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OUR POINT OF VIEW.
The Home Secretary’s Trick.

Mr. Chancellor, M.P., has sent the following 
letter to the National Political League’s Informa
tion Bureau f or circulation : —

The Home Office,
8th September, 1914.

DEAR Chancellor,
I am sorry I have not been able to reply earlier to your 

letter of 1st September. As 1 egards the Suffragists, as I 
stated in the House of Commons, all the women in prison 
were released and their sentences remitted. I also 
promised that during the war none of those released from 
prison on temporary discharge will be re-arrested, and if 
they report themselves to prison their sentences would 
be remitted. You will see from this that there is no real 
ground for irritation. In fulfilment of my promise no 
Suffragist has been arrested, but I understand that a 
Mrs. Crow was detained by local police in the North of 
England while instructions were being obtained from a 
superior officer, and she was soon set free. I would 
point out that all risk of inconvenience would disappear 
if all those out on temporary discharge would avail them- 
selves of the amnesty and report themselves to prison.

I will consider the other three points mentioned in 
your letter.

Yours very truly,
(Signed) R. McKenna.

Mr. McKenna’s letter sheds a bright light on the 
generosity with which the supposed but altogether 
bogus “ amnesty ” was conceived. Deserters from 
the Army have only to return to duty to be for
given ; the women suffering for freedom’s sake must 
"report themselves to prison.” By making this 
preposterous condition, Mr. McKenna not only con
trives to cut a pose as a magnanimous adminis
trator, but also to achieve for the police what they 
were unable to do by their own efforts, i.e., find out 
the numbers and identity of the various “mice,” 
and the alias each might have assumed. This dis
creditable trick was put forward by the Home Sec
retary in His Majesty's name. A more consummate 
piece of official impudence we do not remember 10 
have encountered.
Mr. Churchill's Democracy.

Another interesting piece of correspondence is the 
letter sent by a Clapham member to the First Lord 
of the Admiralty. It expresses our point of view 
admirably: —

46, Lynette Avenue,
Clapham Common, S.W.,

— Sept. 10, 1914To
Mr. Winston Churchill, M.P.,

First Lord of the Admiralty.
SIR,

My attention has been drawn to an interview between 
yourself and Mr. William G. Shepherd, the representative 
of the United Press Association of America, in which you 
are stated to have said that we are one of the " Demo
cratic nations of the world—the nations, I mean, where 
the people own the Government, and not the Govern- 
ment own the people”; and I feel that, while believing 
that this present war is a just one, and must be fought 
to the end, I must also protest, with all my might, as a 
woman, against the cant which is talked of ‘ the people 
owning the Government.” While no British woman and 
a large fraction of the men have any share in the 
National system of Imperial Government, I for one, mem- 
oer of the Woman’s Freedom League, whose President is 
Mrs; Despard, the honoured sister of our esteemed 
military officer, Sir John French, mean to voice my dis
content till the Liberal promises have been kept, and 
women’s claims considered.

Yours faithfully,
(Mrs.) H. SAMUEL.

The Prime Minister’s Generosity.
Yet another official letter claims our attention. 

W e ask our readers to consider it in connexion with 
Mrs. Despard’s leading article.

(Copy of letter sent by War Office.)
(Form A).

War Office,
Sept. 12th, 1914.

M emorandum for.................... ....
With reference to your application of the.................  

for payment of Separation Allowance and Allotments as 
the wire of................................ , you are informed that the 
same has been forwarded to the Regimental Paymaster, 
Army Pay Office................................ ,..who has been re- 
quested to furnish you with a reply, as well as to return 
certificates.
If your claim sis in order, payment will be made to you 
in due course by the above Paymaster, and all further 
communications on the subject should be addressed to 
him, and not to the War Office.

L. Miles, 
for Assistant Financial Secretary.

This man enlisted nearly a month ago, since 
when his wife has not had a farthing. She applied 
to the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Association in 
her district and was told that if she went to their 
office the next Wednesday she would receive 
two shillings. She was also told to send to the 
Local Government Board for a form to fill in for 
relief from the Prince of Wales’s Fund; to this 
application she has had no answer. It is only a 
short time since “ The Times " made a fine flourish 
of trumpets about Mr. Asquith's " generous con
cessions ” to the wives of the men at the front— 
concessions which sounded well in Mr. Asquith's 
rolling phrases, but which work out in actual fact 
as above. How long are women going to stand it?

TO THE WIVES OF OUR SOLDIERS.
Complaints having been made to our workers that 

women seeking certificates of birth and marriage at 
Somerset House, in order to claim the War Office 
allowance on behalf of their husbands, had been 
charged heavy fees in regard to such certificates; 
we are enabled to make the following statement for 
the information of the public:—

Somerset House is not allowed to issue certificates 
without a fee of 3/7; to meet the present situation, 
therefore, it has been arranged that a “ verification 
order " shall take the place of the certificate and 
shall be issued free in all cases where the applicant 
needs it for War Office purposes.

Local registration officers have been notified that, 
where the officials cannot see their way to issue 
certificates free, the applicants should be told to 
apply to the Registrar-General, Somerset House, 
direct, by letter, giving dates and places of the 
births or marriages of which certificates are re
quired, and verification orders will be returned free 
of charge.

Any woman who has paid the fees at Somerset 
House and sent in the certificate to the War Office, 
should at once write to the War Office for a refund 
of the money. If she has paid the fee, but not yet 
sent in the certificate to the War Office, it should 
be posted to the Registrar-General, Somerset House, 
when it will be exchanged for a verification order 
and money will be returned.

Any woman applying at a local registration office 
should state that her application is for War Office 
purposes. If the local officials do not inform her 
that she can get her certificates free on application 
by letter to Somerset House, she is requested to com
municate at once with Miss C. Nina Boyle, Office of 
the Vote.

AT HEADQUARTERS.
That the London members were right in their 

determination, expressed at a members’ meeting 
last week, to continue making Woman Suffrage the 
dominant factor in the campaign of the Women’s 
Freedom League has been proved by the splendid 
Suffrage meetings held in the Parks and at street 
corners during the last fortnight. We confidently 
anticipate that our indoor meetings during the com
ing autumn and winter months will be equally suc
cessful, and we would direct the special attention of 
our London members to the following arrange- 
menta.

