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Free Women: A Discussion both Humorous and Grave
By Sylvia Pankhurst

The meeting at Tredegar was a lively one.
A thousand people were crowded into the hall 
and it is said that as many more were turned

Al question time someone asked: ‘What 
would be_the position of [Women under Com- 
munism?

I answered : " Women would be free."
A little woman at the back of the hall, who

THE very PASSING SHOW !

Afterwards I was astonished to be told by Mr. 
Thomas that my reply : “Women will be freef' 
had been taken by large sections of the audience 
to infer that under Communism’" Women will • 
be (.ominpn. property. : . * ' * • ’

I had thought myself that the people of the 
South Wales valleys were an advanced people.

How could Mr. Thomas, who was corroborated 
in his assertion by Mr. Oliver Power, imagine 

of Mr. Thomas and Mr. Power and: caused 
them mistakenly to see reflections of the ideology 
of primitive man amongst the present-day popu- - 
lation of South Wales, or were traces of primi- ' 
tive savagery still lurking in those valleys in . 
spite of the educative powers of modern indus- ‘ 
trialism, the Welsh Board of Education and - 
the C.L.C.? ' : '

If such primitive savagery existed how was it 
that the Government inquiry into industrial un- 
rest in South Wales had not discovered it with

-the aid of Mr.‘George Barnes, and the other able

Make no nristae, the mentality which can 
imagine that the plirase " women: will be.free^

. sprung, unmistakably, from the tradition of the ; . 
? barbarous marriage by capture and the posses- 

sion of women as. chattel slaves.
Could it be that Mr. Thomas and Mr. Power 

were seriously, of opinion that such primitive ; 
... thought had persisted in the South Wales val-.. 

leys because the Welsh woman has not passed, 
like her sisters of Lancashire and Yorkshire,.

• through the mill of modern industrialism, that - 
she has remained secluded in her mountain 
cottage, whilst her man has gone out to labour . 

:. for an employer? Could it be that in the 1. 
..opinion of these local students of evolution the

-Welsh woman, because, after marriage at least, .

• tory wage labour, is still surrounded, in her 
-own eyes and those of her spouse, by the tra-

’ ditions of chattel slavery? Would these ex- 
perts perhaps declare that I am an emancipated 

woman only because there circulates in my veins 
I the blood of those Marsden women of Wigan 

who doubtless worked in the cotton factory and 
oii the pit brow, and of that Browridge woman 

■ fustian-cutter who sent her husband to the bat- 
- tle of Peterloo, and of those Brownfield women

of the potteries who doubtless turned the wheel 
for the thrower and trod the lathe for the

• turner. Perhaps they thought that even I also

mi shadows of those
-To any who ca 

" women will be fi 
common properly,”

coal-dusty. frown i ng
imagine that the

herself and no man’s property.

humourous mistake in my meaning, apparently 

the dominion of one man shemustinevitably

owner, who protects hi.
"sionsof other men, i 

... belong to himself alone.
• -Assuming that such persons exist, do they 

-regard all men as hunters, all w omen as their 

had provisusly shown considerable exo tement, that the audience hilgne awavwith suehaOnrdo.they imagine the average. woman, in 
sr amed: — - - • . very odd and extraordinary. notion. . y spile of her onward quiet and domestic aspect.

•Wcinei} AR^.fr^: we are as free as-we Had the study of primitive man through the is actually pining to fling herself into the.arm: 
want to be!’ — -" "’" < ’ medium of the C.L.C. classes befogged the minds ofalcomers and only restrained by the ..... ==*—*’* ’— ___ - --== 7 dear the master whose possession she is?
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Both these suppositions appear impossible. 
Modern workaday men and women are obviously, 
such reasonable creatures that she cannot think 
such fantastic thoughts of them. Perhaps, how- 
over, our local students will tell us that the 
sub-conscious influence of the primitive, tradition 
of marriage bycapture and chattel slavery still 
persists, amongst sections of the South Wales 
population in spit: of the beneficient influences 
of modern civilisation which our captains of in- 
dustry have lestowed upon them. :

It must be explained, that when I innocently 
used the expression " Women will be free, I 
was not thinking of the woman of to-day as the 
sexual bond-slave of her husband ; I did not 
think of her as though she were wearing one of 
those peculiar girdles into which the medieval 
baron used to lock his spouse . before setting 
forth on a journey in order to ensure that she 
should respect her matrimonial vows. I was 
thinking wholly of the economic position of the 
woman to-day.

1 was referring to the fact that if the modern 
woman, the heir of the ages, goes without the 
requisite cash to the grocer, the baker, or the 
milkman, she cannot obtain the wherewithal to 
keep herself and family from starvation, be she 
never so virtuous, never so worthy. Therefore 
she is an economic slave of theprivate property 
system.

I was referring to the fact that the modern 
married working-class woman, burdened with a 
family of children, whose welfare is dearer than 
life to her, is the economic dependent of a wage- 
slave, as a rule of an ill-paid wage slave.

I endeavoured to observe, in the hubbub cre- 
ated by the outcries of an excited woman at the 
rear of the hall, that when the modern working, 
woman becomes herself a wage-slaveand 8083 
to the factories of her native land to earn her 
bread, the very fact that shs is a woman ensures 
to her the poorest paid and the mo.t monotonous 
and distasteful work. The modern working 
woman, as everyone knows, is the sweated drudge 
of the capitalist world in which she and her 
brother arewage-s’aves.

I credit the excited little woman who was 
shouting at the back of the hall, and all the 
other women in the audience, whether they 
agreed with. mo or not, with too much common 
sense to imagine th it I was advocating or con
doning the i lea that women should be " public 
property.

The idea is to entirely uplea ant from the 
woman’s standpoint for any woman t assent 1) 
it, even in theory. If women were "common 
property" they would not be frze. Cn the con 
trary they would be slaves, the slaves of men as 
a whole and of whatever man wanted to make 
use of them. -

The modern woman, the product of ages of 
natural selection is too fastidious, t 0 individual- 
ist, too much a creature of personal affections, 
and antipathies ever to assent to a position in- 
ferior to that evert of animals in their natural 
state.

The people who propagated the silly lie about 
the nationalisation of women in Russia/ never 
themselves believed it. They knew it to be in- 
consistent with human nature.

Someone will ask here : “ What of the pros- 
tit.L?’

The answer is that the existence of the prosti- 
tute as of the man, or woman who commiti 
murder for gain, is one of the many sa 1 in- 
stances of how low men and women will sink 
in response to economic presiure.

Someone e’se asks: “ What about Free Love 
under Communism?,’ The answer to that ques
tion must be given another day.

MPORTAT!

We urgently suggest that comrades should 
endeavour to secure new subscribers to the 
“ Workers’ Dreadnought ” and that they should 
collect at meetings and from their friends what
ever is possible. However small the sum you 
can collect, it will. bo welcomed. - Send it in 
stamps or postal orders. ‘ The "Dreadnought" 
is not self-supporting: the editing and managing 
is unpaid. * ' " * "" 4' ' '7;

Spice

IN THE SACRED CAUSE OF TRADE.
Said President Wilson : " I have seen fools 

resist Providence before, and I have seen their 
destruction, such as will come agiin upon the o 
— utter destruction and contempt. That we shall 
prevail is as sure as that God reigns." I

Senator Glass, gave point to the above words 
of his. chief: “ Isolation is bitterly accused of 
responsibility for America’s diminishing com- 
merce and menacing surplus."

A NEW I.L.P. HIERO. "
Mr. Fenner Brockway protests that the class- 

war will not be preached in rural districts and 
that the I.L.P. is " now completing details of a 
constructive agricultural policy,, which justifies 
Lord Ernle, ex-Minister of Agriculture." 1

" ELECTION RUSHING."
Mr. Fenner Brockway’s statements are liter- 

ally tumbling over each other : pause: a little; 
Mr. Brock way, to let the brew grow thicker!

" If the Government has decided," hesays, 
" to rush a general election on Decamber 10th, 
a more scandalous misuse of power and'a more 
flagrant denial of democracy can scarcely be 
imagined. "

Yet Mr. Ramsay MacDonald says that Labour 
is "straining at the leash."

Haven’t they finished writing, up your can- 
vass books yet, Mr. Brockway.

A. BUSINESS COVERAMIENT ? n
The: "Daily Telegraph." asks what it is to. 

make of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s protestation 
that "′The Labour Party desires, to see the 
finances of the country handled in the way that 
a real business man would handle them.”

We 
point 
surely

ask the same thing from the opposite
of view. " A business Government
that stunt has already been discredited.

The
VOTE CATCHING.

