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( Mo'fcGs oy idiss rhilipj--u sj’truoiiGy on log tGS'b ggsq oi Jirs Ayrton^ s Gipylioa'tion 
for adx.nission as Fellow of the Toyal Society, aientLoned in ’^The CansQ'’ oy 
ifro Ray utraohoy, p.3"7)

--irs Ayrton. The Gause p.377

Sven the R.S.had to give way, and when the question was tested in December, 1922, 
Counsel’s opinion was that women oould no longer be excluded and Mrs Ayrton who 
had been excluded twenty years before (on the ground that under their Charters 
and Statutes women c 'uld not oe elected as Fellows^ would no doubt have bee ad­
mitted but’ for her death in August 1923

I think we can quite fairly assume that Mrs Ayrton would have been elected* 
\J because they had shown their goodwill and freedom from prejitdice in according 
f her the Hughes medal which is an important distinction, and as I ha\?e been told, 

it is most unusual , if not unprecendented to give it to a person who is not a 
Fellow. 2) Because it was generally known it was she who devisedthe method of 
dispersing poison gas from the trenches in the 1914-18 War


