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POLITICAL NOTES.
Where is the Representation of the People Bill?

We understand that the Boundary Commissioners 
are not nearly ready with their report, and that this 
Bill cannot be proceeded with until that report is 
forthcoming. Last Friday, in reply to a question by 
Mr. John O’Connor in regard to the Corn Production 
Bill, Mr. Bonar Law said " I do not think that it 
would be possible for this House to go on sitting 
indefinitely after the strain to which it has been 
exposed," and Major Hunt immediately asked “ If 
the Government are short of time could they not 
leave the Franchise Bill alone ? ” No answer was 
given to this question, but we have since learnt that 
the Government hope to get the adjournment before 
August 9. The continued delay in regard to this Bill 
and the Government’s plan for an early rising of the 
House of Commons in spite of the pressure of busi- 
Bess are not calculated to inspire women with con- 
fidence in the Government’s intentions with regard 
to their enfranchisement, and we urge that before 
the adjournment takes place, the Government shall 
make some clear pronouncement in regard to the 
Representation of the People Bill. After all, we 
have a War Cabinet for the vigorous prosecution of 
the war, officers and men in the trenches find it in- 
creasingly difficult to get a few days' leave under 
any circumstances, and men and women munition 
workers have frequently to work long hours every 
day for many months without so much as a day off, 
so that " in spite of the strain to which it has been 
exposed,” the House of Commons, which does not 
meet on Saturdays, not always on Fridays, and then 
for only half a day, should certainly stop and finish 
some of the important business of the country, before 
it decides to take a holiday. Is it merely a coinci- 
dence that on at least two occasions recently, and in 

the arrangements for next Monday, the Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill is given precedence of the Re- 
presentation of the People Bill in the Orders of the 
day ? Or, does the Government wish it to be under- 
stood that it prefers penalising women to enfranchis
ing them?
The Food Problem.

The following resolution has been sent to the 
Prime Minister, the Food Controller, the President 
of the Local Government Board, and the Chairman 
of the London County Council Education Commit- 
tee —" In view of a possible shortage of food- stuffs, 
the National Executive Committee of the Women’s 
Freedom League calls upon the Local Education 
Authorities and Public Health Authorities to 
set in motion at once the machinery for the 
feeding of school children, and provide the ‘ 
machinery for the feeding of nursing and expectant 
mothers and children of school age; and further, 
calls upon the Food Controller, the Board of Educa- 
tion, and the Local Government Board to comman- 
deer, if necessary, a sufficient amount of suitable 
kinds of food, making the children a first charge on 
the national supply.”

The Prime Minister has acknowledged our letters 
on the Food Problem and Women’s Position under 
the Board of Education. The following replies have 
been received from the Local Government Board, 
Board of Education, and the L.C.C. Education Com
mittee :—

Local Government Board, Whitehall, S.W. 1
_ . July 16, 1917.
DEAR MADAM,—I am desired by Mr. Hayes Fisher to 

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th inst., for- 
warding a copy of a resolution passed at a meeting of the
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National Executive Committee of the Women’s Freedom 
League with reference to the food supply for mothers and 
children.—Yours faithfully, R. B. CRosS.

Miss F. A. Underwood.
Board of Education, Whitehall, London, S.W. 1.

July 14, 1917.,
DEAR MADAM,—I am desired by the President of the 

Board of Education to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of July 13, enclosing a copy of a resolution, passed 
by the National Executive Committee of the Women’s Free- 
dom League at its meeting on Saturday, July 7, on the 
subject of the feeding of school children, and to say that 
it will receive attention.—I am, yours faithfully, •

C. S. SYKES.
Miss F. A. Underwood, Secretary, Women’s Freedom 

League, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.
London County Council, Education Offices, Victoria 

Embankment, W.C. 2. July 14, 1917.
DEAR Madam,—I am desired by the Chairman of the 

Education Committee to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
and enclosure of the 13th inst., and to say that the matter 
shall receive attention.—Yours faithfully,

GERTRUDE Davis.
Miss A. F. Underwood, Women’s Freedom League, 

144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.
The following paragraph appears in the Press : —
“ Fines of £l each were imposed on three Forest 

Gate women who applied for sugar for preserving 
fruit, all of them admitting that they did not grow 
fruit.” ' . .

Now that fruit is cheap, does not every 
thrifty housewife wish to purchase it and make 
home-made jam for the family’s consumption, 
especially since the price of butter is in many cases 
prohibitive, and margarine can only be obtained, 
with difficulty, and then only in small quantities? 
How long are women to put up with men’s muddle- 
headed legislation in matters of this kind and to be 
penalised by it ?
Women and the Board of Education.

The following resolutions have been sent to the 
Prime Minister and to the President of the Board of 
Education :—" The National Executive Committee 
of the Women’s Freedom League protests against 
the differentiation between the minimum salaries of 
men and women teachers, as proposed by the Presi
dent of the Board of Education; and, in view of 
their equal professional training and duties^ calls 
upon the Government to establish the same 
minimum rate for both men and women teachers."

" This Committee views with grave dissatisfaction 
the .constitution of the Departmental Committee 
recently appointed to consider the principles which 
should determine the salaries of teachers in Elemen
tary Schools. The attention of the President of the 
Board of Education is directed to the fact that, as 
women greatly outnumber men in the work of edu
cation, the representation of women teachers on that 
Committee is most inadequate. This Committee of 
the Women’s Freedom League therefore urges the 
immediate reconstruction of that Committee on a 
more equitable basis."

The following replies have been received from the 
Board of Education :—

Board of Education, Whitehall, London, S.W. 1.
July 16, 1917.

DEAR MADAM,—I am desired by the President of the 
Board of Education to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of July 12, enclosing copies of resolutions, passed at 
a meeting of the National Executive Committee of the 
Women’s Freedom League on July 7, and to say that die has 
felt bound to make a distinction between the minimum 
salaries which he proposes to prescribe for men and women 
teachers. He feels sure, however, that the Committee 
which he has appointed to investigate the principles which 
should determine the scales of salaries of Public Elementary 
School teachers, will consider the representation of those 
who are anxious to secure pay for men and women teachers. 