Friday, September 25th, at the Suffrage Club, 
York Street, St. James’s, Mr. Laurence Housman 
will open a discussion on " Sinful Charity.” The 
chair will be taken by Miss Nina Boyle at 8 
o’clock. Discussion will be invited and admission 
will be free, a few seats being reserved at 1/- each; 
tickets for which can be obtained at the W.F.L. 
Office, 1, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

By the kind permission of Mrs. Ronald McAllister 
a meeting will be held at 1, Mount Street, Berkeley 
Square, W., on Wednesday afternoon, October 7th, 
at 3.30, the speaker being Mrs. Despard and Mr. 
Laurence Housman. The chair will be taken by 
Mrs. McAllister. On the following Wednesday 
afternoon, October 14th, our meeting will be held 
at the Suffrage Club, York Street, St. James’s, 
S.W., when the chief speaker will be the Rev. C. 
Baumgarten, who has chosen for the subject of his 
address: “ War and Franchise.”

Mrs. Despard’s Birthday Party will take place on 
Saturday evening, October 10th, at the Portman 
Booms, Baker Street, W. A members’ meeting will 
be held the following Monday at the W.F.L. office, 
when we hope to have short speeches from Mrs. 
Despard, Miss Eunice Murray, Mrs. Schofield 
Coates and Mrs. Tippett, and the chair will be 
taken promptly at 8 o’clock by Miss Anna Munro.

V,ote Sellers.—-Again we appeal for more volun
teers to sell our paper in the streets of England, 
Scotland and Wales. Now more than ever we want 
the public to be acquainted with the women’s point 
of view. We have not yet secured women’s political 
enfranchisement, and there must be no slackening 
of effort on our part until victory is secired. 
Names of volunteers will be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, W.F.L. Office, 1, Robert Street, 
Adelphi, W.C.

DEAR Fellow MEMBERS,
Once more and very urgently I appeal to you to 

support our little organ, The Vote. ' It is no exag
geration to say that, if every member of the League 
would pay a penny for each weekly number, our 
anxiety would be over. I appeal to individuals and 
I also appeal to Branches. My earnest request is 
that until the war is over and our advertisements 
return, they will take The Vote, not on the usual 
trade terms, but on a payment of one shilling for 
thirteen copies. It is only in this way that we shall 
be able to carry on our organ. Surely, that is not 
too great a sacrifice. Every member of the League 
will agree with me that it would be not only a 
calamity, but a disgrace, to drop at this critical 
moment, when we need it so sorely, the paper which 
is our medium of communication one with the 
other. I am compelled to speak strongly, for the 
occasion is urgent. My fellow members would cer
tainly blame me later if I did not now make our 
need known.

I remain, yours sincerely,
C. DESPARD.

OUR TREASURY.
NATIONAL FUND.

(Now including Branch and District F unds.)
Amount previously acknowledged: October,

1907, to December, 1913 ... ±19,320 OS. »
Amount previously acknowledged 2112 7 6
Special Levy for General Election-

Mrs. Walter Carey 5 0
Mid-London Branch 17 0
Per Glasgow Branch
Mrs. Anderson, Senr. 4 0
Mrs. Anderson, Junr..................... 4 0
Miss Mary Morrison .............. 2 0
Southampton Branch .............. 4 0

Political and Militant Fund—
Mrs. Fulton 0 10 0

Special Emergency War Fund—
Miss Boyle ......................... 4 0 0
Miss Underwood .............. 4 0 0
‘ A Friend” ... ... ... 2 10 0
Mrs. Huntsman 5 0
Mrs. M. Sohn ......................... 5 0
Brighton i and Hove Branch ... 2 5 0

13 5 0
Mrs. Despard (Legacy of the late Mrs.

Bastian) .............. 50 0 0
Miss M. I. Saunders .............. 10 0
Mrs. Tudor ......................... 5 0
Miss E. Josephine Cooke 4 0
Mrs. Finden .............. ... 2 6
Mrs. C. Stephens 2 6
Mrs; Lilian Basford 1 0
Mrs. Elsie M. Dunman 1 0
The Honble. Mrs. Forbes 1 0
Per Miss Hunt ... 1 0
Mrs. Johnson ......................... 1 0
Miss Florence Karpeles 1 0
Mrs. K. Maurice 1 0
Mrs. R. Sky 1 0
Mrs. L. Sumner 1 0
Mrs. Wilcockson 1 0
Mrs. Jack Reid.............. 6
Refreshments (per Mrs. Fisher) 8 9

• Collections ... .............. 1 15 7
Office Sales 8 6

Branches—
Catford ......................... 0 14 0

‘ Chester ... .............. 6 0 0
Kensington 1 17 6

Capitation Fees—
Catford ... .............. 6 0
Edinburgh ... .............. 2 0 0
Nine Elms 2 0 0

£2,195 13 4

Cheques to be made payable to The Women’s FREEDOM 
LEAGUE, and Crossed " London and South-Western Bank, 
Ltd.”

American dentistry.
DR. GOLDBERG, U.S.A.

435, STRAND, W.C. (Next Door to Gatti’s Restaurant).
Telephone Gerard 4642. Hours 10 to 7. Saturdays, 10 to 1.

The Fear of the Dental Chair abolished.—I guarantee 
absolute painless treatment in all my work, and by my own 
device. I successfully do away with Plates by the modern 
method of Bar and Bridge Work. Nurse always in atten- 
dance. All Extractions absolutely painless.

The following Testimonial speaks for itself :
Dear Sir,—I have been very satisfied wiih the excellent and 

easy fitting double plates which you have made for me. Within 
a period of over six years I have had five different plates made by 
highly recommended dentists in the States and Canada, but I 
have had to discard them owing to their bad fit. This speaks 
most favourably for your special way of treating a difficult 
formation of roof in so satisfactory a way. Wishing you all 
success,.

I remain, yours sincerely.
R. J. C. WOLSELEY.

Stafford, March 16th, 1914.