John MacLean ’ Scottish Workers Re
publican Par’y " got 2,158 votes in the Glasgow 
municipal election. The: S.L.P. got 327 votes 
amongst three candidates. If those voles could 
be taken to mean that 2,735. Glasgow men and 
women were ready for. a Workers’ Council 
Communist Republic; we should call the number 
by no means dic juraging- al this slage. ,

no proof that the h no got
The vole really prove:that eve.I in thought. ine vure reauyi proves a* ----- 4 — ■— -=------- 7--------  ------ 

nothing; and in our opinion the election merely of South Africa, in order that they may join 
si le-tracksthe Soviet idea: i up with the proletariat of other lands for the

v /overthrow of the present capitalit system to
. ' secure the emancipation of the workers.
DELAYING PROGRESS.. • • .. 1 jsaac VERMONT.

1 rather regret, in looking back, to.sce that
my efforts were responsible for delaying the cre- —
alion of a proper sewage scheme in Stourport — ′ [la I -2001c ooono* 
for nine months.——Mr Baldwin; in receiving . -- PP8 PYP 
the Freedom, of Worcester.

Such mon as this are chosen for honours in. 
the private property State.

Many men should regret their 
for delaying Communism.

responsibility

" DIEADNOUGHT " £1,000 FUND.

Brought, forwarl, £125 18s: 41. L. ".... 
15. (monthly); I. A. Cahill, 101. (monthly); W. 
Hall, 53: (Bazaar); Tredegar meeting, Cr 153.; 
A. II. IIolt, 25. 21 Total for week, £2 13s. 2U.

E. Palmer;

RATIONAL LIVING.
A radical, independent magazine for the workers, 

devoted to the teaching of rational methods of living 
in present .society: always emphasising the social- 
economical industrial background of wrong living. 
Standsfor prevention of disease, for conservation of 
health, for drugless healing, and against all swindles 

in the healing professions. Special price for the 
readers of the ′ Workers’ Dreadnought,” 1.50 dol. 
(7/6 for 12 numbers). Our famous book, ′ The Child 
and the Home." by Dr. B. Liber, on the radical 
upbringing of children, special price for the readers’ 
of the "Workers’ Dreadnought.” 1.50 dol. (7/6). 
Address: Rational Living, 61 Hamilton Place, New

SOUTH AFRICAN NEWS.

The campaign 
Workers' Union

of the South i African Mine 
to form a coloured section, so 

that natives on the mines might belong to the 
Union, is causing the Chamber of 
anxiety. The Chamber of Mines 
the above native Union is the only 
can endanger its power. Hence 
attempts to stamp the S.A.M.W.U.

Mines great 
realises that 
thing which, 
its fanatical 
out of exis-

According to the "Guardian (Labour paper) 
the effort to organise the native workers is “one 
of the most important and far-reaching changes 
in industrial outlook that has oc urred for many 
years.'

It is the intention of the S.A.M.W.U. to dis- 
cuss the question of organising the native mine 
workers at the annual meeting of the general 
council with a view to the constitution being 
altered so as to permit of coloured sections being 
formed. " ■
**At the monthly meeting of the central section 
of the Union, held at the Trades Hall, Johannes- 
bu:irg, the General Secretary reported:

" That a [coloured] mine-boy, representing 
himself as a delegate from his mine, calle 
at the Union office with a request to be 
supplied with a quantity of membership cards 
for his friends, who were ready to pay in

The report further mentions that one of 
incipal items was the serious reduction in 

the 
the

. employment of white ■ miners during the past 
. eighteen months, and the indication that many 
: more were likely to be-discharge after March, 
-1924, when the 10.5 to I ratio comes to an 

end. Many men were reported to be working 
for wages less than -December,1921, rates.

The first effect of organisation is bound to be 
an increase in native wages. Too long have the 

prevent . the Chamber of Mines playing off the 
white miners against; thecoloured and native 
miners. • It has taken a long time for the Com- 
munists to make the white miners see that the 
coloured 
together 
munists

. and the 
workers

and nalive miners must take their part 
in industrial organisation. The Com- 
advocated equal pay for equal work, 
ac eptance of the coloured and native 
unreservedly an1 without restriction in 

skilled t c upations.
Our aim, which international one and 

is to organise the nawone aiming at revolution, . 
lives, not only on the Rand, but in the whole

By TOM ANDERSON.
(Proletarian Schools.). _

Last Sunday a man came to our meeting; 
just an ordinary proletarian. We had never see 

′ him before. During the service he was deeply 

repealed the " maxims
As the children 
eyes seemed to 

dance with joy, and at the singing of our songs I 
. could hear a deep mellow bass voice blending 

, in harmony with the children’s. And so 1 looked 
to the partof the hill - from whence came tkp 
harmony. And there I met the rugged face of 
the Crossing Sweeper. 1 knew he was not a 
“ down and out,the face was too bright, hi 
eyes bespoke that courage of men who live. Our 

. lesson for the day was on “ Making Work," and 
I cannot do better than give it to my readers, 
I read, the lesson from our school magazine, 

‘ "Proletcult."
' " MAKING WORK.

- —Girls and boys, I said, -" let me read you
. this short lesson on Making Work. ” '

They are going to make work for themen 
, who are not working. .They are going to get 

them to dig great big holes in the ground, 
the biggest - holes youhavee ver seen ; some of 

them will be nearly a mile long and nearly 
that in depth. Then they will get all the school 
children to come and look at the great big 
holes that the workmen have made, and the, chil
dren will clap their hands with joy and shout, 
and dance, and sing, and say its atopper— 
nearly as big as the sei. Then after they have 
got all the holes nicely finished, and they cannot 
dig any more, one of the big men will come 
down and look at them, and they will have a 
banquet, and all the line ladies willbe there 
and they will say a lot of nice things ; and they 
they will look at the workmen who have made 
the bi holes, an 1 they will find that they are 
not w’king. So they will be greatly disturbed 
about the matter, an 1 so the greatmen will 
hold a council in a place they call Parliament, 
and they will decide how much further they can 
give the workmen work. And it so happened on 
the day on which they were considering the mat- 
ter in the great council that a very wise man 
rose from his place; he was one of those great, 
leaders of Labour—and his hair was grey. Be- 
fore he spoke he looked round the great coun- 
cil hall, and the light of God shoe on his leauli- 
ful face. “My lor ls,’he sail, ‘ there is nothing 
better to keep the workmen working than that 
they should starland fill the holes up aguin. 
The workmen will think it is work ; and as long 
as they do so, we are perfectly sale.’ And the 
great council agreed that this should be done."

The Crossing Sweeper, at the finish of the 
lesson, clapped his hands ever so loud ; he was 
so pleased with the story that many of the chil
dren looked round at him. You do not get 
many Crossing Sweepers with an outlook so 
keen as - that; in fact, you get very few work- 
men that could understand the meaning of a 
simple story like that.

We concluded our service, as we always do, 
by the singing of “ The "International," and wo 
all stand when we sing this song, because itis 
our battle-call. And one’s batUc-call must be 
sung with courage and reverence. At the finish 
of the song I said, as is my usual custom, Good 
afternoon, girls and boys," and the children of 
the proletarians reply in no mistaken fashion: 
" Good afternoon, Comrade.”

I then went right over to the Crossing Sweep- 
er and said "Goo I day. Comrade. . Did you 
enjoy our school?" A tear-drop fell from that 
rugged face, a tear of joy and sympathy, for 
emo lion had taken hold of him. But he brushed 
the tear away and shook my hand firmly. En- 
joy it? I gloried in it. 1 have-walked four 
miles this morning to be at your school, because 
1 had read of you in the ” Dreadnought. What 
can I do for you.

I clapped him on the back. " Just work the 
same as 1 am doing." But he said I am only a 
Crossing Sweeper. "So much the better, - 1 
said. “By the God above and the gods below, 
what we want to-day is men and women who 
will work, Comrade. And so I have enrolled 
into our army a man whom the gods have 
made — only a Crossing Sweeper.And you who 
read these lines, what are you doing? Are you 
only digging holes? If so, give up. The har- 
vest will only come as you sow and reap. God 
only knows them who make themselves greater 
than the beasts.

Unemployed Workers 
Organisation.

The mass meeting held. under the auspice; 
of the U.W.O.in the Town Hall. Edmonton, on 
November r 11 h, wasa . grea I success. It wa; 
said by many who attended that it was by far 
the best meeting held in Edmonton for some 
lime. yisniets; ■ . To- ’

Comrades Mummery and Soderberg put the 
case of the unemployel in a very efficient man- 
ner. Some very interesting questions were asked 
and a good discussion took place, which mainly 
dealt with the "split " in the unemployed move- 
ment. The questions were satisfactorily answered 
and I am sure a number were convinced of the 
justification of the U.W.O., its merits, and the 
useful work it is capable- of achieving.