With reference to the constitution of the Committee I am 
to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter which 
he has addressed to the Secretary of the National Federation 
of Women Teachers.—I am, yours faithfully,

■ F. H. OATES.
Miss F. A. Underwood, Secretary, Women’s Freedom " 

League, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.

Board of Education, Whitehall, London, S.W. 1.
June 20, 1917

DEAR MADAM,—In reply to your letter of June 12, I am 
directed by the President of the Board of Education to say 
that the members of the Committee on Teachers’ Salaries 
were not selected as advocates of any particular interests or 
opinions; and he is satisfied that they are fully qualified 
by their ability, knowledge, and wide experience of the 
conditions of elementary education to investigate the ques- 
tions referred to them. A Departmental Committee is not in 
the position of a tribunal, and he is convinced that any 
evidence submitted to the Committee or any representations 
made to them will receive an impartial hearing and careful 
consideration. He certainly cannot accept the contention 
in your letter that any witnesses whom your Federation 
might wish to send would be in an unfair position.

Mr. Fisher regrets that he must accordingly adhere to 
his decision not to make any further appointments to it.— 
I am, yours faithfully, . (Signed) F. H. OATES.

Miss A. S. Byett, L.L.A., Hon. Secretary, National 
Federation of Women Teachers, 93, Grantham-road, 

Birmingham.

In connection with the above we would direct 
the attention of our readers to the following ques
tions and answers given in the House of Commons 
on July 12 : —
Elementary School Teachers 
(Departmental Committee).

Major Hunt asked the President of the Board of 
Education whether, in view of the fact that about 
two-thirds of the teachers in elementary schools are 
women, and that only four out of the sixteen mem
bers appointed on the Departmental Committee are 
women, he can see his way to increasing the number 
of women on this Committee?

The President of the- Board of Education (Mr. 
Fisher) : I am satisfied that this Committee, as now 
constituted, is fully competent to consider the 
subject of their reference in all its aspects, and that 
it will do full justice to any evidence before them. 
They ate not asked to deal with rates of salary, but 
only with the principles on which salary scales 
should be constructed.

Major Hunt: Why, under the circumstances, 
were so few women put on this Committee?

Mr. Fisher : Because I consider it is very well 
constituted as it is.

It is quite a usual thing for men to consider their 
own arrangements “very well constituted," but 
what we would like to point out to Mr. Fisher is 
that women are not always equally satisfied with 
such arrangements, and that when women teachers 
have equal political power with their men, colleagues 
they will insist on fair representation on all Depart
mental Committees of this character.
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE.
Critical Position in Ireland.

May I call the attention of British Suffragists to 
the very serious danger threatening Irishwomen? 
The Daily Telegraph of July 11 states that “the 
Government may, agree to leave Ireland altogether 
out of the Representation of the People Bill, as the 
Unionists complain that the exclusion of the country 
from the redistribution proposals is a grave injustice 
to them, since it perpetuates, their serious under- 
representation. Ministers have not come to a final 
decision on the subject.”

Now as the Bill stands at present, Irishwomen 
will have the Parliamentary vote on the same basis 
—except for the age limit—as the men. Thus 
married women over 30 will have the Parliamentary 
vote in this country, while in England, under the 
last section of Clause 4, husband and wife cannot 
both be qualified in respect of the same property. 
The Bill, therefore, gives a wider measure of en
franchisement than in England. But the danger is 
real and serious. The Unionists are not actuated by 
any anti-suffrage feeling; they have always con
tended that any enlargement of the franchise in 
Ireland should be accompanied by redistribution, 
for perfectly obvious reasons, which have nothing 
to do with woman suffrage.

Meanwhile the General Council of County Coun- 
oils in Ireland, on June 17, passed a resolution that 

* the question of votes for women should be left to an 
Irish Parliament to settle for itself. Il this were 
done, Irishwomen would be left without that voice 
in the settlement of the government of their own 

. country, possessed by the enfranchised women of 
the Dominions and Great Britain. The result is that 
grave danger to which I have already referred. Ire- 
land may be left out of the Bill, and the enfran- 
chisement of Irishwomen deferred indefinitely.

We appeal to Unionists and Nationalists alike to 
forget party considerations and think only of Tre- 
land, a country which needs the best services of all 
her people, men and women alike. The reports of 
“Baby Week‘‘celebrations in Dublin and else- 
where would indeed read oddly if followed by a 
refusal to allow Irishwomen any effective share in 
safeguarding the children. All the questions press- 

* ing for solution in this country are women’s ques- 
tions—education, housing, Poor Law Reform, etc.

Last of all, when the Convention meets next week 
for the adjustment of differences and the healing of 
dissensions, it should surely be with the knowledge 
that whatever action be taken affecting the govern
ment of the country, the women of the country must 
possess assured rights of citizenship.

Dora Mellone,
Hon. Press Secretary, Belfast Suffrage Society.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL
On Friday, July 6, the Home Secretary received a 

deputation of thirty-four " philanthropic ” societies 
on this subject. The "Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of London, Mrs Creighton and other " in- 
fluential " persons urged him to proceed with the 
Bill. Some other members, including the experi
enced social worker, Mrs. Bramwell Booth, wanted 
the Bill, but objected to Clause III.

Since then the Bill has been put upon the Order 
paper every Monday for the continuance of its report 
stage, but has not been reached. As we go to press 
the Bill has first place for consideration next Mon
day, July 23.

The Women’s Freedom League as long ago as 
May 9 formed a joint “Drop the Bill” deputation to 
protest against its further progress. This deputa
tion was not then received as the Bill was " not at 
present.to be brought forward again in the House of 
Commons.’’■

On July 5, hearing that a deputation in favour of 
the Bill was to be received, the Women’s Freedom 
League immediately rang up the Home Office, and 
on the following day sent them a telegram urging 
that the Bill should not be taken until our deputa
tion. of organised women against it had been re- 
ceived: Since then we have twice written to the 
Home Secretary asking him to appoint a time for 
receiving us. So far nothing has been received in 
reply except formal acknowledgments.