Please Note Address—
435, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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The Editor is responsible for unsigned articles only. 
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YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOU.
Everywhere the same notice meets our eye. Your 

country is in danger. Come in your thousands; 
come in your tens of thousands. You may have 
great and onerous responsibilities—a mother whom 

. it has been your pride and happiness to keep from 
harsh treatment by the Poor Law; a wife, young 
children; a home with a few little decencies and 
comforts—never mind these! Let them go! You 
may return to find your mother in the workhouse; 
your house bare, your wife broken down under the 
burden of feeding, clothing and housing her chil
dren, on the small allowance granted to her by the 
State or obliged—she the wife of one of the heroes 
whose steadiness and valour have been so justly 
extolled—to sell up some of the furniture, which 
she and you had been able to get together in your 
life of industry. Nothing of all that matters; your 
country needs you. Go to the nearest recruiting 
centre and join the new army.

Let it be clearly understood: we would not dare 
to discourage recruiting. This war is on us! The 
very existence of Great Britain as an independent 
nation is at stake. Moreover, no man feels more 
keenly than the women of the nation feel that since 
it must be done “ ‘twere well it were done 
quickly.” If, by almost superhuman efforts, we 
can shorten this war; if we can crush the militarism 
“made in Germany,” but not confined to that un
happy land; if we can put a quick end to bar
barities which, we hear on good authority, are being 
perpetrated by our foe, then any and every sacrifice 
ought to be made. It is true we do not consider it 
our business to become recruiting sergeants. When 
unknowing men in our great audiences have advised 
us to go home and mind the baby, we have con- 
sidered it an impertinence. Women know what 
their work is and the great majority of them do 
it. We believe that it is so with men. In times of 
national peril they have always done their duty. 
They will do so now. Of this we are fully con
vinced.

What we desire to point out is that the women 
and children, the aged and infirm, whom, at the 
bidding of their country, the men leave behind are 
not being justly and properly cared for. Nor are 
they treated by those who distribute what they are 
pleased to call " relief ” with the respect due to 
free and independent citizens. Stories which can 
easily be authenticated are abroad of women being 
advised to sell their furniture and go into smaller 
rooms. When the wife of a man who has enlisted, 
leaving her often without any money at all, goes to 
a depot of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Asso
ciation, she is told that a lady will call and 

enquire. In many cases three or four days pass 
before the enquiry is made, and then five shillings, 
or if there are six or seven children, a larger sum 
is given, and nothing more will be heard for a week. 
Often she will have to go to the office again 
and another small sum will be given. In the mean
time she will have to pawn and sell her things or 
to apply for help to friends and neighbours.

None but those who have seen how the present 
system, or no system, works, can have any concep
tion of the misery, the hopeless dejection, that it 
causes.

It may be said that all this is exaggerated. The 
wives of our soldiers must know that, sooner or 
later, they will be attended to. We assert with 
knowledge that these women, who have never been 
treated with consideration by the authorities, have 
no confidence in the State. We maintain also that 
when, generally at the end of a month, the Govern
ment allowance is sent to them, with, in most cases, 
three and sixpence a week from the men’s pay, it 
is not enough to live upon. Seven and sevenpence a 
week far the wife, one and twopence a week for each 
child. Which of us would like to try our 
hand at living upon that? Certainly we should 
soon give it up.

But there is a deeper depth than this. Men, in 
many cases, are sons as well as husbands and 
fathers. The mothers or disabled fathers may 
depend upon them. They may have been helping 
widowed mothers to bring up the younger children. 
Yet these have no claim upon the State.

In noble and emphatic words, Mr. Asquith 
pledged himself and the nation to generous support 
of all the soldiers’ and sailors’ dependents—not 
charity—not relief, but the support, which is un
doubtedly their due. Prince of Wales’ Fund and 
charity institutions should have nothing to do with 
the business. It lies between the nation and the 
brave men who are fighting her battles. Let a 
special tax be imposed for this purpose. If it is 
ear-marked no one will complain. Let the wives 
and mothers receive their money weekly, as they 
had been accustomed to receive the wages of their 
men. It could be arranged from the Post Offices; 
and after a very short time there would be no diffi
culty.
Some of us have seen pathetic letters from 
men about to embark for the seat of war, expressing 
their fear that the wife and children would be 
pinched. One fine fellow, urged to enlist, 
answered: “ Yes, I would, if I could be sure that 
my mother would be cared for. I have tried to 
keep her out of the workhouse. I don’t want to 
find her there when I come back.” Surely these 
men would join more readily; surely they would go 
into the perils of the battle-field with greater heart 
if they knew that their families were being properly 
supported. " Your country needs you.” Not to 
the men of the nation alone is the cry going forth. 
Never in the whole history was there a time when 
the women of the land—-the brave, uncomplaining, 
heroic mothers and wives, and nurses and teachers 
—were more needed than they are now.

As, day after day, we watch processions of young 
men, strong and resolute, pass with swinging step 
along our streets; as we think of the thousands who 
have fallen, of the thousands who will fall before 
this war is over, our thoughts turn instinctively to 
the homes that they have left. We think of the 
babes, the little children, the girls and hoys attend
ing our schools—of those who are to be the nation 
of to-morrow, and we cry out to our fellow-women, 
"Your country needs you.” If these are to grow 
up into a strong maturity, if when militarism and 
all it means is over, they are to possess the char-

acter, the determination, the knowledge, which will 
enable them to buld up a peace that cannot be 
shaken, we, the women, must be at work now.

But even women cannot make bricks without 
straw. While the Government allowance to soldiers 
and sailors’ wives is what it is; while, when their 
men fall, they are promised no more than five shil
lings a week, is it to be expected that they will 
bring up healthy and capable children?

Let the country realize that it does indeed need 
the women; that it needs them no less than it needs 
the men, and there will be an end of impertinent 
prying and of foolish parsimony.

We recommend to the Government as the best 
means of stimulating enlistment that a jus ter and 
more adequate provision be made for mothers and 
wives.

C. DESPARD.

How Domestic Industries can be 
Re-organised by Women.

