 
their own support but for that of their children, and pointed out the 
importance of giving women a chance of seeing that their sisters 
had justice.

Fourteen members were enrolled, and Miss Meyers was appointed 
Secretary, nro tem. We are looking forward to receiving great help 
from the visit of Miss Duncan, the organizer, in August both in 
breaking up new ground and in giving a stimulus to the work 
already in existence
DINGWALL.

A very successful garden party was held on July lith by the 
members of the above Society, in the grounds of the National 
Hotel, Dingwall. The gathering was a brilliant and fashionable one, 
including members and their friends, who were received by Mrs. 
R. Munro-Westfield. After tea, which was served in the gardens, 
the company sojourned to the spacious coffee-room of the hotel, 
where a short musical programme was gone through by members of 
the Society. In the unavoidable absence of Dr. Bruce, The Castle, 
Mr. Newsam introduced the speakers, who were Miss Lumsden 
(President of the Aberdeen Society) and Miss Matheson (Hon. 
Secretary of the Edinburgh Society).

At the close Mr. Robert Munro, assessor, called for a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Newsam, and Mr. Newsam called for a similar compliment 
to Mrs. Robert Munro for getting up such a delightful entertain- 
ment, which gave them the opportunity of hearing such clever 
speaking, and at the same time strengthened their Society and the 
women's cause.
INVERNESS.

Under the auspices of the Inverness Women's Suffrage Society a 
most successful public meeting was held at Nethy Bridge, when the 
speakers were Mrs. Hunter (president) and Mrs. James Fraser 
(secretary), of the Inverness Society. Both ladies received a sym- 
pathetic and attentive hearing. The following resolution was moved, 
seconded, and unanimously passed: " That this meeting, in view of 
the large majority in favour of the second reading of the Women's 
Franchise Bill, urgently calls upon the Government to give time for 
the Committee and other stages necessary for the Bill to become 
law."

It is hoped to form a Women’s Suffrage Society in Nethy Bridge 
at an early date.
LEICESTER.

A public meeting was held on Friday, July 15th, in the lecture room 
of the Temperance Hall, under the joint auspices of the Leicester 
and Leicestershire Women’s Suffrage Society and the National 
Women’s Social and Political Union, in support of Mr. Shackleton's 
Conciliation Bill. The Rev. F. L. Donaldson presided over a large 
and enthusiastic audience, and the speakers were Mr. Henry Nevin- 
son and the Rev. E. W. Lummis, M.A., who respectively proposed 
and seconded a resolution calling on the Government, in con- 
sideration of the large majority for the second reading, to grant 
time for free facilities for carrying through the Bill. A vote of 
thanks to the speakers was proposed by J. M. Gimson, Esq., J.P , 
seconded by J. W. Taylor, Esq., and supported by Mr. Donaldson. 
LLANDUDNO.

Our Suffrage Library is now in full working order, and as a 
source of reference to facts and data is found most useful to 
workers. By lending books among waverers and enemies we are 
able to do a good deal of quiet propagandist work which would 
scarcely have been possible by other means. Our two copies of 
"The Life of Josephine Butler" are constantly out, and it is 
proving an invaluable aid in " missionary " work.

By Appointment.
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LONDON—N. HACKNEY.
Our garden party, held on July 14th at Newlynn, Lordship Road, 

by kind invitation of Councillor and Mrs. E. H. Coumbe, was a 
success in every way. The weather was glorious, and over two 
hundred people attended. The Highbury Ladies' String Band dis
coursed sweet music; there were songs and recitations, a clever 
palmist, cake and candy and literature stalls, a shooting range, and 
other attractions.

Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL D., delivered a most able and hopeful 
address on "The Present Situation." She said we had reached a 
very important and critical moment in the Suffrage movement. We 
had every reason to feel greatly delighted with the large majority in 
the House of Commons in favour of the Women's Bill, considering 
the forces against us, and in spite of the fact that some of those 
whose support we had every right to expect forsook us. The corrected 
majority (109) was larger than any other political measure debated 
before the House of Commons could secure—larger than the majority 
on the Veto resolutions, larger than any that could be secured for 
for Tariff Reform or Free Trade. She claimed that the women's 
movement had made enormous progress. Women were now elected 
as town councillors and as mayors, yet they were considered unfit to 
say which of two men should represent a constituency. She once 
heard the objection that women would vote for the handsomest man 
ably dealt with. The answer was, “ Have you ever seen a Board of 
Guardians?" (Laughter.)

Miss J. Thomson, B.A., made a brief and most telling little speech 
which at once gained us many new members. Short addresses were 
also delivered by the Rev. O. Heming Williams, Councillor E. H. 
Coumbe, Alderman Dr. T. Rushbrooke (chairman), and a cordial vote 
of thanks was passed to Councillor and Mrs. Coumbe.
LONDON—HAMPSTEAD.

A most successful gathering of • our members and their friends 
was held at the Library, Prince Arthur Road, on July 19th, 4—6 
p.m. Miss Emily Davies was in the chair. Lady Frances Balfour 
made a most earnest speech to our members, and proposed a resolu- 
tion expressing the opinion of the meeting that the Government 
should give time for the Women's Franchise Bill to become law. 
This, was seconded by Miss Clementina Black, who made an appeal 
for help from the Hampstead members. Miss Rose Graham gave a 
most interesting address, and Miss Davies made some concluding 
remarks. A very enjoyable meeting was brought to a close by a 
stirring appeal for workers by Mrs. Stanbury. Five new members 
joined the Society.

A very large crowd assembled for our meeting last Thursday 
evening on the Heath. Mrs. Stanbury’* appeal oil the 19th had 
brought several members, who kindly distributed leaflets and sold The Common Cause." Mrs. Stanbury and Miss Cockle both spoke, and Nr- Simpsonu. of the Men's League, kindly came to help us and 
took the chair. There was a good deal of interruption, and several 
questions were asked, but the audience did not seem disposed .to 
Asperse tin our chairman had to declare the meeting closed. The last of our present series of open-air meetings will take place next 
Thursday, when Mrs. Stanbury and Miss A. Dawson will speak.

SIDMOUTH. - . " ,
A meeting in support of the Conciliation Bill was held on Friday, 

8th July, and the resolution was passed. Mr. D. B. Squire was in 
the chair, and the speakers were Miss Hodge (of Sydney), Mrs. 
Randall Vickers, and Lady Lockyer, who explained the Bill. Miss 
Dutton gave a brief history of the Suffrage agitation, and Dr. 
Withers also spoke in favour of the Bill which was, he said, . a 
moderate measure, and bitterness and resentment would follow its 
failure.

SOUTHAMPTON. I
A large garden meeting was held on Monday last at 47, Westwood 

Road, under the kind auspices of Dr. and Mrs. Farquharson. Mrs. 
Pember-Reeves (wife of the ex-High Commissioner of New Zealand) 
was the speaker, and Dr. E. R. Stancomb took the chair. The 
Chairman’s opening remarks dealt with the present political position 
of the cause. Mrs. Pember-Reeves, by a delightfully stimulating 
and witty address, greatly interested her audience. She assured her 
listeners that votes for women would not cause the fearful disaster 
to the country and Empire anticipated by some of our politicians in 
the House of Commons on 11th and 12th July last. On the contrary, 
in New Zealand they had proved a great benefit to the country, 
and also of great educational value to women themselves. She roused 
much laughter when she told them that a great many men who were 
most opposed to the measure before, it became law, expressing it a 
most unladylike and unwomanly thing for a woman to go to the 
poll, were the very men who were most anxious to drive their wives 
there when the vote was won. The resolution was proposed and 
carried, with one dissentient. Miss Cumberland, in seconding the 
resolution made an appeal for speakers and funds for the Southamp- 
ton Society. After a vote of thanks had been given to our host and 
hostess and to the speakers, tea was served upon the lawn. 
Several new members were enrolled, and altogether we had a most 
delightful and profitable afternoon.