By what right does the Home Secretary refuse to 
hear the opinions of thousands of organised women 
upon a question which affects women’s liberties and 
women’s interests far more than men’s? Even now 
the police have far too much power over the lives of 
all women and girls in humble positions, and we are 
constantly being told of instances in which this power 
is abused. Only last week a girl of nineteen 
was prosecuted at Birkenhead Quarter Sessions 
for attempted suicide, and it was admitted in the 
court that the mother’s accusations against some 
members of the Liverpool police force were, true, and - 
as the Recorder put it, “men who ought to have 
respected and protected her had caused her down- 
fall. ‘ ‘ How many girls in this position have a deter
mined mother who will insist on bringing these 
things into the light of publicity? For every case 

1 of which we hear there are many which pass un- 
noticed.

Under the proposed Bill still greater power is to be 
given into the hands of the police, with, of course, 
a corresponding increase of scandalous occurrences. 
The lives of working girls in cities are hard enough 
as it is, and the Women’s Freedom League strongly 
opposes all such legislation as this Bill, and demands 
that the Government shall hear the views of women 
themselves, through the accredited representatives 
of their organised societies. E. K.

No Vote! No Tax.
On Friday, July 13, Mrs. Darent Harrison’s goods 

were sold by auction in her own house at St.
Leonards-on-Sea without her permission being asked 
or given, by the Public Auctioneer. Bidding was 
allowed to run up to £70 by a system known amongst 
auctioneers as ‘ puffing.’ His Darent Harrison 
protested against the sale taking place to pay the 
taxes, of an unenfranchised woman. The proceed- • 
ings appear to have been altogether irregular, the " 
safe not having been advertised in the Press, the only 
notice given being a few posters sent to friends of 
the tax-gatherers. Further, no notice was given of 
the amount required to cover the claim.

in;
sa.

Despard Arms, 123, Hampstead-road, N.W. 1.
An easy way to help ! Send anything and everything you 

can to our Jumble Sale, to be held on Saturday, August 18, 
at 3 p.m. Men’s and boys’ clothes, boots, etc., are in great 
demand, also boots for women and children, as well as coats 
and skirts, blouses, etc. Household utensils, pieces of lino- 
leum and carpet find a ready sale. Address all parcels to 
the manageress.

FOR SALE.

Picturesque Freehold Cottage
TADLEY

Near BASINGSTOKE and SILCHESTER
400 feet above sea, pine woods and gravel soil, pretty gardens 
(cultivated and wild), Ornamental Pond and other lands. In all 
about 3} acres. Will be sold by auction at the Great Western 
Hotel, Reading, Saturday, 11th August, 1917, at 3 o’clock pre
cisely. Particulars and conditions of sale (with photos) of 
R. W. B. BUCKLAND, Esq., Solicitor, 23, Bush Lane, London, 
E.C. 4, and of the Auctioneers, Messrs. NICHOLAS, 1, Station 
Road, Reading.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US. SEE OUR SALE AND EXCHANGE, PAGE 296
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“MARTYRS BY THE PANG WITH
OUT THE PALM.”

Mrs. Browning made a strong appeal to her con
temporaries when she sang of the sufferings of those 
little ones, who . were sacrificed to the so-called 
prosperity of the nation, when they toiled un- 
remittingly in the mine and in the. factory. I 
should like to put in a plea to-day for the infant 
martyrs, daily offered up to the relentless god of 
war. Whereas the great god Gun kills his thousands 
in the battlefield, infant mortality has risen in this 
country in a most appalling manner, and those of 
the rising generation that survive are being handi
capped, maimed, and crippled in every possible way 

: under the horrible J uggernaut Car, which is rush
ing ruthlessly onwards, regardless alike of the true 
interests of future generations and of the most 
sacred traditions and memorials of the past. We all 
of us entered into a great and rich heritage of art 
and literature fraught with lofty and noble ideals. 
How are we going to hand these on to our children ? 
Is the barbarous cry of " Blood for blood "‘ going to 
drown the voice of conscience and vanquish the tra- 
ditions of our race? " Let me keep the eye of my 
soul ” was Plato’s prayer, and in days of storm and 
stress such as these we may all of its utter the 
same petition. But for our children, is not the 
strain of enforced self-control and rigid repression a 
burden greater than they can bear ?

All through the war the interests of true educa
tion have been sacrificed to economy. Children have 
not been admitted into most of the schools until 
they have reached the age of six or seven years, and 
the tiny tots with whom we were so familiar, and who 
were receiving the ten derest nurture from sympa
thetic teachers—the foundation of real education— 
have to make shift as best they can at home, and 
such a home, for mother is away making munitions, 
her proper sphere, according to Horatio Bottomley. 
Not content with curtailing the educational oppor
tunities of the little ones, a wise Government sends 
the bigger children, both girls and boys, to work in 
the fields and at munitions, in the name of 
patriotism robbing them of their happy childhood.

an essential of all healthy development. Lately the 
U-boat campaign has .entailed economy in food 
upon the nation and even upon the nation’s children. 
Herbert Spencer, in his treatise upon. education, 

■ written more than fifty years ago, drew a deplorable : 
picture of the evil effects of limiting a child’s 
appetite for simple and nourishing food. Yet we 
have huge posters, depicting little girls and boys 
heroically denying themselves another slice from 
the loaf in order, presumably, that some selfish and 
overfed adult may profit by their abstinence, or that 
more gin may be distilled or more beer brewed to the . 
destruction of the national health and sanity. In 
one school a manager told me, rubbing his hands 
with glee, that all the children had signed a 
promise to take one instead of two slices of bread for 
lunch. “Isn’t this self-denial splendid,” he said. 
Vicarious self-denial often appears so, but this 
form of it is suicidal to the race. Let the overfed - 
adult be dieted if necessary, but spare the children. 7 
I have lately taken combined classes of from 
300 to 400 children for literature and history 
lessons, and I have wondered, watching the little 
ones at the time of a threatened air raid, whether 
we are not putting too great a strain upon their 
power of self-control. The blinds were drawn down 
and ia the dim light the infants were stationed in 
their little squadrons in the school hall. Nothing 
could have been cheerier, or more sympathetic and 
motherly than the attitude of the teachers, of their - 
heroism in the face of danger pages might be 
written, but the baby faces of the pupils were so 
white and wistful that when they quavered forth in 
their tiny voices to the accompaniment of the guns 
outside, “ It’s a long way to Tipperary ” or " Smile, 
smile, smile,” I felt much more inclined to weep. . 
Who can doubt that these little creatures have " 
heard and seen much in our lurid picture papers and 
cinema shows of the actual horrors of war from 
which they and their schoolfellows are in no way 
immune, for were there not several infant victims 
in a school some days ago ? " The race marches for- 
ward on the feet of little children,” and those who 
consciously or unconsciously put- stumbling-blocks v 
in their way are checking the onward march of 
humanity, the only progress worth having. Of all 
the crimes of the war, the greatest, to my mind, is . 
the hindrance put in the path of the young. Some
times it is urged to be necessary to make children 
realise the war. Then they are living in an atmos
phere of fear and vengeance, how can they do other
wise than realise with horrible clearness that their, 
heritage of security and of love is lost to them just - 
at the time when they need it most. " Let childhood 
ripen in children ” Froebel urges, and this is wise 
advice, for it is only when children have dreamed 
their dreams and spun their blissful romances at 
leisure that they can develop into hanny and useful 
citizens of the great Commonwealth of Humanity.

