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Table LXXVI.—OFFICIAL LANGUAGES Spoken by EUROPEANS Born OUTSIDE THE Union, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO PARENTAGE— 

URBAN and Rural AREAS—Union : CENSUS, 1926.

Male. Female. Persons.

Parentage.
Both. English. Afrikaans. Neither. Total.* Both. I English. Afrikaans. Neither. Total.* Both. English. Afrikaans. Neither. Total.* Section VII.—Orphanhood

Urban.

Dutch South African.
British South African.
English..........................
Irish...............................
Scottish.........................
Welsh............................
Other British...............

TOTAL BRITISH.

Hebrew................. ....... ...... .....
American (United States).... 
Austrian......................................  
Belgian........................................ 
Danish.........................................  
French........ . ..............................  
German..................... 
Greek...........................................  
Italian..........................................  
Jugo-Slavian............................... 
Netherlander..............................  
Norwegian..................................  
Polish...........................................  
Portuguese.................. 
Russian........................................
Swedish........................................
Swiss............................................  
Syrian..........................................  
Other...........................................  
Unspecified.................................

TOTAL..............................

Dutch South African.
British South African.
English..........................
Irish.......................... . ..
Scottish.............................
Welsh........................ ..
Other British...............

TOTAL BRITISH.

Hebrew................  ... ...
American (United States).... 
Austrian.................................... ..
Belgian........................................ 
Danish.........................................  
French.........................................  
German........................................ 
Greek...........................................  
Italian....................... ..................
Jugo-Slavian............................... 
Netherlander................ . ............  
Norwegian.............. ....................
Polish...........................................
Portuguese..................................
Russian........................
Swedish.......................................
Swiss....................................................
Syrian..........................................
Other...........................................
Unspecified................................

TOTAL........................ .................

Dutch South African. 
British South African. 
English.........................  
Irish............................... 
Scottish.............. ... ......
Welsh............................
Other British...............

Total British.

Hebrew..................................... ..
American (United States)....
Austrian......................................
Belgian........................................
Danish.........................................
French.........................................
German.......................................
Greek...........................................
Italian......................... ................
Jugo-Slavian...............................
Netherlander..............................
Norwegian..................................
Polish...................... . ..................
Portuguese..................................
Russian........................................
Swedish.......................................
Swiss.........................................   •
Syrian..........................................
Other...........................................
Unspecified.................................

TOTAL.........................................