Other Societies.
THE ACTRESSES’ FRANCHISE LEAGUE.

On Monday evening, the 18th inst., a very successful meeting was 
held under the auspices of the Actresses’ Franchise League at. 60, 
Onslow Gardens, by kind permission of Mrs. Hylton Dale. The 
speakers were Mrs. Madeline Lucette Ryley, Mr. R. F. Cholmeley (of 
the Men's League for Women’s Suffrage), and the Countess Russell 
was in the chair. The speeches were followed very closely. Mrs. 
Ryley's witty and brilliant speech was intensely interesting, and 
Mr. Cholmeley was most convincing, obviously affecting the audience 
and arousing their enthusiasm. A considerable amount of money for 
the Actresses’ Franchise League was raised.

THE NEW UNION FOR MEN AND WOMEN.
52, Maddox Street, Hanover Square, W.

The New Union who, as their cerise and blue banner proclaims, 
" mean to get women’s enfranchisement now,” took part in the 
procession to Hyde Park on July 23rd. - The platform was occupied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Horn (founders of the New Union), Miss 
Sanders (hon. secretary), and the speakers—Mr. Wilson Horn (chair). 
Miss Francis, Mr. E. Duval, and Mrs. Manson. The resolution calling 
on the Government to provide facilities to enable the Bill to pass 
into law this session was carried, with cheers, by a very large 
audience. In sending the resolution to Mr. Asquith, the Chairman 
has asked him whether he will give the requisite time for the Bill 
to be brought before a Committee of the whole House.

Ten per cent, on all orders to N.U.W.S.S. Funds.
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Forthcoming Meetings.
AUGUST 4.

Keswick—Market Place—Miss C. E. Marshall.
AUGUST 6.

Scarborough—West Pier—Miss le Clere Phillips.
Highgate and North St. Pancras—Mrs. Archibald Little.

8

Woking—Open-air Meeting—Duke Street—Mr.
Yaldwyn.

AUGUST 8.
Scarborough—Clarence Drive—Miss le Clere Phillips.

AUGUST 9.
Scarborough—Esplanade—Miss le Clere Phillips.
Filey—Sands—Miss le Clere Phillips.

AUGUST 10.
Scarborough—Falsgrave—Miss le Clere Phillips.

8
8

Cyril
7.30

Scalby—Miss su Clere Phillips.
London—Kingston Market Place—Open-air 

Ward, Mrs. Rogers.
Meeting—Miss

AUGUST 11.
. Scarborough—Clarence Drive—Miss le Clere Phillips.
Scarborough—West Pier—Miss le Clere Phillips.

AUGUST 12.
Ayton—Miss le Clere Phillips.
Lossiemouth—Town Hall—Miss Helen Fraser, Provost

11.30

1130

p.m.

p.m.
p.m.

p.m.

a.m.
afternoon

11.30 a.m. 
evening

p.m.

11.30
8

a.m.
p.m.

evening

p.m.

8

t Watt.
3.30 and 8

. AUGUST 13.
Woking — Open - air Meeting— Duke Street — Mr. 

Gugenheim.
T.

7.30
AUGUST 17.

London—Kingston Market Place—Open-air Meeting—-Mr. C.
Yaldwin. 8

p.m.

p.m.

AUGUST 20. .
Huddersfield—Black-rock, Linthwaite—Miss Fielden.

AUGUST 21. . ■ . ■■■ ■ —
Leeds—Beeston Park—Miss I. O. Ford, Miss Fielden. 11 a.m.

AUGUST 22. - -
Leeds—Women’s Labour League—East Ward—Miss Fielden.