MARGARET Hodge.

THE DOVE SPEAKS.
I am the symbol of Peace, of Purity, and of that Sacred Love 

which is the Holy Spirit. -
I became the threefold symbol because seers of old knew this 

Trinity to be Indivisible. -
But the foolish peoples refused to understand.
0 Man ! 0 Woman ! I drift homeless on weary, wing over the 

black flood of hate, and lust, and greed, that submerges, 
the world. . --— 

0 Man ! 0 Woman! Give me shelter in the ark of thy soul 
until the olive unfolds her leaves above the foul waters: 

(And each soul that shelters me assists that glad event). 
. Then shall I, the threefold symbol, fly abroad again to teach 

the foolish peoples. ' 
Henceforth, perchance, they will try to understand. •. 
And Peace, and Purity, and that Sacred Love which is the 

Holy Spirit, the Indivisible Trinity, 
Shall abide with the Man, the Woman, who now shelters me. 

E. V. Jenkins.

WOMEN IN WAR TIME.
- As British Diplomatist.

One of the six British official representatives at 
the Anglo-GermanConference at The Hague on 
prisoners of war was a woman, Mrs. Darley Living- 
stone. She is an American, who has married a 
British officer, and has been a member and hon. 
secretary of the Government Committee on the 
treatment by the enemy of British prisoners of war 
since its formation two years ago. There is probably 
no one in England to-day who has a more extensive 
knowledge of the actual conditions in prisoners’ 
camps in Germany and elsewhere. A Daily Mail 
interviewer discovered that she could successfully 
devote, " her not inconsiderable talent to diverting 
conversation from her unique experience,” but she 
said that people were surprised to find a woman 

. among the British representatives. " I was there,” 
she added, " to assist Sir Robert Younger, our chair- 
man, with information which, as secretary of 
the committee, I naturally have at command. 
. . . It was real hard work all the time, and both 
parties were concerned solely with the welfare of the 
prisoners. Questions concerning them were the only 
ones discussed, and I think the agreements con
cluded will be found to be very satisfactory. It 
would be quite impossible to give an adequate idea 
of the extreme formality of the proceedings.”
As Pulpit Assistant at the city Temple, London.

Miss Maud Roydon has been invited to become 
pulpit assistant to Dr. Fort Newton at the City 
Temple, and has expressed her willingness to .help 
in this and other ways. Dr. Newton cordially sup- 
ported the resolution passed at a largely attended 
meeting of the church and congregation, and said 
women have a new outlook and new obligations, not 
only because of the war, but because of their ap
proaching political enfranchisement. “We want 
the woman point of view, the woman insight, the 
woman counsel, especially for the young women. »
As Russian Minister of Charities. ■

Russia, having decided for progress, has appointed 
a woman as Minister. She is the Countess Sophie 
Papin, and she holds the post of Assistant Minister 
of Social Tutelage. She is responsible for the ad
ministration of charities and the care of children. 
The countess is a wealthy woman about 45 years old, 
an ardent feminist, and a member of the Cadet 
party. . . . .
More Doctors Wanted.

. Last summer women doctors were sent to Malta, 
one of the largest military base hospitals; women are 
doing R.A.M.C. work at Northampton military hos- 
pital; Dr. Stoney is X-ray expert at Fulham mili
tary hospital; Endell-street military hospital, with 
550 beds, is entirely staffed by women; and Dr. 
Helen Chambers, pathologist, has done remarkable 
research work. The R.A.M.C. has asked for more 
women doctors for service with the Colours. Many 
women doctors are taking over civil and private 
practices. Under pressure of increasing need the 
Senate of the University of Cambridge had to con
sider whether women should be admitted to the 
Bachelor of Medicine degree.
German Feminists as Officials.

Two of the German feminists whose names and 
work are most familiar to English, suffragists have 
been appointed to important positions under the new 
German scheme of systematically organised women’s 
labour, says the Manchester Guardian. Dr. Alice 
Salomon., advanced feminist and keen suffragist, is 
now directress of women’s service for the Berlin 
district. She was well known in London as the - 
Secretary to the International Council of Women, 
and her last visit to England was for the purpose of 
attending an Executive meeting of the Council. She 

had a great deal to do in organising the Council’s 
conference- at Rome. Another woman of very liberal 
views, who is also directress of one of the six divi
sions for women’s services, is Marie Luders, who 
has always interested herself in industrial questions. 
It is known that for some time before receiving this 
new appointment she was employed on. work in Bel- 
gium, it is evident that in Germany, as in Eng
land, the training suffragists have given themselves 
in civic work is now recognised as having fitted them 
peculiarly for national service.

HOW MEN DISTRESS THEMSELVES 
ABOUT WOMEN.