Poplar and Bow Branches were represented.
The committee, had arranged to take over 

some of the most active members, tvomotor 
lorries were hired and about sixty members went. 
This resulted in well advertising the U.W.O. and 
a very enjoyable evening for those who went.

Mr. Seurr failed to be present at Poplar last 
week, but he has informed us that he will come 
on Tuesday next, November 13th. If he keeps 
his word a full report of his speech will appear 
next week. It is very important, as he was the 
person responsible for the baton raid in Poplar.

On Thursday, November 15th, the U.W.O. is 
holding its first aggregate meeting, to take place 
in Poplar Town Hall from 10.30—5 p.m.

This meeting will be held to revise the rules, 
andif necessary, to alter or adjust the constitu- 
lion/ The U.W.O., being truly a rank and file 
movement, is leaving any alteration, etc., to the 
discretion of the meniber-, who will have every 
opportunity on Thursday.

Comrade Robinson (late Secretary, Poplar), 
who was very seriously hurt in the baton raid, 
discharged himself from hospital last week. He 
is still in a very bad condition, but informs us 
thatthe other comrades who are still in hos- 
pilal are progressing favourably.

Very large indoormeetings are being held 
throughout the borough, which goes to prove 
the interest that is being displayed by the work- 
ers in the U.W.O.

Any communication concerning the U.W.O. 
should be .addressed : Area Secretary, U.W.O., 
Town Hall, Poplar.

J. T. BELLAMY.
Area Organiser.

Lessons for Young 
Proletarians

GEORGE STEPHENSON.
George Stephenson, the inventor of the loco, 

engine, and also of the safety lamp, was born of 
working-class parents. His inventions met with 
determined hostility from the engineers and 
scientific men of his day. To them he was an 
outsider, " not one of us." He had not received 
the education of a civil engineer, how then could 
he teach his betters.

Stephenson’s pa ren 13 1 ived in the colliery - vil - 
I age of Wylam, near Newcastle-on-Tyne, in a 
two-storied four-roomed cottage divided between 
four families. The house stood on the road be- 
tweer. Newcastle and Hexham. In one of the 
lower rooms George Stephenson and his five 
brothers and sisters were born and lived.

George Stephenson’s father Robert, known as 
Old Bob, was a Scotsman who came to England 
as a gentleman's servant. Mabel, the mother of 
George, was the daughter of Robert Carr, a dyer 
of Ovington. She was a delicate woman : her 
neighbours said she had " the vapours," but des- 
cribed her, nevertheless, as a " rale canny body."

Samuel Smiles, in his " Life of George St- 
phenson,’ gives the following description of 
Stephenson’s father, obtained from an old Wy- 
lam collier:

“ Geordie’s fayther war like a peer o’ deals 
nailed tegither, an’a bit o’ flesh i th’ inside; 
he war as queer as Dick’s ha tband—went thrice 
aboot and wudn’t Lil. His wife Mabel war a 
delicat boddie, an varry flighty. They war 
an honest family, but sair hadien doon i’ th’ 
word. ′
The father earned no more than twelve shil- 

lings a week, there was a shortage of food and 
clothing, nothing to spare for education : none 
of the children went to school.

Old Bob" was a general favourile in the 
village and "Bob’s engine-fire " was the most 
popular haunt there because of the wonderful 
stories that Bob used to tell to those who gath- 
cred round.

When George was eight years old, Old Bob’s 
engine was pulled down and he had to move 
with his family to Dewly Burn to get work as 
a colliery fireman. The family lived there in a 
one-roomel co’tage in a row.

George got work as a-cowherd at twopence 
a day. One Saturday night he went with hit 

sister Neil to Newcastle, and as she was fifteen- 
pence short of the money to buy herself a ship 
bonnet, George spent several hours holding gen- 
tlemen’s horses to earn the require- " siller.”

Such is the education of genius ender Ga pi- . 
talism.

In his spare time young George Stephenson, 
with his friend Bill Thirlwall, modelled engines 
out of clay from the neighbouring bog, using 
the hemlocks growing about it to make imitation 
steam pipes.

Later on George was set to lead the horses 
at the plough and to hoe turnips for fourpence 
a day, and later still he -worked in the colliery 
sorting the rubbish from the coal at 6d. a 
day, raised to eightpence when he was promoted 
to driving the horse that pulled the coal tubs.

He was described then as “ a grit growing lad 
with bare legs an’ feet," " very quick-witted 
and full of fun and tricks : indeed there was 
nothing under the sun but he tried to imitate.

George’s father was very fond of birds and 
George also loved them. He did not confine 
them in cages, But tamed them by kindness so 
that they would fly in and out of the cottage 
and roost upon the be I hold at night. One of 
his blackbird friends would make its home in 
the cottage till pairing time, go to the woods to 
rear its young and then return to the cottage 
after its young brood had learned to fly.

At fourteen years George was appointed as- 
sistant fireman to his father at is. a day.

At length the coal at Dewley Burn was worked 
out; the Stephensons were obliged to leave their 
home to ‘fallow the wark.”

They moved to Jolly’s Close, Newburn, ta 
work at a colliery owned by the Duke of 
Northumberland called " the Duke’s Winnin " ; 
and after to " Mid Mill Winnin.” From there 
George went with a young man named Coe to 
work a pumping engine at Throckley Bridge. 
Tits wages were raised to 123. a week and he told 
his companions : ” I am now a made man for 
life."

At seventeen George was made plugman to an 
engine at Water-row, of which his father was 
fireman. Thus he was promoted beyond his 
father. He had applied himself to learn the 
construction of the engine and seldom needed 
to call the chief engineer of the colliery to his 
aid.

Stephenson could not read, but he used to get 
friends to come to read the newspapers to him 
by his engine fire. He li tenel with special eager- 
ness to accounts of the exploits of Napoleon, 
then campaigning in Italy. Hearing from a 
newspaper that the Egyptians hatched eggs by 
artificial heat, he procured birds’ eggs, placed 
them in flour in a warm place in the engine- 
room and turned them every twelvehours. They 
chipped and some of them had well-grown chicks, 
but they never hatched.

Stephenson still continued modelling engines. 
He heard of the wonderful inventions of Boul- 
ion and Watt and that these were fully described 
in books, but he could not read, he had not even 
learnt his letters. So he must learn : he went 
to a night school taught by a poor teacher, 
Robin .Cowens. Stephenson paid 3d. a week 
for three nights’ teaching. At nineteen he was 
proud to have learnt to write his name. In 
1799 he went to another teacher, who was said 
to be very good at arithmetic. Andrew Robertson, 
and paid (d. a week. Robertson was proud 
of his pupil, and when Stephenson was obliged 
to “ fallow the wark ” to Black Gatterton, Rob- 
ertson moved with him.

George had now a faithful dog who used to 
bring his dinner to him is a tin can tied round 
his neck. The other dogs used to run after 
the faithful messenger to get the dinner, but he 
always evaded them till one day a hg butcher’s 
dog fell upon him. There was a great fight. 
Stephenson’s dog won, but though he still had 
the tin, the dinner had been spilt in the struggle.

Stephenson now desired to become a brakes- 
man to the winding engine. Ho learnt the work 
from his friend Bill Coe, but his advance was 
opposed by a banksman called William Locke 
(father of one of the same name who afterwards 
became M.P.) Locke used to stop the working of 
the pit when Stephenson was called in to the 
brake and pretend that the fault was Stephen- 
son’s But his friend Bill Coe exposed the posi- 
tien to the manager, and at 20 years of age 
George was appointed to the responsible post of 
brakesman to the Dolly Pit

(To be continue.)
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Our Diew,
THAT HOLLOW SHAM, the generalelection, 

is upon us in all its old-time trappings. Tariff 
Reform versus Free Trade is the 

The ! very issue on which the professional 
General politician most dearly loves to fight. 
Election because it is an issue that will 

never be finally settled, whi sl buy- 
ing and selling lasts, and because it does not 
touch, the fundamentals of the economic system. 
This election will be as futile as any that has 
been held since the days of our grandfathers.

The Labour Party, lacking a definite policy, 
will not be able to prevent Free Trade versus 
Protection being a main election issue, although 
the workers care nothing at all for the issue. 
Mr. MacDonald, in his speech at the Caledonian 
Baths, declared:

" I am implicitly pledged to fulfil a policy 
that is going to give Europe a new heart and 
a new sanity.”
What that policy is Mr. MacDonald has never 

explained, though he has given it to be under- 
stood that it will be more independent of France 
than the policies of the late Government; have 
been.

The Capital Levy is also a plank in the Labour 
Party programme, but some of the Labour can- 
didates are afraid of it and will thrust it as 
far as they can into the background. Mr. Philip 
Snowden, entertained by the Delphian coterie 
at the Cannon Street llotel, declare that the 
time for proposing the Capital Levy is not so 
favourable as it would have been three or four 

any case it must be recognised by all 
thoughtful people that the Capital Levy would 
make no fundamental change. in the economic 
position.