606 
865

11,517 
2,022 
4,418

550
446

19,818

82
1,041

40,033
5,266

14,806
1,733
1,243

64,122

134
9

22

822 
1,917 

51,602 
7,300 

19.242
2,285 
1,690

84,036

626
639

4,790
757

1,794
194
200

8,374

105
1,245

36,950
4,644

13.312
1,197
1245

58,593

158
7

22
3
3

889
1,896

41,782
5,409

15,118
1,391
1,445

67,041

1,232 
1,504

16,307
2,779
6,212

744
646

28,192

187
2,286

76,983
9,910

28,118
2,930
2,488

122,715

292
16
44
8
8

1,711 
3,813

93,384 
12,709
34,360
3,676
3,135

151,077

13,143
145
113

81
215
138

2,212
382
209

50
2,180

142
29

179
89

146
122
305
166
26

40,496

6,835
356

96
44

230
440
751
869
577
104

31
490

51
407

419
150
198
195

13

76,532

165

60

2

181

608

400

2 
1
9

66
35
64
26

43
6

324
8

29
1
5

12
2

1,040

396
375

3,254
525

1,195
166
119

32
351 

6,083
748

2,322
322
187

295
11
22

3

5,634

2,058 
34 
38 
13 
73 
58

971 
28

114 
15

580 
47
10 
70 
39 
65 
43 
61
39 
24

10,410

1,002
1,240

14,771
2,547
5,613

716
565

25,452

15,201
179
151

94
288
196

3,183
410
323

65
2,760

189
39

249
128 
211
165 
366
205 

50

50,906

10,013

210 
79
27

6
39

159
409

34
170
10
12

153
18

107
17
67
41
16
32

8

11,659

114
1,392

46,116
6,014

17,128
2,055
1,430

74,135

7,045 
435 
123

50
269 
599

1,160
903
747
114

43
643
69 

514
89

486
191 
214 
227

21

88,191

597

429
20
44

‘ 8
9

223

4 
9
2
6

132

7

276

1,205

2
6

150

278

434

13
14

3
14

107
38
78
27

45
12

474
8

29
1
6

13
2

1,318

20,559 
503 
220
130 
446
588 

3,096 
1,290

853 
181

2,395 
676
87 

914 
171 
596 
274 
514 
373

50

118,774

724
737

9,371 
1,277
3,528

490
306

15,709

2 361 
113

72
38 

116 
227

1,496
65

304
26 

687 
203

34
330

57 
132

84
85
75
40

22,978

1,546
2,654

60,973
8,577

22,770
2,775
1,996

99,745

22,920 
616
292
168
562
815

4,592
1,355
1,157

207 
3,082

879
121

1,244
228 
728
358
599
448

90

141,752

7,047 
62 
53 
51 
88

102 
1,847

49 
83 
12

1,476 
47 
17 
35 
40
47 
97

166 
50

8,203
281

87
39

152
677

1,228
210
292

42
50

282
42

100
59

196
166
214
120

33

250 
2
1
4

2
91

1
1

307

701 16,219 
345
149

97
242
828

3,236 
318
416

62
1,835

336
62 

180
109 
247
268 
402
179

67

20,190
207 
166
132
303
240

4,059 
431 
292

62
3,656 

189
46

214
129 
193
219 
471
216

43

15,038
637
183

83
382

1,117 
1,979 
1.079

869
146
81

772
93

507
131
615
316
412
315

46

415
2
4
7

151
1
3

488

1,101

14
5
3

56 
129

92 
104

34
1

47
9 

367
16
33

4 
24 
20

2

36,778
848
369 
227
688

1,416 
6,332
1,608
1,269

243 
4,230 
1,012

149 
1,094

280 
843
542 
916
552
107

20,386

Rural.

316
199
898
124
339

35
32

1,627

25
314 

4,887
543

1,685
188
171

7,788

863

279
4

15

4

1,021 93,517 60,882 147,703 1,471 2,061 212,291

620
517

5,805
667 

2,029
223
203

9,444

712
574

4,152
649

1,534
201
151

7,261

665 
10,970 
1,291 
4,007

510
358

17,801

574
15
37

3
8

1,344
1,254

15,176
1,944
5,557

713
509

25,153

568
10
16

4
15
24

460
1

22
2

220
11

169
59
26

5
19 

106 
555

10
43

4
3 

101
21
17

7 
54 
39

4
17

5

28

15
13
4

17
176

2
13

804 
69 
57
25
39

148
1,281 

13 
82

7
306
120
33
40
19
65
71 
36
29 
12

2,626
44
54
17
88
82

1,431
29

136
17

800
58
11
77
48
74
72
90
46
28

379 
138

53
11
58 

265 
964

44
213

14
15 

254
39

124
24 

121
80 
20
49
13

9
3
6

157

9

178

62

21
25

6
22

217
5

27
2

10
17

166
1
2

2
3

3,165 
182
129

63 
155 
375

2,777
78 

386
33 

093 
323

67 
370

76 
197 
155 
121 
104

52

87. Questionnaire.—The statistics published in Volume V are 
the first of their kind to be collected and tabulated in the Union 
of South Africa. The tables are compiled from the question which 
appeared on the census form as follows :—

For children under 15 years of age :

If both parents living, write 1.
If father be dead, write 2.
If mother be dead, write 3.
If both parents be dead, write 4.

NOTE —" Father " and " Mother " do not include step-parents or 
parents by adoption.

For the purposes of the statistics the term orphan means a 
child who has lost either one or both parents. The former are 
partially orphaned and the latter totally orphaned. The tables 
deal only with children under 15 years of age. These numbered 
5 8 4,096 and formed 34:84 per cent, of the total European popu­
lation. No information was given on the forms in respect of 
2,185 children, or less than 4 in every 1,000.

Although the statistics deal primarily with orphans or children 
who have lost one or both parents, some of the detailed tables 
in Volume V also show the number of children whose parents 
were both living. These are inserted for the purpose of com­
parison and also to enable proportions to be gauged.

