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212. Unemployment.—Persons out oi employment in the Union 
at the date of the Census numbered 20,859, of which 18,167 were 
males and 2,692 were females. The distribution in urban and 
filial areas was as follows :—

Urban. Rural. I Total.

No. 70: - No. o 70 • No. o . • 70:

Male...................... .......................
Female......................  .......

15,345
2,441

84-5
90-7

2,822
251

15-5 
9:3

18,167
2,692

100-0
100-0

Total.................. 17,786 85-3 3,073 14-7 20,859 100-0

The number of unemployed males is equivalent to 2-12 per 
cent, of the total male population, and of females 0 • 33 per cent. In 
New Zealand in 1926 the proportions were: Males 1 - 56 and females 
0:37 per cent. ,

The proportions of unemployed males and females according 
to age in urban and rural areas per cent, of the total of each sex 
aged 15 years and over is shown hereunder :—

Age.
Urban. Rural. Total.

No. %. No. %. No. %.

Males.

15-20... 2,831 18-4 650 23-0 3,481 19-121-39...
40-59... 4,590 29-9 696 24-7 5,286 29-160 +... ................................... 2,955 19:3 617 21:9 3,572 19-7

TOTAL.............. 15,845 100-0 2,822 100-0 18,167 100-0

Females.

15-20....................................... . 876 35-9 68 27-1 944 35-121-39....................................... .... 1,055 43-2 96 38-3 1,151 42-840-59........................................... 375 15:4 48 19T 423 15-760 4-................................. ...... 135 5-5 39 15-5 174 6:4
TOTAL.................. 2,441 100-0 251 100 0 2,692 100-0

The following table shows the numbers of unemployed in the 
six largest industrial centres in the Union. Nearly 60 per cent, 
of the total unemployed males and over 68 per cent, of unemployed 
females in the Union at the date of the Census were residing in 
these areas :—

TABLE CLXXXV.— UNEMPLOYED PERSONS in THE Six Largest Industrial Areas CLASSIFIED According to Usual OCCUPATION.

Occupation.
Witwatersrand. Capetown. Durban. Port Elizabeth. East London. Pretoria.

No. %• No. o/ 70: No. No. 70 • No. %. No. o/0: -

Males.

Fishing and Agriculture.................. . ........ 135 2-2 48 2-9 25 2-0 9 ‘ 2-0 7 2-0 53 5.9Mining.............................................................. ■ 606 9-8 11 -7. 18 1-5 5 1-1 5 1.4 15 • 1.8Industrial...................................................... 2,177 351 609 36:7 510 41:6 152 33:5 120 34-2 377 42.0
Transport and Communication................ 154 2-5 83 5-0 48 4-0 27 5:9 10 2-8 27 9.0Commercial (and Clerical)........ ................ 1,227 19-8 422 25-4 351 28-6 65 14:3 71 20-2 171 19.0Professional........................ .................... 130 2-1 45 2-7 42 3-4 1-5 3 ■9 1 7 1 .9Personal Service...................... 217 3-5 61 3-7 38 3-1 7 1-5 6 1.7 14 1 .6Other and Unspecified......................... 1,546 25-0 381 22-9 194 15-8 183 40:2 129 36-8 222 24-8

TOTAL................... .............................6,192 100-0 1,660 100-0 1,226 100-0 455 100-0 351 100-0 896 100-0

Females.

Industrial....................... ...............................
Commercial (and Clerical).....................
Professional................................... .................
Personal Service....................................
Other and Unspecified................

120
291

93
167
333

11-9
29-0

9*3
16-6
33-2

41
109

45
54
91

12-0
32-1 
13-2 
15:9
26-8

34
89
28
34
58

14-0 
36-6 
11-5 
14-0 
23-9

5 
18 
17

6 
21

7-5
26-9 
25:4
8-9 

81-8

7 
16 
11 
10 
21

10-8 
24:6

, 16-9 
15-4 
32 3

8 
32 
15 
23 
43

6-6 
26-5 
12-4 
19-0 
35:5

TOTAL... . ............... . 1,004 100-0 340 100-0 243 100-0 67 100-0 65 100-0 121 100-0

Males following industrial occupations had the highest pro
portions in all six areas, the commercial and clerical class having 
the next highest proportions.

Of the unemployed females the commercial and clerical class 
were chiefly affected, but the distribution among . the various 
occupations is more general than in the case of males.

In the industrial class the occupations most largely repre
sented among the male unemployed were metal workers, workers 
in wood and furniture, builders, bricklayers, masons, etc., and 
painters and decorators. In the commercial class' commercial

travellers, salesmen, and shop assistants, and clerks were most 
prominent.

Serious unemployment among the white population of South 
Africa is largely a 20th century phenomenon. When it did emerge 
it naturally attracted more attention, in the same way as a new 
disease does when it first breaks in on the community. South 
Africa has not hitherto suffered, except in brief periods, from the 
endemic unemployment which is characteristic of all highly 
industrialized countries. Industrialism is, however, growing as 
has been demonstrated in this report and unemployment is more 
likely to increase than to diminish in the future.
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