(Max Pemberton is .still industriously filling 
columns of the WeeUy Dispatch. After weeks of 
exaggerated statements about the dangers to British 
and Colonial soldiers of young and flighty girls who, 
in Mr. Pemberton’s imagination, throng the streets 
of London with the sole object of luring these stal
warts to their doom, this novelist turns his attention 
to the Women Patrols, and asks : “ Have the women 
police failed? ” He describes the dress of these 
women patrols, says lie has watched them in Picca
dilly Circus, and complains about their efforts in 
Hyde Park. He also seems to be annoyed because 
their work has been blessed by an Archbishop, and 
among other things says, " Even their very evidence, 
remember, is woman’s evidence. They believe it to 
be true, etc.” Suffragists at least would recognise 
that woman’s evidence would be a vast improvement 
on the usual police evidence upon which convictions " 
are generally made. May we suggest to the Weekly • 
Dispatch as a suitable heading for another column, 
" Has Mr. Max Pemberton failed to prove his case?”

Another " Special Commissioner ” in last week’s 
press fears that women may. find themselves pushed 
out of industry after the war. He has been told by 
employers that women workers, strangely enough, 
are “ not perfect,” that" they simply won’t do their 
best unless the price is right from their point of 
view.” It never seems to occur to the kind people so 
anxious to prevent women from losing theirwork 
that the majority of women have no desire for work 
on any and every condition, but prefer to be without 
the work unless the price is right from their point of 
view. The true altruist no doubt should insist upon 
her “ price being right from the employers’ point of 
view," but women are usually too familiar with the 
domestic details of everyday life to reach this giddy 
height.

Another unpleasant surprise to the hopeful em
ployer of women’s labour has been the discovery that 
women can combine in their own interests just as 
readily as men will, and, as one employer says,e" it 
is now evident that if ever we had hopes that women 
would solve the labour troubles for us those hopes 
are doomed to disappointment.” So the cherished 
dream of women, the unknown quantity, serving as 

, unlimited blacklegs and bringing down the wages 
of their brothers must be given up too.

" Sardonyx ” is specially worried, and asks in the 
New Statesman “ What will happen to feminist 
energy now that woman suffrage is won? ” We 
hardly like to remind him of the classic warning, 
“ Don’t count your chickens before they are 
hatched," but all the same a measure of woman 
suffrage is not yet on the Statute Book ! He is par
ticularly concerned about the fate of " paid officials,” 
and incidentally of " the honorary leaders habitu- 
ated to the delights of Command.” What will 
happen to them all? After a few suggestions as to 
what they might do, including " a campaign might 
be begun for putting women into Parliament,” he 
concludes his paragraph with the following helpful 
advice : " It seems to me that feminism might dis
cover a useful field for its energy in the political
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education of the woman voter,"’ ending on a trium
phal note, “ The field is large—it is infinite !"‘ How 
many men have educated the voters of their own sex 
or are prepared to begin the political education of 
the soldiers of 21, or even of 18? “ The field here is 
large—it is infinite.”

GET RID OF THEM!
The daily exhibition of muddles, blunders, reck

lessness and incompetence by our rulers is crowned 
and surpassed by the Mesopotamian Report. The 
chief responsibility is laid upon the shoulders of 
Sir John Nixon, " whose confident optimism was the 
main cause of the decision to advance.” He is 
further described as " revelling in responsibility,” 
as being carried away with power, he consulted no 
one, accepted no advice, therefore upon his 
shoulders falls the greatest share of blame.

But blame is fully ladled out to many more men, 
all in high office. What we want to know is, are 
they to be blamed, then excused and reinstated into 
high positions or, as they have failed us, are we 
once for all to get rid of them ?

Periodically we hear that a certain department 
has muddled, but is it ever cleaned up? Is a clean 
sweep made of the muddlers? Is a better system 
introduced, or, after the first outbreak of public 
indignation has been expressed, do we allow the 
old order to go on unchanged, unchecked, until 
disaster once more sweeps over our path ?

We are shocked, and rightly shocked, with the 
appalling disclosures of the miseries our troops have 
had to. suffer in Mesopotamia; but apparently it is 
all part of the bad Indian Army Medical Service. 
The Commission quote Sir Alfred Keogh’s very 
strong statement, in which he says: —-" I have no 
hesitation whatever in, saying that the medical 
arrangements connected with the Army in India 
have been for years and years most disgraceful. I 
say that with a full sense of responsibility. I have 
served many years in India. I have not been there 
for some time, but in my opinion things are not 
better than they were. Anything more disgraceful 
than the carelessness and want of attention with 
regard to the sick soldier in India it is impossible to 
imagine.”

Is it little wonder the hospital arrangements broke 
down, if their own standard was so low? Is any- 
thing drastic going to be done or are we going to be 
satisfied with talk?

The Commission has given its Report. Lord 
Hardinge has made his apologia in the House of 
Lords; one may pity him, but his remarks do not 
shake confidence in the substantial findings of the 
Majority Report. Mr. Chamberlain has resigned as 
head of the India Office, as " he cannot remain 
head while his conduct is under criticism.” 
There is much need to criticise and much food for 
criticism. He explained that the Home Government 
agreed to the advance because they were in need of 
" striking success in the East ” to offset the Gallipoli 
disaster. They have been singularly unsuccessful in 
their effort. Mr. Chamberlain objects to criticism 
being directed against himself and his colleagues. 
The public is indignant that such criticism is re- 
quired. Mr. Chamberlain boasts “that sixteen 
months ago he prophesied that a lamentable and 
inexcusable breakdown would take place,” Appar
ently his prophecies fell on deaf ears, but he did not 
dream it his duty to enlighten the public; the men 
who went out, the women who were bereaved were 
not told his prophecies. Should our fate rest in the 
hands of such men? It is to be hoped that no one 
responsible for the Mesopotamia disaster will ever 
be in any public position in the future. Think of 
what their folly, obstinacy and stupidity have .cost 
us! After the battle of Ctesiphon 3,500 wounded

men had to be removed from the. battlefield to the 
river bank, in some cases a distance of ten miles, 
without proper ambulance transport and with an 
insufficiency of medical personnel, of food and com- 
forts, so that a large number had to make their way 
on foot, in spite of their injured condition. At the 
river the available steamer accommodation was 
gravely inadequate. Wounded and weary men were 
crowded into steamers and barges without sufficient 
medical attention, appliances, or conveniences. 
Some of the wounded were disembarked at Marah, 
but the majority went on down to Basra, a journey 
from the battlefield which in some cases lasted 
fourteen days. The Commissioners confess to a 
shrinking from the task of describing the sickening 
horror of the condition of many of the wounded on 
arrival at Basra, but they quote Major Carter, 
C.M.S., who was in medical charge of the hospital 
ship Varela. His statement is too revolting to repro
duce. No arrangements existed for the natural 
function of the wounded, many of them dysentery 
cases. “We do not wish it to be inferred,’’com
ment the Commissioners, “ that the conditions in all 
the steamers reached this pitch of horror; many, 
however, did.”