Out of the remaining 581,911 for whom particulars were given* 
3,773 had lost both parents, and 5 4,266 had lost one parent. Of 
the latter, 33,935 had lost the father but not the mother, leaving 
20,331 who had lost the mother but not the father.

The table shows the proportions at each year of age and the 
comparison, between urban and rural areas. The proportions of 
orphans in urban areas varied from 1 • 3 per cent, at age less than, 
one year to nearly 21 per cent, at age 14 years, while in rural 
areas the proportion was less than 1 per cent, under 1 year of age 
and only 15 ’ 5 per cent. at 14 years of age.

Table LXXVII.—ORPHANHOOD AND Age—Union, 1926.

Age.
Both 

Parents 
Living.

(1)

Father 
Dead.

Mother 
Dead.

Both 
Parents 
Dead.

(4)

Total 
Columns 

2-4.

(5)

Unspeci- 
fled.

3,391 9,077 528 310 13,320 13,801 20,736 1,125 588 36,298

Expressed in proportions of a thousand 6:5 were parentless, 
58-1 were fatherless and 34:8 motherless while 896-9 had both 
parents living.

In regard to the distribution of the sexes of Union orphans 
there was an extraordinarily even balance as the following figures 
show ; but in relation to the total number of children of each sex 
there was a greater proportion of female than male orphans.

Total.

Total.
Father 
Dead.

Mother 
Dead.

Urban.

942
838

5,688
881

2,133
229
232

10,001

7,615 
72 
69 
55

103 
126

2,307
50 

105
14

1,696 
58 
18 
42 
49
56 

126 
195
57 
21

23,777

130 
1,559 

41,837 
5,187 

14,997 
1,385 
1,416

66,381

8,372 
340 
113

44 
171 
783

1,783 
220 
335

46
53 

383
63 

117
66 

250 
205 
218 
137
38

80,248

437
11
37

289
2

3
176

1
5

390

729

22
16

6
64

239
59
53

9
1

12 
14
59

9
6
3

20
10

1,391 1,331

* Includes cases where language spoken was not specified.

1,509
2,413

47,587
6,076

17,147
1,614
1,648

76,485

17,023
414
206
122
281
976

4,517
331
498

69
2,141

456
95

220
128
312
339
438
208

69

106,837

1,944
2,078

20,459
3,428
7,746

945
797

35,453

22,816 
251 
220 
149 
391 
322

5,490 
460
428

79 
4,456

247 
57

291 
177
267 
291
561 
262

71

74,683
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244
2,951 

87,953 
11,201 
32,125
3,440 
2,846

140,516

15,417 
775
236

94
440 

1,382 
2,943 
1,123 
1,082

160
96 

1,026
132 
631 
155 
736 
396 
432
364
59

168,439

866
31
81
11
16

512
2
5

16
3
9

308
1

12

666
2

2
6

17
7
9

2,596

1,163

35
30

9
78

346
97

131
36

1
57
26

533
17
35
4

26
23
2

2,649

3,055
5,067

108,560 
14,653 
39,917
4,389
3,644

176,230

39,943
1,030

498
290
843

1,791
9,109
1,686
1,655

276 
5,223 
1,335

216
1,464

356 
1,040

697 
1,037

656
169

248,589

Boys 
Girls.

17,214
16,721

10,187
10,144

Both 
Parents 
Dead.

1,885 
1,883

88. Ages of Orphans.—The ages of orphans were tabulated in 
single years from under 1 to 14 years. The figures reveal a fairly 
normal graduation with no striking features. As the ages advance 
the number of children with one or both parents dead increases, 
which is to be expected. Of the infants under 1 year, 28 were 
completely orphaned, 454 had lost one parent. At the other 
end of the table, at 14 years of age, 550 were completely orphaned 
and 6,573 had lost one parent. The table below also shows that 
11’8 per cent, of the children in urban areas had lost one or both 
parents as against 7 * 7 per cent, in rural areas. This may be due 
largely to the fact that orphanages are usually situated in urban 
areas. An explanation which is further suggested by the fact 
that, while the proportion with both parents dead in urban areas 
was double that of rural areas and with the father dead almost 
double, the proportion with mother dead was almost equal in 
both urban and rural areas.

isitmistonisennanknahkananikaahnaaaaan—n—.—" - —“Wissis

Total.