AUGUST 24. • ' an - ’ w
Leeds—The Misses Ford's Garden Party—Adel Grange. 3 p.m.

AUGUST 26.
London—Kingston Market Place—Open-air Meeting—Miss

Dawson. 8 p.m.
AUGUST 27.

Leeds—Garden Party—Farsley—Miss Fielden.
AUGUST 29.

London—Windsor—At Home—Miss M. Hodge. 8 p.m

PREPAID MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS.
Not exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, 9d.; 2 insertions, la. Bd.; 3 

in»»rtiont, 18. 6d.; 6 insertions, 2s. 9d.; 13 insertions, 5s. 6d. Every 
additional ten words Rd. extra per insertion. All payments for 
Advertisements should be made to the Manager, 64, Doansgate 
Arcade.

MARY McLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walks, Manchester.

Holidays in IREL and—Paying Guests taken in large oom 
fortable country house in Killarney district.—Terme on 

application to Box 101, this office.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible prices for above.
Offers made; if unacceptable, teeth returned. Dealers in 

Old Gold or Silver in any form. Bankers’ references. Straight- 
forward dealing. Woolfall and Company, Southport. _________ 
SUFFRAGE SPEAKERS willing to help, Scarborough Meetings,

August 6th to 12 th, please communicate, Hon. Secretary, Mrs. 
Catt, 4, Pavilion Terrace.

< g ABELLA," for the lips of speakers and singers. Prevents dryness 
I A and cracking. P.O. ■ 6d.—Alexandre, 315, King Street, 

Hammersmith, W.

BONELESS CORSETS, unbreakable. Illustrated List Free._  
Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

Hastings.—Waver ley Hotel and Boarding Establishment. Tariff 
on application.

ETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY.—Furnished House to Let, 8 
rooms, September or October.—Reply, R. T., 3, Norton Road, 

Letchworth.

ANTED, Nurse for three young children, mother helping; 
doctor’s family; good needlewoman, cheerful, kind; good 

references; last nurse stayed ten years.—Apply Mrs. Layton 38, 
Ablewell Street, Walsall, Staffs.

ENLEY GROVE, Henleaze, Durdham Downs, Bristol.— Holiday 
residence, from 25s. weekly.

(COUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT HOMES, Pena’s
> Lane, Erdington, near Birmingham. For Paying Patients. 

(Under the distinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients received in Homes. 
(Caro of one delicate child.) Fully certificated, Hospital-trained 
Nurses sent out on application.—Miss C. Fallows, Matron. Telephone:
537 Erdington. Tele grama: " Nursing, Erdington.”

LONDON

OSTEL FOR LADIES.—Central, highly recommended. —Miss 
Sullivan, 50, Osuaburgh Street, Portland Road Station. Terms 

moderate.

The New Frances Club for Ladies, 425, Strand (entrance in
Harvey’s Buildings). Exceptional moderate tariff, sitting- 

rooms, piano, library. Subscription 6d. weekly.

COMFORTABLE RESIDENCE for students and other ladies, near 
Albert Hall. From 14 guineas weekly.—Miss Ransom, 21, Lexham 

Gardens, Kensington.

UEENSBERRY RESIDENTIAL CLUB FOR LADIES. Terms 
from 21s. Two references.—Secretary, 24, Queensberry Place, 

3. Kensington.

Antiseptic electrolysis, skilfully and effectually por- 
formed; highest medical references; special terms to those 

engaged in teaching, clerical work, etc. ; consultation free.—Miss 
Marion Lindsay, 173, Portsdown Road, Elgin Avenue, W.

VICTORIA CLUB FOR LADIES. Established 1894.—145
Victoria Street, S.W.

Lady wishes others to join holiday, Rhine, Oberammergau.— 
Howell, Brockwell Park Gardens, London.

COMFORTABLE Bed-sitting Rooms for ladies; partial board, 
electric light, bath, telephone.—Miss Moger, 22 High Street, 

Manchester Square, W.