We read this indictment;. then that some men 
revelled in responsibility, and others object to 
criticism. Thousands of lives have been lost, and our 
reputation is not improved. We have the right not 
only to criticise but to demand that not only the 
subordinates but that the principals concerned be 
punished. It is not enough for them to acknowledge 
their mistake, they must suffer; and we must make it 
impossible to repeat these mistakes. Not only Mr. 
Chamberlain, but all in authority objected to. criti- 
cism, with the result that all correspondence from 
the Front that hinted that all was not well was 
systematically suppressed. So reforms were delayed 
and the mischief done. Let us J>e firm in demanding 
that these muddlers disappear for all time from 
public view. We "do not want them reinstated in 
some other well-paid official job. They have had 
their day. Let them go; let them bury their mis
takes in obscurity. Let us on our part see to it that 
the old systems and mistaken policy are swept away, 
and that in the future it be impossible to repeat the 
terrible blunders that have disgraced and saddened 
us just now. Eunice G. MURRAY.

ON OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

"Woman's Effort."
Under the above title Miss A. E. Metcalfe has re

cently published a very interesting history of 
British women’s struggle for citizenship from 1865- 
1914. The introduction is written by our old. friend 
Mr. Laurence Housman. The arguments he gives 
there in favour of the women’s demand for electoral 
rights having the first claim to attention seem so 
unanswerable that we should liketo know that the 
seventeen Anti’s in the House had been forced to 
read it.

The study of this book would have the effect of 
lessening one’s faith in human nature if it were not 
that the treachery and shilly-shallying of the 
majority of politicians is more than out-balanced by 
the loyalty of the few, and by the heroism and self- 
sacrifice of the women.

During the first years of the movement it was con- 
fined to the upper middle-class where prejudice on 
the subject was -most rife and in their disappoint
ment and indignation at the great betrayal of 1884 
many women turned to other work such as municipal 
work, the entrance of women into professions and

“WOMEN’S EFFORT ” (B. H. Blackwell, 3s. 6d. net) is on 
sale at the W. F. L. Literature Department. .

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS.' THEY SUPPORT US.

business, etc.; and many joined men’s political 
organisations. To those of us who have worked in 
militant societies and who look back to that time 
it seems a thousand pities that militancy did not 
begin then instead of twenty years later. Miss Met- 
ealfe deals very fully with the years 1905-1914, and 
shows how militancy grew from what we should now 
regard as very mild methods to the violence which 
came to an end with the beginning of the war.

Freedom Leaguers may perhaps feel on reading 
this book that the author has given very little space 
to the work of their League? The Grille Protest, the 
Picketing, the Ballot Box Protest and Tax Resist
ance do not receive as much attention as they might.

When one considers the years of patient work and 
afterwards of militancy one cannot but be astounded 
that this measure of justice to women has been 
delayed so long. Every suffragist, whatever her 
society, should read this book, and even if she has 
been herself in the thick of the fight for years, she 
cannot but be amazed at the realization of the 
amount of work that has been done in the Cause.

A. M.

BRANCH NOTES.
Croydon. Office, 32a, The Arcade, High street.

Holidays.—After Saturday, 21st inst., the office will be 
closed until further notice. Sewing Party. .—The last meet- 
ing for sewing and discussion was held on July 13;the next 
will be on Friday, September 14. Anyone wishing to make 
garments during the holidays should apply to the Secretary 
within the next few days? Communal kitchens.—Members 
are invited to attend the Friends’ Meeting House, Park- 
lane, on Wednesday, July 25th, at 8 p.m., to meet Councillor 
Muggeridge, who wishes to confer with women who are likely 
to use such Kitchens.

Suggestions for public meetings and other work would be 
gladly received by the Secretary. Has anyone a scheme for 
helping other women that our Branch could adopt?

Clyde Coast Campaign.
Organiser, Mist B. H. McLelland, 18, Windsor-place} 

Rothesay. Speaker, Miss Margaret Hodge.
Glasgow Fair is a great institution and, to the visitor from 

the South, the crowds which throng to it are so dense that 
it seems as if all Scotland must have turned out on holiday. 
The warnings of the hotel keeper in Glasgow had led me to 
expect a long, crowded and difficult journey to Rothesay, 
the great holiday resort, but realisation exceeded all antici
pation. After a journey by train, punctuated by frequent 
and long stoppages inside and outside small stations, we 
arrived at Wemyss Bay only to find unhappy victims on the 
pier, who had- already, been waiting four or five hours for 
steamers. Luncheon-time was past, but to obtain food was 
impossible, for no preparation had been made for the in- 
rushing multitudes and the majority of the hungry travellers 
had to content themselves with ruefully viewing the outside 
of the restaurants, where tempting menus were displayed 
before their eyes, advertising foods as unobtainable as the 
fruit which was dangled before Tantalus. After waiting for 
two hours and seeing one steamer start off packed to its 
utmost capacity, I succeeded in securing a seat and im
mensely enjoyed the beautiful view of the Kyles of Bute in 
a lovely opalescent mist. Arrived at Rothesay with hosts of 
other travellers I made my way to Miss McLelland’s rooms, 
as she is organiser for the Women’s Freedom League work 
in this district. That evening, Saturday, July 14, punctu
ally at 8 p.m., we unfurled our banners fixed upon the cart 
provided for a platform, and, in a moment,-as if by magic, 
we were surrounded by a crowd of holiday-makers—many of 
whom had acted as audience on preceding occasions and 
appeared prepared to stay for a long time.