980-6 
972-4
964-6 
953:6
940-4 
928-9 
906-8
875*5 
856-0
841-1 
822-1
812-7 
799-2
787-3 
778-4

877-1

987-9 
982-7 
972-1 
962-9 
957-6 
947-9 
933-7 
909-0 
898-7 
887-6 
872-7 
866-1 
859-8 
844-0 
835-7

920-3

9-3 
15-6 
21-4 
27-3 
36-6 
43-8 
57-7 
77-2 
89-3 
96-4

108-1 
115-0 
121-7 
124-5 
129:7

3-4 
6-8 
8-7 

14-2 
18T 
20-5 
28-0 
36-0 
41:7 
47-9 
52-0 
55-0 
58-1
64-3 
62-9

1:4
1-9
1-9
2-6 
4-0 
4-0 
7-2
9-0

10-1
12:7
13:5
15-8 
17-4
17-2

13:8 
23-8 
32-0
43-4 
57-3 
68-3
89-7 

120-4 
140-0 
154:4 
172-8 
183-5 
195-6 
206-2 
209-8

5-6 
3-8 
3-4 
3-0 
2-3
2-8
3-5
4-1 
4-0 
4-5
5-1 
3-8 
5-2
6-5

11-8

74-1 35:7 8-4 118-2 4-7

Rural.

13-6 
18-3 
21-3 
26-1 
33-0 
48-4 
50-8 
55-5 
62-6 
64:9 
68-0 
74-9 
77-4

3:9
5-9 

10-8 
16-1 
17-9 
22-8 
28-9 
36:5 
43:0 
48-7 
54-2 
58-2 
60-9 
67-2

0-3
0-3
1-1
1-5

2-6
4-6
5-3
6-1

8-9
9-3

10-3

9-6 
15-4 
25-5 
35:9 
40:8 
51-1 
64-5 
89-5
99-1 

110-3 
124-0 
130-8 
137-8 
151-4 
155-3

2-5

1-6 
i-o 
1-8
1-5 
2-2

31
2:4
4:6
9-0

39-2 33:7 4-2 77-1

89. Language Spoken by Orphans.—The following table shows 
the proportions of orphans speaking the official languages. Exami­
nation of the figures revea s little variation in the class of orphan­
hood or between male and female. In urban areas a little over 
6 per cent, of both males and females were bilingual, over 2 per 
cent, were English speaking, and 11 per cent. were Afrikaans 
speaking. In rural areas, the proportions speaking Afrikaans 
exceeded slightly the proportions who were bilingual while less 
than 1 per cent, were English speaking.
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Table LXXVIII.—Official Languages spoken BY Orphans, 
Union 1926.

Proportions per 1,000.

Official 
Languages 

Spoken.

Male. Female.

Father 
Dead.

Mother 
Dead.

Both 
Parents
Dead.

Total. Father 
Dead.

Mother 
Dead.

Both 
Parents 
Dead.

Total.

Urban.

Both...........
English................
Afrikaans............
Neither & Uns..

TOTAL

Both........... 
English......... 
Afrikaans....... 
Neither & Uns..

TOTAL.

Booh........... 
English......... 
Afrikaans...........  
Neither & Uns..

TOTAL.

625
229
144

605
221
172

2

630 
222 
146

2

620
226
152

2

616
250
133

602
238
159

636
243
119

2

613
246
140

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000

Rural.

TABLE LXXIX.—RELIGIONS OF ORPHANS—UNION 1926.

Religion.

Male. Female.

Father 
Dead.

Mother 
Dead.

Both 
Parents 
Dead.

Total. Father 
Dead.

Mother 
Dead.

Both 
Parents 
Dead.

Total.