Mr. MacDonald

Caled o nian B a ths ■ ■: 
the unemployed."

made a principal plank in 
Labour Party principles at 
"Work or maintenance for

Mac-
Donald notlong ago bitterly attackel the 

unemployed for demanding i work 

THE

How to 
Use the 
Elections

the 
to hold Communist meetings and 
ci tribute Communist lile aure ex- 
po.ing the futility of the elections. 
Do not be entrapped into support- 
ing propaganda of which you dis

though you may think oneparly a few shades 
less harmful than the other.
, Remember, that the only thing which will 
count, in the long run, is the spread 
munist thought." Those little crosses 

deluded workers in futile palliatives will all "$ 
find their way into the waste paper basket of old 
Father lime. Theteaching they revealwill t

For our

faith in your comrade

have outgrown ; help them to set out en the 
highway to the knowledge you have gained.

* *

THE ELECTORS ARE SUPPOSED TO DE- 
CIDE the tariff issue. Ostensibly the General

Election is. being held precisely for 
Tariffs that object, but the Imperial Con- 
Being ference has declared for tariff’s and 
Arranged-:. imperial prolection, whilst the 

\ Prime Minister has appointed a 
committee to advise him on the proposed duties. 
We suspect, that there will be some new tariffs 
with imperial preference to please the Dominion 
capitalists whichever Party wins the election. 
That is a bold prophecy to make and many will 

. dissent from il. . Our answer is : ” Wait and 
ste. ‘ • ----- pho

* .c* - ;
. THE COMPOSITION, of the Advisory Com- 
mittee is interesting: the notorious Tory reac-

, tionaries. Lord Milner, Lord Kyl- 
The " sant (a shipper), Sir Algernon 
Advisory ■ Firtl (who has been.President of 
Commilice theBritish Chambers of Com-

. ■ ‘ merce, from 1912), Sir Peter Ry- 
lands (a steel and iron magnate who has also 
been President of the Fe leration of British In- 

.dustries),. Sir William Ashley (joint author of 
the Unionist S.R. Commnittec Report on In- 
dustrial Unrest), Mr. Begins (chairman of the 
Tariff Reform League), and Mr. Arthur Pugh 
(General Secretary of the Iron an 1 Steel Trades 
Confedera tion and ol,the British Iron, Steel, 
and Kindred Traces Association). These repre- 
sent a formidable array of the forces of privi- 
lege and reaction.

-___  .

THE COMEDY of Hitler, Ludendorf, Von 
Kahr, Von Knilling and Von Lossow came to an 

absurd slop when their fellow 
T:hr, . comedians turnel upon II ter and 
Munich i Ludendor and put them under. ar- 
Comedy ' . rest. Ilil’er is apparently out. of 

it, but Ludendorf. may yet be given 
a position of power and pomp under the re- 
action. Reaction is in control of Germany, but 
the various reactionary factions are sparring 
amongst themselves. . The Military and Court 
Party feels. jealous of the industrial magnates 
of more or less plebeian origin, whilst amongst 
the monarchist; the supporters of the ox-Kaiser, 
the ex-Crown Prince and Prince Rupprecht have 

■ also their rivalries. ■ , ’
•Meanwhile the capitalist system holds and the 
people suffer,chaos grows.

The Soviet Government’ could have hastened 
the break-up of the existing ’ system by pro- 
mising wholeheartel support of the German 
workers’ revolution, 
there are . discussions 

' in food ; but there 

that in Russia 
cring assistance

mise that there 
the revolution ;

will be food from Russia for 
no food from Russia for the 

THE STORY ihit not only the Crown Prince 
Kaiser has Bean granted passports

Till the all sorts
■Crei'Fnan. : : is even ‘ pi 
Monarchy be.ma. Mont 
J {e-EUa blished? lished on

it

re-estab- 
th with

‘ cither: the ex-Kaser or his eld- 
psi son on the throne. The Allied Government: 
are officially supposel to oppose such a restora- 
tion, but upholders of the Monarchy in this 
country would have no -objection of principle 
to the restoration. To them it is merely a 
question of the political tendency of whoever 
is to control the policies of the German State.

The Royalties of this and every country will 
of course hope for Germany to be again a 
monarchy, because it will make their own thrones 

in which the people are cruelly Iled by the capi-

e talitarian society.

AFTER SAXONY it was obvious that the 
Stresemann Government would attack Thuringia, 

because Thuringii, like Saxony, had 
Thuringia a Social Democratic Government 

which was Socialist enough to pre- 
fer a coalition with the Communists to a coa- 
lition with capitalist parties. The troops of the 
Reich, as was expected, have occupied Weimar, 
and in restoring an order which had not been 
disturbed they killed and wounded about 8 
civilians. The Communist movement is being 
systematically suppressed.

The Communist-Socialist Coalition, having 
made no plan to meet such violence, merely sub- 
milled. Such is Parliamentarism, an affair of 
resolutions. An over whelm ing proportion of 
Saxor workers was - supposed to support the 
Socialist-Communist Government ; yet no in- 
dustrial or other action was used to check this 

‘reactionary violence, which was illegal even ac- 
cording to the standards of Capitalism.

THE POSITION in Germany is obviously one 
of great confusion. A babel of political quack;

- are voicing conflicing schemes. A 
The -clear Communist outline of the 
Great life to follow the nightmare of 
Needs . —Capitalism, a clear course of ac- 

tion for the masses to follow in 
order to attain that life, are the great needs, in 
Germany, as everywhere.. The subtle intriguer 
who insists that gray is white because he fear; 
the people may prefer black does but befog and 
complicate the situation where it is a paramount 
necessity that all shall be clearly understood by 
the people.

THE SUMMARY of the Imperial Conference 
decisions is an important document because it in- 

dicales the direction in which the 
Ths capitalist interests ruling the Bri- 
Imperial ti h Empire are tra eling. 
Conference ■ The statement is ominous that 

if the Allies fail to agree on Rte- 
parations and the German situation “ the results 
would be inimical both to the peace and to the 
economic recovery of the world. The review 
of Britain’s warships arranged for the Imperial 
Premiers was no mere pleasure spectacle : it was 
intended to stiffen their backs in case the Do- 
ininions be called on for warlike co-operation.

The proposal that if the Allies fail to agree 
on Reparations Great Britain should itself call 
another conference " to examine the financial 
and economic problem in its widest aspect " i; 
an indication of economic war if the Empire 
fails to get its way and a promise of further Im- 
perial Protection to benefit the Dominions.

The Imperial Conference of course declared 
against any break-up of the German States, both 
for fear the seceding States might come under 
French influence and to maintain a Germany 
strong enough to prove a counterpoise to France.

Rooted determination to prevent the real in
dependence of Egypt was subtly conveyed by ex
pressing satisfaction that an advance had been 
made towards " a pacific settlement of this com- 
pitox problem, which will safeguard communi- 
cations between several parts of the Empire.

It was decided that a Treaty signed by repre- 
sentatives of one part of the Empire will only 
commit that part of the Empire, and if the 
Treaty affects other parts, of the Empire they 
are to be consulte I. The object of this is os
tensibly to give greater power to the Dominion 
to make them equal partners in the Empire, 
and remove the predominance of the Mother 
Country, and to make the Imperial Government 
at Westminster no longer an Imperial Govern- 
ment. As a matter of fact, however, the ten- 
dency will gradluilly be to commit the Domin- 
ions to expenditure and war preparations mac 
in Westminster, with the assent of the Dominion 
Premiers given without the knowledge of the 
Dominion peoples.

Another object of the resolutions is probably 
to bolster up the claim of the British Empire 
to an overwhelming vote in the League of Na- 

lions on the ground that the various Dominions 
are separate nations.

1 * *■
THE MOST SERIOUS DECISION of the Con- 

ferezes, the one which will produce reverbera-

Hons in other countries, i; that 
Empire each portion of the Empire shall be 
Defenceresponsible for its own local, de- 

fer.ee.
The intention is clear that while the West- 

minster Government has increased it: expendi- 
lure on Army, Navy and Air Force far beyond 
pre-war standards, and proposes to spen 1 much 
more, the Dominions, who used t rely on the 
Imperial Forces organised from Westminster, 
are now to develop naval, military and air force: 
of their own.

The Conferenc: gave its blessing to the Singa- 
pore naval base and declared it necessary for 
Great Britain to maintain " a Home Defence Air 
Force of sufficient strength to give adequate 
protection against air altaek by the strongest 
air force within striking distance of her shores.

That of course means the air force of France.
* *.