Miss McLelland introduced me as the speaker, who had 
had much and varied experience of suffrage campaigns to 
many lands, and to peoples of every shade of colour. The 
audience listened to me for forty minutes with interested 
attention and a lively discussion followed; lasting till 10 
p.m. Sixty-seven copies of The VOTE were sold as well as 
some pamphlets, so the propaganda work goes on well. To- 
day the weather seems to have broken, and so we were unable 
to hold a meeting this morning, but we are hoping that it 
will clear for the evening. Miss McLelland, by her great 
energy, enthusiasm and tact, has won over the people of 
this district, so that we are certain of a number of friends 
in our audience, although it is inevitable in so large a crowd 
that we should meet with some opposition.

MARGARET HODGE.
N.E. District: Organiser, Miss Dorothy Evans, 

9, Stoneyhurst road, Gosforth.
On Tuesday last, along the Scotswood-road, great excite- 

ment was created by the advent of out green, white and 
gold flag on Hill 60, where Miss Dorothy Evans held the 
second of her series of meetings for munitioneers. The 
close of her speech was greeted with great applause. Mean- 
while Mr, Drummond, finding Hill 60 occupied, retired to 
the canteen and there held a meeting, addressing a rather 
puzzled audience, urging all women to concentrate on win- 
ning the war. The distinctive points of view of the two 
organisations, a local paper. The North Mail, clearly 
gives. The Freedom League," it says, ‘ are agitating 
for votes, for women now professedly so as to take a share in 
the problems of reconstruction after the war.” Miss Evans

speak in Scotswood-road at 12.30 every Tuesday in

—The first suffrage meeting for two years was held in 
Whitley Bay on Wednesday last. A number of friends of 
the cause collected round, and were glad to hear that a 
campaign is to be held there the first week in August

We have to thank Mrs. Haggie for a delightful afternoon 
the Manor House, Longheaton, on Thursday. Miss 

Evans spoke on “ The Male State v. The Father-Mother 
Commonwealth," and at the close nine new members were 
enrolled Friends gave generously to the Birthday Fund. 
Mr. Acuauley very kindly presided, and confessed to being 
stimulated by his connection with the woman’s movement.
Portsmouth.

. The joint meeting of the Portsmouth women’s organisa
tions, to protest against profiteering and high prices of 
food, which was held at the Trades Hall on July 9. was a 
great success. Miss N. O’Shea. President of the Women’s 
Conference, took the chair. Mrs. Despard was the prin- 
cipa speaker, and received a rousing welcome from the 
audience. She said the food question was most important 
to women, first as housekeepers, then as mothers, and 
finally as social workers. Much as men had striven, it was ‘ 
absolutely impossible for them to do alone all that was 
necessary. The threefold resolution, dealing with (1) high 
prices and profiteering, (2) the quality of war bread and 
Hour, ()coal for the poor, was passed unanimously. Every 
copy, of The VOTE was sold. The thanks of the members 
are due to Mrs. Slitterj who kindly entertained the work- 
Party 111 her garden on Wednesday, July 11. The proceeds 
of the very enjoyable tea, provided by our hostess, were 
added to the Birthday Fund. There will be no branch 
meetings during August,

Women’s Freedom League Settlement, 93, Nine Elms 
( Lane, S.W. 8.

- Mrs. Tippett’s Jumble Sale is fixed for the last week of 
July, and there is still a yawning cavity in our last sackful 
of things. Useful parcels have been received from Mrs. 
Walter Carey, the Misses Sprentall, Mrs. E. M. N. dark, 
Mrs. E. V. H. Clark, and further contributions should reach 
the Settlement not later than the 21st inst., or be sent 
direct to Mrs. Tippett, Rosemary Cottage, Wetherden, 
Suffolk, marked " Jumble." Grateful acknowledgments to 
Mr. Uter, Miss Ashbee, for toys; Miss A. E. Tollemache, 
vegetables; Mrs. Tarrant, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Presbury, 
Miss M. Holmes, roses; Mrs. Harvey, Mrs. Thomas, Guest 
House clothing; Mr. F. E. Pearce, more apples; Mrs. Mus
tard, a photo frame for shop window; Miss Pleace, dish- 
cloths, etc.; Mrs. Lacy, gramophone needles and record 
cases; Mrs. Clark, provisions and books for Settlement 
Library; Miss Riggall (six weeks), 6s.; Miss M. Holmes, 
5s. towards children’s tea-party. The worst financial quarter 
of the year has opened most auspiciously with a gift of £25 
from Mr. T. Clive Davies for the Guest House, for which 
we already have applications for after the holidays. These 
begin on the 25th inst., and last till towards the end of 
August.

BEAUTIFUL FURS!!
FUR SALESMAN S WIFE is willing to sell privately some

REALLY LOVELY FURS
(samples). Quite new. Very cheap. Includes several rich designs 
and valuable models. Limited number only. Accept almost any 
price. First applicants get the best. Write confidentially to Mrs. H., “Arlae,” Cowper Road, Rainham, Essex.

ISLINGTON Dental Surgery,

SEE OUR SALE AND

Mr
69, UPPER STREET, N.

‘ BROWN, Surgeon Dentist.
Hr. Fredk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Burgeen.

Established 35 Years.
Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man, Fee 7a. 64. 
Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. N.B.—No Showcase at door
CONSULTATIONS FREE. Telephone: 3795 North.
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FOR SALE.
The articles enumerated below can be 

seen at “The Vote" Office. 10 to 5 
daily, Saturdays 10 to 1.

Persons desiring to see articles on 
approval must deposit the full value 
with us. ‘

All deposits must be made payable to 
THE Minerva Publishins Co., Ltd., 
and crossed “ London and S. Western 
Bank.” -

A receipt will be sent to the Depositor 
and a notification to the Seller. 
Authority to part with the money 
should be sent to us by both parties.

In the event of our not receiving such 
Authority we reserve the right to 
return the money to the Sender after 
the expiry of seven days.

A commission of Is. for each deposit 
made, whither a sale takes place or not, 
will be deducted. . -. . ■
' Advertisers willing to send articles on 
approval under our Safe Deposit System 
will please add “ Deposit ” to their 
advertisements.