Nederduits Gere- 
formeerde Kerk 501-0 578-4 526-2 529-6 492-6 575-8 497-9 522-3

Gereformeerde
Kerk van Suid-
Afrika................ 31-0 34-6 34-5 32-5 81-2, 38-8 29-1 33-7

Hervormde Kerk 30 8 36 0 18:6 31-8 27 6- 30-1 23 3 28-2
Anglican Com­

munion....... 184-5 148-7 176-6 171-5 196-4 153-6 202-8 181-8
Presbyterian.... 34:5 28-8 29:7 32:2 35 4 32:7 39 2 34:7
Independent or

Congregationa- 
list........... 3-2 3-6 11 8-2 4-3 3-9 3-2 4-1

Methodist.............. 67:3 53:5 65-2 62-3 68-9 550 67 3 63-9
Lutheran............ 8-2 9-8 5-8 8-6 8-0 9:9 8-5 8-7
Roman Catholic 53-8 39-1 58-4 49-0 55-7 37-8 64-1 49-9
Greek Church. .. 1-6 1-9 — 1-6 1-8 1-4 0:5 1-6
Baptist......... 10-5 7-7 8-0 9:3 10-5 7-4 4:2 9-0
ChristianScientist 2-7 1-4 1-1 2-1 2-5 1-6 1T 2-1
Salvation Army.. 6:4 2:6 15:9 5-7 4 0 1-9 2-1 3-1
Seventh Day 

Adventist.... 2-2 1-1 3:2 1-9 2-5 1-1 2-6 2-0
Other Christian 

Sects............ 24-1 17-2 19-6 21-4 23-5 17-7 22-8 21-4
Hebrew............... 32-9 32:4 28-1 32-4 31-5 27:4 26-5 29-7
Other.......... 0:6 0:3 — 0-5 10 01 1-1 0-7
No Religion (so 

returned)..... 0-7 0-8 1-1 0-8 0-6 0-4 0-5 0-5
Unknown or Un- 

specified...... 4-0 2-1 6-9 3-6 2-0 3:4 3-2 2-6

TOTAL...... 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000

465
61

473

449
50

500

481
61

458

459
56

484

478
72

450

450
52

496
2

457
76

467

465
63

471

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000

Total. -

175
249

534
143
322

584
172
243

561
164
274

575
197
227

536
158
305

585
196
218

562
183
254

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000

90. Religious Beliefs of Orphans.—The following table shows the 
religious beliefs in which the orphans are being brought up. More 
than half of them were shown as belonging to the Nederduits 
Gereformeerde Kerk, and if the three Dutch churches are taken 
together they form almost 60 per cent, of the total orphans. This 
proportion is somewhat higher than the proportion of persons of 
Dutch South African descent in the total population. There is 
a big drop to the next highest proportion, 17 per cent, of male 
orphans and 18 per cent, of female orphans were Anglicans. All 
other denominations combined totalled approximately 20 per cent, 
of both male and female orphans.

91. Comparison with Other Countries.—As this is the first 
occasion on which these statistics have been collected in the 
Union there exists no standard by which they may be measured. 
It is, therefore, necessary to make comparison with other countries 
who have collected similar data. New Zealand and Northern 
Ireland also collected particulars of orphanhood in 1926. In 
both these countries particulars were collected for children under 
16 years but in order to make the comparison with the Union 
effective, only those under 15 years of age are shown in the fol­
lowing table.

Owing to the different sizes of the populations compared the 
figures do not give a ready comparison; but the lower portion of 
the table which gives the proportions per 1,000 shows the relative 
numbers in each country completely or partially orphaned. The 
figures have been given in quinquennial age groups for con­
venience ; but they appear separately tabulated in single years of 
age in the detailed tables.

Although the proportions in New Zealand differ considerably 
from those of the Union, there is an extraordinary similarity 
between the proportions in the Union and Northern Ireland.

The lower incidence of orphanhood in New Zealand is a reflex 
of the comparatively higher expectation of life as shown by the 
relative life tables, viz :—

Expectation of Life at Age 0.

New Zealand (1921-22)............... 
South Africa (Life Table No. I)

Males: 
Years.

62-794 
55-61

Females : 
Years.
65-433
59-18

Similar information for Northern Ireland was not available at 
the time of going to the press. South African Life Table No. 2, 
prepared after the census of 1926 showed an improvement in the 
expectation of life. (See Section XVI.)
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