Gaiety Theatre . . Manchester,
This Week—Evenings, 7.30. Matinee, Saturday, at 2 

INDEPENDENT MEANS 
By STANLEY HOUGHTON.

August 8— Every Evening, 7.30. Matinte, Saturday at 2. 
CUPID AND THE . STYX, 

By J. Sackville Martin.
Telephone: 8048 Central.
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NO FREE SAMPLES• 1 lb. sample, 114 each, post free

TEA COFFEE, and COCOA
10 lbs. PURE CHINA TEA .. .. 10/6
10 lbs. PURE COFFEE (freshly roasted), X&KSORBNY 10/6 
10 lbs. PURE COCOA ESSENCE .. .. 10/6
OR A 3 lb. SAMPLE OF EACH (9 lbs. in all) 10/6
Any one of the above Parcels will be sent by return. Post Free, to any address In British
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THE SUFFRAGE SHOP
For the Publication and dissemination of 
Literature dealing with every aspect of 
the Woman’s Movement.

First Publication:

A Pageant of Great Women,
By Cicely Hamilton.

Temporary Publishing Office,
31 BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, W.C.

The R M.S. "Dunottar Castle,”
Of the Union Castle Line (the only large steamer 100 A1 at Lloyd’s 

entirely devoted to Pleasure Gruises) is chartered for
£12 12s. Stockholm, Copenhagen, Lubeck, Dantzig, etc. August 13.
010 10. Oporto Lisbon. Cadiz (for Seville), Gibraltar, Tangier. 

September 16—30.
Also later cruises Adriatic and Venice and Palestine and Egypt.

CRUISING CO., LTD., 5, ENDSLEIGH GARDENS, LONDON, N.W.

A HOUSE FURNISHED for £100.
Illustrated Catalogue Free.

a. HARDY & co..
OLDHAM STREET, and OXFORD ROAD, MANCHESTER 

and CANAL STREET, NOTTINGHAM.

EDINBURGH-Cafe Vegetaria, 3, Nicolson St.
NEXT DOOR TO UNIVERSITY.

Excellent service from happy and well-paid helpers.
Lady Constance Lytton says: " The ideal of what such a 

place should be. Perfect furnishings, food really good, staff 
intelligent and sympathetic."

(Lowest wages paid, 15s. a week of 54 hours, and all meals 
and uniforms provided.)

Agk your grocer for Brook's Dandelion Coffee, also 
Grains of Health Salt.

CARL HENTSCHEL LTD, 
Process Engravers.

HEAD OFFICES:—

182, 183, and 184, Fleet St, London, E.C.
Carl Hentschel Ltd. are the leading 

Specialists in the reproduction of photo 
graphs, drawings, &c., either in line 
hair tone, or colour, for pamphlets, 
books, periodicals, &c.

All the leading publications are illustrated with Carl Hentschel's Blocks

The William Morris 
Press: 42 Albert St.

MANCHESTER.

i Printers for the advanced movement every 
where. Excellence, promptitude and fair prices

NOW READY !

Volume I of The Common Cause.
Bound in the Colours of the N.U.

Price 8/6.
Cases for Binding, complete with title page and index, 2/- each.

Apply THE MANAGER, 64, DEANSGATE ARCADE, MANCHESTER.

Printed by Percy Brothers, Ltd., for the Proprietors, The Common Cause Publishing Co., Ltd., 64, Deanagate Arcade, Manchester.
London Agents: Geo. Vickers, Ange! Court, Strand; W. H. Smith and Soi ", 186, Strand; Wyman, Jld., letter Lane.
Manchester: John Heywood, Deansgate; Abel Heywood and Son, Oldham Street; W. H. Smith and Son, Blackfriars Street. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: W. H. Smith and Son. EdinVurgh and Cla^goa): J. ‘enzies and Co. DvbUn and Belfast: Eeson and Son.