THE SOLEMN FARCE of pretending that In- 
dia is one of the so-called self-governing Domin- 

ions, like > Canada or Australia, 
India as a was played throughout the Con- 
Dominion ferer.c:. The Indian puppets as- 

tisted in playing the game by mak- 
ing appropriate speeches of gratiluile for being 
allowed to be present, but th y found the farce 
rather tragic when the status of Indians in other 
parts of the Empire came to be discussed, and 
no hope was raise that the colour bar raised 
against all classes of Indians would be abolishe | 
by the boasted democracies of the " British Com- 
monwealth of I’ree, Nations. Not only, were 
the Dominion Premiers hostile. The Duke of 
Devonshire, on behalf of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, made it clear that, though the Conference 
had agreed to a committee to discuss theques- 
tion, the colour disabilities applied in Kenya 
represent the settle J policy of the Government 
and are I the very best it is prepare to do for 
the Indians.

- * *
THE CONFERENCE decided that a marred 

woman must continue to take the nationality 
of her husband whether she will 

Nationality ‘ or no, unless the married stat: 
of Women has to all practical purposes 

come , to an end. In that case 
she may be readmitte l to British citizenship. 

The United States permits a married woman 
to choose her nationalily. Under Communism 
nationality as a legal status will disappear.

Karl Liebknecht’s Letters.

APPENDIX.
An Appeal for the abolition of the Tris: h. System

Spring, 1918.
An endeavour should be made to associate 

prisoners with other men, to unite them to 
society. Instead of which they are completely 
separated from their fellows, exclude from so- 
ciety, exiled from their family. They should 
be brought to serve the general interest, made 
part of it, and, on the contrary, they and their 
acquaintar.cs are kept strangers to each other; 
they are divided from the interests of human- 
kind by a strict and artificial isolation. - No 
news is permiltel to reach them from the out- 
side world as regards their immediate personal 
interests ; no newspapers (except those giving 
war news during the war). Ideal interests should 
be made more accessible to them, infused into 
then, and instead al l ’ intellectual occupation, 
reading, etc., is granted only as a favour, while 
it should be looked upon and adopted as a most 
important means of education an l reform. The 
hours of freelom, not less important for edu
cation than the hours of labour, are so short, 
and are curtailel as much as possible.

Prisoners should be accustomed as much as 
possible to independence ( excite the feeling 
of independence : compare the 16th verse of 
the " Years of teaching of Master William ’ 
of Goethe "); and what happens instead is that 
those who have any spirit of independence are 
crushed, and bent, and are driven irreparably 
towards secret and underground dealings, towards 
the lowest regions; and any good instincts they

may have are corrupted, perverted, poisoned.
The prisoners should be accustomed also to 

have free intercourse with capable educated men, 
should be encouraged to feel the necessity of 
such intercourse, while, on the contrary, they 
are left to the evil influences which they exert 
on each other, mutually ruining each other, and 
in general looked upon as " things "; the easiest 
way is still to let them follow their own im- 
pulses. The officials, with few exceptions, do 
not trouble about them, and arc mostly incapable . 
of it from the educational point of view. They 
are scheduled, kept under military discipline, 
instead of receiving the individual treatment they 
need. There is suspicion and distrust at every 
turn, instead of confidence. What good there is 
in them should be carefully brought out and fos- 
tered by openness and trust. But they arc 
taught underhandedness, forced, by a too rigid 
system, into hypocrisy and obstinacy, into a 
spiritual life of subterfuge, even their external 
life rendered false, and poisoned by secrecy. In- 
stead of a regular plan for creating and pro
tecting in them self-confidence, there is an or- 
ganised system of crushing and destroying all 
self-confidence out of . them. Instead of in- 
dividual treatment and education, systematic op- 
pression and stultification. Instead of a mode 
of life which should inculcate a wholesome and 
regular way of living in a state of freedom, 
subjection to a daily round which, apart from 
work, is altogether abnormal and impossible, 
destroying all genuine desire for usefulness, suf- 
locating all desire for improvement, and which, 
by obliging them to go to bed early and to re
main many hours in darkness (during the war 
artificial Tight was saved altogether) excites every 
undesirable instinct imaginable.

■ These poor individuals, weakened and ren- 
dered incapable of governing themselves by un- 
healthy social conditions, should be strengthened, 
encouraged, reinvigorated, and instead, they are 
corrupted and their self-respect, completely des
troyed. Instead of developing in them a feel- 
ing of independence, they are, so crushed, that 
when they come out of prison they behave like 
great foolish children, and use their liberty 
to vent their long-repressed instincts. Even their 
work is often nothing better than an incite- 
ment to mean rivalry instead of being a regular 
and instructive apprenticeship. Every effort 
should be made to keep them in touch with 
their family, but, on the contrary, they are al- 
most entirely separated from it, and instead of 
being allowed to work and provide for their 
family, it Practically ceases to exist for them. 
The social instinct should be roused and 
strengthened and the feeling of human salidarity 
instilled, and on the contrary by a crippling 
atmosphere of small meannesses and trivialities 
the wort and grossest kind of egoism is en- 
couraged. All roads, all doors should be thrown 
open to the released prisoner, the one repentant 
siner in a hundred welcomed (there is more 
joy over one repentant sinner than over ninety- 
nine just men)—and what happens: they are 
branded ; no work can be found for them, the 
workers often refuse to work with them. Even 
the ‘institution for the assistance of ex-prison- 
ers ‘‘ is an evidence of the utter indifference of 
present-day society to the crusade against evil; 
it fetters and stigmatises; in its actual form it is 
a social cancer ; a chain which the ex-con- 
vict drags about for ever, very little better than 
police supervision ; it generates hypocrisy, 
bigotry, falsehood, fawning; it does not produce 
a character, which can only be developed by 
training and effort, not by softness and kindly 
benevolence; by softening down stubbornness, 
not by breaking of bones and relaxing of sinews: 
by regular useful work, not by contemptuously 
granting work as a favour ; by positive treat- 
ment, not negative ; by working a revolution s 
to speak in the individual himself. How much 
might be done by making use of the prisoner’s 
own initiative, of their very organisation? How 
much, might be done by fighting against the 
causes of crime! In short, the weakness of the 
social ties which should bind these poor crea- 
tures to their fellows, instead of being helped 
and strengthened, is often increased irreparably 
through the destroying and weakening influences 
of this system, and also through the destruction 
of the family, left without means of support, 
the vicious circle of our prison system, and espe-

cially the effect of solitary confinement upheld 
by Krohne, Finke] berg, and others, often sensi- 
ble men enough otherwise. And lastly add the 
effects of the dirt and the bungled and useless 
work. There is no question of regular technical 
training for a future trade or business; indeed it 
often happens that any inclination for work, or 
any aptitude already acquired is lost for want 
of practice ; this is particularly pernicious in the ' 
case of the younger prisoners who are not yet 
proficient in anys trade and who, when they 
leave prison, find themselves. utterly without 
means of supporting themselves, and also for 
the elder men who have almost reached the age 
limit for social usefulness. They are forced to 
work in prison, but in such a way that their 
work, instead of being a relic to them, is a ■ 
weight and a torment. They are paid only after: 
three years of work, and at the rate of one mark : 
a month! So that their work has no value to 
themselves, and payment is given as a reward, 
not as a right? Disciplinary measures: chains 
and flogging. Provision for medical treatment 
or isolation in case of sickness: not the least 
idea.. They are forced into an unnatural and 
painful regularity of life which may or may lipt, 
continue as regular habit after release. In fact, 
this so-called " order ” is generally abandoned 
immediately after release . and is looked upon 
as a chain which must be borne. • Certain bad 
habits are restrained, but not in such a way 
that the restriction comes from the awakening, 
of free will in the individual himself. Some 
means should be taken to prevent the continu- 

■ ance of evil habits and inclinations, but in fact 
what generally happens is that not only the sin- 
ner . himself but all his family are thrown into 
the abyss, and the prison itself is often a first- 
class breeding place for criminals, and all the 
vices and defects of the weak, the oppressed and 
the spurned are cultivated and nurtured as in 
a well-manured field—servility and cunning, spy- 
ing and diffidence, envy and falsehood, destroying 
all incentive to improvement in those who have 
been wrongly directed from the start. By treat- 
ing the criminals as instruments in the hands of 
others and depriving them of all free will and 
initiative, • all power of controlling their own 
actions, or desire to do so, all possibility of de- 
veloping the strength of will necessary for im- 
provement is lost. So that every effort to ren
der the criminal fit for. society by means of im- 
prisonment is not only vain and hopeless, a for
lorn hope destined to failure, and at the best 
a pious wish of humanitarian visionaries, it is 
in reality a vicious circle from which there is no 
escape. All attempts at reform by this means 
cannot prevent the evil from spreading frooi the 
guilty to the innocent, who being plunged into 
misery and contumely, become an easy! prey 
to crime and prostitution. Crime as a social 
phenomenon cannot be isolated, but must be 
studied in relation to the other social phenomena 
from which it is derived, a running sore in the 
actual unhealthy condition of human society. 
It can only be treated by social means, that is, 
by eliminating the causes, drying up the sources, 
fighting poverty and misery, in every form, des- 
troying poverty and neglect and inculcating a 
spirit of independence, of individual freedom 
and the realisation of Self. All psycho-spiritual 
education so-called can only have any real and 
lasting result when we have created the social 
conditions necessary to that end. ,s

THE LAST NOTE WRITTEN BY , 
LIEBKNECHT.