During the present national crisis, when women 
are being called with some degree of dignity into 
council and co-operation with men, when social 
problems are being approached by those in high 
places, from the inside, instead of from the surface 
only; when questions of feeding the masses of our 
population, and of feeding them wholesomely and 
scientifically are under consideration, it behoves 
women, the natural feeders and nurturers of the 
race, to come forward with well-thought-out and 
suitable plans for reorganising, on the lines of 
Twentieth Century industrial development, these 
temporarily lost domestic industries, through which 
they, in the past, fed and clothed the people. The 
Committee of the Woman Suffrage National Aid 
Corps considered in all its bearings this question at 
its last week’s meeting, and it was decided that an 
article on the lines of the debate should be written 
for this week’s Vote. We women, now taking coun
sel together, desire to re-found on a stable basis for 
the future the Women’s Domestic Industries, which 
have been removed from the home. We desire, at 
the same time, to re-establish the dignity of women 
who work in these industries as the feeders, and 
the nurturers of the race. In order to do this, food 
and clothing must be produced by us under abso
lutely pure conditions, and its production and dis
tribution must be organised on a co-operative basis. 
Speakers for the Suffrage, when tracing the evolu
tion of the Twentieth Century Woman Movement, 
frequently point out to their audiences how the 
various domestic industries, such as baking, brew- 
ing, butter and cheese making, weaving, spinning, 
fruit preserving, washing and still-room work, have 
been gradually, during the last fifty years, taken by 
men out of the home (where they were carried on 
for use) and have been now organised outside the 
home, and carried on for profits. We have further 
pointed out that the products of these domestic 
industries have, in consequence of the ‘ profit ’ ele
ment, all deteriorated in quality, and, as a result, 
women's great maternal function, as the feeder and 
nourish er of the race, has seriously suffered. 
“Bread like mother makes” is the fraudulent cry of 
the baker desirous of pushing wares which, being 
kneaded and baked for profit, do not contain the 
bone and teeth-making ingredients which the flour, 
ground between mill-stones, and kneaded and baked 
by mothers of the past, contained. The cottage- 
brewed, unadulterated beer, did not create an arti
ficial thirst, as does the beer made by the brewer 
for profits ; and the home-made jams were genuine 
mixtures of fruit and sugar (or honey) instead of 

being coloured compounds of glucose, pips and fla
vourings. The washing was carried on in homes 
with the primary object of providing clean, whole- 
some linen for body and household use, while the 
methods used in cleansing ensured a fair treatment 
of that linen; the washing done in steam laundries 
is undertaken primarily to pay a dividend to the 
shareholders, and only secondarily to return to the 
customer at the end of the week the linen, on which 
bleaching liquids, wringing and washing machines 
have worked their wicked will. Beside all which— 
and this is the most discouraging side of the ques
tion—women in this commercialising process have 
been dethroned from their control and queenship of 
domestic industries, and have been made the ill- 
paid wage-slaves of these man-owned and managed 
commercial enterprises.

The suggestion is that we should follow, in part, 
the lines of the Belgian co-operators, and begin with 
bread-making from stone-ground flour, thus ensur
ing the use of all the nourishing constituents of the 
wheat. Our customers must be from the first the 
thousands of organised women whose aim is the 
political, social and economic freeing of women in 
order that they may take their place with men 
in the conscious evolution of the race. The 
W.S.N.A.C. invites correspondence and practical 
offers of help and finance for this scheme. A second 
article, giving details of the Belgian Co-operative 
Bakery, will appear next week, and will point out 
how our brave allies in Belgium helped to solve, in 
times of peace, the problem of feeding a population 
which is denser to the square mile than any other 
population of Europe.

DORA B. Montefiore.

OUR SUGGESTION COLUMN.
Valuable suggestions have been received as to the 

forms into which the activity of Suffragists might 
be directed. We propose, therefore, to open a sug
gestion column, and are glad to have the oppor- 
tunity of giving our correspondents a wider hearing. 
It will be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse all the views or support all the suggestions 
we have received. We hope, however, that they 
will provoke discussion, and that, in some cases, 
even if not feasible for adoption by the W.F.L. or 
the W.S.N.A.C., they may be taken in hand by 
individual readers of The Vote.

Mrs. Margaret J. Scott, of Pennant Hall, Abermule, 
Montgomeryshire, proposes the formation of Red Cross 
soup kitchens. She says that a cup of good Scotch Broth, 
or other soup, containing vegetables and meat, can be 
sold for id. a cup; coffee, tea, or cocoa, with bread and 
butter for }d. a cup; a child’s portion of rice and milk 
with sugar, or oatmeal and milk for |d. Roast beef, boiled 
beef or beef steak pudding can be sold for 3d.; jam roll 
and other puddings for id. These prices will more than 
pay the price of the provisions provided, but do not 
include the rent of kitchen, coal and paid help. Mrs. 
Scott gives an account of a kitchen, which she carried on 
some years ago in Westminster, which she believes will be 
interesting to individuals or societies about to embark on 
similar work. She writes: " We fed as many as sixty wo- 
men a day. We never gave away food; it was always paid 
for. Our patrons included shirt makers, earning 5s. 
a week, and uniform makers, who earned 12s. weekly. It 
was wonderful to see the change our good cheap food made 
in their appearance.” Mrs. Scott will be happy to send 
further details to anyone who cares to write to her on the 
subject.

‘[‘HE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE announce a 
I DISCUSSION MEETING at the Suffrage Club, 3, 

York Street, St. James’s, S.W., on Friday, September 
25th, at 8 p.m. Subject: “ Sinful Charity.” Opener : 
Laurence Housman, Esq. Admission Free. Collection. 
Discussion. A few Reserved Seats at 1/-. Tickets to be 
obtained from the Women’s Freedom LEAGUE OFFICE, 1, 
Robert Street, Adelphi, Strand, W.C.
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WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE NATIONAL 
AID CORPS.

The Women’s Suffrage National Aid Corps held a 
meeting at 1, Robert Street, Adelphi, on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 10th, and formed itself into a general Council, with 
an executive committee composed of Lady Aberconway, 
Mesdames Montefiore, Tretton, Thomson, Turner, Misses 
Arnold and Boyle—the Corps officials being members ex 
officio.