Several NEW STYLISH HATS;
one transparent black and white 

lace, trimmed pink may, 7s. 6d.; one 
grey crepe de chine, trimmed silver 
lace and salmon pink flowers, 8s. lld.; 
two stone - colour straw, entirely 
trimmed saxe blue feathers, 11s 6d. 
and 13s. 6d.; also a few dark straw and 
made hats, plainly trimmed, from 
4s. lid. to 12s. 11d.

Bath cabinet, in good condition;
£1 .—Write Mbs. J.

A STRONG NEW HAMMOCK; 
— 6s. 6d.; very cheap.

New navy GABERDINE SKIRT; 
waist 24in., length 42in.; very 

wide skirt.

Good quality CREAM SERGE 
TENNIS SKIRT; 5s. 6d.

TWO GREEN ALPACA JIBBAHS 
(one small, one medium) 15s. lld. 

each.

N ASSORTMENT OF CREPE DE 
CHINE BLOUSES, some light 

and some useful colours; varying from 
10s. lld, to 16s. lld. each.

TWO DRESSING-GOWN LENGTHS
OF SILK CREPON, with wool 

back, one old rose and one putty 
brown; 27s. 6d. each.

Five-yard length SAXE blue 
GABERDINE; best quality, 

double width; £2 2s. 6d.

FOR SALE—cent.

SHAWL-SHAPED CARACUL
CAPE, with musquash flounce, 

very wide, falling in full godet folds; 
with revers, high collar that turns 
down, and brocade lining; perfectly 
new; only worn a few times; price 10 
guineas.—Miss HURRY, 34, Queens- 
dale-road, Holland Park, W.

New tussore silk sleeve
less JUMPER DRESS, em

broidered round neck; medium size; 
19s. lld.

STONE-COLOUR COVERT COAT- 
ING COSTUME; coat lined cream.

CHAMPAGNE-COLOUR CHIFFON 
TAFFETA AND LACE DAY 

GOWN; modern; 29s. 6d.

REEN CLOTH SLIP-ON COAT, 
trimmed green satin, piped black; 

17s. 6d.

PAIR PATENT BUTTON BOOTS; 
grey cloth tops; size 3; 12s. 6d.

Black glace button BOOTS; 
small 3‘s; 10s.

(IHILD’S MOLE-COLOUR SILK 
• FROCK; feather-stitched, blue 
silkj length 33 inches; 12s. 6d.; new.

to LET.

LURNISHED FLAT, fifth floor, 
— overlooking Lord’s; two sitting, 
two bed, kitchen, gas-cooker, and bath 
(geyser), telephone; rent 2 guineas a 
week.—Miss F. G., c/O THE VOTE'' 
Office.

Board-residence FOR BUSI-
NESS LADIES; use of sitting and 

dining-room, bathroom (hot and cold 
supply); meals as desired; moderate 
terms arranged; City ld.—Mrs.  , 
“ The VOTE ” Office.

SMALL HOUSE, close to shore and 
station; 3 bedrooms, 2 sitting, bath 

(h. and c.), scullery, gas cooker; terms 
for August, 3 guineas per week; re
duced terms for other months or longer 
period.—Miss J., c/o “ THE VOTE."
The ideal HOME.—In a charm-

ing house in Hampstead, with 
large, shady garden, close to Tube, 
trains, and trams, Private Flats, un- 
furnished (2 rooms £1 Is., 4 rooms 
£2 2s. per week, with attendance), two 
bathrooms, constant supply of hot 
water; electric light. General dining- 
room under expert trained house- 
keeper'; meat meals, or vegetarian, or 
" uncooked,” as desired. Box 6.

TO LET—cont.

TO .LET, FURNISHED, for 10 
"months or more, very desirable 

furnished lower-floor Maisonette; two 
reception rooms, two bedrooms, ser
vant’s room, kitchen; plate and linen, 
3 minutes from Earl’s Court Station; 
large, lofty rooms; bath (h. and c).—- 
Write F. E. 8., c/o " THE VOTE."

miscellaneous.

Experienced SHORTHAND- 
TYPIST (Bookkeeping) desires 

post with society or individual engaged 
in social work; Glasgow.—Miss REID, 
c/o Barwick, Eccleston Lodge, Eaton, 
Chester.

({HARMING PAINTING executed 
— by a lady—Buttons, Dresses, Table- 
centres, Blotters, etc.; orders taken 
and specimens on view at the Minerva 
Exchange, 144, High Holborn.

HE HOMELY HOSTEL, 1, Station- 
place, Letchworth Garden City, 

Herts. Facing station; centre of town. 
Good table. Moderate terms.—Pro
prietress : Miss BUCKEA.

OUR FUTURE is of the greatest 
importance to you now. How to 

provide for it.—Write P. B., c/o " THE 
VOTE ” Office.

04-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
O and HOW TO USE THEM, free. 
Send for one.—TRIMMELL, The Herbalist, 
Ui, Richmond-rd., Cardiff. Est. 1879.

T‘HE HANDICRAFTS, 82, High- 
— street, Hampstead, N.W.— Hand- 
weavings. Hand-made Laces, Home- 
spuns. Jewellery, Basketwork, Pottery, 
etc.

Lessons in PIANOFORTE and
SINGING by Mrs. Silvester 

Sparrow; engagements solicited as 
Accompanist at Concerts, Dances, &c. 
—43, Black Lion-lane, Ravenscourt- 
park, W. 6.

A THEENIC UNDERWEAR is made 
— from best materials, is comfort- 
able, durable and guaranteed un- 
shrinkable.—Write for free book, with 
patterns, and buy direct from makers, 
Dept. 30, Atheenic Mills, Hawick 
Scotland.

The Articles for Sale are on view at the Minerva Exchange, 144, High Holborn, W.G., 10 to B. Saturdays, 10 to 1.

OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM-

THACKERAY HOTEL
Great Russell Street, LONDON. W.C. 1.

Well-appointed and commodious TEMPERANCE HOTEL . 
Passenger Lifts and Bathrooms on every floor. Lounge 
and Spacious Dining, Drawing, Writing, Reading, Billiard 

and Smoking Rooms.
Perfect Sanitation, Fireproof Floors, Telephones, Night Porters.

Bedroom, Breakfast, Attendance & Bath, 6/6 per night per person.
Full Tariff and Testimonials on application. TeL: Museum 1230 (2lines).
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