Ber’in, 10th January, 1919.
My dearest,

1 hope you are all well and are not anxious 
on my account. You will soon see me, and 
shall have news of me every day. Was notHelmi 
at home this morning early? Much love and 
many kisses to you my darling.

YOUR CHARLES. 
Kiss the children for me. Kind regards to 

Hilma and the rest. .. P .
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39, Shuttle Street,
Glasgow.

ONE PENNY.



4
THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT.

Review of the Struggles of the Catering 
Trade Employees

By W. McCARTNEY

(Late Viee-President, United Catering Trade
. Union.)

respectably, but rewards come to them for doing 
it!-

Next follows a li-t of LABOURERS (married, 
single; shepherds and cowmen) WHO HAVE 
BEEN EMPLOYED FOR LONG PERIODS 
WITHOUT INTERMISSION ON THE SAME 
FARM. OR WITH THE SAME FARMER. G.

The German
Situation

of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Germany:

" A. Establishing direct connections. In 
reference to A., for the present to try to get 
in direct touch with higher (military) ofhi- 
cers that are known for their Nationalistic 
sentiments but who do not belong to Facist

1.

• Let 
i-cooks 
: Joints

us now consider the position of 
and carvers. Take first the roast (
are weighed before being put in the oven 

, and again when taken out. Then they are re- 
• turned to the carver, who receives a cheque

dropped from sheer exhaustion, or were over- 
come by the foul sme’l:. ■ 7

number of these kitchens are dens for breeding

Burkham :
Lillywhite, .
Colonel W.

And ther other
Besley, Med-

(From the I.W.M.A.)
Since the Government has given up

organisations. Thus with men such
Lettow.Vorbeck (notorious murderer

as 
of

pas-

. and the remains of the joint are also weighed.
For the joints he receives each cook writ 03 out 

"la cheque, which is signed by the chef and taken 
- to the stores, and everything require is weighed 
or counted.
, Every cook in the majority of places has to 
afind his own white uniform, and pay for iti 

washing out of his wages.
Wages for cooks (men) to-day, exclu ling chef, 

ran from £2 to £3 per week, and in many cases 
: less than £3, less in surince. Supply ig and keep: 

ing clean the uniform makes a great drain on 
.wages, thus: White coat to buy, 6s. t IOs.;
"ditto to wash, 81. to rod.; white cap to buy,

Is. to is. 61. ; ditto to wash, 3d. t id.; white 
.apron to buy, Is. to 2s.; ditto t wash, 3d. or 
. 4d.; trousers to buy, 5s. to 6s.; ditt to wash, 
. is. to Is. 6d.
. A cook’s laundry generally consists weekly of 

′. one pair of trousers, is.; three coats, 23. ; two 
caps, 6d. ; six aprons, is. 6d.; total, 5s.

The cook must also supply his own knives, etc. 
i The only per onal utensil some places supply is a 
icloth or two called a rubber for holding hot 

' -dishes, pans, etc.
... Sometimes these are so ba lly worn that burns 

and scalds are the result. But still the manage • 
ment refuses to buy new rubbers, in- spite of 
the complaints about the rotten state of the old 
ones.

I know some large catering firms where on 
your engagement you are given a paper which 

generally runs something like this :—"I agree to 
terms of engagement, re wages, paid up to the 
time of leaving. No notice given or required.— 
Signed, So-and-So."

Although this may sometimes work out t the 
advantage of the kitchen worker who has got 
another job, one never knows at what moment 
he is going' to get the sack, and sometimes one 

. does not know what it is for.
J-have seen four persons sacked at different 

times in the same day in the same kitchen, and 
1 . no reason given.

, One instance I remember. The manager se t 
the man’s wages up the lift in a sealed envelope, 
with a message, "Tell him to clear out ; and 

. that was all.

. Several large catering firms owning many res- 
' .taurants and hotels, before the “great war

.. employed all men in the kitchen. During the 
' , war they employed women in several grades of 
. work. Now, after the war, thereis hardly a 
. man employed in a large number of their ki I- 
. . • chens, simply because women are cheaper than

, men.
Women to-day make the fires, clean the 

kitchen, fetch the coal, cook the food, c * in the

kitchens would at onc: be pulled down.
Some places make attempt; to keep down 

the rats, mice and cockroacnes that infest the 
kitchens by making contract; with firm of ver- 
min-killers, but thee are as bad as ever a day

cooking. 1 have • CI 
mice nests in them.

It is a remmon : 
the pipes, mice al

pul ready for

the floor.

or ca ting your food.
One can understand what effect these cond:- 

lions of working must have on the life and

and waitresses let us sum up the charges 
the owners of the kitchens. These are :

accommodation or none, unhealthy, dirty, small

distinctions amongst the kitchen workers. Add 
to these fraud and extortion by the agents.

What wonder that the kitchen worker is, 
generally speaking, undersized and white-face], 
that his eyesight is bad, that he is poorly clothed 
and suffers from chest and stomach complaint:.

alter hi J cond tons?

right through history, 
their environment and

a ways been the same 
some arise in spite of 
protest and fight and

conditions, I abolish the
Some done 

Some
their

it is hard 
men under

silver, wash the pots and pans.
laborious work, fit not even for

" ‘. existing conditions.
Women are doing this work for

wage, bad conditions, and disgusting, indigest-
a able “food," and we are told by Sir George New-

man, Chief Medical Officer of Health to the 
‘ Board of Education, that forty per cent, of

school children have physical defects, whilst ther: 
"is definite malnutrition, heart disease, anemia, 
-deformities in about one hundred thousand 

children.
...........What else can we expect when women, young 

women, both single and married, work for ten 
and twelve hours per day in the hideous condi- . 
lions described.

. , I have often seen women faint from the heat 
of the stove. I have rendered first aid to many 
who have-either fallen over the refuse, on the 
kitchen floor, or been taken ill from standing . 
working over the washing-up tanks till they

Reward of the Faithful
Labourer

lion has just held its autumn : how at Alton. Thi, 
association is representative of the three classe, 

landlord, the 
a newspaperfarmer, and the

the
and

report says that at a luncheon held in connection 
with the show “ the goodwill of all classes of 
theagricultural industry towards each other
wa: apparent." In other words. this is the be-

operative ' Commonwealth.
In connection with the show there was of 

course a prize-list and the longest section wa; 
headed "Labourer’s Rewards.” I started at the

"LABOURER WHO II AS MAINTAINED THE 
LARGEST FAMILY RESPECTABLY— i, Daniel 
Cook (II children, entered by Mr. T. A. Chal 
croft, Alton); 2, William Rowell (n children, 
entered by Mr. W. Brock, West Worldham).”

These are not cattle “ entered " by the farmer; 
mentioned, but heroes—men who have brought 
up eleven children respectably! Brought them 
up on the wages that fill the pocket j of agricul- 
tural workers every week. Not only do these 
workers get sufficient wages to keep 1 r children

and come to the following: * LABOURER, 
ABOVE 60 YEARS Ol AGE, OR NOW DIS- 
ABLED COTTAGER, WHO WAS AN AGRI- 
CULTURAL LABOURER, WHO SHALL BEAK 
THE HIGHESr CHARACTER FOR IIONESTY, 
INDUSTRY, AND SOBRIETY.—, George Pacey

Brock, East Worldham);

let, Bertworth).

Cannons (8a 
W. G. Caza-

FARM CARTER WHO CAN BRING THE 
BEST CHARACTER FROM fl IS MASTER FOK 
SOBRIETY, I.ENGIII OF SERVICE, WITII-
OUT INTERMISSION (NOT THAN
SEVEN YEARS), AND GENERAL ATTENTION 
TO IIIS DUTIES.—i, James Knight (32} years.