It was resolved " To support Mrs. Turner in the Hack- 
ney district (where she has the offer from Mr. Wellesley of 
his mission-house, kitchen and rooms), in providing meals 
for mothers and young children. A sum of £10 was 
allocated to start this depot. To support Mrs. Monte
fiore in her effort to secure a movement on a co-operative 
basis for women to engage in the manufacture of stone- 
milled bread, ‘ for use and not for profit,” on the lines 
already established in Belgium. Mrs. Montefiore under-
took to write fully on this subject in the Vote.

To watch the results of the work of the W.S.N.A.C. 
Middlesbrough, where a co-operative supply of meals 
being established, and to ask Mrs. Schofield Coates 
report on the success of the scheme.

Mrs. Despard announced the opening of a work-room

is 
to

at
21, Edgware Road, by kind assistance of Mrs. Arthur; 
and asked that orders for clothing might be sent.

The Hon. Treasurer, Miss Lind-af-Hageby, would le 
glad to receive the affiliation fees of (a) members, 1/-; 
(b) branches of the W.F.L. 5/-.
Brighton and Hove.

A Branch of the Women’s Suffrage National Aid Corps 
has been formed in Brighton with Miss Hare as permanent 
Chairman of a Committee at present consisting of:—Miss 
Close, Hon. Secretary of the Church League for Women’s 
Suffrage; Miss Busse, Hon. Secretary of the Catholic Wo
men’s Suffrage Society; Miss Bennett, Secretary of the 
local Women’s Suffrage Club; Miss Cobb, and Miss Red- 
fern, members of the W.S.P.U., and Dr. Edmonds, thus 
representing various Societies for the Women’s Cause, in 
concerted.'effort to alleviate the distress caused by the 
prevalent unemployment to both women and children. 
Miss Cobb is Hon. Treasurer to the Corps, and Miss Wolff 
Van Sandau its Secretary pro tem.

A workroom, giving relief employment to needlewomen, 
has already been started under the guidance of a Sub- 
Committee. Dr. Edmonds is arranging classes for training 
assistant nurses to enable them to undertake cases of par
tial nursing when a. whole-day qualified nurse is not essen
tial.

Other schemes, such as an Employment Registry, with 
the view of starting in new lines of employment women 
and girls thrown out of work, and the providing of cheap 
meals for the necessitous are also under consideration.

Money gifts for carrying on the
needed, also orders and materials 

M.

work are urgently

Ipswich
A meeting of the National Aid 

tember 10th. Several members

for the work-room.
Wolff Van Sandau.

Corps was held on Sep-
- - - brought books neatly

bound, and others were taken to mend, as we have prom- 
ised to repair the books sent to the Missions to Seamen, 
for the Fleet. We have sent packets of books

»appears that most of the work is to be done by women, as 
is usually the case, but they are refused representation. 
The Sale Branch has sent a resolution to all the members 
of the committee, protesting against this instance of male 
monopoly. We have in the past had great support in our 
Sale Branch from women of German nationality, who are 
now suffering most severely. The Women’s Freedom 
League is international as well as non-party, and will 
deplore that the exigencies of war should lead to unneces- 
sary persecution. In one case not only has the husband 
been taken prisoner, but the wife has been refused her own 
money by her banker.

We have started working parties in Manchester and 
Sale to make clothes for destitute children, and material 
will be gratefully received. Constance E. Andrews. 
Glasgow.

The Branch of the Women’s Suffrage National Aid Corps 
held a meeting on Thursday, September 10th, at 70, St. 
George’s Road, when Miss Bunten presided. Schemes of 
work were discussed and the following plans adopted, as 
most fitting to relieving the distress: —(1) The shop to be 
utilised as a workroom for girls thrown out of employment’ 
(2) These girls to be employed in making garments at the 
minimum rate of 2/6 a day for 5 days a week; (3) The 
garments to be distributed among the Belgian refugees; 
(4) Representation to be secured on the Central and local 
Relief Committees and help to be given to those com- 
mittees.

Funds are urgently needed to carry out these schemes 
and the W.S.N.A.C. confidently appeals to members to give 
what support they can. Miss Steven, the Treasurer for 
this special work, will be glad to receive contributions. An 
excellent open-air meeting was held last Friday evening, 
September 11th, in Peel Street, Partick. Miss Bunten 
presided. Miss Broughton explained the aims and objects 
of the Women’s Suffrage National Aid Corps. The au
dience accorded both speakers a very sympathetic hearing. 
The Vote sold well.
Edinburgh.

At meetings held on the 2nd and 9th inst., the Branch 
considered the form in which W.S.N.A.C. work could 
best be undertaken locally. It was decided to seek repre- 
sentations on the Ward Committees which are to admin
ister the Relief Fund, and to ask members to give all 
contributions to that fund or any other through the 
Branch. Our chief efforts, however, are to be directed 
to a scheme for giving employment to some of the women 
thrown out of work on account of the war. The Shop will 
be used as a workroom and a number of members have 
already promised supervision. Mrs. Thomson, Mrs. Bates 
and Miss Wood were appointed as a Sub-Committee in 
charge of the work, Miss Nannie McLaren being Hon. 
Treasurer. Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Simpson have offered 
sewing machines, Miss Dorothy Simpson has done the 
typewriting work necessary to set the scheme on foot, and 
Miss Scott has generously promised the necessary furnish- 
ings. Members are asked for (1) donations of warm 
clothing suitable for cutting down and re-making; (2) the 
promise of a weekly levy (3d. per week per member would 
ensure the success of the scheme) ; (3) donations towards 
the initial cost. Miss McLaren gratefully acknowledges 
the following donations received to date: —

and 
are 
two 
and 
hos-

games to the Concentration Camp here. We 
hoping to place three refugees. We have had 
nice packets of clothing sent us for distribution, 
several covers for glasses, jugs, etc., to forward to a 
pital, have been made by members. It was arranged to 
have a sewing afternoon for repairing garments sent to us 
and making others out of small pieces of material. 
The Secretary undertook to see that all garments were 
clean and ready for repairing. It was decided to start 
the regular weekly meetings of the Women’s Freedom 
League on Thursday, September 17th, at 8 p.m., with a 
" Hard-up Supper.”

Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs.

Paterson
S. L. Munro 
A. B. Jack 
Gibbs

Misses McLaren

£
5

Manchester and Sale.
Much difficulty has been experienced in Manchester in 

connection with W.S.N.A.C. work, because of the ineffer- 
tive way in which many of the relief bodies are organised. 
However, we found one working very satisfactorily, the 
Unemployment Relief Sub-Committee, to which we offered 
our services. We find out and report cases of distress 
which are promptly dealt with. We have been asked to 
send six of our members to serve on the Longsight Distress 
Committee. We have visited the queues of women waiting 
t J receive relief from the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families 
Relief Committee and fully endorse what the newspapers 
have said as to the bad way in which the giving of relief 
has been organised. Women have had to stand for hours 
and, at the end of that time, many have come away with 
only one shilling. The Government ought at once to pro- 
vide an adequate sum for wives of men who are fighting 
the nation’s battles, and thus save them the degradation 
of standing in queues begging for a small sum whereby to 
eke out their miserable pittance. These women will most 
of them be Suffragettes before the war is over.

. In Sale we are face to face with a Relief Committee con
sisting entirely of men—^twenty-three men—and not one 
woman. At a meeting recently held, I protested on behalf 
of the W.S.N.A.C., that no women were included. It

Miss 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss

Harvey 
Russell 
Jackson 
Simpson 
McLachlan 
Stirton 
Johnston 
Burnett 
Bliss 
Sutherland

Misses Holmes
Mrs. 
Miss 
Mr. 
Miss 
Miss

Dods
Clapperton 
Hepburn 
Beck 
Ligertwood

Sympathisers

1

1

8.
0
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10
10
10

5
5
2
2
2
2
2
2

10
2
1

6
5

10
0
2
2

d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0
6 
6
6 
6
6 
6 
0
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0
6 
6

Total ... 12 4 6

Make the home bright by using 
William CLARKE & SON’S

COAT.
LOWEST SUMMER PRICES.

Silkstone ... ... 26/- I Best Nuts ... ... 23/6 I
Best Household 24/6 I Roaster \ uts ... 22/-
Special House .. 241 I Large Kitchen ... 21/6 |

Coke ... . 13/- per Chaldron.

Anthracite Nuts... 39/-

341, Gray's Inn Road, King's Cross, W.C. ‘Phone. 3656 North

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: W.F.L.
LONDON AND SUBURBS.

--- , 1 Thursday, September 17.—" The 
urre W Blackhorse,” Woodside. Open-air
‘—Pie Meeting, 7.30 , p.m. Speaker: Miss
FOR 2 F. Price.

I Svmdayj September 20.—BROCK WELL
y“I —. / PARK, 11.30. Miss Nina Boyle. RE- 
\ / gent’s PARK, noon. Mrs. Mustard
. M . and Mr. J. Y. Kennedy. • Chair: Miss 

9g Le Croisette.
DARE TOBE Monday, September 21.—Head-

FREE. quarters Office, 1, Robert Street.
Speakers’ Class, 7.30, conducted by Miss Boyle. KFN- 
sington CORNER, LANCASTER ROAD and BL.ENTIFIM CREs 
CENT, 8 p.m.

Tuesday, September 22.—Corner Amhurst Park and 
Stamford Hill. Open-air Meeting, 8 p.m. Speaker: Miss 
Nina Boyle.

Friday, September 25.—Discussion Meeting at the 
Suffrage Club, 3, York-street, St. James’s, S.W. Opener: 
Mr. Laurence Housman. Subject: “Sinful Charity.” 
Chair: Miss Nina Boyle. Admission Free. Discussion. 
Few reserved seats is. Tickets from W.F.L. Office.

Sunday, September 27.—Regent’s Park, noon. Brock- 
well Park, 11.30 a.m.. Clapham Common, 5.30.

Monday, September 28.—Kensington, .corner Lancas er- 
road and Blenheim-crescent, 8 p.m. Miss Rushbrooke.

Friday, October 2.—Mid-London Branch Meeting, 1, 
Robert Street, 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 7.—1, Mount-street, Berkeley- 
square. Mrs. Ronald McAllister " At Home " to mem
bers and friends of W.F.L. Speakers: Mr. Laurence 
Housman and others. 3,30 p.m

Saturday, October 10.—PORTMAN Rooms. Mrs. Des
pard’s Birthday Party, 8 p.m.

Monday, October 12.—W.F.L. Office, 1, Robert-street, 
Adelphi, W.C. Members' meeting, 8 p.m. Speakers: 
Mrs.. Despard and others.

Wednesday, October 14.—Public Meeting at the Suffrage 
Club, 3, York Street, St. James’, S.W., 3.30. The Rev. 
C. Baugmgarten. " War and Franchise.” Admission

PROVINCES.
Thursday, September 17.—IPSWICH. First weekly meet

ing. "‘ Hard-up Supper,” 8 p.m.
Tuesday, September 22.—Sale. Y.W.C.A. Rooms, School 

Road. Branch meeting open to sympathisers. 3 p.m. 
Manchester, 79, Piccadilly, Branch meeting open to sym- 
pathisers, 7,30.

Tuesday, September 22.—BRIGHTON and Hove. Sewing 
Meeting at 8 p.m., 8, San Remo, Hove. And every 
Tuesday until further notice.

OTHER SOCIETIES.
Monday, October 5.—St. Albans’ Debating Society. 

Debate: "‘ Women’s Work in Local Government v. the 
Suffrage Agitation.” To be opened by Miss Boyle on the 
Suffragist side.

Sunday, October 11.—Kingston Humanitarian Socy, 
Fife Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. Lecture by Miss 
Andrews,. “War—and after?” 7 p.m.

BRANCH NOTES.
Croydon—Office : 32a, The Arcade.