UNDER CARTER, UNDER 20 YEARS OF 
AGE, WHO CAN BRING THE BEST CHIARAC 
TER, FROM HIS MASTER, SIMILAR CONDI- 
TIONS.—i, G. Sheffield (5 years, enterel by

2, R. Newland (5}
Eggar.years, entered by Mr. R. B. ., , 

Ol CROSS-BRED LAMBS, IN PROPORTION
AND WEANED THE NUMBER

SHEPHERD WHO SHALL HAVE REARED 
TO THE NUMBER OF EWES, SUCII FLOCK 
ON DECEMEER ist BEING NOT LESS THAN

Daniel ook (183 lambs out of 19) 
Mr. T. A. Chalcraft, Amery,

Alton).
SINGLE WOMAN OR WIDOW, ABOVE THE 

AGE OF 55, WHO IS, OR HAS BEEN CHIEF
LY EMPLOYED IN AGRICULTURAL LABOUR 
OR FARMHOUSE OCCUPATION. — 1, Janc 
Marshall (36 years,entered by Mr. T. F. Din-

1 suggest most r

spite of my new sympathie.

ly t my Social is! 
Socialist friends in 

33 with Capitalism)

Capitalism posses_es innumerable examples of 
loyalty between classes which Socialist advocates, 
with their innumerable schisms and professing 
belief in brotherhood an I a classless society, can 
hardly equal.

We want peace!. Let us have more of the 
spirit of the N.E. Hants Agricultural Association,

If I were no I writing in a Communist paper 
as I am (thanks to the generosity of a broad- 
minded editor), I should cor clude by writing out 
in full the tixt of

"COD SAVE THE KING! '

THE RED COTTAGE.

Woodford- Wells.

For

120

‘Buses

Outings and Week-ends.

If®

Parties catered for.

Woodford High Road. 

34, 40a, 10a pass the door.

Opposite .“ Horse and Well.

give resistance in the Ruhr, the condition of 
the workers of Germany has become even 
worse than before. Economic misery is on 
the increase, and political and social reaction 
has been strengthened by the declaration of 
an " Exceptional State r’ similar to martial 
law and the investing of the Government with 
dictatorial powers. It is no exaggeration to 
<$, that under the conditions thus created 
the revolutionary elements of the proletariat 
are the worst sufferers: industrially, because 
they are the first to be doomed to unemploy- 
ment; politically, because they have to bear 
the brunt of the reaction. .

The. champions of the State idea from the 
extreme Right, as well as from the extreme 
Left, Fascists and Communists alike, all vied 
with each other in denouncing the Syndi- 
cilists and charging them with having 
" played into the hands of the French. ...

The " Perlin er Tageblatt," the mouthpiece 
of the industrial barons of Germany, in its 
issue of September 6, wrote:

“ Franc 3 has a new ally in the so-called 
Syndicalist movement. It may properly be 
said that the disgruntled at any price, the 
disturbers, the lazy and the foreign ele- 
ments have all gathered in that movement. 
Its political program, which may be called 
an arch o-com muni sm, and whch is antagon- 
ist.c to Moscow " centralism," plays but a 
small role. But the more intensively does 
it propagate impossible economic demands, 
and it strives to exploit all the dissatisfac- 
lion that has inevitably accumulated among 
the miners. The Syndicalists wi thout ex
ception favour French work, and for this 
purpose they make use of the bitter feeling 
entertained by the forces of occupation 
against the mine owners. All the Syndica
lists favour the secession of the Rhine and 
of the Ruhr from Germany.

The French hoped for the aid of the 
Communists, with a view of gaining the 
support of a certain element of the Party, 
namely, the “ Ruth Fi scher w ing. ” But 
the attitude of the latter was so prejudicial 
to the position of the whole Communist 
arty in the Ruhr that at least officially they 
stood for a unitedfront against the 
French.”
As a matter of fact, the Communists served 

the interests of the nationalists and of the 
Capitalist Government.. During the whole 
occupation of the Ruhr the attitude of the 
Communists was such as to turn the workers 
over to the Nationalists. And after the Govern- 
ment suspended passive resistance the Com- 
munists exerted themselves to the utmost to 
prove that they alone are the true defenders 
of the German ′′ Fatherland.’’ They lost ho 
time in declaring that the giving up of passive 
resistance - was "treason to the German 
people." In this regard the Communists are 
in entire accord with the Nationalists, the 
“ Deutsch-voelkisch ” (reactionary) and the 
Fascists, all of whom declare in favour of the 
continuation of the policy of passive resist- 
ance. One of the most prominent leaders of 
the Communist party in Mannheim, Rem- 
mele, in a public meeting recently declared : 
" The Ruhr must remain German. The Ger- 
man Fatherland must stand united and in its 
full power.’

The same Remmele, while developing his 
plans for German unity in a Fascist gathering 
in Stuttgart, received the enthusiastic ap- 
proval of the Fascists present there, and the 
chairman of the meeting—a member of the

Deutsch-voelkisch " party—said at the con
clusion of the meeting that ′ Comrade Rem- 
mele." spoke as if he himself were one of the

Deutsch-voelkisch ′′!
- ... We quote from the “ plan of work ′

workers in Hamburg), who recently, re- 
fused to participate in the “inner front ’ 
struggle against the Communist Party. The 
purpose of the negotiations with such men 
should concern the possibility of a joint poli
tical program. In this connection, the dif
ference of opinion due to the theoretic views 
of our Party should be ignored as much as 
possible, while mutually acceptable' points 
emphasised, such as the fight against Poin- 
care and against the Centre in Germany. 
The tone of such conferences to be most 
courteous (using “Excellency," etc., in 
addressing) and amiable. No Marxist quo- 
tations to be employed. On the whole, be- 
haviourshould be as little as possible Party- 
program-like.

B. Indirect connection through propa. 
ganda. This refers less to important per- 
ons than to the entire mass of officers. . , . 
Further, not only the Reichswehr (Repub
lican Army) and police officers, but chiefly 
former Army officers to be drawn into fee 
radius of the work. Not to be connected 
with the propaganda already accomplished

fluent significance and purpose. Special 
purpose: general work among the mass of 
officers; organised creation of a favourable 
sentiment by means of which (1) the 
lower mass will exert influence upon the

tiating directly; (2) whenever possible to 
win over already existing military organisa- 
tons without expressed Fascist character, 
but with Nationalistic, anti-French senti- 
merit, as organisation for active sabotage in 
the Ruhr.

In this connection, besides political means 
also those of personal influence are to be 
employed; thus promises of high military 
position and honours for the future, and in 
general exploit ambition, but not clumsily.”

When this " plan of work "‘ was published

the Communist Party of Germany, " Rote 
Fahne,.’ could offer but the following lame

“We Communists, state: frankly and 
freely to the whole working class of Ger- 
many: “ We will do everything to win those 
officers and those petty bourgeois elements

: to the side of the proletariat and thus 
■ save Germany. . . . We Communists say 

without reservation to these officers : All 
those honest elements among you who want 
to free Germany from French militarism 

- must fight on the side of the proletariat.
The Russian Soviet power has won hundreds 
of former Tzarist officers for the cause of 
the workers who faithfully are serving 
the interests of the Russian proletariat.” 
This whole attitude of the Communists 

proves that they are on the side of those who 
are fighting for the liberation of Germany for 

national freedom,” but that they have de- 
serted and betrayed those who strive for eman
cipation from capitalism, from the State and 
oppression.

The Communists are a State-supporting 
Party. If they have so far not succeeded in 
winning over the elements of the former Prus
sian militarism, it is surely not their fault. 
The Fascist reaction, known in Germany 
under the name of " Deutsch-voelkisch ′ 
movement, has meanwhile become so, strong 
that it hones to achieve its ends by its own 
means and declines, the aid of the Commu- 
nists. The only answer that the Communists 
received to their advances to the reactionary 
circles is that an Excepional Law had hoped 
to rope in the Nationalists, but in atfemptng 
that they have been roped in themselves.

First, the Government of Bavaria praclai-

med the State of Siege and set up a Dicta- 
tor, thus suspending parliamentery govern* 
meat. Then the Government of the Reich 
followed suit. The declaration of the State 
of 5 Siege throughout the whole of Germany 
and the transfer of the entire executive power 
into the hands of a few generals was equiva- 
lent to a complete military dictatorship. .

The military dictatorship immediately be. 
came active against the labour movement.

of was the workers’ publi-
cations that fell under the veto of the Gene- 
rals. Even the " Musenchener Post," the

of the reformist
party, whose ministers

social - democratic 
the Government

and representatives in the Reichstag favoured 
the State of Siege, becime a victim of the 
reaction.

The social democracy and the reformist 
labour unions, were presently overwhelmed by 
the spirits they had helped to call into being. 
The " Muenchener Post" was suppressed, and 
the secial-democratic “ defense. divisions ’ 
were disbanded. On the other hand, the mili- 
tarv units of " Deutsch-voelkisch " party were 
permitted to continue, and, indeed, they now 
were especially favoured by the ruling mili- 
tary clique. And since then in Bavaria, as 
in many other places in Germany, no. meet, 
ings organised by the F.A.U.D., can take 
place.

Thus Fascism is preparing in an entirely 
legal manner its ultimate triumph. The em- 
plovers also are not missing the opportunity: 
by economic and political methods the workers 
are step by step robbed of the advantages 
they had fought for and won through long 
years of struggle. In the Rulr. and on. the 
Rhine the eight-hour day ’ is to be abolished 
and the law regarding workers’ industrial 
councils (in itself of very little importance) 
is to be suspended. : l‘

For this purpose the workers’ purchasing: 
capacity is being systematically reduced by 
the continuous devaluation of the mark, so 
that now the proletarian has about reached 
the lowest level of living conditions. Ore fac- 
tory after another is being closed, the workers 
are being discharged or put on half-time. The 
result is such terrible conditions of existence: 
that the people pre driven to desperation, 
which expresses itself in disorder and loot no, 
and thus gives the military forces an oppor- 
tumty, aided by the State of siege, to shed 
the blood of the workers. ,

Two Minutes to Go
Great Silences, it seem, are promoted by: 

much the same means as bucket-shop com- 
panies and swindles generally. Credulity 
and falshcod are the essential factors: the. 
trustful simplicity and sublime stupidity of 

. a mass of purblind proletarians on the one: 
hand, end a handful of war-mad egomaniacs 
on the other. .A poppy coloured glamour of 
rubbish s ntimentality is likewise a necessary 
ingredient in the manufacture and ' mainte- 
nance of the ignorant mass psychology pecu- 
liar to the capitalist system and possible in 
no other scheme of life or thought whatever.

, Paid at the rate of two shillings an hour 
(in terms of an extravagant estimate, its no- 
minal value being by no means equal to its 
purchasing power), the value of the two mi- 
nutes’ silence works out roughly at one 
penny. A rather insignificant fact, you will 
observe; for if the employing class can afford 
to sacrifice the workers in the interest of pro- 
fit, they can well offord to give them a whole 
two minutes’ holiday to commemorate the 
anniversary of the greatest sham vet recorded 
in the bloody book of history—and the cost is 
only one penny. -

And the reason of it? The creation of that 
turgid and slushy atmosphere and outlook 
upon life symbolised by the inglorious and 
doubtful art of the Cavell memorial and the 
Cenotaph; the perpetuation of the fag end of 
the Lord Mayor’s show; the parade of all the 
power of destruction ; the Boy Scout and the 

. Girl Guide ideals and the emptiness of mind
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which inspired the mob at Brighton coura- 
geouly to assault a youth who dared to smoke 
and wear his hat and walk across the street, 
refusing, we suppose, to sacrifice a. penny- 
worth of his employer's time by voluntarily 
succumbing to a wave of temporary insanity: 
and, above .nil, the glorification of national 
egomania :—Price one Penny.
.Natural decency, honesty and freedom of 

thought go by the board when the national 
sob stuff, emitted by the canting hypocrites 
of Downing Street is let loose upon a long suf- 
fering people. What a reflection upon the 
‘ Greatest Empire the world has ever seen,’ 
to be dictated by such a cradle of sycophants

... THE "GERMINAL CIRCLE/’
152, Fleet Street, London, E.C..

The "Germinal Circle ” exists to assist in 
promoting the expression of modern ideas and 
aspirations through the medium of the arts. 
To the Secretary, “Germinal Circle.

I wish to join the " Germinal Circle," and en
close one shilling to cover the annual subscrip- 
lion. . . ■

Name . . . . . .
Ad ress . . . . . . .

FOR SALE.—Bound Volume of " The Common* 
weal,‘No. 4, 1888, Official Journal of the 
Socialist League, edited by William Morris. 
Very rare. Good condition. What offers?— 
Box 76.

HEAD READING, by an expert phrenologist.—• 
Proceeds to " Workers' Dreadnought." — 
Apply, II., Box 20.

"Workers’ Dreadnought” 
Bazaar & Reunion

Read EIRE The Irish Nation

Weekly Review of Irish Republican Opinion

PRICE TWOPENCE

On Sale Saturdays

COMMUNIST WORKERS’ MOVEMENT.

Ou’deor Meeting.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18th, 3 p.m.

ENGINEER, married, experienced in I. C., 
Steam and General Machine Repairs, seeks em
ployment or will undertake auto or mechani- 
cal repairs; 17 years experience States and 
Canada; a years proprietor of machine-equip- 
ped garage; estimates on reconditioning. —

THE "ONE BIG UNION BULLETIN"

(Canada’s Foremost Labour Paper).
The One Big Union seeks to organise the workers 

on class lines. Read about it.
Eugene Sue's marvellous story: "The Mysteries of 

the l’eople," or "Ilistory of a Proletarian Family 
Across the Ages,” now running in serial form.

10/- per year; 5/- six months.
. P’lebs Buildings, 54 Adelaide Street, Winnipeg, 

Canada.

Germinal
ASK for No 2. 
* at your 

Newsagent.

A Complete

play by Toller 
S ores

Ly Marsden,
Gorky, Grant,
and others.

32 Pages—Sixpence
COMMUNIST WORKERS’ MOVEMENT, meet

ings to explain the policy of this movement, 
can be arranged on application to the Secre- 
tary, 152, Fleet Street, E.C.4.

W. McCARTNEY, 26, Pasley Road, Manor Place, 
Walworth Road, S.E.17, is starting a group 
of the Communist Workers’ Movement. 
Those desirous of joining should communi- 
cate with him.

SYLVIA PANKHURST is booking provincial 
lecturing engagements.—Apply for dates to 

Dreadnought" office, 152, Fleet Street.

To get the address of a good DENTIST apply 
to the undersigned, who discovered him 
through the "Dreadnought," and wants to 
pass on his . discovery to other • comrades. 
You will all need a dentist SOME DAY, so 
write a postcard NOW to R. Scott, Wayside, 
Capel, Surrey.

FOR SALE. — Eng neer’s Taper Gua e, £1; 
Radius Guage, 75. 6 1. (Starrett s). Proceeds 
for " Dreadnought ” Fund.

Memorial Buildings, 
Roscoe Street, E.C.

Bun hill Row, O‘d Street.

WANTED.—Second-hand copies: " How the War 
Came," by Lord Loreburn; “Economics for 
the General Reader” (Clay); "Brass Check" 
(Upton Sinclair), cheap edition ; "Ancient 
Lowly” (Osborn, Ward).

Saturday, November 17th,
1/3 p.m.—1o p.m. I

PROGRAM ME

A SALE. OF WORK is being arranged in aid 
of the " WORKERS DREADNOUGHTS in the 
Memorial Buildings, Rto coe Street, Bunhill-r ow, 
on Saturday, November 17th, from 3 to 10 j>.in.

Comrades are asked to send contributions in 
money and kind to 152, Fleet Street, I.C..

All useful and ornamental articles acceptable: 
Clothes, groceries, fruit, vegetables, books, fancy 
goods, etc., etc. Those who cannot afford to 
give anything themselves should collect as much 
as they can from. their friends. One comrade 
has promised to collect £10 worth of goo ls. 
Who will do the same?

STALLS
BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS
FARM PRODUCE 
GROCERIES
FRUIT AND FLOWERS
FANCY GOODS

CLOTHING
SECOND-HAND CLOTHES
CROCKERY
LUCKY TUB
PICTURES

SWEETS AND CAKES

SIDE SHOWS AND GAMES
- CHARACTER READING FROM PALM AND HEAD 

DART THROWING AND OTHER GAMES.

To the readers of -
THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT.

All you have to do is to cut this, coupon out 
and write your name and address in ink 
and send it to the "Workers’Dreadnought 7 
Office, 152, Fleet Street, London, E.C.., 
when you get 2 41 coupons.

Name:

EXHIBITION OF CGRIOS.
MUSIC.

CARDS. THE PEA POT, Eto., Etc. Address:

RECITATIONS. SPEECHES.

Lightning Portraits by F. S. MANNER

ENTERTAINMENTS
LITTLE DOT.
RAGS AND TATTERS.
MRS. THACKERAY.

POPPY BELGY. ( 
TWO COMEDIANS.
AND OTHERS. -

MR. R1QHARDSON AT THE PIANO 

JAZZ BAND.
Admission by Programme : THREEPENCE

WATCH THE ” DREADNOUGIIT ”

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
. A blue mark in this space . 
indicates that your subscrip- 
tion is now due.

• The high cost of production
of the paper, necessitates prompt, payment.

Published by E. Sylvia Pankhurst, at 152, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C. 4, and printed by the 

. Agenda Press, Ltd. (T.U.), at io, Wine Office
Court, London, E.C. 4.