Branch meeting, September 11th. It was decided to have 
a collecting card printed, setting forth the objects for which 
money was needed for the local work of the Women's Suf- 
fi age National Aid Corps. Miss Becher brought in the first 
collection for the W.S.N.A. C. It was also decided to hold 
a few out-door suffrage meetings and to explain to the 
public the present work that the Women’s Freedom League 
has taken in hand. Several members have pro nised to help 
at the children’s dinner centres, the mothers’ dining-rooms, 
and at the free creche, if we can get the last established.
Kensington.

Mrs. Tanner was the speaker at the open-air meeting on 
Monday. She gave a most comprehensive account of the 
position of women and children as affected by the war, 
and of the work that women are doing in the present 
crisis. The work and objects of the Women’s Suffrage 
National Aid Corps was explained and much sympathy was 
shewn by an unusually large audience. The speaker con- 
eluded by an eloquent appeal that women, who although 
not actually fighting, are doing so much to relieve distress 
and to preserve the stability of the country, shall no longer 
be excluded from the councils of the nation. The audience 
applauded and crowded round to buy the Vote, which was 
quickly sold out. Marian Reeves.
Streatham and Thornton Heath.

A meeting of members was held on Wednesday evening, 
9th inst., at the house of the treasurer, Mrs. Wright, 1, 
Bournevale Road, Streatham, S.W. The case of a soldier’s 
wife in distress in Streatham was bi ought forward and 
discussed, the Secretary stating that she had brought the 
case to the notice of the War Office. An open-air meeting, 
to be held on Streatham Common, on Wednesday, 16th 
inst., at 3.30 p.m., was arranged. The Branch is hoping 
for great things from this meeting, at which Miss Boyle 
is going to speak on " Women and the War.”
Middlesborough.

On Tuesday a Committee Meeting was held at 35, Albert 
Terrace. Much dissatisfaction was expressed that the 
Women’s Freedom League and other women’s organisa- 
tions were not represented on the Citizen Committee, and 
Mrs. Schofield Coates and Mrs. Walker were elected to 
meet representatives from the Women’s Guilds, and other 
women’s organisations, to put forward suggestions and 
schemes for relieving distress. The next business meeting 
will be held in Hinton’s Cafe, Monday, September 28th.

We are asked by Mr. H. R. S. Leveson Gower to say 
that he has severed his connexion with the Field Hospital, 
which the Men’s Society for Women’s Rights propose to 
form at Harwich.

IN THE PARKS.
Clapham Common.

Mrs. Tanner was the speaker on Sunday evening, and in 
spite of the cool breeze, the audience grew in numbers, 
and interest quickened as the time went on. A satisfac
tory collection was taken, and the Vote sold out. Miss 
St. Clair once more took the chair.
Regent's Park.

On Sunday, 6th inst., Mrs. Tanner was the speaker at 
the Mid-London Branch Meeting in Regent's Park. The 
audience was evidently affected by the touching picture she 
drew of the effect of war on the women and children.

On the 13th inst., Miss Nina Boyle was the speaker, and 
there was no doubt about the fact that her description of 
the treatment experienced by the wives of the soldiers and 
reservists was fully appreciated by her listeners. They 
apparently fully sympathised with the objects * of the 
W.S.N.A. Corps.

Mrs. Hyde presided on both occasions.

Visit the Women’s Freedom League 
Merchandise Department.

at Headquarters, 1, Robert-st., Adelphi. You will find 
Tea, Coffee, Cocoa, Chocolate, Jam, Marmalade, Jellies, 
Butter Beans, Split Peas, Haricots, Biscuits, and other 
Groceries; also Blouses, Underclothing, Stockings, Gloves, 
and all kinds of Haberdashery. All Profits help to 

support “THE VOTE"

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FRANCHISE CLUB.
9, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, London, W.

FOR MEN AND WOMEN.
valuable Lending and Reference Library for 

Members. English and Foreign Books dealing 
with every aspect of the Women's Movement.

Members enrolled as Associates by paying 5/6 per annum -

o • SUBSCRIPTION.
Town, 2 Guineas; Country, 1 Guinea & 10/6; Foreign, 10 6

LUNCHEONS, 1/8. DINNERS, 1/6.
All particulars—SECRETARY. Tel.: 8932 Mayfair.

. ELEGANT
EYE-GLASSES

At'Very Moderate Prices.
Mr. McCLEAN will be pleased to 
tset the eyes of readers of this paper 

$ entirely free of charge and advise 
thereon.

By our method of testing the sight 
and fitting the individual face, per
fect satisfaction is assured, both with 

• regard to sight and comfort in wear.
Gold-filled Spectacles and Pince-Nez 

From 5/- per pair.
We hold a large selection of LOUIS 
LORGNETTES, as illustrated, latest 

designs, at 15s.
A. E. McCLEAN,

Opthalmic Optician.
3 7, ALDWYCH, W.C. 

(Under the Waldorf Hotel.)
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MADAME JARDINE 
makes

60, Dingwall Road, Elegant and ■ ■ 
crqydon. Simple Gowns 

From Three Guineas.

A Tempting Offer
To anyone naming THE VOTE, and 
sending 3d. stamps. we will send post 
free 2-lb. sample of NUTTER, the finest 
cooking fat in the world, and a complete 
list of our preparations, with food tables 
and much useful information.

MAPLETON'S, SVESTSSL.
Islington Dental Surgery.

69, UPPER STREET, N,

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
Mr. Fredk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon.

Established 35 Years.

Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man, Fee 7/6. 
Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. N.B.—No Showcase at door. 
CONSULTATIONS FREE. Telephone 3795North.

DO YOU WANT GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY ?
If so, do your shopping with the firms that advertise in 
“THE VOTE,” You help them, they help us; everybody 

is satisfied.
ALSO: Tell them you support them because they 

support “THE VOTE,” and send your receipt for the 
amount spent, to the Advertisement Manager, “THE 
VOTE,” 2. Robert Street, Adelphi, London, W.C.

Holland House Laundry,
BURMESTER ROAD, LOWER TOOTING.

Mrs. PIPER, Proprietress. Telephone: Wimbledon 504.
A FAMILY LAUNDRY, under Distinguished Patronage

MY PRICES ARE MODERATE.
----- Customers of over- 20 years' standing. -----

A. SHAPCOTT, i«
81, GEORGE STREET, CROYDON.

WIZARD, ELECTRIC AND 
HAND VACUUM CLEANERS

FREE DEMONSTRATIONS.

SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES’ 
MEETINGS.

WE accept Announcements of Suffrage 
and kindred Meetings for this Column 
at the rate per single insertion of 2s. 
for 24 words, Id. every additional 
word; four insertions at the price of 
three. All Announcements must be 
Prepaid, and, to ensure insertion, 
copy should reach the Advertisement 

Manager, Vote Office, 2, Robert-st., 
Adelphi, London, by the First Post on 
Monday Morning.

mHE MID-LONDON BRANCH of 
1 the Women’s Freedom League 
holds open-air Meetings in Regent’s 
Park every Sunday at 12 o’clock. 
Speakers next Sunday : Mrs. Mustard, 
and Mr. J. Y. Kennedy.

Hampstead BRANCH.—
“Birthday Fund” Party, by kind 

permission of Mr. Henry Holiday, 
Oak Tree House, Branch Hill, Hamp- 
stead Heath, October 3, 3-6 p.m. 
Mr. Holiday and Mrs. Despard will 
be present. Particulars later.

TO LET.

CLAPTON.—Well-furnished FLAT 
(self-contained), Dining-room, 

Lounge, 3 Bedrooms, Kitchen (gas 
stoves, etc.), Bathroom (h. and c.), 
every convenience, near station, one 
minute ’bus and cars. Rent moderate. 
Or exchange for Seaside Residence.— 
Write, Coombe, 12, Kinnoull, Man

sions, Rowhill Road.

Apartments, with or without 
board; moderate terms; clean; 

electric. light; Danish management.— 
M.P.U., 39, Mortimer Street.

Ramsgate. — Board Residence, 
Good, Close Sea, 21/- week. 

Member, 23, Augusta Road.

Miscellaneous Advertisements.
For insertion in the next week‘s issue, copy 
must be sent in by Monday morning to 
THE ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER, 

2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.
CHARGES:

Change of Air 
Educational............. ' 
Boarding Houses and 

Pensions ... ... 
Houses and Flats ...
Professional.............
Ladies’ Businesses &,

Partnerships 

FIRST 15 words, 1s.
Each additional 7 words, or 

part of 7 words, 6d.
Four consecutive insertions 

for the price of three if 
prepaid

Exchange and Sale ..: ... 
Home Produce & Domestic Pets 
Employment ... ... ... 
Recommended Servants... 
Governesses, Companions, and 

L.adv Helps... • ...

FIRST 15 words, 
6d.

Each Additional 
7 words or part 
of 7 words. 6d.

BOARD-RESIDENCE.
Rooms, Holiday Homes, &c.

AT THE STRAND IMPERIAL
HOTEL, opposite Gaiety Theatre, 

Strand, London. — Absolute Privacy, 
Quietude and Refinement.—Ladies will 
find the freshest, warmest, daintiest, 
cosiest quarters. Sumptuous Bed
room with h. and c. water fitted. 
Breakfast, Bath, Attendance and 
Lights, from 5s. 6d. En pension, 9s. 
For long stays, special terms. Finest 
English provisions.—Manageress, 4788 
Gerrard._______________________
A LADY, possessing a home with 
I every luxury, would be pleased 
to Receive a few PAYING GUESTS. 
Every care to those requiring special 
rest and diet. Food reform if desired. 
—Elton Moss, 1, Osborne-villas, Hove, 
Brighton.

___________ BOOKS.___________
F IT WERE TRUE.” Explaining

Spiritual Meaning of Women’s Mili
tancy. Obtainable, 7s. 6d. per 1,000, XOd. 
per 100 leaflets, from M.W.V.S., 26, Grand 
Parade, Brighton._______________

-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
and HOW TO USE THEM, free 

Send for one.—Trimnell, The Herbalist, 
144, Richmond-road, Cardiff. Estab 1879.

BUSINESS &c.
MRS. AYRES PURDIE, A.L.A.A., 

recovers overpaid Income Tax, 
buys or sells Stocks and SHARES, 
effects all kinds of Insurances or 
ANNUITIES, mortgages loans on rever
sions, or any business of a legal or 
financial nature. — Hampden House, 
3, Kings way. ’Phone: 6049 Central.

WOMEN’S INVENTIONS.—How 
to patent an invention and 

sell it.—Mr. Hughes, 140, Wool 
Exchange, London,________________

LADY, expert dolI dresser, re 
quires orders, would join 

another. Baby dolls a speciality.— 
Box 10, The Vote, 2, Robert Street, 
Adelphi, W.C. ______ ________
Millinery and fancy busi

ness for Sale, or Partnership 
arranged. High-class trade.—Miss 
Bradley, 8 and 10, Holbein Place, 
Sloane Square, S.W.

MISCELLANEOUS
A THE ENIC UNDERWEAR, soft 
I and fleecy, guaranteed unshrink
able. A far greater choice of texture 
and sizes than in shops. Write for 
patterns direct to Dept. 30, Atheenic 
Mills, Hawick, Scotland.__________
__________ WANTED._______ _

NDERCLOTHING (by hand or 
machine), BLOUSES, etc., properly 

and strongly MADE at Most Reasonable 
Prices Ladies’ Own Material Made Up, 
or patterns submitted, All kinds of mend- 
ing undertaken—Mrs. S., care of THE 
Minerva Publishing Co., Ltd., 2, 
Robert-street, Adelphi, W.C. ____ _ 
TIIHE MINERVA PUBLISHING CO., 

L LTD., are REQUIRING SIX COP
IES of the following numbers of The Vote: 
33, 48, 68, 133, 205_________________ —

EMBER desires two or three 
days’ employment each week. 

Would take charge of invalid or 
undertake dressmaking or repairs at 
ladies’ own houses.—Box 7, The Vote, 
2, Robert-street, Adelphi, W.C.

Printed and Published by The MINERVA PUBLIS hinq Co., LTD., 2, Robert-street, Adelphi, W.C.


